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Dutch  Church  of  New  York.  Information  to  be  sought  about 
every  farm  on  Fordham  Manor,  to  regulate  the  leases 2300 

Statement  or  Declaration  of  certain  ministers,  to  those 
''  C5ted "  by  Frelinghuysen  and  bis  Consistories,  justifying 
them  in  the  Publication  of  their  "Complaint"  or  "Reply 
to  the  Letters  of  atation  " 2300-2812 

Certain  Poems  bearing  on  the  case  of  Frelinghuysen  and  the 
Complainants    2312-2317 

Preface  to  the  Complaint 2317-2329 

Acts  of  Classis.  Call  of  Rev.  R.  Erickzon  to  the  churches 
of  Hackensack,  Schraalenberg  and  Paramus.  Booklets  pre- 
sented to  the  Classis  about  the  dissensions  in  the  Churches 
on  the  Raritan 2330 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.  Call  of  Rev.  Henricus  Coens  to 
Aquackononck  and  Belleville;  and  of  Rev.  R.  Ericson  to 
New  Barbadoes,  or  Hackensack.    Their  ordinations 2331 

Rev.  John  Jacob  Ehle  to  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel.  2332 

Report  of  the  Deputies  on  the  book  styled  "  Complaint  against 
Frelinghuysen."  Frelinghuysen  and  his  Consistory  re- 
quested to   answer    2332,  2333 

Extracts  from  a  letter  from  the  Raritan  Complainants. 
Apologizes  for  sending  over  the  Complaint  without  a  letter. 
I^ater  events  at  Raritan.  Rumors  of  denials  of  the  acts 
of  suspension;  Goelet's  statements.  Had  locked  up  the 
church  against  Frelinghuysen,  but  had  subsequently  lost 
possession  of  it.  Wish  another  minister  from  Holland. 
Dutch  churches  subject  to  another  Civil  Power;  yet  almost 
all  depend  on  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  Does  Frelinghuysen 
still  belong  to  the  Dutch  Church?  What  would  now  be 
done  with  a  minister  in  Holland,  who  followed  the  Laba- 
dists  and  Mennonites.  Ask  for  extracts  of  their  Acts  ap- 
pointing Frelinghuysen:  and  for  speedy  advice.  This  let- 
ter endorsed  by  Du  Bois,  Boel,  Antonides  and  Vas. . .  2333-2335 

Rev.  Wm.  C.  Berkenmeyer  at  Quassaick,  occasionally, 
1725-1731  2335 
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have  charters  to  regulate  their  affairs,  as  under  the  Synod 
of  Dort.  Claseis  insists  on  its  judicial  position  over  this 
case  at  Raretan,  although  it  cannot  enforce  them  in  an- 
other dominion. —  The  ministers  who  endorsed  the  "  Com- 
plaint" need  to  reconsider  their  conduct  in  this.  Classis 
passes  by  some  objectionable  expressions  in  their  letter. 
The  grief  of  Classis  over  the  disputes,  as  seen  by  the  Com- 
plaint, and  the  books  of  Freeman  and  Van  Zantvoord. 
Exhortations  to  all  to  peace.  Extracts  from  earlier  letters, 
those  of  Selyns  and  Du  Bois,  acknowledging  their  subordi- 
nation to   Classis    2366-2370 

Dec.  1  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  6.  Freeman.  His  letter  and 
book,  his  "  Defence  "  received.  His  book  very  unsatisfac- 
tory, and  positively  harmful.  Urged  to  stifle  the  flames 
of  discord  and  promote  peace.  His  irregular  accusation  of 
some  minister  of  heterodoxy.  Request  to  explain  why  he 
and  Bartholf  dared  to  assume  the  prerogative  of  Classis 

in  approving  Frelinghuysen's   Sermons 2371,  2372 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Cornelius  Van  Santvoord. 
His  letter  and  "Dialogue"  received.  The  third  publica- 
tion about  troubles  in  America.  Flames  of  discord  among 
the  ministers  of  peace.  Surprise  that  for  a  supposed  in- 
sult, he  should  go  to  so  much  trouble  and  expense.  Dis- 
putes made  worse.  The  book  not  orderly  or  accurate. 
Seeks  to  defend  Frelinghuyse^.  Hard  to  say  on  which 
side  the  most  blame.  Exhortation  to  promote  peace. .  2372-2374 
27    Dutch  Church  of  New  York.    Second  Appointment  of  Barend 

de  Forest  as  Schoolmaster   2374,  2375 

1727. 

Jan.  12, 16, 26  Dutch  Church  of  New  York.  Committee  to  notify 
Gov.  Burnet  of  the  project  to  build  a  new  church,  and 
asking  his  approval.  Approval.  Collection  of  bonds  for 
the  same    2376,  2376 

March  7  Dutch  Church  in  New  York.  Suggestions  for  the  building  of 
the  new  church.  Release  of  a  debtor  from  confinement. — 
March  9.  Plans  of  the  new  church.  Overseers  of  the 
building.  March  16,  22.  Directions  to  the  Overseers.  2376-2380 
30  Palatine  Lutheran  Church  of  Quassaick  call  Rev.  Wm.  C. 
Berkenmyer  of  New  York,  to  officiate  twice  a  year  for 
them 2380,  2381 

April      6    Dutch  Church  of  New  York.     Further  orders  respecting  the 

new  church  2381 

6    Acts  of  the  Deputies.     Extracts  from  letter  of  Rev.  T.  J. 
Frelinghuysen.     Had  received  letter  of  Classis  of  June  6, 
1726.    Malice,  the  origin  of  the  "  Complaint ".     Will  pub- 
lish a  **  Refutation  ".     His  answers  to  the  seventeen  points 
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alluded  to.  Generally  false.  See  answers  in  detail,  com- 
paring the  two  letters  —  that  of  the  Classis  of  June,  1726, 

and  this  one 2381-2388 

April      7    Examination  of  Aegidius  Luyck  and  others 2388,  2(89 

13  Latin  certificate  of  ordination  of  John  Van  Driessen  at  New 

Haven 2389 

Dutch  Church   of  New  York.     Further  contracts  for  new 

building 2390 

3Cay  31  Dutch  Church  of  New  York.  Plans  for  the  new  church.  2390,  2391 
July        8    Induction  of  Rev.  Thos.  Stanard  over  Episcopal  Church  of 

Westchester 2391,  2392 

14  Gov.  Burnet  to  the  Bishop  of  London.    Presbyterians  at  Ja- 

maica began  suit  to  recover  their  church  property 2392 

Sept.        1    Classis  receives  letters  from  Raritan 2392 

15  Rev.  Cornelius  Van  Santvoord  to  Rev.  John  Hagelis,  min- 

ister at  Amsterdam.  His  "  Dialogue  "  on  the  Raritan  Dis- 
pute has  tended  to  pacification.  Book  more  important  in 
America  than  it  seems  to  Classis.     Blame  on  both  sides. 

Suggtotions  as  to  peace 2393-2395 

XoF.       2    Dutch  Church  of  New  York.    Accounts  of  new  church 2395 

10    Action  of  Classis  on  Raritan  disputes.    Former  Deputati  to 

help  the  new  2395 

15  Modification  of  oath,  when  taken  by  Jews 2395 

16  Dutch  Church  of  New  York.    Further  arrangements  respect- 

ing the  new  church  building 2396,  2397 

29    Licenses  required  in  Albany,  to  sell  strong  Liquor 2397 

Dec.      15    Dutch  Church  of  New  York.    Appointment  of  Henry  M.  Kock 

as  Organist.  Gift  of  an  Organ  by  the  Governor.  Terms 
of  appointment.    Style  of  music 2397-2399 

1728. 
Jan.        3    Classis  receives  letters  from  New  York,  from  Revs.  Du  Bois 

and  Boel.    Abstract  of  same 2400 

Feb.  20  Dutch  Church  of  New  York.  Manor  of  Fordham  leases.  2400,  2401 
April       5    Classis  receives  letters  from  Revs.  Santvoord,  Du  Bois  and 

Boel 2401 

Report  of  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  on  the  differences  in  the 
churches  of  the  Raritan.  Many  severe  expressions  used  by 
Frelinghuysen  in  his  reply.  Some  things  mentioned  by  us 
he  neglects  in  his  reply.  Many  of  the  accusations  arc  posi- 
tively denied.  Others  he  acknowledges,  but  defends.  That 
he  intends  to  publish  a  Refutation  of  the  **  Complaint ''. 
He  refers  to  several   printed   pamphlets  on  this   business. 

2401-2405 

Rule  in  reference  to  baptizing  illegitimate  children 2405 

14    Dutch   Church   of  New   York.     Plans   in   reference   to   new 

church   2405,  2400 
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April    18    Dutch  Church  of  New  York.    Address  to  the  New  Governor, 

Montgomery.    Plans  in  reference  to  new  church 2406 

26    Certificate  of  Ordination  of  University  of  Heidelberg  to  Rev. 

George  Weiss  2406 

29  Commission  to  the  Bishop  of  London  for  exercising  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  American  Colonies.    Latin  and  English. . .  2407-2413 

May  3  Further  consideration  by  the  Classis,  of  the  Dispute  at  Kari- 
tan.  The  excommunication,  the  principal  mistake.  Final 
decision  yet  reser^'ed  for  certain  reasons:  our  non- juris- 
diction; the  churches  under  another  Civil  Government; 
contradictory  testimony;  premature  decision  might  increase 
the  strife.  Exhortations  should  be  sent  to  both  parties  to 
come  to  terms;  or  choose  arbitrators  in  America.  Other- 
wise, further  proofs  demanded  2413-2415 

June     27    Dutch  Church  of  New  York.    The  new  church  building 2415 

28  Claftsis  of  Amsterdam  to  Kev.  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen.  Aston- 
ished for  his  style  of  language.  Requested  not  to  publish 
his  "Refutation".  Reasons  for  reserving  decision.  Ex- 
horted to  peace.  His  excommunications  of  members  not 
legal.  His  failure  to  answer  certain  questions.  Should 
make  confessions  and  retractions.  The  other  parties  must 
do  the  same.  Arbitrators.  Classical  desire  for  peace.  2416-2420 
Clafisis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Complainants.  Similar  advice 
to  that  above  2420-2424 

July      27-Aug.  5    Synod  of  North  Holland.    PhUadelphia 2424 

The  Consistories  of  Certain  German  Churches  in  Pennsyl- 
vania to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 242&-2437 

Aug.     14    Dutch  Church  of  New  York.    The  new  church  building.    A 

certain  debt   2438 

16  Revs.  Du  Bois,  Antonides  and  Boel  to  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam. Their  advice  to  the  German  ministers  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  write  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 2438,  2439 

Oet.  4  Classis  receives  a  letter  from  Staten  Island.  Anthony  Cur- 
tenius  received  among  the  "  Conunendatos "  for  Foreign 
Churches.    Rev.  Nathan  Erickzon  sent  to  C*uracoa. . .  2439-2440 

Nov.  14  Classis  receives  letter  from  New  York  about  the  (Jerman 
churches  in  Pennsylvania.  Comforting  letter  to  be  writ- 
ten to  them 2440 

20    Dutch  Church  of  New  York.    The  new  church 2440,  2441 

28  dassiB  of  Amsterdam  to  the  German  churches  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, under  care  of  J.  P.  Boehm.  Sympathy  of  Classis  for 
them.  Will  carefully  consider  their  circumstances.  Ex- 
hortation to  fidelity   2441,  2442 

Dee.  1  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  ministers  at  New  York.  x*he 
German  churches  in  Pennsylvania.  Exhortation  that  all 
should  follow  Church  Rules  in  accepting  certificates,  when 
oflfered    2443,  2444 
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Dec.      12    Dutch  Church  of  New  York.    Charges  at  funerals.    Duties  of 

Organist 2444 

1729. 
Jib.        9    Dutch  Church  of  New  York.    Admonition  to  the  Organist. . .  2444 
11    Claasis  requests  ministers   of  New  York  to  honor  church 

certificates  from  Staten  Island  2445 

90    Dutch  Church  of  New  York.    The  Organist  apologizes  for  his 

absences 2445 

Testimony  of  Peterson  and  Van  Nostrand  concerning  a  meet- 
ing between  the  Complainants  and  Frelinghuy  sen . . .  2446,  2447 
Feb.        3  (13)     Consistory  of  T.  J.  Frelinghuy  sen  to  the  Complainants. 
Offers  to  annul  the  Ban  on  certain  conditions.    Invitation 
to  meet  the  Consistory  on  Feb.  20.    Meeting  held,     i^x- 

tracts  of  letters,  requiring  confessions,  etc.,  read 2447-2449 

March  6, 10  Dutch  Church  of  New  York.  Need  of  more  funds  to  com- 
plete the  new  church.    Appeal  from  pulpit  for  more  funds. 

2449-2454 
29  The  Complainants  to  Key.  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen.  Technical 
objections  to  the  Consistory's  propositions  for  peace.  Ar- 
bitration by  outside  parties  deemed  impossible.  Desire 
Frelinghuysen  to  comply  with  directions  of  Classis,  with- 
out conditions.  Frelinghuysen  alone  must  annul  the  Ban, 
and  recognijEe  the  Complainants  as  members.    Complainants 

are    then    prepared    to   make    suitable    acknowledgments. 

2454-2456 

May      22    Dutch  Church  of  New  York.     The  new  church 2456,  2457 

April      4    Classis  approves  the  Book  of  Frelinghuysen,  styled,  "  The 

Mirror  which  does  not  Flatter  " 2457,  2458 

6    Grovemor's  license  to  make  a  collection  to  aid  in  complet- 
ing the  new  Dutch  Church  in  New  York 2458 

19  Rev.  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen  to  the  Complainants.    Is  willing  to 

obey  the  Classis  but  not  the  conditions  of  the  Complain- 
ants. Classis  requires  of  the  Complainants  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  imprudence  and  the  recognition  of  Freling- 
huysen as  their  lawful  minister.  This  must  be  done  in 
writing.  Then  the  ban  will  be  removed.  Arbitrators  may 
then  be  appointed.  Complainants  may  remain  in  the  Reces- 
sion Congregation,  of  1727,  organized  by  Rev.  Coens.  His 
action  in  this  not  to  be  approved.  The  ban  not  to  be  with- 
drawn until  they  confess  2459-2461 

June  10  The  Complainants  to  Rev.  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen.  Many  techni- 
cal and  verbal  criticisms  of  his  letter  to  them  of  April 
19,    1729    2461-2468 

20  The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Bret'nren  in  Pennsylvania. 

Classis  ratifies  all  the  Acts  of  Rev.  J.  P.  Boehm,  before  his 
ordination.  That  he  must  now  be  ordained  by  the  min- 
isters in  New  York.  Boehm's  Church  Rules  endorsed. 
This  action  of  Classis  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  precedent. 

2468-2471 
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June  20  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  John  Philip  Boehm.  Call 
of  the  Geiman  churches  upon  him  to  be  considered  legal, 
from  necessity.  Must  now  be  ordained  by  the  Dutch  min- 
isters of  New  York   2471-2473 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  ministers  of  New  York. 
Request    them    to    ordain    John    Philip    Boehm,    nomine 

Qassis 2473-2475 

July      26    Synod  of  North  Holland,  Philadelphia 2475 

18,    Oct.  3    Anthonius  Curtenius  assigned  to  go  to  New  Nether- 
land.     His  examination  and  ordination 2475,  2476 

30-Aug.  26    Dutch  Church  of  New  York.    Church  of  Fordham.  2476 

2477 

Oct.       23  and  Nov.  13    Dutch  Church  of  New  York.    Bonds 2477-2478 

Nov.      14    Uquor  licenses  required  in  Albany 2478 

20    Three  Mile  Run,  N.  J.,  raises  a  subscription  for  a  pastor 2478 

23  Ordination  of  John  Philip  Boelim  in  New  York.    Review  of 
i  the  circumstances.    Substance  of  the  letters  of  the  Classis 

of  Amsterdam  on  this  business.  New  ministers  for  the  Ger- 
man churches  to  be  sought  from  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam. Salary  of  Domine  Boehm.  The  German  Elders  and 
Deacons  to  subscribe  to  the  Dutch  Doctrines  and  Discip- 
line.   Their  subscriptions.    Record  of  the  Ordination.  2478-^484 

24  Reconciliation  between  Domines  Boehm  and  Weiss 2484-2487 

20    Documents  about  Boehms'  ordination  in  New  York  to  be 

recorded  2487 

29    The  Lutheran  Church  in  Albany 2488 

Dec.       18    Dutch  Church  of  New  York.    The  new  church 2488,  2489 

New  Volume  of  Sermons  by  Frelinghuysen  2490 

1730. 
Jan.  1  Dutch  Church  of  New  York.  Appointment  of  Jan  de  la  Mon- 
tague, as  sexton.  Eight  particulars  as  to  his  duties  in  the 
Building.  Four  particulars  as  to  his  duties  to  the  Con- 
sistory. Four  particulars  as  to  his  duties  about  the  graves. 
Prices  at  funerals.  His  special  payments  for  duties  to  the 
Elders;  for  his  duties  to  the  Deacons;  for  his  duties  to  the 
Church  Masters.    Prices  for  graves  2490-2495 

25  Dutch  Church  of  New  York.     Request  of  John  P.  Zenger  to 

be   organist    2495,  2496 

Feb.-Marcli.    Advertisement  by  Rev.  George  ^iichael  Weiss  for  scholars.  2496 
April     13    Consistories  of  Poughkeepsie  and  Fishkill  to  certain  ministers 
at  Amsterdam,  giving  them  power  of  attorney  to  call  a 

pastor  for  them.    His  duties  and  salary 2497-2502 

17     Consistories  of  Poughkeepsie  and  Fishkill  to  the  Classis  of 

Amsterdam  about  their  call 2503-2506 

The  Consistory  of  Freehold  and  Middletown,  N.  J.,  to  cer- 
tain individuals  in  Amsterdam  to  secure  a  minister  for 
them.  Their  circumstances.  Employment  of  Rev.  Joseph 
Morgan,  a  Presbyterian,  for   twenty  years;    giving  them 
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one-fourth  of  his  time.    Desirability  of  a  Dutch  minister. 
Power  of  Attorney  to  call.    His  qualifications  and  duties. 

His  compensations.    Attestations  2506-2513 

Fuly      25-Aug.     Synod  of  North  Hollond.    Philadelphia. 2513,  2514 

17    Classis  of  Amsterdam  and  the  German  church  of  Philadel- 
phia   2514 

Sept.  4  Rev.  Geo.  M.  Weiss  of  Philadelphia,  visits  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam.    Opposition  to  Rev.  J.  P.  Boehm.    Asks  aid  to 

build  a  church  in  Philadelphia  2514,  2515 

[)ct.  2  Action  of  Classis  on  the  affairs  of  Rev.  J.  P.  Boehm.  Reaffir- 
mation of  the  legality  of  Boebm's  ministxy.  New  Report 
desired  on  the  Frelinghuysen  and  Raritan  Affair. . . .  2515,  2516 

6    Dutch  Church  of  New  York.    Pews 2516-2519 

14    Rev.  Jedediah  Andrew's  testimony  to  the  German  minister 

of  PhUadelphia   2519 

Dec.  5  Classis  sends  letters  to  Pennsylvania.  Rev.  Weiss  and  Elder 
Reiff  raising  money  for  the  churches  in  Pennsylvania.  Let^ 
ters  received  from  New  York  about  ordination  of  Boehm. 
Acts  of  the  Synod  to  be  sent  yearly  to  New  York.  Report 
on  the  Raritan  case.  Rev.  Frelinghuysen  very  sick.  Peace 
negotiations  broken  off.  Complainants  desire  to  be  released 
from  their  excommimication,  and  to  call  a  minister  for 
themselves;   have  sent  power  of  attorney.     Poughkeepsie 

and  Fishkill  have  done  the  same 2519-2521 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  John  P.  Boehm.  Sympathy  of 
Classis.  Sorrow  at  their  schisms.  Suggest  exchange  of 
pulpits  between  Boehm  and  Weiss  in  the  interest  of  peace. 

Exhortation  to  cultivate  gentleness  and  peace 2521-2523 

Gassis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Three  Grcrman 
churches.  References  to  the  factions  existing.  Exhorta- 
tions to  peace   2523-2524 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  church  of  Schipback.  Opposi- 
tion of  some  to  Boehm's  ordination.  Importance  of  peace 
in  the  church.  Exhortations  to  recognize  Boehm*s  ordina- 
tion and  to  promote  peace 2524-2528 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  ministers  of  New  York.  Com- 
mends their  exact  obedience  in  reference  to  the  ordination 
of  Boehm;  and  their  laborious  correspondence  about  the 
churches.  Their  letters  to  Boehm  and  his  opponents.  Rev. 
Weiss  and  Elder  Reiff  in  Holland  to  raise  money  for  the 
church  of  Pennsylvania.  Weiss*s  inclinations  for  peace. 
Much  money  raised  by  Weiss  and  Reiff.  Acts  of  Synod  to 
be  sent  to  America.  Decision  on  the  Raritan  disputes  de- 
layed     2528-2532 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistories  of  Poughkeepsie  and 
I'ishkill.    Congratulations  on  their  determination  to  have  a 
minister.     Minister  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible..  2533,  2534 
1731. 
Jan.        9    Gerard  Haagoort  accepted  by  the  Classis  as  **  Commendatus  " 

for  foreign  churches  —  Raritan  case  still  pending 2534 
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Jan.        9    Petition  to  be  allowed  to  collect  funds  to  build   a   Dutch 

Church  at  Fishkill 2534,  2635 

Feb.  10,  March  19.  Society  for  Propagating  the  €k>spel  receive  a  letter 
dated  June  15,  1730,  from  Rev.  John  J.  Ehlipr  (Ehle,  Oehl;) 
for  Bishop  of  London  —  Consideration  of  Mr.  Ehlig's  let- 
ter —  Ilis  poor  circumstnnccs    2535 

April  2  Cornelius  Van  Schie  received  in  Classis  as  "  Commendatus " 
for  foreign  churches  —  Rev.  Gerard  Hagoort  called  to  Free- 
hold and  Middletown,  N.  J. —  His  examination  and  ordina- 
tion—  Clasftis  receives  a  Report  on  the  Raritan  case  —  The 
Complainants  released  from  their  excommunication.  .2535,  2536 

14    Dutch   Church   of   New  York  —  Rules   about  Pews 2537 

May       7    Classis  approves  letters  to  be  sent  to  Raritan,  MillBtone  (or 
Harlingen)  and  other  places — ^Action  about  sending  copies 
of  Minutes  of  Synod  to  New  York  and  Cape  of  Good  Hope .  2537 

253g 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  at  Raritan  —  Sym- 
pathy for  sickness  of  Frelinghuysen  —  Sorrow  at  their  con- 
tinued troubles  —  Exhortation  to  Peace  —  Classis  refuses  to 
allow  the  disaffected  to  call  another  minister;  releases  the 
disaffected     from      their      excommunication  —  Exhortation 

against  certain  irregulanties    253S-2540 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Complainants  at  Raritan  — 
Grief  at  their  estrangements  —  Joy  at  their  submission  to 
Classical  authority,  and  at  their  expressed  desires  for  peace 
—  Sorrow  that  peace  was  not  accomplished;  and  at  Freling- 
huysen's  sickness;  also  at  alleged  irregularities  —  Classis 
releases  them  from  their  excommunication  —  Exhortation 
not  to  boast  about  it  —  Refuses  to  allow  them  to  call  an- 
other pastor  —  Desires  further  information  about  the  Eng- 
lish dissenter's  preaching 2540-2544 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  (Seceded)  Consistories  of  Har- 
ligen.  Old  Raritan  and  Three  Mile  Run  —  Classis  refuses 

to  allow  them  to  call  a  pastor 2544,  2545 

29    Messrs.  Knibbe  and  Wilhelm  to  Church  of  North  and  South 

Hampton,  Pa 2545 

June      4    Call  of  Cornelius  Van  Schie  to  Poughkeepsie  and  Fishkill  — 

His  examination  and  ordination 2545,  2540 

7    Certain  ministers  in  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistories  of  Pough- 
keepsie and  Fishkill  —  Y^n  Schie  accepts  their  call. .  2546,  2547 
16    Rev.  Mr.  Poyer  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  — 
Their  missionary  at  Jamaica  for  twenty-one  years  —  Con- 
tentions with  the  Independents  —  Law-suits  go  against  the 
Episcopal  Church  — ^Asks  to  be  permitted  to  return  to  Great 

Britain  on  accoimt  of  the  infirmities  of  age 2547 

28    Rev.  Mr.  Colgan  applies  to  be  sent  to  the  Episcopal  Church  of 
Jamaica  in  place  of  Rev.  Mr.  Poyer  —  Testimonials  as  to 
character    2548 
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June     30-1732.    RIP  VAN  DAM,  ACTING  GOVERNOR. 

1781. 
July       2    Rev.  Peter  Van  Drieseen  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Teach- 
ing the  Indians  for  twenty  years,  besides  his  Albany  charge 

—  One  tribe  Christianized  — ^Another  tribe  under  instruction 

—  Had  taught  them  gratis  —  Had  refused  to  apply  to  the 
English  Society  for  assistance  —  Indians  desire  to  give  him 
land;  and  ask  that  churches  might  be  built  near  their 
castles  —  Asks  pecimiary  help  from  Classis 2543-2550 

31-Aug.  9     Freehold  and  Middletown  —  Revs.  Haeghoort  and  Van 

Schie 2551 

Aug.-NoY.    Great  Epidemic  in  New  York   2551 

Aug.      12    Church  of  New  York  —  Arrangements  of  preaching 2551 

Sept.      1    Church  of  New  York  —  Proposed  amendment  to  Dutch  Church 

Charter 2551,2552 

12    Rey.  Peter  Van  Driessen  to  Rev.  Mauritius  Grome,  at  the 
Hague  —  His  labors  in  instructing  the  Indians  —  Offers  of 
GoYemors  to  recommend  him  to  the  English  Society  for  aid 
—  Refusals  — ^Asks  for  help  from  the  Classis  of  the  Hague.  2652 

2553 
18     The  Complainants  at  Raritan,  to  Rev.  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen  — 
daasis  had  released  them  from  the  excommunication;  had 
also  disapproved  his  allowing  an  English  dissenter  in  his 
pulpit;  requests  that  he  and  his  Consistory  do  not  submit 

to  the  decisions  of  the  Classis    2553,  2554 

28    The  Consistory  of  Navesink  to  certain  ministers  in  Amster- 
dam —  Safe  arrival  of  domine  Haagoort  —  Great  satisfaction 

in  him  —  Their  gratitude 2554,  255i 

Oct.        1    Letters  to  be  written  by  the  Classis  to  the  ministers  in  New 
York,  also  to  Revs.  Boehm  and  Weiss,  in  reference  to  re- 
turn of  Weiss,  and  the  disposition  of  the  moneys  collected.  2556 
2    The  Raritan  churches  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Recov- 
ery of  Frelinghuysen  —  Thanks   for   admonitions  —  Willing 
to  regard  the  Complainants  relieved  of  the  Ban,  if  they  will 
acknowledge  our  doctrines  as  orthodox,  and  unite  with  us  — 
They  take  no  liberties  with  the  Church  Order,  except  as  all 
do  here,  when  circumstances  require  —  The  English  dissenter, 
Tennent,    misrepresented  —  Entirely    separated    from    us  — 
Rev.  Joseph  Morgan  also  an  English  dissenter,  preaches  for 
the  Dutch  and  English  —  The  Dutch  in  this  region,   long 
dependent  on  Morgan  —  Should  they  persecute  Presbyter- 
ians?—  Classis  completely  misled  2556,  2657 

4     Churches  of  Poughkeepsie  and  Fishkill,  N.  Y. —  Rev.  Cor.  Van 

Schie    2557,  2558 

6  The  Consistory  of  the  Raritan  congregation  to  the  Complain- 
ants—  The  desire  of  the  Consistory  for  peace  —  The  Com- 
plainants' interpretation  of  the  letter  of  Classis  not  correct 

—  The  release  from  the  Ban,  because  of  their  professed  long- 
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ing  to  enjoy  the  sacrament  —  The  Ban  not  declared  illegal — 
The  Classis  only  desiree  peace  and  union  —  Must  show  their 
willingness  to  acknowledge  Frelinghuysen  as  orthodox,  and 
accept  the  regulations  of  the  church  —  The  Consistory  will 
preserve  pure  doctrine  —  A  speedy  answer  desired . .   2558,  2559 

Oct.       19    The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  ministers  in  New  York  — 
Desires  information  about  Weiss  and  Reiff,  and  the  moneya 

collected    2559,  2660 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  George  M.  Weiss  —  Sur- 
prised at  receiving  no  letter  about  his  arrival,  or  the  funds  — 
Desire  information  at  once  —  Exhortation  to  peace  with  Rev. 

Boehm 2560,  2561 

30    Trinity  Church,  New  York,  to  Society  for  Propagating  the 

Gospel 2561,  2562 

Nov.  3  Rev.  Mr.  Campbell  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gos- 
pel—  Gives  his  reasons  why  Mr.  Poyer  desired  to  return 
home,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Colgate  desired  to  go  to  Jamaica. . . .  2562 

Dec.      18    Classis  receives  a  letter  from  Rev.  Peter  Van  Driessen,  with 

a  treatise  of  Van  Drissen  on  the  Catechism 2562 

20    Church  of  New  York  —  Precentor,  Sexton,  Pews  —  English 
Language  only   to  be  used   in  Courts  —  Census  of  New 

York 2562,  2563 

1732. 

Jan.  13.  Rev.  R.  Erickson  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Reference  to  the 
ordination  at  New  Haven,  of  John  Van  Driessen  —  Installed 
by  his  brother  at  Kinderhook  and  Claverack  —  His  intru- 
sions at  Kingston  and  vicinity  —  Desires  Classis  to  make 
a  declaration  concerning  his  character,  and  the  illegality  of 

his  orders  for  Dutch  churches 2564 

Colden's  Report  on  Grants  of  Land,  and  Vacating  Acts  —  Im- 
plied references  to  Dellius 2565 

1732-42.       Revivals  in  America  —  References  to  Authorities 2565 

Jan.  25  Rev.  Alexander  Campbell  to  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gos- 
pel—  Death  of  Rev.  Mr.  Poyer  —  Success  of  the  Presby- 
terians in  getting  the  church  property  at  Jamaica  —  Next 
missionary  will  also  lose  the  salary  raised  by  taxation  — 
Applies  for  the  place,  however   2565 

Feb.        4    Classis  of  the  Hague  receives  application  from  Rev.  Peter  Van 

Driessen   for   help  —  Referred    2565,  2566 

7  The  Complainants  to  Rev.  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen  and  his  Consis- 
tory—  Decline  to  compare  letters  in  full  —  As  to  their 
opinion  of  the  legality  of  the  Ban,  and  as  to  Frelinghuyeen's 
orthodoxy,  refer  to  their  letters  of  1729  —  Classis  has  re- 
leased them  from  the  Ban  —  Peace  and  reunion  offered  on 
following  conditions:  That  they  should  without  stipula- 
tions, comply  with  the  Church  Order  of  Holland;  and  in 
accordance  with  command  of  Classis,  (1)  Recognize  us  as 
released  from  the  Ban,  and  recognize  us  as  in  full  church- 
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membership.  (2)  Return  to  the  old  footing,  in  everything, 
of  the  Dutch  Church.  (3)  In  order  to  peace,  that  the  present 
Consistory  resign.  (4)  That  a  new  Consistory  be  chosen, 
half  by  each  side.  (5)  That  after  installation,  the  new 
Consistory  join  with  Rev.  Frelinghuysen  in  full  peace,  and 
for  the  preservation  of  order,  against  that  dissenter. 
(6)  That  future  disputes  be  settled  by  our  own  preachers 
and  all  the  others  of  this  land,  or  to  five  of  them,  being 
orthodox.  (7)  That  certificates  of  membership  from  other 
churches,  be  honored.  (8)  That  you  show  proper  respect  to 
all  other  of  our  ministers,  and  apologize  to  those  whom  you 
have   offended  —  They    offer   to    agree  to   the   above,   and 

(1)  They  will  acknowledge  Frelinghuysen  as  their  pastor. 

(2)  When  hb  Consistory  resign  their  offices,  the  Complain- 
ants will  also  resign  theirs  (in  their  seceded  congregations). 

(3)  That  they  will  comply  with  the  Dutch  Church  Order  in 
all  things,  and  will  live  in  Christian  unity  —  These  Peace- 
Articles  to  be  subscribed  yearly  by  all  newly  elected  mem- 
bers of  Consistory  —  Wish  for  a  favorable  answer..   2566-2568 

:>b.  14  The  Consistory  of  Raritan  to  the  Complainants  —  Pleased  with 
their  friendly  expressions  and  desires.  (1)  Will  grant  first 
condition,  if  they  will  acknowledge  the  doctrines  taught  by 
Frelinghuysen  as  orthodox,  as  Classis  required.  (2)  Agree 
to,  and  do  follow  the  Church  Order,  as  far  as  circumstances 
here  admit.  (3)  Cannot  consent  to  the  resignation  of  the 
whole  Consistory,  except  on  demand  of  Classis  —  They  had 
promised  to  carry  out  wishes  <of  Classis.  (4)  Willing  that 
some  new  members  should  be  elected,  but  not  by  your  repre- 
sentatives, as  such,  but  by  those  present,  as  Constitution 
requires.  (6)  The  Classis  was  wrongly  informed  about  Rev. 
Gilbert  Tennent,  a  Presbyterian  dissenter  —  Not  a  Colleague 
—  Was  not  invited  by  Frelinghuysen — (See  under,  date  of 
May  4,  1732)  —  Cannot  ignore  the  Presbyterians.  (6)  Will 
gladly  submit  disputes  to  the  Dutch  ministers  here  —  But 
first  inform  us.  (7)  As  to  Certificates:  Classis  is  satisfied 
with  us.  (8)  We  all  desire  brotherly  harmony  —  Will  for- 
get and  forgive  everything  —  Will  be  glad  to  have  a  joint 
meeting  —  Neither  you  nor  we  wish  to  write  again . .   2568-2570 

Marc-h  13  Church  of  New  York  —  Propo^l  to  have  Haeghoort  preach 
again  with  a  view  to  calling  him  —  The  ministers,  the  com- 
mittee to  invite  him  2570,  2571 

23  Raritan  churches  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  (This  is  only  a 
postscript  to  letter  of  Oct.  2,  1731,  which  see).— Terms  of 
peace  proposed  by  the  Complainants  and  answered  —  Will- 
ing to  submit  to  Classis 2571 

1732?  Spring?  Church  of  Kingston,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  In- 
trusion of   Rev.    John   Van   Driessen,   and    schisms   caused 
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thereb7 — All  the  villages  of  Ulster  under  one  pastor,  Peter 
Vas  —  Lived  in  peace  and  unity  —  Van  Driessen  came  from. 
Holland  without  ordination  or  even  a  certificate  of  any  Idnd 
—  Ordained  by  the  Independents  —  Settled  at  Klnderhook 
and  Claverack  —  Rejected  by  the  latter  church  for  miscon- 
duct—  Intruded  himself  in  Ulster,  in  the  absence  of  Rev. 
Vas  —  Created  a  schism  —  Encouraged  by  his  brother,  Rev. 
Peter  Van  Driessen  — Attempt  to  vindicate  John  Van  Dries- 
sen —  Meeting  called  at  Kingstone  —  Broke  up  in  tumult  — 
Bad  results  of  John  Van  Driessen's  intrusion — Aeks  help 

of  Classis 2571-2573 

April      3    Church  of  New  York  —  Calling  of  Haeghoort  left  to  the  Rul- 
ing Consistory 2573-2575 

7  Rev.  Peter  Van  Drissen  asks  aid  of  Classis  to  build  two  new 

churches  —  More  definite  information  to  be  asked  for.  2575,  2575 

8  Classis  of  Amsterdam   to  Rev.  Peter  Van  Driessen  —  Praises 

his  zeal  for  the  Indians  —  Desires  more  accurate  informa- 
tion in  order  to  give  a  satisfactory  reply 2576,  2577 

12,  IS  Church  of  New  York  —  Draught  of  call  on  Rev.  Haeghoort  — 
His  congregation  in  Monmouth  Co.,  N.  J.,  to  be  reimbursed 
for  expenses  in  bringing  him  to  America  —  Salary  of  John 
Peter  Zenger  as  organist  —  Note  on  Zenger 2577-2579 

18  Consistory  of  Kinderhook  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
The  zeal  of  Rev.  Peter  Van  Driessen  to  secure  ordination  for 
his  brother  John  —  Receives  ordination  at  New  Haven  — 
Called  to  labor  on  Livingston  Manor  —  Settled  at  Kinder- 
hook  and  Claverack  —  Installed  by  his  brother  —  Preaches 
eloquently  and  acceptably  —  Spirit  of  Jealousy  and  division 
at  Claverack  —  Ask  advice  of  Classis 2580,  2581 

21  Consistories  of  Poughkeepsie  and  Fishkill  to  certain  minis- 
ters at  Amsterdam  —  Safe  arrival   of  Rev.   Cornelius   Van 

Schie  —  Hearty  thanks  of  the  churches 2581,  2582 

May  1  Rev.  Gterardus  Haeghoort  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Safe  arrival  —  Hearty  reception  —  People  becoming  Angli- 
cized for  lack  of  Dutch  schools  —  Schisms  caused  by  the 
preaching  of  Frelinghuyeen  —  Surprised  that  he  was  not  in- 
formed of  the  divisions  here  —  Rev.  Joseph  Morgan  — 
Church  becoming  imited  again  —  Keeps  himself  aloof  from 

the  Raritan  disputes    2582,  2583 

4  The  Complainants  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Thanks 
Classis  for  release  from  the  Ban,  and  for  exhortations  to 
peace  —  Enclosed,  are  their  offers  of  peace;  and  the  reply 
from  the  Frelinghuysen's  Consistory  —  Their  remarks 
thereon  —  Peace- Articles  sent,  and  reply  from  Frelinghuy- 
sen's  Consistory  —  Complainants'  observations  both  on  these 
Articles,  and  the  answer  made  to  them  —  Ask  Classis  to  de- 
cide—  Rev.  Gilbert  Tennent  —  Their  opinion  of  Frelinghuy- 
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Ben's  Consistoiy  —  Request  Classis  to  allow  Complainants  to 
call  another  minister — A  real  Dutch  Church  needs  to  be 
organized  here  —  Their  surmises  —  Rev.  Gilbert  Tennent  is 

in  friendship  with   Frelinghuysen    2583-2588 

May       4    Declaration  of  the  Complainants  about  their  own  relations, 

as  charged,  with  Rev.  Gilbert  Tennent 2588,  2589 

5    Letter  to  be  sent  to  Rev.  Peter  Van  Driessen 2589 

7  Rev.  Cornelius  Van  Schie  to  certain  ministers  at  Amster- 
dam—His voyage  over —Arrival,  reception,  installation  — 
Smallpox  in  New  York  —  Relative  values  of  money  —  The 
people  somewhat  wild  and  unbroken  —  Schoolmaster  needed. 

2589>2501 

—  Trinity  Church,  New  York,  to  Society  for  Propagating  the 

Gospel  2591 

10    Raritan   Consistory   explains   misunderstanding  —  Offers  arbi- 
tration    2592 

12    Revs.    Du    Bois    and    Boel    to    Classis    of    Amsterdam  —  Not 

found 2592 

July  7  Classis  receives  letters  from  Revs.  Haeghoort  and  Van  Schie. 
Letters  received  by  Classis  from  the  Complainants  at  Raritan 
and  from  the  regular  Consistory  there  —  Also  letters  from 
Rev.  Vas,  of  Kingston,  and  from  Rev.  Erickzon — Ask  for 
copies  of  their  Acts,  on  the  forged  certificates  of  John  Van 
Driessen 2592.  2593 

—  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Gerard  Haeghoort  —  Congratu- 

lations on  his  safe  arrival  and  hearty  reception  —  Surprise 
at  certain  expressions  in  his  letter,  that  Classis  had  not  in- 
formed him  of  schisms  existing  in  Freehold  —  Classis  asserts 
ignorance  of  them  in  that  locality   2593 

—  Classis  of  Amsterdam   to   Rev.   Cornelius  Van    Schie  —  Con- 

gratulations on  his  safe  arrival  —  Important  for  him  to 
co-operate  with  the  other  ministers  for  the  best  interests  of 

the  churches  in  New  Netherland 2594 

17  Consistory  of  Raritan  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  State- 
ment that  the  Complainants  only  pretend  to  desire  peace  — 
Complainants  made  no  response  to  our  overtures  of  May 
10,  1732  about  arbitration  —  Committee  sent  to  them  — 
They  reject  the  arbitrators  named  —  Consistory  offered  to 
call  another  minister,  conjointly  with  them  —  Simon  Wyck- 
off's  declaration;  would  never  acknowledge  Frelinghuysen 
as  orthodox  —  Some  of  their  adherents  leaving  them  —  Re- 
fusal to  let  them  have  a  separate  minister  will  soon  end  all 

divisions    2594,  2595 

Rev.  Peter  Van  Driessen  to  certain  ministers  in  Amsterdam  — 
His  heavy  labors  —  Rapid  Christianization  of  the  Indians 
along  the  Mohawk  —  Long  continued  peace  —  Necessity  of 
churches  for  them  to  gather  them  in  —  Jesuits  (from  Can- 
ada)   still  visit  them,  but  chiefly   for  political  purposes  — 
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Request  Claasis  to  ask  compensation  for  his  Indian  labors 
from  the  English  Society 2595,  2590 

July     21    Report  of  the  Deputies,  that  the  people  of  Harlingen  (of  the 
Complainants'  party)  were  entitled  to  have  a  minister,  yet 

with  precautions  against  separations    2596,  2597 

Synodalia — ^Action  of  the  Classis  on  resolutions  —  Rev.  Weiss 
and  elder  Reiff  —  Effort  to  recover  the  moneys  obtained  — 

Care  in  the  printing  of  the  Dutch  Bible 2597,  2598 

25    Gassis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  Harlingen  —  Per- 
mits them  to  call  a  minister  —  Exhortation  to  peace....  2599 

Aug.       4    Address  of  Dutch  Church  of  New  York  to  Grovemor  Cosby, 

on  his  arrival  2599,  2600 

1732?  The  Church  of  Hackensack  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Safe  arrival  of  Domine  Curtenius  —  Thanks  of  the  church  — 
Schraalenberg  and  Paramus  have  called  Domine  Mantius 
(Manciua)     2600.  2601 

15  Trusteeship  of  Presbyterian  Property  in  New  York  put  in 

charge  of  Presbyterian  General  Assembly  of  Scotland 2601 

Sept.  1  Classis  has  granted  Church  of  Harlingen  permission  to  call  a 
minister  —  Frelinghuysen  to  be  written  to,  that  he  must 
make  peace  with  the  disaffected,  within  three  months,  or 
liberty  will  be  granted  the  Complainants  to  call  a  minister.  2601 

Fall  Acts  of  the  Deputies — Abstract  of  letter  from  the  Consistory 

of  Kingston  in  the  Spring  of  1732 2602-2604 

FaD.  Acts  of  the  Deputies — ^Abstract  of  letters  by  the  Deputies; 
one  from  New  York,  dated  Nov.  2,  1730,  signed  by  Revs. 
Du  Bois,  Antonides  and  Boel:  Letters  received  from  Classis 
and  forwarded  —  Ordination  of  Boehm  —  Secessions  in  his 
church  —  Rev.  Weiss  and  Elder  Reiff,  and  the  moneys  col- 
lected in  Holland  —  Rev.  Peter  Van  Driessen,  and  John  Van 
Driessen's  ordination — A  second  letter,  dated  May  12,  1732, 
by  the  same:  Rev.  Erickson  and  John  Van  Driessen  — 
Rev.  Peter  Van  Driessen  —  The  schism  at  Kingston,  caused 
by  John  Van  Driessen  —  Arrival  of  Rev.  G.  W.  Mancius 
in  1730  —  Settled  first  among  the  Germans ;  now  at  Scraa- 
lenberg  and  Paramus — ^Ask  for  all  the  Acts  of  Synods  since 
Synod  of  Dort  —  Liberty  of  the  Dutch  Church  under  Great 
Britain  —  Offensive  life  of  John  Van  Driessen 2G04-2608 

Oct.  6  Letter  to  Raritan,  (according  to  Sept.  1.)  read  and  approved 
—  Letters  to  be  written  to  New  York,  to  Revs.  Vas  and 
Erickzon;  also  to  Rev.  Peter  Van  Driessen  with  serious 
rebukes 2608 

WILLIAM  COSBY,  GOVERNOR,  AUGUST  1,  1732  —  MARCH  10,  1736. 

14    Charter  of  New  York  City,  confirmed   2608 

16  Specimen  of  a  Marriage  License  2608,  2609 

19    Classis   of   Amsterdam   to   Rev.   T.   J.   Frelinghuysen  —  Com- 
plaint that  Frelinghuysen  had  not  annulled  the  Ban  without 
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conditions  —  Ordered  to  obey  at  once  —  The  Church  Order 
also  muBt  be  adhered  to  —  Claasis  allows  the  people  of  Har- 
lingen  to  call  a  pastor  for  themselyes  —  Peace  must  be  made 
within  three  months  or  the  Complainants  to  be  allowed  to 

call  a  minister 2609,  2610 

XoT.      22    Trinity  Church,  New  York  City 2610 

Dee.  1  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Vas  and  Erickson  —  Surprise 
at  the  conduct  of  Rev.  Peter  Van  Driessen  and  of  John 
Van  Driessen  —  Decision  that  John  Van  Driessen  is  not  a 
lawful  minister:  Never  ordained  by  a  Dutch  Classis;  Inde- 
pendents had  no  right  to  ordain  a  minister  for  Dutch 
churches;  his  personal  life,  unfit  for  a  minister;  once  pre- 
sented forged  certificates  to  Classis 2610,  2611 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Peter  Van  Driessen  —  Surprise 
at  hie  conduct  in  reference  to  his  brother  John  Van  Driessen, 
knowing  of  his  evil  life  —  Admonitions  —  His  forged  papers 
—  His  petition  to  be  recommended  to  the  English  Society 
for  compensation  for  labors  among  the  Indians,  returned  to 

him 2611,  2612 

—  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  ministers  at  New  York  —  Pleas- 
ure in  the  correspondence  —  Sorrow  at  the  discords  in  Penn- 
qrlvania  —  Rev.  Weiss  and  Elder  Reiff  —  Fears  for  the 
safety  of  the  money  collected  —  Have  written  to  Rev.  Vas 
and  Erickson,  as  well  as  to  Rev.  Peter  Van  Driessen,  on 
the  John  Van  Driessen  business  —  Have  written  to  the  par- 
ties at  Raritan,  requiring  obedience  to  decisions  of  Classis  — 
About  complete  set  of  Minutes  of  Synod  of  North  Hol- 
land—  No  new  candidates  for  foreign  churches....  2612,  2613 
5    Church    of    New    York  —  Rules   for    purchase   of   Vaults    or 

Graves  near  the  Nassau  St.  Church   2613,  2614 

19     Church  of  New  York  — Manor  of  Fordham,  etc 2614,  2615 

1733. 

Jan.        9     Church  of  New  York    2615 

13  Rev.  Peter  Van  Dries  (sen)  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Encloses  a  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  asking  compen- 
sation from  the  English  Society  for  his  labors  among  the 

Indians  —  Refused  —  Letters  to  New  York 2615,  2616 

Church    of   New    York  —  Rules    about    Vaults,    Burials,    etc. 

2616-2618 
March    2    Frelinghuysen    publishes    another    collection    of    sermons  — 

Preface  of  the  same  —  Title  of  the  Sermons 2618,  2619 

21    Classis  hears  a  letter  from  Rev.  P.  Van  Driessen  —  No  reply 

to    be    made    2619,  2620 

21-31    Dutch    Church   of   New   York  —  Commission    of    Gerrit   Van 
Wagenen  as  Precentor,  Schoolmaster  and  Comforter  of  the 
Sick,  in  the  Old  Church  Conditions  and  Terms  —  Publication 
of  the  Appointment 2620,  2621 
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April      13    Letter  of  Classis  to  New  York,  read  and  approved 2621 

14    Rev.  ManciuB  to  Glasais  of  Amsterdam  —  Not  found 2621 

—  Complaint  against  the  Sheriff  of  Westchester  for  refusing  the 

votes  of  certain  Quakers  —  Report  on  the  same. . . .  2621-2623 

—  Rev.   Michael  Christian  Knoll   at  Quassaick,   etc 2623 

May  3/12    Church  of  New  York  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Not  found.  2623 

3  Governor  Cosby  to  the  Duke  of  New  Castle  —  The  Judges  in 
New  York  —  Intention  to  remove  Lewis  Morris,  who  gave 
judgment  in  favor  of  the  dissenters  at  Jamaica  ....  2623,  2624 

28    Church  of  New  York  —  Manor  of  Fordham 2624,  2625 

Jume     13    Dutch  Church   of  New  York  —  Further   Statement  of  Com- 
mission to  Gerrit  Van  Wageuen,  as  Precentor,  etc. .  2626,  2627 
July       18    Church  of  New  York  —  Manor  of  Fordham 2627 

30  Dutch  Church  of  New  York — Appointment  of  Jan  Van  Am- 

heim  as  Foresinger,  etc.,  in  the  New  Church 2628,  2629 

Aug.      21     Church  of  New  York  —  Manor  of  Fordham 2629 

26  Rev.  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen  to  the  Complainants  —  (Not  found).  2629 
Sept.  27  The  C<Mnplainants  to  Rev.  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen—  (Not  found).  2629 
Oct.  5  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  ministers  of  New  York  —  Re- 
ceived letter  of  May  3/12  —  Thanks  for  their  trouble  in 
behalf  of  all  the  churches;  and  for  having  induced  Rev. 
Mancius  to  correspond  with  Classis — Address,  on  the  Min- 
utes of  Synod  sent  over  —  Pennission  to  correspond  with 
the  Deputies  of  the  Synod  of  North  and  South  Holland, 
about  the  Pennsylvania  churches  —  Necessity  of  an  agent 
to  care  for  the  German  chiurches  —  Rev.  J.  P.  Boehm  — 
Request  concerning  the  reconciliation  of  Revs.  Vas  and  Peter 
Van    Driessen  —  John    Van    Driessen  —  Difficulties    of    the 

Raritan  case 2629-2631 

dTlassis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  George  M.  Weiss  —  His  letter 
from  Catsldll  received  —  Sorry  for  the  alienations  in  Penn- 
sylvania —  Confusion  in  the  accounts  of  the  funds 2631 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  George  W.  Mancius  —  His  let- 
ter from  Kingston  received  —  Glad  at  his  willingness  to  cor- 
respond with  Classis  —  Let  him  also  correspond  with  the 

ministers  at  New  York 2632 

6    Petition  of  the  Dutch  Church  of  Albany  to  the  MaycMT  and 
Aldermen  of  the  same  —  Ask  for  the  confirmation  of  cer- 
tain lands  —  Granted 2632,  2633 

31  New  York  Council  Journal  —  Act  to  impower  the  Vestry  at 

Jamaica  to  dispose  of  £60.  now  in  the  hands  of  Church 

Wardens  —  Nov.  1 :     The  Act  itself 2633,  2634 

Not.       4    Indian  Deed  to  the  King  for  the  Mohawk  Flatts  —  The  site  of 

several  early  churches  in  the  Mohawk  Valley 2634,  2635 

25    Rev.  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  (Not 

found) 2635 

16    Rev.  Mr.  Vesey  to  the  Bishop  of  London  —  Requests  him  to 
see  to  it  that  the  Act,  above  mentioned,  be  not  confirmed  — 
Intended  for  benefit  of  dissenters 2635,  2636 
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Dec      18    Complaint  ag&iiist  the   Sheiiff  of  Westchester   for  refusing 

Quakers  the  right  to  rote 2636,  2637 

28     Report  on  Ck)mplamt  of  Quakers 2637,  2638 

173J-1777. 

Rev.  Wm.  Tennent  2638 

17M. 
Jti.  1,  8,  etc    The  Peace  Articles,  (accepted  on  Not.  18,  1733),  as  read 

from  the  Raritan  pulpits 2638-2640 

12    CoiisiBUMy  of  New  York  informed  by  Gdnsistory  at  Raritan 
that    IMinghujsen    was    insane  —  Question    whether    he 
could  be  continued  as  their  minister  — ^Referred  to  DeputatL  2640 

28    Attorney  General's  opinion:     Quakers  may  not  vote,  if  they 

will  not  take  oath 2640,  2641 

Kareh  31     Church  of  New  York  —  Manor  of  Fordham  2641 

April       5    Ccmsideration  of  Frelinghuysen's  condition  still  pending  ....  2642 

30    Council  Journal — ^Act  for  the  relief  of  Quakers 2642 

llty       3    Case  of  FreUnghuysen  still  pending  —  Ecclesiastical  Bodies  at 
the  Cape  and  in  New  Netherland  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
Deputati 2642,  2643 

10  Society  for  Propagating  the  Grospel,  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  — 
Rev.  Mr.  Colgan  and  the  parish  of  Jamaica  —  Review  of  the 
Ministry  Act  of  1693  —  Said  Act  confirmed  by  the  Eling, 
May  11,  1697  —  Explanatory  Act  passed  in  1703  —  This  con- 
firmed by  the  King,  March  30,  1704 —  The  Society  in  Eng- 
land have  supplemented  the  salaries  of  their  ministers  in 
America  to  the  amount  of  £635  sterling  per  year  —  Act  of 
Nov.  1,  1733,  an  Act  independent  of  all  preceding  Acts, 
which  are  not  mentioned  therein  —  Fear  that  the  entire 
Revenue  of  the  Ministry  Act  may  be  diverted  —  Ask  that 

it  may  not  be  confirmed 2643-2645 

Jane       7    Classis  receives  a  letter  from  Rev.  Freeman  concerning  Freling- 

huysen  —  Referred  to  the  Deputies  2645 

14  Rev.  Mr.  Colgan  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  — 
Thanks  for  giving  him  the  parish  of  Jamaica  —  Condition 
of  the  parish  —  Quakers  and  Independents,  its  bane  —  Suit 
for  the  church  property  lost  —  Property  given  to  the  Pres- 
byterians—  Episcopalians  obliged  to  meet  in  the  Town 
House  —  Their  eflforts  to  build  a  new  church,  and  their 
success   2645,  2646 

19    Reasons    for    the    removal    of    Chief -Justice    Morris:    partly 

religious    2646,  2647 

Aug.      23     Charter  of  the  Church  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y 2647-2652 

Sept  6  Deputies  give  account  of  the  letters  of  FreUnghuysen  and 
others  at  Raritan.  1.  Letter  from  Frelinghuysen  and  his 
Consistory  read,  addressed  to  Complainants  —  Promise  to 
obey  orders  of  Classis.  2.  Letters  of  Malcontents  to  Freling- 
huysen and  his  Consistory  read,  offering  certain  Peace 
Articles.    3.  Letter  from  Frelinghuysen,  etc.,  to  Complain- 
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ants,    accepting    Peace    Articles    with    some    modifications. 
4.  Letter  of  Frelinghuysen,  etc.,  to  Classis  notifying  Classis 
thBft  the  Ban  has  been  removed  —  Suggest  a  Colleague  — 
Classis  approved  the  Peace  Articles  and  ordered  letters  to  be 
written  to  both  parties,  and  suggestions  as  to  the  modifica- 
tions — Approve  calling  a  Colleague  —  Letters  from  New 

Albany  also  received  and  referred   2652-2654 

Fall  Acts  of  the  Deputies  on  the  Raritan  Case.     (This  is  without 

date,  but  evidently  belongs  in  Sept.  or  Oct.  1734.) — Allu- 
sions to  the  letters  of  the  two  parties  to  each  other  —  The 
Proposals  of  the  Complainants,  and  the  answer  of  Freling- 
huyeen's  Consistory,  placed  side  by  side;  those  articles  ac- 
cepted, marked  "Granted";  and  in  other  cases  specifying 

the  modifications   2654-2658 

Oct.  4  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Kev.  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen  —  Rejoices 
at  their  obedience  to  its  decisions  as  to  the  ban;  and  at  the 
restored  unity;  at  their  acceptance  of  the  Peace  Articles  — 
Approves  of  the  Peace  Articles  —  Leaves  minor  points  to 
the  parties  themselves  —  Remarks  of  Classis  about  admit- 
ting "those  of  another  language"  to  preach;  about  calling 
a  colleague;  about  receiving  members  on  certificates.  2659,  2660 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Complainants  —  Rejoices  at  the 
prospects  of  peace  —  Classis  ratifies  the  Plan  of  Peace  — 
Remarks  of  Classis  on  "admitting  a  preachw  of  another 

language;"  on  calling  a  colleague 2660,  2661 

New  Albany  desires  a  minister  able  to  preach  in  both  Ger- 
man and  Dutch  —  Referred  to  the  Deputies  2662 

9    Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Letters  to  the  Raritans  were  read 

(and  approved) 2662 

Nov.       1    Journal  of  New  York  council  —  Act  for  raising  £50.  to  repair 

Church  of  Schenectady 2662 

Dec.        19    Zinzendorf  ordained 2662 

7    Mohawk  Flatts  —  Site  of  several  churches  2663 

Rev.  Henry  Barclay  settles  among  the  Mohawks 2663 

1735. 

Jan.      11    Letters  sent  off  to  the  Raritans  —  Letter  from  New  Albany, 

referred   2663 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  mimsters  at  New  York  —  Min- 
utes of  Synod  sent  —  Allusions  to  the  re-establishment  of 
peace  at  Raritan  —  Shall  a  new  minister,  a  colleague,  be 
sent  to  Raritan  —  Classis  would  be  glad  to  have  some  Plan 
proposed  to  promote  the  union  of  all  the  Dutch  Churches 
in  New  Netherland,  by  a  yearly  Convention,  without  im- 
pairing the  Correspondence  with  Holland 2663,  2664 

June     10    Gov.  Cosby  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  —  Sends  over  Act  to  allow 

Quakers  to  vote   2664 
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July  8  Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Extract  from  a  letter  from  Raritan  — 
Peace  Articles  had  been  read  in  the  churches  with  general 
happy  effects;  but  union  not  yet  completed  —  Reasons  — 
Some  of  the  Complainants  had  engaged  Rieger  for  one  year, 
although  not  very  orthodox;  others  met  and  read  sermons  — 
Complainants  did  not  contribute  toward  Frelinghuysen's 
salary,  nor  toward  erection  of  a  church  —  A  second  minis- 
ter sent  by  Classis,  would  tend  to  more  disquiet,  as  would 
also  the  organization  of  a  new  church  —  They  cannot  afford 
to  assist  the  disaffected  in  building  a  new  church  —  Prefer 
to  join  with  the  disaffected,  in  calling  a  colleague  —  Three 
excellent  Presbyterian  ministers  in  the  vicinity  —  Some  of 
the  Dutch  hear  and  help  support  these  —  Should  there  not 
be  liberty  to  permit  some  of  these  to  preach  in  Dutch 
churches?  —  Presbyterian  ministers  preach  in  certain 
churches  in  Holland  —  Consistory  must  decide  whom  to  ad- 
mit to  the  Lord's  Supper  —  Any  minister  sent  from  Holland, 

to  the  disaffected  would  be  an  object  of  pity 2065-2668 

Bev.  Mr.  Colgan  to  the  Secretary  of  Society  for  Propagating 
the  Gospel 2668,  2669 

1736. 
Feb.      2.3     Mohawk  Flatts  —  Sites  of  Palatine  churches 2669 
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1736. 
March    12     Church  of  Schoharie  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam —  (Not  found).  2670 
May  17,  18,  28    Mohawk  Flatts  —  Settlers  to  be  sought  from  Germany 

(Palatines)  and  from  Ireland    2670-2672 

June  6,  14    Dutch  Church  of  New  York  —  Rules  for  ringing  the  bell  — 

Business  items  2672 

June  18,  July  26     Mohawk  Flatts  —  Proposals  for  Protestant  Settlers..  2672 

2673 
Sept.      3    Rev.  John  Schuyler  of  New  York,  called  to  Schoharie  —  Ap- 
proval   of    Classis    asked  —  Removal    of    Van    Schie    from 
Poughkeepsie  to  Albany  —  Rev.  Weiss  is  suing  Elder  Reiff 

for  the  moneys  collected  in  Holland   2073,  2074 

Oct        1     Call  of  Schuyler  still  pending  —  Letter  to  be  written  to  Rev. 

Van  Schie   2674 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  Schoharie  — 
The  call  of  John  Schuyler,  approved  on  condition,  that  he 
be  examined  by  Rev.  Erickson  and  Haeghoort  nomine 
ClaS8i8;  that  he  sign  the  Formulas  before  ordination;  that 
a  record  be  kept  of  the  same;  and  the  Classis  be  notified; 

but  this  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  precedent 2075 

The    Classis    of    Amsterdam    to    Rev.    George    M.    Weiss  — 
Grieved  at  the  strifes  in  Central  New  York  —  Management 
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of  the  churches  in  Pennsylvania  left  mostly  to  the  Synod 
of  North  and  South  Holland  —  Investigations  as  to   the 

moneys  collected  by  Weiss  and  Reiff  to  be  made 2676 

Nov.      27    Rev.  Henry  Barclay,  missionary  to  Indians 2677 

Dec.       13    Church  of  New  York  —  Manor  of  Fordham 2677 

1787. 
Jan.        8    Report   of   the  Deputati   on   the   Letters   to    Raritan,    etc., 

adopted   2678 

Glassis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  at  Raritan  —  Thank- 
ful that  the  Peace  Articles  had  been  read  —  The  pietistical 
need  to  be  kindly  admonished  —  Fear  to  send  a  second  min- 
ister as  a  colleague  —  Doubtful  if  union  could  be  thus 
effected  —  English  Presbyterian  ministers  may  be  heard,  if 
unto  edification  —  Ignorant  members  may  not  be  kept  from 
the  Lord's  Supper  because  of  ignorance,  but  admonished  to 

grow  in  knowledge 2678,  2679 

March  16    Action  of  the  New  York  Consistory  about  a  Coetus  —  Haeg- 

hoort's  reasons  for  the  necessity  of  a  Coetus 2679,  2680 

April       9    Mohawk  Flatts  —  Protestant  settlers   2680 

12    Further  action  of  the  New  York  Consistory  on  a  Coetus.  2680,  2681 

21    Governor's  Proclamation  for  a  day  of  Thanksgiving 2681 

Hay        2    Action  of  the  Great  Consistory  of  New  York  on  a  Coetus  — 

Letter  to  Domine  Haeghoort   2081,  2682 

24.27  Consistory  of  Church  of  New  York  sends  a  Circular  Letter 

to  all  the  churches,  inviting  them  to  send  their  ministers 
to  a  Convention  to  prepare  Plan  of  a  Coetus  —  The  I^etter  — 
Benefits  of  a  Coetus   2682-2684 

27.28  John  Henry  Goetschius  applies  to  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of 

Philadelphia    for    ordination  —  Testimonials    satisfactory  — 
His  examination  —  To  study  divinity  with  some  minister  — 

Allowed  to  continue  preaching  2684,  2685 

Jnne  6  Revs.  Haeghoort,  Du  Bois,  Freeman  and  Sandvoord  to  Classis 
of  Amsterdam  —  Proposition  for  a  Coetus  —  Preliminary 
Conference   to  be  called  —  This   to  inform   Classis  —  Hope 

for  encouragement  2685 

Sept.  7,  8,  12    Convention  concerning  a  Coetus  —  Answers  of  the  churchee 

—  Preliminary  action  —  Reasons  for  a  Coetus,  as  given 
domine  Mancius  and  Muzelius  —  Articles  adopted  as  a 
basis  for  a  Coetus ;  as  to  the  business  of  a  Coetus.  2086-2689 
12    Circular  Letter  of  the  Convention  held  to  plan  a  Coetus,  to 
the  several  churches  —  Necessity  of  a  Coetus;  would  pro- 
mote ministerial  unity  and  increase  respect  for  the  clergy; 
would  prevent  all  alienations  among  the  churches;   would 
settle  difi&culties;    would  bind  the  churches  together,  and 
preserve  purity  of  doctrine  and  discipline;    would  attract 
ministers  and  candidates  from  Europe;   all  earnest  Chris- 
tains  must  recognize  the  advantages  of  such  a  Body. .  2689,  260# 
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«pt  13  Revs.  Du  Bois,  Freeman,  Van  Driessen,  Curtenius,  Van  Sant- 
Yoord  and  Heaghoort,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Re- 
view of  the  circumstances  —  A  Coetus  approved  by  all  the 
churches  with  one  exception  —  Fundamental  Articles 
adopted  —  These  to  be  sent  to  the  churches  for  approval  — 
Another  Convention  to  meet  in  Spring  of  1738  —  The  Arti- 
cles as  finally  adopted  to  be  submitted  to  Classis  for  ap- 
proval      2690,  2691 

10  Revs.  Antonides,  Boel,  Mancius  and  Muzelius  to  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam  —  Request  Classis  to  delay  their  answer 
about  a  Coetus  or  Gassis  in  America  —  They  only  pretend 
subordination  to  Classis  —  Muzelius  wants  the  Classis  alone 
as  judge  over  the  churches  —  Others  seek  Independency  of 
Classis  —  The  other  parties  are  proclaiming  that  Classis 
wants  a  Coetus  organized  over  here  —  Extracts  from  Classi- 
cal Letters,  to  prove  that  Classis  has  asserted  that  min- 
isters in  America,  are  members  of  the  Classis  and  Synod 
In  Holland  —  That  a  new  Classis  in  America  is  far  distant; 
that  Classis  is  continually  cautioning  the  ministers  to  main- 
tain correspondence  and  remain  subordinate  —  Also  Rev. 
Mancius  and  his  church  had  subordinated  themselves  firmly 
to  the  Classis,  and  against  anything  in  prejudice  thereto  — 
So  also  Rev.  Boel  declared  that  the  Classis  had  not  ad- 
vised Circular  Letters  to  be  sent  about  a  Coetus,  or  a  Con- 
ference on  the  subject,  but  only  that  there  should  be  cor- 
respondence on  the  subject  —  Postscript  in  October  —  In- 
forms Classis  that  Domine  Du  Bois,  since  1734,  has  entirely 
withdrawn  from  correspondence  with  Boel    2691-2694 

fj  Rev.  Gerard  Haeghoort  to  a  certain  minister  of  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam  —  Anxious  to  receive  permission  to  ordain 
Schuvler  over  church  of  Schoharie  —  No  answer  in  two 
years  —  This  does  not  accord  to  our  subordination  to  Classis 

—  Await  the  result  of  our  action  about  a  Coetus  —  Necessity 
of  a  Coetus  for  many  reasons  —  Not  in  conflict  with  sub- 
ordination—  Belong  to  Classis,  but  cannot  attend  its  ses- 
sions on  account  of  distance  —  Consistory  have  their  own 
powers,  under  Classis  —  Many  Consistories  must  have  some 
power,  when  together  —  Design  of  a  Coetus  —  To  harmonize 
churches  and  settle  difficulties  —  Yet  no  intermediate  body 
between  a  Consistory  and  Classis  —  Ought  we  not  to  be- 
come a  Classis?  —  Desirability  of  a  Classis  in  America  for 
many  reasons  —  Danger  of  absolute  independency  of  each 
church  —  Classis  of  Amsterdam  does  not  always  answer 
letters;  has  no  power  to  enforce  its  decisions  over  here,  as 
over  the  Complainants  against  Frelinghuysen  —  A  Classis 
here  is  necessary  to  prevent  one  church  lording  over  another 

—  Examples  —  Du  Bois  now  sides  with  Frelinghuysen  and 
Van  Santvoord    2695,  2696 
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Sept.     28    Trinity  Church,  New  York  —  Official  Pews 2897 

Sept.?  An  appeal 'in  behalf  of  Staten  Island 2697,  2698 

Dec.      16    Encouragement  Bill  for  a  Classical  School  2698 

Two  additional  Sermons  of  Frelinghuysen  printed  —  Preface  — 

Topics 2698,  2699 

Enlargement  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York  —  Description  of.  2699 
1738. 

Jan.        7    Weiss  to  dassis  of  Amsterdam  —  Not  found 2700 

Jan.      19    Question  about  Romish  Baptism 2700 

31    Action  of  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  to  record  the  Minutes 

of  the  Convention  met  to  plan  a  Coetus 2700,  2701 

Feb.      21    Church   of  New   York   appoints  elders  as  ddegates   to   the 

Coetus 2701 

March  10    Rev.  J.  B.  Boehm  informs  Classis  of  Amsterdam  of  the  coming 

of  domine  Dorsius  to  Bucks  Co.,  Pa 2701 

April      14    Letters  to  New  York,  etc,  approved 2702 

20  Revs.  Erickson  and  Haeghoort  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Delay  in  reception  of  letter  —  Apology  for  loss  of  patience  — 
Earnest  request  for  a  Coetus  to  approve  calls,  etc. —  Explana- 
tion and  ordination  of  Schuyler  for  Schoharie  —  Erick- 
zon  has  removed  from  Schenectady  to  the  Navesinks  — 
Schuyler  came  with  his  elders  to  be  ordained  at  Second 

River 2702-2704 

Church  of  Schoharie  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Joy  at 
letter  of  Classis,  and  gratitude  for  ordination  and  installa- 
tion of  their  pastor,  Rev.  John  Schuyler 2704,  2705 

24    Rev.  George  H.  Weiss  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Had  urged 
the  church  in  Pennsylvania  to  submit  to  Classis,  and  not 

follow   sectarians    2705,  2706 

27    Draft  of   a  Coetus  —  Constitution   for  the   Dutch  Reformed 

Churches  in  New  Netherland  — 11  Articles 2706-2708 

The  Coetus,  per  Rev.  G.  Du  Bois,  Pres.,  and  G.  Haeghoort, 
Sec,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Necessity  of  a  Coetus 
long  recognized  —  Members  of  the  Classis  urged  its  forma- 
tion—  The  necessity  felt  in  America  more  than  in  Holland 
—  An  annual  Assembly  or  Coetus  formed  —  Classis  has 
never  officially  replied  to  letters  relating  to  the  formaticm 
of  a  Coetus  —  Now  inform  Classis  of  the  fact  —  We  are  to 
settle  things  over  here  —  We  also  adopt  the  Formulae  of 
Unity  —  Classis  too  distant  to  act  on  all  our  affairs  —  Do 
not  cut  ourselves  entirely  loose  from  Classis,  but  will  cor- 
respond with,  and  take  counsel  of  Classis  —  Ask  for  Classi- 
cal ratification  of  the  Coetus,  so  as  to  strengthen  the  Body; 
and  to  be  remembered  to  the  Synod  —  Revs.  Boel,  Anto- 
nides,  Mancius  and  Muzelius  oppose  the  Coetus;  but  they 

are  generally  favorable  2708-2710 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Extracts  from  a  letter  of  the  ministers 
composing  the  Coetus  —  Decline  of  the  church   on  Staten 
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Island,  owing  to  deaths  and  removals  —  Requeats  the  Synod 
to  aid  that  church,  as  it  does  other  needy  congregations 

(German)    2710 

lUj      5    The  Deputati  had  not  sent  the  letter  about  the  Coetus,  to 
New  York,  because  other  letters  came  in  later,  asking  delay 

—  The  Deputati  to  report 2711 

Jine      2    The  Deputati  make  such  Report  —  (Not  recorded)   2711 

Public  High   Schools    2711 

9    C3assis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Friends  of  a  Ooetus 2712 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Opponents  ol  a  Coetus 2713 

15    Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  G.  Du  Bois  —  (Not  found) . . .  2713 
Aug.  First  claim  set  up  by  the  heirs  of  Anneke  Jans  to  Trinity 

Church  property    2713,  2714 

Stpt     1    CSassis   receives  letter   from   Rev.   G.  M.   Weiss  —  Deputati's 
answers  about  Coetus  in  New  York  still  further  delayed, 

on  account  of  additional  letters  received   2714 

Oct.  6  Deputati  to  report  on  the  affairs  of  Rev.  Weiss  —  New  York 
Coetus  business  in  statu  —  Committee  to  report  on  the  doc- 
trine and  life  of  the  Moravians  —  A  warning  Pastoral  Let- 
ter to  be  prepared  concerning  them 2714,  271*5 

20  Rev.  G.  Du  Bois  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  per  Rev.  Wm. 
Schiphout  —  Urges  the  importance  of  the  Coetus  —  Free 
exercise  of  religion  without  any  support  from  the  state  — 
Classis  must  see  its  necessity  and  usefulness  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  churches  —  Intended  to  promote  unity  of  the 
churches  —  The  decision  of  the  Classis  futile  in  the  Raritan 
affair  —  Frelinghuysen  compelled  to  endure  great  persecu- 
tion—  Rev.  Muzelius  —  All  American  (lurches  can  better 
understand  their  own  difficulties  than  by  those  across  the 
ocean  —  His  personal  correspondents  urge  the  Coetus.  2715-2717 
XoT.      4    Matters  of  Revs.   Boehm,  Weiss,  and   the  Coetus,  remain  in 

sUtu   2717 

Miscellaneous  items 2717 

1730. 
Jas.  13  Acts  of  the  Gassis  of  Amsterdam  —  Letters  to  be  written  to 
Rev.  Boehm,  asking  him  to  clear  himself  of  several  matters; 
also  to  Rev.  Dorsius  respecting  certain  remarks  of  his;  also 
to  Rev.  Weiss  —  Deputati  asked  to  present  a  Report  on  the 
matter  of  a  Coetus  in  New  York  —  Pastoral  Letter  against 

the  Hemhutters   (Moravians)  approved   2717,  2718 

14    Rev.  J.  P.  Boehm  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Allusions  to 
Weiss,  Miller,  and  especially   (John)  Henry  Goetschy,  who 

is  officiating  without  ordination  2718 

[arch    0    Trinity  Church  orders  all  the  arrearages  of  Quit-rents  to  be 

paid,  1607-1739 2719 

20    Opponents  to  Coetus  to  CHassis  of  Amsterdam  —  Not  found  — 

Abstract  in  Oct.  1739 ' 2719 
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Ai»il  6  Letters  to  the  New  Netherland  churches  read  and  approved  — 
Classis  approves  of  a  Coetus,  if  it  is  to  remain  a  Coetus, 

and  do  nothing  which  is  the  prerogative  of  a  Classis 2710 

9    Revs.  Vas  and  Mancius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Ask 
advice  about  a  certain  case  of  marriage  and  divorce,  and 

their  rights  as  church-members  —  (See  July  20) 2720 

30    Dutch  Church  of  Albany  keep  a  pound 2721 

May        2    Episcopal  Convention  at  New  York  , 2721 

4    Letters  read  and  approved  to  St.  Thomas  and  New  York. . . .  2721 
Jun«      15    Proposal  to  settle  Scotch  Protestants  near  Crown  Point. . . .  2721 

28  Church  of  New  York  —  Manor  of  Fordham 2722 

Ju]f     20    Report:     Parties  at  Kingston  (see  April  9)  to  be  required  to 

abstain  from  the  Lord's  Supper  —  Letter  received  from  Rev. 

Weiss  —  Referred  2722 

Aug.      17     The  Kingston  case  and  the  letter  of  Weiss  remain  in  statu. .  2723 

29  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  seven  ministers  of  the  Coetus  — 

Several  letters  on  the  subject,  received,  pro  and  con;  No 
objection  to  a  Coetus  if  no  opinion  is  expressed  against  the 
doctrine;  and  no  examinations  be  held  for  licensure  or  ordi- 
nation, for  these  are  prerogatives  of  Classis.  P.  S.  Oct. 
10  —  Count  Zinzendorf  about  to  visit  New  York  —  The  Pas- 
toral Letter  against  the  Moravians  sent  to  New  York  —  The 
opponents  of  Coetus  declare  the  Coetus  intends  Inde- 
pendency —  If  so,  the  Coetus  is  disapproved 2723,  2724 

21    The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  Eangston  — 

The  parties,  (see  April  9),  not  to  be  permitted  to  commune.  2724 

Sept.  17  The  letter  of  Eangston,  forwarded  —  Letter  from  four  min- 
isters objecting  to  a  Coetus  in  New  York,  received  —  Re- 
ferred   2724,  2725 

•ct.        5    Report  on  the  letter  of  the  ministers  objecting  to  a  Coetus  — 

Action  already  taken  to  be  communicated  to  them 2725 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Extracts  from  a  letter  of  the  oppo- 
nents of  a  Coetus,  dated  March  29,  1739  — The  intention  of 
its  friends  to  turn  the  Coetus  into  a  Classis  —  Wish  to  see 
the  reasons  given  for  a  Coetus  —  Correspondence  of  the 
Classis  said  to  be  too  individual  —  It  is  said  there  are 
enough  Dutch  ministers  here  now  to  set  up  a  government 
for  themselves  —  Circular  Letter  sent  out  assiuned  too  much 
authority  —  Kingston  was  only  willing  to  seek  information 
—  Mancius  and  Mujselius  not  invited  to  the  Conference  on 
Sept.  6,  but  happened  in  —  They  oppose  a  formal  organiza- 
tion of  the  Convention,  arguing  that  there  were  only  Con- 
sistories, Classes  and  Synods  —  Church-members  could  not 
be  compelled  to  come  before  a  Coetus  for  trial  —  The  char- 
tered churches,  (New  York,  Kingston,  Albany,  Schenectady, 
Livingston  Manor),  are  only  bound  by  their  charters,  to  their 
own  Consistories  and  to  the  Church  Grovemment  of  Dort — 
A   Coetus    being   unknown    to    that    form    of   government 
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would  liave  no  authority  —  The  unchartered  churches  exist 
only  under  the  Act  of  Toleration  —  Friends  of  Coetus  had 
bound  themselves  to  the  closest  correspondence  with 
Claaala;  yet  had  undertaken  to  establish  a  Coetus;  but  can- 
not now  be  sure  of  either  correspondence  or  a  Coetus  — 
The  subscribers  will  stand  for  "  Subordination  to  Classis  "  — 
They  complain  that  the  Acts  of  Synod  sent  over  are  kept 

in  possession  of  the  friends  of  the  Coetus 2725-2729 

Nor.      9    Rer.  6.  Du  Bois  to  Jacob  Olen  of  Schenectady  —  Thanks  for 
entertainment  —  His  letter  to  Rev.  Dorsius,  enclosing  one 
from  the  Elders  of  Schenectady,  inviting  Dorsius  to  become 
their  pastor  —  Description  of  the  church  there 2730,  2731 

Claasie  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  V.  Antonides  —  His  complaints 
against  the  friends  of  a  Coetus  —  Reasons  for  a  Coetus  sent 
to  him  —  Classis  has  given  permission  for  a  Coetus  on  cer- 
tain conditions  —  Urges  him  not  to  oppose  it  —  Copy   of 
the  Pastoral  Letter  against  the  Moravians 2731,  2732 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  P.  H.  Dorsius  —  His  zeal  — 
Danger  of  lording  it  over  others  —  Exhortation  to  humility. 

2732,  2733 

Claesis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  J.  P.  Boehm  —  Classis  willing 
to  aid  him  pecuniarily  —  Exhortation  to  be  more  diligent 
in  study 2733-2734 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  6.  M.  Weiss  —  Correspondence 
with  the  Classis  —  Another  call  —  The  question  of  the  funds 
held  by  Reiff  —  He  should  be  made  to  reply 2734,  2735 

Miscellaneous  items 2735 

1740. 
Xiirh    8    Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Extracts  from  a  letter  of  Rev.  Dor- 
sius of  Bucks   Co.,  Pa.  —  The  correspondence  —  Complains 
of  the  charges   made  against  him  —  His   respects   for  the 
Synods  —  Would  make  a  defence  if  he  knew  the  charges  and 

accusors  2735,  2736 

31    Testimonial  of  Rev.  Cornelius  Van  Santvoord  to  Rev.  P.  H. 

Dorsius 2736 

April  1  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  J.  P.  Boehm  — Thanks  him  for 
reporting  to  Rev.  Dorsius  the  condition  of  the  Pennsylvania 
churches — Sympathizes  with  him  in  his  hardships,  and  will 
seek  to  help  him  —  Sends  him  Kulenkamp's  treatise  against 

the  Moravians   2737 

4    Kulenkamp's   treatise  against  the  Moravians  to   be   sent  to 

Surinam  and  New  York   2738 

8  Churches  of  Kings  County  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Request  Classis  to  send  them  a  minister  —  Freeman  and 
Antonides   very   aged  —  Duties  of   the  new   minister  —  His 

salary  —  Preliminary  expenses  —  Perquisites   2738-2740 

14    Certificates  of  Rev.  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen  to  Rev.  P.  H.  Dorsius.  2740 
Tone    13    Church  of  Schenectady  made  into  a  Fort 2740 
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June  13,  27,  July  18    Classis  receives  a  letter  from  Rev.  DorsiuB  —  Letters 

to  be  written  to  him,  to  Rev.  Boehm,  and  to 

New  York   2741 

Acts  of  the  Synod  of  South  Holland  —  Count  Zin- 
zendorf  —  The  candidates,  Van  Basten  and  Groet- 

schey  are  regarded  as  ministers 2741 

July      31    Act  for  naturalizing  Johannes  Martinus  Van  Harlingen 2742 

Aug.       8    Classis  sends  Letters  to  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  with 
a  Pastoral  Letter  and  Kulenkamp's  book  against  the  Herm- 

butters   (Moravians)    2743 

Sept.      4    Classis   announces  their  desire  to  find   a  minister  for   Long 

Island  2743 

Oct.        3    Extracts  from  letter  of  Rev.  J.  P.  Boehm,  read  to  Classis. . . .  2743 
Call  of  the  Churches  of  Queens  County  on  Rev.  John  Henry 

Gk)6t8chius , 2743-2745 

Nov.     22    Rev.  Mr.  Colgan  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Qoepel  — 

Affairs  at  Jamaica  —  Rev.  Mr.  Whitefield   2745 

Dec.      27  '  Rev.  Henry  Barclay,  petitions  for  and  receives  a  piece  of  land 

in  the  Mohawk  country 2745 

Revivalism  at  this  period  —  Miscellaneous  items 2745,  2746 

1741-1767. 

Records  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  New  York  —  Small 
Manuscript  Volume  containing  signatures  of  Elders,  Deacons 
and  Church-Masters,  1716-1767  — Note  by  Rev.  Dr.  T.  W. 

Chambers  —  Liste  of  Officers  1741-67   2746-2750 

1741. 

Missions  among  the  Mohawks  —  Rev.  Henry  Barclay 2751 

April    10    Rev.  Dorsius  has  no  authority  to  act  as  Superintendent  in 

Pennsylvania 2751 

22  Burning  of  the  Fort  and  Chapel 2751 

23  Rev.  B.  Freeman  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  About  the 

conditions  of  a  Coetus  —  Coetus  must  resist  false  doctrine  — 
Long  delay  of  Classis  in  filling  calls  —  Expense  of  getting 
ministers  from  Holland  —  Desirability  of  a  Classis  —  Inde- 
pendent preachers  —  Dorsius  authorized  by  Classis  of  Rotter- 
dam to  ordain,  etc. —  Arrival  of  Goetschius  —  His  Installa- 
tion at  Jamaica  —  Students  under  Dorsius  —  Classis  of  Am- 
sterdam has  a  right  to  constitute  a  Coetus  here;  has  author- 
ized ordination  —  Opposition  of  Muzelius  and  Mancius  — 
Desires  subordination  to  Classis  2752,  2753 

28    Dutch  Church  of  New  York  —  Monthly  meeting  of  Consistory 

—  Repairing  Church  on  Manor  of  Fordham 2753,  2754 

May        1    Rev.  P.  H.  Dorsius  sends  testimonials  to  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam (See  Mar.  31,  1740,  and  April  14,  1740)   2754 

8    City  of  Albany  donates  eight  pounds  to  church  of  Schagticoke.  2754 

14  Rev.  Gualterus  Du  Bois  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Conditions 
required  for  a  Coetus  —  Warnings  against  the  Moravians  — 
Arguments  against  the  Coetus  —  Failure  to  get  a  Convention 
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in  1741  —  General  demand  for  a  Coetus  —  Domine  Dorsius 
said  to  have  been  authorized  by  Olassis  of  Rotterdam  to 
ordain,  etc. —  Rev.  J.  H.  Goetschius  —  Hence,  the  necessity 
of  Classis  of  Amsterdam  constituting  a  Coetus  —  Difficulty 
of  obtaining  ministers  from  Holland  —  Some  are  going  over 
to  the  Independents  or  Episcopalians  —  Perfect  freedom  of 
conscience  here  enjoyed;  but  this  permits  all  sorts  of  fanati- 
cism —  A  Coetus  would  tend  to  order  and  harmony  —  John 
Van  Driessen — Moravians  —  Will  not  answer  the  objections 
to  the  Coetus  in  detail  —  Reasons  for  defections  to  the 
'  Episcopalians  and  Independents  —  Necessity  of  another  min- 

ister  on  Long  Island 2754-2757 

Jue    20    Burning  of  the  Fort  and  Chapel  —  The  Negro  Conspiracy.  2757-2750 
July       3    Commission  of  George  Clinton  to  be  Governor  of  New  York: 

As  to  Religion   2759,  2760 

11    Rev.  John   Arondeus  called  by   the  Deputies  of  the  Classis 

for  the  churches  of  Kings  County 2760 

14  Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  G.  M. 
Weiss  —  Has  baptized  several  Indians  —  Only  one  minister, 
an  Englishman,  among  them  —  The  French  of  Canada  build 
schools  and  churches  for  them  —  Will  endeavor  to  satisfy 

the  Classis  about  Pennsylvania  matters  2760,  2761 

17    Rev.  John  Arondeus  accepts  the  call  to  Kings  Coimty 2761 

23, 28    Final  settlement  of  the  Church  of  New  York  with  the  Estate 

of  Mrs.  Selyns    2761-2763 

Aig.  20,  24    Burning  of  the  Fort  and  Chapel 2763,  2764 

Sept.  4  The  Classis  reads  letters  from  Rev.  B.  Freeman  and  Rev.  G. 
Du  Bois  —  Inquiries  to  be  made  about  the  power  given  to 
Rev.  P.  H.  Dorsius  —  Final  examination  of  Arondeus  and 

his  ordination   2765 

9  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Church  of  Midwout,  etc. —  The 
call  and  ordination  of  Arondeus  —  Exhortation  to  receive 
him  in  love  —  Reference  to  ordination  of  Goetschius  by  Dor- 
sius, and  his  settlement  at  Jamaica 2765,  2766 

Oct        2    Letter   to  Midwout   approved  —  Inquiries   to   be   made   about 

Dorsius   2766 

Xov.  17-27    Action  of  Legislative  Assembly  on  bill  to  tax  merchants  to 

help  sustain  the  minister  and  the  poor   2767 

Dec.       12    Letter  from  Rev.  Wilhelmus  about  Dorsius  —  Letters  to  Dor- 
sius and  New  York  to  be  written  in  accordance  with  Report.  2767 

14  Dutch  Church  of  New  York;  evening  service  instead  of  after- 

noon   2767 

15  Rev.   Mr.   Colgan   to   Society  for   Propagating  the  Gospel  — 

Progress  of  Church  of  England  —  Decline  of  enthusiasts  — 

Whitefield  2767,  2768 

Board  of  Correspondence  in  New  York,  instituted,  in  connec- 
tion with  Scotch  Society  for  Propagating  Christian  knowl- 
edge—See 1709  2768 
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Jan.  9  Return  of  Rev.  John  Arondeus  —  Captured  by  pirates  — 
Robbed  —  Asks  to  be  released  from  engagement  to  Kings 
County;  or  otherwise,  to  delay  his  journey  —  Classis  refuses 
to  release  him,  but  will  admit  delay  —  Charity  invoked  in 

hi8  behalf 2768,  2709 

14    Dutch  Church  of  New  York  —  Proposal  for  a  third  minister  — 

A  new  door  in  Old  Church — Manor  of  Fordham...  2769,  2770 
21,25    Dutch  Church  of  New  York  —  A  third  minister  —  Subscription 

ordered 2770 

30    Cases  of  Arondeus  and  Weiss  remain  in  statu 2771 

Feb.  18,  March  11,   18    Church  of  New  York  —  Calling  a  Third  Min- 
ister    2771-2773 

April      2    Letter  from  Rev.   Weiss   received  —  Arondeus  soon   to  start 

again  for  America  2773 

8    Church  of  New  York  —  Calling  a  Third  Minister 2774 

25  Extracts  from  letter  of  Rev.  Weiss  —  Has  made  suggestions 
to  the  Church  of  Philadelphia  —  Offered  to  settle  again 
there  —  Zinzendorf  draws  away  many  —  Suggestions  about 

converting  the  Indians 2774,  2775 

29    Church  of  New  York  —  A  new  call  —  Manor  of  Fordham.  . .  2775 
May        7    Cases  of  Weiss  and  Arondeus  remain  in  statu  —  Van  Hoeven- 

berg  accepted  as  a  Commendatus 2776,  2770 

Church  of  New  York  —  Manor  of  Fordham  2776 

10    A  new  certificate  given  to  Arondeus  —  Copy  of  Act  of  Classis 

concerning  —  Letter  sent  with  him 2776,  2777 

June       4    Revs.  Arondeus  and  Weiss 2777 

July  23  Rev.  Arondeus — ^A  new  call  received  from  Midwout  for  Aron- 
deus —  Will  pay  him  his  salary  and  donate  him  one  hundred 
pounds  —  Rev.  Freeman  has  died  —  Letter  and  book  received 

from  Rev.  Weiss 2777 

July-Aug.    Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Arondens ;  Midwout 2778 

Sept.  3  Letter  from  Weiss  —  Will  soon  send  an  account  of  the  In- 
dians, with  a  painting  of  them  —  Painting  and  book  re- 
ceived—Title of  the  book 2778,  2779 

Nov.       6    Case  of  Weiss  remains  in  statu  —  Baptism  of  Papists'  children.  2779 
8    Church  of  New  York  —  Churches  of  Queens  County  ask  their 
advice  about  the  validity  of  the   ordination  of  John   H. 

Qoetschius 2779-2781 

Firet  lot  of  documents  in  the  Goetschius  case;  Nov.  18,  1742 

—  May  7,  1743: 

18  No.  1    Request  of  the  Consistory  of  Queens  County  for 

a  convocation  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  the  ordination 

of  J.  H.  Goetschius  by  Rev.  Dorsius;  and  to  consider 

other  matters 2781 

No.  2.  1742,  Dec.  6.  Action  on  the  Groetschius  case 
—  Members  present  —  Did  Dorsius  have  power  to  or- 
dain?—  Certificate  from  Dorsius  and  Frelinghuysen  that 
Goetschius  had  been  licensed  by  the  Presbyterians  — 
Goetschius's  reasons  why  he  thought  Dorsius  had  power 
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to  ordain  —  Complaints  of  misconduct  on  the  part  of 
Goetschius  —  Postponed;   one  was  he  had  allowed  his 

brother  to  officiate 2782 

Nov.      18    Conclusion:      No   proof     that   Doraius   had   a  right   to  or- 
dain Goetschius;   no  reason  yet  for  writing  favorably 
about  Goetschius   to  any   Classis   in   Holland:      Goet- 
schius informed  that  his  ordination  is  not  legal  —  Yet 
he  continued  to  administer  the  Sacraments 2783 

No.  3.  1743,  Jan.  31.  Goetschius  and  his  Ck>nsistories 
notified  of  another  meeting,  Feb.  14,  1743 2783 

No.  4.  1743,  Feb.  14.  (Complaints  of  the  misconduct  of 
Goetschius  —  Letter  from  him  —  Suppose  the  matter  set- 
tled—  No  accusations  yet  given  out  —  Cannot  defend 
himself  under  such  circumstances  —  Willing  to  answer, 
after  seeing  the  charges  —  Also  questions  their  jurisdic- 
tion   2784 

The  President  requested  to  draw  up  an  indictment;  also 
the  draft  of  a  letter  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam 2784 

No.  5.  1743,  Mar.  2.  Letter  of  the  Convocation  to  Goet- 
schius —  The  accusation  had  been  read  to  him ;  unneces- 
sary to  give  him  extiuots,  as  in  a  Church  court  —  Case 
to  be  submitted  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Passion  ex- 
hibited in  this  letter  —  Only  desire  best  interests  of  the 
Church  2785 

Xo.  6.     1743,  Mar.  9.    The  Committee  to  Mr.  Goetschius  — 
Ask  the  following  questions:     As  to  his  willingness  to 
subject  himself  to  Church  Rules;  to  the  Classis  of  Ams- 
terdam; to  answer  complaints  simply  and  directly;  and 
have  you  a  certificate  of  church  membership? 278C 

Upon  an  answer  to  these,  he  should  have  a  copy  of  the 
charges 2786 

No.  10.     Mar.  9,  1743.    Qoetschius's  answer  to  the  Com- 
mittee's   letter.      In    general    denies    their    jurij>(liction. 

2786,  2787 
No.   7.     1743,   April   25.     Cliarges   formulated   against   Goet- 
schius     2787,  2788 

1.  Knew  that  Dorsius  had  no  authority  to  ordain  — 
His  statements  equivocal. 

2.  That  he  had  allowed  his  brother,  though  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Dutch  Church,  to  preach  in  his  pulpit;  and 
had  spoken  sharply  to  those  who  opposed  it. 

8.  That  he  had  taught  that  those  coming  to  the  Supper 
must  be  assured  of  their  regeneration. 

4.  That  no  one  should  \ise  the  Lord's  Prayer  unless 
truly  regenerate. 

5.  That  he  would  not  wait  for  advice  about  receiving 
ordination  from  Dorsius. 

6.  That  he  preached  that  one  should  know  the  hour  of 
his  regeneration. 
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Nov.      18    No.   8,    1743,   Apr.   25.    Report   on  the  Goetschius   caae  — 

Th»t  Dorsius  had  no  authority  to  ordain;  that  we  will 
report  the  whole  case  to  the  Classis;  that  we  exhort 
Goetschius  and  the  churches  of  Queens  County  to  await 
their  decision;  that  meanwhile  Goetschius  may  preach, 
but  not  administer  the  Sacraments;  that  the  Consistory 
faithfully  fulfil  their  duties;  that  members  of  the  Con- 
sistory was  not  legal  —  Consistories  requested  to  present 
this  Report  to  Goetschius,  if  he  insists  on  administering 

the  Sacrament,  prevent  him   2788-2790 

No.  9.  1743,  May  7.  Answer  of  Goetschius  to  Report  of 
April  25  —  Inaccuracies  in  their  statements ;  unkindnees 
in  their  procedure;  authority  of  Dorsius  not  subject  to 
their  judgment;  have  taken  sides  with  his  opponents; 

would  deprive  a  minister  of  his  rights,  etc 2790-2792 

27    Letters  from  Weiss,  etc.,  received  2792 

Miarch  11,  22    Church  of  New  York  —  Manor  of  Fordham  —  Manor  of 

Livingston 2793-2796 

1743. 
March  23    Rev.   Mr.  Colgan  to   Society  for   Propagating  the   Gospel  — 

His  church  flourishing  —  Asks  for  certain  books 2796 

April      1    Rev.  E.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg  examined  for  Surinam 2796 

9    Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York  —  Had 

received  no  letters  lately  —  Arondeus  sent 2797 

11    Church  of  New  York  —  Manor  of  Fordham  2797 

14/25  Revs.  Boel,  Muzelius  and  Mancius  to  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam —  Have  not  yet  got  a  copy  of  reasons  for  a  Coetus  — 
Fear  they  mean  independence  —  Classis  had  endorsed  a 
Coetus  on  certain  conditions;  yet  those  conditions  ignored, 
as  in  the  ordination  of  Goetschius  and  John  Van  Driessen 
—  Boel  opposed  to  the  ordination  of  Goetschius,  but  Du 
Bois  has  accepted  it  —  Whitefield  opposed  by  Boel  and  the 
Episcopal  clergy;  but  Frelinghuysen  and  Du  Bois  and  the  dis- 
senting clergy  generally  went  out  to  the  open  field  to  hear 
him,  and  sat  on  the  same  platform  with  him  —  Dorsius 
claims  to  be  an  Inspector  of  the  German  churches  —  Criti- 
cism of  the  Fundamental  Articles  of  the  Coetus  —  Opinion 
of  Mr.   Vesey   as   to   ordinations  —  Their   opposition   to  a 

Classis   2798-2800 

25    Report  of  Committee  on  the  Goetschius  case 2800 

The  Committee  on  Goetschius  case  to  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam —  Request  of  the  Consistories  of  Queens  County  to  have 
a  Committee  settle  the  business  —  His  irregular  ordination 
and  installation  —  Review  of  the  efforts  of  the  Committee . .  2801 
May  3  Consistories  of  Port  Jervis,  Minisink  and  Walpack  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Deceived  by  Dorsius  and  Freling- 
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huyieii  to  receire  Fiyenmoet  —  Ask  for  instructions  as  to 

their  course 2801-2803 

Mty     12    The  churches  of  Kings  Co.  to  Glassis  of  Amsterdam  —  Thank 
Classis  for  sending  orer  Arondeus  —  Want  another  minister 

—  Conditions  of  the  Call 2803-2805 

16    Consistory  of  Flatbush  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Hope 

they  may  get  Hendrick  yan  de  Casteele 2805 

18    Church  of  New  York  gives  authority  to  call  another  minis- 
ter    2805-2808 

21  Consistories  of  Queens  County  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 

—  Petition  sent  over  to  Holland  with  Dorsius  —  Waited  for 
years  for  a  minister  from  Holland  —  Call  of  J.  H.  Qoet- 
schius  —  Opposition  to  him  on  account  of  his  excellent 
character  —  Review  of  circumstances  —  Request  Classis  to 
recognize  him 2808 

23  Consistories  of  Queens  County^  (Anti-Goetschius  party),  to 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Anxious  for  a  minister;  heard 
of  Goetschius;  his  ordination  by  Dorsius  and  Frelinghuy- 
sen ;  his  installation  by  Freeman  —  His  pretentions  and 
peculiar  views  about  the  requirements  in  communicants  — 
Irregularity  of  his  ordination — Application  to  Church  of 
New  York  for  a  Committee  to  decide  on  its  validity  —  His 
opposition  —  Desire  advice  of  Classis  —  His  severe  language; 
slanders  other  ministers;  despises  Church  Rules;  church  of 
Newtown  closed  against  him  —  Would  listen  to  his  preach- 
ing as  a  candidate  —  His  appointing  a  new  Consistory  — 
Submits  the  case  to  Classis  —  Dangers  of  false  doctrines  — 
Dorsius,  expected  to  vindicate  the  ordination  in  Holland  — 

Hopes  Classis  will  not  endorse  it  2809 

June     18    Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  G.  M.  Weiss  —  Thank  him  for 

his  book  on  the  Indians   2809 

22  Three  Elders  of  Newtown  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Re- 

view of  the  Goetschius  case  —  Their  deposition  by  Goet- 
schius —  Ask  for  help  of  Classis 2809 

July       5    Church  of  New  York — ^Acts  of  the  Synod  received  —  Call  of 

a  new  minister 2809,  2810 

22    Slaves  do  not  obtain  their  freedom  by  accepting  Christianity . .  2810 
Aog.       1     Statement  of  the  Consistories  of  Kingston,  etc.,  about  a  cer- 
tain rumor  that  their  ministers  do  not  plant  churches.  2810,  2811 

5     Church  of  New  York  —  Election  of  a  new  Clerk 2811 

9  Revs.  Boel  and  Mancius  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Rev. 
Rieger  —  Opposes  Superintendent  for  the  Pennsylvania 
churches  —  Rev.  Dorsius  goes  to  Holland  —  Two  young  men 
go  to  Holland  for  ordination  —  Case  of  Fryenmoet  — ^Acts  of 

Synod  are  not  circulated  —  Complaints 2811-2819 

Sept-       2    Classis  receives  letters  from  New  Nctherland 2819 

U    Church  of  New  York 2819 

29    ReT.  Mr.  Colgan  to  Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel  —  Suc- 
cess of  Church  at  Jamaica WIS^ 
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Sept.     30    Address  of  Trinity  Church  to  Gov.  Clinton,  and  Reply 2821 

Oct.    3, 7    Address  of  the  Dutch  Church  to  Gov.  Clinton,  and  Reply 2822 

7    Classis   receives   letters   from    America    about  Goetschius  — 

Answer  to  them  approved  by  dassis  —  Rev.  Rieger 2823 

20    Certificate  of  Church-membership  of  Peter  de  Windt,  by  G.  Du 

Bois   2823 

Fall.  Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Extracts  from  letter  of  May  20,  1743, 

of  churches  of  Kings  County,  N.  Y 2823-2825 

29  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Boel,  Muzelius  and  ManciuB  — 
Exhortation  to  union  and  charity  —  Classis  considers  ordi- 
nation   of    Goetschius    illegal  —  His    affair  taken    to   the 

Synod  —  Classis  advocates  a  Coetus   2825,  2826 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Du  Bois,  Antonides,  Arondeus, 
etc.,  the  Committee  on  the  Goetschius  case  —  The  long  con- 
tinued Correspondence  —  Classis  condemns  the  conduct  of 
Goetschius  —  His  ordination  illegal  —  Dorsius  hod  no  au- 
thority—  The  case  transfen-ed  to  the  Synod  of  North  Hol- 
land; Dorsius  being  present  —  Their  decision  to  be  awaited 

—  Unless  he  submits  to  ecclesiastical  order,  he  must  be  re- 
moved—  Their  relations  with  Boel,  Muzelius  and  Mancius 

—  Exhortations  to  unity  and  peace  —  The  Plan  of  a  Coetus 
endorsed,  though  it  may  need  some  amendments  ....  2826-2828 

Nov.     21    Church  of  New  York  —  A  new  school   2828,  2829 

Dec.        2    Charge  against  Rev.  J.  H.  Goetschius   2829 

16  Church  of  New  York — ^Authority  given  to  call  another  min- 
ister—  Special  letter  to  Rev.  Van  ScherlujTien,  [Schelluyn]. 

2829-2832 

1744. 
Jan.       16    Church  of  New  York  —  Effort  to  obtain  another  minister. .  2833 
Feb.      19    Certificate  that  John  H.  Goetschius  united  with  the  church  of 

Germantown  in  Nov.  1736 2833,  2834 

March  16    Church  of  New  York  —  Manor  of  Fordham 2834 

April      9    Church  of  New  York  —  Manor  of  Fordham 2835 

11/22    Rev.  Muzelius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 2835,  2836 

13  Classis  receives  letters  from  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  — 
Referred  to  the  Deputati  —  Rev.  Casper  L.  Schnorr  —  Let- 
ter from  Newtown   2836 

20     Extract  of  letter  from  Rev.  J.  P.  Boehm  to  Synod  of  North 

Holland,  about  J.  H.  Goetschius 2837 

24    Church  of  New  York  —  Map  of  Manor  of  Fordham 2837 

26  Extract  from  a  letter  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Frienmuth,  about  his  "  Con- 
fession  of   Faith  *'— Leaves   his   case   to   the  judgment  of 

Classis  2838 

May  4  Reports  of  the  Deputati  on  letters  from  abroad:  1.  On  the 
letter  of  Revs.  Boel  and  Mancius,  exhorting  them  to  peace. 
2.  On  the  letter  from  Minisink,  etc.,  with  Frj'enmoet's  Con- 
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feflsion  of  Faith;  permission  granted  that  he  might  be  or- 
dained by  the  GoetUB.  3.  On  the  letter  from  the  three  el- 
ders of  Newtown;  exhortations  to  peace;  the  case  of  Goet- 
schius   before  the   Synod:     Extracts   from   their   letter  — 

The  cases  of  Revs.  Rieger  and  Schnorr  in  statu 2838-2842 

ICty  14  Statement  of  Cornelius  Van  Wyck  about  a  certain  conversa- 
tion of  Rev.  Goetschius,  concerning  the  ministers  in  America.2842 
Rev.  John  H.  Goetschius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam*  per 
Messrs.  Goris  and  Schiphout  —  His  citation  before  the  min- 
isters on  May  1  —  The  certificate  of  submission  they  wished 
him  to  sign  —  His  willingness  to  sign  it,  with  some  excep- 
tions —  His  Declaration  of  submission  to  the  Classis. .  2842,  2843 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Consistories  of  Minisink  and  Ma- 
hackemack  —  The  Fryenmoet  case  —  His  ordination  unlaw- 
ful—  His  examination  allowed  in  America,  in  the  name  of 

the  Classis,  and  his  ordination  to  be  confirmed 2843 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  certain  individuals  at  Newtown  — 
Classis  has  transferred  the  Goetschius  case  to  the  Synod  — 

Exhortations  to  peace   2844 

June  1  Letters  to  Revs.  Boel  and  Mancius,  to  Consigtoi*y  of  Mini- 
sink,  and  to  certain  persons  at  Newtown,  all  read  and  ap- 
proved —  The  case  of  Revs.  Rieger  and  Schnorr 2845 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Boel  and  Mancius  —  Admoni- 
tions to  peace  and  brotherly  love  —  Dorsius  had  not  com- 
plained of  them  —  No  Superintendent  was  to  be  sent  — 
Minutes  of  Synod  to  be  sent  them  —  The  Goetschius  case 

in  the  hands  of  the  Svnod   2845-2847 

16    -Spangenberg  consecrated  as  Bishop  of  the  Moravians 2847 

July       5    Moravians    in    Dutchess    County  —  Their    influence    with    the 

Indians  —  Suspicions  against  the  Moravians    2847,  2848 

20  Rev.  John  Ritzema  called  to  New  York  —  Revs.  Rieger  and 
Schnorr  —  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg  returns  from  Surinam  — 
Rev.  Dorsius  —  Ritzema  examined  and  ordained ....   2848,  2849 

22    Classis  of  Amsterdam  to (probably  to 

Schnorr)  —  Charges  against  him  after  hi->  departure  —  Ex- 
hortation to  repentance  —  Hopes  to  hear  good  reports  from 

him  hereafter  2860,  2851 

26    Sheriff's  report  about  his  search  of  the  Moravians 2851,  2862 

Ang.       1     Examination    of    the    Moravian    missionaries,    Joseph    Shaw, 

Hendrik  J.  Senseman,  Gudlop  Buydner 2852-2864 

11    Moravians  ordered  home  2864 

Sept.  7  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg's  condition  —  Request  that  the  Direct- 
ors would  advance  some  money  for  his  benefit,  due  him  from 
Surinam  —  Letters  from  Revs.  Fryenmoet  and  Muzelius 
received    2864,  2856 

14    New  York  Council  Journal    2855 

22  Certificate  of  Licensure  to  John  Aemilius  Wering  (Wemig, 
Wemich)  by  a  Palatine  Church  Council  to  hold  special 
services   2* 
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Sept.     29    Rev.  Mr.  Colgan  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Grospel  — 
Peaceable  condition  of  the  Episcopal  Churches  of  Queens 

County  —  Declining  condition  of  the  Independents 285ft 

Whitefield's  second  visit  to  America 2867 

Oct.  5  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg  —  Report  on  letters  from  abroad  — 
Case  of  Goetschius  —  Other  accusations  —  Case  may  be  re- 
ferred to  the  expected  Coetus   2857,  2857 

11  Tcnnent's  Account  of  Revivals 2858 

Nov.     20    Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Du  Bois,  Antonides  and  Aron- 

deus  and  their  Consistories  —  Goetschius'  conduct  incon- 
sistent with  hid  promises  in  his  letters  to  Classis  —  Grave 
accusations  also  now  made  against  him  —  Request  to  ex- 
amine into  these  accusations  —  Goetschius  informed  of 
your  authority  in  the  matter  2858,  2869 

'  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  former  Consistory  of  Queens 
County  —  Their  accusations  against  Goetschius  received  — 
Committee  appointed  to  investigate,  to  whom  they  are  re- 
ferred—  The  Classis  has  written  to  Goetschius  to  reply  to 

said  charges 2859,  286(> 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  J.  H.  Goetschius  —  Classis  had 
rejoiced  in  his  letters  of  April  and  May,  promising  submis- 
sion—  Subsequent  reports  do  not  confirm  them  —  Exhorta- 
tion to  submission  —  Recent  accusations  of  harsh  language, 
and  of  indelicacies  —  Commission  appointed  to  investigate  — 
Requests  an  answer 2860,  2861 

27    Moravians  ordered  to  stop  preaching  and  to  leave  the  country. 

2861,  2862 
Dec.  17  Rev.  John  C.  Fryenmoet  and  ConsistoiT^  of  Kingston  to  Classis 
of  Amsterdam  —  Thanks  Classis  for  approving  of  Fryen- 
moet's  "  Confession  of  Faith  ",  and  for  permitting  his  ex- 
amination and  ordination  —  Has  been  examined  and  or- 
dained —  He  accepts  the  Formulas  of  Unity  — Promises  to 
correspond  with  Classis,  and  remain  subordinate  —  Mem- 
bers of  Consistory  of  Kingston  promise  the  same  —  Request 
the  judicial  decision  of  Classis  as  to  the  validity  of  Fryen- 
moet's  former  sacramental  acts,  and  marriages  ....  2862-2864 
31  Count  Zinzendorf  to  the  Board  of  Trade  —  Complains  of  the 
inconveniences  tb  which  the  Moravians  had  been  subjected 
—  Asks  for  two  orders:  That  honest  people  may  not  be 
plagued  without  any  reason;  and  that  nobody,  especially  In- 
dians, shall  be  hindered  from  joining  Protestant  churches  — 
Note  on  Zinzendorf 2865 

1745. 

Jan.        8    Church  of  New  York  —  Du  Bois  to  write  the  thanks  of  the 

Church  to  those  who  secured  the  call  of  Ritzema...  2865-2868 

12  Rev.  E.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg 2868 

April      8    Church  of  New  York :  to  buy  a  house 2868,  2869^ 

13  Rev.  T.  Van  Schelluyne  to  Rev.  B.  Meynema;  calling  him  to 

Poughkeepsie   2869,  287(^ 
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Kftj  4  Call  of  Rev.  Benjamin  Meynema  to  Poughkeepsie  and  Fish- 
kill,  by  authorized  attorneys  —  Endorsed  by  Glassis  of  Am- 
sterdam June  14  —  Dismissal  by  his  former  churches  in  Hol- 
land, July  3 2870,  2871 

Liberty  granted  in  Virginia  to  dissenters  to  preach 2871 

June    14    Action  of  CUssis  on  call  of  Rev.  B.  Meinema 2871,  2872 

18  Church  of  New  York  —  Rewards  to  parties  for  extinguish- 

ing church-fire  2872 

25  The  Committee  in  Holland,  having  the  power  to  call,  to  Rev. 

B.  Meynema 2872,  2873 

28    Board  of  Trade  to  Governor  Clinton  —  Requests  information 

about  the  Moravians  2874 

July     10    Rev.  Dorsius  —  Anxiety  about  the  union  of  the  Germans  of 

Pennsylvania  with  the  Scotch  Presbyterians   2874,  2875 

16  Rev.  John  Arondeus  and  the  churches  of  Kings  County,  to 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Thanks  Classis  for  promising 
them  another  minister  —  Importance  of  expedition  therein.  2875 

2876 

19  Rev.  Meinema  ordained  for  Poughkeepsie  and  Fishkill 2876 

26  Need  ol  discipline  in  St.  Andrew's  Parish,  Staten  Island. . . .  2877 
Sept.      G    Rev.  Lambertus  de  Ronde  called  to  Surinam  —  Case  of  Rev. 

J.  H.  Goetschius  —  Rev.  Rieger  writes  concerning  Rev. 
Schnorr  —  Rev.  Hoevenberg*s  arrearages  from  Surinam  have 
arrived • 2877,  2878 

Ott,  4  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  called  to  Albany  —  Rev.  Ulpha- 
nius  Van  Zinderin  called  to  Kings  County,  Jjong  Island  — 
Letters  received  from  Rev.  J.  H.  Goetschius,  and  from 
others,  about  his  case  —  The  case  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Coetus  there  —  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  ordained  for 
Albany    2878-2880 

Xov.     20    Act  proposed,  to  choose  two  Vestrymen  for  each  Ward  of  the 

aty  of  New  York 2880 

25    Committee  ask  Goetschius  to  explain   certain  points   in   his 

case 2880,  2881 

27  Rev.  Wm.  Vesey  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel . .  2882 
Dec.      16    Testimonials  of  Presbyterian  ministers  in  behalf  of  Rev.  J.  H. 

Goetschius 2882 

27    Committee's  Citation  to  Goetschius  to  answer  certain  charges. 
Van  Wyck's  Testimony  as  to  certain  utterances  of  Goetschius. 
The  Moravians  renew  Covenant  with  the  Iroquois  —  Publica- 
tion of  Swedenborg's  "  De  cultu  et  Amore  Dei  " 2883,  2884 

1746. 
Jan.      10  '  Answer  of  Goetschius  to  the  Committee's  communication  of 
Dec  27,  1746  —  Seven  questions  referred  to  and  answered 

by  denials,  admissions  or  explanations 2884,  2885 

Rev.  J.  H.  Goetschius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  answering 

charges:    Specification  of  the  points  considered 2885 

I.  The  Fibst  Pafeb:  A.  Had  ceased  administering  the 
BBCTBments  on  request  of  Classis  as  he  had  beioT^ 
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written;  complains  of  tlie  talk  and  sermons  of 
Arondeus  against  him;  the  Committee  has  misused 
their  power  —  B.  Regrets  any  harsh  language  he 
may  have  used;  regrets  a  letter  which  he  read 
against  Arondeus,  under  a  misapprehension;  denies 
improper  conduct  with  Mrs.  Onderdonk;  the  bitter 
hatred  of  his  accusers;  if  unwittingly  guilty  of  any 
improper  word  or  act,  regrets  it  —  Beseeches  the 
Classis  to  enable  him  to  resume  his  duties  —  En- 
dorsed by  fourteen  names   2885-2887 

II.  The  Second  Paper:  Confesses  that  his  ordination 
was  irregular;  asks  Classis  to  rectify  it;  will  sub- 
scribe the  Standards;  sorrow  for  any  wrongs  done; 
ceased  administering  the  sacraments  upon  request 
of   Classis;    has    sought   to   promote  peace  in  the 

church;  will  submit  to  all  Church  Rules 2887 

III.  The  Thibd  Papeb;  by  the  Elders:  Bitterness  of  his 
enemies;  beseech  Classis  to  pity  their  church;  ex- 
cellent conduct  of  Goetschius;  bad  conduct  of  his 
enemies;  deprived  of  church  privileges;  urge  Classis 

to  end  the  troubles 2887,  2888 

IV,  V,  VI],  IX   Papers:    Full  answers  handed  in  to  the 

Committee 2888 

V.  The  Fifth  Paper:  Details  of  the  circumstances  about 
the  charges  and  characters  of  the  accusers  —  Affi- 
davits—  Specific  answers   to  charges 2888-2892 

Vin.  Eighth  Paper:     Certificates  of  his  English  neighbors 

as  to  his  excellent  character 2892,  2893 

Jan.      11    Rev.  Van  Zinderen  called  to  Long  Island  —  Rev.  De  Ronde 
called  to  Suriname  —  Examination  and  ordination  of  Van 

Zinderen,  etc 2893,  2894 

13    The   Committee   on   the   Goetschius   case   to    the   Classis    of 

Amsterdam  2894 

I.  Meetings  at  the  Ferry,  Brooklyn  —  Domine  Goetschius 
and  his  accusers  present  —  Directions  of  Classis 
read  —  Contradictions  referred  to  —  Complaint 
against  Goetschius  read  —  Accusers  on  hand  —  Ac- 
cusations and  answer  to  be  in  writing  —  Antje 
Onderdonk  reaffirmed  the  truthfulness  of  her  affi- 
davit—  Her  reasons  for  delay  of  two  years  —  Her 

contradictory  testimony 2894,  2895 

n.  Time  fixed  for  Goetschius*  answer 2895 

HI.  Jan.  27.  Goetschius  presented  his  written  answer  —  De- 
fended himself  against  the  charge  of  Mrs.  Onder- 
donk; counter  testimony:  against  the  charge  of 
Schenck,  as  to  his  saying  harsh  things  about  the 
Classis;  counter  testimony:  against  the  charge  of 
Deurje  about  prayer  meetings;  counter  testimony: 
explained  the  charge  of  lampooning  Arondeus.. 2896-2899 
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Mirch  4  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York  —  Goet- 
Bchius  —  The    Ck>etus  —  Theodore    Frelinghuysen    and   Van 

Zinderen 2899,  2900 

15  Kev.  Anthonius  Curtenius  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Ben- 
jamin Van  der  Linde  studying  in  America  —  Request  that 
Coetus  may  promote  him  —  Reasons  of  delay  of  organiza- 
tion of  a  Coetus  --  Whitefield 2900-2902 

iprO  4  Classis  receives  letters  from  Surinam,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Rev. 
Rieger,  Rev.  Sehnorr,  ELingston,  N.  Y.  and  from  Rev.  Fryen- 
moet  —  Referred  to  the  Deputies  to  make  further  inquiries 
about  Lancaster:  Fryenmoet  illegally  ordained  —  His  bap- 
tisms illegal  —  Kingston  Consistory  promises  subordination.  2902 

2903 
May  12  Rev.  Haeghoort  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Account  of 
Benjamin  Van  der  Linde's  studies  and  desire  to  enter  on 
ministry  —  Requests  that  domine  Erickzon  and  himself 
may  examine  and  ordain  him  —  The  Coetus  does  not 
materialize 2903-2906 

Reasons  of  the  Law  against  the  Moravians  residing  among 
the  Indians  —  Strolling  preachers  —  Whitefield  —  Zinzen- 
dorf  —  Proselytes  —  Efforts  to  convert  the  Indians  by  resid- 
ing among  them  —  Refusal  of  Moravians  to  take  the  oaths 

—  Character  of  the  law  against  them 2900-2908 

Jane  6  Letters  to  Classis  from  Rev.  Goetschius  —  Referred  to  Depu- 
ties —  Letters  to  Rev.  Sehnorr,  Rieger  and  the  Church  of 
Kingston,  approved  2908,  2909 

Gassis  of  AmRterdam  to  Rev.  J.  C.  Frymuth  (Fryenmoet)  — 
No  permission  given  for  his  ordination,  but  only  for  ex- 
amination —  This  not  a  precedent  —  Yet  ordination  ap- 
proved —  Baptisms  by  an  unordained  minister  illegal.  2909-2911 
5-16  Rev.  Henry  Boel  to  the  Clasais  of  Amsterdam* — He  and  Mu- 
zelius  against  a  Coetus  —  Against  baptism  in  private 
houses  —  Avoids  the  customs  of  English  churches  —  Rev. 
Mr.  Vesey  encourages  his  attitude  —  Will  send  reasons,  pro- 
and  con,  to  Holland 2911-2913 

1746? 

fune      ?     Revs.  Ritzema  and   Erickson  defend  Goetschius    2913-2916 

21    Gov.  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  —  The  Moravians 2917 

Fuly     14     Death  of  Rev.  Wm.  Vc3ey  —  Estimates  of  his  character.. 29 17,  2918 

18     Rev.  O.  T.  Van  Hoevenbergh  of  Surinam,  reports  in  person  — 

Report  of  Deputies  on  letter  of  Goetschius  —  Extracts  from 

Synodical   Minutes    respecting    needy    churches  —  Theodore 

Frelinghuysen  —  Letters    from   Rieger   and   Sehnorr  —  Rev. 

Schlatter   2918-2920 

lug.     25     Classis   receives  a  letter   from   Rev.   Erickson  of  Freehold  — 

Benj.  Van  der  Linde 2920,  2921 

Conference  between  Gov.   Clinton   and  the  Indians  —  French 

priests 2921,  2922 

ept.      5    Classis  receives  letters  from  Long  Island  and  New  York  — 
iZ^r.  JS^.  T.   Van  Hoevenbergh -^  Rey,  Goetschius  —  DepuUoft 


xlii  Table  of  Contents. 

1740.  PAQE. 

read    extracts   from    letters    from    Rev.    Haeghoort  —  Rev. 
Erickzon  —  Answers  to  be  prepared  —  Benj.  Van  der  Linde 

not  to  be  examined  —  The  Coetus 2922,  2923 

Sept.     29    Rev.  Mr.  Colgaji  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gk>spel  — 

Jamaica  —  Flushing   2923,  2924 

Oct.  3  Extracts  from  letters  of  Goctschius,  etc.,  read  —  Rev.  E.  T. 
Van  Hoevenbergh  —  Replies  to  Revs.  Haeghoort  and  Erick- 
zon approved  —  Widow  of  Rev.  Van  Schie  —  Letter  from 

Rev.  Boel   2924,  292o 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  G.  Haeghoort  —  Their  request  to 
examine  Van  der  Linde  —  Sad  at  the  shepherdless  flocks, 
yet  cannot  open  the  door  to  allow  individuals  to  examine 
and  ordain  —  Will  allow  the  Coetus  to  ordain  Van  der  Linde, 

when  constituted 2925,  2926 

17    Call  and  Induction  of  Rev.  Henry  Barclay  to  Trinity  Church, 

New  York 2927 

22  Gov.  Clinton's  admission  of  Rev.  Henry  Barclay  to  the  Rector- 
ship of  Trinity  Church 2928 

Certificate  of  Rev.  Henry  Barclay  into  the  Rectory  of  Trinity 

[   '  Church 2929,  2930 

29  Petition  against  a  pretended  Lutheran  minister,  John  Lodwick 
Hofgoed,  by  Rev.  Michel  C.  Knoll,  Lutheran  minister  of  New 
York  —  Hofgoed  continues  to  preach,  etc.,  contrary  to  Gov- 
ernor's orders  —  Certificates  and  Affidavits  against  him  from 

Augsburg,  Halle  and  Kensington 2930-2932 

Dec.        2    Rev.    Henry    Barclay    to    the    Society    for    Propagating    the 

Gospel    2932,  2933 

5    The  Vestry  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York,  to  the  Society  for 

Propagating  the  Gospel  —  Death  of  Mr.  Vesey 2933 

0    Vestry  of  Trinity  Church  to  the  Bishop  of  London  —  Death  of 

Mr.  Vesey 2933,  2934 

9    Gov.  Clinton  to  Duke  of  New  Oastle  —  Rev.  Henry  Barclay. .  2934 

19    Revs.  Du  Bois  and  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 

Rev.  Weiss  leaves  Rhinebeck  —  Johannes  Leydt,  a  student, 

acceptable  there;  allowed  to  officiate  —  Request  permission 

to  ordain  him  —  Reasons  given  —  Necessity  of  helping  small 

communities    2935-2938 

Church   of  New  York  —  Appointment   of   a   new   clerk  —  In- 
f  '  struction  of  poor  children 2938 

1747. 
Jan.        9    Classis  receives  a  letter  from  New  York  —  Referred  to  the 

Deputies 2939 

Report  of  the  Deputies  on  the  Goetschius  case  —  Adopted  — 
Letters  to  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on  the  Goetschius 
case,  in  New  York;  to  Rev.  Goetschius;  to  the  church  of 
Queens  County;  to  Rev.  Ritzema:  exhorting  all  parties  to 
peace  —  A  Coetus  should  be  established 2939 
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Jan.  9  Acts  of  the  Deputies:  The  adopted  report  on  the  Goetschius 
case:  — the  alleged  impropriety  not  proven;  but  Goetschius 
imprudent;  some  of  the  accusations  frivolous;  the  New  York 
Committee  thanked;  exhorted  to  labor  for  peace;  speedy  or- 
ganization of  a  Coetus  urged;  Goetschius  to  be  considered 
only  as  a  candidate;  importan  to  labor  in  some  other  congre- 
gation; Coetus  may  examine  and  ordain  him;  to  be  admon- 
ished to  peace 2939,  2940 

Classis  of  Amsterdtm  to  Rev.  John  Ritzema  —  Requested  lo 
help  allay  the  troubles  on  Ix)ng  Island  —  Fears  baptism  of 
children  in  private  houses  may  lead  to  superstition  —  The 

Goetschius  case  2941,  2942 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York  —  Min- 
utes of  Synod  —  Classis  will  not  answer  letters  addressed 
to  private  parties  —  Decision  sent  on  the  Goetschius  case  — 

Necessity  of  a  Coetus 2942,  2943 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Du  Bois,  Arondeus,  etc. —  Caae 
of  Goetschius  —  Charge  of  immorality  not  proven  —  His 
passion  and  imprudence  —  Still  only  a  candidate  —  Party- 
feeling  prevents  his  usefulness  in  Queens  County — Legal 
Consistory  must  be  appointed  —  Goetschius  may  be  settled 
elsewhere  —  May  be  examined  in  the  name  of  the  Classis 
by  the  Coetus  when  constituted,  promising  submission  to 

the  same  —  Necessity  of  a  Coetus 2944-2946 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Churches  in  Queens  County —  Case 
of  Goetschius  —  Evils  of  strife  —  Examination  of  charges 
—  Goetschius  not  guilty  —  Im'prudent  and  passionate  — 
Another  pastor  needed  —  Goetschius  not  under  censure  — 
May  be  called  elsewhere  —  Exhortation  to  forgiveness  and 

peace    2947,  2948 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  J.  H.  Goetschius  —  His  docu- 
ments examined  —  Embarrassments  of  Classis  —  His  im- 
prudence and  passion  —  Forgiven  by  Classis  —  The  Churches 
of  Queens  County  must  seek  another  pastor  —  Goetschius 
to  be  considered  only  a  candidate  —  If  called  elsewhere  may 

be  examined  and  ordained  by  Coetus 2948,  2949 

Letter    from    Van    Hoevenberg;    his    continued    illness  —  His 

salary   2949,  2950 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Conference  with  a  Committee  of  the 
Suriname  Society  regarding  means  for  the  conversion  of  the 

slaves  there   2960,  2961 

Report  to  the  Classis  of  the  Conference  with  the  Suriname 

Society  —  Letters  approved  by  Classis  2961,  2952 

10    Plan  of  Classis  of  Amsterdam  for  the  extension  of  Christian- 
ity   among   the   heathen   in    Suriname  —  (Rev.    Lambertus 

De  Ronde  there)    2962-2955 

29    Church  of  New  York  —  Ministers  requested  not  to  preach  over 

an  hour 2956,  2936 


xliv  Table  of  Contents. 

1747.  PAQB. 

April  Dutch  Church  of  Albany  receives  oertain  land  from  the  Oity 

Council 2056 

10  dassis  approves  a  letter  for  the  Church  of  New  York 2956 

11  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Du  Bois  and  Riteema  —  Church 

of  Rhinebeck  —  Conditions  of  entering  on  the  ministry  — 
John  Leydt  —  Danger  of  confusion  —  Leydt  may  be  exam- 
ined by  the  Coetus  —  VoL  30,  p.  89.    No.  53 2056,  2957 

May  12  The  Consistory  of  New  York  to  the  Consistories  of  North 
America  —  Letter  from  the  Classis  received  per  Van  Sin- 
deren  —  Copy  of  the  Circular  Letter  of  Church  of  New  York 
(again?)  sent  to  Classis  —  Classis  long  ago  approved  of  a 
Coetus  —  Urged  to  constitute  it  at  once  —  Churches  urged 

to  organize  a  Coetus    2958 

21  Six  ministers  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  about  the  Coetus  — 
Classical  Letter  of  March  4,  1746,  received,  asking  about 
Coetus  —  Copies  sent  to  all  the  churches  —  Conference  of 
ministers  at  New  York  on  May  21,  1747  —  Resolved  to  meet 
on  second  Tuesday  of  September,  1747  as  a  Coetus — 
Poatacript  —  Opposition  of  Muzelius  —  Visit  of  Rev.  Michael 
Schlatter  —  Can  the  German  ministers  unite  in  the  Dutch 

Coetus  2958-2960 

26  Consistory  of  New  York  to  Rev.  B.  Meynema  —  Classis  urges 
the  formation  of  a  Coetus  —  Informal  meeting  of  Ministers 
near  New  York,  on  May  2l8t  —  Request  him  to  meet  to  help 
form  a  Coetus  on  the  second  (Tuesday)  of  next  September. 

2960,  2961 
Rev.  Antonius  Ciirtenius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Ben- 
jamin Van  der  Linde  —  Rev.  G.  Haeghoort'e  conduct  about 
Van  der  Linde's  examination  —  Extracts  Sept.  1747 2961 

June    29    Church  of  New  York  —  Manor  of  Fordham 2961 

July  17  Classis  receives  a  letter  from  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg,  then  at 
Leyden  —  Health  restored  —  Willing  to  return  to  Surinam  — 
Classis  greets  and  congratulates  the  Lord  Prince  of  Orange.  2962 
18  The  Church  of  Minisink  (per  Rev.  Fryenmoet),  to  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam  —  Thanks  Classis  for  recognizing  the  ordina- 
tion of  Fryenmoet  as  legal,  although  informal  —  Children 
baptized  by  him,  before  his  ordination,  rebaptized  —  Difficul- 
ties of  their  attending  a  Coetus,  on  account  of  distance  and 
expense  —  Will  join  Coetus,  if  Classis  orders  them  —  Labors 
of  the  Herrenhutters 2962-2964 

Au^.       1    Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Seek  help  from  the  Surinam  Society 

in  behalf  of  Van  Hoevenberg  2965 

8  Rev.  G.  Haeghoort  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Rejoices  in 
permission  given  to  CJoetus  to  ordain  Van  der  Linde  —  Ex- 
planations about  Curtenius  —  Complains  that  Classis  had 
permitted  ministers  to  examine  and  ordain,  and  hence 
should  have  granted  his  request  also  —  Ordination  of  Goet- 
schius  illegal  —  His  letter  misunderstood  —  Case  of  John 
Van  Driessen  and  Acquackononck  —  Van  Drieesen's  resigna- 
tion—  Rev.    Coens  —  Difficulty    of    ministerial    support  — 
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Arondeus  and  Long  Island  —  The  several  requests  about 
Van  der  Linde  hastened  the  formation  of  a  Coetus  —  Can  a 
Committee  act  in  a  case  in  which  ordination  is  involved  — 
Necessity  of  a  Coetus 2905-29G8 

iag.     8    Benjamin  Van  der  Linde  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Thanks 
Classis    for    allowing   his    examination    by    the    Coetus  — 

Feared  the  perils  of  war  on  the  seas 2968 

10    Church  of  New  York  —  Manor  of  Fordham  —  The  Old  Church 

in  New  York 2969 

SO    Church  of  New  York  —  Arguments  for  the  baptism  of  sick 

children  at  home 2969-2971 

87  Church  of  New  York  —  Proposition  of  Aug.  20,  for  baptizing 
sick  children  at  home,  approved  —  Delegates  appointed  to 
the  Coetus  —  Examination  of  Church  Books 2971,  2972 

^t     4    Classis    receives    letters   from   Rev.   Curtenius  —  Referred   to 
Deputies  —  Pennsylvania  matters  referred  to  the  Deputies 

—  Case  of  Van  Hoevenbergh 2972 

Classis  receives  letters  from  six  ministers,  under  date  of  May 

21,  1747;  from  Rev.  6.  Du  Bois;  also  Circular  Letter  about 
a  Coetus;  from  Rev.  Muzelius  against  a  Coetus  —  Letters  to 
be  prepared  to  all  these  parties  —  Can  Rev.  Schlatter  belong 
to  the  New  York  Coetus 2973 

8, 9, 10  The  first  Coetus  —  Members  present  —  Correspondence  about 
the  Coetus,  and  Articles  of  1738,  read  —  Letters  from  absent 
members  —  The  student  Van  der  Linde  requests  examina- 
tion; granted,  because  allowed  by  Classis  —  Fees  fixed  for 
examinations  —  Manner  of  examination  —  Van  der  Linde  to 
be  examined  in  April,  1748  —  Students*  preaching  —  Coetus 
alone  to  seek  ordaining  power  from  the  Classis  —  Rules  for 
Coetus  to  be  prepared  —  Church  Visitation  —  Transference 
of  ministers  to  new  fields  —  Establishment  of  Circuits 
among  the  Churches  —  Preaching  of  strangers  —  Letter  to 
be  prepared  to  send  to  Classis  —  [For  letter  of  this  Coetus  to 

Qassis,  see  under  date  of  April  26,  1748] 2974-2979 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Private  letter  from  Ritzema  (endorsed 
also  by  Erickson),  defending  Goetschius,  and  interceding 
for  him  —  Enemies  made  by  his  zeal  —  Addendum  by  Du 
Bois;  was  pushing  the  matter  of  a  Coetus  —  Invitations  sent 
out  to  meet  in  a  Coetus  in  September  —  Rev.  Schlatter  and 
the  German  ministers  would  like  to  join  the  Coetus. .  2979-2981 

1.  Acts  of  the  Deputies.    Tetter  read  from  New  York,  dated  May 

12,  1747  —  The  churches  had  been  informed  of  the  Classical 
Letter  of  April  10,  1747,  urging  the  formation  of  a  Coetus 

—  Letter  read  from  Curtenius,  dated  May  26,  1747  —  He  had 
written  about  Van  der  Linde,  and  requested  that  Coetus 
might  examine  and  ordain  him  —  His  reasons  why  the  or- 
ganization of  a  Coetus  has  dragged  —  Haeghoort  had  with- 
held the  letter  of  Curtenius,  of  March  15,  1746,  about  Van 
der  Linde 2981-2983 
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Oct.  2  Rev.  E.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg  —  Reports  on  foreign  letters;  two 
from  Curtenins,  dated  March  15,  1746  and  May  26^  1747  — 
One  from  Schlatter,  dated  May  23,  1747  —  Missing  leClers 

—  Letters  approved,  to  New  York  addressed  to  six  minis- 
ters there;  to  Du  Bois;  to  Muzelius,  etc 2084,  2985 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Muzelius  —  Admonished  to  join 
the  Ck)etus 2985,  2986 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  G.  Du  Bois  —  His  letter  of  May 
21,  1747,  received  —  Ck>ngratulates  him  on  progress  toward  a 
CJoctus  —  Have  admonished  Muzelius  —  Reception  of  Schlat- 
ter into  the  Dutch  Coetus  to  be  delayed 2987,  2988 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Du  Bois,  Erickson,  Curtenius, 
Frelinghuysen  and  Van  Sinderen  —  Letter  of  May  21,  1747, 
received  —  Congratulations  on  progress  toward  a  Coetus.  2988 

2989 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Curtenius  —  Letters  of  March 
15,  1740,  and  May  26,  1747,  received  —  Thanked  for  his  in- 
terest in  Van  der  Linde's  Case 2989,  2990 

Nov.       6    Acts    of    the    Deputies  —  Conference    with    Surinam    Society 
about  payment  of  Van  Hoevenbergh  —  Letters  sent  to  the 

East  and  West  Indies   2990 

28    Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Michael  Schlatter  —  His  letter 
of  May  23,  1747,  received  —  Congratulates  him  on  his  zeal 

—  Cannot  write  more  fully  because  two  of  his  letters  have 
not  yet  arrived   2990,  2991 

Dec      12    Classis  approves  letters  to  various  places  —  Sickness  of  Van 

Hoevenbergh .' 2991,  2992 

John  Henry  Lydius,  son  of  Rev.  Johannes  Lydius  of  Albany. .  2992 

Dec.?  Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Letter  received  from  De  Ronde  at  Par- 

amaribo—  Affairs  in  Surinam  —  Think  it  advisable  that 
Van  Hoevenbergh  should  not  return  —  Acts  of  Synod  (1745, 
1746),  received  —  The  matters  about  Van  Hoevenbergh,  and 
the  Plan  for  conversion  of  the  Negroes,  to  be  answered  later 

—  Improved  Plan  for  a  Conventus  (or  Coetus)  in  Surinam. 

2992-2994 
1747-    Dec.?    Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Appeals  to  the  Surinam  Society  to 

help  Van  Hoevenbergh   2994 

1748. 
Jan.        9    Reports  to  Classis  on  letters  from  abroad ;  from  Rev.  Haeghoort, 
about  Aquackononck  and  John  Van  Driessen;  from  Van  der 
Linde,  thanking  Classis  for  permission  to  be  examined  in 

America;  from  De  Ronde  in  Surinam,  etc 2995,  2996 

March    7    Church  of  New  York  elects  delegates  to  next  Coetus 2996 

9    Rev.  De  Ronde,  at  Paramaribo,  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 

(Not  found)  —  See  June,  1748 2996 

April      1     Classis  approves  letter  to  Rev.  E.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg 2996 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  G.  Haeghoort  —  Approves  ex- 
am/nation of  Van  der  Linde  —  The  Coetus  —  Aquacononck 
—  Prefers  to  answer  facts  as  officiaWy  comm\m\caX^  Xyj  \iXi^ 
Ckyetua    'iS^^  '^^^ 
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I    12     A  Chapel  of  Ease  needed  in  New  York  for  Trinity  Church. 

2997,  2998 
26    The  Coetus  of  Sept.  8,  9,  1747,  to  the  ClasBis  of  Amsterdam 

—  The  Coetus  organized  —  Minutes  of  Coetus,  Sept.  8,  9, 1747, 
enclosed  —  Domine  Boel  stands  aloof  ^- Domine  Mandus 
oonsiders  a  Coetus  unnecessary  —  Domine  Muzelius  writes: 
A  Coetus  injurious;  will  lead  to  separation  from  Church  of 
Holland  —  Domine  Van  Santvoord  will  unite  with  Coetus  — 
Domine  Frelinghuysen  (of  Albany)  is  favorable,  but  his 
Onisiatory  yet  stands  aloof  2998-^000 

Meeting  of  Second  Coetus  —  Students  Van  der  Lind  and 
Leydt  to  be  examined  —  Minutes  to  be  sent  to  Classis  as 
soon  as  possible  —  Letter  from  Classis,  read  —  Rev.  J.  H. 
Goetschius,  in  accordance  with  dedsion  of  Classis,  requested 
release  from  the  churches  of  Queens  County,  and  to  be 
considered  only  a  candidate  —  Was  willing  to  join  the 
Coetus  —  Elder  Fisher  of  New  Brunswick  urges  the  speedy 
examination  of  Leydt  —  Aquackononck  and  Second  River 

—  John  Schunema's  request  refused  —  Examination  of  stu- 
dents Van  der  Linde  and  Leydt  —  Draft  of  Rules  for  the 
Coetus,  read  —  Adopted,  subject  to  the  approval  of  Classis 

—  Fryenmoet's  ordination  —  Certificates  of  licensure  given  to 
the  students  Van  der  Linde  and  Leydt  —  Acts  of  the  Synod 
of  North  Holland  for  1746  received  —  Also  for  1737,  1739, 
1742  and  1743 3001-3006 

The  Coetus  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  The 
Minutes  to  be  sent  to  Classis  as  soon  as  possible  after  each 
meeting  —  Absent  ministers  —  The  students  Verbryck,  Van 
der  Linde  and  Leydt  —  Leydt  permitted  to  preach  by  Coetus, 
but  prevented  by  Mancius,  yet  Fryenmoet  had  been  ordained 
by  Mancius  —  XXIII.  98  —  (This  letter  was  not  sent  until 
August,  or  later,  when  a  Postscript  was  added,  but  which  is 

not  at  hand.)    3006,  3007 

28    Proposed  Rules  adopted  by  the  Coetus,  subject  to  the  approval 

of  the  Classis  —  Signed  by  all  present 3007-3012 

t/       6    R«T.  E.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg  3013 

12, 20    Church  of  New  York  —  Manor  of  Fordham 3013,  3014 

ise?  Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Letter  from  De  Ronde  of  March  9, 

1748  —  Affairs  in  Paramaribo  —  Troubles  in  the  Conventus. 

3014-3017 

ae    10    Rev.  E.  T.  Van*  Hoevenberg   3017 

J7     11    Trinity  C?hurch  needs  a  Chapel  —  (St.  George's  Chapel.)   3017 

11  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  to  the  Chassis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Condition  of  Albany  and  the  church  there  —  Preaches  in 
English  to  the  soldiers  —  Church  of  Albany  not  favorable 
to  the  Coetus;  but  the  minister  favorable  —  Has  printed  a 
small  Catechism,  and  wishes  Classis  to  approve  it  ....  3018,  3010 
22    £.  £    VMn  Hoevenberg ^\f^ 
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July?  Acta  of  the  Deputies  —  I^etter  from  Mancius,  dated  Aug.  24, 
1747  —  Defends  his  ordination  of  Fryenmoet  —  His  objec- 
tions to  a  Coetus 3019,  3020 

Aug.       8    Proposals  of  Reconciliation  between  Revs.  Arondeus  and  Van 

Sinderen  and  their  respective  adherents    3020-3022 

Aug.?  Committee  on  the  Goetschius  case  to  the  Glassis  of  Amster- 

dam—  Grcneral  Review  of  their  conduct  of  the  case  —  Elf- 
forts  to  make  peace  between  the  parties  not  fully  sucoeM- 

ful  —  End  of  their  Commission 3023,  3024 

16    Church  of  New  York  —  School  and  teacher's  house  —  Daniel 

Bratt  engaged  as  chorister 3024,  302ft 

Professor  Kalm's  Description  of  the  churches  in  New  York 

and  Albany    3025,  302A 

20  Rev.  G.  Du  Bois,  etc.,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Efforts 
of  the  Committee  to  induce  all  the  churches  of  Kings  County 
to  join  the  Coetus  — ^Arondeus  the  principal  cause  of  failure.  3026 

3027 
Sept.       2    Rev.  E.  T.  Van  Hoevenbergh   3027 

27  Acts  of  the  Coetus  —  Letter   from   Classis   read  —  Calls    ap- 

proved, of  Goetschius  to  Hackensack;  of  Van  der  Linde  to 
Paramus;  of  Leydt  to  New  Brunswick  —  Case  of  Arondeus 
—  Final  examination  of  the  three  students  —  Churches  of 
Queens  County  —  Case  of  Tappan — ^Arondeus  and  Van  Sin- 
deren —  Subscriptions  to  Fundamental  Articles  and  Rules  oi 
Coetus  —  Classis  to  be  written  to  in  behalf  of  Verbryck  — 
Conduct  of  Boel  to  be  reported  —  Certificates  of  ordination 
to  be  given  Goetschius,  Leydt  and  Van  der  Linde  —  Dom- 

ine  Haeghoort  3027-302> 

Complaint  to  the  Coetus  of  the  Five  Villages  of  Kings  County 
against  domine  Arondeus  —  Items  of  the  Complaints,  with 

witnesses  to  each   3029-303L 

(Dec.  127)  The  Coetus  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Thanks  to 
the  Clajssis  for  their  letter  —  Settlement  of  three  American 
ordained  ministers  —  Some  mournful  circumstances:  Bad 
conduct  of  Arondeus  toward  his  congregations;  toward  his 
colleague  Van  Sinderen;  toward  other  churches  —  Deserts 
his  office  —  Tries  to  return  —  Refuses  to  be  reconciled  with 
Van  Sinderen  in  a  regular  manner  —  Evil  eflfects  of  his  con- 
duct—  Transfer  of  Goetschius  to  Hackensack  —  Muzelius  — 
Irregular  conduct  of  domine  Boel  —  Factions  still  in  Queens 
County  —  Request  to  examine  Verbryck;  his  excellent  char- 
acter   3031-3034 

28  Forms  of  Testimonials  adopted  by  the  Coetus,  for  a  Candi- 

date; for  a  minister 3034,  3036 

Oct.        7      Rev.  E.  T.  Van  Hoevenbergh 3036 

10    Rev.  Peter  Wynstock  to  Peter  De  Windt 3036 

Nor.       2    Rev.  G.  Du  Bois  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Personal  let- 
ter to  the  Chassis,  in  answer  to  tiieir  pei^OTi«\  \«Uax  to  him 
—  Hia  joy  at  organization  oi  a  CoeluB  \^^ioT^  \i\^  ^^\>a.— ■ 
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Would  like  to  see  peace  in  the  churches  —  Ministers  often 
at  fault  —  Domine  Boel  still  stands  out  against  the  Coetus, 
aa  does  Mancius,  of  Kingston,  and  the  Consistory  of  Albany 
— ^Arondeus  and  Muzelius  very  troublesome  —  The  Coetus 
will  live,  yet  not  without  great  opposition  —  Correspondence 
or  exchange  of  delegates  with  the  Coetus  of  Pennsylvania 
desirable,  but  the  expense  a  great  impediment  —  His  own 
advanced  age,  having  been  in  the  ministry  at  New  York 
forty-nine  years  —  Seventy-eight  years  old  —  The  Dutch  lan- 
guage waning,  and  causing  the  churches  to  languish  —  His 
successor  may  be  called  to  preach  in  English 3037,  3038 

r.     11     Rev.  G.  Du  Bois  to  Abrm.  Lott  and  John  Polhemius  —  New 
proposals  to  harmonize  the  factions  on  Long  Island — ^An- 
swer thereto   3038,  SOoJ 

c        9    Consistory  of  Newtown,  L.  I.,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

3039-3042 
16    Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  Abrm.  Lott  —  Offers  to  preach  at  the 
election  of  new  Consistories  in  the  interest  of  peace  on  Long 
Island 3042 

ee.?  Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Letter  from  Ritzema,  dated  Aug.  20, 

1748  —  Thanks  for  correspondence  —  The  Coetus  licensing 
students  —  Opposition  of  Mancius  to  Leydt,  but  who  is  de- 
sired by  the  Raritan  churches  —  Baptism  in  private  houses.  3043 

3044 

•ec.?         Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Letters  from  De  Ronde,  at  Paramaribo, 

of  July  19,  1748  —  Affairs  in  Surinam 3044 

•«.?         Acta  of  the  Deputies  —  Letter  from  the  Convent  us  in  Surinam, 

per  Rev.  De  Ronde,  giving  an  account  of  their  affairs . .  3044-3046 

let?  Acta  of  the  Deputies  —  Letter  from  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuy- 
sen  of  Albany,  dated  Aug.  15,  1748  —  Requests  that  the  stu- 
dent Verbryck  may  be  examined  and  ordained  by  the  Coetus.  3046 

1740. 

The  Lutherans  at  Newburgh    3046,  3047 

Volume  of  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen's  Sermons  published  —  Select 
Discourses  on  Special  Occasions,  1741-1748  —  Preface  given. 

3047-3049 

I.!  Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Letter  from  De  Ronde  of  Sept.  28,  1748.  3049 

3050 
B.  9  Committee  of  Coetus  on  affairs  of  Kings  and  Queens  County 
to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Continued  difficulties  between 
Van  Sinderen  and  Arondeus  —  Efforts  at  conciliation  —  Im- 
portance of  official  signatures  to  letters,  before  witnesses 
coming  to  America  —  Irregular  conduct  of  Rev.  Boel  —  New 
Consistories  elected  by  the  friends  of  the  Coetus  —  Refusal 
of  the  anti-Coetus    men   to    unite  —  Rev.   Haeghoort    and 

Aquackononck 3050-3052 

23    Growth  of  Trinity  Church  —  Chapel  of  Ease  to  be  built  — 

^t  George's  Chapel ^Oo2 

i8,   Feb,  2.     Rev,   John  Ritzema    to  Abrm.    Lott  —  in    behalf    oi 
anion  in  Queenn  County 
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1749. 
Feb.       14 


Feb.? 


Mardh    3 
28 


30 


March? 


PAOl 

Certificate  of  licensure  to  Peter  De  Windt  by  the  Classis  of 
Harderwyk  —  (Probably  a  forgery)    3063,  3(X 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Letter  from  the  Coetus,  of  Dec.  12, 
1748  —  Ordinations  antt  settlements  of  Goetschius,  Leydt 
and  Van  der  Linde  —  Doings  of  Arondeus  —  His  return  from 
Raritan  to  Long  Island;  intrudes  in  churches  on  Long 
Island  —  Complaints  by  Van  Sinderen  of  his  doings  —  Ir- 
regularities of  Muzelius  and  Boel  —  Coetus  had  sent  a  Com- 
mittee to  Tappan — A  Committee  to  examine  Catechism  of 
Theodore  Frelinghuysen  —  Form  of  ordination  certificates 
recorded 3054,  30; 

Testimonials  to  John  Aemilius  Wernich 3055,  30i 

Rev.  Mr.  Colgan  to  the  Secretary  of  Society  for  Propagating 
the  Gospel  —  Episcopal  Church  at  Flushing 301 

Church  of  New  York — ^Arrangements  about  turns  of  preach- 
ing    301 

Acta  of  the  Deputies  —  Letter  from  Haeghoort,.  dated  Nov. 
19,  1748  —  Case  of  Tappan  —  Irregularity  of  Fryenmoet's  or- 
dination—  Requests  that  Coetus  may  ordain  Verbryck  — 
No  calls  should  be  recognized  by  Classis  unless  endorsed 
by  Coetus  —  College  in  Pennsylvania  —  One  soon  to  be  in 
New  York  —  From  these  students  could  go  to  Holland  for 
theology  —  His  own  temporal  circumstances 3056,  30i 

Trinity  Church  —  St.  George's  Chapel    201 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  L.  De  Ronde  —  Classis  hopes  for 
peace  —  Chides  De  Ronde  for  consorting  with  certain 
knights dOl 

John  Wemigh  admitted  to  examination  by  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam—  Van  Hoevenbergh  has  gone  to  Surinam  without  pei?- 

mission  of  Classis 30( 

May  5  John  Werning  (Wernich)  licensed  to  preach  by  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  —  Letters  read  and  approved  to  Mancius,  Frycn- 
moet,  and  tlie  Consistory  of  Minisink;  to  Rev.  Th.  Freling- 
huysen; to  Rev.  H.  Boel;  to  Arondeus;  to  churches  of 
Queens  County;  to  Muzelius  and  church  of  Tappan;  to 
Haeghoort  and  church  of  Second  River;  to  Rev.  G.  Du  Bois.  30€ 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Consistory  of  Minisink  —  Fryen- 
moet's ordination,  etc.  —  Ought  to  join  the  Coetus  —  Re- 
marks on  the  Herrenhutters  30fl 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  John  Ritzema  —  Gratification 
at  the  examination  of  the  students  by  the  Coetus  —  Have 
written  to  Mancius  —  Baptism  of  sick   children  at  home.  30( 

30C 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  John  Arondeus  —  Regret  at  his 
unwillingness  to  consult  the  Coetus  — Admonitions  to  peace.  30( 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Henry  Boel  —  Surprise  at  his 
opposition    to  the    Coetus  —  If    he-  is    subordinate    to  the 
Classis,  let  him  join  the  Coetus— Hia  im^xo^^  comt^^  at 
Newtown  —  Should  have  sougYit  the  opimou  ot  C^a««A  — Kftr 

moDisbed  by  Classis ^Rfe'V,  ^ 


Spring. 
April    14 
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ij        5    Qaseis  of  Amsterdiim  to  Rev.  Frederick  Muzelius  —  His  sus- 
pension confirmed  —  His  case  given  over  to  the  Coetus  — 
Admonitions   3062 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Church  of  Newtown,  L.  I. — 
Commends  their  zeal  but  not  their  methods  —  Disapproves 
of  Rev.  Boel's  rebaptizing  children  without  advice  of 
Classis  —  Legalizes  marriages  performed  by  Goetschius,  be- 
fore his  l^al  ordination 3063 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Church  of  Tappan — ^Admonition  to 
better  conduct  —  Coetus  must  try  and  settle  matters  of 
Muzelius    : 3063 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Coetus  —  Pleased  at  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Coetus  —  Will  write  to  opponents  of  the  Coe- 
tus—  Muzelius  —  Satisfaction  at  the  examinations  —  Cir- 
cuits—  Fees  for  examinations  —  Impropriety  of  the  ordinar 
tion  of  Fryenmoet  by  Mancius  —  Examination  of  Verbryck 
reluctantly  permitted  —  Submission  of  Goetschius  accepted 
—  Fixing  regular  fees  for  examinations  not  approved  — 
Happy  at  the  settlements  of  Van  der  Linde  and  Leydt  — 
Request  the  Coetus  to  examine  the  catechism  of  Th.  Freling- 
huysen  —  Joy  over  the  end  of  the  Goetschius  case  —  Grief 
at  the  continued  factions  in  Queens  County;  and  at  the  con- 
duct of  Boel,  and  Arondeus  —  Coetus  must  settle  these  mat- 
ters, as  well  as  the  Tappan  case 3064-3067 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  — 
Congratulations  on  his  safe  arrival,  and  that  he  will  join 
the  Coetus  —  Ebcamination  of  Verbryck  permitted  on  his 
recommendation 306t 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  G.  Haeghoort  —  References  to 
Fryenmoet  and  Mancius  —  Advise  him  not  to  go  to  Pennsyl- 
vania    3068,  3069 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  G.  Du  Bois  —  Congratulations 
on  his  strength  and  service  at  his  age 3069 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  and  Rev. 
G.  W.  Mancius  —  Classis  astonished  at  his  observations  on 
the  examination  and  ordination  of  Fryenmoet;  grieved  that 
he  does  not  favor  the  Coetus;  that  he  objects  to  the 
preaching  of  the  student  Leydt  —  If  he  persists  in  opposi- 
tion to  a  Coetus,  Classis  may  not  stand  by  him — ^Admoni- 
tion to  join  the  Coetus  to  prove  his  fidelity  to  the  Classis.  3069 

3070 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Church  of  Second  River — Ad- 
monition to  stand  by  their  pastor 3070 

6?    Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Review  of  letters  read  and  approved. 

May  5   3071 

lay?  Acts   of  the   Deputies  —  Letter   from    Haeghoort   and    Goet- 

schius, (committee  on  'MuzeliuB  cafie),  dated  Nov.  8,  1748  — 
Hdd  suspended  Muzelius,  for  variouB  misconducts  —  Doc\i- 

wenis  sent  over '^f\7'\    *\CY7^ 
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May?  Letter  from  Mancius,  dated  July  20, 1747  —  XXIII.  128  —  Let- 

ter from  church  of  Jamaica,  (Arondeus  faction)  dated  Jan. 
7,  1749  — ^A  new  Consistory,  installed  by  Arondeus  — ^Another 
Consistory  has  been  installed  by  Kitzema,  against  which  they 
protested  —  Complain  that  the  other  party  will  not  unite 
with  them  in  calling  a  minister  from  Holland  —  Goetschiua 

has  gone  to  Hackensack  3072,  3073 

Letter  from  Long  Island,  signed  by  seven  persons  of  the 
Arondeus  Faction,  Jan.  10,  1749 — ^A  Reply  to  certain  accu- 
sations against  Arondeus — ^Accusations  presented  against 
Van   Sindercn    3073,  3074 

May  10  Certain  Elders  and  Magistrates  of  Queens  County  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  (Anti-Coetus)  —  Charges  the  Coe- 
tus  with  oppression;  that  slanders  are  circulated  about  Aron- 
deus; that  Van  Sinderen  is  a  deceiver;  that  he  refused  the 
advice  of  the  Consistory  to  keep  away  from  the  Coetufi; 
defames  Van  Sinderen  —  Friends  of  the  Coetus  actuated  by 
political  views  —  Six  ministers,  though  unnamed,  are  slan- 
dered, as   well  as  Goetschius  —  They   cannot  join   such   a 

body  as  the  Coetus    3075,  3076 

Census  of  counties  of  New  York 3077 

12  Petition  of  Rev.  Michael  C.  Knoll,  Lutheran  minister  at  New- 
burgh,  and  others,  to  Governor  Clinton,  for  a  patent  for 
the  glebe  lands  there  —  Brief  review  of  the  Palatine  settle- 
ment there:  Exiles  on  account  of  wars;  Patent  for  2190 
acres  in  1719;  500  acres  for  ministers;  very  poor;  supplied 
twice  a  year  by  the  Lutheran  minister  from  New  York; 
the  glebe  unprofitable  until  1733;  yields  only  500  schepeU 
of  wheat  in  thirty  years;  united  with  Lutheran  congrega- 
tion of  New  York  in  1727;  proceeds  of  the  glebe  now  paid 
to  that  minister;  small  church  built;  attempts  to  deprive 
them  of  their  church,  and  give  it  to  the  crown;  ask  for  a 

special  patent  for  the  glebe 3078 

The  Consistories  of  the  Five  Churches  in  Kings  County  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  (Anti-Coetus)  —  Failure  to  get 
Van  Sinderin  reconciled  to  Arondeus  —  Various  chai^gefl 
against  Van  Sinderin  —  Salary  withheld — ^Arondeus  com- 
mended—  His   preaching    liked,    and   Van    Sinderin's     not 

liked  — ^Arondeus  sure  of  support    3079,  3080 

22    Ohurch  of  New  York — ^Assistance   granted  to   the   GennuL 

church  at  Amwell,  N.  J.,  to  build  a  church 3080 

June       2    Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Mr.  Boehin 3081,  3082 

5  Petition  of  Rev.  Michael  C.  Knoll,  Lutheran  minister  at  New- 

buzgh,  etc.,  against  the  intrusion  of  Rev.  J.  L.  Hoo^good, 
who  is  unauthorized  to  preach,  and  is  dividing  the  flock  — 
Certificates  against  Hoofgood 3082-30M 

6  Moravian  Episcopate  acknowledged  by  Parliament 3084 
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July      2    Church   of   New   York  —  Manor    of   Fordham  —  Peter    Ferris 

offers  £3,000.  for  the  Manor  —  Refused 3085 

21  CUssis    approves    the    call    of    John    Frelinghuyscn    to    the 

Church  of  Raritan  —  His  final  examination  and  ordination.  3085 

3086 
Aug.     11     Classis  receives  letters  from  Long  Island  —  Referred  —  Report 

—  Certain  churches  do  not  wish  to  be  subject  to  the  Coefcus 

—  Classis  had  recently  written — Answer  to  these  to  be  de- 
layed    3086 

19    French  priests  not  allowed  among  the  Mohawks 3086 

Sept      1    Classis  receives  letter  from  De  Ronde  3087 

12  Acts  of  the  Coetus  —  Case  of  Tappan — All  members  of  Co^ 
tsu,  acting  as  con^ulenten  must  report  to  Coetus,  not  to 
Classis  —  Peter  De  Wint  received  as  a  candidate  —  John 
Van  Driessen  presents  papers,  that  certain  persons  in  Ac- 
quackononck,  Pompton  and  Gansegat  wanted  him  for  their 
minister;  offers  to  discharge  all  previous  subscribers  to  his 
salary  from  all  obligations  —  Coetus  refuses  to  deal  with  his 
requests  —  Domine  Mancius  makes  charges  against  Goet- 
schius  —  Goetschius  forbidden  to  do  any  ministerial  service 
in  Queens  County  —  Thos.  Romeyn  requests  to  be  recom- 
mended to  Classis,  and  if  qualified,  to  be  ordained  —  Post- 
poned—  Case  of  Oyster  Bay  —  The  church  of  Second  River 
to  be  admonished  —  Limitations  of  students'  preaching.  3087-3089 
Oct  2  Church  of  New  York  —  Increased  amount  allowed  for  house- 
rent  3090 

6    Classis  holds  two  letters  from  Long  Island  —  Consideration  of 

De  Ronde's  letter  postponed 3090 

11,  IS,  16    Church  of  New  York  —  Proceedings  concerning  the  proposed 

'call  of  Rev.  E.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg 3000,  3091 

18    The  Coetus,  per  Rev.  G.  Du  Bois,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 

—  Sends  Minutes  of  the  Coetus  of  September  —  Late  recep- 
tion of  tlie  letter  of  Classis  with  the  Acts  of  Synod  —  Extra 
session  of  Coetus  called  for  November  —  Muzelius'  request  in 
behalf  of  Peter  De  Wint— Attempt  of  Church  of  New  York 
to  call  Van  Hoevenberg — His  refusal  to  join  the  Coetus. 

3091-3003 

22  Lawrence  Hoff  to  Rev.  John  Ritzeraa  —  Letter  to  be  read  in 

Coetus  —  Complains  of  actions  of  Du  Bois  and  Ritzema  in 
compelling  Goetschius  to  leave  Long  Island  —  His  leaving 
a  great  injury  to  the  church  —  Dt'[»rivc«d  of  ;oligious  privi- 
leges     3093,  3094 

>etT  Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Letter  from  De  Ronde  at  Paramaribo, 

dated  May  25,  1740  —  Affairs  in  '^'uriniim 3094,  3095 

kt  29  Lutheran  Church  of  New  York  petitions  the  Governor  —  Fur- 
ther explanation  of  their  settlement  at  Newburgh  and  their 
church  possessions  and  Bervicei^  there  —  Wants  proteoUoik 
from   unauthorized  preachers    ^0^5 
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Not.  1, 7  Be  v.  E.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg  to  Mr.  Brouwer,  of  the  Glassis  of 
Amsterdam,  Nov.  1749  —  His  affairs  in  Surinam  —  Charged 
with  being  crazy  —  Wishes  the  conduct  of  the  Governor  to 
be  legally  investigated  —  Preaching  in  New  York,  he  was 
called  there  —  Then  a  few  tried  to  force  him  to  join  the 
CoetuB  —  The  call  was  mysteriously  quashed  —  Received  a 

present  of  twenty  five  pounds 3006,  3097 

7  Acts  of  the  Coetus  —  Arondeus  cited  to  appear  before  the 
Coetus;  his  Consistory  also  cited  —  Fryenmoet  joins  the 
Coetus  —  Church  of  New  Paltz  favorable  to  the  Coetus  — 
Ritzema  has  ordained  a  new  Consistory  at  Jamaica;  ap- 
proved by  the  Coetus  —  Churches  of  Queens  County  yet, 
more  or  less,  divided  —  Censure  on  Muzelius  to  be  continued 
for  three  months;  then  removed,  if  he  is  peniitent  —  Letter 
from  Lawrence  Hoff  of  Oct.  22,  1749,  read,  and  action 
thereon  —  Churches  of  Acquackononck  and  Second  River  do 
not  unite  —  Difficulties  in  the  church  of  Poughkeepsie  ad- 
justed—  Former  baptisms  by  domine  Goetschius  ratified  — 
Ultimate  action  to  be  taken  in  reference  to  Muzelius  —  Plan 
for  securing  payment  of  salaries  —  All  calls  must  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Coetus  —  Coetus  writes  to  the  church  of  New 
Paltz  —  Catechism  of  Rev.  Th.  Frelinghuyscn  endorsed  — 
Call,  formerly  made  on  Van  Sinderen,  approved  —  Bad  con- 
duct of  the  adherents  of  Arondeus  —  Statement  of  the  ad- 
herents of  Van  Sinderen  as  to  former  efforts  at  reconciliar 
tion  — Arondeus  refuses  to  appear  before  the  Coetus.  3098-3102 

Dec.     (?)    Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Letter  from  De  Ronde  at  Paramaribo, 

dated  Aug.  6,  1749  3103,  3104 

1750. 

« 

Jan.  13  Classis  receives  letters  from  Ritzema  and  Du  Bois  with  the 
Acts  of  the  Coetus  —  Dorsius  appointed  by  West  India  Co. 
to  Guinea  without  consulting  Classis,  Classis  demands  cre- 
dentials from  him  —  Letters  from  De  Ronde,  etc.,  received.  3105 

3106 
27    Dorsius  refers  Classis  to  the  Synod  of  South  Holland  —  Gassis 

demands  his  credentials  3106 

Feb.  Loss  of  Trinity  Church  Records  by  fire  3106 

April  4  German  Lutherans  petition  Gov.  Clinton  to  be  allowed  to 
collect  funds  and  build  a  church  in  New  York;  cannot  wor- 
ship with  the  Holland  Lutherans  on  account  of  language.  3106 

3107 

Mission  of  the  Abbe  Picquet  in  Northern  New  York 3107 

'    Affidavits  of  John  H.  Lydius  and  wife  as  to  the  bounds  of  the 

Mohawk  lands  to  the  north  east  —  Grant  to  Domine  Ddlius.  3107 

3108 

6    Case  of  Dorsius  3108 

(J)    Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Letters  from  Du  Bois  and   Ritzema 
received,  dated  Dec.  27,  1749,  O.  S.*.  A\ao  "Miivwle^  o\  «il\.t^ 
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seBsion  of  Coetus,  Nov.  1749 — The  difficulties  on  Long  Island 

—  Request  of  Classis  for  full  power  to  deal  with  the  obsti- 
nate ones  —  Arondeus  and  Goetschius  —  L^^ity  of  the  calls 

in  Kings  County  3108,  3100 

Letters  from  De  Ronde  of  Aug.  20,  1740,  and  Dec.  10,  1749  — 
Had  prepared  some  "First  Truths"  in  Negro-English  — 111- 
nesB  requires  him  to  leave  Paramaribo  —  Troubles  between 

the  French  and  Dutch  ministers   3109 

pril      7     Report  from  the  Deputies,  on  the  letters  from  New  Nether- 
land  and  on  the  Acta  of  the  Goetus  —  Drafts  of  letters  to 
the  New  York  Coetus;  to  Du  Bois  and  Ritzema;  to  three 
members  at  Jamaica;  and  to  the  five  congregations  on  Long 

Island;  all  approved^ 3109,  3110 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  L.  De  Ronde  —  Van  Hoevenberg 

—  Exhortation  to  diligence  —  His  "  First  Truths  "  in  Negro- 
English  3110 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  three  members  of  the  Church  of 
Jamaica  —  Classis  displeased  with  the  letter  —  Its  abuse  of 
the  Coetus  —  Admonitions  to  the  writers  —  The  evil  conduct 
of  Arondeus  —  Exhortation  to  submit  to  the  Coetus.  3111,  3112 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Five  Congregations  on  Long 
Island  —  Grief  of  Classis  at  their  dissensions  —  Their  opposi- 
tion to  Van  Sinderen  and  favor  to  Arondeus  —  The  opinion 
of  Classis  exactly  otherwise  —  Their  attempt  to  lay  down 
the  law  for  the  Classical  decision  —  Coetus  is  requested  to 
settle  the  affair  3112,  3113 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York  —  Min- 
utes of  the  Coetus  of  Sept.  1749,  and  letters,  received  — 
Remarks  on  Arondeus  and  Van  Sinderen  —  Coetus  requested 
to  decide  the  matter  —  Admonitory  letters  written  to  all 
parties  —  All  matters  to  be  first  decided  by  Coetus  —  Re- 
quest to  examine  De  Wint  —  His  case  suJspicious  —  Case  of 
Thoe.  Romein  —  John  Van  Driessen  —  J.  H.  Goetschius  and 

Oyster  Bay  —  Haeghoort  and  Second  River   3113,  3114 

pril       7     Classis  of  Amsterdam   to  Rev.  Du   Bois   and   Rev.  Ritzema. 

—  Minutes  of  Coetus  and  letters  received  —  Van  Hoeven- 
Lergfs  case  —  Classis  cannot  yet  decide  on  the  Queens 
County  affairs  —  The  Kings  County  matter  cleared:  the  one 
legally  called  is  the  lawful  minister;  the  one  irregularly 
enticed  from  another  church,  is  not  —  Admonitions  sent  to 
the  friends  of  Arondeus   3114,  3115 

pril?  Rev.  E.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 

Asks  for  certifications  of  bis  official  character  —  Complains 
of  actions  at  Surinam;  also  at  New  York  in  reference  to  his 
call;  also  of  the  letter  of  Classis  to  Coetus  about  him.  3115,  3116 
26  Rev.  G.  W.  Mancius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  The  de- 
termination of  J.  H.  Chetechius  to  preach  at  New  Paltz, 
mJthough  Mancim  objected  —  John    Van    Driessen  —  Disci- 
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plinc  of  certain  ones  at  New  Paltz  —  Goetschius'a  studenia 
hud  preached  at  the  Paltz  —  Goetschius  seemed  to  deapise 
the  Classis  —  Conduct  of  John  Leydt  —  Manciua  cannot 
accept  of  the  advice  of  Classis  to  join  the  Coetus  —  The 
Coetus  seems  to  have  acted  unjustly  in  attempting  to  force 
Kingston  —  Goetschius  defends  John  Van  Driessen  —  King- 
ston would  receive  no  benefit  by  joining  the  Coetus  — 
Does  not  desire  to  cease  correspondence  with  Classis.  3116-^1! 
Spring.    Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Van  Hoevenberg 31! 

May  7  The  Coetus  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Minutes  of  Nov. 
1749,  sent  —  Arondeus  and  his  adherents  refuse  to  submit 
their  case  to  the  Coetus  —  Muzelius  declared  emeritus  — 
Verbryck  to  settle  at  Tappan  —  De  Wint  goes  to  Bergen 
and  Staten  Island  —  Rhineback,  Rochester  and  New  Palts, 
vacant  —  Expense  too  great  to  get  ministers  from  Holland 
—  The  Catechism  of  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  approved.  3119,  311 
?  Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Letter  received  from  De  Ronde,  dated 
Jan.  17,  1760,  from  Paramaribo  —  Various  items  about 
affairs  there    31S 

May  11,  and  June.    The  Dorsius  Case  —  XII.  203,  206  318 

July?  Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Letter  from   De  Ronde  dated   Para- 

maribo, Feb.  28,  1750  —  Court  has  permitted  him  to  go  to 

New  York  for  his  health 31i 

9  Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Classis  receives  letter  from  Haeghoort, 
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Dutch  Ohueoh  of  Nbw  Tobk.  -„- 

June  7,  1725. 

After  calling  on  God's  name,  it  was  Besolved  by  the  Consistory 
that  Messrs.  Philip  Cortland,  William  Boseboom,  Abrm.  Lefferts 
and  Cornelius  Van  Home,  Jr.,  be  a  committee  to  obtain  informa- 
tion during  the  coming  week,  about  every  farm  on  the  Manor, 
and  make  the  same  known  to  the  Consistory.  This  is  done  in 
order  to  regulate  the  leases  to  the  best  profit  of  the  church.  The 
leasees  shall  be  spoken  to,  in  preparation,  but  nothing  shall  be 
eonsummated  without  the  approval  of  the  Consistory. 

Statement  ob  Deolabation,  of  the  TTndebsigned  Ministebs, 
TO  THOSE  Cited,  Conoebning  the  Publioatioit  of  this 
Compi^aint  [Against  Fbelinghutsen].     See  Above. 

(Jtme  8,  1725.) 

We  recognize  with  regret  that  the  conduct  of  the  ^'  Citers  "  of 
(the  Church)  of  Raritan  with  their  minister,  Theodorus  Jacobus 
Frelinghuysen,  toward  you,  Messrs.  Peter  Du  Mont,  Simon  Wyck- 
off,  Henry  Yroom,  Daniel  Sebering,  and  all  the  others  included 
in  the  '^  Secession ",  appears  to  be  so  singular,  as  well  as  con- 
trary to  the  Order  of  the  Dutch  Eeformed  Church,  that  we 
consider  that  you  had  good  reasons  to  publish  to  the  world  the 
^'  Complaint "  (Klagte)  which  you  have  made  to  us,  against  these 
'' Citers''  with  their  minister;  so  that  the  same  may  serve  as  a 
Reply  in  Defense,  to  their  irregular  and  unparalleled  "  Cita- 
tions"; and  also  to  submit  these  "  Citations"  together  with  your 
'^ Complaint"  concerning  them,  to  all  truth-loving  Christians, 
with  the  sincere  prayer  that  they  would  give  them  a  careful  ex- 
amination that  they  may  understand  all  the  facts  in  this  im- 
portant business. 

This  is  all  the  more  important,  because  the  "  Citers  "  and  their 
minister,  pretend  to  appeal  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  as 
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their  Competent  Judge;  but  notwithstanding,  as  if  they  could 
be  both  a  party  in  the  case  and  a  judge,  they  persist  in  their  con- 
duct toward  you  concerning  their  amazing  act  of  excommunica- 
tion, although  illegally  performed,  being  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  plain  teaching  of  the  76th  Article  of  the  Synod  of  Dort, 
1618-19,  which  says :  "  No  one  shall  be  exconmiunicated  except 
by  previous  advice  of  the  Classis  ".  This,  however,  was  done  to 
you,  as  you  show  in  your  "  Complaint ". 

This  "  Complaint ",  in  which  the  "  Citations  '*  are  answered  in 
detail,  is  submitted  to  all  lovers  of  truth  that  they  may  undei^ 
stand  whether  you,  the  "  Cited  '^  or  whether  the  "  Citers  ^'  in 
their  rashness  have  departed  from  the  pure  doctrine  and  disci- 
pline of  the  true  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 

In  our  opinion  you  have  been  driven  to  make  this  "Com- 
plaint ",  as  must  be  admitted  by  all  lovers  of  peace.  For  your 
opponents  were  unwilling  that  this  important  business  in  dispute, 
should  be  submitted  to  the  impartial  judgement,  either  of  all  the 
Dutch  Churches  in  this  country,  or  of  their  pastors,  in  particular. 
This  is  evident  even  from  the  writings  of  the  "  Citers  "  and  their 
minister. 

It  is  therefore  a  "  Complaint "  in  defence  of  your  cause,  which, 
we  beg  all  lovers  of  truth  to  whom  it  may  come,  carefully  to  con- 
sider. This  should  be  done,  especially,  because  you  yourselves 
and  the  majority  of  your  congregation  at  Raritan,  are  recognijEcd 
menabers  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and,  so  far  as  we  know, 
'sotmd  in  doctrine  and  pure  in  life;  also,  in  order  that  some  desir- 
able means  may  be  found  for  the  removal  of  offences  which  have 

« 

arisen  in  those  regions,  unto  the  grief  of  all  godly  people;  and 
thai'  tlie  spirit  of  division  may  be  resisted,  and  that  the  church 
may  become  again  united  in  sentiment  and  feeling,  and  practice 
thie  Truth  among  themselves,  in  love. 

We  must,  indeed,  complain  of  these  '^Citers"  and  their  min- 
ister, not  only  in  their  relation  to  you,  but  also  in  their  relations 
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to  us,  and  protest  against  their  actions  before  all  lovers  of  truth 
in  general  and  in  particular,  before  the  Eev.  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam, inasmuch  as  it  tends  to  the  destruction  of  the  Christian 
peace  of  the  Dutch  Eeformed  Churches  in  this  country.  For 
they  do  not  cease  to  offend  us,  unjustly,  in  reference  to  our  pub- 
lic worship,  which  they  render  fruitless,  so  far  as  lies  in  their 
power;  and  also  in  regard  to  the  members  of  our  congregations, 
whom  they  seek  to  prejudice  against  us,  as  will  appear  from  your 
"  Complaint  *'  as  we  believe,  to  all  f  airminded  individuals. 

Not  only  the  ministry  but  also  the  laity  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  should  be  on  their  guard  against  all  such  conduct,  and 
idmonish  others  to  do  the  same.  This  duty  is  shown  by  "  Ex- 
tracts''  from  several  resolutions  of  the  Synods.  Among  these, 
we  refer  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  held  at  Hoorn  in  1683, 
Arts.  25,  26;  the  Synod  held  at  Edam,  1679,  which  treats  of  the 
Labadists  and  of  Rev.  J.  Koelman,  wliioh  reads  as  follows :  "  The 
Beveral  Classes  declared  that  everj-  one  connected  with  them,  were 
on  the  watch  against  both  these  —  (the  Labadists  and  Koelman), 
and  it  was  enjoined  on  them  to  be  very  careful;  inasmuch  as 
J.  Koelman  sought  to  render  the  work  of  the  ministry  fruitless, 
and  to  excite  prejudices  among  the  church-members  against  the 
ministers  ".  Now  this,  our  Statement  has  originated,  because  we 
in  this  country,  have  taken  to  heart  that  which  we  subscribed  to 
in  Holland. 

For  such  reasons,  it  is  our  candid  opinion,  Qentlemen,  that  you 
should  furnish  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  the  "  Citations  ", 
(issued  to  you),  as  well  as  your  "  Complaint ",  with  the  request 
that  Classis  would  give  them  their  careful  consideration.  Thus 
it  may  appear  whether  the  "  Citers  ",  or  yourselves,  in  this  far-off 
land,  are  the  sincere  professors  and  the  faithful  defenders  of  the 
pure  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  Christian  Church,,  according 
to  the  Word  of  Qt)d,  and  the  Order  of  the  Church. 

Meanwhile,  it  remains  the  desire  of  our  hearts  that  the  kingdom 
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of  God  may  continually  increase  and  prosper,  by  one  and  the 
same  Spirit,  and  by  the  bonds  of  Christian  love  and  harmony. 

Gualtherus  Du  Bois,  Minister  in  New  York. 

Vincentius  Antonides,  Minister  on  Long 

Island. 

Petrus  Vas,  Minister  at  Kingston. 

ITonricus  Boel,  Minister  in  New  York. 
New  York, 
June  8,  1725. 

Rev.  Petrus  Van  Driessen,  minister  at  Albany,  in  the  name 
of  his  Consistory,  makes  the  clear  declaration  that  he  wannly 
supports  this  good  cause;  but  that  because  of  several  pressing 
engagements,  he  could  not  come  down.  He  prays  that  a  blessing 
may  rest  on  the  finished  work. 

To  the  same  effect  is  the  written  statement  of  Bev.  Thomas 
Brouwer,  minister  at  Schenectady,  in  which  he  gives  assurance 
of  his  high  regard,  and  earnestly  asks  to  be  excused  on  account 
of  ill  health. 

[This  "Statement"  or  **  Declaration  "  (Verklaaring)  follows 
tlie  title  page.  Then  follows  these  poems,  addressed  to  the 
authors  of  the  Complaint,  consisting  of  a  Prelude,  a  Response, 
and  a  Conclusion,  with  a  Supplementary  Poem  upon  the  Com- 
plaint itself.     These  are  ironical  in  cliaracter.] 

VOOB   DE   UlTGEEVERS    VaN    DeZE   KlAOTE. 

For  the  Authors  of  this  Complaint. 
voor-zano. 

Darde  Oolt  een  BtreTelloff  bestaan 

(Niet  opgeblaa£e  en   trots  Tan   Waaa) 
Te  roemen  op  sjn  Helden-Daaden, 
En  gadelooie  Deught-Gleraarden, 

Dat  se  and  're  ver  te  boren  gaan? 

PRELUDE. 
Did  mortal  e*er  attempt  the  feat, 
Unless  puffed  np  with  self-conceit. 
Of  boasting  that,  for  deeds  rlctorloas 
And  every  matchless  virtue  fflorions. 
None  live  who  can  with  him  compete? 
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Of  was  Toit  lenuuit  soo  Termmart 

Van  waare  Wythelt,  Troom  ran  Aart, 
Dat  by  gcen  Latter  hadt  te  ■cbroomen, 
ScteoB  by  bekladt  wlert  by  de  Vroomen, 

Daar  Schyn  en  Godrnifft  nlmmer  paart? 

Or,  was  one  ever  so  renowned 

For  wisdom  tme,  and  piety  sonnd* 
He  did  not  need  hare  fear  of  slander. 
ThoQffh  smutched  by  those  who,  Iscklnt  csndor, 

ShoQld  with  the  pious  not  be  found? 

5ec«!  soo  eea  was  daar  noolt  femest; 

De  Deofft  alleen  heeft  onberreest. 
▲Is  oaberlekt,  de  Loogen, 
Is  Lsster  Tsn  elk  tarten  mogen, 

Waar  In  men  nlet  dan  Yolshelt  leest. 

No,  nerer  was  there  such  an  one. 

But  VIRTUE  — It  Is  she  alone 
Who,   spotless,   without  fear,  defjrlng 
All  craftiness,  deceit  and  lying, 

Hss  with  undlmmed  lustre  shone. 

Wei  wie  dan;  dan  de  blanke  Deugt, 

Gdyk  ccn  Maagt  in  haare  Jeugt 
Qmm  BImpels  heeft;  wle  anders 
Urt  am,  die  by  de  Raretanders 

Sf  soo  in  elge  Roem  Terheugt? 

Well,  who  then  is  this  VIRTUE  rare, 

A   maiden    young,    unwrlnkled,    fair, 
But  one  who,  on  the  Rarltan  dwelling, 
In  boasting  of  himself,  is  telling 

What  only  she  can  well  declare? 

Dat  soo  durft  tarten:  Tong  nog  Pen 

Ba  maakt  my  anders  dan  Ik  ben; 
Steeds  blyre  Ik  ran  Quaad-spreekers  Monden. 
Nog  eren  schoon  en  engeschonden ; 

Ala  elk  meet  tulgen,  die  my  ken. 

Who  dares  my  word  to  challenge  men  — 
**  I*m  not  unmade  by  tongue  or  pen; 

Inviolate  from   slanderers   talking. 

As  ever  In  my  purity  walking. 
I  can  appeal  to  others*   ken." 

De  Deugt  alleen  doch  heeft  die  Naam, 

Dat  geen  Basuin-klank  van  de  Faam. 
'K  Laat  staan  de  Lof  der  Redenaaren, 
Hoewel  bespraakt,  kan  enenaaren 

Haar  Glans  en  Waarde,  eyk  aargenaam. 

Yet,  only  VIRTUE  has  a  name 

Which  needs  no  trumpet  sonnd  of  fame. 

Much  less  the  praise  of  oratory, 

However  glib,  to  give  her  glory; 
Her   preciousnens  —  always    the    same. 
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TBGBN-ZANQ. 

Zoo  it  't;  de  Deufft,  In  haaren  aart, 

Is  Yoor  den  Latter  onyervaart; 
Maar  mil  ook  noolt  haar  selven  roemen. 
Qeljk  se  leert  de  Trotshelt  doemen, 

Oaat  17  met  Zeedigheit  gepaart. 

ANTI-STROPHES. 
Tea,  VIRTUE,  in  taer  nattye  light. 
Can  face  foul  slander  without  fright; 
And  7et  without  herself  exalting. 
Against  all  haughtiness   revolting. 
With   MODBSTY   she    wUi   unite. 

Daar  't  regt  Cleraat  eens  van  het  Hert 

(De  Nedrlghelt)  gebooren  werdt: 
Daar  schuuwt  men  't  self-roem-rugtlg-sprecken, 
Bn  heeft  me  een  aflceer  Tan  die  Treeken, 

Wier  Loon  maar  tjn  sol  Zlele-smart. 

Where  once  that  heart-bom  ornament. 
Humility,  brings  sweet  content. 
There,   one's  averse  to  loud  self-praising. 
And  cannot  bear  to  think  of  raising 
Strains   to   the   soul's    embitterment. 

Wie  wagte  den  niet  dit  beleit. 

Met  goede  Qeest  nan  onderscheit, 
Van  hen,  die  als  Qods  Heyl-Oeaanten, 
Zig  tegen  Trotshelt  moeten  kanten 

Bn  hand  'len  met  Zagtmoedgheit. 

Who  does  not  look  for  care  and  tact- 
A  spirit  for  discerning  fact  — 
In  those  who.    Heralds  of  Salvation, 
Do  Pride  suppress  with  reprobation. 
With  meekness  mark  their  every  act? 

Dat's  Leeraars  Pligt,  *t  is  waar;  maar  by 

Verbeelde  Godvrugt,  Veynsery, 
Bn  Heerschiugt,  was  dat  noolt  te  vinden. 
Waar  dat  men  slg  soo  dwaas  wrblinde, 

En  vondt  men  niet  den  snorkery. 

That  preacher's  duty  is,  'tis  true; 

But  it  can  never  have  to  do 
With  fancied  piety's  condition, 
Dissimulation  and  ambition; 

'T  would  be  but  braggadocio. 

Hy  krenkt  sig  self,  maar  and're  met. 

Die  onbedagtxaam  niet  ontaiet 
Zig  selo*  hertnekkig  te  verklaaren, 
Wle  need'rig  sprak,  met  meer  bedaaren, 

Zig,  Zelf-verhefOng,  wys  outrledt. 

He  who  is  inconsiderate. 
In  self-laudation  obstinate, 

Hurts  but  himself,  and  not  another. 

Who  humbly  speaks  and  gives  no  bother - 
He  wisely  keeps  his  own  estate. 
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Ef,  die  de  GodTTDCt  loo  betiagt, 

lil,  fu  de  Yroomeii  hoog -geagtf 
Ugt  kouwB  Blge-roem  ontbeeren. 
tjm  Sttfttng  lal  1711  Naam  In  Bere 

Does  dmren  self  by  't  Nagetlagt. 

Who   does  thus  practice  sodllness, 

And  godl7  men's  regard  poaaeas. 
Can  well  do  withont  aelf -laudation; 
His   name  In  honor  —  a   creation  — 

Bndnres  posterity  to  bless. 

8LOT-ZANQ. 

Wd  nllf  dan  Gods  Gonstgenoot, 

Die  Godt  100  tronw  bleef  tot  de  Doodt. 
Het  Hell  ran  snike  Waarheit  Tolken 
Xil  ityi»  boren  't  Drift  der  Wolken 

Ter  ceow'  ge  Rust  In  Abrah*ma  Schoot. 

CONCLUSION. 
How  are  God's  best  beloved  blest. 
Whose  faithfalness  can  stand  death's  test 

Who,  happ7  while  the  truth  defending, 

AboTe   the   drifting    clouds   ascending, 
Shall  once  in  Abraham's  bosom  rest! 

GfMegent  Landt  dan  00k,  en  kerk, 

Ditr  SCO    getrouw    God's    Akker-werk 
Beyfcrt  wlert  aan  all'  de  Leeden; 
Our  wlert  geen  Lldt  rersmaat,  Tertreeden; 

Diar  bleef  elk  binnen  Pllgt  en  Perk. 

Blest  Is  the  land;  the  Church  as  well, 
Where   thus   God's   husbandry   does   tell 

Of  faithfulness  In  all  the  members! 

Not  one's  despised,  and  each  remembers 
What  place  to  him  by  duty  fell! 

Wlen  (dien  God's  Hell  ter  Herte  gaat. 

Met  Zngt  op  Zugt,  om  snlken  Staat; 
Sfaar  die,  wyl  't  hem  nlet  mogt  gebeuren. 
Ilea,  des  gefaoont,  sag  bitter  treuren) 

Oaf  men  geen  Trorst  met  rype  Raadt? 

Should  one  who  takes  to  hear  God's  will. 

Sighs,   longing  such  a  place  to  fill, 
Instead  of  insult  for  his  falling. 
Causing  him  most  bitter  walling. 

Not  have   more  help   and   comfort   still? 

Die  nimmer  oreemde  Leere  dreef, 

Ummt  trouw   de  Herrormde   Godsdieost   bleq, 
Kogthans  sag  (als  Verrottee  Leeden 
Geschlet)  sig  plotslyk  afgesneeden, 

Klaagde  over  die,  die  dat  bedreef. 

Shouldn't   he   who   ne'er   strange   doctrine   brought. 

But  true  Reformed  Religion  taught, 
Tet  saw  hlmaelf,  like  one  low  rated, 
Sadden^  excommunicated. 
Complain  of  btm  this  111  had  wroughtl 
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JaI  kUMfdt  Ttgt  amn  Ann  en  Rjk. 

Of  dat  iit«t  wif  CM  Onffeiyk* 
WftAroftr  tlk  oio«*t  S711   bewoogen, 
M«t  WAArhdt-mtnneiid  mede-doogen. 

Of  Dat  AMD  MO  reft  Oordeel  strjkl 

Complain  indeed!  —  to  poor  and  rich! 

Ask,   if  it*B  not  an  injury  which 
Moat  more  to  pity  all  who're  aeeklnff, 
In  lore  of  tmth  and  jnstice  apcaUng, 

A  riffhteona  jadfement  for  all  anch! 

DIt  Ijdtn  Toor  haar  goede  Zaak, 

Van  Bahjn-dtagta  Heerachingt,  tothaar  Wraak, 
Oadvldlg.    lal    Qod    nltkomat    geeven 
■•Bi,  ia  't  nltt  hitr,  *tlB  na  dit  Leemen, 

Id  Muwig  lalig  Ziel  Vermaak. 

Them  who've  a  good  caoae  to  advance. 
Pained    by    false    Virtue's    arrogance, 
But    patiently    no    vengeance    taking  — 
Ood  will  aid  now;  or,  at  the  awaking. 
Their  soula   with   endlesa  Joy   entrance. 

OP  DB  KLAQTB  ZBLF.  ON  THB  COMPLAINT  ITSE 

Nu  Klaag-achrlft,   Klaag,   apoe  n  geawlnt, 

Klaag  Ouwde  en  Jonge,  Vreemde  en  Vrlnd, 
't  Lang-Bylandt  en  Nieuw  Jeraey  over. 

TooD  aan  't  Verbyatert  Raretan 
*t  Onregt  dtagoaden  —  Naama  Verdover 

I>oor  lyn  onohriatelyke  Ban. 

Qo,  now.  Complaint;  apeed  thee  from  here 
To  old  and  young,  thoae  far  and  near. 
Of  him,  who  would  a  good  name  cover 
Long  Island  and  New  Jeraey  over. 
Inform  bewildered  Raritan 
With  his  unjuat,   unchristian  ban. 

Hy.  nlet  ayn  bllnden  Aanhang,  wreet, 

Schoon  met   een   Lama-vel  overkleet, 
la   n   nlet   magtlg   te   verschrekken. 

Qy  toont,  hoe  men,  die  Scheurlng  wrogt, 
MotI  vangen  in  ayn  elge  Strikken: 

Waar  mee  aig  In  verwerring  brogt. 

He,  with  hia  followers  blind  and  mad. 
Himself  though  In  a  lambskin  clad. 
Has  not  the  power  you  to  frighten. 
Ye  know  how  one  who  schism  has  wrought 
Can  lu  his  own  snares,  when  they  tighten 
To  his  confusion,  best  be  caught. 

i)«,  lang  getergt.  nu  moedlg  voort. 

IVwr  Zugt  T«Ktr  Waarhelt  aangespoort, 
Outdek  aan  air.  die  U  outmoeten. 

Htt  Oagwit  van  ayn  Schyn-gelaat ; 
Tree  In.  hy  die  u  welkom  gTt>eten: 

Kn  overtulg  ben  van  lyn  guaat. 

Oa.  k»ng  provoked,  go  boldly  on. 

SpurrHl  by  the  wish  that  truth  be  won. 
Pl»cK'«ee  to  wayfan^rs  that  meet  tbee 

The  mark  of  his  ftlse  eonntenaaee: 
And  all  SQch  aa  In  weleoBe  greet  thee 

OMTiBce  of  his  base  tapudenee  — 
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%fn  QMit  Beleldt,  dat,  ongMtnlt, 

ZoB  kank'rai.  als  Tetgistlff  kmlt. 
It!  wie  BteC  hoorcB,  roept;  VerbUnden! 

Wat  gatt  a  aan,  dat  ge  a  yerkeert 
Zo  laat  mlileiden  en  Tenlinden, 

0!  Of  en  weet  nlet  waar  *t  v  deert. 


Hla  eTil  craft,  which,  hindered  not, 

WoQld,  like  a  polsonoas  herb,  cause  rot: 
To  thoae  who  hear  not  cry:  "  je  blinded, 

Why  face  your  mln  so  Inert, 
Misguided  thus  by  the  wrong-minded? 

Ye  do  not  know  where  ye  are  hurt! " 


Wat!  lal  men,  als  het  Pausdom  play, 

Verroert  door  menschelyk  Gesag, 
Die,  om  eens  anders  wil,  outeeren 

Met  Ban,  die  Toor  de  Waartielt  staan? 
Nees;  dat  Is  tegen  *s  Hellands  Leere 

IjB-reft,  en  Kerken-Orders  aan. 


What?  one  shall,  as  Is  popedom's  way, 

By  man's  authority  led  astray. 
Dishonor  with  his  ban  far-reaching 

Who  firmly  take  a  stand  for  truth? 
No!  straight  against  the  SaTlor*s  teaching 

Church  orders  too  —  that  Is  forsooth! 


0!  wIl  met  aandagt  my  doorblaan, 

'K  Wys  u  op  't  regte  Padt  te  gaan, 
Niet  In  den  Weg  ran  Menschen  Vonden. 

Maar  zulrer  naar  Gods  Leevend  Woort: 
Otar.  daar  alleen  olnt  men  de  Gronden, 

Waar  na  d*  Herrormde  Godsdlenst  hoort. 


O,  heed  me  as  ye  read  me  through. 

I  show  you  the  right  path  to  go; 
Not  In  the  way  of  Man's  Inventions, 

But  as  declares  God'R  llrlng  word. 
With  that  alone,  sound  In  Intentions, 

Reformed  Religion  does  accord. 


Preface. 

(The  following  Is  the  Preface  to  the  book  known  as  the  "  Klagte  "  or  "  Com- 
plaint against  Frellnghuysen."  It  Is  signed  by  a  number  of  persons  from  the 
tereral  congregations  of  the  one  Church  of  the  entire  Rarltan  District;  but  It  was 
written  by  lawyer  Boel  of  New  York.  It  Is  very  partisan  In  Its  character,  and 
the  parties  complained  of,  Frellnghuysen,  Schnreman  and  Hendrlck  Fisher,  have 
always  been  held  In  the  highest  esteem,  both  In  Church  and  State.  The  ultimate 
moral  results  of  Frellnghuysen' s  course,  however  criticized  at  the  time,  have  been 
only  beneficial.  The  locality  where  he  officiated  has  been  known  ever  since  as 
**  The  Garden  of  the  Dutch  Church."  The  above  "  Statement  "  and  this  Preface 
were  written,  apparently,  several  months  after  the  Complaint,  and  perhaps  after 
Freeman's  Defence  had  been  published,  and  Is  an  effort  to  bolster  up  the  Com- 
plaint.] 
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To  all  Imiwrtlal  and  Trnth-loTinc  Peraons:  but  especially  To  the  Dutch  Beformed 
CongreffatioDs  in  the  two  ProTlnces  of  New  York  and  New  Jeisej. 

We,  the  onderalgned  —  the  anthoiised  Committee  of  the  joint  sabacilben,  la 
behalf  of  onraelTes  and  others,  together  with  the  professors  and  supporters  of 
the  pure  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  and  who  are 
connected  with  the  four  congregations  of  the  entire  Raritan  district.  In  the 
ProTince  of  New  Jersey,  in  North  America, —  feel  ourselves  compelled  to  request 
the  Christian  Reader,  before  he  peruses  this  volume,  to  give  this  Preface  his 
careful  consideration,  that  he  may  properly  understand  this  business: 

For  a  number  of  years  past,  certain  persons  have  been  coming  from  other 
Dutch  congregations  In  this  land,  to  take  up  their  home  in  this  Raritan  distzlet. 
In  reference  to  religious  privileges,  these  have  been  served  by  some  of  the  nelgh- 
boring  ministers.  But  when,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  our  numbers  multiplied,  we 
greatly  desired  to  have  a  minister  to  reside  among  us  —  one  who  should  come  fRMi 
Holland  —  and  be  settled  according  to  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  Order,  both 
Synodical  and  Classical.  To  this  end  we  wrote  to  Holland,  and  In  the  yeur  ITM^ 
Ber.  Theodore  James  (Jacobus)  Frellnghuysen  came  over  to  reside  among  us.  He 
was  accompanied  by  a  young  man  named  James  (Jacobus)  Schureman. 

We  welcomed  him  with  joy  and  love,  hoping  that  his  services  would  be  to  our 
edification.  But  alas!  to  our  sorrow,  we  soon  found,  and  that  in  an  ever  increas- 
ing degree,  that  the  results  were  otherwise.  There  were  severe  and  bitter  demai- 
elatlons  uttered  against  all  of  us  from  the  pulpit,  as  well  as  by  this  Schureman. 
This  was  done  everywhere  and  on  all  occasions;  and  were  to  the  effect  that  we 
were,  all  of  us,  unconverted;  and  we  were  discouraged  from  approaching  the 
Lord's  Table. 

Rev.  Mr.  Freeman  was  finally  spoken  to  on  the  subject,  and  he  Informed  the 
other  ministers  about  It.  They  attempted.  In  May,  1720,  more  than  once,  to  hATe 
a  conference  with  Rev.  Frellnghuysen,  but  he  avoided  them.  He  finally  went 
away,  but  left  Schureman  at  the  house  of  Rev.  (Gualtems)  Du  Bols.  At  that 
place,  on  Saturday,  May  21st,  Schureman  declared  that  the  preachers  In  New 
Yoi^  were  false  guides,  (verleyden);  and  when  he  was  contradicted  In  this,  he 
left  (uytliep)  the  house. 

On  Monday,  Mny  23,  he  went  to  Rev.  (Henrlcus)  Boel,  and  attacked  him  ali^o, 
as  he  had  Rev.  Du  Bols.  This  was  done  In  the  presence  of  Boers  brother,  who 
was  a  lawyer,  and  It  again  related  to  the  character  of  their  religious  services. 
He  maintained  what  he  had  said  at  the  house  of  Rev.  Du  Bote,  namely,  that  a 
minister  ought  to  be  able  to  see,  whether  or  not  a  man  had  been  born  again.  If 
he  could  not,  he  was  yet  an  unconverted  teacher  himself  —  (een  natuurlyke  Lee- 
raar.)  He  applied  his  remark  to  the  Rev.  Boel,  who  had  denied  that  a  minister 
could  thus  judge.  Schureman  then  also  declared,  that  in  behalf  of  Rev.  Freling- 
huysen,  he  would  warn  all  who  would  listen  to  him  against  Revs.  Du  Bols  and 
BoeL 

For  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  Church,  the  Consistory  now  resolved 
to  contradict  these  and  similar  errors  publicly  from  the  pulpit.  This  was  done. 
It  was  also  suggested  that  a  complaint,  in  writing,  should  be  sent  to  the  Con- 
sistory of  Raritan,  concerning  Schureman's  slanders  against  Revs.  Du  Bois  and 
Boel.  These  ministers,  however,  deemed  it  best  to  postpone  such  action,  because 
they  understood  that  the  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  against  Rev.  Frellnghuysen  was 
already  very  general,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  await  developments  of 
Frellnghuysen's  action.  In  reference  to  Schureman;  for  they  still  cherished  the 
hope  of  friendly  redress. 

During  the  summer  the  Rev.  Du  Bols  had  a  conference  with  Rev.  Frellnghuysen 

about   these   matters,    and   was   answered   that    Schureman   denied    them.    When 

Du  Bols  urged  in  reply  the  testimony  of  both  Domine  Boel  and  his  bi<t)ther,  and 

MMked  whether  Schureman  was  an  infallible  apostle,  B.ev.  FteWiig.bu'ja^Ti  re\»Ued« 
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**I  hftTe  neyer  found  Schareman  in  a  falsehood.*'  and  so  he  departed.  About 
Ssptember  he  was  again  approached  by  ReTS.  Du  Bols  and  Antonides,  with  lawyer 
Boal,  (BeT.  Boel  was  away  from  home  at  the  time),  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
BcteTCBan  to  his  senses.  But  Rev.  Frelinghuysen  Insisted  on  his  former  lan- 
gias*  aboot  Schnreman.  Revs.  Dn  Bois  and  Antonides  now  remarked  that  In 
ihmM,  be  mptnred  fraternal  relations.    Frelinghuysen  remained  silent,  and 


la  the  meantime  Frelinghuysen  himself,  but  especially  through  the  agency  of 
Mniemaa,  continued  his  strange  practices  among  us  (on  the  Rarltan.)  He 
ttfsralj  cendeinned  other  pastors  and  their  serrices,  and  thus  continued  to  excite 
nstlanBcn  In  the  church  of  New  York.  The  Consistory  partly  provided  against 
fUi^  hy  ezhortlnf  the  pastors  to  greater  watchfulness.  They  also  gave  ecclesl- 
adTlce  to  us  whenever  we  made  complaints.  For  the  Consistory  of  Rev. 
!n  was  simply  put  out  of  all  countenance  (overbluft)  by  him,  and 
of  hia  threats,  absented  themselves  from  the  Communion;  and  so  he  alone 
fkytd  the  master,  under  the  pretense  of  enlightenment  superior  to  theirs.  But 
tke  ceelcslastlcal  custom  is,  that  in  such  circumstances  there  should  be  consulta- 
tka  with  neighboring  ministers. 

iBd  Domine  Frelinghuysen,  with  the  help  of  Schureman,  continued  on  in  his 
iU  way.  We  now  learned  from  a  published  writing,  that  Rev.  Freeman  of  Long 
Uani,  and  Rev.  OuUllam  Bartholf  of  Hackensack,  had  had  a  conference  on  June 
U,  17SL  with  Revs.  Du  Bols  and  Boel,  and  the  latter's  brother,  in  the  presence 
■f  lleasrsL  John  Cruger  and  Oliver  Teller,  as  witnesses.  This  was  the  day  before 
fMlBghnysen  signed  his  (first  book  of)  sermons,  with  the  approval  of  these  two 
■liisters,  which  occurred  on  June  15,  1721.* 

lev.  Bartholf  acknowledged  that,  in  the  preceding  year,  he  had,  in  the  presence 
if  AntOBldes,  admonished  Frelinghuysen  to  refrain  from  his  strange  practices  in 
Us  ssrrlecs  at  Rarltan.    Subsequently,  we  were  also  Informed,  that  Bartholf  had 
kdaied  that  Frelinghuysen  ought  to  know,   that  the   Rarltan  Church  was  vory 
CKble  Ib  spiritual  knowledge;  and  that  there  was  danger,  by  his  harsh  treatment, 
If  firt^iP  them  into  Quakers,  or  thelsts,  or  suicides,  or  PharUees:  into  Quakers. 
Iteause  of  his  demanding  of  them  so  much  "  to  pray  from  the  spirit,"  and  of 
"qiedal  Illumination;**  or,  into  atheists,  because  of  bis  threats  of  hell  and  dam- 
as  If  there  were  no  heaven  (for  them),  and  also  no  God  (to  save  them);  or 
solddes,  because  before  regeneration,  he  demanded  **  Despair  ",  which  is  the 
fsth  to  snldde;  or  into  Pharisees,  because  he  demanded  that  they  should  declare 
whether  they  were  regenerated,  (or  not,)  thus  causing  men  to  depend  not  on  God, 
bat  on  their  own  Judgement  of  themselves. 

And  also  Rev.  Freeman  said,  among  other  things:  that  he  <1W1  not  know  what 
anyone  could  have  against  Rev.  Frelinghuysen;  that  some,  Indeed  had  complained 
«f  bis  harsh  dealings,  but  Frelinghuysen  had  nntiKflpd  him  (In  rpference  to  thcMC 
tbiBgB):  that  he  (Frelinghuysen)  had  continued  to  defend  (Schureman,  and  wished 
Ida  to  persevere  in  the  same  course  of  conduct  as  before:  but  Krv.  FreiMvin  had 
■oChlng  to  do  with  Schureman,  but  he  spoke  as  a  minister  on^lit  to  speak  In 
behalf  of  another  minister;  yet  he  suggested  that  Frelinghuysen  should  be  allowed 
again  to  preach  in  New  York:  for  when  he  had  done  this  a  few  times,  the  people 
would  soon  tire  of  him;  for  he  knew  what  the  preaching  was,  of  the  ministers 
i;  and  that,  In  comparison,  the  preaching  of  Frelinghuysen  would  be  only  like 
Ees  (pannekocken),  from  which  men  soon  turn  away  in  dingust.  This  remark. 
however,  was  left  out  of  the  publication  for  Freoraan*s  sake;  but  he  afterward 
declared  that  It  ahould  have  been  inserted. 

Before  the  arrival  of  Messrs.  Cruger  and  Teller.  Rev.  Bartholf  related,  that 
only  the  day  before,  he  had  rebuked  Rev.  Frelinghuysen,  because  he  sustained 
Schnreman  in  such  insults  concerning  the  religious  services  of  Revs.  Du  Bois  and 


•  This  book  cons)»tpd  of  only  three  sermons.     They  were  recommended  by  Ke'Vft. 
S^SI^lSSi.  ^^pages^^h.  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  "^^^^  translated  and  reprinted,  ISBft, 
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BoeU  and  had  thus  caused  a  rapture  of  frateraal  relations.  He  had  Also  sliowii 
that  he  was  in  agreement  with  Schureman  in  his  antagonism  to  tluMe 
Bat  Rev.  Frellnghnysen  maintained  that  he  did  no  wrong  in  so  doing.  This 
Ited  his  continued  inflexibility  (onyersetlylcheyd)  in  behalf  of  Schureman,  although 
the  ordinances  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  the  plighted  faith  of  all  upright 
ministers,  obliged  to  watchfulness  against  such  eylls. —  We  also  found  him  in  per- 
fect agreement  with  Schureman  In  our  congregations,  so  that  the  services  of  other 
teachers  were  despised. 

In  consequence  of  these  publicly  sustained  wrongs  and  slanders,  the  Conslatoiy 
of  New  York  on  August  17,  1721,  Informed  the  Great  Consistory  of  that  Chnrdi  of 
all  that  had  occurred  up  to  date,  with  their  precautions  against  the  same,  as  well 
as  of  the  conyersations  with  Revs.  Freeman  and  Bartholf.  This  Great  ConilstQfy 
consists  of  all  those  who  have  previously  been  Elders,  Deacons  or  Chnrch-MaatMi. 
They  approved  of  everything  that  had  been  done,  and  thanked  the  Ruling  Con- 
slstory,  and  especially  the  ministers,  for  their  seal.  They  also  exhorted  them  to 
Increased  watchfulness,  and  to  help  the  anxious  ones  (bekommerden)  at  Rarltan. 
They  also  promised  to  defend  their  ministers  publicly. 

When  all  this  came  to  our  ears  as  a  public  affair,  we  felt  strengthened  in  the 
hope  of  having  their  much  needed  help  in  our  good  cause,  as  well  as  the  general 
benefit  which  would  accrae  to  God's  Church.  But  In  the  meantime,  to  our  great 
sorrow,  we  saw  in  print,  the  approval  of  Rev.  Frellnghuysen's  sermons,  notwith- 
standing his  persistency  with  Schureman,  in  their  former  course,  and  in  their 
constant  association  together  with  the  use  of  the  same  phraseology,  and  their  living 
together  in  the  same  house. 

Several  times  we  invited  Frelinghuysen  and  members  of  his  Consistory  to  con- 
fer with  us,  about  our  dlfTerences,  In  the  presence  of  neighboring  ministers;  and 
although  we  were  in  the  right,  this  was  scofllngly  refused.  Having  discovered, 
therefore,  that  notwithstanding  all  our  patience,  no  relief  nor  assistance  could  be 
obtained  from  the  Consistory,  but  that  matters  only  became  continually  worse, 
we  learned  that,  according  to  the  Rules  of  the  Church,  our  only  help  was  with  the 
neighboring  pastors.  Therefore,  about  the  year  1728,  we  took  our  complaints  to 
New  York,  and  asked  for  help  from  Revs.  Du  Bols  and  Boel,  according  to  the 
Rules  of  the  Church.  They,  together  with  Antonldes,  promised,  in  all  good  faith, 
to  help  us;  but  In  reference  to  Rev.  Freeman,  although  he  had  been  our  corre- 
spondent In  the  Call,  (Beroep-Brlef)*  matters  took  the  shape  which  the  sequel 
will  show.  For  after  consultation  with  him,  he  placed  in  the  hands  of  Fveling- 
huysen  a  written  statement  against  us.  Frelinghuysen  voluntarily  gave  us  a  copy 
of  this  document.  A  careful  perusal  of  this  statement,  and  of  our  remarks  upon 
the  same,  will  disclose  the  fact  that  Freeman  sustained  Frelinghuysen,  and  was 
against  us  and  our  correspondence.    It  Is  as  follows: 

(Rev.  Freeman's  account  of  a  visit  of  some  of  the  members  of  Frelinghuysen's 
Churcti,  to  him,  making  charges  against  their  Pastor;  on  March  12,  1728.) 

Copy  of  Rev.  Freeman's  writing  against  us. 

1.  On  the  12th  of  March,  1723,  at  Mldwout,  (Flatbush.)  Messrs.  Pleter  Dumon, 
Simon  Wyckofl!  and  Hendrlck  Vroom,  residents  of  Rarltan  and  belonging  to  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Congregation  there,  came  to  my  house  and  told  me  that  their 
object  was  to  lay  against  their  pastor.  Rev.  Frelinghuysen,  the  charge  that  he  did 
not  teach  correct  doctrine.  I  said  to  them,  Brethren,  be  careful  that  you  do  not 
unjustly  accuse  your  pastor,  for  he  is  abundantly  certified  by  the  Synod  of  Emder- 
land,  as  also  by  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  which  declared  him  to  be  orthodox, 
and  sent  him  to  you. 

2.  Dumon  replied  to  thiS'  that  he  had  taught  at  Rarltan  that  there  was  no  one 
in  the  congregation  that  had  exhibited  true  sorrow  for  sin;  at  another  time  that 
thej  had  eaten  judgement  to  themselves  at  the  Lord's  table;  and  at  another  again, 

that  tbey  were  »tll\  unrenewed.    Also  that  be  bad  retnsed  to  \>a'^Wi«  a.  Oq\\^. 
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S.  I  aasw^rcd.  That  is  not  heresy,  nor  soal-destroyins  doctrine.  Yoo  sepante 
Mi  vttennces  from  their  foondatlons,  the  text  from  the  context.  If  you  come 
Msed  to  accuse  him  of  errors  in  the  fundamentals  of  the  faith,  yon  are  nnder 
SbBfatlan  to  furnish  the  proof. 

4.  Bbioii  Wyckoff  asked,  Wliat  are  the  fundamentals  of  the  faith.  To  this  I 
vtpKcd,  Do  you  not  know?    How  then  can  you  so  boldly  accuse  your  pastor? 

8.  The  principal  doctrines  of  the  faith  are:  There  is  one  Gk>d,  Father,  Son  and 
Boiy  Spirit,  one  diyine  being  in  three  persons;  who  made  the  world  out  of  nothing 
aad  sapportk  it.  He  created  man.  Man  has  sinned.  Through  grace,  Qod  deliyers 
ma,  by  his  Son.  The  Son  of  Ood  is  both  divine  and  human.  His  offices,  Ids 
nfertegs,  his  resurrection,  his  glorilicatioo,  (are  fundamentals.)  He  will  come 
igtia  for  Judgement  Qod  lias  his  church  on  earth.  There  are  two  sacraments, 
lit  remission  of  sins  is  proclaimed  in  the  church.  The  dead  shall  rise.  There  is 
u  eternal  Ufe.    These  are  fundamentals  of  the  faith. 

C  Weil,  said  Peter  Dumon,  although  we  could  not  prove  anything  against  him 
In  reference  to  these  points,  yet  we  could  show  him  to  be  untrue;  and  such  a  man 
li  a  teacher  of  false  doctrine. 

I  replied,  Mr.  Damon,  now  do  I  perceive  that  you  are  all  affected  by  the  spirit 
If  hatred  and  revenge.  Because  he  sharply  exposes  sin,  you  try  to  help  the  devil, 
tad  to  cause  the  devil  to  trample  upon  the  Church  of  Christ.  Even  your  infer- 
tace  la  not  correct.  David  said  in  his  liaste.  All  men  are  liars.  Did  the  prophet 
Ismnel  or  others,  who  liad  their  imperfections,  teach  false  doctrine?  Hendrick 
Vroom  related,  that  Rev.  Frillnghuysen  liad  performed  pastoral  visitationa,  but 
be  not  being  at  home,  the  minister  had  not  asked  for  his  wife,  who  is  a  member, 
tad  so  on.  I  answered.  These  are  circumstances  of  the  kind  of  which  you  adduce 
onay.  I  also  said.  These  are  faults,  but  not  false  doctrines.  I  remarked:  Simon 
Wy^off,  If  any  one  in  your  house,  should  strike  your  son  on  the  head,  or  rebuke 
Mb  for  some  misconduct,  he  should  receive  this  in  love,  and  Interpret  It  In  the 
best  Bsanner.  Even  so  should  you  love  your  spiritual  father,  who  earnestly 
rtproveo  yon,  and  accepting  it  In  love,  apply  it  to  your  Improvement. 

7.  Bnt  Simon  Wyckoff  said,  Domine  Freeman,  we  desire  you  to  advise  us  what 
is  proper  for  us  to  do  In  this  affair.  I  replied,  I  can  advise  you  If  you  are  disposed 
for  peace.  Simon  Wyckoff  and  Hendrick  Vroom  said.  Yes,  we  are  for  peace;  but 
Dmnon  answered.  There  Is  no  peace  In  his  teaching  false  doctrine.  I  replied,  if 
yoa  can  prove  that  he  teaches  soul-destroying  errors,  there  certainly  Is  no  peace 
la  that,  and  I  will  join  you  in  opposing  him.  We  (will)  have  it  in  writing  and 
signed.  I  said,  all  that  you  have  brought  forward  so  far  are  only  circumstances. 
Hear  what  the  advice  is  that  I  give  you.  Draw  up  In  writing  a  list  of  your 
grievances;  subscribe  it  with  your  own  hand,  and  give  It  to  your  Consistory. 
They,  and  they  only,  are  obliged,  according  to  their  office,  to  give  heed  to  the 
doctrine  of  their  pastor,  and  also  to  the  doctrine  and  conduct  of  the  congregation. 
If  yon  should  do  differently,  and  come  to  New  York,  or  to  this  place,  you  and  all 
who  join  with  you,  will  be  regarded  by  all  honest  people,  as  creators  of  schism 
la  yoor  church  at  Raritan.  They  replied.  But  the  elders  will  not  listen  to  us.  I 
said  to  them.  They  must  listen  to  your  complaint  in  accordance  with  their  office. 
Suppose  there  were  members  here.  In  our  congregation,  who  had  a  grievance 
against  their  pastor,  would  they  go  to  New  York  or  to  Raritan,  to  offer  their  com- 
plaints? No;  every  church  has  its  own  Consistory.  Wyckoff  replied.  Every  min- 
ister gives  his  own  kind  of  advice. 

&  Simon  Wyckoff  asked,  Would  you  convoke  all  the  ministers,  and  summon 
Rot.  Freiinghuysen  and  Us?  I  replied,  I  will  think  of  it.  Why?  they  asked.  I 
anawered.  Because  Rev.  Freiinghuysen  would  not  come,  but  you  must  appear 
before  his  Consistory,  and  there  dispose  of  the  affair.  Simon  Wyckoff  said,  Well, 
if  Rev.  Freiinghuysen  should  not  come,  you  can  easily  pass  judgement  upon  oar 
grtcraACca.  I  ssld,  not  It  be  bma  bMd  no  bearing;  tor  this  would  be  tgaluiit  tYL% 
Ord^r  of  the  Cbarcb;  for  tbe  Rev,   Frellngbuygen   was   certainly   extmiue^i  iJi<l 
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qualified  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  the  membera  of  which  are  hia  proper 
judges.  Therefore  I  will  hare  nothing  to  do  with  yoo  except  for  the  eatabllahmoBt 
of  peace;  and  that  yon  follow  the  adyice,  to  appear  with  yonr  complaints  betan 
your  Consistory;  and  that  you  receiye  a  written  answer,  by  which  it  ahall  be 
shown  whether  your  pastor  teaches  true  or  false  doctrine. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  requested  me  to  glye  him  a  written  account  of  the  statemevta 
made  by  the  aboye  mentioned  members,  in  reference  to  his  office.  I  certify,  as 
appears  from  my  signature,  that  the  aboye  occurred. 

Slgnod.  B.  Freeman. 

Date  as  aboye. 

Done  at  Mldwout. 

Our  Remarks  on  this  Writing  of  Freeman,  concerning  our  Conyersation. 

In  the  first  place,  Peter  Dumont,  Simon  Wyckoff  and  Hendrlck  Yroom,  deny 
that  Peter  Dumont  was  the  first  to  reply  to  Freeman,  as  Freeman  arers  la  Us 
Statement;  for  Simon  Wyckoff  and  Hendrlck  Vroom  had  long  been  in  conyerss- 
tion  with  Rev.  Freeman  l>efore  Dumont  spoke  a  single  word,  as  the  sequel  will 
show. 

They  ayer  that  as  soon  as  Wyckoff  begun  his  complaints  against  Rey.  FiellBig>* 
hnysen,  to  Rey.  Freeman,  that  the  latter  said,  **  I  always  thought  that  It  wenM 
end  In  this  way.  Had  Frelinghuysen  neyer  brought  that  ass,  (esel),  BchureiBUi* 
with  him,  matters  would  neyer  baye  come  to  this,  neither  would  there  bare  besB 
any  trouble  nor  quarreling." 

The  conyersation  with  Rey.  Freeman  began  thus:  Wyckoff  asked  Freeman  for 
adyice  in  the  matter  between  them  and  Rey.  Frelinghuysen.  Freeman  answered  — 
About  what  matter?  Wyckoff  replied:  that  Frelinghuysen  had  gone  astray  from 
the  true  Reformed  Doctrine.  Thereupon  Freeman  replied,  that  we  should  state 
some  of  the  points.  Wyckoff  replied,  that  Frelinghuysen  had  said  in  his  preadi- 
Ing,  that  of  six  or  seyen  members,  who  had  come  to  the  Table  of  the  Lord,  there 
were  some  who  had  eaten  judgement  to  themselyes,  and  had  drunk  to  their  dam- 
nation. (And  be  asked)  Now  could  a  minister  know  this?  Freeman  answered. 
No!  Wyckoff  also  said  that  he  had  not  made  a  wise  choice  of  a  Consistory;  that 
grleyous  charges  had  been  made  against  Hendrlck  Fisher;  but  Rey.  Frelinghuysen, 
ueyertheless,  would  install  him  in  the  office.  It  was  asked.  Whether  he  had  a 
right  to  do  this?  Rey.  Freeman  answered:  If  there  were  lawful  objections 
against  him,  he  could  not  serye  in  the  Consistory.  Wyckoff  replied:  That  It 
had  been  made  clear  to  him,  that  he  could  not  serye;  but  Frelinghuysen  said  that 
he  could  serye.  Wyckoff  also  added,  that  he  had  forbidden  certain  members  to 
come  to  the  Table  of  the  Lord,  without  cause.  (It  was  asked)  Whether  he  had 
a  right  to  do  so?  Freeman  answered:  Not  without  sufficient  reasons. —  Freeman 
then  said,  in  opposition  to  Wyckoff,  that  these  were  mere  incidents,  and  haye 
nothing  to  do  with  the  fundamentals  of  our  doctrine.  Thereupon,  Vroom  apoke 
out:  (and  not  Wyckoff,  as  Freeman  writes:  even  as  also  It  was  wrong,  that  this 
question  should  haye  been  attributed  to  ignorance  as  the  following  will  show; 
and  therefore  Freeman  could  not  haye  said  to  them.  How  could  you  so  boldly 
accuse  your  minister?)  —  Thereupon  Vroom  spoke  out :  Domlne,  tell  us  what  the 
Fundamentals  of  our  Doctrine  are.  (This  differs  yery  much  from  that  which 
Freeman  wrote,  as  if  the  question  had  been  asked  from  Ignorance).  Freeman  then 
mentioned  aome  points  of  doctrine,  and  said  that  they  were  the  fundamentals. 
Then  said  Vroom:  **  I  heard  Frelinghuysen  say  from  the  pulpit  —  "  Only  a  few 
haye  come  to  the  Lord's  Table.  I  wish  that  all  had  been  there.  Tet  I  haye  no 
reason  to  think  otherwise  than  that  ignorant  people  were  there.  What  think  you, 
O  hearers,  as  to  those  who  haye  been  there?  (and  do  not  come  again?)  Is  tills 
right?  I  say  it  is  not.  But  I  do  say,  that  they  who  haye  formerly  come  to  the 
Table  of  the  Lord,  and  do  not  now  dare  to  appear,  that  they  did  then  eat  and 
drink  to  their  own  condemnation.'*  Now  I  think,  said  Vroom,  that  he  could  not 
be  sure  of  this.    He  certainly  could  not,  answered  Freeman. 

After  Wjckoff  had  related  to  Rey.  Freeman,  seyeral  such  instances  of  ill  treat- 
laent  (mlsbaodelen)  In   connection   with  the   Supper,    and.  a\w>   ol  Vm^vt^^tV^Vvi 
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(OBffefTBitbejd)  at  the  eleetton  (of  ofBceni),  which  had  oocarred;  ai  well  as  the 
dighl  «laorder)  In  a  eaae  of  pastoral  rlsltatioii:  Rer.  Freeman  replied:  But 
thm  m  mot  Fvadamentala  of  Doctrine,  but  only  incidents.  Then  Vroom  asked 
Ifff.  rnwiiisH  hla  opinion  in  regard  to  that  which  Frelinghnysen  had  uttered  from 
the  psipltt  which  has  already  been  mentioned,  and  gave  seTcral  other  examples 
•C  FwMi^nyaen's  practices.  To  this,  Freeman  answered,  that  all  these  were 
tortdcots^  and  did  not  appertain  to  the  Fundamentals  of  oar  Faith. 
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I  — and  not  at  the  beginning  as  Freeman  writes,  bat  after  all  the  abore 
hsd  taken  place  —  Dnmont  asked  Bey.  Freeman  If  he  would  be  willing  to  answer 
Un  sae  qacatlon.  To  which  Freeman  responded  Yes.  Dumont  then  asked.  When 
Cfee  visible  ajmhola  of  the  Reformed  Doctrine  were  profaned,  whether  such  a  dr- 
fiMtsiifi'  pertained  to  the  Fundamentals  of  our  Doctrine?  To  this  Freeman 
isnrcied.  Tea  —  according  to  the  best  of  their  recollection.  Dumont  then  said  — 
Bit  this  eoBcems  the  Supper,  of  which  Wyckoff  has  already  told  you;  how  that 
Fkflaghajaen,  after  he  had  administered  the  Supper,  spoke  from  the  pulpit,  as 
babere  narrated. 

lad  furthermore.  In  regard  to  the  third  matter,  (Kenteeken):  I  will  inform 
!«•  Slid  Dumont,  how  the  acts  of  Church  Discipline  are  managed.  One  Cornelius 
Berg  was  publicly  cited  to  appear  before  two  different  Consistories  of  two 
itlona  of  the  Rarltan  District,  in  order  personally  to  answer;  and  this 
vfthsat  any  prlyate  admonition  before  two  or  three  witnesses,  (as  Is  required,) 
kteiMe  he  had  made  hay  on  the  Lord's  day,  when  there  was  an  appearance  of 
nil.  FOr  this  he  was  suspended  from  the  Supper,  and  as  much  as  placed  under 
tie  oeommunlcatlon. 

Bat  on  the  other  hand,  Schureman,  who  was  denoanced  before  the  Consistory 
If  neBaghnysen,  because  he,  when  at  his  best  (op  syn  best  —  at  the  height  of 
popakrity?)  had  practised  immorality,  (as  was  charged),  and  the  matter  was  told 
btCM«  Frelinghuysen,  he  only  said.  Friends,  wliat  shall  we  do?  we  must  pray 
for  him;  and  he  eren  gaye  him  of  the  Supper.  Tou  can  therefore  jndge,  Mr. 
rrrsimsn.  of  the  manner  in  which  Rey.  Frelinghuysen  administered  Church  Dis- 
dplne.  It  seems  as  if  the  keys  of  the  Church  had  been  lying  for  a  century  in 
tlie  middle  of  the  ocean,  and  had  become  so  rusty,  that  they  could  no  longer  be 
Ittsd  iB  the  lock.  To  all  this,  Rey.  Freeman  answered  —  These  are  yet  only 
laddenti;  and  not  Fundamentals  of  our  Faith.  He  also  added.  What  will  you 
da  with  Frelinghuysen?    You  cannot  depose  him,  nor  even  suspend  him. 

(Frccnian  continued:)  There  was  once  a  certain  man  in  Holland,  by  the  name 
of  Bekker,  who  preached  —  There  is  no  devil!  This  made  a  great  uproar  in  the 
Charcb.  Thereupon  a  Church-Council  (Kerken-Raad)  was  called,  composed  at  the 
taut  at  sixty  ministers,  which  was  called  a  Classls.  Yet  these  could  And  no  means 
9i  dcpoelDg  him  on  that  account;  but  they  placed  him  under  censure,  and  forbad 
Urn  to  preach  for  six  weeks.  But  when  this  time  had  passed,  he  again  ascended 
the  pulpit,  and  still  preached  —  There  is  no  devil!  Then  a  great  portion  of  his 
congregation  rose  up,  and  made  complaint  against  him.  The  Classls  was  again 
esnTcned,  and  he  was  now  forbidden  to  preach  at  all.  But  then  he  put  it  In 
print  —  There  la  no  devil!  and  It  was  printed  In  Dutch.  But  had  he  published  It 
la  Latin,  then  they  would  not  have  turned  him  out  of  his  place;  but  because  it 
WSB  printed  in  Dutch,  the  matter  could  not  be  hushed  up. 

is  that  ao,  said  Dumont?  then  is  the  condition  of  our  Church  sad  Indeed!  For, 
OS  I  understand  you  to  say,  had  that  publication  been  in  the  Latin  language,  the 
Bdnl8teff%  who  ought  to  keep  evil  out  of  the  Church,  would  have  remained  silent 
on  the  subject.  The  condition  of  our  Reformed  Church  Is  sad  indeed,  when  the 
strylce  of  religion  has  become  a  matter  of  trade. 


r.  Freeman  further  said  that  there  were  some  who  asserted  that  Rev.  Fre- 
ttnghaysen  taught  false  doctrine.    Thereupon  Dumont  replied,  that  he  had  heard 
Uoi  tell  a  He  from  the  poJplt    Therefore  be  waa  the  man  who  said  It.    For,  con- 
DoBtoDt,   wbmt  tB  a  lie,   that  la  talae  (doctrine^)    For   I  have  heard  YiVm 
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Inquire  from  the  pulpit,  whether  there  was  one  out  of  them  all  who  had  eyer  tmlj 
repented  of  his  slna.  And  he  repeated  It  —  I  ask  you  again,  whether  there  Is  one 
of  70a,  out  of  all»  who  has  ever  truly  repented  of  hU  alna.  And  I  must  aiiBww  — 
Ko,  said  Frellnghuysen. 

Thus  again  It  appears  that  Freeman's  statement  Is  Incorrect  concerning  DnmoDt; 
and  that  he  concealed  the  fact  that  Dumont  had  proved  that  FrellnghuTsen  lui4 
spoken  a  lie  from  the  pulpit,  and  had  quoted  Dumont's  words  only  in  iMiTt. 
Neither  did  Rev.  Freeman  ask  anything  like  that,  which  he  writes,  he  said  to 
them  —  Do  you  want  to  help  the  devil?  nor  did  he  mention  the  prophet  Samuel 
at  all.  On  the  contrary,  Freeman  did  not  address  a  single  harsh  word  to  them, 
but  treated  them  with  all  friendliness  and  civility.  However,  more  than  once  b* 
said  to  them  —  Be  careful  what  you  do.  Be  sure  your  testimony.  In  that  whldi 
yon  charge  against  Rev.  Frellnghuysen.  If  he  Is  In  the  wrong,  I  myself  will 
attack  him  with  both  hands.    But  you  must  operate  through  his  Consistory. 

Wyckoff  then  repeated  the  question  which  he  had  asked  In  the  beginning  — 
what  they  had  better  do  In  this  business.  Freeman  answered,  I  can  help  yon  If 
you  are  for  peace.  Wyckoff  and  Vroom  answered.  We  are  for  peace;  but  Dumont 
said.  There  Is  no  peace  In  this  business.  For  either  you  (Freeman)  teach  false 
doctrine,  or  else  Frellnghuysen  does.  For  Aart  Aartsen  had  told  him  only  last 
Monday,  that  he  had  heard  Jan  Woertman's  son  say  to  his  father,  that  he  bad 
brought  him  up  In  false  doctrine;  for  he  had  made  his  confession  before  FreemsB; 
and  he  (Freeman)  had  caused  him  to  eat  and  drink  judgement  to  himself.  Ttt 
such  men  Frellnghuysen  keeps  for  his  pupils.  Therefore,  either  yon  —  Freemaa, 
teach  fAlse  doctrine,  or  otherwise  Frellnghuysen  does. 

When  Rev.  Freeman  said,  that  we  must  exhibit  In  writing,  the  soul-destroying 
doctrine  of  Frellnghuysen;  Wyckoff  answered  —  We  have  It  In  writing,  and  signed, 
and  I  have  the  document  In  my  pocket.  But  Rev.  Freeman  did  not  even  request 
to  see  It.  In  his  account  (of  the  Interview)  he  also  makes  a  misstep,  as  he  con- 
tinues: "  I  said,  all  that  you  have  brought  forward  so  far,  are  only  Incidents:" 
for  these  words  are  not  logical  sequence  of  what  precedes.  Vroom  now  added* 
Why  do  you  direct  us  to  the  Consistory  (of  Rarltan)?  for  they  only  play  with  ns, 
etc.  See  this  more  fully  pp.  105,  loio,  142.  What  follows  In  Rev.  Freeman's 
paper,  up  to  the  reference  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  occurred  as  stated. 

This,  as  above  presented,  according  to  our  best  recollection,  is  what  occurred 
at  our  Interview  with  Rev.  Freeman  at  his  house  at  Flatbush;  and  not  that  which 
he  (Freeman)  represented,  and  which  he  wrote  to  Rev.  Frellnghuysen. 

Now  we  present  this  matter  to  the  Judgement  of  all  truth  loving  people,  (and 
ask  them)  whether  In  tills  Statement  of  Rev.  Freeman,  It  does  not  plainly  sliine 
forth  — 

1.  How  he  (Freeman)  In  1728,  (March  12)  acknowledges  Rev.  Frellnghuysen  as 
orthodox  (In  paragraphs  1,  2);  and  says  (In  paragraph  <S)  that  he  (Frellnghuysen) 
sharply  reproves  sin,  and  calls  him  our  spiritual  father,  etc.,  when  he  (Freeman) 
had  already  been  informed  of  his  many  errors;  and  had  actually.  In  the  latter  part 
of  1722,  condemned  Schureman,  and  with  him,  necessarily  also,  Frellnghuysen,  (See 
pages  of  Complaint  85,  88);  while  on  the  contrary,  all  our  complaints  are  declared 
to  be  false,  or  mere  Incidents.  He  also  accuses  us  (paragraph  6)  of  being  affected 
with  a  spirit  of  hatred  and  revenge,  and  of  seeking  to  help  the  devil  and  trample 
on  the  Church  of  Christ. 

2.  That  his  advice  —  first,  that  we  should  take  our  grievances  to  the  Consistory 
of  Rev.  Frellnghuysen;  and  secondly,  that  we  must  receive  from  them  a  written 
answer.  In  which  It  would  appear  whether  he  teaches  true  or  fAlse  opinions  —  was 
wrong.  For  It  was  already  well-known  to  him,  that  the  said  Consistories  were  our 
decided  opponents;  and  because  their  letters  of  citation  (to  us)  sufficiently  show 
what  kind  of  answer  we  would  have  received  to  our  complaints. 

8.  That  he  stigmatises  us,  and  all  who  aid  ns  In  our  efforts  against  the  unortbo- 
doxy  of  Rev.  Frellnghuysen  (paragraph  7)  as  schismatics;  saying  that  all  honorable 
persons  would  regard  us  as  such;  and  this,  because  we  apply  not  to  our  opponents^ 
but  to  orthodox  gentlemen  and  sustalners  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 
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4.  Tliat  he  blDself  (Freemtn)  contradicted  his  own  remark,  (paragraph  7), 
"But  I  win  also  oppoM  him,**  (in  paragraph  8).  For  he  therein  said,  that  he 
wmM  hare  nothing  to  do  with  ns,  onleae  we  were  for  peace,  or  made  application 
to  oar  opponents.  Was  this  opposing  Frellnghnysen,  when  his  own  nnorthodoxj 
was  on  trial?  Did  not  Mr.  Domont  witness  against  him,  with  sufficient  force, 
he  said  that  either  Freeman  or  Freilnghoysen  was  a  false  teacher,  because 
I's  son,  (see  pages  28,  81-84  of  printed  Complaint),  who  Is  a  pupil  of 
had  accused  Freeman  of  having  caused  him  to  eat  and  drink  judge- 
Mit  to  himself? 

la  reference  to  Bey.  Freeman's  account  concerning  Bekker,  mentioned  in  our 
BtBBik%  a  statement  should  bo  made  to  this  effect;  that  Bot.  Freeman,  in  speak- 
lif  sT  this  matter  as  he  did,  did  not  remember  that  it  is  certified  in  **  The  Synodl- 
cd  snd  Classical  Notes  and  Resolutions  '*  published  in  Holland,  that  Rey.  Bekker 
tMtllti  that  bo  does  acknowledge  the  existence  of  a  deyil;  and  nothing  is  said 
of  his  writing  in  Dutch  or  Latin.  But  on  this  subject,  which  is  foreign  to  our 
pnrpoee,  we  refrain  from  saying  anything  more. 


Bat  now  for  a  few  more  remarks:  Subsequently  to  that  statement  of  Ber. 
f>itman,  dated  March  12,  1723,  the  First  Citation  was  served  on- us,  (pages  1-4  of 
PfelBted  Complaint),  dated  March  18,  1728,  coming  from  Bey.  Frelinghuysen's 
»€slled  Consistory.  This  agreed  in  all  respects  with  Freeman's  statement,  and 
was  also  mentioned  to  us.  Thereupon  we  returned  a  short  written 
r»  (PM^  6),  signed  by  many  of  us,  which  was  given  to  them  April  18.  A 
MeoBd  and  third  Citation  to  ns  followed  (pages  6-12),  In  the  month  of  May,  with 
a  espy  of  Rev.   Freeman's  Statement,   and  the   so-called  unanimous  conclusion. 

Therefore,  for  the  general  maintenance  of  our  cause,  and  In  the  name  of  all, 
eir  assembly  authorised  us  four,  namely,  Peter  Dumont,  Simon  Wyckoff,  Hendrlck 
▼loom  and  Daniel  Sebrlng,  to  correspond  with  Revs.  Du  Bois,  Antonldes,  Boel, 
aad  others,  who  might  be  pleased  to  help  us,  according  to  the  Rules  of  the 
Choreh.  And  all  this  is  undertaken  in  behalf  of  the  pure  Doctrine  and  Discipline 
of  the  tme  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  as  established  by  the  Synod  of  Dort,  and 
iceordlag  to  Dutch  Church  Ordinances.  It  was  also  unanimously  resolved,  that 
•0  far  as  the  (^ters  personally  were  concerned,  no  further  answers  should  be 
rttomed  to  them. 

Wo  took  this  action  also  because  of  their  remarkably  erroneous  course  in  those 
Letters  of  Citation.  In  these  they  endeavored  to  show  that  we,  although  standing 
for  the  tme  Church,  did  not  belong  to  them.  Also  because  the  Citers  themselves, 
■ader  the  signature  of  Rev.  Frelinghuysen,  declared  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amster- 
dam to  bo  their  competent  judge,  against  us,  the  defendants;  and  having,  there- 
fore, acknowledged  themselves  as  our  opponents,  they  cannot  lawfully  be  our 
competent  judges.  We,  therefore,  ought  not  to  appear  before  them,  our  acknowl- 
edged adveraarietf. 

For  these  reasons  we  resolved  to  defend  ourselves  publicly  in  print,  and  choose 
oar  own  time  to  do  this.  And  surely,  in  doing  this,  we  ought  not  to  be  limited 
hf  those  who  dte  us  to  appear  before  them,  being  our  opponents.  And  we  have 
taken  this  course  that  the  world  might  see  how  they  have  gone  to  work  against  us. 

We  hare  aUio  done  this,  that  we  might  deposit  our  Complaint  (Klagte)  especially 
la  yonr  bosom,  O  ye  Reformed  Dutch  congregations  of  these  two  Provinces,  who 
ai«  oar  nearest  sisters  In  the  Lord;  and  that  you  might  gain  a  true  insight  Into 
oar  afTalrs,  which  we  know  you  have  earnestly  desired  for  a  long  time;  and  also 
that  yon  might  understand  that  we,  united  with  you  In  the  same  faith,  and  con- 
tcndlag  tor  it,  are  thus  harshly  judged  by  these  letters  of  citation;  and  that  our 
eaose  Is  eoaslly  your  cause;  and  that  we  long  for  association  with  you  in  your 
ayliltial  welfhre.  Also  that  yon  might  perceive  that  these  Citers  of  us,  whatever 
thclff  pretences,  are  really  outside  of,  yea,  even  agahist  the  Reformed  Church. 
aio  followers  of  John  Labadle  and  James  (Jacobus)  Koelman,  and  neither 
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yoQ  nor  we,  belong  to  tbem.  Neither  to  as  nor  to  rou,  nor  to  jonr  minister^  Is 
that  appropriate,  which  follows  from  the  dealings  of  these  Citers  and  tlieir  ad^ 
herents.  Against  them  we  righteously  contend  in  behalf  of  pore  Doctrine  and 
Discipline,  and  for  that  which  is  right  in  beiialf  of  rest  and  peace  for  Church  aad 
State. 

We  have  great  confidence  that  your  love  for  the  Church  will  lead  yon  to  taki 
pity  on  us,  on  account  of  the  treatment  we  have  receiyed.  **  If  one  mmahtr 
suffers,  all  the  members  suffer  with  It,"  as  says  the  Apostle  in  1  Cor.  12  :  38,  with 
reference  to  the  diyisions  In  the  Church  at  Corinth.  You  will  sympatlilie  with  ■■ 
in  our  eftorta  to  secure  the  right,  by  all  lawful  means. 


In  the  year  1T21,  Rev.  Frelinghuysen  with  the  approbation  of  Revs.  Bartliolf 
Freeman,  issued  a  challenge  (page  79  of  this  printed  book.)  Of  this  he  and  his 
adlierents  boast,  in  liis  Second  Citation  (page  8»  No.  8,)  aa  if  no  one  dared  ts 
appear  against  him  and  confront  him.  Of  the  propriety  of  this,  every  on*  may 
judge  by  this  answer,  which  we  have  caused  to  be  prepared  in  our  namaiw  It 
also  lias  the  approval  of  Revs.  Du  Bols  and  Boel,  Rev.  Peter  Vas  of  Bsopna  and 
Rev.  Peter  Van  Driessen  of  Albany.  Rev.  Thomas  Brouwer,  of  Schenectady  did 
not  viait  New  York  during  all  this  time,  nor  did  we  have  the  opportunity  to  comfar 
with  him.  Rev.  Cornelius  Van  Santwood,  of  Staten  Island,  has  not  expressed 
liimself  as  being  favorable  to  our  good  cause. 

In  our  defence,  we  follow.  In  the  main,  the  order  of  the  Letters  of  Cttation. 
Tills  we  do,  in  accordance  with  the  Word  of  Ood,  and  ecclesiastical  and  dvll 
ordinances,  and  for  other  good  reasons.  We  have  included  several  documenta, 
which  at  the  time  and  since,  have  come  to  our  hands,  which  serve  to  explain 
and  confirm  our  cause,  and  we  prove  from  the  writings  of  the  Citers  themselves 
the  good  grounds  of  our  complaints  against  them. 

We  and  those  who  are  united  with  us,  have  calmly  and  deliberately  signed  thasa 
complaints,  maintaining  and  showing  thereby  that  we  are  actuated,  not  by  par- 
tisanship, but  by  love  of  truth.    All  of  this  the  reader  may  discover  in  our  reply. 

And,  that  we  were  forced  to  include  Rev.  Freeman,  as  a  correspondent  of  Rev. 
Frelinghuysen  and  his  adherents,  among  the  opponents  of  ourselves  and  our  cor- 
respondents, all  lovers  of  truth  may  Judge  from  the  following: 

In  the  first  place,  because  Rev.  Freeman,  by  his  approval,  publicly  and  In  print, 
of  Rev.  Frelinghuysen's  sermons  In  the  year  1721,  proclaimed  himself  against  ns^ 
by  writing  such  things  for  Frelinghuysen.  Hence  he  could  not  but  produce  upon 
the  simple-minded  an  unfavorable  Impression  In  respect  to  all  who  differed  from 
him  in  opinion;  yet  at  the  same  time  this  Is  a  witness  against  Frelinghuysen. 
This  is  remarkable,  and  will  be  shown  further  on  —  pages  (in  printed  Complaint) 
«4,  71.  72,  77-80. 

Secondly:  The  Citers  also  delivered  to  us  a  copy  of  the  previously  mentioned 
important  Statement  (Oroot  Schrift)  of  Rev.  Freeman,  (page  8,)  with  ita  many 
grievances  against  us.  With  this  statement,  the  Citations  agree  so  well  tliat  they 
seem  to  have  been  compiled  therefrom.  This  fact  also  required  that  our  reply 
should  be  made  equally  against  Freeman;  and  especially  so,  because  Freeman's 
statement  describes  everything  concerning  Frelinghuysen,  as  being  only  fauita, 
incidents,  and  not  false  doctrine.  Their  true  character  must  therefore  be  shown 
to  the  world  for  our  vindication.  Since  Freeman  wrote.  Indeed,  that  If  Freling- 
huysen taught  soul-destroying  errors,  he  would  join  in  opposition  to  him.  It  Is 
necessary  tliat  we  should  give  to  Rev.  Freeman  proper  Inducements  thereto,  by  a 
correct  view  of  this  whole  business. 

Thirdly:  Rev.  Freeman,  notwithstanding  the  said  troubles,  persisted  la  his 
correspondence  with  Frelinghuysen.  To  such  an  extent  was  this  carried,  tliat  the 
Citers,  in  their  first  Citation  to  us  and  our  Company,  under  the  form  of  a  regular 
ecclesiastical  Act  made  distinct  mention  of  Freeman  (page  8)  aa  a  witness  against 
us.    Wherefore  we  were  obliged  to  take  notice  of  this  circumstance  in  our  reply. 
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thU  bchmTlor  of  Rev.  Freeman  appears  the  more  strange  to  us,  because  he 
la  tbe  jcar  1720,  exhorted  the  ministers  in  New  York  and  elsewhere  to  be 
•B  tlcir  gvard  acalnst  Frellngfaiijrsen;  (page  24).  This  led  ns  into  correspondence 
wWk  thoai  gentlemen.  And  now  when  we  request  him  to  Join  us  in  this  corre- 
be  not  only  refuses,  but  he  also  accuses  us  to  Frellnghuysen,  and 
oar  correspondence  with  these  gentlemen  to  be  dishonorable,  because  we 
It  OB  without  him.  But  this  only  shows  the  reasonableness  of  onr  cone- 
agnlnst  him,  as  well  as  against  the  Citers. 


1725 


In  BMItloii  to  thirt  it  seems  strange  to  us  that  Rer.  Freeman  in  1721,  haring 
iB  the  presence  of  Rots.  Du  BoIs,  Bartholf,  Boel,  and  (lawyer  Boel)  his 
%  BBd  Meiwrs.  John  Cruger  and  OllTler  Teller,  that  **  he  would  not  trouble 
BbOQt  this  affair  any  more;  and  requested  that  in  case  there  should  be  a 
OsBTftlen  of  Ministers  in  regard  to  It,  he  might  be  considered  as  out  of  it,  and 
tkat  tko  Bilnlsten  would  excuse  him;  and  if  they  should  issue  anything  in  print, 
thBt  BOT.  Freeman's  name  should  not  be  mentioned:*'  (haying  done  all  this)  he, 
BftrtfcelMa,  publicly  presented  hla  own  name,  both  in  writing  and  In  print,  in 
hslBlf  of  BcT.  Freiinghnysen,  and  therefore  in  opposition  to  us. 

Tlwiefore,  Ib  onr  own  self  defence,  we  were  compelled  to  speak  of  him  by 
maami  bb4  CBpedally,  stBce  In  this  very  year,  1725,  persisting  In  his  intimacy  with 
FieBBgkByaeB,  allowed  him  on  the  0th  of  May,  to  occupy  his  pulpit  In  Bushwyck. 

TUB  dranght  of  ours  appears.  Indeed,  later  than  we  had  Intended;  but  we  hope 
that  ererj  one  who  judges  this  matter  deliberately,  will  not  take  this  amiss.  For 
we  tfCBire  to  haTe  all  things  in  proper  form.  Therefore  at  the  friendly  instance 
of  Bbtb.  Db  Bola  and  Antonldes,  and  not  because  of  any  threats  from  more  Infln- 
eatlBl  BBBTceB,  as  was  rumored  at  Rarltan.  Bct.  Boel  was  prompted  in  the  year 
1TB;  after  the  letters  of  Citation,  to  consult  with  us  concerning  our  grleyances, 
ilBB  collect  documentary  eridence  (getuyg-schrlften.)  This  required  much 
BS  did  also  the  correspondence  with  Bevs.  Vas  (of  Kingston),  Van  Driessen, 
(of  AlbBBy)  etc.,  for  the  elucidation  of  many  matters. 

Many  other  items  of  business  pertaining  to  the  church  prevented  the  uninter- 
raptcd  progress  of  our  defence  (yerautwoordlng  —  juBtlttoatlon),  for  which  we  were 
also  crer  llnding  new  material.  And  with  the  lapse  of  time,  the  Inflexibility  of 
R«T.  Frellnghuysen  and  his  adherents,  in  their  wicked  courses,  also  revealed  itself 
plainly;  but  thus,  again,  did  our  publication.  In  opposition,  seem  Increasingly 
ible;  although  hla  and  their  boasts  in  the  Letters  of  Citation  (pages  3  and 
12),  iB  the  Preface  of  his  Sermon,  (page  79  in  thia  book),  and  in  his  Report,  which 
precedcB  the  second  document  against  Rev.  (Joseph)  Morgan  (page  131  In  this  book), 
exhibit  a  feeling  of  PERFECT  SECURITY  in  their  opposition  to  us,  and  of  open 
And  thus  have  they  continued  to  the  end. 


Btob  OB  the  back  of  his  sleight  the  words  may  be  read,  (how  pious  they  are, 
see  page  106),  that  No  one  shall  make  him  other  than  he  is. —  And  these  are 
repeated  again  in  his  Report,  before  preceding  that  second  document  against  Rev. 
(Jooeph)  Morgan  (of  Monmouth),  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1724.  (See  page 
ISL)  Thna  again  haa  time  confirmed  (the  saying),  **  Those  who  are  often  obsti- 
BBtelj  defied  and  abused,  and  who  bear  it  patiently,  will  be  allowed  publicly  to 
dcftad  thefliaelvea."  And  our  assertion,  made  in  different  parts  of  our  reply, 
that  we  In  bo  way  belong  to  Rev.  Frellnghuysen  and  his  adherents,  but  to  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  has  been  confirmed,  two  years  after  the  issuing  of  the 
Letters  of  Citation,  by  their  obstinancy. 

The  words  uttered  by  Rev.  Du  Bols,  at  a  Convention  held  June  14,  1721, 
**  Cherriea  do  not  ripen  In  winter,"  relating  to  the  publication  of  something  In 
behalf  of  onr  good  cause  has  been  often  ridiculed,  as  if  nothing  would  come  of  it. 
Bev.  Do  Bola  only  Intended  to  convey  the  idea  that  we  should  proceed  with 
dellberBtloB,  and  take  our  own  time  in  the  business. 

ABd  Ib  legBrd  to  their  pretence,  that  Bev.  Frellnghuysen  conid  not  aeenre  a 
eoBftfOBce  with  the  other  mInUters,  (as  exhibited  above  in  hla  groBBdlesa  sUte- 
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meut)  —  it  Is  evident  that,  after  he  had  publicly  appeared  agaixist  us  and  the 
orthodox  ministers,  in  writing,  and  even  with  certain  Ecclesiastical  Acts,  so  ealM, 
no  conference  was  possible,  but  the  matter  had  to  be  dealt  with  publicly.  It  was 
also  too  late  for  such  a  conference.  Bey.  Boel,  in  1728,  after  the  issue  of  tb* 
Citations,  was  at  Rarltan;  and  then  when  Rey.  Frelinghuysen  proposed,  throogli 
certain  members  of  his  Consistory,  to  haye  a  special  conference,  he  was  riglitly 
refused,  after  such  public  libels,  and  public  eyidences  of  his  unorthodoxy;  eyen  as 
long  before  this,  Frelinghuysen  himself  had  refused  the  hand  to  us,  (see  psfss 
22,  60.)  Since  he  himself  has  brought  this  business  before  the  world,  to  the  pnbUc 
scandal  of  Ood's  Church,  a  public  answer  became  necessary.  Am  to  these  Ubsl% 
we  reply,  in  this  our  Communication,  prepared  in  an  ecclesiastical  manner.  It  Is 
also  the  first  from  us  concerning  this  phurch-buslness.  It  is  issued  in  the  hops  sC 
bringing  the  Clters  to  repentance  for  their  frightful  libels  against  us,  and  agslMt 
the  ministers  of  this  land;  and  that  it  may  also  be  of  benefit  to  the  simple-mlndsd, 
against  such  scandals. 


In  the  meantime,  we  and  our  company  await  the  results  wl^ch  Ood's  grace 
be  pleased  to  worlc  In  the  hearts  of  our  opponents,  to  glye  us  satisfaction.  And 
they  must  understand  that  we  and  our  company,  shall  maintain  our  rights*  If 
necessary,  in  an  earthly  court  of  justice,  as  a  defence  against  their  Infamous 
utterances  against  us.  Thus  we  will  yindlcate  ourselyes  before  the  Church  of  Qod, 
and  preserye  our  good  name  before  the  dyil  goyemment.  And  Inasmuch  as  tbs 
libeled  gentlemen,  the  ministers  and  others,  will  appear  against  our  opponents, 
the  Clters  may  understand  that  these  also  shall  likewise  be  supported  in  thdr 
rights. 


May  God  grant  the  desire  of  our  hearts  and  the  fenrent  yearnings  of  oar 
dates,  for  the  speedy  restoration  among  us  of  His  holy  serylce,  according  to  the 
pure  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  true  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  as  establUhsd 
by  the  Synod  of  Dort,  and  in  accordance  with  the  other  church  ordinances  Ib 
Holland. 

As  the  Authorized  Committee  of  many  well-meaning  persons,  we  sign  our  names 
first. 

Peter  Du  Mont, 
Simon  Wyckof, 
Hendrick  Vroom, 
Daniel  Sebring. 

List  of  the  Signers  (to  the  Complaint  against  Frelinghuysen)  throughout  the 
entire  Raritan  District. 

Peter  Du  Mont  —  One  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the   Peace;  Director  of  the 

Funds  for   the   Public   Poor  In   Somerset   County;   Bx-elder  In 
Raritan  proper  (now  Someryille,  N.  J.) 

Simon  Wyckof  --  Ex-elder  of  the  Congregation  at  Six  Mile  Run. 

Hendrlk  Vroom  —  Ex-elder  at  Three  Mile  Run. 

Daniel  Sebring  —  Ruling  Church-Master  at  North  Branch  (now  Readington). 

The  aboye  are  the  Authorized   Committee  (Geyolmagtigdcn)   of   the  following 
Signers: 


Cornells  Teunnisen. 
Jan  Teunlssen. 
Jan  Hendriksen. 
Jan  Brocks. 
Pieter  Kiune. 
Jeronlmus  Van  Nest. 
Aart  Aarssen. 


Hendrlk  Emans. 
Ex-elders  Nlcholaas  Heyt. 

In  one  of  Jan  Van  Slckelen. 

the  Raritan  Fredrik  yan  Leeuwen. 

Congregations.  Jacobus  Bennet,  Sr. 

Jacobus  Bennet,  Jr. 


Pieter  Hof. 
Jacob  Probasco. 

AJbert  Low Ex-deacon.  Widow  of  Johannes  Coeyers^ 

C\ix\m\.ott«\  'B,<»o^\«A!\. 
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one  of  hii 

jQStlCM    of 


tiM  Pcfte*. 


OMft  1 


lu  TBct;  8r. 
BiBdillc  Juuwn. 


Rpllng  Church- 
Masters  at  North 
Branch  (Beadington). 


Ex  Church-Master. 

Formerly  Elders 
on  Long  Island. 


or  non-members  (at  the  time). 
Ai7  Moleonar. 
Aix  Boeivw. 
Jacob  BoTS. 
Jtm  Woertman. 
Adrlaaa  Ten  Eyck. 


William  van  Duyn. 

Qysbert  Krom. 

William  Krom. 

Abraham  Le  Foy. 

Hannes  Speeter. 

Frans  Waldron. 

Nlcholaas  Haymao. 

Cors  Vroom. 

Joost  Schamp. 

Jacobns  Stryker. 

Sarah  Brlnkerhoff,  widow  of 

Jacob  Rapalje. 
Leendert  Smak. 
Qeorge  Anderson. 


Denys  ran  Dnyn. 
Abnhnm  Gray.  Hendrlk  Smak. 

loka  Flffenser.  Cornells  de  Hart. 

Aidrlea  Andrlessen.  Isaak  Bennet. 

mcUd  Moor.  Adrlaan  Bennet. 

Adolp  Hardenbroek. 
PIcter  Bodyn. 

TcqbIs  yan  Mlddelswaart  Cornellssoon. 

Comeiloa  Teonlssen  ran  Mlddeswaart,  Jr.  Deceased. 

GMMm  Marlet.  Hendrlk       Traphagen,       his 

BvrgOB  CocTers.  widow  signing  In  his  place. 

Qyabert  Lane.  Daniel  In  de  Voor. 

Abfmbam  Seloyer.  Dayld  Marines. 

Chrlstoffel        Beekman,        his 
widow  signing  In  his  place. 

Micbmei  yan  Vechten  voluntarily  gave  us  his  written  testimony  for  us  to  use  as 
we  may  think  proper.  (Pages  107,  108.)  He  Is  also  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices 
of  the  Peace  at  Rarltan,  and  gave  a  piece  of  land  for  the  erection  of  a  church  edi- 
fice, to  be  devoted  only  for  the  support  of  the  pure  doctrine  and  discipline.  There 
are  also  yet  others  among  us,  opposed  to  Rev.  Frellnghuysen,  although  they  have 
not  signed  their  names. 

That  the  testimony  and  the  written  statements  might  be  faithfully  exhibited, 
they  are  given  word  for  word,  and  each  in  its  own  peculiar  style.  The  errors  In 
them  are  not  to  be  charged  to  the  printer.  This  applies  especially  to  the  letter 
of  Peter  Wortman.    (Pages  81-84.) 

All  errors  In  punctuation,  spelling,  and  the  use  of  capital  letters,  the  Indulgent 
reader  will  please  excuse,  as  the  printers  (Bradford  and  Zenger)  are  not  familiar 
with  the  Dutch  language. 


[A  list  of  errata  is  here  given  for  the  Dutch  edition.] 

That   which  ought  to   have  been  inserted  here  and   there  in   our  reply  to  the 
Citers,  Is  appended  st  the  close  of  the  volume. 
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Acts  of  ths  Culssis  of  Amstebbam. 
Beinhard  Erickzon  Called. 

1725,  Sept.  3rd.  Eev.  Hermanns  van  Wall,  Johannes  Junius 
and  Henrikus  Vos,  having  been  authorized  by  the  Consistory  of 
the  Reformed  Church  of  New  Barbadoes  (Hackensack^)  Schralenr 
berg  and  Parames,  situated  in  New  Jersey,  and  bordering  on 
New  York,  in  America,  to  call  a  minister  for  that  church,  (they) 
have  called,  Eev.  Reinhard  Erickzon,  S.  S.  Ministerii  CandidatuB, 
who  had  excellent  testimonials.  They  handed  in  proper  instru- 
ments of  said  call  to  the  Rev.  Assembly,  with  the  request  that  it 
would  be  pleased  to  recognize  them  as  such,  and  to  approve  the 
call  which  they  had  made.  The  Classis  having  read  these  papers 
and  found  them  satisfactory,  approved  said  call,  upon  the  decla- 
ration of  Rev.  Reinhard  Erickzon,  that  he  accepted  the  same  in 
the  fear  of  God.  Whereupon  he  was  admitted  to  the  final  ex- 
amination, after  that  he  had  treated  a  certain  text,  Ps.  2 :  12, 
"Bass  the  Son,  lest  he  be  angry  and  ye  perish  from  the  way, 
when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little;  blessed  are  all  they  that 
put  their  trust  in  Him  " :  which  was  given  him  by  the  Rev.  Ex- 
aminer. Therein  he  gave  so  much  satisfaction  to  the  entire 
Assembly,  that  it  made  not  the  least  objection  to  ordaining  him 
to  the  Sacred  Ministry  by  the  laying  on  of  hands,  which  was 
done.     X.  240. 

About  New  York. 

1725,  Sept.  3rd.  Printed  booklets  (pamphlets)  were  brought 
before  the  Assembly  about  the  disputes  and  dissensions  in  the 
congregation  of  Raritans,  etc.,  whereof  a  copy  was  given  to  each 
of  the  members  present.  The  Assembly  requested  the  Deputati 
ad  res  Exteras  to  make  a  report  in  reference  to  their  contents  at 
the  next  ensuing  Classis.  x.  241.  [These  were  copies  of  the 
"Complaint  against  Frelinghuysen."] 
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Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

CtD  and  Approval  of  Bev.  Henricus  Coens  to  Hakkingsack,  etc. 

(Rather,  Aquackononck). 

1725,  Sept.  4th.  Meeting  of  Deputies  on  Colonial  Affairs. 
Yesterdaj,  September  3,  Bev.  Van  de  Wall,  as  a  committee, 
with  Beys,  van  Staveren  and  J.  Yander  Hagen,  for  the  consist- 
ories of  Hakkingsack  (Aquackonnonck?)*  Klein  (Second)  Biver 
and  the  North,  (Pompton  Plains  and  Ponds)  in  New  Jersey, 
handed  in  an  instrument  of  a  call  made  upon  Rev.  Henricus  Coens, 
Proponent.  This  was  approved  by  the  Bev.  Classis,  and  the 
called  one  was  admitted  to  examination.  Having  given  satisfac- 
tion in  this,  he  was  ordained  to  the  Sacred  Ministry  by  the  laying 
on  of  hands.     sdL  81. 

Cai.l  and  Approval  of  Bev.  Reinhabt  Eeicson^  to  New 

Barbaik)£S   (  Hackensack)  . 

1725,  Sept  4th.  At  the  same  time  the  said  Rev.  Vande-Wal, 
as  a  committee,  with  Revs.  Van  Staveren,  Junius  and  Vos,  for 
the  consistories  of  New  Barbadoes  (Hackensack)  Schraalenberg 
and  Paramus,  in  New  Jersey,  handed  in  a  call  made  on  Beinhard 
Ericson,  Proponent.  This  call  was  approved  by  the  Rev.  Classis, 
and  the  called  one  admitted  to  examination.  Having  given  satis- 
faction in  this,  he  was  ordained  to  the  Sacred  Ministry  with  the 
laying  on  of  hands,     xxii.  81. 

*  The  clerk  of  the  ClaMts  of  Amsterdam  has  here  evidently  made  a  slip  of  the 
pen.  In  writing  Hackensack  for  Aqnackononck,  and  Klein  River  for  Second  Klver. 
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Rev.  John  Jacob  Ehe  (Ehle,  Oehl),  to  the   Society   foe 

Propagating  the  Gospel. 

No.  89.  October  5,  1726. 

Sir:— 

I  received  yours,  dated  London,  Jan.  20th,  1724/5,  and  return 
my  humble  thanks  to  his  Lordship,  Bishop  of  London,  for  com- 
municating my  letter  to  the  Society,  and  likewise  my  humble 
thanks  to  the  Society  for  taking  my  present  necessity  into  th^ 
serious  consideration,  as  to  allow  me  a  gratuity;  to  me,  who  am 
a  poor  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  would  not  have  been  trouble- 
some, did  not  my  present  necessity  speak  in  my  behalf;  and  like- 
wise my  humble  thanks  to  your  much  esteemed  person  for  all 
services  done  on  my  behalf.  Sir,  when  the  gift  comes  into  your 
hands  be  pleased  to  pay  it  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Samuel  Baker, 
Merchant  in  London.  His  excellency  our  Governor  will  take 
care  to  send  over  my  certificates. 

I  have  nothing  further  at  this  time  to  offer,  but  my  prayers 
that  God  would  be  pleased  to  succeed  with  his  blessing  all  your 
pious  endeavors  to  the  promoting  of  his  glory  in  the  dark  cor- 
ners of  the  earth,  concluding  myself  as  in  duty  bound  your  most 
humble,  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Johannes  Jacobus  Ehe,  [Ehle  or  Oehl]  Minister. 
Schohare,  Oct.  5th,  1725. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Report  of  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras 
on  the  Churches  of  Raritan. 

1725,  Oct.  The  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras  made  a  report 

on  the  booklet  entitled,  *^  Complaint  of  certain  members  of  the 
Netherland  Reformed  Church  of  Raritans,"  etc.,  and  read  there- 
from of  the  action  of  the  Rev.  Frilinghuysen  and  his  Consistory 
against  said  members.     Many  points  of  accusation  were  also  made 
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against  the  officers,  and  especially  against  the  Bev.  Frelinghuisen. 

The  Deputies  added  thereto  a  report  (pre-advice)  to  this  effect, 

that  no  one  could  be  condemned  unheard.     Accordingly  it  seemed 

only  just  to  write  to  the  Rev.  Frilinghuysen  and  his  Consistory 

to  give  them  opportunity  to  defend  themselves  against  these  ac- 

cnaations.     The  Classis  changes  this  report  (pre-advice)  into  a 

Claanical  resolution,  and  leaves  the  execution  thereof,  and  the 

means  of  performing  the  same,  to  the  committee.     Notice  shall 

also  be  given  of  this  resolution  to  the  complaining  members. 

z.  2-i4,  245. 

Classis  of  Ahstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  Earitan  '^  Complainants ".  No- 
vember 2,  1725.  xxiL  114.  Also  in  Portfolio  " New  York'', 
VoLi 

Extract  from  the  letter  of  the  excommunicated  at  Baritan,  dated 

November  2,  1725. 

1.  It  expresses  an  apology  for  sending  over  their  published 
"  Complaint  *',  (Klagte),  without  a  letter.  This  happened  by 
reason  of  the  sudden  departure  of  the  ship. 

2.  It  also  contains  an  account  of  what  has  taken  place  since 
the  publication  of  their  "  Complaint ";  such  as  that  certain  parties 
deny  that  anybody  has  been  placed  under  the  ban  by  Rev.  Friling- 
huysen and  his  Consistory.  They  also  say  that  Captain  Jacob 
Goelet  and  his  father  have  expressed  themselves  in  opposition  to 
what  is  said  on  page  54,  (of  the  "  Complaint ")  as  if  there  were 
some  falsehoods  there,  and  their  statements  had  no  force. 

8.  They  relate  that  they  locked  up  their  church,  (against  Fre- 
linghuysen)',  but  that  their  opponents  had  subsequently  again 
gotten  possession  of  it.  They  complain  that,  for  these  reasons, 
they  are  destitute  of  public  worship;  but  they  are  resolved  to 
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wait,  and  see  whether  with  your  good  aid,  they  may  not  be  he^ed 
in  securing,  at  length,  the  restoration  of  their  holy  worship,  bj 
havi^g  another  minister  sent  from  Holland,  in  accordance  with 
the  advice  of  the  Rev.  Olassis. 

4r.  For  the  furtherance  of  this  object  they  propose  this  very 
thing  to  the  Classis,  but  not  precisely  under  the  mutual 

that  the  Rev.  Classis  might  not  be  served  thereby  in  relation  to 
churches  which  are  subject  to  another  (civil)  power.  Therefore 
they  speak,  not  in  any  spirit  of  haughtiness,  for  they  have 
avoided  all  such  expressions;  but  they  respectfully  present  to  the 
Classis  the  following: 

(1)  Because  the  Classis  has  for  more  than  fifty  years  exerted 
the  principal  influence  upon  those  churches,  and  has  executed 
almost  all  the  calls  made  by  the  same,  with  but  two  exceptions — 
such  as  that  of  Rev.  Freeman,  and  one  other — ;  and  since  these 
churches  have  found  themselves  benefitted  by  that  correspond- 
ence, i^ 

(2)  Because  the  opponents  refer  themselves  to  Classis. 

(3)  Because  great  respect  was  felt  there  for  the  counsels  of 
the  Classis;  for  which  reason  Rev.  Frelinghuysen  has  also  made 
use  thereof,  with  a  pretext  of  ecclesiastical  approval  of  his  action : 

5.  They  therefore  request  information, 

(1)  Whether  Rev.  Frelinghuysen  can  be  recognized  as  belong- 
ing to  the  Dutch  Church,  or  not? 

(2)  What  would  be  done  against  such  a  one  in  Holland;  in 
accordance  with  so  many  Snyodical  and  civil  resolutions  against 
Labadists  and  Mennonites;  and  in  accordance  with  Rev.  Freling- 
huysen's  own  subscription  (to  the  Formulae  of  Unity),  which  he 
did  with  profession  of  submission  to  the  "  Regulations  "  when  he 
was  called. 

(3)  That  our  advice  must  be  in  harmony  with  the  directions  of 
the  Synod  of  Dart;  in  accordance  witVi  ^\v\c\i  «Aao  \)Ckft  ^xadokS^ 
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muBt  conduct  themselves  as  "per  Privilege"  of  the  New  York 
goveni]ii0nt« 

(4)  They  ask  for  an  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  Classis,  in  so 
far  as  they  relate  to  the  appointment  of  Bev.  Frelinghuysen;  and 
whether  he  was  examined  by  the  Classis,  and  appointed  by  it; 
inasmuch  as  it  is  said  there,  that  the  Classis  should  have  been 
more  careful,  and  that  whoever  has  family  influence,  they  sent 
out  there  as  a  favor,  whether  fit  or  unfit. 

(5)  Ilnally  they  ask  for  speedy  advice,  because  of  all  that 
they  have  stated;  and  because  of  other  reasons  which  can  be 
imagined,  in  their  behalf;  and  thus  also  for  our  own  sake  and 
the  sake  of  God's  Church.  Thereupon  they  conclude  with  a  wish 
for  a  blessing. 

Signed  by  those  commissioned  thereto : 

Pierre  Dumont. 
Simon  Wykhof . 
Henry  Vroom. 
Daniel  Sobering. 

• 

of  the preacher. 

With  the  knowledge  of  the  undersigned,  and  submitting  the 

same  for  the  advice  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

G.  Du  Bois. 

V.  Antonides. 

H.  Boel. 

P.  Yas. 
Xew  York, 

November  1,  1725. 

Eev.  Wm.  C.  Berkenmyer,  1725-1731. 

In  tbe  year  1725  the  Minister  William  Christoffer  Berlcenmeyer  came  hero,  and 
commenced  the  Seryice  at  QnassailE  too:  In  the  year  1727.  He  is  by  Writing 
leslred  to  administer  there,  after  the  following  Unions-Contract,  He  not  receiying 
Par  his  Serrice  from  the  Products  of  the  Lands  then  Anno  1730  or  1731  thirty 
C%eepel8  of  Wheet.—  Doc.  Hist  N.  Y.  Vol.  111.  p.  354. 
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Account  of  Negroes  Imported  Into  New  York  From  1700 

TO  1726. 

An  Account  of  what  Negro  Slaves  have  been  Imported  Into  His  Maje«tle» 
Province  of  New  York  as  taken  from  the  Custom  House  Books  between  the  7Ctr 
1701  and  this  present  year  1726. 


tear. 


1701. 
1708. 
1708, 
1704 
1706. 
1710. 

mi 

171S 

m4 

1716. 
1710 

m7 

1718 

m» 

1790 
1781 
1788 
1788 
1784 
1786 
1786 


From  the 

West 

Indies. 


88 

166 

16 

8 


68 
17 
18 
68 

447 

104 
81 
76 

106 
88 
61 
54 

180 


From  the 

Coast  of 

Africa. 


84 
68 
66 

77 


88 
48 


70 


1578 


•117 


60 


882 


*  Entered  from  the  coast  of  Afiioa  butfocmd 
afterwards  to  have  been  from  MadagMOsr. 
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N  B.  That  all  the  Negroes  in  the  foregoing  Account  have  been  Imported  by  Ftl- 
vate  Traders  and  that  none  have  been  Imported  during  that  time  hy  the  African 
Company.  Archd.  Kennedy,  Collr. 

New  York, 
Dec.  16, 1726.  —  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  v.  p.  814. 


Census  of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey.     Anno  172.6. 

An  account  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey,  distinguishing  their 
age,  sex  and  colour,  taken  in  the  Year  1726. 


An  Account  of 
Inhabitants  of 
New  Jersey 


1786. 


NAMES  OF 
COUNTYS. 


Middlesex 

Essex 

Monmouth . . . 

Somerset 

Bergen    

Burlington... 
Hunterdon... 

Glocester 

Salem 

Cape  May  — 

Total 


WnrrBs. 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

above  16 

above  16 

under  16 

imder  16 

958 

878 

1016 

859 

902 

1021 

968 

926 

1884 

1061 

1095 

1056 

582 

502 

408 

406 

509 

509 

556 

547 

1060 

988 

965 

844 

898 

748 

851 

750 

606 

462 

526 

529 

1060 

861 

1015 

891 

209 

156 

148 

141 

8179 

7176 

7568 

0948 

Total  of 
Whites 


8706 


4446 
1888 
2181 
8878 


2185 

8807 

654 


29861 
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Middlesex.... 

MoDinoutlL. . . 

Bomeraet 

Bercen. 

Burungton... 
Hunterdon... 
Glooeeter  . . . . 

Salem 

Gape  May.... 

Total 


Nkorobs. 


Bfales 
aboTO 16 


90 

98 

170 

196 

178 

86 

48 

88 

S8 

8 


878 


Females 
aboTe 16 


78 
78 
90 
06 
181 
68 
45 
81 
88 
5 


Males 
under  16 


680 


78 
70 
88 
87 
100 
68 
88 
84 
86 
1 


668 


Females 

Total  of 

under  16 

Negroes 

67 

806 

66 

806 

85 

488 

70 

879 

96 

498 

65 

967 

81 

14t 

87 

104 

86 

160 

14 

616 

9681 

Total  of 
Both. 


4000 

4879 
9871 


4199 
8877 


8997 


—  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  ▼.  p.  819. 


Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 

January  6,  1725-6.     (1726.) 

Act  of  Appointment  of  Mr.  Barend  de  Foreest,  as  School- 
master^ etc. 

The  Eev.  Consistory  after  calling  on  God's  name,  and  having 
maturely  considered,  that  for  various  reasons,  it  is  useful  and 
salutary  that  a  Dutch  school  should  be  maintained,  for  the  chil- 
dren of  those  who  belong  to  the  Dutch  Keformed 
Preamble.  Church  in  this  city  of  New  York,  for  their  instruc- 

tion; and  this  not  only  in  the  Dutch  language,  but 
also  in  the  elements  of  Christian  piety  —  a  school  of  which  the 
Rev.  Consistory  should  have  the  oversight;  and  in  which  the 
teacher  should  be  boimd  to  execute  all  such  orders  as  they  should 
judge  necessary  to  be  made : 

And  the  Rev.  Consistory,  having  seen  the  justice  of  providing 
the  children  of  the  indigent  with  some  teaching  and  Christian 
training,  so  far  as  practicable;  and  having  also  received  the  en- 
dorsement of  the  Great  Consistory  in  this  matter,  met  for  the 
consideration  of  this  business  on  December  3rd  last,  (1725);  and 
they  then  unanimously  Resolved,  to  appoint  you,  Mr.  Barend  de 
Foreest,  for  such  a  Schoolmaster. 

Accordingly,  the  Rev.   Consistory,  with  the   unanimous  ap- 
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proval  of  the  Great  Consistory,  do,  by  this  instrument  in  writing 
appoint  you,  Mr.  Barend  do  Foreest,  according  to  a  resolution 
of  January  6,  1725-6,  (1726)  to  be  Schoolmaster  under  their 
oversight,  and  upon  your  pledge  to  execute  such  orders  as  shall 
be  deemed  useful  for  the  best  advancement  of  the  children  who 
see  fit  to  avail  themselves  of  your  school. 

I.  In  the  first  place :  Upon  the  expectation  that  you  will  prop- 
erly conduct  yourself  in  both  doctrine  and  life,  and  of  which  we 

do  not  doubt,  you  will  diligently  keep  your  school  with- 
in the         out  omission,  except  under  the  most  urgent  necessity, 

and  will  maintain  it  wisely  and  in  good  order.     More 
precisely,  according  to  the  following : 

1.  In  summer,  from  9  to  11  a.  m.;  and  from  1  to  4  p.  m.  In 
winter,  from  9  1/2  a.  m.  to  12  1/2  p.  m.;  And  from  1  to  4  p.  m. 

2.  On  Festival-days,  you  shall,  as  usual,  be  free,  yet  only  with 
our  knowledge  and  approval,  also  on  Fridays,  when  there  is  a 
trial-sermon  (proef -preek) ;  and  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays 
according  to  custonL 

3.  The  school  is  to  open  and  close  with  prayer  and  singing. 
The  children,  according  to  their  ability,  are  to  be  taught  to  speB, 
read,  write,  cypher;  and  also  the  usual  prayers  in  the  Catechism. 
You  are  to  see  that  they  recite  to  the  Minister  the  particular 
"  Lord's  Day  "  of  the  Catechism,  on  Saturdays,  so  that  they  may 
be  able  to  recite  it  in  the  Church.  You  must  also  appear  every 
Monday,  with  all  the  children,  at  the  public  catechizing,  to  test 
their  ability  and  their  diligence;  and  spend  the  afternoon  of  that 
day,  or  a  part  of  it,  in  catechizing  them  yourself,  upon  the  por- 
tion which  has  been  hancUed.  On  Wednesdays,  when  there  is 
preaching,  you  must  attend  the  service  with  all  the  children. 

4.  Four  times  a  year,  all  the  children  shall  be  examined  in  a 
manner  prescribed,  in  the  presence  of  the  Consistory,  or  of  their 
representatives. 

5.  In  your  school  none  but  edifying  and  orthodox  books  shall 
be  used,  under  the  approbation  of  the  Consistory. 


OF  THB  State  of  New  Yobx.  2339 

n.  In  the  second  place :  In  reference  to  those  among  us  who 
aze  unable  to  pay  the  sum  required,  for  the  teaching  of  their 
children  over  seven  years  of  age,  for  these  the  Consistory  will 
make  provision.  You  will  record  the  names  of  all  those  who 
apply  for  the  privileges  of  the  school,  as  well  as  of  their  children. 
You  may  say  to  them  that  you  will  present  their  request  on  the 
following  Sunday  afternoon  to  the  Bev.  Consistory;  and  that  on 
the  Monday  morning  following,  before  school  time,  you  will 
amionnce  to  them  whether  the  Consistory  has  accepted  their  chil- 
dren or  not. 

For  the  performance  of  all  the  foregoing,  the  Bev.  Consistory 
promise  to  yon,  Mr.  Barend  de  Foreest,  for  the  present  year, 
beginning  with  January  1st,  just  past,  and  ending  with  the  last 
day  of  December  next,  nine  poimds,  Kew  York  currency,  for  the 
children  of  indigent  i>arents;  and  in  case  more  than  that  number 
are  sent  to  you,  you  shall  be  paid  for  each  one,  in  the  same 
piqM>rtiony  nine  pounds  for  ten  children.     For  this  year,  you 
diall  receive  nine  pounds,  whether  you  have  ten  (poor)  children 
or  not.     The  Consistory  will  in  due  time  take  order  about  fire- 
wood for  the  children,  and  inform  you. 

Under  these  promises  then,  and  upon  condition  that  you  sub- 
mit to  such  orders  as  the  Bev.  Consistory  shall  give  concerning 
the  school,  whether  by  altering  the  foregoing,  or  adding  new  ones, 
the  Bey*  Consistory  thus  provisionally  appoint  you  for  this  year. 
Thus  done  in  our  Church  Assembly  at  New  York,  January  5, 
1725-6.  (1726.) 
In  the  name  of  the  Bev.  Consistory, 

6.  Du  Bois,  p.  t.  Praeses. 
The  foregoing  proposal  of  the  Bev.  Consistory,  the  original 
of  which  has  been  delivered  to  me,  I  accept  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord,  thankiTig  their  Beverences  for  their  goodness  to  me. 

Barend  de  Foreest. 
New  York, 

January  18,  1726-6.  (1726.) 


1726 
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Publication  of  his  Appointment,  Jan.  9,  1726. 

Declaration  of  the  Beverend  Consistory  to  the  Christian  Coih 
gregation,  that  Mr.  Barent  de  Foreest  has  been  appointed  by 
them,  together  with  the  Great  Consistory,  to  be  Schoolmmster    - 
for  one  year,  beginning  with  January  1,  Anno  1726. 

Inasmuch  as  under  Divine  Providence,  we  are  all  subjects  of 
his  Boyal  Majesty,  Greorge,  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  our  nmk 
gracious  Sovereign;  and  inasmuch  as  we  are  living  in  a  Provinos 
where  the  English  language  is  the  common  language  cdE  fha 
inhabitants:  there  cannot  but  be  a  general  agreement  by  eadi 
and  all  of  us  that  it  is  very  necessary  to  be  versed  in  this  wnt 
mon  language  of  the  people,  in  order  properly  to  carry  on  one^f 
temporal  calling. 

Herewith,  also,  all  who  belong  to  the  Dutch  Bef  ormed  Ohmdi| 
and  have  any  regard  for  God,  and  prefer  the  worship  of  tbfi 
Dutch  Bef  ormed  Church,  cannot  but  see  and  acknowledge  tluit 
every  one,  be  he  who  it  may,  must  regard  it  as  urgently  necessary 
that  since  the  practice  of  the  Low  Dutch  Bef  ormed  worship,  and 
attendance  upon  the  public  exercise  of  the  same,  and  the  devout 
hearing  of  pious  sermons  in  the  Dutch  language,  furnish  the 
only  hope,  under  the  co-operation  of  God's  spirit,  from  time  to 
time,  of  advancing  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  which  is  ac- 
cording to  godliness,  to  their  comfort  and  salvation,  it  is  equally 
necessary  for  them  to  be  versed  in  the  language  in  which  Gt>d's 
worship  is  conducted  and  exercised. 

What,  therefore,  can  any  esteem  more  fit  and  proper,  than 
that  they  who  are  not  ashamed  to  belong  to  a  Church  and  congre- 
gation— where  the  true  doctrine  of  comfort  in  life  and  in  death 
is  preached  in  the  clearest  and  most  powerful  manner,  in  the 
Dutch  tongue,  according  to  the  decrees  of  the  National  Synod  of 
Dordrecht,  etc.,  in  order  to  progress  in  the  right  knowledge  of 
God's  Word  and  the  practice  of  true  piety,  as  we  are  forgiven  by 
the  Most  High  in  Christ,  through  his  Spirit  —  should  cause  their 
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children  from  their  youth  up  to  be  instructed  in  the  Low  Dutch 
ton^e,  and  not  neglect  any  opportunity  for  gaining  this  end. 

One  matter  which  the  Kev.  Consistory  esteems  of  the  highest 
importance,  and  wishes  to  impress  deeply  on  the  minds  of  you, 
the  Christian  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  this  City  of  New  York, 
inasmuch  as  the  fact  appears  in  many  ways  is  this :  that  most  of 
those  who  belong  to  us,  either  from  general  apathy,  or  a  sad  in- 
difference to  evangelical  truth  as  well  as  to  true  piety  —  which 
we  fear  is  the  case,  although  we  hope  not  —  or  to  a  wretched 
carelessness   of   necessary   things,    have    now   for    some   years 
neglected  to  have  their  children  receive  instruction  in  the  Nether- 
landish tongue.     Are  not  our  youth,  now  growing  up  among  us, 
living  witnesses  of  this?     And,  to  our  sorrow,  most  of  them  are 
brought  up  without  having  the  principles  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ 
instilled  in  their  minds.     It  is  for  such  reasons,  as  they  advance 
in  years,  that  they  show  such  reluctance  to  attend  our  catechising, 
notwithstanding  all  the  opportunities  they  have  in  this  respect. 
Hence,  all  our  hearts  must  be  impressed  with  the  necessity  of 
instructing  the  young  in  the  Dutch  language.     And  this  must 
be  considered  the  more  necessary,  since  on  mature  deliberation, 
you,  with  us,  must  acknowledge,  that  if  this  shameless  neglect 
continues,  no  one  can  attribute  the  sad  condition  of  our  religion 
and  our  Church,  to  anything  else  than  our  own  carelessness;  for, 
under  the  happy  rule  of  our  Protestant  (English)  magistrate,  full 
freedom  is  given  us  for  the  public  exercise  of  our  religion. 

Therefore,  the  acting  Consistory,  in  conjunction  with  the  Great 
Consistory,  having,  after  calling  on  God's  name  taken  the  whole 
weighty  subject  into  mature  consideration,  in  order  to  devise 
some  means,  if  possible,  by  which  our  sad  condition  might  be 
somewhat  relieved,  have  imanimously  resolved  to  appoint  Mr. 
Barent  de  Foreest,  Schoolmaster,  under  their  own  supervision, 
and  his  pledge  to  obey  strictly  all  such  orders  as  shall  be  judged 
necessary  for  the  advancement  of  the  youth  in  the  Netherlandish 
tongue,  and  in  the  first  principles  of  the  Christian  religion.     And 

31 
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they  have  likewise  thought  proper  to  make  known  to  the  Christian 
congregation  this  their  resolution  under  these  circumstances. 

Therefore  your  children,  whom  you  may  please  to  send  there 
for  instruction,  shall  be  diligently  cared  for,  without  omission  save  . 
in  cases  of  extreme  necessity;  to  which  Mr.  de  Foreest  has  pledged 
and  bound  himself  to  the  Bev.  Consistory  according  to  articles 
prepared  for  that  purpose. 

Meanwhile,  we.  Ministers,  Elders,  etc.,  have  willingly  taken 
it  upon  ourselves  to  see  that  your  reasonable  expectations  may 
be  satisfied  so  far  as  possible  in  respect  to  the  proper  instruction 
of  your  chUdren,  not  only  in  reading  and  writing  but  also  in  the 
usual  prayers  and  in  the  Catechism.  For  which  purpose  Mr.  de 
Foreest  will  every  week  appear  with  all  the  children  at  the  public 
catechising  in  order  that  they  may  be  examined  as  to  their  pro- 
ficiency. He  will,  also,  whenever  there  is  preaching  on  Wednes- 
day, come  to  church  with  all  the  children. 

Herewith  the  Christian  congregation  is  also  informed,  in  re- 
spect to  those  among  us  who  are  unable  to  pay  the  money  required 
for  the  teaching  of  their  children  from  seven  years  of  age  and 
upward,  that  they  have  only  to  repair  to  Mr.  de  Foreest,  who 
will  confer  with  them,  and  receive  their  children  according  to  the 
order  which  he  has  already  received,  or  shall  still  further  receive 
from  the  Rev.  Consistory;  for  the  school  money  shall  be  provided 
by  the  Rev.  Consistory. 

The  design  is  the  instruction  of  the  youth  and  the  arousing  of 
the  adults  to  this  matter  in  order  to  the  further  propagation  of 
Christ's  Kingdom  among  us,  for  God's  honor  and  our  salvation. 
This,  then,  being  the  only  object  sought,  it  is  our  friendly  request 
that  you  may  so  take  to  heart  its  importance  that  one  may  serve  . 
as  an  example  to  another  and  the  prompt  stir  up  the  slothful 
And  so  we,  with  our  children,  will,  as  members  of  the  true 
Christian  Church,  steadfastly  serve  God  and  his  Son,  Jesus 
Christ,  in  faith  and  love. 

Thus  also  our  congregation  will  not  diminish,  but  daily  increase 
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Qore  and  morei  like  God's  people,  over  the  whole  earth;  until 

tven  Babylon  shall  fall,  and  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  come  in, 

ind  all  Israel  be  saved;  and  we,  altogether,  receive  the  end  of  our 

:aith  in  eternal  glory.     Amen. 

Thus  done  in  Christian  Assembly  at  New  York.     January  6th, 

k.  B.  1725-6. 

G.  Du  Bois,  p.  t.  Praeses. 

Jan.  9,  1726,  being  a  Sunday,  this  was  read  before  the  con- 

gr^ation,  after  the  morning  service. 

lib.  A.  237-240. 

Dimshee,  in  part,  2nd  ed.  40. 

Acts  of  the  Ci«assis  of  Amsterdam. 

Report  of  Rev.  Hagelis  about 
Rev.  Frilinghuyzen. 

1726,  Jan.  8th.  He  also  reported  that  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res 
Exteras  had  written  a  letter  to  Rev.  Frilinkhuise  and  Boel  to 
notify  the  complaining  members  of  the  church  of  Raretans  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Rev.  Classis.  This  matter  was  further 
recommended  to  the  Messrs.  Deputati.     x.  251. 

Dutch  Church  of  Xew  Yoek. 

Feb.  12,  1726-6.  (1726). 

The  Ruling  Consistory,  being  desirous  on  account  of  the  in- 
crease of  the  number  of  those  who  have  no  seats  in  our  church, 
to  take  the  advice  of  all  the  members  of  our  congregation  who 
have  heretofore  served  in  the  Consistory,  and  having  received 
the  same  on  the  3rd  of  February  last,  has,  on  this  12th  day  of 
the  same  month,  after  calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord,  considered 
the  matter  again,  and  unanimously  concluded  that  some  persons 
should  go  aroimd  and  ask  every  one  in  any  way  belonging  to  our 
congregation,  what  he  would  be  willing  to  give  for  himself,  or 
his  family,  for  the  building  of  a  new  church  on  a  proper  spot 
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Ecclesiastical  Records 


elsewhere  in  the  city,  or,  if  not  consenting  to  this,  what  he  would 
contribute  for  the  enlargement  of  the  old  church.  For  this  pur- 
pose, Mr.  John  Hardenbrook,  elder,  Mr.  Abram  Boele,  deacon^ 
and  Mr.  Abram  Yan  Vleck,  churchmaster,  were  appointed,  and 
accepted  the  office.  If  deemed  necessary,  the  Consistory  will  add 
others  to  the  number. 

Witness,  in  the  Tfame  of  the  Consistory, 

G.  du  Bois. 

In  token  that  the  above  named  members  of  Consistory  approve 
the  contents  as  here  written,  it  is  signed  in  their  own  hands  as 

tlius  confirmed. 

Dutch,  p.  138.     Liber  B.  59. 

Deputati  ad  bes  Exteeas  Report  on  T.  J.  Fbilinghuysew. 

1726.  Feb.  19th.  The  same  committee  further  reported  that 
all  matters  were  ready  in  respect  to  the  case  of  Rev.  Frilinghuy- 
sen,  and  that  they  were  only  waiting  for  a  ship  to  send  them  off, 
X.  258. 


Gov.  Subnet  to  Rev.  Mr.  Berkenmyeb  as  to  His  Right  to 
THE  Profits  of  the  Glebe  at  Quassaick,  N.  Y.,  March  1, 
1726. 

Litra.  C.  1.  His  late  Excellency  William  Burnet,  Favorlslng  the  Mlnr.  WIU. 
Christ.  Berkenmjer,  has  protected  him  In  the  serWce  of  Qnassalk,  self  hj  a 
Letter  Missive. 


Copla. 

Reverendo  Vlro  Domino  WIl- 
helmo  Chrlstophoro  Berkenmeljro 
GnlUemus  Burnet  S.  P.  D. 

Quoad  a^rum  In  Colonla 
Campensl  de  quo  video  litem  all 
quam  orlturam,  nil  allud  dlcam 
nisi  quod  Justltla  omnibus 
pateat  &  Controverslae  debent 
dlrlml  In  curlls  clvillbiis  se- 
cundum leges.    Llterae  Patentes 
nuper  datae  sunt,  ut  vocantur; 
qulbus  hoTes  certl   agrum  Istum 
pro  communl  bono  Ullus  colo- 
nlae  posident,  &  si  allqua  con- 
troversla  de  sensu  lllarum  llt- 
eramm  orlatur  coram  judlclbus 


Translation. 

To  the  Reverend  Minister 
Will.  Christ.  Berkenmljcr 
William  Burnet  Greeting 

Concerning  the  Olebe  in  the 
Country  which  as  I  see  will 
come  In  Proces,  I  shall 
speak  no  more,  than  that  the 
Justice  stands  open  for 
every  one;  and  the  Controver- 
sies are  to  be  dissolved  In 
the  Courts  of  Common  Law, 
after  the  Direction  of  the 
Law.    Letters  Patents,  as 
they  are  called;  are  newly 
given  by  which  certain  Fam- 
ilies do  possesse  such  Glebe 
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BttfiBrtnin  est.    Kon  ampllui 
Jniis  est,  nisi  fonan 

me  lis  yenlst,  quare  zdhll 
iebeo  de  Ula  re  Tel  afflrmare 


Datom  Calendls  Martll  Novae 
Bbofad  A.  a    MDCCXXVI. 


Land,  as  a  Common  Good  or 
for  the  Common  Best  of  tbe 
Colonie,  and  If  any  Disputes 
arrise  concerning  tbe  mean- 
ing of  these  Letters  Patents, 
the  Cause  must  be  brought 
before  the  Justices.    It 
stands  not  further  by  me,  if 
not,  can  be,  the  Cause  should 
come  unto  me,  for  which  Reason, 
I  ought -not  to  determine, 
or  to  dislike  anything  In 
the  Cause. 

Written  ye  Ist  of  March,  at 
New  York  A.  C.  1728. 
~  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  111.  pp.  354,  855. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Frilinghuysen. 

1726,  April  Ist.  Eegarding  the  case  of  Rev.  Krimpelman, 
the  Rev.  Committee  had  ascertained  nothing  in  addition.  Further 
they  reported  regarding  the  booklet  of  the  Converted  Jew,  Tin- 
dam,  that  they  had  made  arrangements  for  the  changes  which 
were  to  be  made  therein.  Also  the  case  of  Rev.  Frilinghuysen 
remains  recommended  to  them.     x.  261. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Resolution  of  the  State  Regarding 
the  age  of  those  Called  (to  the  Ministry.) 

1726,  May  6th.  Mr.  Vos,  Deputatus  Synodi,  handed  in  a  reso- 
lution from  their  Noble  Great  (Mightinesses)  touching  the  dis- 
pensation as  to  the  age  when  ministers  and  candidates  may  receive 
Calls.     It  read  as  follows : 

The  Hon.  Pensionary  Marcus  reported  to  the  Assembly  the 
marks  and  advice  of  the  Messrs.  the  Committee  of  their  jSToble 
Great  Mightinesses.  In  consequence  of,  and  in  compliance  with, 
their  Commissorial  resolution  of  the  11th  of  this  current  month, 
they  have  examined  the  petition  of  the  Burgomasters,  the  elders, 
ind  deacons  of  the  East  and  West  Blokkerhoude.  Their  church, 
having  been  deprived  of  their  regular  pastor  and  teacher  by  the 
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departure  of  Rev.  John  Eggers  to  Naerden,  the  petitioners,  in 
communication  with  each  other,  and  to  their  mutual  satisfaction, 
had  looked  about,  in  the  interest  of  their  church,  for  another 
minister.  The  said  elders  and  deacons,  after  gaining  consent  or 
permission  (hand  opening)  had  made  a  nomination  of  four  candi- 
dates. On  the  9th  of  Oct.  of  this  year,  the  church  of  East  and 
West  Blokkerhoude  had  called  by  the  42  votes  required,  (6,  4, 
and  3  votes?)  from  the  nominations  made,  the  Rev.  John  Benkel- 
man,  candidate,  of  Hoorn.  This  call  had  also  been  properly  pre- 
sented to  him.  The  said  Rev.  John  Benkelman,  would  have  liked 
to  accept  the  said  call  extended  to  him,  but  immediately  made 
known  to  the  petitioners,  that  he  had  become  only  twenty  one 
years  old  on  the  11th  of  last  March,  and  had  not  therefore,  at- 
tained the  age  required  by  the  resolution  of  their  Noble  Great 
Mightinesses  so  that  he  could  be  lawfully  ordained  and  admitted 
to  the  Sacred  Ministry  in  this  Province. 

But  concerning  the  eagerness  of  this  congregation  to  have  the 
said  Rev.  John  Benkelman  for  their  regular  pastor  and  teacher 
and  that  great  good  was  to  be  hoped  and  expected  from  his  labors; 
therefore  the  petitioners,  request  their  Xoble  Great  Mightinesses, 
by  virtue  of  their  sovereign  power  and  authority,  in  respect  to  the 
Rev.  John  Benkelman,  to  be  pleased  to  release  and  grant  a  dis- 
pensation to  him  from  this  law  of  minority.  Thus  he  might  be 
admitted  to  the  pastorate  of  East  and  West  Blokkerhoude.  The 
Classis  of  Hoorn  and  all  whom  it  may  concern  might  be  ordered 
also  not  to  prevent  or  refuse  the  call  made  on  the  said  Rev.  John 
Benkelman  on  account  of  his  minority,  but  to  recognize  him  in 
every  way,  even  as  if  he  had  attained  the  required  age. 

This  was  discussed.  It  was  also  taken  into  consideration  that 
the  said  John  Benkelman,  not  onlv  at  the  time  when  the  min- 
isterial  office  there  became  vacant  had  not  vet  reached  the  fuU 
age  of  twenty  two,  but  even  at  the  time  of  the  call,  still  lacked 
some  months  of  it.  It  was  therefore  resolved  and  understood 
that  the  (lisponi^ntinn  asked  for,  be  reiw^nX,  evew  ^^s*  \>cv^  ^^.Tc^'fe  vb 
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refofled  by  these  presents.     It  was  also  taken  into  consideration 
that  at  the  time  when  ministers  are  called  to  vacancies  of  the 
office  in  the  cities  which  have  a  vote  in  the  Legislature,  the 
Hague  included  among  them,   (such  ministers)  must  have  at- 
tained the  full  age  of  thirty;  and  in  the  other  cities  of  twenty 
seven;   and  in  the  country  of  twenty  five  years.     Ako  their 
Xoble  Great  Mightinesses  by  their  resolution  of  Feb.  25,  1679, 
decreed  that  no  dispensation  should  be  granted  from  such  ages. 
But  afterward,  by  their  resolution  of  Dec.  21,  1680,  they  de- 
creased the  age  at  which  ministers  could  be  called,  in  the  cities 
having  a  vote  in  the  Legislature,  including  the  Hague,  to  twenty  * 
seven;  in  the  other  cities  having  no  vote  in  the  Legislature,  to 
twenty  five;  and  in  the  country  to  twenty  two  years;  this  to  apply 
to  the  age  at  the  time  of  the  vacancy.     It  was  also  resolved  and 
understood,  that  from  this  time  forth;  no  dispensation  should  be 
granted  from  their  Noble  Great  Mightinesses  resolution  of  Dec. 
21,  1680,  but  that  every  one  must  strictly  regulate  himself  by 
this  resolution;  and  the  Pensionary  is  expressly  directed  thereby, 
not  to  submit  for  discussion  «any  proposals  for  a  dispensation 
frtHn  the  said  resolution;  nor  to  accept  any  petitions  or  remon- 
strances which  he  shall  know  to  have  the  said  purpose  in  view; 
nor   even   to    read   them   to   the   Assembly;    but    to    suppress 
(seponeren)  them,  or  give  them  back  again.     It  was  further  re- 
solved and  understood  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  shall  be  sent 
to  the  South  and  North  Holland  Synods,  to  be  recorded  by  them, 
and  also  to  each  Olassis,  with  the  order  to   guide   themselves 
strictly  thereby,     x.  264-266. 

Governor  Burnet  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

New  York,  June  2nd,  1726. 
Mj  Lords: 

On  the  23rd  of  May  last  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Popple  dated  Ist  of  Octo- 
ber 1725  containing  Your  Lordships'  commands  to  me  to  be  more  punctual  In  send- 
iac  Copjm  of  publlck  papers,  pnbllck  accounts,  and  all  proceedings  for  your  Lord- 
skips  Information  according  to  my  Instructions,  upon  the  several  heads  following 
to  cnch  of  which  I  will  make  what  answer  I  can  on  so  short  notice. 

The  Becaad  bead  la  the  Number  of  plantera  and  iDhabltants  and  A-CCOniitA  ot 
CmHatniDgm  mad  Burials,  etc.     I  bad  tbe  bonor  to  transmit   to   your  Lord&YiVpa  iiu 
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aecotuit  taken  by  the  Sheriffs  of  the  seyeral  Counties  of  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
ProTlnce  of  New  York,  In  my  letter  of  the  16th  of  December  1728,  where.  If  search 
be  made,  I  question  not  but  It  will  be  found.  I  will  prepare  the  like  abstract  of 
the  same  accounts  and  send  it  by  the  next  opportunity. 

I  would  have  then  ordered  the  like  accounts  to  be  taken  in  New  Jersey  but  I 
was  advised  that  It  might  make  the  people  uneasy,  they  being  generally  of  a  New 
England  Extraction  and  thereby  Enthusiasts:  and  that  they  would  take  it  for  a 
Repetition  of  the  same  sin  that  David  committed  in  numbering  the  people  and 
might  bring  on  the  like  Judgments.  This  notion  put  me  off  from  it  at  that  time, 
but  since  your  Lordships  require  it  I  will  give  the  orders  to  the  Sheriffs,  that  It 
may  be  done  as  soon  as  may  be. 

As  to  accounts  of  Christenings  and  Burials  I  dont  find  they  have  ever  beea 
kept  regularly,  and  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  bring  it  to  bear,  for  here  in 
New  York,  there  are  not  Church  of  England  Ministers  in  half  of  the  Countys  of 
the  Province,  and  there  are  many  Dutch  and  some  French  and  some  dissenting 
Ministers  that  baptise  and  bury,  some  of  which  keep  no  account,  as  I  have  been 
told,  and  others  that  perhaps  do  and  understand  no  English. 

In  New  Jersey  there  are  few  Church  of  England  Ministers,  several  dlssentiag 
Ministers  who  keep  no  accounts  and  many  Quakers  who  are  never  baptised  so 
that  such  an  Account  would  be  no  true  Estimate  of  the  people  there. 

—  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  V.  pp.  776,  777. 


ClaSSIS  of  Al^rSTERDAM. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Kev.   Cornelius  Van  Santvoord  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam^ 

June  14,  1726. 

Portf oUo  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i. 

(Addressed :)  Reverend,  Pious,  and  Learned  Gentlemen,  The 
Commissioners  on  Foreign  Affairs  for  the  Reverend  Classis  of 
Amsterdam.  « 

With  two  pamphlets. 

Staten  Island,  Jime  14,  1726. 

Reverend  Sirs  and  Brethren  in  Christ : — 

About  a  year  ago  there  was  issued  here  a  little  book, —  a  copy 
of  which  had  been  previously  sent  to  the  Rev,  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam,—  styled  a  "Complaint",  in  the  name  of  certain  members 
or  adherents  (lovers)  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  congregations  on 
the  Raritan.  Besides  containing  a  necessary  Preface,  this  Com- 
plaint was  fortified  by  a  "Declaration",  signed  by  four  of  our 
brethren.  In  the  Complaint  and  Preface  I  found  myself  men- 
tioned by  name,  but  not  with  commendation.     I  also  knew  myself 
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to  be  referred  to  in  the  Complaint,  which  was  not  pleasing  to  me 
(touched  me).     The  Declaration  also  did  not  honor  me  in  the 
so-called  Protest.     Deeming  myself  insnlted  thereby,  there  has 
also  been  published  here  something  in  my  defence,*  which  I  take 
the  liberty  of  sending  to  you.     Thus  may  your  Rev.  Classical 
Assembly  be  enlightened,  if  you  consider  it  worth  your  attention. 
I  can  indeed,  assure  you,  that  I  did  not  relish  either  the  trouble, 
or  the  expense  (of  this  book),  which  is  considerable  here;  nor 
would  I  have  troubled  you  with  it,  if  those  who  made  that 
**  Declaration  "  had  not  expressed  themselves  as  they  did.     And 
if  the  "  Complaint ",  fortified  with  that  "  Declaration  "  expressing 
their  sincere  meaning,  had  not  been  sent  to  the  Bev.  Assembly, 
neither  would  this  reply  of  mine  have  been  sent  over  to  you. 
For  who  ought  to  care  for  such  things,  which  everybody  here 
holds  in  contempt?     However,  if  I  kept  silence  now,  it  might 
be  said  to  be  an  acknowledgment  of  the  accusation;  or,  at  least, 
it  might  be  so  esteemed.     I  will  not  accuse  my  brethren,  nor 
demand  justice  upon  them.     Good  and  wholesome  peace  is  what 
I  aim  for  and  desire.     I  also  hope  that  you  will  have  confidence 
in  me  in  reference  to  what  I  say.     It  may  be  thought,  however, 
according  to  the  judgement  of  some,  that  all  the  expressions  in 
this  "Dialogue"  are  not  equally  proper.     We  are  human,  and 
we  are  all  of  like  passions,  one  with  another;  and  all  are  some- 
what blind  in  affairs  relating  to  ourselves,  no  matter  how  careful 
we  are,  nor  how   diligently  we   seek  to  remain   dispassionate. 
Oh !  that  peace  and  unity  might  come  to  exist  among  the  brethren, 
and  that  you  and  the  Eev.  Assembly  could  point  out  the  desired 
means!     I  conclude  with  the  prayer  that  the  Lord  God  may  be 
with  you,  and  abide  with  you  and  the  Rev.  Assembly,  and  bless 
your  ministry  and  deliberations  to  the  glory  of  His  Name,  and 
the  upbuilding  of  His  Eangdom. 

I  remain.  Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren  in  Christ, 

Your  servant  and  brother, 

C.  Van  Santvoord. 

*  A  Dialogue  between  Conslderans  and  Candldus,  1726. 
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Title  and  Pkeface  of  Van  Santvoobd's  Book. 

A  Dialogue,  Concerning  the  "Complaint"  of  the  People  of 
the  Baritan  (Valley) ;  Treating  of  the  Matters  which  have  in  that 
volume,  both  in  general  and  in  particular,  been  laid  to  the  charge 
of  Cornelius  Van  Santvoord,  Minister  on  Staten  Island.  To- 
gether with  a  Supplement,  in  behalf  of  the  Restoration  of  Peace. 
New  York.     Printed  by  J.  P.  Zenger,  1726. 

Information  for  the  Reader. 

The  author  of  this  Dialogue  felt  disposed  to  make  some  obee^ 
vations  in  regard  to  the  notorious  "  Complaint "  of  the  People 
of  Raritan,  which  was  supported  by  the  "  expositions  "  of  a  few 
Ministers.  He  therefore  went  to  work  on  the  subject  at  once 
(on  the  appearance  of  said  "  Complaint ".)  When  he  had  made 
some  progress,  he  came  across  another  book  —  "A  Dialogue  on 
Orthodoxy",  etc.  That  work  seemed  sufficient  to  deprive  the 
"Complaint"  of  all  its  power.  He  was  at  a  loss,  therefore, 
whether  to  go  on  with  his  own  work,  or  not,  for  he  did  not  wish 
to  do  over  again  what  had  already  been  done.  But  inasmuch  as, 
in  said  "  Complaint ",  bold  mention  was  made  of  certain  matters, 
as  positive  proofs  of  the  heterodoxy  of  the  Minister  at  Raritan; 
and  inasmuch  as  (it  was  asserted)  that  these  were  based  on  the 
intolerable  folly  or  the  wicked  partizanship  of  those  who  had  not 
joined  the  "  expounders  ",  he  again  took  up  his  pen. 

If  any  one  think  that  those  who  conduct  this  Dialogue  are  not 
always  in  an  assured  condition,  (lit. —  in  countenance,)  nor  always 
completely  vindicate  themselves,  let  him  attribute  this  to  want 
of  ability  in  the  author.  Should  they  speak  rather  earnestly,  and 
at  other  times  somewhat  lightly,  they  speak  thus  in  accordance 
with  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  topics  or  arguments  under 
consideration.  But  this  is  done  Avithout  the  intention  of  offend- 
ing anyone,  or  destroying  the  respect  which  is  due  him.  It  did 
indeed,  go  somewhat  against  the  grain  to  mention  certain  names, 
and  to  quote  certain  facts;  but  how  could  this  be  avoided  in  view 
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of  preceding  examples,  and  the  traits  of  those  who  call  a  boat,  a 
boat.  That  which  refers  to  Rev.  (Cornelius)  Van  Santvoord  in 
particular,  is  published  with  his  consent.  If  anyone  should  be 
pleased  on  that  account  to  attack  him,  he  wishes  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  he  intends  to  avoid  debate;  although  he  does  not  prom- 
ise that  he  will  allow  anyone  to  trample  his  reputation  under 
foot.  Let  every  one  read  this  Dialogue  dispassionately,  and  come 
to  an  opinion  in  accordance  with  truth,  and  in  love.  Use  it  unto 
edification.  Put  aside  all  perversions  of  facts;  for  in  order  to 
defend  the  facts,  a  Supplement  is  added.  And  pray  God  that 
he  would  enable  the  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  the  spirit  of 
harmony. 

[This  Dialogue  Is  Interesting,  but  too  long  for  publication.] 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Theodorus  Jacobus  Friling- 

huysen,  June,  1726.     xxviii.  247. 

Reverend,  Godly,  and  Highly  Learned  Sir,  and  Beloved  Brother : — 

Some  time  ago  there  was  placed  m  our  hands  the  little  book 
which  accompanies  this  letter,  styled  "Complaint  of  Certain 
Members  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  living  at  Raritans", 
etc.,  respecting  the  action  of  yourself  and  Consistory  towards 
these  Complainants,  who  are  the  authors  and  senders  of  the  same. 
This  complaint  was  laid  on  our  table  with  the  desire  that  we 
should  give  judgement  upon  it,  and  if  possible,  redress,  and  pre- 
vent all  irregularities  which  might  be  found  to  have  happened 
on  either  side. 

We  have  had  this  writing  examined  by  our  Committee.  It  is 
very  prolix  and  contains  many  things  worthy  of  no  attention; 
nevertheless  it  contains  evidences  of  great  divisions  and  estrange- 
ments in  your  churches,  whose  glory  should  be  Love  and  Peace. 
Also,  therein,  several  charges  are  made  against  you  personally. 
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or  in  connection  with  your  Consistories,  which,  if  true,  would 
prove  a  very  dictatorial  spirit,  and,  in  many  respects,  would  har- 
monize with  the  principles  of  those,  who,  imder  pretext  of  better 
church  discipline,  have  separated  themselves  from  the  commnmoa 
of  the  Reformed  Church. 

But  we  do  not  wish  to  decide  anything  concerning  any  of  theae 
charges  on  mere  ex  parte  evidence,  but  have  imanimously  dete^ 
mined  to  transmit  the  Complaint  to  you  that  you  make  your 
defence  concerning  the  same.  This  we  expect  you  to  do;  and 
while  we  easily  foresee  that  a  very  elaborate  defence  might  follow 
so  prolix  a  document;  and  many  things  might  intrude  themselves 
which  do  not  belong  to  the  essence  of  the  matter,  and  would  only 
delay  our  Assembly  in  her  manifold  duties;  therefore  be  pleased 
to  express  yourself  principally,  and  if  possible,  set  us  at  rest,  on 
the  following  points,  extracted  from  this  book,  such  as  have  ap- 
peared to  U9  to  be  most  important : 

Besides  several  examples  of  incautious  expressions  not  only  in 
the  pulpit,  but  in  pastoral  visitations  and  in  the  treatment  of  the 
sick,  to  be  found  on  pages  19,  99-101,  139,  140,  etc.,  and  the 
defence  of  Schuurman  in  his  affronts  towards  the  services  of 
Revs.  Du  Bois  and  Boel, —  Preface,  pp.  2  and  3  —  there  is  laid 
to  your  charge : 

1.  That  YOU  had  forbidden  Simon  Wvkhof  the  communion  on 
account  of  a  difficulty  which  he  had  with  a  woman  neighbor. 
Although  the  question  had  been  settled,  you  yet  refused  him  the 
communion  for  half  a  year;  even  then  saying  in  your  "  Peniten- 
tial Sermon",  that  ^^  there  were  yet  some  who  even  boldly  dared 
to  say,  etc.", —  page  20  —  at  end,  and  following  pages;  as  also  at 
the  beginning:  also  page  29,  below  the  middle  of  the  page;  "thus 
he  has  also  to  Simon  Wvkhof,  etc." 

2.  That  you  had  departed  from  the  Church-Order  in  the  elec- 
tion of  the  Consistory,  annotating  the  same  according  to  your 
own  option;  while  before,  every  male  member  might  nominate 
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whom  he  would, —  p.  21 — ;  that  you,  by  such  means,  had  caused 
to  be  chosen  a  certain  Fisser,  (Hendrick  Fisher,)  as  deacon,  who 
had  been  accused,  by  two  witnesses,  of  unchastity  with  a  married 
woman.  Upon  being  informed  of  this,  you  asserted  the  accusa- 
tion to  be  false;  page  22. 

•  

3.  That  you  had  without  reason,  and  without  the  advice  of 
elders,  suspended  from  the  commimion  the  wife  of  Jan  Teuniss; 
page  24. 

4.  That  you  had  not  invited  the  wife  of  Pieter  Bodyn  (to  com- 
munion), because,  as  you  said,  she  was  of  Claas  Haagman's 
people,  notwithstanding  the  protestations  of  the  woman,  etc. 

5.  That  you  wanted  to  demand  a  new  confession  (of  her  faith) 
from  the  wife  of  Michiel  Moor,  who  had  a  regular  certificate  of 
dismission;  and  that  you  frequently  said,  in  catechising, —  ap- 
parently with  reference  to  this  circumstance  —  that  one  ought 
always  to  be  ready  to  give  a  reason,  etc.  page  25;  and  that  also 
in  1725,  you  had  done  the  same  thing  to  one  Aarsdalen,  who  had 
previously  been  received  by  Eev.  Antonidcs;  pages  119,  134. 

6.  That  you  had  dcclinerl  to  baptize  the  child  of  Michiel  Moor, 
because  he  was  of  Claas  Haagman's  people;  that  subsequently, 
upon  baptizing  the  child,  you  had  not  said  "Amen";  that  also, 
although  you  long  held  the  certificate  of  said  Moor,  you  would 
not  finally  receive  him;  page  26. 

7.  That  you  had  treated  Schuurman  in  a  very  different  man- 
ner; that  he  was  never  proposed  to  the  church,  or  published  as  a 
member,  either  by  certificate  or  on  confession.     Idem. 

8.  That  vou  had  forbidden  Alvah  Blaauw  and  wife  to  teach 
their  children  the  "Our  Father  etc",  because  they  were  unre- 
generate  people  and  unworthy;  page  27;  which  act  Schuurman 
had  also  defended. 

9.  That  you  had  refused  baptism  to  genuine  Christian  children, 
who  were  a  year  or  two  old;  page  26;  and  had  said  that  you 
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would  not  admiBister  baptism  except  at  your  own  pleasme; 
page  51. 

10.  That  you  already  said,  upon  the  vessel  on  which  you  went 
over,  that  the  Revs.  Du  Bois  and  Boel  were  "  natural  ministers  '*, 
and  that  you  had  kept  silence  in  Holland,  that  you  might  not 
be  hindered  in  your  call  thither;  but  that  now  you  would  speak 
with  boldness,  and  notify  your  own  brotherhood  in  Holland,  and 
secure  those  of  your  own  sort  to  come  over;  page  54. 

11.  That  you  approved  of  a  certain  book  against  Rev.  (Joseph) 
Morgan,  in  which  the  use  of  the  Formulas  is  called  a  God-dis-* 
honoring,  and  dead  formalism;  pages  59,  60,  131. 

12.  That  you  incited  husband  and  wife,  parents  and  children 
against  one  another;  pages  80,  81. 

13.  That  you  said  that  the  wrath  of  God  was  so  kindled  against 
the  Church  that  the  children  could  not  believe;  page  99;  and  that 
once,  on  the  entrance  of  an  old  man  or  two  to  the  Catechising, 
had  said,  that  even  the  old  ones  come  to  the  Catechising,  to  offer 
their  old  corrupt  selves  to  God;  page  99,  end,  and  following. 

14.  That  you  had  acted  in  a  strange  manner  concerning  the 
Holy  Supper:  at  your  first  administration,  you  had  stood  still  a 
long  while,  and  had  then  beckoned  to  one  woman  to  come,  and 
then  to  another;  that  at  another  time  you  had  given  the  com- 
munion to  Schuurman  separately,  with  a  special  blessing,  which 
had  not  been  done  to  others;  that  at  another  time  you  had  first 
given  the  cup  to  some,  and  then  the  bread,  and  had  cast  reflections 
on  some  approaching,  saying,  that  natural  people  also  yet  dared 
to  approach  the  table;  page  101;  it  was  also  said  to  be  known 
world  wide,  that  during  your  residence  at  Raretans,  most  of  the 
members  of  the  Consistory-  had  not  received  the  Holy  Supper; 
page  40. 

■ 

15.  Further,  there  is  laid  to  your  charge  something  which  has 
grieved  us  most  of  all,  and  which,  whether  true  or  false,  one 
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eaimot  read  without  perturbation  of  heart;  and  that  is>  that 
both  in  public  and  at  home,  you  were  in  the  habit  of  frequently 
embracing  and  kissing  Schuurman;  page  109. 

16.  That  you,  cum  suis,  began  to  inflict  discipline  on  three 
cited  parties,  when  they  did  not  respond  to  three  successive 
citations;  and  also  on  Claas  Hageman,  whom  we  do  not  find  to 
have  been  cited  at  all;  and  that  you  also  published  these  suspen- 
sions, September  23,  1723.  As  presented  to  us,  it  appears  as 
if  these  people  were  not  only  suspended  for  contumacy,  but  also 
excommunicated  by  the  greater  ban,  being  now  entirely  cut  off, 
pp.  121,  143;  while  on  pages  6  and  121,  it  is  said  that  you,  by 
your  subscription,  recognize  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  as  the 
only  competent  judge;  by  whose  permission  alone  such  a  ban 
could  be  imposed,  according  to  Article  76  of  the  Church-Order. 

17.  W^  must  also  say  that  the  whole  method  of  procedure  — 
namely,  by  threatening  citations;  one  not  signed  by  you,  although 
the  other  was;  and  the  Consistory  not  convened  according  to 
ecclesiastical  requirement  for  the  second  citation,  although  this 
error  is  passed  over,  since  another  citation  was  made;  page  12;  — 
this  whole  method  of  procedure  does  not  appear  to  us  to  have 
been  in  order,  if  the  reports  concerning  them  are  fully  in  ac- 
cordance  with  truth. 

We  hope  you  will  be  able  fully  to  defend  yourself  against  all 
these  charges.  You  may  expect  that  we  will  examine  your  de- 
fence with  the  same  impartiality  as  we  have  done  the  accusation. 
We  will  seek  in  all  things  to  act  without  prejudice,  and  for  the 
best  edification  of  the  churches.  In  the  meantime  we  desire  to 
urge  you  very  earnestly,  and  to  exhort  you  in  the  Lord,  to  do 
all  in  your  power  to  prevent  further  estrangements;  and  to  do 
whatever  tends  to  peace  and  edification.  Eemember  that  zeal 
without  knowledge  cannot  be  acceptable  to  God,  and  often  spoils 
much  good.  Remedies  must  never  be  used  which  are  worse  than 
the  disease  itself.     To  these  ends  we  wish  you  a  rich  measure  of 
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the  spirit  of  wisdom,  of  prudence  and  counseL     We  anxiously 
await  your  answer,  Eeverend  Sir  and  Beloved  Brother, 

In  the  name  of  the  Classis, 

Henricns  Vos. 
Johannes  Hagelis. 
[See  Answer  in  letter  of  April  6,  1727.] 

CuLSSis  OF  Amstekdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Henricus  Boel,  June  1726. 

xxviii.  246. 

Reverend,  Godly  and  Highly  Learned  Sir,  and  Beloved  Brother : — 

Rev.  Mr.  Herman  Van  de  Wall  has  communicated  to  us  the 
contents  of  your  letter  to  him  respecting  the  disaffections  which 
have  arisen  in  the  churches  of  the  Raritan,  etc.,  and  the  request 
of  the  complaining  members  there,  that  we  would  take  the  mat- 
ter in  hand,  and  give  a  decision  concerning  the  same.  To  this 
end  he  has  also  handed  over  copies  of  the  little  book  which  have 
been  sent,  entitled  "  Con^laint  of  Certain  Members "  etc. 

We  have  noticed  with  much  sorrow  that  the  estrangements  in 
those  churches  are  already  very  great,  and  have,  therefore,  ex- 
amined the  "  Complaint "  with  the  more  carefulness.  We  indeed 
wish  that  it  had  not  been  so  prolix,  but  had  concisely  summed  up 
the  gist  of  the  matter,  omitting  many  little  circumstances,  avoid- 
ing repetitions  and  observations  which  do  not  belong  to  the 
essence  of  the  matter.  We  have,  however,  bestowed  proper  at- 
tention on  the  essential  points,  but  have  not  been  able  to  see  our 
way  clear  to  pronounce  a  definite  decision  in  the  case,  without 
first,  as  justice  and  equity  require,  hearing  the  defence  of  Rev. 
Frilinghuysen.  We  therefore  resolve  to  give  him  notice  of  these 
charges,  and  to  demand  his  defence.  We  have  therefore  sent 
him  a  copy  of  the  "  Complaint "  with  references  to  the  points  of 
accusation,  which  we  consider  worthv  of  attention. 


OF  THB  State  of  New  York.  2367 

We  communicate  this  to  yon  with  the  request  that  you  \vill 
acquaint  the  "  Complainants  "  of  our  action,  that  they  may  under- 
stand that  we  do  not  withdraw  ourselves  from  them,  but  wish  to 
do  nothing  without  having  heard  both  sides. 

In  the  meantime  we  trust  that  vou  and  the  other  brethren  in 
those  parts  will  strive  to  do  everything  possible,  that  these  fires 
of  strife  may  not  flame  up  higher,  but  may  rather  be  quenched. 

Herewith,  with  our  wishes  of  much  honor  upon  yourseK  and 

blessing  on  your  services, 

Hend.  Vos. 

Jobs.  Hagelis. 

Extract  from  a  Letter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Vesby  to  the  Society 
FOR  THE  Propagation  of  the  Gospel,  July  3,  1726. 

He  first  reqaests  an  assistant  in  place  of  Rev.  Wetmore,  who  had  removed  to 
Rje.  This  assistant  was  very  necessary  becaase  there  were  about  fourteen  hun- 
dred Indians  and  Negro  slaves,  and  the  number  was  daily  Increasing  by  births 

and  Importations  from  Ouiney  and  elsewhere **A  considerable  number 

of  these  Negroes  by  the  Society's  charity  have  been  already  instructed  in  the 
principles  of  Christianity,  have  received  holy  baptism,  are  communicants  of  our 
Chnrch  and  frequently  approach  the  Altar:  We  doubt  not  but  that  the  Society 
has  received  from  Mr.  Neau,  their  former  Catechist,  repeated  accounts  of  the 
Sreat  success  of  his  mission.  And  since  Mr.  Wetmore's  appointment,  we  have 
^th  great  pleasure  observed  on  Sundti.vs  upwards  of  an  hundred  English  children 
and  Negro  servants  attending  him  in  the  Church;  and  their  catecheticall  instruc- 
tions being  ended,  singing  of  Psalms  and  praising  God  with  great  devotion  ". 

Mr.  Tesey  refers  to  his  **  declining  age "  and  the  need  of  "  a  good  English 
preacher  of  such  a  clear  audible  voice  as  may  roach  our  large  Church  and  the 
ears  of  the  numerous  hearers  '*.  An  "  afternoon  sermon  "  by  such  a  preacher  he 
considered  absolutely  necessary  '*  in  this  populous  city,  a  place  of  considerable 
trade  and  resort  and  the  centre  of  America  ".  If  such  a  pious  and  learned  man 
**  has  an  inclination  to  teach  a  Latin  school  he  will  also  find  a  very  good  account 

in  the  discharge  of  his  duty" "  Were  it  possible  for  the  Society  to  have  a 

perfect  view  of  this  Infant  Church  planted  here  among  many  different  nations 
and  several  meeting  houses,  there  would  be  a  large  increase  of  interest  in  the 
work  **.—  Records  of  Trinity  Church,  1.  142.     Dix's  Hist  i.  202-3. 

Dutch  Church  of  "Nb-w  York. 

Manor  of  Fordham. 

July  13,  1726. 

Mr,  Cmger,  Mr.  Lefferts  and  Mr.  Jacobus  Roozeveld  were 
appointed  to  finish  completely  the  unsettled  matters  with  the 
lessees  of  the  Manor,  to  make  an  exact  statement  of  their  leases; 
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also  to  settle  with  those  who  are  now  living  on  the  Manor,  and 
have  not  yet  come  to  a  conclusion  with  the  Consistory.  These 
friends  shall  also  make  arrangements  with  any  others  who  may 
lease  on  the  Manor,  although  not  now  dwelling  there. 

Liher  B.  57. 

Dutch  Church  of  Nbw  Yobk. 

New  Church  Building. 

July  14, 1726. 

According  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Consistory  yesterday,  the 
Great  Consistory  met  to-day.  After  calling  on  God's  name,  it 
was  unanimously  Besolved,  That  the  ground  of  Mr.  Jameson 
should  be  purchased,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  second 
Church  edifice  for  our  congregation.  The  members  of  the  Great 
Consistory  having  retired,  the  Consistory  appointed  John  Harden- 
brook,  elder,  Abram  Boele,  deacon,  and  Abram  Van  Vleck, 
church-master,  who  already  had  been  a  committee  in  the  matter 
of  the  (second)  church,  to  purchase,  according  to  the  Great  Con- 
sistory's resolution,  the  designated  land  from  Mr.  Jameson,  and 
to  pay  for  it  out  of  the  Deacons'  Treasury.  They  accepted  their 
appointment,  and  on  the  15th  of  July,  Mr.  Abram  Boele  reported 
to  Do.  du  Bois,  that  the  ground  had  been  purchased  for  five  hun- 
dred and  seventy  five  pounds,  payable  in  three  years  as  will  far- 
ther appear  by  the  writings.     [This  was  the  site  at  Nassau  and 

Cedar  sts.] 

Liber  B.  61. 

Church  of  New  York. 

July  21,  1726. 

Consistory  held  again.  Not  only  was  the  proposed  purchase 
i^eed  upon,  but  Messrs.  Hardenbrook,  Boelen  and  Van  Vleck 
were  heartily  thanked  for  it.  The  writings  pertaining  thereto 
were  shown  to  the  Consistory  for  approval.  Resolved,  That  the 
three  above  named  gentlemen,  buyers  of  the  ground,  should  take 
the  opinion  of  Messrs.  Phillips  and  Bayard  thereon,  and,  accord- 
ing to  their  advice,  either  rest  in  the  writings  as  made,  or  see 
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that  the  necessary  alterations  were  put  in — the  Consistory  con- 

ndering  this  as  a  thing  finished. 

In  the  name  of  the  Consistory, 

G.  du  Bois,  p.  t.  Praeses. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Injury  done  to  Freerman. 

1726,  July  22nd.  The  same  gentleman  also  read  a  letter  from 
Key.  Freerman,  and  exhibited  a  pamphlet  in  his  own  defense, 
against  the  injustice  done  to  him  in  the  book  published  in  oppo- 
sition to  Rev.  Frelinghuisen  and  his  Consistory.  The  advice  of 
the  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  is  asked  thereon,     xi.  271. 

Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 

Aug.  29,  1726. 

Consistory  held.  Mr.  David  Jameson  delivered  all  the  papers, 
tod  the  deed  of  the  ground  bought  from  him,  and  it  was  unani- 
mously Resolved,  by  all  the  members  present,  that  the  first  por- 
tion of  the  money,  according  to  the  deed,  should  be  paid  to  Mr. 
Jameson  out  of  the  Deacons'  Treasury.  For  this  purpose,  one 
hundred  pounds  should  be  taken  out  of  the  church-chest  in  the 
care  of  Do.  du  Bois,  and  the  bonds  for  the  payment  of  the  rest 
of  the  money  should  be  sealed  by  the  committee  with  the  seal  of 
the  Church. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Consistory, 

Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  Praeses. —  Lib.  B.  61. 

1726,  July  30-Auoust   8.     Synod  of   North   Holland,  at 

Enkuiiysbn. 

Classical  Changes. 

Departure  for  the  West  Indies :  Rev.  Henricus  Koen  to  Aqua- 
quenonck. 

Rev.  Reinhard  Erikson,  to  New  Barbadoes,  (Hackensack), 
Schraalenbei^  and  Paramus. 
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1726. 

Extract  from  Records  of  Trinity  Church,  September  4. 

Records  i.  144. 

It  was  announced,  **  that  the  Society  (for  Propagating  the  Gospel)  had  been 
pleased  to  appoint  and  send  over  Rev.  Mr.  Colgau  for  the  Parish  of  Rye,  into 
which  Rev.  Mr.  Wetmore  had  already  been  called  and  inducted;  and  that  inas- 
much as  he  was  willing  and  desirous  to  officiate  in  said  parish  until  the  Society's 
further  pleasure  should  be  known  therein,  he  and  Mr.  Colgau  had  agreed,  that 
Mr.  Colgate  should  officiate  iu  Trinity  Church  in  his  stead,  until  such  time  as 
they  should  receive  further  orders  from  the  Society;  and  the  said  Mr.  Colgan  alio 
appearing  before  this  Board,  and  declaring  his  assent  thereto,  and  approved  of 
accordingly,  and  it  was  thereupon  ordered  that  a  letter  be  writt  to  the  Venerable 
Society,  desiring  them  to  appoint  the  said  Mr.  Colgan  to  officiate  here  in  the  8tc«d 
of  Mr.   Wetmore,    if  they  had   not   already   been   pleased   to  appoint   some   other 

person  "  while  a  subscription  paper  was  to  be  *'  carried  about  for 

Mr.  Colgan  *'. 

On  April  11,   1727,  Rev.  Mr.   Colgan  was  duly  appointed  to  the  Parish. —  Dix*8 
Hist  Trinity  Ch.  i.  204. 

Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 

Sept.  22,  1726. 

The  Consistory  unanimously  Resolved,  That  the  above  men- 
tioned committee  of  three  (July  13,  1726)  shall,  since  some  per- 
sons on  the  Manor  refuse  to  sign  the  leases,  summon  them  at  a  fit 
time  before  them,  by  Mr.  Isaac  Kip,  and  demand  that  they  imme- 
diately sign  the  leases;  if  they  refuse,  they  shall  go  off  the  land, 
and  it  shall  be  leased  to  others.  Said  committee  shall  finish  mat- 
ters with  the  lessees  on  the  Manor. 

N.  B.  The  speedy  execution  hereof,  was  hindered  by  the  new 
charge  laid  on  the  Manor  by  the  people  of  Westchester.  Upon 
this,  the  people  collected  information  how  to  cause  this  to  be 
paid  by  the  lessees.  Their  conclusion  is  given  below.  Mean- 
while the  tax  is  now  paid  by  the  Consistory. —  Dutch,  p.  56. 
Liber  B.  57,  59. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1726,  Sept.  22.  A  call  was  presented,  by  their  Messrs.  High 
Mightinesses  (the  States  General)  on  Rev.  Martin  Henry  Xieuw- 
poort,  S.  S.  Ministerii  Oandidatus,  to  the  church  at  Constanti- 
nople.    The  Rev.  Classis  having  seen  the  instrument  thereof,  as 
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well  as  the  candidates  certificates,  approved  the  said  call,  and  so 
far  as  the  Classis  is  concerned  therein,  made  it  an  ecclesiastical 
act.  The  request  of  the  candidate,  that  he  may  be  examined 
finally  to-day,  was  also  granted,     x.  275. 

Indian  Affairs. 

1726,  Sept.  22nd.  The  affair  of  the  pamphlet  of  Eev.  Freer- 
man,  still  remains  recommended  to  the  Committee  ad  res  Exteras. 
These  have  also  made  known  that  they  had  received  a  pamphlet 
written  by  Eev.  Cornelius  Santvoort,  minister  on  Staten  Island, 
entitled  "Dialogue  on  the  Complaint  of  the  Raritan  people", 
with  a  letter  to  the  committee,  in  addition,  tending  to  his  justifi- 
cation from  the  charges  of  the  said  Complainants.  The  Classis 
refer  these  matters  to  the  Eev.  Committee  ad  res  Exteras  in 
order  to  serve  them  if  possible  at  the  next  Classis  with  a  report 
(pre-advice.)     x.  277. 

(Letter  from  Earitan.) 

1726,  Sept.  22nd.  There  was  also  read  by  him  an  extract  from 
a  letter  written  by  the  aggrieved  (doleerende)  members  of  Eev. 
Frilinghuysen^s  church  at  Earetans,  authors  of  the  Complaint, 
(klagte)  sent  over  to  the  Classis.  Thereon  a  report  (pre-advice) 
is  likewise  expected  from  the  Deputies,     x.  277. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1726,  Sept.  22nd.  The  Eevs.  Gerardus  Culenkamp  had  been 
called  to  Nieuw  Loosdrecht;  Albertus  Verburg,  to  the  East  In- 
dies; Martin  Henry  Nieuwpoort,  to  Constantinople;  and  Nicholas 
Saludanus,  to  Suriname.  After  having  preached,  the  first,  on 
Bom.  5 : 2,  the  second,  on  2  Tim.  2 :  19,  last  clause;  the  third,  on 
John  14 :  6 ;  the  fourth,  on  Eom.  5 : 8,  they  were  questioned  by 
Rev.  Examiner  Heemstede  upon  the  most  important  articles  of 
Sacred  Theology,  and  gave  so  much  satisfaction  by  their  answers, 
in  the  presence  of  the  Messrs.  Deputati  Synodi,  that  they  were 
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admitted  to  the  Holy  Office  of  preaching,  and  the  administration 
of  the  Sacraments;  but  not  until  after  they  had  declared  them- 
selves to  be  orthodox,  as  regards  the  opinions  of  Prof.  Roel,*  and 
had  signed  the  Formulae  of  Concord;  and  after  Rev.  Culenkamp 
had  taken  the  oath  of  purging.  They  also  agreed  to  conduct 
themselves  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Synod  of 
North  Holland,  1726,  regarding  the  reading  of  the  three  ques- 
tions in  the  Formula  for  the  Baptism  of  Children.  Thereafter, 
the  three,  called  to  the  churches  in  foreign  lands,  were  installed 
in  their  respective  offices,     x.  278. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Indian  Affairs  (Raretan). 

1726,  Oct.  7th.  The  report  (pre-advice)  on  the  affairs  of  Rare- 
tan  is  as  follows:  1.  With  respect  to  the  letter  written  by  the 
Complainants,  with  the  cognizance  of  Revs.  Du  Bois,  Antonides, 
Boel  and  Vas,  the  Committee  are  of  the  following  opinion: 
(a.)  As  to  the  principal  matter  contained  therein,  that  it  ought 
to  be  answered  nomine  Classis.  The  Classis  can  make  no  reply 
to  their  letters  imtil  they  have  received  an  answer  from  Rev. 
Frilinghuysen,  on  the  points  of  accusation  sent  in  against  him. 
To  these,  no  reply  could  yet  have  reached  us. 
(b.)  Nevertheless,  some  remarks  ought  to  be  made  on  their  letter, 
for  their  better  instruction ;  for  they  do  not  recognize  the  ClassiB 
as  a  competent  judge,  but  only  as  an  adviser;  and  have  taken  upon 
themselves  to  close  one  and  another  church. 

(c)  Since  this  letter  was  written  with  the  knowledge  and  con- 
sent of  the  ministers  aforesaid,  these  also  should  be  written  to; 
and  they  should  be  recommended  : 

1.  To  make  every  effort  among  these  people  that  may  be  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  them  with  more  temperate  and  peaceable  ideas. 

2.  To  dissuade  them  from  the  ideas  that  the  churches  of  New 

•  The  ministers  comlnp  to  America  were  from  this  time  required  to  reject  the 
errors  of  Prof.   Boel,  and  subsequently  of  Dr.  Bel^ker.     This  is  the  first  allosioD 

to  this. 
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Netherland  are  independent,  and  not  subject  to  the  judgement 
of  the  Classis;  nor  consequently  to  any  Synod;  as  likewise  from 
the  idea  that  the  Classis  was  only  their  adviser,  of  whom  counsel 
mi^t  occasionally  be  sought. 

3.  To  instruct  them  that  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  does  not  pay 
80  much  attention  to  the  language  of  evil  speaking  persons,  that 
they  should  deem  it  necessary  to  send  over  in  their  defense  ex- 
tracts referring  to  the  appointment  of  Rev.  Frilinghuysen. 

To  Rev.  Freerman  the  committee  will  write  suo  nomine, 
1.  That  his  pamphlet  has  been  received,  but  they  notice  with 
grief  great  boastfulness  therein,  and  but  little  that  is  of  material 
importance;  not  to  speak  of  many  unseemly  terms  of  vitupera- 
tion; and  that  they  have  derived  little  information  therefrom. 

2.  The  committee  will  recommend  that  he  admonish  the  Rev. 
Frilinghuysen  to  thoughts  of  greater  moderation,  and  to  a  proper 
dearing  of  himself  from  the  accusations  against  him;  that  he 
(Freeman)  do  not  further  foment  this  fire  of  dispute,  as  he  has 
already  done  by  this  pamphlet,  but  that  he  abstain  from  vitupera- 
tion and  vehemence,  and  that  he  let  more  modesty  shine  in  his 
actions. 

3.  That  in  reference  to  the  minister  openly  accused  by  him  of 
Sekkerism,  pp.  62,  63,  on  the  supposition  in  all  this,  that  he  is 
writing  in  accordance  with  truth,  and  not  in  passion,  and  vehe- 
mence, that  he  proceed  in  an  orderly  manner,  according  to  the 
constitution. 

4.  To  ask  him  nomine  Classis,  what  he  means  by  his  own,  and 
the  Rev.  Bartholdt's  approval  of  the  book  of  Rev.  Frilinghuysen ; 
in  what  manner  and  on  what  grounds  such  approval  is  proclaimed; 
inasmuch  as  the  examining  and  approving  of  books  is  the  province 
of  Classis,  but  not  of  private  ministers.     Also, 

1.  To  notify  Rev.  Sandvoort  that  his  pamphlet  has  been  received; 
that  it  were  desirable  that  so  much  agitation  had  not  been  made, 
and  so  slight  an  occasion  had  not  been  sought  for  publication, 
especially  if  done  in  so  confused  a  manner. 
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2.  To  recommend  him  to  keep  quiet,  and  to  admonish  Eev.  Fri- 
linghuysen,  cum  suis,  to  moderation  and  a  proper  defense.  This 
report  or  reports,  (pre-advice,  or  pre-advices)  the  Classis  adopted 
and  changed  into  a  resolution  of  Classis,  thanking  their  Deputies 
for  their  well  directed  endeavors,     x.  281-283. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Honorable  Peter  Du  Mont,  Symon 
Wykhof ,  Hendrick  Vroom  and  Daniel  Seberingh,  October  7, 
1726.     xxviii.  253. 

Beloved  Brethren: 

Some  little  time  ago  there  came  to  our  Classis  a  letter,  signed 
by  you,  with  the  knowledge  and  endorsement  of  the  RevB. 
Du  Bois,  Antonides,  Boel  and  Vas,  which  endorsement  was  dated 
November  2nd  1725.  According  to  your  own  statement,  this 
should  have  been  transmitted  at  the  same  time  as  your  book,  styled 
the  Klaghte,  (or  Complaint),  etc.;  and  which  indeed  a  letter 
might  well  have  accompanied.  But  Classis  was  unwilling  to  make 
a  point  of  this,  if  thereby  they  might  the  sooner  help  you.  Your 
accusations,  were  extracted  from  that  book  of  Complaint  about 
three  quarters  of  a  year  ago,  and  would  have  been  sent  at  once 
with  the  book,  to  the  Eev.  Frilinghuysen,  for  his  defence;  but 
for  lack  of  opportunity  this  could  only  be  done  in  June  of  this 
year,  or  somewhere  there  about. 

That  which  you  make  known  more  particularly  in  this  letter 
as  confirmatory  of  your  charges  against  Eev.  Frilinghuysen,  the 
Classis  accepts  as  a  Notification,  and  will  therefore  take  up  the 
treatment  of  the  case  in  principale;  but  she  cannot  give  answer 
to  the  questions  proposed  by  you,  before  she  receives  and  impar- 
tially considers  the  defence  of  the  accused,  which  we  have  de- 
manded of  him  in  the  name  of  the  Classis.  You  will  therefore 
be  pleased  to  exercise  patience  till  then. 
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We  have  only  now  to  tell  you,  in  the  name  of  Classis,  without 
leferring  to  the  principal  matter,  that  it  seems  very  strange,  as 
yon  report  in  your  letter,  that  you  attempted  to  shut  up  your 
own,  and  another  church,  but  which  was  afterward  again  occu- 
ped  by  your  pastor.     The  Classis  considers  this  a  most  disorderly 
proceeding,  resembling  very  much  the  conduct  of  those  who  desire 
to  be  their  own  judges,  and  recognize  no  one  else.     This  appears 
aD  the  stranger,  because  done  before  you  had  asked  or  received 
iny  judgement  of  the  Classis  in  the  case,  and  so  done  only  upon 
your  own  authority.     You  have  had  evil  counselors  in  this  mat- 
ter.   We  counsel  you,  therefore,  to  keep  yourselves  from  such 
things  in  the  future,  and  rather  consider  what  may  tend  to  dimin- 
ish these  fiery  contentions,  than  to  intensify  them  by  such  hos- 
tilities.    Such  conduct  prepares  a  sure  way  for  the  entire  loss  of 
Ae  liberty  of  your  churches;  and  must  also  be  a  great  offence  to 
Ae  people.     Wait  until  Classis  shall  be  able  to  give  her  judge- 
aent  on  the  main  issue. 

Tour  special  care  also  not  to  recognize  the  Classis  under  her 
pitqper  title  and  relation,  as  the  Competent  Judge,  but  only  as 
yoitt  adviser,  seems  very  remarkable  to  us.     We  trust  that  you 
do  not  imply  thereby  that  you  consider  yourselves  independent. 
The  Church-Order  of  the  Synod  of  Dort  recognizes  no  independ- 
Git  churches  or  members.     We  have  expressed  our  opinion  on 
this  subject  at  greater  length  in  a  letter  to  your  correspondents 
and  endorsers.     We  trust  they  will  allow  themselves  to  be  better 
informed  on  this  subject,  and  also  infuse  into  you,  other  senti- 
ments on  this  point.     To  this  letter  we  refer  you.     Herewith 
eommending  you  to  God  and  the  Word  of  his  Grace  and  praying 
that  you  may  have  the  liberty  and  unity  of  the  Spirit,  we  remain, 
Beloved  Brethren, 

Your  Most  Affectionate  Brethren  in  Christ, 

Joh.  Hagelis,  Ecc.  Amst.  Deput  ad  res 

exteras,  h.  t.  Praeses. 
Joh.  Gresewyn  Ebert  Alstein, 

Ecc.  Amst.  Dep.  ad  res.  ext.  h.  t.  Scriba* 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Indian  Affairs  (Raretan). 

1726,  Oct.  28th.  There  were  also  read  by  them  (the  Deputies) 
two  letters,  one  to  the  aggrieved  party  at  Earitan,  and  the  other 
to  the  ministers  of  New  York.  These  were  approved  by  the 
Classis,  and  the  Rev.  Deputies  were  again  thanked,  and  requested 
to  despatch  them  forth,     x.  285. 

Rules  for  Sabbath  Observance  at  x\lbany. 

1726,  Nov.  10.  And  be  it  farther  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid*  that  one 
of  the  constables  of  the  three  wards  of  this  city  do  by  turns  successlyely  on  tke 
Lords  Day  in  the  time  of  Divine  service  walls  through  the  several  streets  and  lanes 
of  this  city  with  his  stafT  to  prevent  disorders  or  irregularities  and  noise  espedally 
near  ye  church,  on  penalty  not  exceeding  six  shillings  for  every  person  abOTe  ye 
age  of  fifteen,  and  on  penalty  not  exceeding  nine  pence  for  every  person  from  ye 
age  of  eight  to  fifteen  for  each  default,  for  ye  behoof  of  ye  sheriff  or  constablt 
who  shall  give  information  of  ye  defaulters. 

And  be  it  further  ordained  by  ye  authority  aforesaid,  that  such  of  ye  constable! 
who  shall  be  remiss  or  negligent  in  putting  this  ordinance  in  execution  shall  fll>^ 
felt  for  every  offence  twenty  shillings  for  the  behoof  of  ye  sheriff. —  MunaeU'i 
Annals  of  Albany,  Vol.  ix.  p.  15. 

CHASSIS  OF  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Du  Bois,  Antonides,  Boel  and 

Vas,  December  1st  1726.     xxviii.  265. 

To  the   Reverend   Godly  and  Highly  Learned   Gentlemen,   G. 
Du  Bois,  V.  Antonides,  H.  Boel  and  P.  Vas. 

Reverend  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren : — 

This  letter  serves  as  an  accompaniment  to  the  enclosed,  which 
we  request  you  to  present  to  the  Complainants  at  Raretans,  being 
an  answer  to  their  letter  to  our  Rev.  Classis,  written  with  your 
knowledge,  and  dated  N^ovember  2,  1725.  Hereby  the  Classis 
declares  itself  not  to  be  able  as  yet,  to  answer  the  questions  pro- 
pounded in  said  letter, —  so  far  as  they  respect  the  principal  mat- 
ter between  the  Complainants  and  Rev.  Frilinghuysen  —  so  long 
as  she  has  not  received  the  defence  of  Rev.  Frilinghuysen,  which 
has  not  yet  arnved,  because  the  Classis  eowld  not  send  off  their 
letter  to  him  before  June  last. 
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In  the  meantime  we  cannot  help  expressing  our  surprise  at 
several  things  appearing  in  that  letter.  The  first  respects  the 
shutting  up  of  churches  originally  cared  for  by  these  very  Com- 
plainants. The  Eev.  Classis  regards  this  as  a  very  disorderly 
procedure,  and  not  showing  a  spirit  of  gentleness.  Without 
doubt,  you  will  be  doing  well  to  rebuke  those  people  for  such 
conduct,  and  to  warn  them  against  all  similar  flagrant  acts  in  the 
future;  for  such  acts  can  produce  nothing  but  offence,  and  con- 
tempt of  our  church  government  among  other  people,  and  would 
pave  the  way  for  the  churches  to  lose  their  liberty. 

Secondly,  the  Classis  has  not  been  able  to  refrain  from  observ- 
ing how  anxious  the  Complainants  are,  and  that  too  with  your 
knowledge  and  approval,  to  show  their  unwillingness  to  recognize 
the  Rev.  Classis  under  the  title,  and  in  the  relation,  of  Competent 
Judge.  On  the  other  hand  they  simply  address  us  as  an  advisory 
Assembly,  and  that,  too,  after  they  have,  by  shutting  up  these 
churches,  taken  the  matter  in  their  own  hands.  What  reasons 
are  hidden  behind  all  this,  we  can  hardly  conjecture.  Is  it  pos- 
sible that,  in  case  the  decision  of  the  Classis  were  not  agreeable 
to  them,  they  would  still  retain  the  liberty  of  not  submitting  to 
such  decision,  but  would  go  before  a  secular  tribunal,  as  the 
Preface  of  this  Complaint  indicates.  But  whatever  the  result 
may  be,  such  expressions  always  seem  to  us  to  have  the  appear- 
ance of  assuming  independence;  which  is  something  not  to  be 
recognized  by  the  Netherland  churches. 

It  is  said  that  Classis  is  not  bound  bv  its  title,  and  —  mark  it 
well  —  by  its  position  among  churches  under  another  (civil) 
power.  But  by  such  a  style  of  argument  the  New  York  churches 
could  be  withdrawn  altogether  from  the  supervision  and  control 
of  our  Rev.  Classis,  and  from  under  the  control  of  all  Synodical 
Assemblies,  as  well  as  from  Classical,  in  this  land,  lest  they  should 
offend  those  other  powers.  But  the  authors  of  that  letter  do 
themselves  furnish  the  solution  of  that  difficulty,  by  saying,  in 
conclusion,  that  the  letters  of  privilege  (the  charters)  granted 
by  the  New  York  government  to  the  Dutch  churches,  order  that 
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the  same  shall  regulate  themselves  according  to  the  Synod  of 
Dort.  Now  the  entire  Church-Order  of  that  Synod  is  built  up 
upon  the  foundation  of  the  subordination  of  church  members  to 
Consistories;  of  these  to  Classes;  and  of  these  to  the  Synod,  as 
you  very  well  know. 

And  why  indeed  should  the  Classis  not  give  a  judicial  decision, 
but  only  advice?  And  among  other  things,  concerning  these  in 
particular:  Whether  the  Rev.  Frilinghuysen  is  to  be  tolerated 
as  an  orthodox  minister  in  the  Netherlands  Church?  and  conse- 
quently, whether  the  accusations  of  the  Complainants  which  are 
brought  against  him,  who  is  a  pastor  belonging  to  this  Classis 
and  in  union  with  the  general  body  of  the  same, —  whether  their 
accusations  are  well-founded  and  legal,  and  that  therefore  the 
accusers  and  complainers  are  to  be  praised  and  justified?  or 
whether  the  accusations  are  unfounded,  and  the  accusers  are  to 
be  rebuked,  condemned  and  severely  censured?  Who  can  sup- 
pose in  such  a  case  that  the  Rev.  Classis  does  not  occupy  the  posi- 
tion of  Competent  Judge?  and  that  their  decision  of  the  case 
should  not  be  regarded  by  the  accusers  as  something  far  higher 
than  mere  ecclesiastical  advice?  These  accusers  are  members  of 
Frilinghuysen's  church.  If  the  Classis  is  in  such  a  matter  only 
an  adviser,  who  then  is  the  judge? 

We,  indeed,  know  that  the  Classis  has  no  power  to  carry  out  its 
decisions,  and  to  enforce  them  in  particular  cases,  against  those 
subject  to  a  foreign  power.  But  this  does  not  take  away  our 
right  to  pronoimce  a  decisive  judgement  in  a  matter  of  such  a 
nature,  and  to  which  both  parties  are  bound  to  submit;  and  this, 
moreover,  not  as  to  an  inipai'tial  and  well-founded  piece  of  ad- 
vice; but  as  to  an  ecclesiastical  decision,  in  consequence  of  subor- 
dination to  Church-Order,  which  all  are  bound  to  recognize. 

Heretofore,  in  another  case,  it  was  considered  strange  to  you, 
that  Classis  gave  no  decisive  judgement.  That  does  not  well  har^ 
monize  ^vith  this  present  claim,  endorsed  with  your  names,  and 
having  your  approval.     We  therefore  judge  it  only  fair  that  you 
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reconsider  your  conduct,  and  inspire  the  writers  of  that  letter  with 
other  opinions. 

It  also  seems  to  us  that  the  Classis  was  not  exactly  pleased 

with  those  hateful  expressions  which  in  that  letter  are  hurled 

in  her  face  —  yet  as  if  said  by  others  —  that  she  has  nieces  and 

nephews;  and  it  is  only  of  her  grace  that  any  of  them  are  sent 

here.     We  do  not  think  that  the  Classis  was  much  disturbed  by 

such  language  of  evil-speaking  persons, —  who  would  also,  when  it 

came  to  the  test,  deny  their  utterances,  as  is  generally  the  case 

with  such  people, — that  she  deems  it  necessary,  for  her  defence, 

to  transmit  the  extracts  concerning  the  appointment  of  Freling- 

huysen.     You  are  also  well  aware  that  the  sending  of  any  one 

to  the  foreign  field  is  not  generally  considered  a  particular  mark 

of  favor  to  them. 

It  grieves  us  to  the  soul  to  perceive  the  great  divisions  and 
grievous  disputes  which  exist  in  the  church  of  Earitans,  and  which 
are  only  too  evident  to  us;  on  the  one  side,  from  the  Complaint 
(against  Frelinghuy sen) ;  and  on  the  other,  from  the  prolix  and 
one-sided  books  of  the  Eevs.  Freeman  and  (Van)  Zantwoord, 
which  have  been  published  in  opposition  to  said  Complaint,  and 
also  placed  before  us.  To  these  writers  also,  we  have  given  notice 
by  letter,  of  our  righteous  sorrow  and  dissatisfaction,  concerning 
these  violent  and  spreading  disputes,  and  the  party-spirit  excited 
thereby.  We  have  exhorted  them  as  well  as  yourselves  to  more 
pacific  thoughts  and  sentiments. 

May  the  Lord  be  merciful  to  his  churches,  and  may  he  grant 
that  peace  may  perpetually  reign  in  our  own.  In  closing,  we 
commend  you  to  God  and  the  Word  of  his  grace.  We  remain 
Eev.  Sirs  and  Brethren, 

Your  aflfectionate  and  obedient  Brethren  in  Christ, 

John  Hagelis,  Ecc.  Amst.  Dep.  ad  res  exteras.  h.  t.  Praeses. 

John  Goesero,  Clerk,  p.  t.  and  Ecc.  Amst.  Dep.  ad  res  exteras. 
Amsterdam, 

Dec.  1, 1726. 
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P.  S.  Since  writing  the  present  letter,  certain  others  have  just 
turned  up  from  your  regions,  wherein  we  find  a  different  style 
of  expression  in  regard  to  the  decisions  of  our  Key.  Classis,  of 
which  we  give  you  some  extracts : 

Extract  of  a  letter  written  to  our  Classis  from  New  York, 
December  15, 1698. 

"Although  our  church  is  now  under  his  Royal  Majesty  of 
Great  Britain,  nevertheless  we  are  not  thereby  cut  off  from  your 
Church  (of  Holland)  nor  from  ecclesiastical  correspondence  with 
you.  Our  different  parties,  as  appears  from  No.  18,  appeal  to 
the  judgement  of  your  Classis,  which  is  made  the  Competent 
Judge.  We  are  content  with  your  decision,  for  the  sake  of 
peace,  etc.,  etc.^' 

Signed  by  Henricus  Selyns,  Pastor,  and  by  four  elders. 

Extract  of  a  letter  written  to  our  Classis  from  New  York 
April  24, 1700. 

"We  the  undersigned,  entrusted  with  God's  Church,  and  never 
having  experienced  any  dispute  in  our  church  or  consistory,  be- 
seech you  that  you  will  take  pity,  and  spend  a  few  hours  to  for- 
mulate some  resolution,  or  to  pronounce  some  sentence,  after  the 
resumption  of  allegiance,  etc.,  etc." 

Signed  by  Henry  Selyns,  Pastor,  and  by  eleven  members  of  the 
Church. 

Extract  from  a  letter  of  the  Consistory  of  Schoonectade,  dated 
September  4,  1700,  without  mention  of  place. 

"  But  seeing  that  we  are  all  ministers  who  have  been  delegated 
by  the  Consistory  and  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  so  are  members 
of  one  and  the  same  Classis;  we  are  therefore  bound,  in  this  view, 
to  recognize  your  ecclesiastical  Assembly  as  our  Competent  Judge, 
to  whom  we  are  bound  to  refer  all  our  church  disputes.  There- 
fore  we  can  recognize  no  one  as  belonging  to  that  corporation, 
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except  those  who  recognize  the  same  Classis  as  the  one  to  which 
our  church  difficulties  must  be  referred." 

Signed,  Henricus  Selyns, 

Gualterus  Du  Bois. 

Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  B.  Freeman,  December 

Ist  1726.     xxviii.  269. 

Reverend  and  Much  Loved  Brother : — 

We  duly  received  your  letter  of  April  27th  of  the  present  year, 
with  the  enclosed  book*  which  you  have  written  in  your  own 
defence,  against  certain  assertions  made  in  the  book  styled  ^'  The 
Complaint,  etc.''  "We  have  taken  the  trouble  to  peruse  your  book, 
but  to  tell  you  the  truth,  with  very  little  satisfaction,  because  so 
little  appears  therein  to  the  point.  Besides,  partizanship  shows 
itself  on  every  page;  while  the  improper  and  coarse  vituperative 
expressions  which  frequently  met  us,  were  an  offence  to  us,  and 
eould  tend  only  to  embitter  the  minds  of  the  other  side.  We 
think  that  by  this  publication,  you  have  only  further  fomented 
the  quarrel,  instead  of  doing  something  to  extinguish  it.  We 
must  also  say  that  we  have  gotten  but  little  light  therefrom,  in 
regard  to  the  principal  matter  of  dispute.  You  would  have  won 
our  esteem  if  you  had  exhibited  any  evidences  of  the  ending  of 
this  difficulty,  or  if  you  had  conducted  your  defence  with  some 
order,  modesty,  and  adherence  to  the  point.  You  will  now  do 
well,  if  in  every  possible  way,  you  shall  seek  to  bring  the  Rev. 
Frelinghuysen  with  his  friends,  to  moderate  and  peaceful 
thoughts,  and  to  his  presentation  of  a  proper  defence  against  the 
accusations.  We  recommend  you  not  to  stir  up  this  flame  any 
more,  as  you  have  done,  but  to  refrain  from  the  use  of  all  vitu- 
perative and  violent  language,  and  to  let  modesty  shine  forth  in 
all  your  conduct.  

•  The  title  U  "  Verdedldlng  ",  or  **  Defence  against  the  Church  of  Raretan,  1726." 
Utto.pp.  120. 
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Especially  did  it  seem  to  us  deplorable,  that  you  should  hai 
openly  accused  some  one^  and  as  it  seems,  a  ministeri  of  ht 
doxy,  pp.  62,  63.  Oh  that,  in  all  these  things,  the  assertion 
be  according  to  truth,  and  not  done  in  passion  and  violence, 
you  have  absolute  certainty  as  to  this,  you  know  very  well  thii^ 
such  a  charge  must  be  conducted  in  a  different  manner;  must  bft 
regularly  brought  forward  before  the  right  tribunal.  If  the  facta 
are  as  intimated,  we  recommend  you  to  pursue  this  course. 

We  have  indeed  informed  classis  of  the  receipt  of  your  bodk^ 
but  as  not  belonging  to  her  province,  she  has  made  no  remaiia^ 
thereon.     But  the  Classis  charges  us  to  submit  to  you  the 
tion  and  to  demand  information  from  you  and  Bev.  Bartholf,  tali 
which  we  now  do  in  the  name  of  the  Classis,  as  to  the  approbttiotj 
which  you  have  given  to  a  certain  book  of  Bev.  FrelinghajBeB.] 
In  what  manner  and  on  what  grounds  did  this  take  place;  for  the ^ 
examination  and  approbation  of  books  are  duties  belonging  to 
Classis,  according  to  our  Church-Order,  and  not  to  private  infr 
viduals. 

Herewith,  after  wishing  you  all  prudence  and  peaceableneH^ 
with  a  rich  measure  of  Jehovah's  blessing  and  spirit,  for  the  edifi- 
cation of  God's  Church,  we  remain, 

Eeverend  and  Much-loved  Brother, 

Your  Servant  and  Brother, 

John  Hagelis,  Ecc,  Amst.  Dep, 
ad  res  exteras,  h.  t.  Praeses. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Bev.  Cornelius  Van  Santvoordt, 

December  1st  1726.     xxviii.  270. 

Beverend  and  Much  Loved  Brother : — 

Your  communication,  under  date  of  June  14  of  this  year,  duly 
came  to  hand,  together  with  the  little  book,  styled  "Dialogue 
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about  the  Complaint  of  the  Earitans,  etc.",  of  which  book  we 
perceive  that  you  are  the  author.  This  is  the  third  book  which 
has  now  reached  us  from  your  regions.  By  these  we  imderstand 
that  the  flames  of  discord  are  also  burning  among  ministers,  al- 
though they,  as  ministers  of  peace,  ought  to  be  of  peaceful  dispo- 
sitions. 

When  we  perceived  in  your  letter  the  reasons  which  induced 
you  to  write  so  large  a  book;  and  which  only  amounts  to  this,  that 
you  thought  yourself  to  have  been  insulted,  as  you  say;  we  were 
astonished,  that  you  should  take  so  much  trouble,  and  go  to  so 
much  expense,  in  order  still  further  to  stir  up  the  flames  of  con- 
tention, instead  of  magnanimously  disregarding  any  supposed  in- 
flults  which  may  have  been  offered  you.  Be  not  surprised  that 
we  call  your  act  a  stirring  up  of  contention,  although  you  say  so 
much  about  Peace.  For  your  opponents  are  treated  in  such  a 
maimer,  in  your  book,  that  they  will  also  think  themselves  to  have 
been  insulted;  and  they  may  think  it  necessary  to  make  a  re- 
joinder; and  in  such  a  way  discord  becomes  not  less,  but  more. 

The  reading  of  the  book  was  a  painful  task  to  us,  because  of 
Kttle  order  and  accuracy  observed  in  it.  Matters  which  one 
thinks  will  soon  be  disposed  of  regularly,  are  constantly  inter- 
rupted by  all  manner  of  digressions,  which  distract  attention,  and 
in  which  there  are  many  things  which  are  quite  immaterial. 

Among  other  things,  your  object  is,  we  perceive,  to  defend 
Rev.  Frilinghuysen.  How  well  you  may  have  done  this,  we  need 
not  inquire,  since  we  soon  hope  to  see  his  own  defence,  by  which 
we  must  really  judge  his  case.  We  must  see  how  he  defends 
kiniBelf,  and  not  how  he  is  defended  by  you. 

We  had  indeed  observed,  even  before  we  received  your  book, 
that  it  is  a  case  of  "  Hiacos  intra  muros  precatur  (peccatur)  o  (non 
et)  extra:  and  all  the  light  which  we  have  obtained  therefrom, 
<aily  confirms  us  in  our  opinion,  without  yet  deciding  on  which 
tide  lies  the  most  blame. 
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We  have  given  notice  to  Classis  of  the  receipt  of  your  book,  - 
and  have  informed  them  of  its  contents,  although  not  because  we 
thought  it  necessary,  because  of  the  character  of  its  contents;  but 
only  because,  as  a  committee,  we  must  report  everything  that 
comes  before  us  in  that  capacity.  Therefore  also  Classis  simply 
received  our  statement  as  information. 

In  the  latter  part  of  your  book  you  suggest  propositions  of 
peace.     If  you  are  able  to  contribute  anything  towards  peace  you 
will  gain  more  esteem  from  us  than  by  such  writings  as  this, 
You  will  do  well  to  impress  upon  Rev.  Frilinghuysen,  who  is  your 
friend,  thoughts  of  peace  and  gentleness.     Exhort  him  also  to  a 
modest  and  concise  defence  of  himself,  against  so  many  and  pecu- 
liar charges.     Thus  the  Classis  may  be  properly  informed  and 
enabled  to  judge  wisely. 

Wishing  the  Lord's  rich  blessing  upon  you  and  on  your  sacred   1 
office,  and  once  more  earnestly  admonishing  you  to  do  everything 
in  your  power  for  edification,  and  to  give  peace  to  the  churches, 
now  so  greatly  disturbed,  we  subscribe  ourselves. 

Etc.,  etc. 

Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Xew  York. 

1726,   Dec.   27.    Second   Appointment  of  Mr.  Barend   de  Forest  as  Dutch   School* 

master. 

He  was  appointed  for  the  year  1727,  on  the  same  conditions  as  January  0,  1726l» 
with  these  alterations: 

When  application  was  made  by  the  parents  of  poor  children,  their  names  w€i« 
to  be  talcen  in  writing,  and  they  were  not  to  be  received,  at  the  cost  of  the  Church, 
until  the  Consistory  had  first  approved  the  application. 

"  For  teaching  the  children  of  the  poor,  it  is  agreed  that  you  shall  draw  salary 
from  the  Rev.  Consistory,  according  to  the  Instruction  they  receive,  and  as  la 
usual  with  other  Dutch  Schoolmasters  in  this  City;  so  much,  for  one  who  learns 
only  to  read;  and  so  much  for  one  who  learns  also  to  write;  and  so  much  for  one 
who  learns  also  to  cypher.  And  whether  any  child  of  the  poor  shall  learn  also 
writing  or  cyphering  must  be  by  the  approval  of  one  of  the  Ministers.  Four  coidt 
of  fire- wood  was  provided  for  the  winter." 

If  any  of  the  poor  children  remain  away  from  school,  the  reasons  were  to  be 
inquired  Into,  and  whether  It  was  with  the  knowledge  of  the  parents;  so  that  tlie 
parents  may  take  order  thereon;  and  If  any  of  these  children  are  often  absent^ 
and  the  parents  do  not  remedy  it,  notice  must  be  given  to  the  Consistory. 
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Lists  of  the  parents  whose  children  are  taught  at  the  expense  of  the  Consistory 
are  to  be  giyen  quarterly  to  the  Consistory,  In  the  reckoning,  and  what  each  one 
stndlei^  that  It  may  be  properly  known  to  the  Consistory,  or  to  the  Deacons^  for 
payment 

In  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Consistory, 

Henrlcns  Boel,  p.  t.  Pratse*. 

I.  the  undersigned  accept  this  appointment,  whereof  the  original  has  been  glTen 
me.  In  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  with  hearty  gratitude  to  Rer.  Consistory. 

Barend  de  Forest. 
New  York, 

December  29,  1726.  —  Lib.  A.  241. 


Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 

Jan.  12,  1726-7.  (1727.) 

After  calling  npon  God's  name,  it  was  determined  by  the  Con- 
sistory that  Do.  Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  praeses,  Do.  du  Bois,  elder 
Comelins  Provoost,  deacon  Henry  V.  D.  Spiegel,  and  church- 
master  Harmanus  Rutgers  be  a  committee  to  represent  to  his 
Excellency,  our  Governor  Burnet,  that  it  was  resolved  to  build 
a  new  church,  and  humbly  to  ask  him  to  approve  of  the  under- 
taking and  favor  it  \\ath  his  protection. 

In  the  name,  etc. 

Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  praeses. 

Jan.  15,  1726-7.  (1727.) 

After  calling  on  God's  name,  the  Consistory  was  informed  by 
the  above  named  committee,  that  they  had  on  Friday  morning, 
the  13th  inst.,  addressed  his  Excellency,  and  that  he  replied  that 
he  had  no  objection,  that  the  Church  might  proceed  with  the 
building,  and  that  he  wished  them  good  success. 

Jan.  26,  1726-7.  (1727.) 

Resolved,  by  the  Ruling  Consistory,  that  instead  of  going 
around  in  the  congregation  according  to  the  act  of  Feb.  12, 
1725-6,  (1726),  the  building  shall  be  commenced  (with  funds) 
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out  of  the  Church  Treasury;  and  the  Deacons  shall  therefo 
demand  payment  of  the  following  bonds  due  the  Church : 


Paulus  Vander  Beck, 
Joshua  D.  Laplyn, 
Auth.  Lespenaar, 
Wm.  Buyl, 
Johannis  Slingerlandt, 
Joost  Van  Teyse, 
Johannes  Teller, 
Philip  Hoogteliug, 
Sam.  Fish, 
Bichard  Aelsop, 
Joseph  Sackit, 
Gerrit  Aertse, 
Barent  Benthuysen, 


£,  sh. 

40.  00 

67.  4 
53. 

75.  1 

79.  10 
53. 

37.  2 

100.  . 

100. 

47.  13 

44.  19 

18.  12 

11.  4 


Mathewis  Bensing, 
Widue  Peartree, 


£.    sh_ 

106.  OO 

70.  OO 


■ 

903. 

5 

Joris  Eappelle, 

156. 

12 

Petrus  Kip, 

76. 

Isaac  Stoutenburgh, 

142. 

lO 

Lawrence  Wessels, 

271. 

8 

Abraham  De  Lansey, 

168. 

Cha.  Sleigh, 

112. 

Abraham  Van  Gelder, 

,    23. 

12 

Franz  Garrebrantns, 

130. 

Isaac  "Kip, 

174. 

18 

Leonard  De  Kleyn, 

200. 

Wm.  Appel, 

56. 

2414.     5 
Liber  B.  p.  63. 

Tuesday,  March  7,  1726-7,  (1727). 

Consistory  held.  After  calling  upon  God's  name,  it  was  Re- 
solved to  hold  a  Great  Consistory  on  the  coming  Thursday,  in 
order  to  determine,  with  them : 

1.  How  the  New  Church  shall  be  built. 

2.  Whether  it  shall  be  on  the  ground  the  Consistory  has 
bought. 

3.  Whether  it  shall  be  a  plain  octagon,  or  an  oblong  octagon, 
or  an  oblong  square. 

4.  Finally,  how  large  it  shall  be. 
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It  was  ordered  that  the  following  memorandum  should  be  re- 
corded in  the  (Church)  Book : 

Messrs.  Col.  Provoost,  Mr.  H.  vander  Spiegel  and  Mr.  Abram 
Lefferts  have,  in  the  name  of  the  Consistory,  passed  a  bond,  under 
the  seal  of  the  Church  and  by  its  authority,  to  pay  to  Mr.  Abram 
Gouvemeur,  one  hundred  pounds,  New  York  currency,  besides 
the  interest,  as  by  the  bond  itself  further  appears,  for  Mr.  Isaac 
de  Riemer,  to  release  him  from  his  confinement.  They  have  also 
paid  the  costs;  for  which  bond  and  costs  they  have  received  from 
Mr.  Peter  Tounemans,  a  bond,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  three  pounds,  nineteen  shillings,  to  be  paid  on 
the  27th  of  Jan.  1728-9.  (1729.)  This  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  Deacons. 

That  it  may  appear  that  the  foregoing  was  done  \vith  the  au- 
thority of  the  Consistory,  it  is  thought  proper  to  have  it  set  down 
here  in  the  Church  Book.  This  was  done  this  7th  of  March, 
1726-7  (1727)  in  the  Consistory  (meeting). 

Witness,     G.  du  Bois. 

Liber  B.  64. 

Thursday,  March  9,  1726-7,  (1727.) 

Great  Consistory  Held.  Absent:  Cornelius  De  Peyster,  of 
the  Ruling  Consistory;  and  Jacob  Boele,  Leonard  Huige  de 
Klein,  Jacob  Van  Cortlandt,  Samuel  Bayard,  Jan  Wanshaar, 
Harmanus  Van  Gelder,  Andries  Abramse,  Jacob  Ten  Eyck,  John 
Van  Home,  Guysbert  Van  Inbury,  Abrm.  Keteltas,  John  Kerf- 

byl,  Benj.   Wynkoop,  Cornelius  Van  Home,    sorx,  laan 

Marbury,  ComeHus  Low  and  Jacob  Moonen,  of  the  former  Con- 
sistory.—  Present:  Elders  John  Cruger,  John  Hardenbrook  and 
Vm.  Provoost;  Deacons,  Gerrit  Keteltas,  Abm.  Lcffers,  Hen- 
drick  Vander  Spiegel  and  Abrm.  Van  Vleck;  Churchmasters : 
Bernard  Smith,  Harmanus  Rutgers,  Abm.  Van  "Wyck  and  Paul 
Richard,  of  the  Ruling  Consistory;  and  Nicholas  Roosevelt,  Isaac 
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Kip,  Andries  Marschalk,  Philip  Van  Cortland,  Christ.  Banker, 
Ahr.  Boele,  Jacob  Goelet,  Gerrit  Van  Hoorn,  Abrm.  Van  Hoom, 
John  Vander  Heul,  Adrian  Man,  Antony  Rutgers,  Chs.  La  Rou^ 
Jan  Rosevelt,  Wra.  Roseboom,  Oliver  Teller,  Jacob  Rosevelt 
and  Michael  Vaagton  of  the  Old  Consistory. 

After  calling  on  God's  name,  those  present  Resolved, 

1.  The  building  shall  be  begun  out  of  the  money  in  the  Dea- 
cons' chest,  to  which  shall  be  added  two  and  twenty  hundred 
pounds.  New  York  currency,  if  that  sum  can  be  obtained. 

2.  The  Church  shall  be  a  four-sided  oblong. 

3.  It  shall  be  built  on  the  ground  bought  for  it,  to  the  north 
of  the  French  Church.  (This  French  Church  was  on  the  comer 
of  iJfassau  and  Pine  Sts. ;  the  new  Dutch  Church  was  on  INTassau  St 
extending  from  Cedar  to  Liberty  Sts.,  known  as  the  Post-Office 
from  1844-1875.) 

4.  It  shall  be  one  hundred  feet  long,  and  seventy  eight  feet 
broad,  both  measured  on  the  inside. 

5.  Finally :  The  Great  Consistory  leaves  the  farther  direction 
of  all  (things)  to  the  Ruling  Consistory,  and  that  the  earliest 
progress  be  made  with  the  building  of  this  New  Church. 

Witness,  in  the  name,  etc. 

G.  du  Bois,  p.  t.  praeses. 

Liber  B.  05. 

March  9,  1Y26-7.  (1727.) 

After  the  Great  Consistory  had  withdrawn,  the  Ruling  Con- 
sistory at  once  appointed  John  Van  der  Ileul  director  of  the 
building,  to  supervise  the  whole,  and  to  execute  the  written  reso- 
lutions of  the  Consistory  from  time  to  time.  Teunis  Tiebout  was 
appointed  Master-Carpenter,  and  Cornelius  Turk,  Master-Mason: 
all  three  upon  suitable  salaries  as  the  Consistory  shall  arrange. 
Each  accepted  his  appointment. 
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March  16,  1726-7.  (1727.) 

After  calling  on  God's  name,  Resolved,  That  the  Deacons 
shall  from  time  to  time,  pay  out  of  the  Church's  Treasury,  to 
Mr.  John  Vander  Heul,  Director,  such  sums  as  shall  be  required. 

March  16,  1726-7.  (1727.) 

After  calling  on  the  Lord's  name,  the  Consistory  took  up  again 
the  act  of  the  7th  of  March,  in  order  to  give  in  writing,  to  Mr. 
Vander  Heul  the  agreement,  by  which  he  is  to  be  Director  of  the 
building. 

Since  it  is  by  all  means  necessary  to  have  a  true  and  tried  man 
for  Overseer  and  Director  of  the  whole  work,  under  the  Con- 
sistory, and  the  Consistory,  with  full  confidence,  has  requested 
yon,  J.  Vander  Heul,  to  undertake  it,  and  you  have  consented 
thereto;  so,  now,  the  Consistory  by  this  writing,  appoints  you 
for  Overseer  and  Director  on  the  following  conditions : 

1.  Conscientiously  to  do  everything  to  the  best  of  your  ability, 
to  the  advantage  of  God's  Church,  even  as  we  trust  in  you. 

2.  In  matters  of  importance,  or  where  you  judge  it  needful, 
to  apply,  through  the  Praeses,  in  time  to  consult  vnth  the  Con- 
sistory, and  to  carry  out  in  the  best  manner  their  resolutions,  as 
given  to  you  in  writing,  from  time  to  time. 

3.  That  you  keep  a  strict  account  of  everything. 

4.  That  from  time  to  time  you  make  a  statement  of  matters  to 
the  Consistory. 

5.  The  Deacons  will,  from  time  to  time,  place  a  sum  of  money 
in  your  hands. 

6.  Of  this,  you  will  give  an  account  to  the  Consistory,  when 
asked. 

7.  All  workmen,  whether  with  teams  or  otherwise  shall  be 
wholly  under  your  direction,  and  obey  your  order  as  that  of  the 
Consistory. 

8.  It  is  hereby  committed  to  you  to  agree,  at  the  best  price, 
for  all  material,  and  to  provide  capable  workmen,  except  the 
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MasterOarpenter  and  Master-Mason,  with  whom  the  OonBistoiy 
will  make  agreement. 

New  York,  March  22,  1726-7.  (1727.) 

Consistory  held  —  not  more  than  five  of  the  Elders,  Deacons 
and  Churchmasters  being  present,  besides  the  Ministers.  It  was 
imanimonsly  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Vander  Heul  shall  proceed  with 
the  agreement  concerning  timber;  and  that  this  order  shall  be 
still  further  confirmed  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  Palatine  Lutheran  Church  of  Quassaick  Call  Rev. 
Wm.  C.  Berkenmyer  to  Officiate  Twice  a  Year.  March 
30,  1727.     [NewburgL] 

Utnu   C.  L    His  late  Excellency  William   Coiby,  His  Honour  O.   Clark,   Hli 

Honourable  Excellency  George  Clinton,  have  been  graciously  pleaRed,  to  allow  our 
present  Minister,  Leave  and  Permigslon  in  the  Lawfull  Functions  of  his  Vocation. 

Lttra.  C.  2.    The  aforesaid  Unions-Contract: 

In  the  name  of  the  Holy  Trinity:  We  underwritten  Trustees  of  the  Palattat 
Parish  at  Quassaick  Zacharias  Hofmann  and  Tobyas  Wygand  on  the  one  part  and 
the  Consistory  of  the  Protestant  Lutheran  Congregation  of  New  York,  of  tht 
other  Part,  Make  this  Contract  and  Covenant.  Whereas  we  Lutherans  in  the 
Highlands  dwelling  on  the  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety  Acres  of  Land 
granted  by  a  Patent,  bearing  Date  the  18th  December  1709  not  being  able  to 
maintain  a  Minister  amongst  ourselves;  That  the  aforesaid  Consistory  being 
pleased  to  receive  us  into  their  Communion,  does  consent,  that  the  Lutheran 
Minister  of  New  York  at  his  going  to  and  from  Albany,  may  come  twice  a  Year 
among  us,  and  minister  to  us  in  his  holy  Function,  for  which  Service  we  promise 
to  pay  him  yearly  the  Rents  and  profits  of  the  five  hundred  Acres  Glebe  Land, 
.  according  to  the  Agreement  with  the  Tenants  thereof:  As  we  do  likewise  herewith 
by  the  Power  and  Authority  given  to  us  by  the  aforesaid  Patent  Call.  ConMltute 
and  Receive  Mr.  William  Chrlstoffer  Berkenmyer  p.  -)-  Lutheran  Minister  of  New 
York,  for  our  lawfull  Teacher  of  the  Parish  of  Quassaik,  to  minister  unto  us,  twice 
a  year,  after  the  manner  aforesaid,  as  well  in  preaching  the  holy  Gospel  purely, 
according  to  the  Holy  Scripture  and  the  Symbolical  Books  of  our  Lutheran  Church, 
as  in  Administering  the  Holy  Sacraments  to  Christl  Institution,  and  practising  the 
usual  Ceremonies  of  the  fellow  Believers  of  the  unalterable  Confession  of  Augs- 
burg. Promising  Likewise  to  pay  to  him  the  Income  of  the  five  hundred  Acres 
aforesaid  as  soon  as  any  there  shall  arise,  and  acknowledge  him  not  only  as  our 
Teacher,  but  also  the  Authority  given  to  him  by  the  aforesaid  Patent,  as  also 
whenever  he  lands  on  the  shore  to  receive  him  and  bring  him  back  on  board  of 
the  Vessell. 

Moreover,  since  hitherto  we  can  make  no  use  of  the  Bell,  given  to  our  Parish 
aforesaid,  we  therefore  give  the  said  Bell,  by  Oral  rermlsslon  of  his  Excellency 
William  Burnet,  Esq.  etc.  to  the  Lutheran  Church  at  New  York.  However  on 
this  Condition,  if  it  should  happen,  that  by  Increase  of  our  Lutheran  CongregSr 
tion  in  this  place,  we  should  be  able  to  build  a  Church  of  our  own,  at  any  time 
hereafter,  that  then  the  Lutheran  Church  of  New  York  shall  be  obliged,  either 
to  restore  us  the  same  Bell,  in  such  condition  as  now  it  is,  or  else  to  buy  and 
send  us  another  of  the  same  weight  and  value.  And  the  same  Church  of  New 
York  is  never  to  leave  us  destitute  of  a  Minister,  but  always  In  their  Call  for  a 
Minister,  and  also  in  his  Ministration  to  acknowledge  us  as  Brethren,  unless  It 
Mppettn  that  their  M/nfster  be  not  truly  ot  fhe  xmoAtetiXAe  Coi^««s\»^  k^I  A\ics- 
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ktig  or  ihovld  wmnt  rafflctent  Credentials  to  demomitrate  to  be  inch  an  one. 
Tkta  iB  fiidi  Caie  we  will  not  be  obliged  to  perform  any  of  the  Articles  contained 
la  tklf  Presents.  In  confirmation  of  all  this,  we  the  Trustees  first  abOTe  meiv- 
tlMtd,  as  also  tke  Minister  and  Consistory  of  the  Protestant  Lutheran  Congrega- 
tlM  of  the  Cltj  of  New  York  have  Interchangeably  put  our  hands  and  seals  this 
tklrtloth  Day  of  March  In  the  thirteenth  Year  of  His  Majestys  Reign  Annoq  Dm. 

im. 

Nleholas  Bogardns  Zacharyas  Hoffman 

Dlt  Is  het  merk  dat  Is  het  Merck 

X  X 

Tta  Joh.  Jargen  Mans.  van  Tobyas  Wygand. 

■fiiid  Sealed  and  Dellrered  In  the  presence  of  us 

Lauren  van  Boskerk,  Johannes  La  Oransle. 
—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  111.  pp.  356.  356. 

Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 

In  Begard  to  Timber. 

New  York,  April  5th,  1727. 

Consistoiy  held— -after  calling  on  God's  name.     The  Eesolu- 

tion  of  March  22,  in  relation  to  Mr.  Yander  Heul's  making  a 

contract  concerning  the  timber,  since  the  Consistory  was  then 

not  full,  is  now  confirmed  in  this  manner :     That  the  Consistory 

fuDy  authorizes  Mr.  Yander  Heul  to  agree  with  James  Hindes, 

and  to  pass  bonds  with  him,  that  the  contract  may  be  satisfied  on 

both  sides.     The  Deacons  are  willing  to  provide  for  payment  on 

the  terms  fixed. 

G.  du  Bois,  p.  t.  Praeses. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

Extracts  from  a  Letter  of  Frelinghuysen,  dated  April  6,  1727. 
(In  answer  to  Letter  of  Classis,  June,  1726.  Yol.  xxviii.  247.) 
[The  original  letter,  not  found.] 

PortfoKo  "New  York"  Yol.  i.  xxii  — 137,  142. 

Extracts  from  a  letter  from  Rev.  Frelinghuysen,  minister  at 
Raritan,  dated  April  6,  1727  containing 

1.  An  announcement  of  the  receipt  of  our  letter  and  expres- 
sion  of  satisfaction  at  our  action,  and  of  joy,  because  of  hia 
AeleDse,  admitted  before  us. 
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2.  A  preface  about  the  origin  of  the  "  Complaint  ^\  (Klagte), 
which  he  considers  to  be  pure  hatred  and  enmity.  This  he 
proves,  by  the  treatment  he  has  received  from  Eev.  (Henricus) 
Boel;  Boel  addressed  himself  only  to  his  (Frelinghuysen's)  ene- 
mies, "without  wanting  even  to  hear  him;  and  as  to  the  contents 
(of  the  Complaint),  this  he  declares  to  be  full  of  made-up  lies, 
which  he  will  clearly  indicate  in  his  "  Refutation  ",  (Wederleg- 
ging),  which  will  be  published,  in  addition  to  those  already  given 
out  by  Revs.  Zantvoord  and  Freeman.  Thereupon  follows  an 
account  of  the  method  of  procedure  of  his  accusers,  closing  his 
churches,  etc. ;  with  a  declaration  that  he  knows  it  as  certainly  as 
he  writes  it,  that  the  list  of  the  signers  constitutes  a  lot  of  impious 
persons,  the  scum  of  those  four  congregations,  except  some,  who 
have  been  misled,  who  were  deceived  by  their  lies,  and  who  are 
now  again  his  adherents. 

He  shows  also  by  means  of  an  accompanying  testimonial  from 
one  of  the  cousins  (neven)  of  Rev.  Boel,  how  Boel  was  disposed 
towards  him.  He  denounced  his  teachings  as  papistical,  and  dis- 
suaded his  cousin  from  hearing  him. 

3.  His  justification  (verantwoording.) 

A.  Concerning  those  things  which  were  only  adduced  by  us 
in  general. 

1.  Regarding  the  imprudent  expressions : 

(1)  In  the  pulpit;  that  no  one  repented:  he  thinks  that  this 
only  originated  from  a  quotation  of  Jer.  8 :  6,  ^^No  one  repented 
of  his  wickedness,  saying,  What  have  I  done?"  Others  are  mere 
lies;  some  distorted  —  to  which  things  were  added,  or  from  which 
things  were  taken  away.  This  can  entirely  change,  yea,  reverse 
the  very  sense. 

(2)  With  sick  people : 

a.   That  that  is  a  lie,  which  is  found  on  ])ago  one  hundred :  (of 
the  printed  "  Complaint ") ;  for  the  man  did  not  ask  him  to  pray, 
but  was  at  ease;  whereupon  he  warned  him,  that  true  faith  did 
aot  consist  in  self-conceit  (or  self  con&deivee;  \tiNa^^ftM\^. 
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b.  As  to  C.  Pauwlten,  page  one  hundred: — That  this  is  a  lie, 
he  can  prove  by  the  man  himself;  and  by  two  other  pious  men, 
who  were  present. 

2.  The  defending  of  Schuurman  he  justifies;  because  it  (the 
accusation)  was  never  proved  to  him;  but  he  was,  indeed,  accused 
of  many  things  not  true ;  and  his  words  were  perverted. 

B.  Concerning  the  seventeen  Articles,  proposed  to  him  by  us, 
as  needing  justification  (verantwoording) : 

1.  Replying  to  the  first;  he  acknowledges  the  truth  of  the 
matter  laid  to  his  charge;  but  he  can  see  no  evil  in  it  — 

(1)  That  we  should  keep  a  man  at  a  distance  (from  the  table), 
for  a  while,  with  whom  there  has  been  a  dispute,  although  it 
may  have  been  settled,  to  see  if  the  reconciliation  is  sincere. 

(2)  It  was  but  a  simplex  abstentio,  whereby  one  is  held  off 
(from  the  Supper)  provisionally,  and  by  way  of  admonition;  while 
it  was  impracticable  for  him  to  observe  all  the  formalities  in  the 
case,  the  action  was  done  by  the  Consistory. 

(3)  Because  he  showed  himself  angry  about  his  being  censured; 
and  was  not  at  all  bumbled  for  his  quarreling  and  cursing. 

The  charge  of  bluntly  saying  "Yes",  he  acknowledges  also; 
l»ut  he  says  this  with  specification  as  to  the  person,  and  how  it 
happened. 

2.  Concerning  the  second  point : 

(I)  As  to  the  election  of  the  Consistory  contrary  to  Church- 
Order:  he  denies  this,  and  says,  that  he  cannot  help  that  liars  tell 
untrue  things  about  it,  that  he  (Frelinghuysen)  has  no  more 
privileges  than  any  one  else;  and  has  also  been  outvoted;  and  that 
in  the  change  of  the  mode  of  the  calling  (election?)  of  the  Con- 
sistory, not  by  the  congregation  but  by  the  Consistory  in  office, 
he  thinks,  on  the  other  hand,  that  he  was  strictly  in  accord  with 
the  Church-Order,  Article  22.  (The  Elders  shall  be  chosen  by 
the  suffrages  of  the  Consistory  and  of  the  Deacons,  etc.) 
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(2)  As  to  the  election  and  installing  of  Deacon  (H!endrick) 
Fischer,  he  replies, 

a.  That  he  was  lawfully  elected  by  a  majority  of  votes. 

b.  That  a  Consistory  meeting  was  held  to  consider  the  accusa- 
tion, but  that  the  accusers  did  not  agree. 

c.  That  the  installation  occurred  with  the  approval  of  the  Con- 
sistory of  Six  Mile  Run,  to  which  it  was  referred  for  decision. 

d.  That  in  this  Fischer,  there  shone  forth  a  humble  wisdom, 
and  modest  piety;  and  that  he  (Frelinghuysen)  would  have  been. 
yielding  to  Satan,  if  he  had  not  installed  him. 

3.  To  the  third  point :  That  he  suspended  this  woman,  in  the 
presence  of  his  elder,  for  an  evil  maxim  (grondstelling),  that  a 
man  must  be  saved  by  his  own  good  works.  For  this  also  she 
was  rebuked  by  the  elder. 

4.  To  the  fourth  point : 

(1)  That  he  in  the  face  of  all  her  professions,  knew  well 
enough  that  she  belonged  to  that  people ;  but  from  ignorance. 

(2)  Also  that  she  was  a  perfidious  woman  (valsch  wyf),  who 
after  she  had  acknowledged  that  she  had  been  against  him,  and 
had  humbled  herself  therefor,  subsequently  became  quite  as 
malignant  as  before. 

6.  To  the  fifth  point :  That  this  woman  was  unable  to  answer 
a  single  word  to  his  questions;  that  he  had,  indeed,  (not?)  ac- 
cepted her  certificate;  nevertheless  he  bad  said  that  he  would 
admit  her  if  she  could  give  him  some  account  of  her  knowledge 
and  faith.  This  treatment  he  thinks  is  in  accord  with  Article  31 
(61)  of  the  Constitution;*  and  such  is  the  opinion  of  several 
ministers,  whom  he  quotes. 

What  is  called  by  the  Complainants  a  Second  Confession  (of 
Faith),  was  with  him  only  an  examination,  and  an  account  of  her 

*  Article  81.  "  No  person  shall  be  admitted  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  but  those  who 
make  a  confeRslon  of  their  faith  In  the  Reformed  Religion,  agreeably  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  churches  to  which  they  are  to  unite,  and  who  also  have  the  testimony 
ot  M  plouB  deportment;  without  which  also  none  coming  from  other  churches  shall 
be  received." 
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experience  (rekenschap-geven).  But  the  former,  (a  new  Con- 
fession) was  not  deemed  necessary  by  him,  as  is  confirmed  by  an 
example. 

6.  To  the  sixth  point:     That  nevertheless  he  baptized  the 
[      child,  and  that  not  only  in  this  baptism,  but  in  that  of  all,  he  no 

longer  said  "Amen^^;  but  in  reference  to  this  he  would  gladly 
concede  to  those  who  were  offended;  nevertheless  he  did  not  find 
that  he  was  obliged  to  say  "Amen "  either  by  Matt.  28,  nor  by 
our  Formula. 

The  return  of  the  certificate  was  because  that  woman  remained 
disobedient,  and  railed  at  the  elders,  who  admonished  her  like 
a  fish-woman.  He  asked  her,  if  her  Christianity  consisted  of  her 
certificate;  and  when  she  said.  Yes,  she  received  from  him  in 
reply,  that  he  would  see  to  it  that  she  had  her  Christianity  re- 
turned to  her;  which  was  done. 

7.  That  the  reading  of  Schuurman's  name  in  the  Church,  with 
those  of  the  others  who  were  becoming  members,  was  omitted, 
not  of  set  purpose,  but  from  f orgetf ulness. 

8.  That  he  had  not  disapproved  the  teaching  of  the  "Our 
Father''  (the  Lord's  Prayer)  as  a  form  to  use  in  prayer;  but  he 
had  disapproved  the  reciting  it  by  rote,  without  explanation  of 
its  sense,  its  power,  and  its  general  purport. 

That  he  has  never  been  willing  to  encourage  the  popish  super- 
stition so  common  there,  that  no  prayer  ought  ever  to  be 
offered  without  this  (Lord's)  prayer  being  recited  with  it,  as  if 
there  were  a  peculiar  efficacy  in  those  very  words;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  he  is  not  opposed  to  the  use  of  that  prayer,  he 
proves  by  his  own  practice;  and  he  says,  that  he  agrees  in  this 
with  Calvin,  Amesius,  Alting  and  others. 

9.  That  he  only  refused  this  (baptism  to  children)  when  the 
postponement  was  caused  by  a  person's  own  neglect;  so  as  not 
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to  encourage  contempt  and  indifference;  that  he  did  not  like 
administer  baptism  in  other  places^  when  the  regular  pastor 
were  present,  but  only  in  their  absence. 

10.  The  tenth  point:  He  says  that  there  and  everywhere  iii 
that  country  it  is  known  to  be  a  lie;  while  Gh)ulet,  (Goelet)  having 
been  inquired  of  by  many  in  regard  to  the  matter,  had  denied  it- 

11.  That  in  this  book  it  is  the  abuse  of  the  formula  which  is 
repudiated. 

12.  That  the  cause  of  all  this  dissension  is,  that  some  are  con- 
verted by  the  doctrines  of  Christ,  and  others  not;  and  that  the 
former  resist  the  latter,  in  their  sins;  and  therefore  the  dissension- 
does  not  proceed  from  the  doctrine  itself,  but  incidentally  from 
the  wickedness  of  men ;  that  the  complaining  fathers  are  persons 
openly  godless,  hardening  themselves  against  all  censure  and 
admonition. 

13.  That  he  had  often  quoted  the  answer  to  the  eighty-second 
question;*  but  that  he  had  never  said,  that  he,  (Frclinghuysen) 
after  the  Catechisation  had  made  use  of  the  words  charged 
against  him;  but  he  had  endeavored  to  urge  the  youth  to  early 
piety;  and  he  had  said  that  it  was  indecent  to  sacrifice  one's 
young  life,  to  Satan,  the  World  and  the  flesh;  and  then  to  wish 
to  offer  his  unsavory  old  age  to  God,  so  that  only  the  worst  of  life 
is  given  to  God,  and  not  the  best,  etc. 

14.  As  to  the  winking  (beckoning) :  He  acknowledges  that 
such  took  place.     This  was  done  in  order  to  give  notice,  that  he 

*  Question  82.  Are  they  also  to  be  admitted  to  this  Supper,  who  by  confesaloii 
and  life  declare  themselves  infidels  and  ungodly? 

Ans.  No;  for  by  this  the  Covenant  of  God  would  be  profaned,  and  his  wrath 
kindled  against  the  whole  congregation;  therefore,  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Chrlatlan 
Church,  according  to  the  appointment  of  Christ  and  his  apostles,  to  exclude  such 
persons,  by  the  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  till  they  show  amendment  of 
life. 
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wished  that  more  would  come  to  a  table  at  one  time^  so  that  the 
service  should  not  last  too  long.  Once  it  did  happen  that  some 
one  received  the  cup  instead  of  the  bread;  but  this  was  a  mere 
inadyertance. 

His  saying  that  natural  men  had  no  right  to  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per, he  acknowledges;  but  this  was  done  without  due  reflection.  [?] 
He  showed  that  he  esteemed  the  members  of  the  Consistory 
worthy  of  the  communion  by  installing  them;  but  whether  they 
had  a  right  to  it  depended  upon  their  own  experiences.  This  was 
at  first;  but  now  they  all  partake  (of  the  Supper.) 

15.  That  he  and  Schuurman  are  clear  and  entirely  innocent 
in  that  matter;  he  offers  to  confirm  this  by  an  oath,  although  he 
fears  such  things.     And  he  also  proves  his  innocence  by  the 
acquittal  of  the  Grand  Juries,  by  whom  the  affair  was  investi- 
gated in  the  Supreme  Court.     He  declares  that  he  had  never 
seen  the  paper  of  W.  Van  Vegten,  but  had  heard  that  it  was  read 
to  some  of  the  members  of  the  Consistory  at  a  funeral.     But  he  is 
of  the  opinion  that  a  Consistory  convinced  of  the  fidelity  and  piety 
of  their  pastor,  is  not  bound  to  give  heed  to  every  loose  sus- 
picion.    The  other  lies  he  passes  by. 

16.  To  the  sixteenth  point:  That  the  lawfulness  of  the  ex- 
communication was  already  proved  by  Revs.  Freeman  and  Sant- 
voord;  that  Claus  Hageman  as  well  as  the  others  were  cited,  but 
this  is  eliminated  from  the  Complaint.  That  he  did  not  consult 
Classis,  in  reference  to  this  excommunication,  arose  from  the  fact 
that  he  learned  from  all  the  "  Systemata  "  that  this  is  the  work  of 
the  overseers,  that  is,  the  Consistory  (Elders.) 

He  places  this  Canon  of  the  Church-ordinances,  under  the  head 
of  the  Circumstantial  and  Alterable  Matters  of  the  Church :  that 
the  Synod  of  Dort,  Article  eighty-six,  itself  acknowledges,  that 
these  Articles  were  so  formed  and  adopted,  that  if  the  benefit 
of  the  church  require  it,  (and  this  was  now  the  case  in  \ii^  cyjivxvr 
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ion)  they  may  and  ought  to  be   changed,   by  enlargement  or 
diminution. 

17.  To  the  last  point :  That  it  is  necessary  to  cite  by  letter  in 
that  country. 

That  threatening  has  never  seemed  to  him  unpermissible  from 
(the  example  of)  and  according  to  the  Word  of  God. 

That  he  has  never  been  able  to  see,  that  sharp  expressions  were 
at  variance  with  the  spirit  of  gentleness.  This  he  establishes  by 
the  example  of  the  Lord  Jesus  and  Paul. 

However  he  is  confident,  that  in  our  charitableness,  we  will  be 
willing  to  over-look  a  harsh  expression;  since  he  knows  he  is  a 
man  of  like  passions  with  all  others. 

That  he  did  not  sign  the  first  letter  of  citation,  although  he 
was  present,  on  the  advice  of  Eev.  Freeman;  and  that  the  ex- 
communication was  done  reluctantly,  but  with  the  approval  of 
Rev.  Freeman,  and  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Great  Con- 
sistory. 

IV.  The  conclusion  of  the  letter  embraces, 

1.  A  declaration  of  submission  to  our  admonition  to  peace. 

2.  A  request  for  an  impartial  judgement  upon  what  has  been 

published  regarding  his  case. 

3.  He  thanks  us  for  our  wish  for  blessings  on  him. 

4.  A  wish  from  him  for  a  blessing  upon  us. 

T.  F.  Frilinghuysen. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Examination  [Aegidius  Luik  or  Luyck.] 

1727,  April  7th.  Kevs.  Henricus  te  Key,  Cornelius  Drinkvelt, 
John  van  der  Broek,  Egidius  Luik,  Henricus  Suik,  and  Marcus 
Jacobus  Broen,  Sacrae  Theologiae  Studiosi,  each  preached  a  ser- 
mon on  the  text  given  him,  and  gave  so  much  satisfaction,  that 
the  Assembly  admitted  them  all  to  examination.  In  this  they 
answered  all  the  questions,  and  objections  put  to  them  by  the 
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Ezaminer,  so  readily,  that  the  Rev.  Assembly  accepted  them  all 
without  objection  as  Candidati  Ministerii,  and  a  laudable  certifi- 
cate will  be  given  to  each  of  them.  The  Eev.  Examiner  was 
thanked. 

The  examinees  took  the  oath  of  purging,  and  signed  the  For- 
mulae of  Concord;  repudiated  the  condemned  opinions  of  Pro- 
fessor Eoell,  and  agreed  to  read  the  Formulae  of  Baptism  and 
the  Supper  without  alteration,     x.  297. 

DiPix)i£A  OF  Ordination,  Given  by  a  Oongeegational  Council 
AT  New  Haven,  to  John  Van  Deiessen,  to  Peeaoh  in  the 
Manges  of  Livingston  and  Van  Rensselaer,  April  13, 
1727. 

Omnibus  in  Christo  fidelibus  hic  et  ubique  has  presentes  in- 
specturis,  salutem  in  Domino.     Vobis  notum  sit  quod  nos  Neo- 
Portensis  in   Colonia  Connecticutensi  comitatus  presbyteri  un- 
decim  numero  totidemque  ecclesiarum  pastores  in  unam  ad  con- 
stitatum  predictae  coloniae  associationem  formati  unumque  in 
locum  in  aula  sc.  gymnasii  Yalensis  conventi,  dominum  Johannem 
Van  Driessen  Belgicum  Lug.  Batavorum  educatum,  ac  nobis  ex- 
amini  ?ufficienti  caute  cxploratum,  testimonium  item  de  morum 
probitate  ecclesiastico  bene  cognitione  in  officium  et  munus  min- 
isterii evangelici  precibus  ad  celeste  numen  animatus  et  admotus, 
manumque  impositione,  et  Domine  nostri  Jesu,  altissimi  nomine 
avocavimus,  segregavimus  et  ordinavimus.     Ac  in  peculiare  ser- 
Titium  Christianorum  D.   D.   Livingston  and  Rensellaer  domi- 

natum olentium  cordate  commendamus  et  renunciamus. 

In  cujus  rei  testimonium  has  literas  moreatoris  hujus  associationis 
qusdemque  scribae  hominibus  signatis  et  firmatas  omnes  unicae 
voluimus  ac  destimus. 

Samuel  Russel, 
Jonathan  Arnold,  Moderator. 
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Dutch  Church  of  New  Yobk, 

New  York,  April  13,  1727. 

Consistory  held,  after  calling  on  God's  name.  Agreed  with 
Tennis  Tiebouwt  as  Master-Carpenter,  and  with  Cornelius  Tmi 
as  Master-Mason,  as  to  what  each  one  shall  receive  daily  as  wages, 
for  their  care  and  pains  and  direction  of  those  who  are  under 
them :  viz.,  seven  shillings  daily,  and  six  pence  for  drink. 

liber  B.  69. 

May  31,  1727. 

Consistory  held.  There  were  present,  besides  the  ministers— 
of  the  Enling  Consistory,  Elders,  Cruger  and  Hardenbrook,  and 
all  the  Deacons  and  Churchmasters.  Of  the  Great  Consistory: 
Elders;  N.  Rooseveld,  Isaac  Kip,  P.  Cortland,  A.  Marschalk,— 
Deacons :  Anthony  Rutgers,  Gerrit  Van  Home,  Benj.  Wynkoop, 
Abram  Keteltas,  Jacobus  Rooseveld,  John  Van  der  Huil,  Adri^ 
Man,  Chs.  Bancker,  Andries  Abraham,  Abm.  Boelen,  Jacob 
Goelet,  Oliver  Teller. —  Church-masters:  Cornelius  Van  Home, 
Jr.  and  Jacobus  Roosevelt. 

After  calling  on  God's  name,  it  was  stated  that  since  very  few 
were  present  the  last  time  the  Great  Consistory  met,  it  was  pro- 
posed now  to  reconsider  the  conclusion  then  reached,  that  the 
church  should  be  one  hundred  feet  long,  and  seventy  five  feet 
broad,  on  the  inside,  and  see  if  it  were  not  possible  to  make  these 
the  outside  measures. 

1.  This  was  unanimously  approved. 

2.  As  soon  as  the  Church  is  begun,  the  foundations  of  the 
Tower  shall  be  laid,  and  it  shall  be  carried  up  along  with  the 
Church,  as  far  as  the  wall  (of  the  Church)  goes. 

3.  The  Church  shall  be  placed  exactly  in  the  middle  of  the 
(plot  of)  ground.  South  and  North.  That  is  to  say,  to  be  as  far 
from  the  West  as  from  Barberie  Strion  (?)  and  on  the  North,  to 
begin  ten  feet  from  the  straight  line  of  the  lot. 


t 


OF  THE  State  of  New  Yoek,  2391 

(Tiat  is  ten  feet  from  the  present  southerly  house  line  of  lib- 
era street.  The  Church  stood  about  thirty  feet  east  of  Nassau 
itreet,  the  intermediate  space  being  filled  with  graves,  as  remem- 
bered by  the  writer  about  1844.  There  was  then  a  large  yard 
00  the  Cedar  street  side.  The  Tower  was  at  the  Liberty  street 
end  of  the  Church;  but  in  1844,  the  main  entrance  was  from 
Cedar  street. —  E.  T.  Corwin.) 

4.  If  it  should  be  judged  expedient  to  have  the  Tower  two  or 
three  feet  broader,  on  account  of  the  doors,  or  the  staircase,  the 
matter  is  left  to  the  Ruling  Consistory. 

(X.  B.  As  to  No.  3,  there  was  by  general  consent,  an  altera- 
tion—  as  it  now  is.) 

fxTBODVCTION    OF    ReV.    ThOMAS    STANDARD    OvER    ChURCH    OF 

Westchester,  X.  Y.     1727. 

Bob'tus  Hunter  Armiger  Provinciae  Novi  Eboraci,  necnon 
Xovae  Casariae  in  America  Strategus  &  Tmperator  ejusdemq. 
Vi(re  Admiralis  etc. 

Universis  et  Singulis  Reetoribz  Vicar,  et  Capellar.  Curat. 
Clericis  et  Ministris  quibuscumq  in  et  per  totam  Provinciam 
ubilil>et  Constitutis  ac  etiam 

Ecclesiae  Parochialis  de  Westchester  in^fra  Provinciam  Novi 
Eboraci  praedict.  pro  hoc  tempore  Aedilibus 
Salutem 

Cum  Dilectum  in  Christo  Thomas  Standard  Clericuni  ad  Rec- 
toriam  sive  Ecclesiam  Parochialem  Predict.  Parochiae  de  AVest- 
chester  in  diet.  Provinciae  Novi  Eboraci  in  America  Jam  vacan- 
tem  praesentatum  Rectorem  Ejusdem  Rectoriae  parochialis  in  et 
de  Eadem  Instituts,  Vobis  Conjunctim  et  divisim  Committo  et 
firmiter  Injxmgo  Mando,  Quateus  eundem  Thomas  Standard 
Cleric  sive  procuratorem  Suum  legitimum  ejus  nomine  et  pro  eo 
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in  Baelem  Actualem  et  Corporalem  possessionem  ipsius  Rectoriae 
sive  Ecclesiae  parochialis  de  Westchester  praedict.  Glaebarran, 
Jurumq.  et  pertinentium  suoma.  universor.  Conf  eratis  InducatiSy  '. 
Inducive  f aciatis.  et  Defendatis  Inductum,  Et  quid  in  Premisos 
f  eceritis  me  aut  Alium  Judicem  in  hac  parte  competentem  qnem- 
cunq;  debite  (cum  ad  id  Congrue  fueritis  Eequisit.)  Certificetis 
seu  sic  certificet  ille  vestrum  qui  presens  hoc  Mandatum  fuerit 
Executus.  Dat.  Sub  Sigillo  praerogativo  diet.  Proyinciae  Novi 
Eboraci  Octavo  die  Julii  Anno  Salutis  1727. 

Rob.  Hunter. 
By  his  Excellency's  Command 

H.  Wileman,  Depy.  Secy. 

—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  iii.  p.  570. 

QOVBBNOE    BUBNET    TO    THE    BiSHOP    OF    LoinK)N.       PfiESBYTERIAir 

Church  of  Jamaica. 

New  York  14  July,  172T. 
Mj  Lord: 

I  haye  been  informed  by  Mr.  Poyer  that  there  Is  an  Action  commenced  by  the 
Presbyterians  of  Jamaica  in  Long  Island  for  the  Bnglish  Church  which  they  pre* 
tend  was  built  and  was  taken  by  violence  from  them  by  My  Lord  Combury. 

I  know  nothing  certain  about  their  claim  but  if  they  take  the  course  of  law  I 
cannot  help  it;  but  they  having  committed  a  riot  In  taking  possession  of  the 
Church,  the  Attorney  General  here  has  entered  an  information  against  them,  and 
I  refused  them  a  Noli  Prosequi  upon  their  application,  that  their  rashness  may 
be  attended  with  charge  and  trouble  at  least,  if  not  punishment;  which  may  per- 
haps discourage  them  in  their  suit  or  make  them  willing  to  compromise  it. 

My  Lord  etc. 

W.  Burnett. 
—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  ill.  p.  188. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Letters  from  Foreign  Lands. 

1727,  Sept.  1st.  The  Rev.  Depiitati  ad  res  Exteras  report 
that  they  have  received  a  letter  from  Raritan;  also  two  letters 
have  arrived  from  Batavia.     x.  306. 
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Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  Cornelius  Van  Santvoord  to  Rev.  John  Hagelis,  Amster- 
dam, Sept.  15,  1727. 
(Addressed :) 

Mr.  John  Hagelis  Eeverend  and  Faithful  minister 

of  God's  Word  at  Amsterdam. 

Staten  Island,  September  15,  1727. 
Reverend  Sir : — 

Your  letter  signed  on  December  1,  last,   (1726)  I  received 
rather  late.     Your  opinion,  as  I  understand  it,  that  I  might  well 
have  despised  the  insult,  I  am  willing  to  accede  to;  but  I  would 
not  dare  assure  you  that  the  others  would  have  been  pleased 
therewith.     For  there  is  no  quietness  unless  one  falls  in  with 
them  entirely;  and  keeping  silence  would  only  serve  to  give  them 
the  impression  that  they  are  right.     I  wish  that  they  had  left  me 
alone,  and  that  it  had  not  occurred  to  any  one  that  there  was 
occasion  for  such  supposition  of  offense.     It  (Van  Santvoord's 
book)  has  not  intensified  the  quarrel  among  the  congregations 
here,  but  has  rather  tended  to  effect  pacification  with  those  who 
have  read  it;  and  this  was  also  the  object  in  writing  it.     For  lack 
of  information  sometimes  creates  passion  on  each  party  in  a  con- 
gregation.    You  have  ray  reasons  and  excuse  as  to  the  design 
of  the  writing;  but  you  may  also  well  believe,  that  some,  if  not 
all  of  the  thoughts  presented,  have  more  importance  over  here, 
than  with  you.     That  those  whom  you  call  my  opponents,  might 
consider  themselves  offended  by  certain  expressions,  I  do  not  call 
in  question;  indeed,  it  would  be  somewhat  unusual  if  it  were 
otherwise.     Yea,  this  might  occur  even  on  my  own  side.     How- 
ever I  do  not  think  that  any  reply  will  be  made  to  it,  and  all 
mtelligent  people  here  are  of  this  opinion;  for  I  declare,  that 
when  writing  it,  I  kept  my  head.     That  there  was  blame  on  both 
rides,  has  always  been  my  opinion,  and  I  pointed  out  the  faults 
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of  the  one  as  well  as  of  the  other;  neither  will  I  say  that  I  wag 
free  from  fault  myself. 

Although  the  postillion  lives  next  door  to  me,  yet  I  received 
your  letter  only  after  the  opponents  of  Eev.  Frilinghuysen  had 
learned  enough  to  report,  that  they  had  received  from  you,  per 
letters,  courtesy  and  courage;  while  I  and  Eev.  Freeman  received 
a  letter  which  was  not  to  our  taste.     How  these  things  corre- 
spond I  know  not;  but  I  do  know  that  I  was  rejoiced  to  see  that 
you  had  not  yet  given  judgement  on  which  side  lay  the  greater 
sin;  and  that  I  can  trust  you  sooner  than  them.     Could  I  con- 
tribute something  more  toward  peace,  than  the  propositions  which 
I  have  already  submitted,  without  knowing  whether  they  were 
acceptable,  I  would  gladly  do  so.     It  were  to  be  ^viahed,  me- 
thinks,  that  such  a  method  had  been  pursued  on  the  other  side, 
before  authority  had  been  exercised ;  or  that  such  a  method  might 
yet  be  pursued.     But  do  not  stir  up  strife,  but  labor  toward  quiet- 
ness.    Attempt,  as  far  as  possible,  to  check  all  extravagant  pas- 
sionateness   by  gentle   and   plain    instructions.     You  may   well 
accept  this,  and  may  do  it  the  more  readily,  since  I  am  surrounded 
by  passionate  men  on  each  side,  and  am  not  so  much  beloved  as 
others,  who  also  foster  iterance  and  passion.     So  likewise  you 
may  well  believe  that  I  have  always  counseled  Rev.  Frilinghuy- 
sen,  who  is  not  so  great  a  friend  of  mine,  as  perhaps  you  imagine, 
to  calmness  and  prudence;  and  particularly,  that  he  should  so 
shape  his  defense.     If  he  fails  in  this,  let  it  not  be  charged  to 
me.     Nevertheless  let  it  be  left  free  for  me  to  advocate  that 
which  is  good,  and  to  clear  any  one  from  slander  for  the  sake  of 
peace.     Extreme  measures  please  me  as  little  in  the  one  case  as 
in  the  other,  and  I  know  not  who  is  free  from  these?     In  house- 
keeping we  all  make  mistakes,  and  we  cannot  do  everything  here 
the  wav  it  is  done  in  Holland.     But  then  must  the  one  who  errs 
and  fails  be  execrated  as  unorthodox?  and  must  we  separate  our- 
selves from  him,  call  him  a  schismatic,  etc.? 

I  hope  that  this  letter  ^vill  please  you,  and  that  we  may  attain 
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peace,  througli  your  wise  counsel  and  admonition  to  each  side; 
yea,  may  such  measures  be  recommended  to  us,  as  may  preserve 
the  peace  in  a  salutary  manner.  Concluding,  I  wish  you  from 
the  heart  the  Lord's  Spirit,  and  his  blessing,  and  remain 

Keverend  Sir, 

Your  Servant, 

C.  V.  Santvoort. 

Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 

Nov.  2,  1727. 

Consistory  held,  after  calling  on  God's  name.  Eesolved,  That 
Mr.  Van  der  Heul  shall  present  to  the  Consistory,  at  least  once 
a  quarter,  his  account  for  the  New  Building. 

The  account  of  Mr.  Van  der  Heul  showing  a  debit  of  £893.  7.  8. 

and  a  credit  of  £738.  14.  6,  leaving  a  balance  of  £164.  13.  2.,  was 

examined  and  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  so  signed  in  the  name 

of  all. 

Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  Praeses. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Keport  on  Indian  Affairs.     (New  York) 

1727,  Nov.  10.  In  reference  to  a  certain  report  presented 
by  the  Rev.  Deputati  on  the  disputes  in  the  province  of  New 
York,  the  Eev.  Assembly  resolved  to  request  the  last  retiring 
Deputati,  the  Eevs.  Hagelis  and  Hulscher,  to  help  manage 
(stateren)  this  affair  so  far  as  practicable,  in  conjunction  with 
the  present  Deputati.     x.  308. 

William  Burnet,  Governor. 

1727,  Nov.  15. 

Jews  allowed  to  omit  the  words,  "  On  the  true  faith  of  a  Chris- 
tian," in  taking  the  oath  of  abjuration,  or  giving  testimony  under 
oath  in  Courts  of  Justice.     Enacted,  560  Council  Journal. 
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Dutch  Chubch  of  New  York. 

Nov.  16,  1727. 

Consistory  held,  and  after  calling  on  God's  name,  a  final  agree-' 
ment  was  unanimously  made  with  Mr.  J.  Vander  Huil : 

That  for  his  trouble  as  Director  of  the  building  of  the  New 
Church,  he  shall  receive  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  New 
York  currency,  in  three  payments.  These  the  Deacons  shall  pay, 
out  of  money  in  hand;  the  first,  as  soon  as  possible;  the  second, 
when  the  Church  shall  be  under  roof;  the  third  when  it  is  oomr 
pleted. 

Nevertheless,  under  the  following  conditions :  ' 

1.  In  case  Mr.  Van  der  Huil  should  die,  or  become  incapable 
of  acting  as  Director,  then  in  place  of  the  salary  mentioned,  he, 
or  his  heirs,  shall  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  three  and  a  haK  per  cent 
on  all  money  expended  from  the  beginning  to  the  time  of  his 
ceasing  to  be  Director. 

2.  As  the  New  Church  may  be  completed,  and  yet  the  finishing 
of  the  Tower  postponed  for  two  years;  in  such  a  case,  Mr.  Vander 
Heul  shall  be  released  from  the  oversight  of  the  Tower;  but  if  it 
be  within  that  time,  he  shall  oversee  it;  and  his  compensation 
shall  be  included  in  the  aforesaid  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds, 
according  to  the  conditions  therein  stated. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  now  give  to  Mr.  Van  der  Heul 
this  agreement  in  writing,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  Consistory. 

I,  the  undersigned,  accept  this  contract,  and  acknowledge  that 
I  received  it  in  writing,  in  Consistory  Meeting,  New  York,  Nov. 
21,  1727. 

John  Vander  Heul. 

It  is  further  Eesolved,  That  the  seats  and  pews  in  the  New 
Church  shall  be  of  native  wood,  and  be  contracted  for  by  Mr. 
Vander  Heul,  to  be  delivered  in  the  latter  part  of  1728,  and  paid 
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for  in  tlie  early  part  of  1729.     He  shall  also  contract  for  40,000 

riiin^eB,  two  feet  long,  an  inch  thick,  and  six  inches  broad,  to  be 

ydd  for  on  delivery,  or  afterward,  according  as  the  best  (bargain) 

imehase  can  be  made.  * 

Liber  B.  73. 

Liquor  License  Required  in  Albany. 

An  Ordinance,  Nov.  29,  1727. 

Wlwrcfts  aeTeral  penonB  within  the  city  and  connty  of  Albany  do  presume  to 

nD  fltronf  Uqnor  by  retail  without  being  duly  lycensed  or  without  speaking  to 

:  nr  of  the  magistrates  within  the  said  city  that  they  are  inclined  to  take  such 

-  I^ecAee,  It  is  therefore  Resolved  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen  and  assistants 

ti  the  said  city  to  ordain,  publish  and  declare  and  It  is  hereby  ordained,  published 

•ad  declared  that  no  person  or  persons  within  the  said  City  or  County  shall  sell 

'   «  dispose  of  any  Strong  Liquor  by  retail  unless  he,  she  or  they  shall  be  duly 

Ifemsed  by  the  mayor  of  the  said  City  on  penalty  of  five  pounds  for  each  default 

'  A  taring  the  absence  of  the  said  mayor  yt  who  are  enclined  to  take  such  Lycense 

:  i»  aeQualnt  the  Recorder  of  ye  said  city  therewith  and  those  who  he  approves  to 

It  proper  and  able  persons  may  sell  by  retail  during  the  absence  of  the  mayor,  ft 

M  sUier  person  or  persons  wliatsoever  on  the  like  penalty  of  five  pounds  for  ye 

m  of  any  person  or  persons  that  shall  sue  for  the  same.    Given  in  Albany  this 

9Ch  day  of  November  in  the  first  year  of  his  Majesty's  Reign  Annoq.  Domini  1727. 

-Monseirs  Annals  of  Albany,  Vol.  ix.  pp.  24,  25. 

DuTCir  CiiuECJi  OK  Xkw  York. 

Appointment   of  Henry  Michael  Kock   as   Organist,   December 

15,  1727. 

Liasmuch  as  it  has  pleased  his  Excellency,  William  Burnet, 
Governor,  etc.,  to  present  an  organ  to  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  here  in  New  York,  for  use  in  their  meetings  for  divine 
service,  and  the  same  has  already  been  placed  in  suitable  position 
in  our  old  church,  (in  Garden  Street) : 

Therefore,  Be  it  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  the 
Rev.  Ministers,  Elders,  and  Deacons  of  the  said  Church  together 
with  the  Church-Masters,  on  the  recommendation  of  his  Excel- 
lency, have  appointed  Mr.  Hendrick  Michael  Kock  as  Organist. 

They  hereby  also  declare  that  the  said  Mr.  Kock,  as  Organist, 
is  to  render  service  upon  the  said  Organ,  according  to  these  con- 
ditions and  limitations,  namely : 
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The  Eev.  Consistory  appoints  the  said  Mr.  Kock  as  Or, 
for  two  years  and  no  longer,  namely,  from  December  15,  1727j 
to  December  15,  1729,  and  upon  the  followng  voluntary 
scription  for  his  salary.  But  this  appointment  is  with  the  definite 
understanding  that  you  are  not  to  receive  any  compensation, 
except  for  the  time  that  you  personally  play  on  the  Organ,  and^ 
in  the  following  manner:  You  must  play  the  organ  in  the 
Zangtrant*  of  our  Dutch  Eeformed  Church  on  Sundays,  before  j 
and  after  preaching,  both  in  the  morning  and  afternoon;  also  on 
Wednesdays,  and  at  such  other  times  as  there  shall  be  preacbiiig; 
as  well  as  on  Mondays  when  there  is  catechizing.  When  the  Bene- 
diction has  been  pronounced,  you  will  play  a  suitable  piece  as  the 
congregation  is  leaving  the  church;  and  you  will  do  the  same  at 
all  other  times,  after  prayers  or  catechizing.  Before  the  sermon 
you  will  play  one  entire  portion  —  or  pause  —  of  a  Psalm;  but 
after  sermon  only  one  or  two  stanzas  as  the  minister  may  direct 
On  the  mornings  when  the  Lord's  Supper  is  administered,  the 
Organ  shall  not  be  played. 

That  all  this  may  be  performed  in  the  best  manner,  and  ac^ 
cording  to  the  wishes  of  the  congregation,  you  agree,  that  as 
often  as  you  are  to  play  you  will  be  on  hand  and  at  the  organ 
before  the  last  ringing  of  the  bell;  that  whenever  you  are  absent, 
except  for  sickness,  nine  shillings  shall  be  deducted  from  your 
salary;  and  that  you  ^vill  not  take  any  friends  up  to  the  organ 
with  you  except  some  one  who  is  to  do  the  blowing  (trappen). 

You  are  to  receive  twelve  pounds,  Xew  York  currency,  for 
the  "  blower  ",  but  for  this  you  are  to  teach  John  Pieter  Zenger, 
the  blower;  or  in  case  of  his  death  or  removal,  whomsoever  the 
Consistory  puts  in  his  place;  until  he  also  becomes  proficient  in 
playing  the  organ;  and  the  said  Zenger,  or  a  substitute,  shall  also 
always  be  readv  at  the  fixed  times  when  von  are  to  plav.     During 


•  Zangtrant  means,  literally,  Song-style;  or  according  to  the  style  of  music  and 
singing  employed  In  the  Dutch  Churches.  There  are  many  of  the  old  Psalm- 
books,  with  this  kind  of  music,  yet  existing  In  our  old  Dutch  families. 
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be  week,  apart  from  church-meetings,  the  organ  shall  not  be 

flayedy  except  when  you  yourself  are  teaching  Zenger;  and  the 

Pinlm  which  is  to  be  played  must  be  made  known  to  the  Eev. 

Ocmsifitory  a  full  hour  previously.     In  extraordinary  cases,  you 

dull  according  to  custom,  have  free  access  to  the  Rev.  Consistory 

1o  make  any  representations  to  them.     You  shall  also  keep  the 

oigan  clean  and  in  its  place,  and  further,  observe  all  the  direc- 

tkmB  toiiching   your   duties   which   the   Eev.   Consistory    shall 

inpose. 

Upon  all  of  these  conditions,  and  upon  each  of  these  limita- 
tions as  herein  expressed,  and  not  otherwise,  we  enter  into  this 
engagement  with  you  as  Organist;  and  we,  thereupon,  promise 
you,  that  the  Elders,  Deacons  and  Church-Masters,  or  some  one 
of  their  number,  will  for  the  two  ensuing  years  pay  you  for  your 
fiithful  services,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  each  year.  New 
York  currency;  and  that  the  righteous  half  of  this  sum  shall  be 
:  paid  you  each  half  year,  beginning  with  December  15,  1727. 
And  they  also  promise  to  pay  you  for  teaching  Pieter  Zenger 
to  play  the  organ  —  of  whose  progress  therein  the  Consistory 
will  expect  evidence,  at  least  each  half  year,  if  not  oftener  —  and 
for  the  blowing  of  the  same,  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds  yearly,  to 
be  paid  at  the  end  of  each  year;  or  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds  at 
my  time  during  the  first  year  when  the  said  Zenger  shall  have 
tttained  the  art  of  playing. 

Hereto  the  Elders,  Deacons  and  Church-Masters  bind  them- 
selve^i,  qualitate  qua,  and  also  their  successors  after  them;  and 
for  the  confirmation  of  this  our  promise,  and  your  agreement  to 
comply  with  the  foregoing  requirements  at  the  times  fixed  upon, 
this  instrument  of  appointment  is  made  over  to  you  with  our  seal 
affixed.  Thus  done  in  our  ecclesiastical  meeting  at  Xew  York, 
December  28,  1727. 

I  promise  to  conform  hereto, 

Henry  Michael  Kock. 

Lib.  a.  245-T . 
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Classis  of  Amstbbdam. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  New  York  of  January   3,   17B8.| 

[Original  not  found.] 
This  embraces 

I.  A  notice  of  the  receipt  of  our  letter,  with  the  enclosed  one 

to  the  complainants  of  the  Karitans. 

1.  They  declare  that  they  had  duly  caused  the  enclosed  letter 
to  be  handed  to  those  people,  and  had  laid  before  some  of  them 
the  purposes  (objects)  of  the  Classis. 

2.  That  the  ministers  have  a  copy  of  the  letter,  but  on  account 
of  their  distance  and  manifold  occupations,  they  have  received 
no  reply  as  yet  to  the  letter  of  Classis. 

3.  That  it  would  give  them  pain,  if  they  have  given  Classis  any 
just  reasons  for  dissatisfaction  with  them. 

4.  That  they  would  in  the  future  inform  Classis  of  something 
else  of  importance  occurring  in  that  province,  in  ecclesiastical 
affairs;  but  not  knowing  in  advance  how  Classis  would  regard 
their  conduct  in  reference  to  the  church  here,  they  would  omit 
it  for  the  present;  but  would  be  prepared  to  lay  before  Classis 
what  they  had  done  in  this  affair,  having  been  invited  to  do  so 
in  the  exercise  of  their  office,  and  to  leave  it  to  its  decision. 

n.  They  concluded  with  cordial  salutations.     Was  signed, 

G.  du  Bois, 
Henricus  Boel. 
xxii.  151,  152. 

Dutch  Church  of  New  YoirK. 

Feb.  20,  1727-8.  (1728). 

The  Consistory  held  to-day  unanimously  Eesolved,  That  the 
leases  shall  be  signed  just  as  they  are  written,  by  the  men  on  the 
Manor  of  Fordham,  who  have  not  yet  signed  them. 
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X.  B.  Still,  when  the  lease  year  expires,  particular  care  shall 

be  taken,  to  insert  in  the  leases,  such  expressions  as  shall  make 

the  men  on  the  Manor  liable  for  all  taxation;  also  each  new 

coiner,  for  that  laid  on  the  vacant  lands  of  the  Manor,  or  to  pay 

as  much. 

Dutch,  p.  65.     Liber  B.  59. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters  from  Revs,  van  Santvoort 
and  from  Du  Bois  and  Boel. 

172S.  April  5th.  The  Classis  received  a  letter  from  the 
churches  of  Gulick,  expressing  their  thanks  for  certain  donations, 
and  requesting  continuance  therein  as  necessity  might  demand. 
Also  a  letter  was  handed  in  from  Rev.  a  Santvoort,  minister  on 
Staten  Island,  and  one  from  Rev.  Du  Bois  and  Rev.  Boel  of  New 
Tork.     X.  309. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  xVmsterdam. 

Report  on  the  Differences  in  the 
Churches  of  the  Raritan. 

172S,  April  5th.  Tho  report  (advice)  of  the  Committee 
which  was  appointed  to  investigate  the  case  of  the  Raritan  Com- 
plainants and  the  defense  of  Rev.  Theodore  Friedlinghuisen,  was 
,  brought  in  by  Rev.  Houthof .  It  was  approved  by  the  Classis, 
and  the  Committee  was  thanked.  The  report  (advice)  read  as 
follows : 

1.  That  in  the  letter  of  Rev.  Freidlinghuisen,  under  date  of 
April  6,  1727,  written  in  answer  to  the  letter  of  this  Classical 
Assembly  of  June  1726,  are  found  very  many  unseemly,  bitter, 
vulgar,  (canalieuse,)  as  well  as  injurious  expressions,  both  in 
reference  to  the  Complainants  in  general,  and  in  regard  to  some 
of  them  in  particular;  as  well  as  in  regard  to  other  persons.  Such 
expressions  are  to  be  found  abundantly  on  almost  every  page  of 
his  elaborate  letter  of  twenty  pages,  folio.     Therein  gentleness  is 
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forgotten,  charity  is  little  sought,  and  the  flames  of  contention: 
are  the  more  greatly  fanned.  Of  this  character  are  the  foUo^rii^ 
expressions,  frequently  repeated:  notorious  lies;  book  of  liei; 
liars;  furnishers  of  lies;  enemies;  those  who  would  swear  to  uxj^ 
thing,  if  they  could  but  satisfy  their  thirst  for  revenge;  a  lot  of 
wicked  people;  the  scum  of  these  four  congregations;  those  who 
deal  with  his  words  as  the  devil  did  with  scripture,  in  ]Mjatt  4; 
those  who  agree  as  did  Susanna's  witnesses;  a  lot  of  scoundrels; '? 
openly  godless;  witnesses,  stupid  and  malignant;  those  who  will  -^ 
endure  heresies,  errors  and  well  known  common  offenses  in 
others,  but  in  him  will  endure  no  visible  circumstance  whatever; 
people  who  have  made  lying  their  refuge,  and  increase  in  greater 
ungodliness;  devils  incarnate;  people  who  are  notorious  for 
scoundrelism;  such  also  is  the  comparison  of  Rev.  Boel  to  a 
snorting  (snorkende,  or  bragging)  inquisitor,  on  page  1;  as  well 
as  what  is  said  with  reference  to  Messrs.  Boel  and  Du  Bois:  "  but 
the  disquietude  which  these  occasion  in  this  land,  before  our 
coining,  is  well  known;  for  regeneration  was  falsely  explained 
by  Boel  and  those  of  similar  spirit,"  p.  5 ;  and  also  what  is  said  of 
Rev.  Anthonides,  p.  10;  "  besides  this.  Rev.  Anthonides  is  a 
follower  of  Bekker."    (Bekkerian.) 

2.  That  some  things  referred  back  to  him  by  this  Classis  from 
which  he  should  defend  himself,  were  completely  passed  by; 
(passed  over  dry  shod;)  viz.,  that  he  had  refused  the  wife  of  John 
Tennis  the  communion  on  his  own  authority,  and  without  that  of 
the  Consistory:  See  our  letter,  Art.  3,  **  Friedlinghuysen  ",  p.  8. 
Neither  does  he  reply  positively  to  the  accusation  that  he  had 
administered  the  communion  to  Schureman  privately:  See  Art. 
14,  Friedlinghuysen,  p.  14;  nor  to  that  which  was  proposed  in 
Art.  17 :  '^  that  not  having  been  ecclesiastically  assembled  after 
the  second  citation  of  the  complainants,  this  was  let  go  by  default, 
and  a  third  citation  was  issued;"  he  also  completely  ignores  the 
special  case  of  Abram  Blaauw  and  his  wife,  put  before  him  by 
us  in  Art.  8;  as  also  what  was  submitted  in  Art.  11,  whether  those 
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iroxds  are  to  be  foiind  in  the  book  of  Rev.  (Joseph)  Morgan,  and 
are  also  approved  by  him. 

3.  That  some  accusations  brought  against  him  are  altogether 
denied  by  him;  as  that  which  is  embraced  in  Arts.  10,  12,  15;  or 
are  given  the  lie  without  any  qualification,  in  Arts.  13  and  14. 

4.  That  other  things  are  acknowledged  by  him: 

A.  That  he  desired  that  Simon  Wyckoff  should  remain  away 
from  the  Supper  for  that  time,  and  this  without  the  knowledge 
of  Consistory.  About  this  he  says  that  he  could  not  call  them 
together,  partly,  because  it  was  shortly  before  the  Communion, 
and  the  members  of  the  Consistory  lived  at  a  distance  from  each 
other;  and,  partly,  on  account  of  the  shortness  of  the  time,  he 
oould  not  observe  all  the  formalities  required.  Art.  1. 
[  R  Art.  2.  That  formerly  every  member  of  the  church  could 
\  Tote  at  the  election  of  members  of  the  Consistory,  at  Raritan, 
md  that  now  it  is  done  by  the  Consistory  alone;  because,  said  he; 
in  all  other  churches,  in  this  and  other  lands,  it  was  the  custom 
for  the  new  Consistory  to  be  selected  by  those  in  office,  in  con- 
formity with  the  Constitution  Art.  22;  and  that  it  did  not  concern 
iim  what  was  done  before  his  time;  yea,  to  do  otherwise,  is 
regarded  as  an  error  of  the  Independents. 

C.  That  he  had  said  to  Bodyn's  wife,  '^  I  do  not  invite  you,  be- 
cause you  belong  to  Claes  Hegeman's  people  ",  and  he  persisted 
in  this,  altho  she  denied  it;  Art.  4. 

D.  The  treatment  maintained  by  him  regarding  the  wife  of 
Michael  Moore.    Art.  5. 

E.  As  also  Art.  6,  adding  that  formerly  he  was  wont  to  say, 
"Amen  ",  after  baptizing  each  child;  but  on  being  told  that  some 
objected  to  this,  he  has  now  entirely  given  up  saying  "Amen  "  at 
the  end  of  a  baptism,  out  of  acconmiodation;  especially  since  the 
word  "Amen  "  does  not  occur  in  Matt.  28,  nor  in  our  Formulae. 

F.  He  also  acknowledges  this,  but  had  come  to  do  so  from 
foigetfiilness. 
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G.  As  also  Art.  9,  viz.,  Then,  when  the  parents  had 
neglected  the  baptism  of  their  children. 

H.  That  he  had  approved  the  book  of  Rev.  (Joseph)  Morgukf 
Art  11. 

I.  That  the  Complainants  have  been  placed  under  the  ban,  ind  ] 
excommunicated,  Art.  16,  and  this  without  the  knowledge  of  tliS 
Rev.  Classis. 

a.  And  the  reason  and  groimd  for  the  ban  are  given  in  an  ei- 
tract  from  the  church  book  of  the  four  combined  churches  of  '] 

1 

Raritan,  under  date  of  April  10,  1724,  to  which  Rev.  Freliiig- 
huysen  appeals  in  these  words: 

Because  they  blasphemed  the  love  of  the  truth,  which  is  to- 
cording  to  salvation,  as  a  false  doctrine;  therefore  they  were  not 
wUling  to  allow  their  children  to  be  baptized  by  our  Domine; 
but  especially  because,  as  ringleaders  of  the  opponents,  they  held 
many  meetings,  whereat  every  evil  disposed  person  might  bring 
forward  whatever  objection  he  had  against  our  Domine,  which 
were  then  voted  upon,  and  with  which  writings  they  sought  to 
lead  away  others;  altho  we  have  never  been  able  to  get  hold  of 
those  writings.  It  was  also  then  discussed  how  they  should 
prosecute  us  by  the  civil  power.  To  this  the  Rev.  Friedling- 
huysen  adds,  that  three  of  the  excommunicated  ones  refused  even 
at  my  first  coining,  in  the  visitation,  to  go  to  the  Supper,  so  that 
we  could  not  therefore  suspend  them;  and  Rev.  Freeman  writes 
that  this  occurred  because  they  pretended  that  their  pastor  was 
not  orthodox. 

b.  And  that  this  was  done  without  the  previous  knowledge  of 
the  Rev.  Classis,  happened  not  from  want  of  esteem  for  the 
church  regulations,  but  because  it  would  have  been  too  long  be- 
fore they  had  received  an  answer.  See  Extracts,  Art.  1  and  2. 
Also  because  the  rules  on  minute  matters  in  the  government  of 
the  church  are  subject  to  change;  also  that  the  Rev.  Friedling- 
huysen  has  acknowledged,  and  does  yet  indeed  acknowledge  the 
Classis  oi  Amsterdam  as  the  final  (deciderende)  judge  of  his 
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;  but  that  all  systems  which  he  studied  in  the  Schools 
taught,  that  the  Congregation^  the  Pastor,  and  the  Eldership, 
eoQJointly,  possess  the  power  to  exercise  christian  excommunica- 

5.  That  Rev.  Friedlinghuysen  has  begun  another  refutation  of 
the  eomplaints,  which  will  be  published  as  speedily  as  possible; 
See  letter,  pages  2  and  5.  In  this  he  will  give  his  share  to  the 
tsthor  of  the  Complaint,  (Klagte);  pages  13,  18. 

6.  That  the  said  Eev.  Friedlinghuysen  makes  this  defence  very 
Tolnminous  (opereus.)  He  himself  frequently  appeals  to,  and 
ilso  refers  us  to  several  treatises,  both  of  Revs.  Freeman  and 
Sintvoort,  as  well  as  to  his  own  sermons,  and  an  anonymous  book. 
Bee  reference  thereto  in  the  Acta  of  the  next  Cla'ssis.  This  was 
printed  by  (for)  the  author  at  Leyden.     x.  310,  311,  312. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsteedam. 
On  the  Baptizing  of  Illegitimate  Children. 

1728,  April  5th.     The  church  of  Loenen  asks  advice  thro  its 

Dmister,  how  to  conduct  itself  towards  children  illegitimately 

batten,  in  case  there  was  one  already,  and  others  yet  expected; 

whether  or  not,  such  should  be  admitted,  and  if  so,  under  what 

eonditions  they  should  be  admitted,  to  baptism.    Inasmuch  as  the 

Cbunia  was  informed  that  it  was  customary,  in  that  congregation, 

to  let  the  mother  of  such  a  child  come  before  the  church,  to 

eeneure  her,  and  then  to  administer  baptism  to  such  a  child; 

therefore  the  Assembly  decided  to  abide  by  that  custom  and  to 

letTe  the  business  to  the  discreet  management  of  that  Consistory. 

K.  812,  813. 

Dutch  Chuech  of  New  York. 

April  14,  1728. 

Consistory  held.    After  calling  on  God's  name,  it  was  Resolved, 
rhat  the  movable  sashes  shall  be  made  with  iron  frames,  and  a 
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broad  groove,  that  will  close  well;  and  the  panes  shall  be  fiw 
inches  broad  and  seven  long:  that  the  South  and  Worth  sides  of 
the  inner  ceiling  shall  be  hipped,  as  well  as  the  East  and  West 
(sides) ;  that  on  the  West  side  shall  be  two  open  windows  at  the 
end;  that  on  the  South  and  North  sides  shall  be  as  many  as  can 
be:  that  on  the  East  side,  on  either  side  of  the  pulpit  shall  be  two 
loose  sashes  in  each  window. 

April  18,  1728. 

Consistory  held.  After  calling  on  God's  name,  an  address  of 
welcome  was  signed  and  delivered  to  his  Excellency,  John  Mont- 
gomery, our  Governor,  who  received  it  kindly. 

Resolved,  That  the  glass  windows  above  the  South  door,  shall 
begin  four  feet  above  tlic  door,  be  three  panes  wide,  and  run  uj^ 

two  and  twenty  feet  by and  above  shaU  be  another 

glass of  six  feet  long,  then,  in  the  high  place  above, 

a  round  glass  in  the  middle.     Idber  B.  73. 

Certificate  as  to  the  Ordination  of  George  Weiss;  from 
Heidelberg  University,  April  26,  1728. 

Whereas,  Mr.  George  Michael  Weiss,  bom  at  Eppingen  in  the  Electoral  Ptlatl- 
Date,  and  at  present  stationed  ns  a  Reformed  minister  at  Philadelphia,  In  Penn- 
pylvanla,  under  date  of  the  third  of  December  of  the  last  jear  (1729)  gave  Infor- 
mation to  the  Ecclesiastical  Council  of  the  Palatinate  concerning  the  present 
condition  of  religion  and  ecclesiastical  affairs  there: 

And,  whereas,  on  this  oc<^aslon  he  gave  us  to  understand,  that,  although  he  bad 
received  from  this  Council  a  Latin  certificate,  he  needs  also  a  certificate  in  German, 
because  of  the  difficult  circumstances  in  which  he  is  placed,  and  specially  on 
account  of  those  who  do  not  understand  Latin: 

Therefore,  We  testify,  as  we  did  before,  that  he  is  not  only  right-minded  In 
doctrine  and  unblamable  in  life,  peace-loving  and  sociable  in  his  walk  and  con- 
versation, but  also  edifying  In  his  manifold  discourses  preached  before  us.  Wo  hiive 
no  doubt  but  that,  if  the  Lord  grant  him  life  and  health,  ho  will  prove  usefol  and 
be  the  means  of  edifying  many  souls.  The  infinitely  good  and  merciful  God  and 
Father  extend  to  him  light  and  strength  In  full  measure  from  the  fullness  of  his 
grace  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  that  the  received  word  of  the  Lord  may,  by  his 
sen'ice,  make  great  progress,  that  even  the  minds  of  the  heathen  may  be  turned 
to  the  Lord,  and  that  their  Kings  may  be  brought. 

Heidelberg,  Ap.  20.  1728.  L.  C.  Mieg. 

Councilor  and  Director  of  the  Electoral  Church  Council  Consistory. 

See  Dr.  Good's  Hist.  Refd.  Ch.  IIC,  and  Corwiu's  Manual  of  Reformed  Church 
In  America. 
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C03£MI8SI0N  TO  THE  BiSHOP  OF  LoXDOX   FOR  ExERCISlNG  JURIS- 
DICTION IN  THE  American  Colonies,  April  29,  1728. 


(Pltntatlona  General  Papers,  XI.,  10.) 

Commlsiilo  Regia  pro  cxercen- 
da  Jnrtodictlone  Spirltuall  et 
Gecleslastica  In  Plantatloni- 
\m  Amerlcanis. 

Georglos  Secnndas  Dei  gratia 
Magnae  Britanniae  Franclae  et 
Hlbemlae  Rex,  fldel  Defensor 
kt.    Rererendo  In  diristo  patrl 
Edmnndo  permisaione  dlrlna 
Eplscopo  Londlnensl,  Salutem. 

Cam  Coloniae,  Plantatlones, 
caeteraqne  domlnia  nostra  In 
imerlca,  nondnm  divlsa  Tel  for- 
mata,  neqne  alien!  Dloecesi  in- 
tn  Regnnm  Nostrum  Magnae  Brit- 
aoniae  annexa  existant:  ratione 
eojns  Jnrlsdictlo  in  eausis  Ec- 
elesiastlcls,  in  ilUs  vel  eo- 
nun  allqno  orient ibus,  nobis  ut 
sapremo  Ecclesiae  in  terrls  Ca- 
piti  solummodo  spectat;  ac  no- 
blg  necessarinm  visus  sit  ut  de- 
ioceps  Jnrlsdictlo  Spirltualis 
et  Eccleslastlca  In  reglonlbus 
nils  In  casibus  inferlus  in 
his  prasentlbus  mentlonatls, 
aatborltate  nostra  regIa  soeun- 
dam  leges  et  canones  ecclesiae 
AngUeane  Infra  Angliam  legit- 
ime receptos  et  sancltos.  in- 
stJtnatnr  et  exerceatur.  qua 
slncems  Dei  eultus  rellglonls- 
qne  christlanae  pura  professlo 
melius  promoveatur:     Cumque  regsi- 
lis  pater  noster  Georgius  prim- 
us nuper  Rex  Magnae  Brltauuhio 
kc.  per  Ilteras  suas  patentes 
sub  mago  siglllo  suo  Magnae 
Britanniae  confectas,  gerentes 
dat*  apnd  Westmonasterlum  none 
die  Februaril,  anno  regni  sui 
decimo  tertio,  dederit  et  con- 
cesserlt  tlbi  praefato  Eplscopo 
Londinensi,  plena m  potestatem 
et  autboritatem  per  te  vel  per 
■nfficientem  Commlssarlum  tuum 
Tel  eommissarios  tuos  sufflcien- 
tes  per  te  substituendos  et 
nominandos  exercendl,  jurlsdic- 
tlonem,  splrltualem  et  ecclesl- 
asticam  in  respectivls  Colonlis, 
Plantationibns,  caeterisque  do- 
mlBlls  sois  in  America,  durante 


(Translation.) 

Royal  Commission  for  exercis- 
ing Spiritual  and  Ecclesiasti- 
cal Jurisdiction  In  the  Ameri- 
can Plantations. 

George  the  Second,  by  the 
Grace  of  God,  King  of  Great 
Britain  France  and  Ireland,  De- 
fender of  the  Faith  &c.,  To  the 
Reverend  father  In  Christ,  Ed- 
mund, by  Divine  permission. 
Bishop  of  London,  Greeting: 

Whereas  the  Colonies,  Planta- 
tions, and  other  our  dominions 
in  America,  are  not  yet  divided 
Into,  constituted  as,  neither 
annexed  to,  any  Diocese  within 
our  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain; 
by  reason  whereof  Jurisdiction 
in  Ecclesiastical  causes  aris- 
ing In  them,  or  In  any  one  of 
thorn,  belongeth  to  Us  only,  as 
the  Supreme  Head  of  the  Church 
on  earth;  And  whereas  It  seem- 
eth  to  Us  necessary  that  hence- 
forth Spiritual  and  Ecclesias- 
tical Jurisdiction  should.  In 
the  oases  hereinafter  mentioned, 
bo  established,  and  exercised  In 
those  parts,  by  virtue  of  our 
Itoyal  Authority,  according  to 
the  Lnws  and  Canons  of  the 
Chnroli  of  England,  In  England 
lawfully   received   and  sanction- 
ed, to  the  better  promoting  of 
the  sincere  worship  of  God,  and 
the  pure  profession  of  the 
Christian  Religion;  and  where- 
as our  Royal  Father,  George  the 
First,  late  King  of  Great 
Britain,  &c.,  did,  by  letters 
patent,  under  the  gr^at  seal  of 
Great  Britain,  bearing  date  at 
Westminster,  the  ninth  of  Feb- 
rnary,  in  the  thirteenth  year 
of  his  reign,  give  and  grant 
unto  you,  the  Bishop  of  London 
aforesaid,  full  powers  and  au- 
thority, by  yourself,  or  by 
your  sufflolont  commissary,  or 
commissaries  to  be  by  yon  sub- 
stituted and  named,  to*exer- 
olse  Spiritual  and  Ecclesiasti- 
cal Jurisdiction  In  his  sever- 
al Colonies,  Plantations,  and 
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bene  placlto  dlctl  nuper  Regis 
prout  per  easdem  Utteras  paten- 
tet  relatione  inde  liablta  plen- 
luB  liquet  et  apparet. 

Sclatis  modo  quod  noa  revocav- 
imus  et  determlnaylmus  ac  per 
praesentes  revocamus  et  deter- 
mlnamus  dlctas  recltatas  llteras 
patentee  ac  omnia  et  singula  In 
elsdem  contents.    Et  ulterius 
sclatls  quod  nos  de  yestris  sin- 
cera  rellgione,  et  doctrlua,  ac 
morum  probltate,  et  In  rebus 
gerendls  proTlds  drcumspec- 
tlone,  et  Industrls,  plnrlmum 
in  hsc  parte  confldentes,  de 
gratia  nostra  speclall  ac  ex 
certa  scientia  et  mero  motu  nos- 
tris,  dedlmns  et  concesslmus, 
ac  per  praesentes  damns  et  con- 
cedimus  tlbl  praefato  Episcopo 
Londinensl  plenam  potestatem  et 
authoritatem,  per  te  vel  per 
suffldentem  Commlssarinm  tuum, 
slve  Commissarlos  tuos  suffl- 
dentes  per  te  substltuendos 
et  nomlnandos,  exercendi  Juris- 
dlctionem  Splrltualem  et  eccle- 
siastlcam  In  respectlTls  Colo- 
nils,  Plantatlonlbus,  caeteris- 
que  Domlnlls  nostris  in  America, 
secundum  leges  et  canones  Bc- 
cleslae  Angllcanae  Infra  Angll- 
am  legitime  receptos  et  sanci- 
tos,  in  spedalibus  causls  et 
materils  inferius  In  his  prae- 
sentibus  expressis  et  spedflca- 
tis.    Ac  pro  Declaratlone  re- 
galia voluntatis  nostrae  quoad 
specialls  cansas  et  materlas 
In  qulbus  Jurisdiction  em  Ante- 
dlctam  virtute  bujus  Commission- 
is  nostrae  exerceri  volumus; 
Dedimus  ulterius  et  concessi- 
mus  ac  per  praesentes  damus  et 
concedimus  tlbl  praefato  Epis- 
copo Londinensl  plenam  potesta- 
tem et  authoritatem,  per  te  yel 
per  suffldentem  commlssarinm 
tuum  siye  commissarlos  tuos 
suffldentes  per  te  substitnten- 
dos,  Visltandi  omnes  Eccleslas 
in  Colonils,  lantatlonibus, 
caeterisque  Domlnlls  nostris 
praedictis  in  America,  In  qul- 
bus divinum  serrltlum  Juxta 
ritus  et  llturgiam  eccleslae 
Angllcanae  celebratum  fuerit, 
ac  omnes  eccleslafum  praedicta- 
rum  rectores,  curatos,  ministros, 
et  Incumbentes,  sire  alio  quo- 
rumque  nomine  Tocatos,  ac  omnes 


other  dominions  in  America, 
during  the  good  pleasure  of 
the  said  late  King,  as  by  the 
said  letters  patent  doth,  upon 
examination,  more  fully  ap- 
pear; Know  ye,  that  We  have 
revoked,  and  determined,  and 
do,  by  these  presents,  revoke, 
and  determine  the  above  men- 
tioned letters  patent,  with 
all  and  singular  the  things 
therein  contained.    And  fur- 
ther know  ye,  that  We,  repos- 
ing especial  confidence  in 
your  sound  religion,  learning 
and  probity,  and  in  your  pru- 
dence and  industry  in  the  man- 
agement of  aflTairs,  have,  of 
our  special  favor,  certain 
knowledge  and  mere  motion, 
given  and  granted,  and  do^  by 
these  presents,  give  and  grant 
to  you,  the  Bishop  of  London 
aforesaid,  full  power  and  au- 
thority, by  yourself,  or  by 
your  sufficient  commissary,  or 
commissaries  to  be  by  yon  sub- 
stituted and  named,  to  exer- 
cise Spiritual  and  Ecclesias- 
tical Jurisdiction  in  the 
special  causes  and  matters 
hereinafter  expressed  and  spec- 
ified, within  our  several  Col- 
onies, Plantations,  and  other 
dominions  in  America,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  and  canons  of 
the  Church  of  England,  in  England 
lawfully  received  and  sanction- 
ed.    And  for  declaration  of 
our  Royal  Pleasure  as  to  the 
special  causes  and  matters  In 
which  we  will  that  the  Juris- 
diction above  named  be,  by 
virtue  of  this  our  commission, 
exercised,  we  have  further 
given  and  granted,  and  do,  by 
these  presents,  give  and  grant 
to  you,  the  Bishop  of  London 
aforesaid,  full  power  and  au- 
thority, by  yourself,  or  by 
your  sufficient  commissary,  or 
commissaries  to  be  by  you  sub- 
stituted and  named,  to  visit 
all  churches  in  our  aforesaid 
Colonies,   Plantations,  and 
other  dominions  in  America,  in 
which  Divine  Service  according 
to  the  Rites  and  Liturgy  of 
the  Church  of  England  shall 
have  been  celebrated,  and  the 
Rectors,  Curates,  Ministers  and 
Incumbents,  by  whatever  name 
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preibrteroe  et  dlaconos  In  sac- 
ris  ordlnibus  EccIesUe  Angli- 
ctoae  eonstltiitOB,  cam  omnl  et 
omoimoda  jorlsdlctlone,  potee- 
tate  et  ooerdone  Bccleslastica 
(IQOid  pTmemlssa  requlalta,  et 
td  dlei,  lioraa,  et  loca  compe- 
tentU  qnaeconqne,  quotlea  et 
qnaBdoeaDqne  tlbl,  sive  commls- 
urio,  Tel  commlsaarils  praedlc- 
til  ma^  conirma  et  opportana 
Tidebimtiir,  praedlctoa  rectores, 
nuitoe,  mlnlstros,  Incumbentes, 
PmbTteroa  Tel  Diaconoa,  In 
laerii  ordlnlbns  EcclctUe  An- 
cUetnae  constitntoa,  ant  ali- 
qnem  Tel  allqaoa  eomm  et  non 
allu  qnaacnnque  peraonas,  co- 
nm  te,  Tel  Commlaaarlo,  alTe 
CommlMaiila  praedlctla  eTocan- 
dL  et  per  eates  per  te  alve 
Commltaarlnm  vel  CommlBsarioa 
pnedietoa  In  deblta  jnrla  for- 
na  jorandos,  alllMine  tUs  et 
modls  legltlmla  qnibna  de  jnre 
melius  et  efflcadna  id  fieri 
ponlt,  Inqnlrendl  de  morlbus 
foraodem,  aecnndnm  leges  et  can- 
ooet  eeclealae  Anglicanae:  ac 
etiam  qnaecnnqae  jnramenta 
Udta  in  cnrila  Ecclesiaatlcia 
contueta  minlstrandl,  ac  corri- 
^dl  et  puniendl  praedictoR 
Bectorea,  Cnratos.  Minlstros, 
locnmbentea,  Presbyteros  et  Di- 
aconoa, In  aacria  ordinlbus 
Erclesiae  AngUcanae  constltntos, 
juta  eomm  demerita,  sire  per 
aiDotioDem,  anspenslonem,  excom- 
manieatlonem,  Tel  alind  quod- 
canqne  genua  cenaurarum  ecclesl- 
atticanun  ant  correctionnm  debi- 
tarnm,  jnxta  canones  et  legen 
K-clealaaticaa  praedlctas.    Et 
olterlns  de  nberiori  gratia 
Doctrm  dedlmna  et  concessimns, 
■c  per  praeaentes  damus  et  eon- 
cedlmoa  tlbl  praefato  Epiacopo 
Loadinensl,  plenam  potestatem 
et  antborltatem  de  tempore  in 
tempna  nomlnandi  et  substltuen- 
di  anb  mann  tua  et  aigiUo  tno 
Epiaeopali  Commlsaarios  SuflS- 
dentea  ad  omnia  et  singula 
praemlaaa.  In  separallbus  et 
respectlTia  Colonila.  Planta- 
tloBibna  et  Dominiia  praedictls 
la  America,  Jnxta  tenorem  et 
Teram  Intentlonem  hnjua  Com- 
■laaiafila  noatrae  exercenda  et 
cxeqncBda  enm  effectn,  et  talea 
amoTendi  et  mutan- 


called  belonging  to  aald 
Chnrches,  and  all  Presbyters 
and  Deacons  admitted  into  the 
Holy  Orders  of  the  Church  of 
England,  Tflth  all  and  cTery 
Sort  of  Jurisdiction,  power, 
and  Ecclesiastical  coercion, 
requisite  In  the  premises;  and 
to  summon  the  aforesaid  Rectors, 
Curates,  Ministers,  Incumbents, 
Presbyters  or  Deacons  admitted 
into  the  Holy  Orders  of  the 
Church  of  England,  or  any  of 
them,  and  no  person  else,  be- 
fore yourself  or  your  commis- 
sary, or  commissaries  aforesaid, 
upon  whateTer  days  and  houra. 
and  at  whateTer  suitable  places* 
as  often  aa,  and  whensoeTcr,  to 
yourself  or  to  your  commissary, 
or  commlaaarlea  aforeaald, 
shall  seem  most  fit  and  con- 
Tenient,  and  by  means  of  wit- 
nesses, to  be  sworn  in  due 
form  of  law  by  yourself,  or 
your  commissary  or  commissa- 
ries aforesaid,  and  by  such 
other  proper  ways  and  methods, 
as  can  with  right  be  more  adTan- 
tageously  and  effectually  used, 
to  examine  concerning  the  manners 
of  the  same,  according  to  the 
laws  and  canons  of  the  Church 
of  England;  and  alno  to  ad- 
minister nil  oaths  lawful  and 
customary  in  Ecclosinstlcal 
Courts,  and  to  correct  and  pun- 
ish the  aforesaid  Rectors,  Cu- 
rates, Ministers,  Incumbents, 
Presbyters  and  Dcocons  in  the 
Holy  Orders  of  the  Church  of 
England,  according  to  their  de- 
merits, whether  by  a  motion, 
suspension,  excommunication,  or 
by  any  sort  of  Ecclesiastical 
censure,  or  due  correction, 
according  to  the  canons  and 
Laws  Ecclesiastical  aforesaid. 
And  further,  of  our  superabun- 
dant favor,  we  have  glTen  and 
granted,  and  do,  by  these  presents, 
give  and  grant  to  you,  the 
Bishop  of  London  aforesaid, 
full  power  and  authority,  from 
time  to  time,  to  nominate  and 
substitute  under  your  hand  and 
Episcopal  seal,  sufficient 
Commissaries  to  exercise  and 
effectually  execute  all  and 
singular  the  premises.  In  each 
and  every  of  the  Colonies, 
Plantations,  and  Domlnlona 
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dl  de  tempore  in  tempus  prout 
tibl  expediens  vldebltur.     Ha- 
bendum et  gaudendum  omnes  et 
sinKulaR  potestates  et  author- 
itateB  antedlctas  tlbl  praefato 
Eplscopo  Londlnensl,  quam  dlu 
nobis  placuerlt.     VoInmuR  tamen 
ac  per  praeseuteH  declaramus  et 
ordlnamuB,  quod  bene  Ilceat  et 
Hcebit  aiicui  personae  vel 
allqnibus  personiR  quibuKcunque 
In  quam  vel  in  quas  ailquod 
judicium,  deeretuni,  give  sontentia 
▼irtnte  hujus  coramiRslonis 
noRtrae  datum  rIvp  pronunt latum 
fuerit,  appellare  a  tali  Judieio 
decreto,  Hive  sententia.  ad  per- 
dllectOR  et  perquam  fldeieB 
ronslllarios  nostros  Uerendis- 
Rlmnm  in  Chriato  pntrem  Gullel- 
mum  Archiepiscopum  Cantuarieu- 
Rom  ac  Archiepiscopum  Cantuari- 
euKem  pro  tempore  existentem: 
Petrum  Dominum  King  Baronem  de 
Oclcham,  Cancellarium  Nostrum 
Magnae  Britanniae,  ac  Cancelluri- 
nm  Nostrum  Magnae  Britanniae 
rel  Magni  nostri  slgilll  Mag- 
nae Britanniae  Custodem  pro  tem- 
pore existentem:  Reverendisslmum 
In  Christo  patrem  Lancclotum 
Archiepiscopum  Eboraccnsem.  nc 
ArchiopiHCopum  KI)oracensem  pro 
temport»  existentem:  Summum  Tho- 
saurarium  Nostrum  Mngnae  Britan- 
niae pro  tempore  existentem: 
Qulieimum  Ducem  Devoulae.  (Vuisllll 
Nostri   Prlvati  praosldem,  nc 
Consilii  prlvati  Nostri  praesl- 
dem  pro  tempore  exlsteutoui; 
Thomam  Dominum  Trevor,  prlvati 
slgilll  nostri  Custodem,  ac  prl- 
vati slgilll  nostri  Custodem 
pro  tempore  existentem;  Llonelem 
Cranfleld,  Ducem  de  Dorset,   Sen- 
eRchailum  Hospltil  Nostri.  ac 
Seneschallum  Hospltil  uostrl  pro 
tempore  existcutoni;  (^irolem  Du- 
cem de  Orafton  Hospltil  Nostri 
Camera rium,  no  Hospltil  Nostri 
Camera rlum  pro  tempore  existen- 
tem: Thomam  Ducem  Novl  Castrl 
unum  prlmarlorum  Secretarlonim 
Nostronnn  Status,  Thomam   Comltem 
de  Westmorland,   Carolum   Vice 
Comltem  Townshend  altenim  prlma- 
rlorum  Secreta riorum   uostrorum 
Status,  ac  Prluiarlos  Secretarlos 
Nostros  Status  pro  tempore  ex- 
iRtentes:  Georjrluui    Vifecomitem 
de  Torrlnjrtim  Prlmarlum  Adml- 
ralltatls  iiostrae  Comuilssarlum, 


aforesaid,  in  America,  accord- 
ing to  the  tenor  and  true  in- 
tent of  this  our  Commission, 
and  from  time  to  time,  to  re- 
move and  change  such  Commlssa- 
ricH,  as  to  you  shall  seem  fit. 
Ton,  the  Bishop  of  London  afore- 
said having  and  enjoying  all 
and  singular,  the  powers  and 
authorities  above  recited,  dur- 
ing our  good  pleasure.     We  will, 
nevertheless,  and  do  by  these 
presents,  declare  and  ordain, 
that  it  may  and  shall  be  law- 
ful for  any  person  or  persons 
whatsoever,  against  whom  any 
Judgement,  decree,  or  sentence, 
shall  have  been  given  or  pro- 
nounced, by  virtue  of  this 
our  Commission,  to  appeal  from 
such  Judgement,  decree,  or  sen- 
tence, to  our  Bight  trusty  and 
Well-beloved  Councillors,   the 
most  Keverend  Father  In  Christ 
William.   Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury', and  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  for  the  time  being; 
Peter,  Lord  King.  Baron  of  Ock- 
ham.  our  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain,  and  to  our  Chancellor 
of  Great  Britain,  or  Keeper  of 
our  Great  Seal  of  Great  Brit- 
ain for  the  time  being;  the 
Most  Reverend  Father  in  Christ, 
Lancelot.  Archbishop  of  York, 
and  to  the  Archbishop  of  York 
for  the  time  being;  our  High 
Treasurer  of  Great    Britain   for 
I  he  time  belujr;  William  Duke  of 
Devonshire.   President  of  our 
Privy  Council,  and  to  the 
President  of  our  Privy  Council 
for  the  tluK?  being:  Thomas, 
Lord  Trevor,  Keeper  of  our  Pri- 
vy Seal,  and  to  the  Keeper  of 
our  I*rlvy  Seal  for  the  time 
belnff;    Lionel  Cranfleld,   Duke 
of  Dorset,  Steward  of  our  I*al- 
aoe,  and  to  the  Steward  of  our 
Palace  for  the  time  being; 
Charles.    iMike  of  Grafton,   Cham- 
berlain of  our  I'alace.  and  to 
the  Chamberlain  of  our  Palace 
for  the  time  helnp;  Thomas, 
Duke  of  Newcastle,   one  of  our 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State: 
Thomas,  Karl  of  Westmoreland, 
Charles,  Viscount  Townshend. 
another  of  our  Principal  Sec- 
retaries of  State,  and  to  our 
Principal  secretaries  of  State 
for  the  tlii.e  being:  George, 
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lum  Admlmllam  Nostrum  at- 
larium  Admlralitatis 
Commlssarium  pro  tem- 
itentem;  Artharum  Onslow 
domus  Nostrae  Communiiim 
>reiu,  ac  Domus  Nostrae 
inm  Prolocutorem  pro  tem- 
«teiitem;  Bobertum  Wal- 
•tlistiiml  Ordlnls  Perls- 
4aitem,  Scaccarli 
uneeUarlum,  ac  Aerarli 
'Imarlum  Commlssarium, 
accaril  nostri  Cancel- 
r  Aeraril  nostri  prl- 
Commissariom  pro  tempore 
m;  iiobertum  Kaymond 
Capltalem  Justleiarlum 
ad  placlta  coram  nobis 
asslgnatum,   ac  Capltalem 
lum  nostrum  ad  placlta 
3hls  tenenda  asslgnatum 
[K>re  exlstentem;  Josepbum 
lUtem  Maglstrum  Uotulo- 
icellariae  nostrae,  ac 
m   Rotulorum    Caucellarlae 
>ro  tempore  exlstentem; 
tum  Eyre  mllitem,  cap- 
iat Idarium  nostrum 
luul  banco,  ac  capltalem 
iam  nostrum  de  Com- 
Qco  pro  temiK>re  exls- 
Qulbus  quldem  Gullel- 
ieplscopo  Cantuariensi. 
tfpli(Copo  Cantuarlt'u.Ni 
•ore  exlstentl;  Petro 
E^lng.  a<r  Cuuceliurio  Nus- 
lae  BritunDlae,  vel  mag- 
nobtri  Magnae  Britan- 
todi.  pro  tempore  ex- 
^anceloco  Arciiiepls- 
)rac(.*n8l,  ac  Archiepls- 
raeensl  pro  tempore 

Kummo  Thesuurarlo 
iguae  Uritaoniae  pro 
pxUtenti;  Gulielmu 
oulae,  ac  Cou8illi 
ostrl  praesidi  pro 
f^xl.steotl;  Thomae 
Trevor,   uc  prlvati  Slgli- 
Z^ustodi  pro  tempore 

Lionel!  Cranlleld 
Dorset,  ac  Seneschallo 
Nostri  pro  tempore  ex- 
'arolo  Duel  de  Graf- 
[o^^pltli  nostri  Camera- 
enipore  exlstentl;  Thom- 
S'ovi  Castrl;  Tbomae 
»  Westmorland;  Carolo 
[i  Townshend,  ac  prlma- 
>tarlls  nostrls  Status 
ore  existentlbus;  Geor- 
omlti  Torrington,  ac 


Viscount  Torrington,  First 
Lord  Commissioner  of  our  Ad- 
miralty, and  to  our  Lord  High 
Admiral,  and  first  Lord  Com- 
missioner of  the  Admiralty 
for  the  time  being;  Arthur  On- 
slow, our  Speaker  of  our  House 
of  Commous,  and  to  the  Spealter 
of  our  House  of  Commons  for 
the  time  being;  Robert  Walpoie, 
Knight  of  the  most  Noble  Order 
of  the  Garter,  Chancellor  of 
our  Exchequer,  and  First  Lord 
of  our  Treasury,  and  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
for  the  time  being;  Robert  Ray- 
luond  Knight,  our  Chief  Justice 
of  Pleas  before  Us,  and  to  our 
(?liief  Justice  of  Pleas  before 
us  for  the  time  being;  Joseph 
Jeicyli,  Kulght,  Master  of  the 
Rolls  of  our  Chancery,  and  to 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  of  our 
Chancery  for  the  time  being, 
and  Robert  Eyre,  Knight,  our 
Chief  Justice  of  Common  Pleas, 
and  to  our  Chief  Justice  of 
Common  Pleas  for  the  time  be- 
ing, To  whom,  that  is  to  say, 
to  William,  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
l)ury,  and  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Ciiiiterbury  for  the  time  being; 
Peter,    Lord   Kiug.   Chaucellor 
of  (ireat  Britaiu,  or  the  Keeper 
of  our  Grc'jit  Seal  of  Great  Brit- 
ain for  the  time  being;  Lauce- 
lot,  Archbishop  of  York,  and  to 
the  Archbishop  of  York  for  the 
time  being:  our  High  Treasurer 
of  (ireat  Britain  for  the  time 
being;  William,  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire, ami  to  the  President  of 
our  Privy  Council  for  the  time 
being;  Thomas,  Lord  Trevor,  and 
to  the  Keeper  of  our  Privy  Seal 
for  the  time  being;  Lionel 
Crautield,  Duke  of  Dorset,  and 
the  Steward  of  our  i'ala<'e  for 
the  time  iielug:  Charles,  Duke  of 
Graftou,  and  to  the  Chamber- 
lain of  our  Palace  for  the 
time  being;  Thomas,    Duke  of 
Xewcastlc,  Thomas  Karl  of  West- 
moreland, Charles  Vls(H>unt 
Townshend,  and  to  the  I'rlncl- 
pnl   Secretaries  of  State  for 
the  time  belug;  George  Viscount 
Torrluptou,   and   to  our  Lord 
IIlj;h  Admiral  and   I'lrst   I-ord 
Commissioner  of  our  Admiralty 
for  th;'  time  belne:  Arthur  On- 
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Snmmo  Admlrallo  Nostro  atqne 
Primarlo  Admiralltatis  Nostrae 
CommlBsario  pro  tempore  exlsten- 
ti;  Arthuro  Onslow,  ac  domns  nos- 
trae Communlum  Prolocutori  pro 
tempore  exlstentl,  Roberto  Wal- 
pole,  ac  Scaccaril  nostrl  Can- 
cellario  atque  Aeraril  nostri 
Primarlo  Commlssarlo  pro  tempore 
existent!;  Roberto  Raymond,  ac 
Capitall  Justiclarlo  nostro  ad 
placita  coram  nobis  tenenda 
asslgnato  pro  tempore  exlsten- 
tl:  Josepho  Jekyll,-ac  Magistro 
Rotnlomm  Cancellarlae  nostrae 
pro  tempore  exlstentl;  atque 
Roberto  Byre,  ac  Capitall  Jus- 
ticlarlo nostro  de  Communl 
Banco  pro  tempore  exlstentl;  de 
Prlyato  Consll  lonostro  exls- 
tentlbus,  yel  allquibus  trlbus 
Tel  plorlbus  eorundem  exlsten- 
tibus  de  prlyato  ConsUlo  nos- 
tro, plenam  potestatem  et  au- 
thorltatem,  de  tempore  In  tem- 
pos, andlendl  et  flnallter  ter- 
minandi  omnes  et  singulas  tales 
appelatlones,  et  talla  Judlcla, 
decreta  slye  sententias  aiBr- 
mandl,  mutandl,  sire  reyocandl, 
et  flnallter  judlcla  slye  sen- 
tentias snperlnde  dandl  et 
pronuntlandl.  Damns  et  concedl- 
mus  per  praesentes.  In  tam  am- 
pUs  modo  et  forma  quam  Com- 
mlsslonarll  sub  magno  Slglllo 
nostro  magnae  Britanniae  con- 
Btltuti  et  asslgrnatl  yirtute 
Statutl  anno  Regnl  Domini  Henri- 
cl  nuper  Regis  Angliae  octayl 
ylceslmo  qulnto  edit!,  intitu- 
lat'  an  Act  for  the  submission 
of  the  clergy,  and  Restraint  of 
Appeals,  in  appellatlonlbus 
ipsorum  determlnatlonl  per 
statntum  praedictum  subjectis 
procedere  posslnt  et  debeant; 
aliquo  in  pracsentibus  conten- 
to  In  contrarlum  in  aliquo  non 
obstante.    Mandantes  Insuper 
et  per  praesentes  flrmlter  In- 
jungendo  praeclplentes  tam  om- 
nibus et  singulis  Qubematorl- 
bus  generallbus,  judlclbus  et 
Justlciariis  nostris,  quam  om- 
nibus et  singulis  rectoribus, 
IncumbentibuB,  mlnistrls,  oiflcia- 
rils  et  subdltls  nostris  qul- 
buscunque  infra  Colonlas,  Plan- 
tationes,  caetraque  Domlnla 
noBtn  praedlcta  Id  America,  quod 
fpMt  et  eorum  quillbet  tibl 


slow,  and  to  the  Speaker  of  our 
House  of  Commons  for  the  time 
being;  Robert  Walpole,  and  to  th» 
Chancellor  of  our  Exchequer, 
and  First  Lord  of  our  Treatnry, 
for  the  time  being;  Robert 
Raymond,  and  to  our  Chief  Jns- 
tice  of  Pleas  before  Us  for 
the  time  being;  Joseph  Jekyll, 
and  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolle 
of  our  Chancery  for  the  time 
being;  and  to  Robert  Byre,  and 
to  our  Chief  Justice  of  Common 
Pleas  for  the  time  being,  being 
of  our  Priyy  Council,  or  to 
any  three  or  more  of  them,  be- 
ing of  our  Priyy  Council; 


We  do  by  these  presents  giye 
and  grant,  fnll  power  and  Au- 
thority, from  time  to  time,  to 
hear  and  determine,  all  and 
singular,  such  appeals;  and, 
such  Judgments,  decrees,  and 
sentences,  to  confirm,  change, 
or  reyoke,  and  final  judgment 
or  sentence  thereupon,  to  giye 
and  pronounce,  in  manner  and 
form  as  full  as  the  Commission- 
ers constituted  and  appointed 
under  our  Great  Seal  of  Great 
Britain  by  yirtue  of  the  Stat- 
ute of  the  twenty  fifth  year 
of  Henry  Eighth  late  King  of 
England  entltuled,  "An  Act  for 
the  submission  of  the  clergy 
and  the  restraint  of  Appeals,** 
can  or  ought  to  proceed,  in 
appeals  subject  to  their  de- 
cision, by  the  Statute  afore- 
said; anything  In  these  pres- 
ents contained,  to  the  con- 
trary,  notwithstanding.     Com- 
mandiDg,  moreover,  and  by  these 
presents  strictly  enjoining, 
all  and  singular,  our  Governor 
Generals,  Judges,  and  Magis- 
trates, together  with  all  and 
singular,  our  Rectors,  Incum- 
bents, Ministers,  Officers,  and 
Subjects  of  what  sort  soever, 
within  our  Colonies,  Planta- 
tions, and  other  dominions 
aforesaid,  in  America,  that 
they  and  each  of  theuL,  shall 
be  to  you.  Wit  'BV^Xio^  <il  \awi- 
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fftefitto  SplMi^io  Londlnensi, 
€t  CoiMlMnHn  tlTC  CommlMarils 
pcstdleCla»  In  deblta  «zeciitlone 
ptiCBtaomn  tit  et  sint  inten- 
jtnfM  ct  avzllUntes  in  omnl- 
b«i^  9fo«t  decet.    In  cnjns  rei 
iMrtmMilnm,  liu  litems  nostras 
ieil  fNlmas  patentes.    Teste 
at  ipso  ap«id  Westmonasterlnm, 
▼teeslmo  nono  dto  Aprilis,  anno 
ftfsl  PoatH  primob 
Per  Bre'  de  PHyato  Siglllo 

Blase  et  Bray. 


don  aforesaid,  and  to  your  com- 
miisary,  or  commissaries  a- 
foresaid,  in  all  things,  aiding 
and  assisting,  as  is  fit,  in  tlie 
due  execution  of  the  premises. 
In  testimony  whereof,  We  have 
caused  these  Our  Letters  to  be 
made  patent.    Witness  Ourself, 
at  Westminister,  the  twenty 
ninth  day  of  April,  in  the 
first  year  of  onr  Reign. 
By  writ  of  Prlyy  Seal 

Bisse  and  Bray. 
—  Col.  Hist  N.  Y.  Vol.  v.  pp.  849-864. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Continuation  of  the  Consideration  of 
the  Dispute  in  the  Church  of  Karitan. 

1728,  May  3rcL  1.  The  Deputies  having  considered  all  sides, 
vere  of  the  opinion,  that  concerning  just  that  which  caused  the 
principal  ground  of  complaint  against  Kev.  Friedlinghuysen  and 
his  Consistory,  namely,  the  exercise  of  the  great  ban,  or  excom- 
munication, they  appear  to  have  made  a  mistake.  This  mistake 
relates  both  to  the  reasons  for,  and  the  form  of,  the  excom- 
munication. No  such  weighty  reasons  are  alleged,  either  in  regard 
to  false  doctrine,  or  atrocious  and  gross  sins,  which  seemed  to 
require  excommunication.  The  difficulty  seemed  chiefly  to  have 
been  opposition  to  Rev.  Friedlinghuysen,  and  his  manner  of  say- 
ing and  doing  things.  Then  as  to  the  character  of  the  discipline; 
■^no  Consistory,  not  even  in  the  largest  congregation  of  our 
Fatherland,  has  the  liberty  to  exercise  excommunication,  without 
the  previous  knowledge  of  the  Classis,  that  the  Classis  might 
judge  whether  the  reason  was  sufficient. 

2.  That,  however,  it  would  be  better  not  yet  to  give  any  final 
ecclesiastical  decision  between  the  Complainants  and  the  Accused: 

a.  Not  only  because  both  sides  seem  to  desire  to  debate  con- 
cerning our  Tribunal  and  our  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction;  and, 

K  Under  a  foreign  power  our  ecclesiastical  decision  could  not 
boetrried  out  hjr  anjr  effectual  instramentsiliij'y 
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c.  And  also  because  many  matters  charged  are  positively  denied. 
About  these  the  Complainants  ought  to  be  asked  for  additional 
proofs,  if  any  consideration  is  to  be  given  them,  as  was  already 
intimated  in  Art.  3.  So  also  in  respect  to  some  things,  the  afr 
cused,  especially  Kev.  Frelinghuysen,  should  fortify  his  denials 
by  authentic  evidence,  from  J.  Goulet,  about  Art.  10;  and  from 
the  grand  jury,  about  that  weighty  matter.  Art.  15,  referring  to 
Schuurman ; 

d.  And  finally  because  a  judicial  deliverance,  according  to  all 
appearances,  might  arouse  much  bitterness,  or  at  least,  increase 
the  common  bitterness  now  existing. 

3.  That  to  both  parties  letters  should  be  written:    1.  Peace 
should  be  adWsed  in  the  most  earnest  manner.     They  should  be 
exhorted  to  mutual  reconciliation.     To  this  end  there  should  be 
held  up  before  them,  on  either  side,  their  weaknesses  and  mis- 
takes; as  to  the  Complainants,  the  flippancy  of  their  accusation 
of  heterodoxy  against  Kev.  Friedlinghuysen;  their  wild  reason- 
ings and  actions,  among  other  things,  as  exhibited  in  the  practical 
seizure  of  a  church;  and  their  misrepresentations  of  even  the 
most  unimportant  words  and  deeds.     2.  As  to  the  accused;  his 
harsh  expressions;   the  illegality  of  the  excommunication;  and 
other  matters  acknowledged  by  Rev.  Friedlinghuysen  as  noted 
under  10:  t;  and  (advising)  him  to  omit  the  publishing  of  his 
"  Refutation  ". 

Also  towards  the  effecting  of  peace  might  be  proposed: 

a.  On  the  ]\art  of  the  Complainants:  that  they  should  confess 
that  they  had  acted  wronirly  and  imprudently  in  the  matters  above 
alluded  to;  that  they  should  be  disposed  to  acknowledge  that  Kev. 
Friedlinsrhnysen  is  orthodox  in  point  of  doctrine,  and  will  live  at 
peae(»  with  him,  as  is  ])ro]>er  for  members  of  the  church:  that 
thev  will  li(»nor  their  pastor,  provided  that  the  excommunicati«'>n 
be  removed  in  the  best  manner  possible. 

b.  On  t\w  ])art  of  the  Accused:  that  in  several  instance?  be 
would  Jiave  to  eonfess  t\\at  \vo  m\^\v\,  ^^tl^iiilj  have  spoken  and 
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acted  differently;  that  he  had  certainly  done  alone  that  which  he 
ought  to  have  done  only  with  his  Consistory;  and  that  he  had 
accomplished  with  his  Consistory  that  which  ought  not  to  have 
been  done  without  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  Classis; 
and  further,  to  promise  that  he  would  read  from  the  pulpit,  that 
the  excommunication  pronounced  against  the  Complainants  was 
no  longer  in  force  against  them ;  that  they  are  again  recognized  as 
members,  and  will  be  treated  Anth  love. 

c.  In  case  this  should  not  succeed  that  each  side  would  choose 
certain  persons  in  that  land  to  act  as  Arbitrators,  in  order  to 
restore  peace  in  the  best  manner  possible. 

d.  Finally  that  it  be  announced  to  them,  that  if  these  measures 
are  not  successful,  both  parties  will  please  to  send  over  to  us,  as 
soon  as  possible,  the  further  proofs;  the  Complainants  regarding 
what  is  denied  by  Rev.  Friedlinghuysen,  Art.  —  and  the  Ac- 
cused, to  fortify  his  denial  regarding  Art.  10,  and  15;  so  that  the 
Classis,  or  the  Christian  Synod  if  it  be  deemed  expedient  to  take 
the  ease  there,  may  be  in  a  condition  to  give  a  final  deliverance 
^sentence)  on  the  whole  matter,     x.  316,  317. 

Dutch  Ciiukcii  of  New  York. 

June  27,  1728. 

Consistory  held.  After  calling  on  God's  name,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  be  necessary  for  going  on  with  the  building,  that,  since 
tliere  was  no  money  in  the  Treasury,  the  Deacons  should  take  up 
one  hundred  pounds  on  interest,  and  if  required,  still  another 
one  hundred  pounds. 

Further:  That  the  detenuination  formerly  made  concerning 
Jan  Bogardus  and  Peter  Brouwer,  should  be  booked,  to  wit:  that 
tliej  after  the  death  of  Cornelius  Turk,  should  be  Master-Masons 
of  the  Xew  Building,  and  should  divide  them  the  shillings  which 
ifr.  Turk  had  for  his  daily  wages.     Liber  li.  75, 
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Classis  of  Amstesdaic. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  T.  J.  Friedlinghuysen, 
Pastor  at  Raretans,  June  28, 1728.    xxix.  20.    No.  1. 

Reverend  Sir  and  Highly  Esteemed  Brother: — 

In  the  fear  of  the  Lord  we  have  pondered  your  letter  of  April 
6th,  1727,  containing  a  reply  to  the  Complaints  of  certain  ac- 
cusers at  Raretans,  which  we  remitted  to  you  in  the  name  of  our 
Classis  in  June  1726.  We  cannot  conceal  the  fact  that  we  are 
grieved  that  the  faithful  counsels  of  peace  given  to  you  at  that 
time,  by  the  Deputies,  in  the  name  of  the  Classis,  have  been  so 
lightly  regarded  by  you.  Yes,  indeed,  we  are  very  sorry  at  the 
ungentle  and  bitter,  the  common  and  exasperating  expressions 
which  you  use  in  your  reply,  and  which  are  certainly  very  much 
out  of  place.  Yet  such  expressions  are  scattered  generally  against 
all  sorts  of  persons.  You  refer  to  your  accusers  as  liars,  inventors 
of  lies,  enemies  who  would  swear  to  anything,  if  thereby  they 
could  gratify  their  desire  for  revenge;  as  a  rabble  of  godless  folks; 
the  scum  of  the  four  congregations,  whose  testimony  no  more 
agrees  than  did  that  of  the  witnesses  against  Susannah;  a  lot  of 
rascals,  incarnate  devils,  and  still  other  similar  expressions.  Rev. 
Boel  is  branded  by  you  as  a  boasting  inquisitor;  and  the  Rev. 
Antonides,  as  a  follower  of  Bekker.  We  cannot  understand  how 
such  cutting  and  immoderate  expressions  can  be  reconciled  with 
that  spirit  of  gentleness  and  humility,  which  is  becoming  to  a 
minister  above  all  things  else.  On  the  other  hand,  we  consider 
that  by  such  a  style  of  speech  the  accusers  will  be  more  em- 
bittered, and  alienations  intensified,  and  the  schism  made  worse. 

Therefore,  if  it  be  not  already  too  late,  we  would  seek  to  per- 
suade you,  only  with  intentions  of  peace,  not  to  publish  your 
"Refutation  of  the  Complaint",  to  which  you  allude  on  page 
^£^.    In  this  you  sav  vou  will  give  tlae  a\\\)cLOT  oi  \\v^  ae.ex\s»X\aTx. 
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his  share.    By  this  way  of  speaking,  we  expect  nothing  else  than 
that  the  flames  of  discord  will  be  made  to  burn  the  fiercer. 

Our  Classical  Assembly  is  actuated  by  an  entirely  different 
spirit.  In  the  interests  of  peace,  and  for  other  important  reasons, 
we  feel  ourselves  compelled  not  to  give  any  decisive  sentence  yet; 
for  if  we  did,  the  parties  on  either  side  would  be  obliged  to  con- 
fess their  sins.  On  the  contrary  we  judge  it  to  be  best  that  you 
should  settle  these  matters  amicably  between  yourselves;  so  that 
TOur  great  bitterness  towards  each  other,  and  your  alienations, 
may  at  length  come  to  an  end  by  mutual  reconciliation.  We  have, 
to  this  end,  admonished  your  accusers  to  this  course  of  conduct, 
in  a  most  serious  manner.  We  cannot  now  neglect  to  request 
you  to  this  same  course,  in  a  friendly  and  kindly  way. 

And  have  you  not  promised  that  you  would  ever  willingly  sub- 
mit yourself  to  our  admonitions  of  peace?  We  now  renew  these 
admonitions,  and  request  you  to  do  everything  in  your  power  to 
secure  the  restoration  of  peace,  which  is  both  essential  and  profit- 
able to  the  Church.  If  imprudent  things  have  been  done  by  your 
accusers  you  cannot  truly  plead,  as  it  seems  to  us,  that  you  have 
been  entirely  guiltless  of  such  things  yourself.  We  have  already 
referred  to  the  harsh  expressions  which  you  have  used  in  your 
reply,  with  great  sorrow.  We  also  perceive  from  the  accusations 
of  the  people  of  Karetans,  that  this  is  not  the  only  time  such 
expressions  have  been  used  by  you. 

Also  in  your  manner  of  exercising  discipline,  even  excommu- 
nication, on  certain  guilty  persons,  did  you  act  as  prudently  as  is 
becoming  to  a  minister,  in  such  an  important  matter?  Were  there 
such  errors  in  doctrine  or  life  in  those  you  dealt  with,  that  they 
deserved  excommunication?  And  even  if  this  were  the  case, 
would  it  not  have  been  safer  not  to  take  such  an  important  step 
without  first  consulting  Classis? 

Nor  do  we  learn  from  your  reply  whether  the  Lord's  Supper 
was  forbidden  to  the  wife  of  John  Tennis  on  your  sole  authority 
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or  not,  according  to  section  three.  We  are  also  left  in  doubt 
whether  the  Supper  was  administered  privately  or  not  to  Schnie- 
man,  according  to  section  fourteen.  Also  whether  an  irregularitj 
was  committed  in  the  second  citation  of  the  accusers,  the  Con- 
sistory not  having  been  constitutionally  convened;  and  whether 
the  third  citation  did  not  take  place  in  the  same  irregular  man- 
ner, according  to  section  seventeen.  We  are  also  left  in  doubt 
about  the  case  of  Abram  Blauw  and  his  wife,  as  well  as  whether 
the  words  quoted  from  the  book  of  Domine  Morgan,  were  ap- 
proved by  you  or  not.  Indeed,  if  you  reflect  on  your  own  reply 
to  Articles  1,  2,  4,  5,  6,  7,  9,  11,  you  will  readily  perceive  that 
some  things  were  said  and  done  on  your  part,  which  might  have 
been  said  or  done  in  a  more  prudent  manner. 

We  are  all  of  us  hmnan,  and  how  easily  does  that  human 
nature  of  ours  creep  into  all  our  doings?  We  therefore  beseech 
you,  and  exhort  you  to  do  everything  possible  on  your  part  to 
prevent  further  alienation,  and  to  promote  peace,  which  is  the 
chief  ornament  of  the  Church,  and  a  principal  means  for  its 
growth. 

We  therefore  take  the  libertv  of  reconmiendinsr  to  vou  the 
following  means  to  secure  so  desirable  an  end: 

1.  That  you  freely  confess,  that  in  several  instances  you  might 
better  have  spoken  and  acted  otherwise  than  you  did;  in  par- 
ticular, that  some  things  were  done  by  yourself  alone,  which  ought 
to  have  been  done  offioiallv  bv  the  Consistory;  and  also  that  some 
thing's  have  been  done  by  the  C'onsistory  which  should  not  have 
been  done  ^vithout  first  conununicating  wdth  the  Classis. 

2.  That  you  are  willing  to  retract,  in  the  best  way  you  can,  the 
excomnmnication  pronounced  against  the  accusers,  as  being  no 
longer  of  force  against  them;  and  that  you  recognize  them  again 
as  members,  and  invite  them  to  the  commimion  of  the  Turd's 
table;  and  that  vou  will  receive  them  and  treat  them  with  the 
genuine  love  of  brethren. 
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We  believe  this  is  the  best  and  surest  way  for  the  restoration 
of  peace  on  your  part.  We  have  also  not  failed  to  set  before  the 
accusers  most  earnestly  the  obligations  resting  on  them.  For  we 
well  know  that  as  the  peace  was  broken  by  each  side,  it  ought 
therefore  to  be  sought  again  by  each  side.  Thus  may  it  be  re- 
stored and  promoted. 

You  must  also  know  that  we  have  required  from  the  accusers  a 
confession  of  guilt,  for  their  imprudence;  and  that  they  must 
recognize  you  as  an  orthodox  minister,  and  show  all  honor  and 
love  to  you  personally  and  officially. 

Under  such  conditions,  peace  may  be  restored.  We  hope  that 
the  Complainants  will  agree  hereto,  even  as  we  believe  and  ex- 
pect that  you,  deeply  concerned  for  the  peace  of  the  Church,  will 
enter  with  all  readiness  and  zeal  into  this  way  of  peace.  There- 
fore lay  aside  all  mere  human  considerations;  overstep  every  ob- 
stacle; and  do  everything  in  a  spirit  of  gentleness  and  moderation 
to  help  restore  the  peace  which  has  been  broken.  We  hope  that 
the  God  of  love  and  peace  will  influence  your  heart,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  accusers,  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit. 

You  will  easily  understand  that  our  counsel  for  mutual  recon- 
ciliation can  best  be  carried  out,  by  yourself  as  the  party  accused, 
and  by  the  accusers,  without  the  intervention  of  others.  To  this 
a  mutual  desire  for  peace  would  contribute  much. 

But  should  this  useful  result  not  be  effected  by  yourselves, 
our  Classis  asks  you,  whether  you  could  not  select,  to  represent 
each  side,  certain  persons  dwelling  among  you,  as  mediators, 
through  whose  mediations  peace  could  be  secured  in  the  best  way. 
We  cannot  tell  you  with  what  joy  we  would  be  filled,  if  we  hear 
that  our  advice  has  been  accepted  by  you,  and  the  desired  results 
have  been  obtained.  If  however,  contrary  to  our  hopes,  all  these 
efforts  fail,  it  will  grieve  us  greatly.  Wc  would  rather  see  peace 
effected  amicably  among  yourselves,  than  that  we  should  be  com- 
pelled, to  our  own  sorrow,  to  pronounce  final  judgment  upon  the 
accusations.     But  to  this  we  will  not  proceed,  until  we  are  as- 
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sured  by  a  certified  writing  on  yonr  part,  of  the  trath  of  th» 
testimony  of  P.  Goulet,  whereimto  you  appeal,  in  your  replj  to 
the  thirtieth  article  of  the  accusation.  The  Classis  would  also 
gladly  see  that  the  denial  of  what  was  charged  upon  you  by 
article  fifteen,  was  confirmed  by  a  certified  writing  of  the  acquittal 
of  Schureman  by  the  Grand  Juries,  by  whom  Schureman's  ease 
was  investigated,  according  to  your  annotations. 

Finally,  we  assure  you  that  it  would  be  especially  acceptable  to 
us  if  we  should  find  that  we  have  no  need  of  these  documents. 
We  desire,  and  we  pray  God,  that  it  may  please  him  to  heal  this 
breach,  and  to  prosper  the  means  proposed  thereto.  Wherewith, 
after  wishing  the  Lord's  most  precious  blessing  to  rest  upon  your- 
self and  your  sacred  office,  we  remain  with  much  esteem, 
Eeverend  Sir,  and  Highly  Esteemed  Brother, 

Tour  Servants,  highly  esteeming  fellow  brethren  to 
command, 

Cornelius  Houthoff,  Ecc.  Amst. 

Dep.  Classis,  ad  res  exteras,  Praeses. 
J.  Bakker,  Ecc.  Amst.  Dep.  ad  res 
exteras,  p.  t.  Scriba. 

P.  S.  If  any  amicable  reconciliation  cannot  be  effected,  Classis 
retains  the  liberty  either  to  pronounce  judgment  thereon  herself; 
or  if  it  seem  necessary,  to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  the  dedsion 
of  the  Christian  Synod  of  North  Holland. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Complainants  at  Baretans, 

June,  28,  1728.     xxix.  21. 

Worthy  Gentlemen  and  Brethren: — 

The  Rev.  Classis,  having  considered,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
your  accusations  against  Rev.  Fredlinghuyzen,  and  his  reply  to 
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them,  are  obliged  to  confess  their  grief  at  such  great  estrange- 
ments and  violent  disputes,  which  have  arisen  in  the  Church  of 
the  Lord.  Thereby  all  love  is  banished,  and  peace  is  not  only 
broken,  but  all  things  are  turned  into  trouble  and  confusion. 

We  do  not  yet  find  ourselves  in  a  position  to  pronounce  a 
lentence  accurately  upon  the  accusations  presented.  The  peace 
I'f  the  Church,  however,  lies  very  near  our  hearts,  and  we  would 
gladly  see  it  speedily  restored.  We  are  most  earnestly  charged 
bj  the  Classis  to  exhort  you  to  mutual  reconciliation.  Men  and 
brethren,  we  do  beseech  you  to  let  our  advice  find  acceptance 
^h  you,  that  we  may  help  on  with  all  our  power,  so  necessary 
and  useful  a  work.  We  admonish  you  most  seriously  to  take  out 
of  the  way  all  stones  of  stumbling,  in  order  to  prevent  further 
alienations,  and  all  the  mischiefs  which  spring  therefrom.  Em- 
ploy every  means  whereby  quiet  and  peace  may  be  revived  among 
jon,  and  become  permanent. 

And  as  we  speak  thus  to  you,  we  have  also  admonished  and 
besought  Eev.  Friedlinghuyzen  most  seriously  to  a  similar  whole- 
some work  —  that  of  making  mutual  satisfaction  to  each  other. 
Therefore  we  could  not  neglect  recommending  the  same  most 
heartily  to  you.     It  also  seldom  happens  in  great  disputes  that 
the  fault  is  all  on  one  side.     Hence  each  side  ought  to   labor 
equally  to  repair  the  breach.     You  have  brought  forward  many 
accusations  against  Kev.  Friedlinghuyzen.     But  has  there  been 
nothing  done  or  spoken  by  you  against  him  of  which  he  might 
justly  complain  against  you?    Is  it  a  small  thing  in  your  eyes  to 
accuse  a  minister  of  anything,  even  of  heterodoxy?    And  is  your 
accusation  well  foimded?    Or  has  it  not  been  too  lightly  taken 
up  through  some  misimderstanding,  or  imagined  prejudice?  Have 
not  many  thoughtless  and  even  passionate  deeds  been  committed, 
which    cannot    be    reconciled    with    Christian    moderation   and 
humility?    And  is  it  really  prudent  or  edifying,  even  imder  a  for- 
eign iK>wer,  to  make  oneself  master  of  a  church-building  by  force, 
and  tfana  ereMte  a  great  diaturbance  in  the  congregation'^    i^qa 
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charity  always  ruled  in  your  congregation,  when  the  most  uni]iH]j 
portant  words  or  acts  of  your  pastor  have  been  so  easily 
judged? 

Since  things  are  so,  brethren,  we  pray  you  in  tjie  name  of  thO; 
God  of  peace,  that  you  now,  on  your  side,  be  full  of  zeal  to 
promote  reconciliation,  so  that  peace  may  not  only  be  secured,  but 
permanently    re-established    in   your   Church.      Have   you   not'j 
quarreled  long  enough?     Must  the  Church  be  still  longer  dis-., 
turbed?    What  fruits  can  you  expect  from  such  disputes,  except 
worse  confusions  and  wicked  recriminations.     Blessed  are  the 
peacemakers. 

Now  to  attain  that  peace,  so  necessary  to  yourselves  and  the 
Church,  we  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  you  the  follow- 
ing plan: 

1.  That  you  freely  confess  that  in  many  things,  especially  in 
such  as  those  just  mentioned^  you  yourselves  have  acted  impru- 
dently and  improperly. 

2.  Also,  that  you  recognize  Rev.  Friedlinghuyzen  as  an 
orthodox  minister,  and  that  you  express  your  desire  to  live  b 
harmony  with  him,  as  befits  the  members  of  the  Church;  and  that 
you  esteem  him  worthy  of  much  honor  and  love  for  his  office  sake. 

We  do  not  wish  to  doubt  but  that  you  will  be  willing  on  your 
side  to  put  these  peace-measures  into  execution.  Be  also  assured 
that  we  have  prescribed  no  other  measures  to  Rev.  Friedling* 
huyzen,  but  such  as  we  deem  would  further,  with  your  assistance, 
this  reconciliation,  so  desirable  and  necessary;  namely,  that  he  also 
confess  that  he  has  sometimes  spoken  and  acted  imprudently; 
and  that  he  must,  moreover,  annul,  in  the  best  and  most  fitting 
way,  the  excommunication  pronounced  upon  you,  and  recognize 
and  treat  you  as  members  of  the  Church. 

Now  even  as  we  trust  that  Rev.  Friedlinghuyzen  will  show  him- 
self ready  to  do  this  work  of  reconciliation;  so  we  trust  that  no 
less  inclination  may  be  discovered  on  your  side.  Let  all  seeking 
of  self  glory  be  left  out  of  considex^^lioTL  \xv  \A\\&  «j5«ic,    I«t  the 
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>ry  of  God,  the  interests  of  the  Church,  the  beauty  of  peace, 

the  welfare  of  your  souls,  move  you,  and  powerfully  urge 

ir  hearts  to  act  upon  our  wholesome  counsel  of  peace  as  soon 

ipoesible,  and  in  the  spirit  of  gentleness  and  meekness.    It  will 

greatly  to  our  joy  if  we  may  soon  hear  that  a  mutual  recon- 

liation  has  been  completely  effected.    Our  prayer  to  God  is  that 

as  the  Grod  of  peace,  may  mightily  influence  your  hearts  to 

finbn  and  peace. 

No  doubt  it  would  be  best  that  the  proposed  path  of  peace  be 

entered  upon  by  Eev.  Friedlinghuyzen  and  yourselves,  without 

the  intervention  of  others.     Thus  would  it  appear  so  much  the 

more,  that  the  hand  of  brotherhood  and  love  was  given  from  a 

right  and  peace-loving  heart.    But  should  this  not  succeed,  con- 

tniy  to  our  wish,  we  ask  you  to  consider  whether  you  could  not, 

<m  each  side,  choose  persons  through  whose  mediation,  recon- 

eilation  could  be  effected. 

We  do  hope  that  all  these  measures  which  we  have  judged 

good  and  fitting,  shall  not  turn  out  fruitless.    We  are  very  sorry 

that  such  a  violent  and  injurious  fire  of  discord  bums  in  the 

Church  of  our  Ix>rd.    How  much  would  we  love  to  see  that  each 

side  vied  with  the  other  most  quickly  to  quench  the  flame. 

If  however,  we  are  compelled,  contrary  to  our  wishes,  to  give 

sentence  upon   the  "Accusations    and   Reply ",  we   must   await 

some  further  proofs: 

1.  Concerning  that  which  is  brought  forward  by  you  in  the 
Accusation,  on  page  54,  namely,  the  speaking  of  Rev.  Friedling- 
huyzen to  the  Governor,  (Montgomery),  about  Revs.  Du  Bois 
and  Boelen. 

2.  Concerning  your  charge  on  pages  80,  81,  that  Rev.  Fried- 
linghuyzen sets  up  husband  and  wife,  parents  and  children,  against 
each  other. 

3.  And  especially,  concerning  your  assertions  of  the  conduct 
and  relations  of  Rev.  Friedlinghuyzen  with  Schuunnan,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  Preface,  page  4,  and  in  the  Accusation,  pagea  \Q^, 

JJ(^,  146. 
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But  we  reiterate  that  we  have  already  recommended  the 
thing  to  be  done:  namely^  that  yon  come  to  a  mutual  recoi 
tion  between  yourselves,  in  a  spirit  of  meekness  and  friendly  fc 
bearance.     We  beseech  y8u  once  more  to  fulfill  our  wish  in 
respect. 

And  now  may  God  himself,  who  can  do  more  exceeding 
dantly  above  that  we  can  ask  or  think,  fulfill  in  you,  all  that 
help  to  accomplish  this  highly  necessary  work.    Herewith, 
again  wishing  all  manner  of  blessings  to  you,  and  with  all 
ness,  we  remain. 

Highly  Esteemed  Brethren, 

Your  servants  to  command. 

Cor.  Houthoff,  Ecc.  Amst.  Dep.  Claas. 

ad  res  Exteras,  Praeses. 
J.  Bakker,  Ecc.  Amst.  Dep.  ad  res 
Exteras    p.  t.  Scriba. 

P.  S.     If  the  mutual  reconciliation  cannot  be  effected, 
retains  the  liberty  either  to  judge  for  itself,  or  if  it  seems  neoes*  ^ 
sary,  to  give  the  whole  affair  over  to  the  decision  of  the  Synod 
of  North  Holland.  ' 

Synod  of  North  Holland. 

1728,  July  27-Aug.  5. 
Article  2. 

Philadelphia. 

Also  the  Correspondents  (Corresponding  Delegates)  of  the 
Synod  of  South  Holland,  recommended  those  (the  church)  of 
Philadelphia  in  Pennsylvania.  From  that  body  this  Synod  also 
had  received  a  letter,  requesting  that  a  collection  be  taken  up 
for  them  toward  the  building  of  a  new  church  for  our  fellow- 
believers,  who  had  fled  thither  from  the  Palatinate. 

Vol.  60,  p.  13. 
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Glassis  of  Ambtebdam. 
Correspondence  from  America. 

Che  Consistories  of  the  German  Reformed  Churches  of  Falck- 
ner's  Swamp,  Sohipback  and  White  Marsh,  Pa.,  to  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam,  July,  1728.  [Written  by  the  advice  of  the 
Dutch  ministers  of  New  York.    See  Aug.  15,  1728.] 

(Portf oHo  —  "  New  York,"  Vol.  i.) 
To  the  Bev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam: — 

We,  the  undersigned,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Beformed 
Christian  Congregation  at  Falkner's  Schwamp,  Schipback  and 
yfii  Marche,  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  America,  and 
under  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  name  of  our  congrega- 
tions, are,  in  our  extremity,  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  your 
Bev.  Body  to  lay  before  you  the  perplexing  difficulties  of  ourselves 
and  our  congregations,  and  to  beseech  you  to  give  us  your 
Christian  assistance,  by  certain  ecclesiastical  Acts,  on  your  part, 
for  the  promotion  of  our  peace,  and  the  upbuilding  of  the  Be- 
fonned  Religion  in  these  distant  regions  of  the  world. 

The  circumstances  are  these:  We  found  ourselves  in  great 
perplexity.  Our  churches  therefore  commissioned  us  to  consult 
in  reference  to  our  affairs  with  certain  Dutch  Beformed  ministers, 
who,  we  have  heard,  were  to  be  found  in  the  neighboring  prov- 
inces, (of  New  York  and  New  Jersey.)  It  would  have  been  easier 
for  us  to  have  gone  to  see  Domine  Frelinghuysen  in  New  Jersey, 
for  he  is  about  forty  miles  nearer  to  us  than  those  in  New  York. 
But  inasmuch  as  we  have  already  had  to  contend  with  certain 
nrorists  dwelling  among  ourselves,  who  maintain  among  other 
things,  that  one  can  judge  from  a  man's  general  appearance 
whether  he  is  a  Christian  or  not,  and  several  other  matters,  all 
>f  which  we  consider  to  be  not  in  harmony  with  the  views  of 
the  'Refonned  Church;  and  having  heard  while  on  our  ^ouxiv^y 
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that  Domine  Frelinghuysen  holds  some  siicli  views;  or  at  Ic 
that  his  followers  openly  asserted  such  things,  and  judged 
neighbors  rather  freely,  and  also  did  other  things  which  m 
not  conformable  to  the  Word  of  God,  nor  to  the  Order  of 
Dutch  Reformed  Church ;  and  having  been  still  further  informell 
that  Domine  Frelinghuysen,  as  is  well  known,  has  permitted  ani] 
still  permits  the  services  of  an  English  dissenting  minister  ib 
the  church  of  Raretans,  and  that  this  one  also  intrudes  hiinsdf 
into  such  other  Dutch  congregations  and  assemblies,  consisting! 
of  simple-minded  people,  as  he  can  gain  entrance  to;  and  tbtj 
he  is,  as  well  as  Domine  Frelinghuysen  himself,  strongly  inclindd' 
to  Pietistic  and  Labadistic  sentiments,  and  against  which  we  hxvt 
also  ourselves  to  contend  (in  Pennsylvania);  for  such  reasons 
we  were  discouraged  from  resorting  to  Domine  Frelinghuysen, 
and  resolved  not  to  shun  the  trouble  of  going  all  the  way  to  New 
York,  to  consult  with  the  well-known  Dutch  ministers  there,  (Dtt 
Bois  and  Boel),  as  well  as  wdth  Domine  Antonides  on  Long  Island,  ij 

When  we  had  spoken  with  them,  they  advised  us  to  betake  oitt- 
selves  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  for  Christian  aid,  and  to 
explain  our  perplexing  diflficulties  in  all  sincerity,  and  with  prqper 
elaboration,  and  to  submit  to  their  ecclesiastical  judgements. 

Our  congregations  gladly  accepted  of  this  ad\dce.  We,  there- 
fore, take  the  liberty  by  this  letter,  to  set  before  your  Rev.  Body 
our  distress. 

The  first  settlers  in  this  widely-extended  region  of  Pennsyl- 
vania were  Christians  bearing  the  name  of  Quakers.     Hither  also 
came  men  holding  all  sorts  of  opinions.     About  eighteen  years 
ago  (1710)  there  began  to  come  occasionally,  and  to  settle  here 
and  there,  in  places  widely  separated  from  each  other,  certain 
ones  of  the  Reformed  Church.     These  came  from  different  parts 
of  Gennany  and  from  other  places,  and  a  few  also  from  the  neigh- 
boring provinces  of  New  York  and  ?few  Jersey,  etc.      In  time 
these  greatly  multiplied;  but  in  order  not  to  fall  into  the  errors 
of  those  among  whom  they  d\ve\t,  \\iey  \mco\oV^v\  c^w^  ^t^^\,Wt  to 
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:«»<:Ki  works  by  encouraging  each  other  to  hold  religions  meetings 
m  the  Lord's  Day,  etc.,  according  to  the  Doctrine  and  Order  of 
lie  Eeformed  Church,  as  far  as  it  was  understood  by  us. 

As  early  as  1720,  if  not  before,  John  Philips  Boehm  came  over 
to  US.  According  to  his  testimonials,  he  had  diligently  exer- 
cised the  office  of  schoolmaster  and  precentor  for  seven  years  in 
the  city  of  Worms,  Germany.  Then  by  the  persecutions  of  the 
Papists  against  those  of  the  Eeformed  Religion,  he  was  compelled 
to  flee  the  country.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  here,  some  of  his 
neighbors  started  a  religious  meeting.  In  this,  the  said  Johan 
Philips  Boehm  maintained  the  service  of  the  Word,  as  a  Eeader 
(voorlezer),  according  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  for  five  years, 
to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  people.  For  this  he  received  no 
compensation. 

But  we  were  also  very  desirous  of  enjoying  the  Seals  of  the 
Covenant,  but  we  could  not  have  these,  according  to  the  Order 
of  the  Eeformed  Church,  in  this  far  off  country.  Some  had, 
therefore,  gone  over  to  the  (English)  dissenters.  On  this  ac- 
count he  was  earnestly  urged,  time  and  again,  by  all  the  Eeformed 
residing  in  this  vicinity,  to  assume  for  himself  the  office  of  min- 
ister, but  this  he  steadily  refused  to  do.  Meanwhile,  however, 
he  continued  to  maintain  the  general  exercises  of  religious  wor- 
ship to  general  edification,  in  his  capacity  as  a  Eeader. 

But  the  Eeformed   in   this  widely-extended  region   had  now 
increased  to  the  number  of  fifty  men.     They  therefore  continued 
to  urge  him,  since  they  were  a  poor  people  and  living  far  away 
from  all  Eeformed  Churches,  to  assume  in  the  fear  of  the  Tx)rd, 
the  office  of  minister  among  them,  although  not  empowered  to 
do  so  bv  anv  Classis  of  the  Eeformed  Church.     We  did  not  then 
50  well  understand  that  the  authority  of  a  Classis  was  so  abso- 
lutely necessary.      But  he   realized  the  importance  of  such  an 
office,  and  besought  tlicni  to  excuse  him,  alleging  also  that  he 
liad  a  family  to  support  by  the  labor  of  liis  own  hands.     IN'ever- 
tlieless  the  people  continued  to  urge  him  to  take  this  step,  sinA. 
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promised,  according  to  their  ability,  to  support  him>  althouglL 
such,  support  might  be  small.  They  told  him  that  he  could  not 
justify  his  refusal,  before  God,  of  assuming  so  necessary  a  woii:, 
and  that  they  considered  their  unanimous  request  as  lawful  a 
call  as  was  ever  made  upon  any  one;  and  that  this  was  enough, 
since  they  were  separated  so  far  from  any  Olassis. 

Eeverend  Classis,  we  confess  that  at  last  we  persuaded  Johan 
Philips  Boehm,  to  take  upon  himself  the  office  of  minister  among 
us  in  this  extensive  region.  He  had  no  salary  except  the  volun- 
tary contributions  of  the  people.  He  conducted  his  services  ac- 
cording to  the  Doctrines  and  Order  of  the  Reformed  ChureL 
Furthermore,  that  all  things  might  be  done  decently  and  in  order, 
a  certain  Plan  of  Church  Government  was  drawn  up  by  Johan 
Philips  Boehm  and  his  Consistory,  which  was  to  be  maintained 
among  us.  This  was  read  before  the  whole  congregation  and 
subscribed  by  each  individual.  Thus  services  have  now  been 
maintained  for  three  years  with  all  earnestness  and  diligence,  by 
Johan  Philips  Boehm,  as  our  minister,  in  all  three  of  our 
congregations.     [1725-1728.] 

But  to  the  sorrow  of  our  hearts,  some  opposition  began  to  be 
made  to  the  ministerial  standing  of  Domine  Boehm,  because  he 
had  not  received  regular  ordination,  and  our  churches  pondered 
this  matter.  Therefore,  we,  the  undersigned  members  of  the 
Consistory,  with  the  approbation  of  all  the  members  of  our  con- 
gregations, appointed  two  of  the  most  capable  persons  among  us, 
as  commissioners,  to  visit  the  neighboring  —  but  oh!  how  far  dis- 
tant —  provinces,  and  seek  advice  of  intelligent  ministers  there 
(New  York)  to  guide  us  in  this  important  business :  namely,  what 
should  or  could  be  done,  to  vindicate  the  lawfulness  of  the  minis- 
try of  Mr.  Johan  Philips  Boehm  among  us. 

We  hereby  respectfully  present  to  your  Rev.  Bodv  2X)werful 
reasons  for  our  earnest  desires  in  this  business. 

Johan  Philips  Boehm  has  so  favorably  conducted  himself  in 
the  discharge  of  his  religious  oiRce,  not  only  in  reference  to  the 
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doctrines  of  the  Keformed  Church,  but  also  in  reference  to  his 
godly  life,  that  we  have  no  complaint  whatever  to  make  against 
him;  but  we  are  in  duty  bound  to  love  and  honor  him  with  all 
the  heart.  His  is  the  first  instance,  in  this  far  district  of  America, 
(Pennsylvania),  in  which  there  is  an  entire  absence  of  all  offence 
and  scandal,  and  in  which  the  pure  doctrines  of  the  Reformed 
Beligion,  according  to  his  ability,  and  according  to  the  Church- 
Order  of  the  Netherlands,  are  daily  proclaimed  and  confirmed 
among  ns. 

Our  three  congregations,  which  are  yet  small  and  poor,  namely, 
of  Ealkner's  Schwamp,  Schipback  and  Wit  Marche,  the  largest  of 
which  consists  only  of  twenty  four  men,  the  second  about  twenty, 
and  the  smallest  of  not  more  than  fourteen,  are  separated  more 
than  sixty  English  miles  from  one  another,  and  are  distant  full  one 
hnndred  and  seventy  (English)  miles  from  New  York. 

The  most  of  the  civil  magistrates  among  us  are  Quakers,  as  they 
are  called.  Your  Eev.  Body  must  not  conceive  of  us  in  any  other 
lights  than  as  living  among  all  sorts  of  errorists,  as  Independents, 
Puritans,  Anabaptists,  the  New-bom,  Saturday-folks,  (Seventh- 
Day  Baptists?),  yea,  as  living  among  some  of  the  most  dreadful 
heretics,  as  Socinians^  Pietists,  etc.,  among  whom  dreadful  errors 
prevail:  such  as  accursed  blasphemies  against  our  Great  God  and 
Savior,  and  a  peculiar  treason  against  the  Divine  Majesty,  saying, 
that  they  have  essential  divinity  in  themselves;  that  they  cannot 
sin;  that  what  they  condemn  or  approve  is  the  same  as  God's  con- 
demnation or  approval.  They  believe  that  there  is  no  other 
heaven  or  hell,  than  what  is  here  on  earth ;  they  even  deny  Divine 
Providence,  and  assert  that  nothing  needs  the  blessing  of  God; 
that  all  the  prolificacy  of  the  ground,  of  animals  and  of  the  hu- 
man race,  comes  simply  from  nature,  without  any  care  on  the 
part  of  God;  and  also  that  prayer  is  useless.  Indeed,  we  do  not 
know  of  any  godless  notion  which  has  not  its  defenders  among 
some  class  or  other  of  those  among  whom  we  dwell. 

Good  as  the  land  is  in  which  we  live,  equally  disheartening  and 
ieplorable  is  our  condition  respecting  all  spiritual  things,  as  "jow 
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may  easily  discern.     It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  simple-minded 
people,  generally,  most  of  whom  are  quite  inexperienced  and 
poor,  and  live  distant  from  one  another,  are  in  the  greatest  dan-  \ 
ger  of  contamination.     Therefore  we  feel  it  to  be  very  impera- 
tive on  us  to  establish  a  pure  religious  worship,  and  to  maintain 
it  by  every  agency  possible,  and  in  accordance  with  the  Word 
of  God;  that  ourselves  and  children,  and  the  many  simple-minded 
souls  in  whom  there  is  still  a  real  desire  for  the  pure  teachings 
of  the  Holy  Gospel,  may  not  be  lost  forever  in  this  soul-destroy- 
ing whirlpool  of  apostasy;  but  that  they  should  work  out  their 
own  salvation,  as  well  as   that  of  each   other,   with  fear  and 
trembling. 

Will  your  Rev.  Body,  tlierefore,  be  kind  enough  to  take  notice^ 
that  as  the  most  unassuming  sects,  as  they  seem  to  be,  among 
whom  we  live,  are  ever  trying  to  entrap  the  simple  minded  people 
under  a  Pharisaic  guise  of  hypocrisy;  so  are  they  very  persistent 
in  all  kinds  of  allurements.  For  they  appear  to  be  willing  to  help 
the  poor,  provided  tliey  will  join  their  sect.  They  also  assert  that 
they  cannot  enjoy  the  preaching  of  the  Word  anywhere  else,  but 
at  the  same  time  they  never  stop  their  abuse  of  Protestant  minis- 
ters who  have  a  definite  salary,  referring  to  them  as  mere  hire- 
lings. 

The  majority  of  the  people  here  arc  both  ignorant  and  poor, 
and  are  almost  dailv  besou^jrht  bv  these  others  to  leave  us.  It 
was,  therefore,  quite  impossible  for  us  to  secure  a  minister  and 
promise  him  any  definite  salary;  and  also,  especially,  because  we 
were  without  anv  ability  at  the  time  that  Mr.  Boehm  undertook 
to  lead  us  in  our  religious  services.  Unle^^s  we  were  quite  ^\^lling, 
therefore,  to  surrender  these  innocent  lambs  —  these  poor  people, 
to  the  unceasing  attacks  of  these  ravening  wolves  in  sheep's  cloth- 
ing, there  seemed  to  be  no  other  feasible  way  than  that  the  said 
Boehm  —  a  man  well-known  as  one  of  unusual  knowledge  in 
sound  doctrine,  of  irreproachable  life,  of  exemplary  zeal  in  op- 
posing  all  these  heresies  and  waTivmg  l\\e  \e,YV0Y2L\\\.  ^^"a.vws^.  xk^^ia. — 
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seemed,  we  say,  to  be  no  other  feasible  way  than  earnestly 
beseech  him  to  assume  the  ministerial  office  among  us,  out  of 
for  the  work,  but  without  any  definite  salary.  At  the  same 
J,  however,  we  promised  to  try  to  secure  for  him  some  volun- 
taiy  gifts  from  those  of  ability  to  give,  although  these  might  be 
BntlL  Such  then  has  been  our  course,  partly  to  escape  the  slander 
of  the  sects,  and  partly  because  we  could  act  in  no  other  way. 

But  when,  in  the  meantime,  we  understood  from  the  said  minis- 
fcere,  that,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Reformed  Church,  no 
(Hie  could  be  acknowledged  as  a  lawful  minister,  unless  he  had 
been  previously  examined  and  approved  by  some  Classis  of  the 
Reformed  Church;  but  that  we,  because  of  our  great  necessities, 
tt  well  as  our  ignorance  of  the  proper  way  of  securing  a  legally- 
odled  minister  in  the  Reformed  Church  had  made  the  mistake 
of  getting  apart  Johan  Philips  Boehm,  as  our  minister,  we  were 
greatly  grieved  at  our  wrong  conduct.  According  to  the  advice 
of  the  said  ministers,  therefore,  who  told  us  that  they  could  be  of 
no  assistance  to  us  in  this  matter,  we  present  our  case  before  the 
Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  with  all  deference,  and  humbly,  but 
earnestly  request,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  that  in  view  of  all  that 
has  happened,  our  great  error  may  be  overlooked,  and  that  the 
Classis  will  be  kind  enough  to  help  in  some  way,  to  counteract 
^»ur  mistake  in  this  important  business,  and  to  bring  about  a  set- 
tlement for  us  in  all  our  perplexities. 

We  beseech  the  Rev.  Classis  also  kindlv  to  remember  the  evil 
consequences  which  would  ensue,  if  all  that  has  been  clone  amongst 
lis  should  be  declared  null  and  void.  For  Domine  Bochra  was 
'ailed  by  us  to  be  the  teacher  in  our  three  congregations,  and 
las  administered  the  Seals  of  the  Covenant  in  general.  He  has, 
n  particular,  administered  the  rite  of  holy  baptism  to  more 
ban  two  hundred  children,  as  well  as  to  many  others  who, 
hrough  his  zeal  have  left  the  diflFerent  sects,  which  do  not  be- 
eve  in  baptism,  and  have  come  over  to  us.  Think  what  a  division 
uch  a  decision  would  make  in  our  church,  and  how  it  would  ex- 
ose  us  to  the  derision  of  all  kinds  of  errorists.    Indeed,  it  is  to  be 


1728 


1728 


2432  Ecclesiastical  Becokds 

feared  that  tlie  exercise  of  the  Reformed  Religion,  among 
many  enemies,  would  be  greatly  retarded;  that  what  has  al 
been  accomplished,  in  our  weakness,  and  among  many  difficnl: 
imto  edification,  would  be  utterly  lost;  that  our  congregatioiu 
their  very  start,  would  perish;  and  that  many  of  these  poor  i^ 
rant  people  would  be  sadly  led  astray  in  the  various  forms  of 
structive  errors. 

And  while  we  hope  that  the  Classis  will  take  to  heart  all  tl 
we  have  said,  nevertheless  Mr.  Boehm  is  willing,  as  will  ai 
from  the  accompanying  letter,  to  submit  fully  to  the  d 
of  the  Rev.  Classis.  If  the  Classis  thinks  it  to  be  necessaiy 
him  to  cease  from  ministerial  duties  —  although  it  was  not  he  wl 
sought  the  office,  but  the  office  was  pressed  upon  him  by  us  all 
and  return  to  his  worldly  calling,  only  continuing  in  the  oflBoe 
Reader,  as  before,  he  will  do  so.  In  doing  thus  he  is  only 
ing  to  free  his  conscience.  Yet  the  love  of  the  people  has  daily 
increased  towards  him  from  the  beginning  of  his  service  un^ 
the  present,  and  the  congregations  have  grown  daily.  But,  pie^ 
haps,  if  God  should  spare  Mr.  Boehm  to  us  a  little  longer,  te 
might  be  the  instrumentality  of  bringing  us  to  such  a  conditioDi 
that  upon  his  death  we  might  be  able  to  call  a  minister  from  Hot 
land.  But  we  fear  that  if  he  should  give  up  his  ministry  now,"TW 
would  be  worse  off  than  ever,  as  we,  Reformed  Church  believen 
are  few  and  poor,  and  widely  scattered  in  this  distant  region  oi 
the  world. 

Nevertheless,  we  now  submit  the  whole  business  to  the  wisdom, 
as  well  as  to  the  jus*  and  salutary'  decree  of  the  Rev.  Classis  oJ 
Amsterdam.  And  with  all  deference,  we  earuestlv  beseech  thai 
their  answer  may  be  sent  to  us  as  soon  as  possible. 

But  inasmuch  as  we  also  mentioned  in  our  letter  the  special 
Church-Order  established  by  us,  we  feel  that  we  ought  to  forwart 
a  copy  of  the  same  that  the  Rev.  Classis  may  understand  exactly 
our  mode  of  governing  the  Church.  The  following  are  oui 
CHURCH  ORDINANCES,  adopted  some  time  ago,  but  recentlj 
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|e?ised,  and  which  we  now  send  with  all  deference  to  the  Classis 
rf  Amsterdam. 

Church-Ordinances  of  Boehm's  Church. 

1.  That  all  the  members  of  the  Consistory  now  in  office  in 
iD  three  of  the  villages,  shall  be  duly  recognized,  and  as  such 
ibll  remain  in  office  during  the  balance  of  their  terms:  that 
niieii  all  the  members  of  the  Church,  with  the  minister  and  also 
{be  members  of  the  Consistory,  shall  choose  new  members  for  the 
OoDsistory:  that  at  the  same  time,  all  the  members  of  the  Church 
OdlectiYely,  shall  transfer  all  power  and  right  henceforth  to  his 
■urn  (local)  Consistory,  and  choose  a  Consistory  (for  each  local 
oSinrch)  from  year  to  year,  by  a  majority  vote;  inasmuch  as  it  is 
M)t  practicable,  on  account  of  the  growth  and  the  wide  extent  of 
Hie  Church,  for  all  the  members  to  meet  only  for  this  object. 

The  persons  so  chosen  shall  be  published  for  three  Sundays, 
Qich  in  his  own  congregation,  to  discover  if  any  lawful  objec- 
lioiis  can  be  made  against  them.  If  not  they  shall  be  ordained  to 
tiidr  office  at  the  time  of  the  third  publication. 

But  if  it  should  come  to  pass  —  which  we  hope  may  not  be 

ihe  case,  that  any  member  of  the  Consistory  should  behave  dis- 

^krderlj,  or  cause  trouble  and  division  in  the  congregation,  then, 

nch  individual  shall  be  duly  warned  by  the  others,  to  cease  from 

such  ways;  and  if  they  do  not  obey,  he  shall  be  turned  out  of 

office  and  another  shall  be  chosen  in  his  stead,  from  those  who 

were  last  in  service.     He  shall  then  be  regularly  ordained  and 

-  {terform  the  duties  of  his  office.    The  same  course  shall  be  pursued 

:  if  any  one  dies  in  office. 

r 
P 

r  2.  When  the  term  of  office  of  any  Elder  or  Deacon  expires, 
I  ke  may  be  exempt  from  service  for  two  years,  and  may  then 
p.^  igain  be  chosen.  But  he  may  be  chosen  even  earlier,  if  the  Con- 
^  sistory  for  the  time  being  deem  it  necessary. 

3.  The  Elders,  Deacons,  with  all  the  membership  of  the  three 
'Plages  avow  their  desire  to  retain  Mr.  Johan  Philips  BoeVnn 
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among  them  as  their  minister.     He  has  hitherto  perfonned 
duties  among  them  acceptably  and  with  all  fidelity,  and  a( 
ing  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

4.  The  minister,  with  the  Elders  and  Deacons  and  the  wl 
congregation  shall  fix  the  times  and  places,  when  and  where  di^ 
services  sliall  be  held,  whether  on  the  Lord's  Day  or  on  ot 
days. 

5.  The  rite  of  baptism  shall  always  be  maintained  gratnitOY 
at  the  close  of  worship.    Besides  the  Elders,  there  shall  be 
witnesses  at  the  baptism,   which  edifying  custom  shall  not 
changed  for  slight  reasons.      These  witnesses  (sponsors)  must 
sound  in  doctrine  and  of  blameless  life. 

6.  The  Holy  Supper  shall  be  administered  twice  a  year  in 
place  where  public  worship  is  maintained.     No  one  shall  be 
ccived  thereto,  exce])t  upon  confession  of  his  faith  before  the  Coa» 
sistory,  and  the  evidences  of  a  pious  life;  or  upon  the  produetkiK 
of  a  proper  certificate  from  some  other  Reformed  Church,  accord- 
ing to  the  Cliureh-Order  of  the  Synod  of  Dort,  1618-19.     (Arti-   \ 
cie  Gl.)     All   tlio  members  shall   attend  worfehip  constantly,  if   -^ 
able  to  do  so,  and  also  be  present  at  the  Preparatory  Sermoo. 
Those  who  uG^iloft  tbus  to  act  shall  be  admonished  bv  the  Con- 
^isto^v'',  if  it   be  deemed  necessary.     The  elder  members  shall 
kindly  instruct  the  younger  in  the  Reformed  Religion,  and  to 
this  end,  shall  make  careful  arramrements  that  thev  may  hear 
the  Word  of  God,  in  the  preaching  and  catechetical  ser\'ices,  that 
the  younger  also  may  in  due  time  come  to  the  Lord's  Table.    All 
the  members,  of  either  of  the  three  congregations,  shall  have 
the  privileges  of  communing  in  either  of  the  churches,  so  long 
as  they  have  a  minister  in  common,  provided  no  impediment  exists. 

7.  The  bread  and  wine  for  the  Lord's  Supper  shall  be  furnished 
bv  the  Deacons.  Thev  shall  also  collect,  and  distribute  the  alms, 
and  give  a  true  report  of  the  same.  The  members  of  the  Con- 
sistory, whether  Elders  or  Deacons,  to  whom  the  church-chest 
— 'I  anv  other  property  jire  committed,  si  jail  render  an  annual 
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jport  before  the  congregation  of  their  management  of  the  same. 
^o  this  end  they  shall  keep  a  true  account  of  all  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures. This  account,  when  it  has  been  audited,  shall  be 
signed  by  the  minister  as  correct,  in  the  name  of  all. 

8.  In  order  to  meet  the  general  necessities  of  the  Church,  the 
Deacons  shall  always  collect  the  free  gifts  of  the  church  at  the 
close  of  each  service. 

9.  If  any  member,  male  or  female,  fall  into  uncleanness  or 
other  sin,  such  shall  be  put  under  censure  by  the  Consistory,  until 
they  promise  amendment  and  give  evidence  of  the  same. 

10.  The  office  and  duty  of  the  minister  shall  be  to  preach  the 
pure  doctrine  of  the  Reformed  Church,  according  to  the  Word 
of  God;  to  administer  the  Seals  of  the  Covenant,  at  the  proper 
time  and  place;  to  hold  strictly  to  the  Confession  of  Faith  (the 
Belgic  Confession)  of  the  Reformed  Church;  regularly  to  ex- 
pound the  Ileidelberg  Catechism;  to  catechise  (the  children),  and, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Elders,  to  exercise  discipline.  He  must 
also  not  omit  to  hold  services,  unless  unavoidably  prevented,  at 
the  prescribed  times  and  places,  namely,  at  Falkner's  Schwamp, 
Schipback  and  Wit  Marche. 

11.  A  Consistory  meeting  shall  be  held  at  least  semi-annually, 
and  the  minister  shall  record  all  ecclesiastical  acts  in  a  Book. 

12.  If  the  minister  should  desire  to  leave,  either  because  he 
has  been  called  to  some  other  field,  or  for  other  proper  reasons, 
he  must  inform  the  congrcp:ation  thereof  as  quickly  as  possible, 
that  it  may  not  he  left  desolate;  but  that  it  may  provide  itself 
as  expeditiously  as  possible  with  another  suitable  man.  Also  the 
minister  must  deport  himself  in  all  things,  as  becomes  a  true 
servant  of  Christ,  and  as  one  under  Him  wlio  is  the  Great  Shep- 
herd of  the  sheep. 

13.  The  minister.  Elders  and  Deacons,  shall  conjointly  main- 
tain a  careful  supervision  over  the  congregation.     They  shall 
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appear,  at  the  appointed  time  and  place,  to  hold  a  meeting  of  the 
ConEtistoiy,  and  shall  not  neglect  to  hold  such  meetings  without 
sufficient  cause.  They  shall  faithfully  perform  the  foregoing  rnle% 
each  in  his  respective  office,  according  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 
Whosoever  knows  of  any  offence,  done  by  any  member  of  the 
Church  or  Consistory,  is  in  conscience  bound  to  reveal  the  samOi 
not  through  any  malice  or  hatred,  but  in  order  to  remove  offence. 
The  accused  shall  not  demand  the  name  of  his  accuser,  nor  obsti- 
nately deny  his  faults,  if  proved,  nor  wickedly  continue  in  the 
same.  Those  who  thus  act  shall  be  rejected  as  members  of  the 
Church,  until  they  promise  amendment  of  life  and  show  it 

If  anyone  bring  any  charge  against  the  doctrine  or  life  of  the 
minister,  or  any  member  of  the  Church,  or  any  private  memberi    | 
such  person  shall  refrain  from  any  counter  injury  or  slander,  and  | 
not  seek  private  revenge,  but  refer  the  matter  to  the  Consistoxy,   \ 
which  shall  be  imder  obligations  to  remove  such  charge  with  all 
diligence. 

14.  And  as  we  trust  that  the  Rev.  Classis  will  foster  us  in  our 
sad  condition,  and  help  us  in  our  Christian  efforts:  —  so  We,  bind 
ourselves  to  lay  all  calls  hereafter,  for  our  future  ministers,  before 
your  Rev.  Body,  and  accept  your  action  thereon.  We  will  also 
conduct  ourselves  with  our  present  minister,  according  to  such 
directions  as  you  may  deem  proper  for  our  Church,  according  to 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church-Order.  Also  the  newly-elected 
members  of  the  Consistory,  before  entering  upon  the  dischaige 
of  their  duties,  shall  annually  subscribe  all  this,  when  you  have 
approved  it,  that  they  may  the  better  perform  these  promises 
which  we  make  for  ourselves  and  our  successors.  And  in  order 
that  everyone  may  strictly  conform  to  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church-Order,  according  to  his  office  and  his  station,  these  pro- 
posed ordinances,  with  such  amendments  as  you  may  suggest,  at 
each  new  election  or  ordination  of  Consistory,  shall  be  annually 
read  before  the  congregation. 

A  written  "  Confession  of  Faith  ",  prepared  by  Domine  Johan 
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PUlipB  Boehm,  and  signed  by  him,  accompanies  this  communica- 
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Nothiiig  more  remains  for  us  to  do,  except  to  repeat  our  heart- 
Wt  desires  before  God^  that  what  we  have  thus  undertaken  to  do 
m  hiB  fear,  may  be  received  favorably  by  you.  We  have  offered 
■mhj  prayers  that  through  Ood's  mercies  we  may  receive  your 
•'Vidiad-f or  help.  And  if  our  fervent  longings  for  such  good  results 
^tm  fulfiUedy  we  shall  always  gratefully  recognize  it  as  the  special 
lYiovidence  of  Gted's  gracious  care  over  us,  for  the  upbuilding  and 
[  austaining  of  his  Church  against  the  manifold  errors  and  evils 

vliieh  are  all  about  us. 
To  this  end,  and  for  the  welfare  of  God's  House  in  general, 

sty  our  gracious  Heavenly  Father,   in  the  Lord  Jesus,   and 

'ttrongii  the  Holy  Spirit  abundantly  bless  you,  your  families  and 

your  holy  office.    Such  is  our  sincere  wish  and  prayer, 
Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ,  of  your  humble  servants 

vlio  thus   petition  you,  your  brethren,  yea,  rather,  children  in 

the  Lord, 

The  Consistories  of  the  three  Reformed  Churches  of  Falkner's 

Sehwamp,  Schipback  and  Wit  Marchc. 

In  the  name  of  all, 

(Signed  each  by  his  own  hand). 


[ 


Peimsylvania, 

July,  1728. 

'   William  De  Wees.  Sebastian  Reifsnyder. 

'   hue  Dilbeek.  Ludwich  Kuauws. 

Oeoige  Philip  Totterer.  Laurence  Bingeman. 

Frederik  Antes.  Joh.  Renenstock. 

Joh.  Meyer.  George  Klaner. 

Jtc.  Meyer.  Leonhard  Sperr. 

Gabriel  Schuiler.  John  Stephen  LHrich. 

Joh.  Berkenbeil.  John  I^  Fevre. 

(See  also  Lib.  A.  Ch.  New  York,  261-272;  and  Mercersberg 
Beview,  1876.) 
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Dutch  Chusch  of  New  York. 

Aug.  14,  1728. 

Consistory  held.  After  calling  on  God's  name,  Kesolved, 
the  contract  with  Mr.  H.  Van  der  Spiegel,  for  makiiig  the 
dows  in  the  iN^ew  Church,  should  be  signed  in  the  Church 
This  is  as  follows:  That  for  making  the  sash,  Mr.  Vander 
shall  have  fifteen  pence  a  foot  —  he  to  find  all  the  glass  and  fram-i 
ing.  He  is  to  wait  for  his  money  for  twelve  months  from  die 
time  he  begins  his  work. 

It  was  also  thought  well  that  it  should  be  signed  ad  memoruh 
dum  that  the  Consistory  should  for  the  debt  due  by  the  widow  of 
Tobias  Stoutenberg  to  our  Deacons,  be  (for  certain  reasons)  sati»- ' 
fied  with  one  hundred  pounds.     This  the  Deacons  have  accord-^ 
ingly  received. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Kevs.  G.  Du  Bois,  Vincentius  Antonides  and  Henricus  Boel 

to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  August  15,  1728. 

:N"ew  York,  August  15,  1728. 

Reverend,  Godly  and  Most  Learned  Sirs, 

The  Reverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Highly  Esteemed  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Jesus  Christ: — 

When  Mr.  Johan  Philips  Boehm  and  William  De  Wees  came 
before  us  on  May  16,  1728  as  Commissioners  of  the  Reformed 
Christian  Consistory  of  Falkner's  Schwamp,  Schipback  and  Wit 
Marche,  and  laid  their  ease  before  us;  on  mature  consideration, 
we  found  it  of  such  a  character,  and  of  so  much  importance,  that 
we  advised  them  to  present  it,  in  all  its  details,  to  the  Rev.  Classis 
of  Amsterdam,  and  cheerfully  to  submit  to  your  official  decision 
thereon.     Otherwise  we  did  not  dare  to  think  or  hope  that  the 
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Bev.  QawiB  would  even  consider  the  case.  We  knew  also  that 
you  would  come  to  no  other  conclusion  than  what  you  would 
consider  best  for  the  honor  of  God  and  the  welfare  of  their  con- 
gregations. They  have,  accordingly,  within  a  few  days  past,  sent 
us  the  enclosed  papers,*  with  the  request  that  we  would  for- 
ward the  same  to  your  Eev.  Body,  and  add  a  letter  of  our  own, 
in  testimony  of  the  foregoing.  We  hereby  do  this  with  our 
hearty  good-wishes. 

Reverend,  Godly  and  Very  Learned  Sirs, 

Your  humble  servants  and  fellow  laborers  in  the  Lord, 

G.  Du  Bois. 

V.  Antonides. 

Henricus  Boel. 

See  also  Lib.  A,  Ch.  of  N.  Y.,  261-272,  and  Mercersberg  Re- 
view. 1876. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Extracts  (from  Letters)  from  Gale 
and  Staten  Island. 

1728,  Oct.  4th.  Two  extracts  were  read,  one  from  a  letter 
from  Gale,  the  other  from  a  letter  from  Staten  Island.  The  Rev. 
(Deputati)  are  requested  to  furnish  the  dassis  with  a  report 
(pre-advice)  on  these  matters,    x.  325. 

(Curtenius.) 

1728,  Oct.  4th.  Rev.  Antonius  Ourtenius,  having  exhibited 
proper  testimonials,  and  having  preached  a  sermon  in  our  As- 
sembly on  Matt.  3 :  2,  "  Repent  ye,  for  the  Kingdom  of  heaven  is 
at  hand,"  requests  to  be  received  inter  commendatos  for  the 
churches  in  foreign  lands.    This  was  granted,    x.  326. 

^  See  letter  from  Pennsylvania  to  Classls,  July,  172S. 
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Rev.  Nathan  Eriekzon. 

1728,  Oct.  4th.  It  was  also  announced  by  Rev.  Houthof,  i 
behalf  of  the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  that  Be^ 
If  athan  Eriekzon  had  been  assigned  as  preacher  to  Ouracoa,  ha^ 
ing  been  formerly  minister  at  Wolterum.  Having  exhibits 
proper  certificates,  he  was  called  by  the  C'lassis,  and  installed  I 
office,  having  agreed  to  correspond  with  the  Classis.  He  8ul:>— 
initted  himself  to  the  Formulae  of  Concord  and  the  resolution.  =3 
of  Synod,    x.  326. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Pennsylvania. 

1728,  Nov.  14th.     It  was  reported  by  Rev.  Houthof  that  the 
Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  had  received  a  communication  from  New 
York  in  regard  to  the  (German)  churches  in  Pennsylvania.     The 
Deputati  were  thereupon  requested  to  write  comfortingly  to  those 
congregations,  and  assure  them  of  the  future  consideration  of  this 
case  (about  ordination  of  Boehm),  and  an  answer  thereto,  and 
to  furnish  this  Classis  with  a  report  (pre-advice)  thereon.     The 
Revs,  van  de  Wal  and  Alsteyn  are  also  requested  to  assist  these 
Brethren,  on  account  of  their  acquaintance   with  the   German 
language,    x.  328. 

Dutch  Chukch  of  New  York. 

Nov.  20,  1728. 

Consistory  held,  after  calling  on  God's  name.  The  contract 
which  Capt.  Rutgers,  Mr.  J.  Roseveld  and  Mr.  Banker  had  made, 
on  Nov.  14,  1728,  with  the  Carpenter  and  Mason  of  the  New 
Church,  was  approved  on  Nov.  20,  1728,  and  ordered  to  be  set 
for  ad  memorandum. 

The  contract  with  Mr.  Tennis  Tiebouwt  is  as  follows:  The 
whole  arched  ceiling  he  is  to  make  complete  the  clear  lengthy 


* 
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the  floor  above  the  ceiling,  and  for  this  he  is  to  have  twenty  live 
pounds. 

The  contract  of  Jan  Bogert  and  P.  Brouwer  is  this:  For  every 
fifteen  feet  of  the  timber  which  they  split  and  nail  in  the  ceiling, 
the  Church  is  to  pay  them  one  pound  and  six  shillings. 

G.  du  Bois,  p.  t.  Praeses.    Liber  B.  75. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  German  Churches  in 
Pennsylvania,  under  the  care  of  Johan  Philips  Boehm, 
ITovember  28,  1728.     xxix.  33.     IsTo.  3. 

Very  Worthy  and  Much  Beloved  Brethren  in  the  Lord:  — 

On  the  reading  of  your  communication,  sent  to  us  by  way  of 
iW  York,  under  date  of  July  1728,  our  Classis  was  deeply  moved 
with  sympathy  at  your  distressed  and  lamentable  condition,  and 
tt  the  same  time  felt  that  the  reasonable  complaints,  which  you 
poured  into  her  bosom,  had  sufficient  justification.  Be  assured 
that  the  Classis  takes  your  cause  to  her  heart,  and  according  to  her 
ability,  will  endeavor  to  devise  and  accomplish  what  may  serve 
for  the  attainment  of  your  wishes,  and  the  improvement  of  your 
condition. 

The  principal  matter,  about  which  you  request  our  judgment 
and  assistance,  appears  so  important  to  our  Classis,  that  she  will 
take  it  into  careful  consideration,  in  order  to  send  you  her  matured 
judgment  upon  the  subject  by  the  next  opportunity. 

Meanwhile,  Worthy  Brethren,  you  will  have  need  of  patience, 
courage  and  prudence.  Do  not  grow  weary  under  your  trials. 
Quit  you  like  men.  Be  strong.  Serve  yourselves  with  such  facil- 
ities as  are  at  hand.  Xeglect  not  the  assembling  of  yourselves 
together,  although  you  have  to  meet  amid  malicious  adversaries. 
But  be  steadfast  and  immovable  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  know- 
ing that  your  labor  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  Are  you  not  zeal- 
ous in  a  good  cause?    By  it,  the  glory  of  God  and  the  interests  of 
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the  Kingdom  of  Jesus  will  be  advanced.     Search  his  Word  con- 
stantly.   Let  your  desires  mount  up  before  his  throne  in  earnest 
supplications.    Cast  your  troubles  on  the  Lord.    Best  in  his  wis- 
dom, power,  mercy  and  fidelity,  as  the  One  who  knows,  and  is 
able  and  willing  to  deliver  all  who  put  their  trust  in  him.    The 
good  work  he  has  begun  among  you,  he  is  able  also  to  finish;  and 
he  does  not  let  the  work  of  his  hands  fail.    He  has  often  shown 
that  he  plants  and  preserves  His  church  in  spite  of  all  opposition. 
Therefore,  Brethren,  be  of  good  courage,  and  let  not  your  hands 
hang  down.     Wait  on  the  Lord,  and  he  shall  strengthen  your 
heart. 

May  he  who  can  do  far  more  abundantly,  above  all  tbat  we  are 
able  to  ask  or  think,  hear  you  in  your  day  of  trouble.  May  he 
give  you  light  for  darkness,  and  endue  you  with  wisdom,  courage, 
fidelity,  that  you  may  persevere  in  your  good  work  begun,  witii 
steadfast  purpose  of  heart.  May  he  cause  you  to  experience  in 
his  own  good  time  the  desired  results  of  all  your  efforts.  May 
he  fulfill  all  your  pleasure. 

This  is  all  we  have  to  say  at  present.  Expect  more  particular 
advice  at  the  next  opportunity.  We  remain  with  brotherly 
greetings, 

Respected  and  Much  Beloved  Brethren, 

Your  servants  and  sympathising  brethren  in  Christ, 
Cor.  Houthoff,  Ecc.  Amst.  et  Dep  ad  res 

Exteras,  p.  t.  Praeses. 
John  Bakker,  Ecc.  Amst.  et  Dep.  ad  res 
Exteras,  p.  t.  Scriba. 

To  the  Worthy,  Godly  and  Esteemed  Brethren,  N.  N.  N.  Jf. 
members  of  the  Consistories  of  the  Reformed  Churches  in  Penn- 
sylvania, especially  of  Falkner's  Schwamp,  Schipback  and  Wit 
Marche. 

This  letter  found  also  in  Lib.  A.,  274,  of  Mints.  Ch.  of  New 
York.  Printed  in  Christian  Intelligencer,  September  23,  1852; 
in  Mercersberg  Review,  1876. 
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Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Eev.  Ministers  at  New 
Fork,  December  1,  1728.     xxix.  34.     No.  4. 

Korthy  Sirs  and  Brethren: — 

He  document  accompanying  this  (of  November  28,  1728,)  is 

to  the  brethren  in  Pennsylvania.  With  their  sad  condition  the 
(laasis  has  great  sympathy.  The  principal  matter,  which  excites 
tke  greatest  anxiety,  is  considered  by  Classis  too  important  to 
gire  an  opinion  on  hastily.  Therefore,  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  will  be  considered  carefully  by  the  Deputies,  that  the  case 
may  be  ready  for  decision  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Classis,  and 
those  brethren  will  be  informed  of  the  resolution  of  the  Classis 
u  soon  as  possible. 

Meanwhile,  we  have  informed  the  brethren  in  Pennsylvania, 
that  our  Classis  has  accepted  their  complaints,  and  is  ready  to 
assist  them  by  counsel  and  deeds.  At  the  same  time,  they  are 
exhorted  to  make  use  of  the  means  of  grace  such  as  are  ready  at 
hand,  until  more  favorable  circumstances  occur,  to  which  end  the 
Classis  will  use  every  endeavor. 

The  address,  by  reason  of  the  omission  of  the  same  in  the 
letters  of  those  brethren,  can  only  be  expressed  in  a  general  way. 
We  therefore  request  that  you  will  forward  our  letter  to  them, 
enclosed  in  this,  as  soon  as  possible. 

As  for  the  rest,  the  Deputies  desire  that  everything  in  the 
churches  of  New  Netherland  may  be  done  in  a  regular  manner. 
We  say  this,  especially  because  complaints  are  sent  up,  in  regard 
to  the  refusal  (in  certain  places)  to  receive  ordinary  church-certi- 
Scates.  It  will  be  agreeable  to  our  Classis  that  every  one  act  in 
his  matter,  not  according  to  personal  feelings,  but  according  to 
he  common  Church-Order.  The  Classis  thinks  that  as  to  the 
coeptiiig  of  certificates,  it  is  safer  to  follow  the  usual  order  o£ 
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the  church,  than  that  church  interests  should  be  controlled 
personal  considerations. 
Herewith,  etc.,  etc 

Dutch  Chuech  of  New  Yoek. 

Dec.  12,  1728, 

After  calling  on  God's  name,  the  Consistory  Resolved, 
for  the  use  of  the  Velvet  Pall,  eighteen  shillings  shall  be 
each  time;  for  the  new  Black  Cloth  Pall,  twelve  shillings;  for 
old  Black  Cloth  Pall,  eight  shillings. 

Mr.  Cook  shall  be  directed,  until  further  ordered,  to  play 
the  organ  when  "  Church  is  going  out,"  the  Psalm  which 
just  been  simg. 

Liber  B.  79, 

Dutch  Church  of  New  Yoek. 

Jan.  9,  1728-9.  [1729.] 

After  calling  on  God's  name,  it  was  unanimously  Resolved  by 
the  Consistory,  That  the  Church  Masters  should  pay  to  Mr.  Cook 
his  last  quarter's  salary  for  playing  on  the  organ,  due  the  IStk 
of  December  last,  (1728).  And  while  they  forgive  him  for  nine* 
teen  days  absence,  which  was  allowed  him  by  the  Consistory,  yet 
for  all  additional  absences,  there  shall  each  time  be  struck  off 
nine  shillings,  New  York  currency,  according  to  agreement;  anA 
he  shall  give  a  receipt  in  full  to  December  15th. 

He  shall  also  be  told  by  the  Church  Masters,  in  the  name  of  th^ 
Consistory,  to  abstain  from  all  scornful  reflections  upon  the  Con- 
sistory, the  congregation,  or  the  services,  and  to  play  as  ordered^ 
lest  the  Consistory  be  compelled  to  take  other  measures. 

.    .  .-  Liber  B.  77. 
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AOTS    OF   THE    ClASSIS   OF   AMSTERDAM. 

Staten  Island. 

1729,  Jan.  11th.  Regarding  Staten  Island,  the  Rev.  Deputati 
had  requested  the  ministers  in  New  York  to  consider  certificates 
from  the  ministers  on  Staten  Island,  as  given,  not  as  the  act  of  the 
minister  alone,  but  as  the  act  of  the  Consistory.  The  Rev.  Depu- 
tati were  thanked  for  their  efforts,    x.  328. 


IhTTOH  Chubch  OF  New  Yobk. 

Jan.  30,  1728-9.     (1729'.) 

Subsequently,  Mr.  Cook  informed  the  Consistory  in  writing, 
that  his  prolonged  stay  in  Philadelphia,  was  occasioned  by  the 
great  infirmity  of  his  hand.  This  was  also  exactly  confirmed  by  a 
written  certificate  of  Thos.  Greener,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia.  Mr. 
Cook  also  declared  his  aversion  to  (the  case  of)  scornful  reflec- 
tions,  and  hoped  that  the  Consistory  would  not  think  him  guilty 
of  tny  neglect  of  duty,  nor  deal  with  him  the  rigor  of  the  law. 

The  Consistory  considered  this  matter.  Then,  with  full  con- 
•ent  of  the  absent  members,  they  unanimously  Resolved,  That  to 
«how  their  good  will  to  Mr.  Cook,  the  full  sum  of  a  quarter's 
lalary  should  be  paid  him  by  the  Church  Masters,  on  a  receipt  in 
full  to  December  15.  And  once  again,  they  seriously  request 
Mr.  Cook  to  consider,  that  if  he  is  fully  paid  for  his  organ  ser- 
vice, he  should,  at  least,  properly  perforui  (the  duties  of)  his  of- 
fice^ and  give  to  every  one  reasonable  satisfaction.  This  was  the 
W4y  for  him  not  to  become  liable  to  the  charge  of  neglect,  and 
Bot  make  it  necessary  for  the  Consistory  to  proceed  further  in  the 
matter.—  Liber  B.  77. 
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Glabsis  of  Amsterdam. 
Correspondence  from  America. 

Testimony  of  Pietersen  and  Van  Nostrand  concemin^^  s 
meeting  between  Eev.  Frelinghuysen  and  ComplainaKB^ta, 
about  January  1729? 

Letter  of  Gerbrant  Petersen  and  Casparus  Van  Nostrasd, 
to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.    (Jan.  1729?) 

(Portf oKo  "  New  York ''  Vol.  i.) 
No.  1. 

We,  the  undersigned,  do  by  these  presents  declare,  that  ife, 
with  Peter  du  Mont,  Simon  WyckofF,  Henry  Vrooman,  and  Daniel 
Sebering,  called  on  Eev.  Frilinghuysen  on  January  13,  1729, 
when  the  following  in  substance  occurred:     They  made  known 
to  Rev.  Frelinghuysen,  that  they  had  received  a  letter  from  tho 
Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  were  prepared,  by  their  ffigh 
Reverend  orders,  to  settle  the  dispute  with  Rev.  Frelinghuyseiu 
They  therefore  asked  Eev.  Frelinghuysen  if  he  would  be  pleased 
to  annul  the  excommunication,  in  accordance  with  the  advice  of 
the  Rev.  Classis?    Rev.  Frelinghuysen  thereupon  replied  that  be 
had  had  no  word  from  the  Classis,  and  he  must  first  have  a  copy  of 
the  letter  of  Classis  to  them  four,  and  must  also  first  confer  with 
his  consistory.    They  offered  to  bring  a  copy  to  Eev.  Frelinghuy- 
sen, provided  he  would  promise  that  he  would  then  annul  the 
act  of  excommunication,  in  accordance  with  the  advice  and  the 
writing  of  the  Eev.  Classis.     Eev.  Frelinghuysen  said:     "I  will 
not  do  it  upon  your  suggestion.''     They  answered:     "Not  upon 
our  own  suggestion  do  we  request  it,  but  upon  that  of  the  Classia 
of  Amsterdam."    Eev.  Frelinghuysen  again  answered:       Not  at 
your  suggestion.     They  again  said:     We  ask  it  not  on  our  own 
suggestion.     Eev.   Frelinghuysen   replied:      This  is  a  counter^ 
question;  there  occurs  more  in  the  letter,  or  you  would  give  a 
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copy.   And  he  stuck  to  this  without  declaring  whether  he  would 

rabmit  to  your  high  and  honorable  decision. 

Gerbrant  Pietersen, 
Casparus  Van  Noorstrandt 

C14ASSIS  OF  Amstebdam. 

Correspondence  in  America. 

Rev.  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen  to  the  "  Complainants "  at  Baritan 

February  3,  1729. 

Letter  of  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  P.  du  Mont,  S.  Wyckoflf,  H. 

Vroom. 

[Portfolio,  "  New  York  "  Vol.  i.] 

Respected  Sirs,  P.  du  Mont,  S.  Wyckoff,  H.  Vroom. 

(Draft) 

Inasmuch  as  our  Domine  has  received  a  letter  from  the  Rev, 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  we  inform  you  that  we  are  fully  ready, 
prepared,  and  willing  to  follow  up  the  advice  of  Classis  and  to 
withdraw  the  Ban,  on  these  conditions. 

1.  If  you  make  a  confession  of  guilt  for  your  improper  con- 
duct in  reference  to  the  teaching  and  the  preaching  of  our 
Domine. 

2.  If  you  acknowledge  him  to  be  an  orthodox  minister,  and 
that  his  teachings  are  orthodox. 

3.  If  you  join  again  in  the  services  of  our  church,  and  will 
conduct  yourselves  as  obedient  hearers,  and  peaceful  members. 

On  these  conditions  we  promise  on  our  part  to  annul  the  sen- 
tence of  excommunication,  as  having  no  more  force,  and,  we  will 
acknowledge  you  as  members  of  our  church.  If  you  are  now 
willing  to  follow  the  counsels  of  peace  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  we 
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hope  that  you  will  be  on  your  guard  against  evil  counselors;  and 
that  you  will  let  us  have  a  reply,  in  writing,  by  next  Thursday, 
February  20.  Then,  if  we  are  in  health  we  shall  meet  at  the 
house  of  P.  Bonkal,  (Broka,  in  another  letter),  at  which  time  and 
place  we  amicably  invite  you  to  a  conference,  to  consider,  and 
if  possible,  establish  peace.  Expect  on  our  part  nothing  but  an 
affectionate  reception.  If,  however,  which  we  do  not  want  to 
believe,  you  refuse  to  follow  the  advice  of  Classis,  we  protest 
against  all  evil  consequences  which  may  result.  The  God  of 
Peace  incline  your  heart  to  reconciliation  with  the  church. 

Your  servant  etc. 

T.  J.  Frelinghuysen. 
Elbert  Stodhoff. 

Raritan,  3  February,  1728/9. 

We  invite  you  to  come  on  next  Thursday,  Februarj"^  20,  to 
the  house  of  Peter  Bonkal  (Broka?)  to  a  mutual  conference  to 
consider  the  peace-counsel  of  the  Rev.  Classis.  Expect  on  our 
part  nothing  but  an  affectionate  reception.  The  God  of  Peace 
incline  your  hearts  to  reconciliation  with  the  church. 

Your  servant^  etc. 

Raritan,  Feb.  13,  1728/9. 

P.  S. —  They  appeared.  Thereupon  the  requirement  of  the 
Rev.  Classis  was  read  to  them,  with  tlie  offer  to  let  them  read 
it  for  themselves.     This  they  declined  to  do. 

The  requirement,  in  the  name  of  Classis,  enclosed  in  a  letter 
to  Rev.  Frelinghuysen  by  the  Messrs.  C.  Houthoff  and  John 
Bancker,  read  verbatim  as  follows: 

'*  You  must  also  know,  that  from  the  Complainants  also  we 
require  a  confession  of  guilt  for  their  imprudent  acts;  an  ac- 
knowledgement of  you  as  an  orthodox  minister;  and  further,  all 
esteem  and  love  for  your  person  and  services."  They,  however, 
refused  to  submit,  sajang  that  such  was  not  in  their  letter.     The 
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Domine  was  also  accommodating,  that  he  said,  more  than  once, 
that  80  far  as  he  was  concerned  he  demanded  no  special  esteem 
from  them,  but  would  be  content  with  a  confession  of  guilt,  and 
in  acknowledgement  of  his  doctrine  as  being  orthodox.  Peter 
du  Mont  then  read  a  letter,  in  which  were  many  questions;  but 
he  refused  to  give  a  copy  of  it.  The  requirements  of  the  Kev. 
Ckfifiis  from  Kev.  Frilinghuysen,  in  the  same  letter  was  this, 
verbatim: 

"We  accordingly  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  you 
these  names  for  securing  the  peace: 

1.  That  you  shall  readily  acknowledge,  that  in  several  in- 
stances you  might  have  spoken  or  done  otherwise  than  what  you 
have  spoken  or  done.     In  particular,  that 

(Copy  ends  here.) 

Dutch  Church  of  New  Yokk. 

March  6,  1728-9.     (1729.) 

Great  Oonsistorj  held.  All  the  members  of  the  Ruling  Con- 
sistory were  present,  except  Frederic  Van  Cortland,  who  was 
out  of  the  city. 

Of  the  former  members  (of  Consistory)  were  present :  Jacob 
Van  Cortland,  J.  Cruger,  A.  Marschalk,  Philip  Van  Cortland, 
A.  Van  Home,  J.  Qoelet,  A.  Abrahamse,  W.  Roseboom,  G. 
Keteltas,  A.  Van  Vleck,  Jac.  Rosevelt,  H.  Rutgers,  A.  Van 
Wyck. —  Absent :  J.  Boele,  L.  H.  de  Klein,  Cornelius  de  Peyster, 
J.  Hardenbrook,  H.  Van  Grelden,  WnL  Provoost,  Jas.  Van 
Hoome,  Garret  Van  Home,  Adrian  Man,  G.  Van  Imbury,  A. 
Keteltas,  B.  Wynkoop,  O.  Teller,  C.  Louw,  A.  LefFerts,  H.  Van 
Spiegel,  Cornelius  Van  Horn,  Jan's  Zoon,  Michael  Vaagten, 
Benj.  Smith,  J.  Moons  and  Chs.  La  Roux. 

After  calling  on  God's  name,  the  following  Resolution  of  the 
Buling  Consistory  was  laid  before  the  meeting,  viz., 

"  That  the  Consistory  is  in  great  need  of  funds  to  go  on  with 
the  ISTew  Church.     Indeed,  in  place  of  the  £2200.,  ordeted  \>^ 
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the  Great  Consistory  to  be  taken  from  the  Treasury  already 
£2400.  have  been  paid  out,  and  the  Treasury  is>  at  present,  £1000. 


in  arrears." 


It  was  proposed,  therefore, 

1.  To  go  around  in  the  congregation  and  ask  each  one  for  a 
loan.  These  voluntary  loans  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  first  monejB 
in  hand,  which  the  Consistory  can  spare. 

2.  If  it  should  be  thought  better,  to  go  round,  and  ask  eaeh  \ 
one  for  a  voluntary  contribution,  and  thus  bring  no  further  dit  i 
ficulties  in  the  Treasury. 

The  unanimous  Resolution  was  —  To  go  round  for  a  contribu- 
tion. If  that  does  not  prove  sufficient,  then  to  ask  different 
individuals  for  a  voluntary  loan  upon  the  condition  above  pro- 
posed. But  Col.  Van  Cortland  alone  thought  that  the  Conns- 
tory  should  first  sell  the  pews  in  the  New  Church,  and  thus  en- 
deavor to  help  themselves,  before  applying  to  the  congregatioiL 

At  this  same  meeting,  the  former  members  (of  the  Consistory) 
having  withdrawn,  the  Ruling  Consistory  determined,  That  it 
should  be  made  known  in  writing  to  the  Congregation,  and  the 
sooner  the  better,  that  the  Consistory  would  apply  (to  each  one) 
for  a  free  gift  for  the  building  of  the  New  Church,  and  affec- 
tionately request  a  liberal  subscription. 

The  Written  Request 

R^ad  from  the  Pulpit  on  the  9th  and  the  16th  of  March,  1729. 

Dearly  Beloved  in  the  Lord: — 

Inasmuch  as  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  daily  grows,  and 
is  ever  increasing  more  and  more;  and  since  this  is  a  clear  proof 
of  God's  mercy,  and  grace  in  Christ,  shining  upon  us;  for  many 
excellent  men  and  women  are  lacking  seats  in  the  church,  and 
this  applies  both  to  old  and  young:  and  inasmuch,  beyond  ques- 
tion, this  lack  of  seats  will  increase  in  a  few  years,  by  the  growth 
of  the  youth;  now  in  order  that  this  lack  maj;  work  no  harm  to 
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tlie  oongregatioiiy  and  that  every  appearance  of  pretext  for  with- 
drawing from  our  congregation  may  be  removed ;  and  that,  on  the 
otlter  hand,  every  one  may  use  his  best  endeavors  to  promote  the 
poie  worship  of  Gk>d  among  us: 

Therefore,  on  the  7th  of  March,  two  years  ago,  the  Great 
Oonnstory,  i.  e.  all  the  members  now  in  office  in  the  Church,  as 
well  as  all  who  have  ever  been, 

Besolved,  after  calling  on  God's  name.  That  the  building  of 
tbe  New  Church  should  be  begun  with  money  out  of  the  Deacons' 
Treasury.  This  was  only  done  that  no  burden  should  be  laid 
npon  the  congregation  except  under  extremest  necessity. 

From  that  time  this  pious  work  has  been  carried  forward  with 
gnat  zeal,  and  has  been  so  far,  partially  completed,  as  every  one 
tees  and  knows.  !N'evertheles6,  the  cost  of  the  building  has  been 
TMy  much  beyond  the  estimates,  on  account  of  the  great  size  of 
the  church-building.  Hence  all  the  money  of  the  Deacons'  Fund 
(tke  corporate  funds?)  which  has  been  applied  to  this  purpose, 
hu  been  found  to  be  not  enough  to  pay  the  debts  already  con- 
tracted. 

Therefore,  the  Great  Consistory  on  the  6th  of  this  month, 
after  calling  upon  God's  name,  maturely  considered  this  grievous 
perplexity.  They  finally  concluded  that  this  excellent  building 
must,  if  possible,  be  carried  forward  to  completion;  and  that, 
therefore,  certain  persons  should  go  around  our  congregation  on 
this  special  business,  and  earnestly  and  persistently  request  every- 
one who  belongs  to  our  church,  to  be  pleased,  in  view  of  this 
pious  object,  and  of  our  great  necessities,  to  make  a  liberal  sub- 
icription  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  toward  the  expenses  necessary 
to  push  this  building  forward;  for  the  exercise,  by  us  and  our 
children  after  us,  of  this  our  Bef ormed  worship. 

Therefore  the  Buling  Consistory  deemed  it  necessary  that  this 
letermination  and  wholesale  enterprise  should,  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity, be  made  known  to  this  Christian  assembly,  that  every  one 
may  be  moved  by  these  considerations  to  a  speedy  subscription 
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and   to    a  bountiful   gift.     It   is   on  this   account,    therefor^ 
DEARLY  BELOVED  IN  THE  LORD,  that  we  in  the  kindliMt 
manner,  appeal  to  each  and  every  one  of  you,  with  all  prqwr 
urgency,  and  on  the  basis  of  those  Christian  principles  which  wv   ^ 
know  that  you  possess. 

Consider,  we  beseech  you,  the  pious  object  in  which  your  lead- 
ers are  engaged  for  the  edification  of  you  all.  The  builcliBg 
which  has  been  undertaken,  is  not  for  others,  but  for  you:  for 
your  own  exerc-ises  of  worship,  and  those  of  your  children  dUft 
you,  for  many  years  to  come.  This  we  hope,  because  of  God's 
gracious  protection  of  you,  as  well  as  of  his  whole  Church  m 
these  parts,  hitherto,  against  all  the  secret  and  open  violence  of 
Satan. 

We  must  confess,  to  your  praise  that  you  have  proved  your 
liberality  to  other  congregations,  yes,  even  to  those  who  wers 
never  in  the  fellowship  of  the  Reformed  Church.  This  gives 
ground  for  our  expectation  that  your  Christian  benevolence  YnSi 
not  be  refused  to  your  own  flesh;  especially,  since  the  woik 
begun,  cannot  be  completed  without  your  support. 

Was  not  the  undertaking  of  it,  in  the  first  place,  equally  agree- 
able to  all?  And  since  it  has  progressed  so  far  already,  we  be- 
seech you,  let  the  spirit  of  Christian  unity  and  harmony  triumph 
in  every  one  of  you,  unto  mutual  liberality,  and  for  the  progress 
desired  of  the  enterprise. 

Boimty  and  charity  to  the  needy  are  offerings  in  which  the 
Lord  has  great  pleasure.  The  voluntary  gifts  for  the  rearing 
of  the  earthly  Tabernacle  stands  recorded  in  the  Holy  Books  not 
only  as  acceptable  testimonials  to  the  Lord  to  the  praise  of  Israel; 
but  also  as  a  significant  example  of  instruction  to  us.  For  what 
also  are  your  charities  for  the  building  of  God's  house,  than  a 
willing  consecration  to  the  Lord  of  your  temporal  possessions. 
But  these  you  have  received  from  Him,  of  His  pure  bounty,  from 
Him,  who  is  the  Giver  of  all  good.  Oh !  everything  is  from  the 
Lord,  and  the  gift  which  you  have,  is  from  his  hand  alone. 
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Lety  then,  every  one  of  you.  Brethren  and  Sisters  in  the  Lord, 

gire  to  this  praiseworthy  and  pious  work,  accsording  as  each  one 

has  been  blessed  by  Him.     And  thus  will  your  love  for  the  honor 

of  God's  name,  and  the  advancement  of  His  pure  worship  among 

TkBy  remain  in  blessings  of  joy  even  down  to  our  posterity. 

The  Apostles  stirred  up  the  Corinthians  to  liberal  collections 
for  the  poor,  by  allusion  to  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Hei,  though  he  was  rich,  had  yet  for  their  sakes  become  poor,  that 
they,  by  his  poverty,  might  become  rich.     We  pray  God,  to 
\      House  your  liberality  for  the  completion  of  this  place  of  wor- 
ship.    It  can  serve  only  for  the  overthrow  of  the  kingdom  of 
darkness,  and  for  the  establishment  and  advancement  of  the 
kingdom  of  Grace  among  us,  by  the  clear  and  powerful  exhibi- 
tion of  the  comforting  Gospel;  and  that  God's  rich  heavenly 
Ueesings,  procured  for  his  chosen  ones  by  Christ's  obedience  unto 
death,  done  only  through  his  zeal  for  their  salvation,  may,  by  his 
spirit,  be  ministered  amto  you  as  true  believers,  and  be  actually 
poured  out  upon  you  for  your  everlasting  preservation  there, 
where  no  earthly  treasures  can  be  taken. 

So  then,  BELOVED  IX  THE  LORD,  may  Jehovah  God,  the 
Father  of  mercy,  incite  your  hearts  to  a  generous  liberality,  and 
bind  your  souls  together  in  indissoluble  bonds,  of  peace,  and 
^ith  an  equal  desire  to  see  the  New  Building  completed!  May 
He  cause  his  mercy  to  rest  upon  you  and  your  children!  May 
He  make  you  successful  in  temporal  matters,  and  bless  you  in 
the  times  to  come;  here,  in  grace,  hereafter  in  glory. 

Done  according  to  the  order  of  the  Ruling  Consistory,  in 
Xew  York,  March  6,  1728/9. 

G.  du  Bois,  p.  t.  Praeses. 

After  the  public  reading  of  the  foregoing,  it  was  deemed  best 
to  delay  carrying  it  out,  because  of  the  length  of  the  winter,  the 
very  general  sickness  prevailing,  and  the  many  deaths.  Mean- 
while, the  Consistory  requested  from  his  Excellency,  John  Mont- 
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gomery,  our  Governor^  authority  to  make  a  collection  in  the  CSitj. 
To  this  his  Excellency  immediately  acceded,  and  on  the  35th  of 
April,  gave  his  consent  and  favor  in  writing,  a  copy  of  which  it 
in  the  Book  of  Church-Acts. 

Whereupon,  having  been  signed,  first,  by  the  Great  Obhsistorjr, 
and  afterward,  by  the  Ruling  Consistory,  at  their  Chamber,  tlie 
paper  was  taken  around,  and  such  progress  was  made  (in  getting 
subscriptions)  as  is  mentioned  below. 

C14ASSIS  OF  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  in  America. 

The   Complainants   at  Karitan   to   Bev.   T.    J.    Frelinghuysen, 

March  29,  1729. 

(Portfolio  "  New  York  "  Vol.  i.) 
No.  3. 

Rev.  Frelinghuysen: 

It  is  stated  in  the  letter  from  you  and  Elbert  Stoothoff  to  us, 
that  you  are  fully  prepared  and  willing  to  follow  up  the  advioe 
of  the  Rev.  Classis,  and  to  annul  the  sentence  of  excommunica- 
tion on  certain  conditions,  etc.,  but  in  the  letter  from  the  Rev. 
Classis  to  us  there  is  not  a  word  about  Elbert  StoothoflF  nor 
about  your  consistory;  but  the  Reverend  Classis  writes  us  ex- 
pressly, that  it  would  be  best  that  the  way  of  peace  be  managed 
by  you,  Rev.  Frelinghuysen,  and  by  us,  without  the  intervention 
of   others.     They   insist   upon   this,    steadily,   throughout   their 
entire  letter.     But  if  that  plan  cannot  succeed,  the  Rev.  Classis 
submits  to  our  consideration,  whether  there  could  not  be  chosen 
persons  in  this  country,  representing  each  side,  for  the  purpose 
of  effecting  a  reconciliation.     This  suggestion  does  not  indicate 
how  even  your  Consistory  or  Elbert  Stoothoff  could  be  included 
therein;  (or,  how  equality  could  be  attained?)  after  the  annul- 
ment of  a  lawfully  executed  sentence  of  excommunication,  as  you 
still  imagine;  nor  yet  how  you  should  communicate  the  most 
important  arguments  to  us  in  wrvtvng.     You  may  decline  the 
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pTopoflitioii  from  the  Reverend  Classis;  but  we  insist  upon  its 
eofunaels  of  peace^  without  the  intervention  of  others.     You  also 
write:    We  are  prepared  to  follow  up  that  advice  on  these  con- 
ditions, etc.;  when  it  should  be,  on  the  conditions  in  the  advice 
of  the  Classis,  by  you,  (alone),  Rev.  Frelinghuysen,  with  us. 
i       Therefore  we  make  our  reply  only  to  Rev.  Frelinghuysen: 
i     The  three  conditions  proposed  to  us  in  your  letter,  really  amount 
to  the  same  thing,  as  those  in  your  former  letters  of  Citation. 
Therefore  we  request  you,  to  write  in  compliance  with  the  letter 
of  Classis  sent  to  you.     That  would  be  a  true  carrying  out  of 
their  advice.     The  Rev.  Classis  makes  demands  of  both  sides  in 
its  letter  to  us;  and  says  it  writes  the  same  to  you;  that  we 
should  mutually  labor  for  the  restoring  of  the  breach;  because 
it  seldom  happens  in  such  serious  disputes,  that  all  the  blame  will 
he  found  on  one  side,  and  this  is  far  from  being  the  case  here. 
Hence  the  Rev.  Classis  has  been  far  from  considering,  that  your 
(personal)  exercise  of  the  ban  has  any  force;  or  from  declaring 
us  cut  off  from  the  church;  for  they  constantly  address  us  as 
"Brethren  in  the  Lord.^' 

The  Rev.  Classis  places  it  before  each  side,  before  you  and 
before  us,  that  you,  Rev.  Frelinghuysen,  as  well  as  ourselves, 
must  confess,  that  in  some  instances  we  have  spoken  and  acted 
imprudently;  and  neither  does  the  Rev.  Classis  say  that  you, 
Elbert  Stoothoff,  or  others,  have  to  make  any  declarations  at 
ill.     We  agree,  then,  on  our  part,  that  they  have  not  to  annul 
the  ban,  as  being  of  no  force;  nor  to  acknowledge  us  as  mem- 
bers of  your  church;  but  that  you,  Rev.  Frelinghuysen  must 
promise  to  annul  the  ban  pronounced  against  us,  in  the  best  and 
most  suitable  manner  possible;  and  recognize  and  treat  us  as 
members  of  the  church.     And  these  things,  instead  of  your  for- 
mer imprudence,  you  will  please  henceforth  to  observe  and  show 
forth  in  very  deed.     This,   then,  will  be   (recognized)  by  the 
Rev.  Classis  as  prudent  and  orthodox  speaking  and  acting  on 
your  part. 
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We  then,  also,  at  the  same  time  are  prepared,  by  order  of 

Beverend  Classis,  to  make  acknowledgements  and  to  promise 

conduct  ourselves,  as  members  of  the  church  ought  to  do^  n 

regard  to  our  orthodox  pastor,  and  to  show  an  abhorrence  of 

imprudence  and  impropriety;  and  to  be  on  our  guard 

such  things.     And  then  your  conclusion  is,  the  God  of 

incline  your  hearts  unto  reconciliation  with  the  church.     That 

the  letter  of  Classis  to  us,  is.  That  we  should  b^  all  means  W' 

reconciled  to  each  other,  in  the  spirit  of  gentleness  and  friendly 

accommodation,    and    submit   to   their    orders.      We    subecriW 

ourselves, 

Peter  Dumont 

Symon  Wyckoff 

Henry  Vroom 

Daniel  Sobering. 
Baritan,  ;  .  .' 

March  29,  1729. 

To  Mr.  Theodore  Jacob  Frelinghuysen, 

Pastor  at  Baritan. 

Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  May  22,  1729. 

Consistorj'    held.      After    calling    on    God's    Name,    it    was 
unanimously 

Besolved,  1.  That  the  north  and  south  wall  of  the  New  Ohurcb, 
and  of  the  Tower,  should  immediately  be  carried  up  as  high  as 
the  ridge  of  the  roof.  (This  is  obscure.  Does  it  mean  the  north 
wall  along  Liberty  street,  and  the  south  wall,  at  the  opposite 
end,  toward  Cedar  street?  or  does  it  mean  the  north  wall  and 
south  wall  of  the  Tower.  The  church  stood  near  Liberty  street, 
the  Tower  being  on  the  Liberty  street  end;  a  large  yard  was  on 
the  Cedar  street  end;  the  space  along  Nassau  street  was  used  for 
burials.  The  writer  has  yet,  (1902),  a  distinct  remembrance  of 
the  ground  and  building,  before  it  was  leased  for  the  Post-Office 
in  1844.) 
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,  8.  That  the  church  shall  be  made  close  (tight?)  all  the  way 
imind,  with  doors,  sashes  and  wooden  windows  (shutters?) 
8.  That  in  place  of  more  windows  in  the  Tower,  on  each  story, 
they  are  now  beginning  to  make  (them?)  and  will  proceed, 
[«t8t,  west  and  north  (on  the  east  side,  west  side  and  north  side  (?) 
lihe  south  side  being  against  the  peak  of  the  roof,)  there  shall 
oily  be  openings  in  the  Tower  for  light,  outwardly,  six  inches 
■iride,  and  about  three  feet  high;  but  inwardly,  running  wider. 

4.  That  on  the  north  church  wall,  on  either  side  of  the  Tower, 
in  front  of  (opposite?)  the  two  lofts  of  the  roof,  where  it  will 
ndt  best,  there  shall  be  windows,  each  18  inches  broad,  and  2^ 
feet  high. 

5.  On  the  south  side,  in  the  second  story  of  the  roof  and  in 
the  middle,  shall  be  two  moveable  windows.  And  the  oval  there, 
on  either  side,  in  place  of  glass,  shall  be  masoned  up  and  wains- 
coted outside,  with  wood  painted  like  glass.  But  the  highest  oval, 
in  the  midst  of  the  top  (near  the  peak)  shall  be  of  glass. 

6.  That  lead  color,  for  a  priming,  shall  be  laid  on  the  frame 
of  the  ceiling. 

7.  Mr.  Van  der  Heul  shall  obtain  a  special  account  of  all  the 
^ork  and  expenses  on  the  New  Church,  every  three  weeks;  and 
ie  shall,  as  Director,  furnish  a  prompt  statement  of  the  same  to 
the  Consistory,  who  shall  (then)  meet,  to  know  how  the  costs 
itaod. 

8.  That  the  wood-work  of  the  Tower  shall  not  be  made,  imtil 
a  model  of  the  same  has  been  shown  to  the  Consistory,  and  ap- 
proved by  them. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

"  The  Mirror  which  does  not  Flatter  "  approved. 

1729,  April  4th.  The  Messrs.  Exarainatores  Librorum  report 
that  they  have  examined  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  Spiegel  die  niet 
Vleyt "  ("  Mirror  which  does  not  Flatter '')  by  Frelinghuysen, 
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and  declare  that  they  have  found  nothing  in  it  that  is  in  coi 
with  God's  Word  and  the  Formulae  of  Concord.     Classis  thers- 
fore  gives  its  approval  of  the  same.     x.  332. 

[See  last  Entry  under  1729.] 

License  to  Make  a  Collection  in  Aid  of  a  New  Refobmed 
Dutch  Church  at  New  York.     (April  6,  1729.) 

By  hii  Excellency  Jno.  Mont^merle,  Esq.,  etc. 

To  all  Charitable  nnd  well  Disposed  Persons  Inhabiting  the  City  of  New  York: 

Whereas  the  Ministers  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Chnrch  of  the  City  of  New  York  have  by  their  humble  Petition  presented  to  bm 
Set  forth.  That  the  Congregation  of  the  said  Church  has  Subsisted  ever  since  tUt 
Proyince  was  planted  by  Christians;  and   Demeaned  themselves  In  sncb  oideily 
and  Peaceable  Manner,  that  by  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  In  the  year  1606  tkdr 
Chnrch  and  Real  Estate  and  all  their  Religious  Rights  were  confirmed  nnto 
and  their  Successors  forever  according  to  the  Constitution  and  Directions  of 
Reformed   Churches  In  Holland  approved   and  Instituted   by  the  National 
of  Dort  That  by   the  blessing  of  Gtod  the  said  Congregation  Is   now  become 
numerous  that  very  often  their  present  Church  will  not  contain  all  the 
of  it,  BO  that  many  of  them  are  obliged  to  Rcfralne  from  coming  to  the  PnbU^k 
Worship  for  want  of  room  That  for  preventing  the  Inconveniences  aforesaid,  tad 
to  Promote  Divine  Worship  for  the  Glory  of  God  and  the  Salvation  of  Souls  tiae 
Petitioners  by  and  with  the  Consent  and  approbation  of  other  members  In  Com- 
munion with  them,  purchased  a  convenient  spot  of  ground  from  Mr.  David  Jamai- 
son  Lying  and  being  to  the  northward  of  the  French  Church  in  the  northward 
of  this  City,  and  built  thereon  another  Larger  Church  so  far  as  to  get  the  sam^ 
under  Roof,   the  cost  and  charge  whereof  having  already   exceeded   their  Stock* 
so  that  a  considerable  Sum  will  yet  be  requisite  to  Complete  the  Same  for  the 
Pious  use  it  is  Intended  for  And  for  as  much  as  they  and  many  of  the  Congre- 
gation of  the  said  Dutch  Church  have  at  all  times  bountifully  Contributed  to  the 
building   and    Embellishing   of   other    Protestant   Churches   more   particularly  the 
Church  of  England  in  this  City,  they  arc  in  hopps  tholr  voluntary  assistance  add- 
ing to  those  of  the  Dutch  Congregation,  will  Enable  them  to  finish,  and  complett 
the  Church  aforesaid  Wherefore  pray  that  I  would  be  pleased  to  grant  the  Peti- 
tioners a  Lycence  to  Crave  the  voluntary  assistance  and  Contributions  of  all  wril 
disposed  Persons  within  the  City  of  New  York  for  Compleatlng  a  Structure  alto- 
gether intended  for  Divine  Worship*  according  to  the  Discipline  and  Govemmeat 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  as  It  is  Established  by  the  Synod  held  at  Dort 
in  the  years  1018  &  1019  and  to  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever,  which  pious 
undertaking  I  being  willing  to  promote  and  Encourage  have  thought  fit  to  grant 
unto    the   said    Ministers    Elders   and    Deacons    of   the   Knid    Reformed    Protestant 
Dutch   Church  of  the  City   of   New  York,    Leave  Licence   and   Liberty   to  Collect 
and  Receive  the  free  Voluntary  and  Oharltnble  Contributions  of  all  Christian  and 
well  Disposed   Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New   York,   towards  the  finishing  and 
Compleatlng    the   before   mentioned    Dutch    Church    by    them    begun   as   by    their 
Petition  is  Set  forth  and  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  to  them  a  Sufficient  Warrant 
Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  at  Arms  at  Fort  George  In  New  York  the  twenty 
fifth  day  of  April  in  the  Second  Year  of  his  Majesty's  Reign  Annoq  Domini  1728.— 
Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  ill.  pp.  291,  292. 


•  The  Church  above  alluded  to  was  erected  In  1729;  it  stood  between  Cedar  and 
Liberty  streets,  and  was  occupied  as  the  Post  Office,  New  York  City,  1844-187& 
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Olassis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  in  America. 

Rev.  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen  to  the  Complainants, 

April  19,  1729. 

(Portfolio,  "  New  York,"  Vol.  i.) 

No.  4. —  Respected  Sirs,  Messrs.  Peter  Dumont,  Symon  Wyckoflf, 
and  Henry  Vroom: 

It  seems  strange  to  me  that  you  take  it  in  evil  part^  that  I 

take  ooonsel  with  my  consistory,  while  you  read  your  letters 

to  me  before  the  entire  gathering  which  Rev.  Koens  (Coens)  of 

Aqnackononck,  holds  hera     Is  that  stated  in  your  letter?     One 

might  think  from  your  long-continued  and  fruitless  opposition 

to  my  preaching,  that  you  had  learned  at  least  this  much:  that 

I  am  not  compelled  to  allow  you  to  prescribe  laws  for  me.    That 

wliich  the  Classis  demands  of  me,  as  the  way  toward  peace,  is 

this:  that  I  should  freely  confess,  that  in  several  instances,  things 

might  have  been  said  or  done  somewhat  differently  from  what 

tkey  were  said  or  done.     In  particular:  that  which  was  done 

by  me  alone  —  that  should  have  been  reported  to  the  consistory; 

Tea,  should  also  have  been  done  by  the  consistory;  and  that 

somethings  should  not  have  been  done  without  communication 

with  the  Rev.  Classis.     To  all  this,  I  yield,  out  of  love  of  peace, 

and  from  respect  for  the  Classis;  but  with  this  limitation:  that 

then  also  no  new  consistory  ought  to  have  been  constituted  and 

installed   in   this  land   without   communication   with  the   Rev. 

daaais,  in  accordance  with  Art.  38  of  our  Church  Order.* 

But  the  intention  was,  not  that  I  should  have  to  confess  that 
the  ban  was  imlawful;  for  then  also  would  all  the  consistories 
be  unlawful  which  have  been  constituted  here  without  consulting 
with  the  Classis;  for  the  one  thing  is  demanded  in  the  Church 


*  Art.  as.  '*  No  new  Consistory  shall  be  constituted  in  any  particular  place  wltb- 
•vt  thm  preTioos  advice  and  concurrence  of  the  Classis;  and  where  the  number  ot 
•Idtn  te  too  raiAll,  the  deacons  may  be  admitted  as  members  of  the  Consistory/* 
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Order  just  as  much  as  the  other;  such  a  confession  (that  the  bai 
was  unlawf ull)  you  need  never  expect  from  me.     But  that  whicli 
Eev.  Classis  demands  of  you,  as  the  way  to  peace,  is  this:    Wc 
require  of  the  Complainants  an  acknowledgement  of   their  im- 
prudence,  and  the  recognition  of  you,   (Frelinghuysen)  as  an 
orthodox  minister;  and  an  exhibition  of  all  honor  and  love  both 
for  person  and  services.     If  you  wish  to  comply  with  this^  that  is^ 
to  make  confession  of  guilt,  and  to  recognize  me  as  an  orthodox 
minister,  and  will  furnish  this  to  me  over  your  own  signatures^ 
then  I  will  withdraw  the  ban,  and  in  such  a  way  that  the  Eev. 
Classis  ^vill  take  pleasure  therein.     And  then,  to  fill  up  your 
measure,  I  will  gladly  consent  that  impartial  persons  dwelling 
among  us  may  be  chosen  as  arbitrators,  as  I  proposed  in  my  fint 

letter. 

Your  coming  back  to  our  church  was  suggested,  in  compliance 
with  the  advice  of  Classis;  but  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  you 
are  free  to  remain  with  the  gathering  which  Eev.  Koens  (Coens) 
organized  here  as  early  as  1727,  as  I  told  you  by  word  of  mouth 
at  our  mutual  conference.  But  in  order  to  prevent  any  misap- 
prehensions, which  you  might  have  about  this,  I  am  forced  to 
make  also  some  remarks  on  this  matter.  I  will  not  say  that  I 
approve  such  acts  on  the  part  of  Rev.  Koens  (Coens);  no,  that 
be  far  from  me.  Let  his  preaching,  his  baptizing  of  children, 
his  administration  of  the  Lord's  Supper  here  at  Raritan,  rest 
on  his  own  responsibility  at  the  Divine  Judgement  seat,  and  be- 
fore the  Ecclesiastical  Court;  neither  would  I  ever  consent  that 
he  should  preach  in  our  church.  If  he  should  attempt  such  a 
bold  thing,  he  would  see  what  we  would  do  \vith  him.  But  I 
have  no  authority  over  your  bams,  in  which  he  preaches.  Bui 
that  I  oflfered  you  the  privilege  of  not  coming  back  to  our 
church,  was  in  order  to  show  you  my  accommodating  spirit. 
Thus,  too,  this  will  be  looked  on  by  impartial  persons;  but  if  any 
one  of  your  number  joins  our  church  again,  he  shall  be  treated 
as  a  member  of  the  church.     You  may  \\i\,^T^T^\>  ox  ^:k^\^vdl  '^out 
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letter  from  the  Classis  as  joii  think  best.  Any  one  who  has 
a  good  memory  knows  well  enough  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
dispute  between  me  and  you:  namely,  whether  I  were  an  ortho- 
dox or  a  false  teacher.  But  inasmuch  as  it  has  pleased  the 
Classis  to  require  of  you  an  acknowledgement  of  me  as  an  ortho- 
dox minister,  this  suffices  me. 

I  am  unwilling  to  believe  that  you  will  use  your  letter  to 

awaken  new  disaffections,  in  opposition  to  the  aims  of  the  Classis. 

The  Classis,  indeed,  admonished  both  sides  to  peace,  in  an  earnest 

and  affectionate  manner.     But  if  you  should  do  so,  I  should  be 

compelled  to  announce  publicly  from  the  pulpit,  how  matters 

stand.     Of  what  force  the  ban  is,  will  be  clear  in  that  day 

when  it  shall  appear  whether  your  word,  or  God's  Word  is  the 

truth.     It  is  desirable,  however,  that  you  people  do  not  longer 

diinregard  the  salutary  and  just  demand  of  Classis,  but  readily 

comply  with  it.     Without  such  compliance,  you  will  look  in  vain 

for  the  withdrawal  of  the  ban. 

Yours  willing  to  serve, 

T.  J.  Frelinghuysen. 
Raritan,  April  19,  1729. 
Addressed  to 

Symon  WyckofF. 

We  attest  that  this  agrees  with  the  original. 

V.  Antonides 

Henricus  Boel. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  in  America. 

The  "  Complainants "  at  Raritan  to  Rev.  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen, 

June  10,  1729. 

(Port-folio,  "  New  York,"  Vol.  i.) 

Xo.  5.     Rev.  Frelinghuysen: 

Inasmuch  as  Mr.  Peter  du  Mont  was  away  from  home,  even  as 
far  as  Esopus,  and  did  not  come  back  until  the  last  of  May,  your 
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letter  of  April  19  could  not  be  answered  sooner.  We  did  not 
write  you,  that  we  took  it  in  evil  part,  that  you  took  counsel 
with  your  Consistory;  but  only  that  there  is  not  one  word  of 
*'  Consistory  "  in  the  Classical  letter,  with  which  you  professed  to 
wish  to  comply.  Although  you,  according  to  your  own  viewsi 
again  annex  conditions,  do  you  not  also  confess,  that  your  Con- 
sistory does  not  need  to  hold  a  session  for  this  business,  since 
you  now  write  without  it?  We  did  not  read  the  letter  which 
we  sent  you  to  the  whole  gathering  of  Kev.  Koens  (Coens),  but 
we  had  to  read  it  to  our  fellow-Complainants.  We  are  their  rep- 
resentatives, and  reading  it  to  them,  followed  as  a  matter  of 
course,  from  the  Classical  letter  to  us  alL  It  was  done  so 
as  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation  of  us  all,  if  possible.  We  do 
not  compel  you  to  allow  us  to  prescribe  laws  to  you,  but  we 
answered  you  in  compliance  with  the  Classical  letter. 

That  prescribed  laws  both  for  you  and  us.  You  write,  that 
our  long-continued  opposition  to  your  preaching  is  fruitless. 
This  may  be  so  in  your  view;  and  it  is  further  confirmed  by  your 
to  us  well-known  manner  of  acting.  Nevertheless,  this  does  not 
give  you  any  right  to  prescribe  the  law  to  us,  as  you  begin  again 
to  do  with  your  particular  conditions,  proceeding  thus  again  as 
formerly.  For  example,  as  in  your  writing  and  mentioning  some- 
thing  about  the  Classical  letter  to  you,  to  which  you  profess 
your  submission: 

1.  From  respect  for  the  Kev.  Classis;  while,  nevertheless,  your 
followers  would  have  passed  by  the  members  of  the  Kev.  Classis 
and  given  authority  to  private  persons  at  Kotterdam,  for  a  call 
to  be  made  out  for  Navesink.  But  they  knew  all  about  Nave- 
sink,  without  your  instigations. 

2.  And  again;  you  write  that  your  submission  is  with  this 
limitation:  but  this  is  again  something,  which  the  Classical  let- 
ter does  not  suggest;  but  you,  over  here,  suggest  it,  as  an  addi- 
tion, saying,  that  there  ought  to  be  no  new  Consistories  formed 
in  this  land  without  communication  with  the  Kev.  Classis;  but 
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if  the  Clasais  grants  such  a  principle,  (that  Consistories  can  be 
formed  independently  of  Classis),  then  you  also  will  hold  as 
lawful  ^our  exercise  of  the  ban  without  communication  with  the 
Classisy  and  even  when  disapproved  by  it.     Beautiful  respect, 
this,  for  the  Bev.  Glassis!   and  fine  Siubmission  thereto.     And 
igain:    If  such  a  Consistory  be  lawful,  then  your  ban  is  also 
Itwfal!     Upon  your  own  premises,  does  not  this  confess  unlaw- 
fohess  of  the  ban  which  you  executed?     And  again;  when  you 
nbsequently,  as  it  were,  challenge  Rev.  Koens  (Coens)  before 
;  the  Divine  and  the  Ecclesiastical  judgement  seats,  for  forming  a 
I  lew  Consistory,  and  declare  his  act  unlawful;  for  however  much 
I  it  differs  from  the  executing  of  the  ban,  yet  you  place  both 
<ai  the  same  level;  yea,  you  do  even  more,  you  even  threaten 
kirn,  should  he  ever  attempt  to  preach  in  your  churches.     Now, 
is  all  this  power  of  yours  for  doing  such  things  expressed  in  the 
letter  to  you  from  the  Rev.  Classis?     Or  does  all  this  proceed 
from  respect  and  submission  towards  the  Classis?     Or  does  it 
not  manifest  anew,  that  over  against  the  Rev.  Classis,  you  as- 
sume to  yourself  alone  the  exercise  of  the  ban,  without  commu- 
nication with  the  Rev.  Classis?     For  you  doubtless  find  something 
in  the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Classis  to  you,  about  the  unlawfulness 
of  your  ban;  otherwise  you  would  not  write  about  it  as  you  do 
to  us,  and  of  your  limitations  and  conditions;  nor  yet  of  annul- 
ling it,  as  in  your  previous  letter,  and  now  again  twice,  in  this 
your  second  letter.     For  the  Rev.  Classis  demands  an  annulling 
of  the  ban  by  you  alone;  but  this  could  not  be  required  in  the 
case  of  a  lawful  ban,  but  would  have  to  be  done  by  the  Consis- 
torv,  after  communication  with  Rev.   Classis.     Thus  the  Rev. 
Classis  itself  states  to  you  what  you  must  confess  in  your  acknowl- 
edgement of  guilt.     Therefore  you  would  better  not  write :  "  such 
a  confession  you  need  never  expect  from  me;  "  But:  "  The  Rev. 
Classis  need  never  expect  from  me."    That  seems  nearer  to  your 
meaning;  and  thus  appears  your  respect  for  the  Rev.  Classis. 
Asii,  moxeoveri  did  you  not  allow  yourself  to  be  invited  by  just 
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such  gatherings,  and  organize  Consistories  at  Schraalenburgh  anj 
Paramus,  after  the  departure  of  Kev.  Erickson,  in  order  U 
preach  there?  And  did  you  not  preach  there?  Yet  for  sucl 
conduct,  according  to  your  letter,  Rev.  Coens  should  be  sum: 
moned  to  give  account  before  the  Divine  and  Ecclesiastical  judge* 
ment  seats!  And,  what  Eev.  Coens  may  have  done,  does  that 
justify  your  action  against  us  more  than  six  years  ago?  or  doei 
this  belong  to  our  present  business? 

Let  us  try  to  bring  your  statements  together,  and  to  harmonize 
them:  That  such  a  confession,  as  that  your  ban  was  unlawful, 
we  need  never  expect  from  you.  And  after  that:  "  What  forw 
the  ban  has  shall  some  day  be  revealed."  And,  at  the  same  time: 
"  In  order  to  fill  up  our  measure,  you  nevertheless  are  willinj 
that  impartial  persons  living  among  us  should  be  chosen  ai 
arbitrators?"  But  what  then  shall  "impartial  persons"  do,  ai 
arbitrators  with  this  your  last  utterance,  about  this  most  serioai 
subject  —  the  ban?  and,  precisely,  "those  living  among  us?" 
How  definitely  (they  are  to  act)  the  Classis  does  not  write? 

But  according  to  your  own  statement,  does  not  the  Rev.  Clasaa 
write  as  follows: 

1.  That  you,  in  several  instances,  should  have  spoken  and 
acted  otherwise  than  you  did  speak  and  act?  Might  that  remark, 
perhaps,  have  reference  to  your  orthodoxy? 

2.  More  specifically;  that  something  was  done  by  you  alone, 
which  should  have  been  done  in  conjunction  with  the  Consistory. 
May  not  this  refer  to  your  applying  the  law  to  the  church,  ac- 
cording to  your  own  view  of  it;  and,  therefore,  this  does  not  refei 
to  your  orthodoxy? 

3.  That  you,  in  conjunction  with  the  Consistory,  had  done 
that,  which  hlioiild  not  have  been  done,  without  communicatioi 
with  the  Olassis.  This  must,  in  a  most  special  manner,  have  ref 
erence  to  the  ban. 

Therefore,  the  meaning  of  the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Classis  ma; 
easily  be  imderstood:     That  your  ban  has  never  been  of  an; 
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ty;  nor,  as  it  should  be,  that  you  are  to  be  acknowledged 

orihodox  in  this  particular.     Therefore  "  our  confession  of 

"  cannot  be  about  that  which  the  Rev.  Classis  declares  to 

been  blameworthy  in  you;  nor  do  they  acknowledge  you  to 

ortbodox,  in  that  which  you  ought  never  to  have  done  at  all; 

in  tbat  which  you  should  never  have  spoken,  nor  have  done 

encb  a  way;  or  in  that  which  you  did  alone  by  yourself  in  such 

way:  but  in  all  these  matters,  your  confession  must  be  to  us, 

with  improvement  and  reparation;  and  that  you  do  not  speak 

act,  any  more,  as  heretofore,  as  in  the  case  of  your  Citations, 

After  this  you  again  begin  anew;  but  in  place  of  this  must 

r  orthodox  speaking  and  doing Our  aversion 

to  imprudent  actions,  we  have  already  professed  in  our  letter. 
The  Chassis,  in  their  letter  to  us,  also  attributes  imprudent  ac- 
tioiis  to  you,  in  regard  to  us.  Therefore  you  must  likewise  ac- 
Icnowledge  your  imprudent  acts.  Now  there  has  been  no  lawful 
ban  at  all;  either  on  your  part,  as  imprudently  executed;  neither, 
•8  pronounced  upon  us,  as  upon  those  who  are  merely  declared 
to  have  been  imprudent;  just  as  you  have  been  declared  to  have 
aeted  imprudently  toward  us,  by  the  Kev.  Classis.  Therefore, 
jon  are  not  to  withdraw  the  ban,  but  the  Classis  is  to  declare  it 
a  nullity,  as  a  ban  which  ought  never  to  have  been  executed. 
Does  this  accord  also  with  your  compliance  with  the  Classical 
counsels  of  peace  which  you  profess? 

In  that  you  also  write,  that,  as  far  as  you  are  concerned,  we 
are  free  to  remain  with  Rev.  Coens'  church-assembly.  Contrary 
to  the  Classis,  then,  you  wish  simply  to  be  rid  of  us;  and,  accord- 
ing to  your  declaration^  to  hand  us  over  anew,  to  an  accounting 
before  the  Divine  and  Ecclesiastical  judgement  seats.  Is  that 
an  exhibition  of  your  love  of  peace?  Is  this  to  manifest  your 
indulgent  spirit  as  you  call  it?  and  that  it  will  so  be  regarded  by 
all  impartial  persons? 

And  again:  You  write,  that  you  never  would  give  consent 
that  Rev.  Coens  should  preach  in  our  church,  and  so  forth.     May 
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not  this  be  commented  on  thus?     You  did  permit  a  dissentuig 
candidate,  in  one  of  the  churches  where  you  preached,  at  the  OcMih 
munion,  to  offer  a  prayer  in  English,  before  a  Dutch  congregar 
tion.     This  was  done  in  the  pulpit,  after  your  sermon,  and  before 
the  administration  of  the  Supper;  and  afterward,  also,  yon  let 
him  give  the  sign,  in  English,  as  to  when  you  should  begin  the 
administering  of  the  Holy  Supper;  and  also,  that  you  had  no 
objection  to  letting  him  preach  in  our  Dutch  churches,  and  in 
letting  young  men  go  around,  without  regard  to  the  deacons,  witk 
the  bag,  in  order  to  collect  compensation  for  him.     Is  there  to 
be  no  accounting  for  this  before  Divine  and  Ecclesiastical  judge- 
ment  seats?     Is  this  also  in  compliance  with  the  Classical  lettert 
Then  there  is  also  that  which  was  done  against  the  order  o£ 
the  established  Dutch  Consistory  at  Navesink,  and  against  the 
wish  of  Rev.  Morgen  their  pastor.     Did  you  not  go  there  and 
preach  in  a  bam?     And  did  you  not  also  go  and  preach  at  Jorif 
Ryerson's  in  the  Rev.  Coens's  congregation,  where  there  is  an 
established  Consistory  and  pastor,  all  under  the  Rev.  Olassisf 
This  you  condemn  in  Rev.  Coens,  in  regard  to  a  gathering  whose 
members  never  belonged  to  any  of  the  four  churches  at  Raritan, 
and  who  were  therefore  outside  of  your  charge,  and  free  to  in- 
vite another  minister  to  perform  service  among  them.      Thitt 
have  we  copied  and  explained  the  letter  of  Classis  to  us,  not  ac- 
cording as  we  are  pleased  to  think,  but  as  their  meaning  is  also 
to  be  perceived  from  your  extract  of  what  was  written  to  you. 
From  our  letter  we  do  not  yet  understand  your  counter-argu- 
ments, about  its  depending  on  this  or  that.     But  it  can  readily 
be  seen,  by  the  comparison  of  everything,  that  it  pleased  the  Eev. 
Classis  not  to  declare  you  orthodox,  except  under  certain  express 
conditions;  and  these  are  so  definitely  clear,  that  we  remain  pre- 
pared to  accept  them,  even  as  we  wrote  more  fully  in  our  pre- 
vious letter.     But  you,  on  the  contrary,  take  their  letter  in  die 
broadest   sense   and   beyond    the   plain   intent   of   the    Classis. 
Whether  this  view  of  yours  is  proper,  the  Rev.  Classis,  we  hope, 
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irill  in  due  time  inform  us.     Be  assured  that  your  desire,  that 

we  fthould  not  use  this,  our  letter,  to  make  more  disturbances, 

for  such  things  may  easily  occur  by  perversion  of  words,  will 

be  granted.     On  the  other  hand,  we  will  go  to  work  according 

to  the  intent  of  Classis,  so  that  impartial  persons  may  see  whether 

you  or  we  follow  out  the  earnest  and  affectionate  admonitions 

of  the  Classis  to  peace.     In  reference  to  what  you  propose  to 

announce  anew,  and  publicly  from  the  pulpit,  be  also  pleased, 

at  the  same  time  to  proclaim  all  that  the  Rev.  Classis  writes  to 

jon,  about  those  three  points  against  you,   mentioned   above; 

for  such  is  the  right  way,  to  let  people  see  how  matters  stand, 

and  to  show  a  concern  for  the  whole  truth;  for  the  proper  con- 

didonsy  not  according  to  your  own  wishes,  but  according  to  those 

of  the  Classical  letter;  for  thus  alone  do  we  remain  secretly  and 

openly  for  the  truth  and  peace,  in  love. 

You  also  write^  that  what  force  the  ban  has  shall  be  manifest 
in  that  day.     But  even  now  the  Classis  condemns  it  in  their 
ecclesiastical  court.     Do  you  then  appeal  from  this,  to  the  judge- 
ment of  God?     That  does  not  look  like  esteem,  on  your  part, 
for  the  Rev.  Classis.     And  we  do  not  wish  to  have  our  word 
r^arded  as  truth,  any  further  than  it  agrees  with  God's  Word. 
We  have  never  set  up  our  word  against  God's  Word.     Our  souls 
have  a  horror  of  so  doing,  but  of  which  you  accuse  us.     But  this 
we  hope,  through  God's  grace,  you  will  never,  never,  be  able  to 
prove  against  us.      Yet  do  you  not  stick  to  these  accusations 
against  us?    May  God  be  the  judge  between  usl     For  your  writ- 
ing is  too  harsh,  but  that  we  should  most  earnestly  oppose  it, 
on  the  strength  of  our  good  conscience,  in  this  particular,  and 
through  God's  grace.      For  we  have  always  held  God's  Word 
to  be  the  absolute  truth;  and  we  pray  the  Tx>rd  that  He  will  al- 
ways keep  us  there,  and  enable  us  to  live  thereby,  yea,  enable 
us  to  die  therefor;  and,  also,  that  sometime  or  other,  He  may 
enable  you  to  cease  antagonizing  us  in  this  way;  or  at  least  to 
guard  you  against  still  calling  such  things,  God's  Word.     Thus, 
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from  your  own  extracts  from  the  Classical  letter  to  you,  we  have 
made  clear,  and  have  further  confirmed  what  we  had  already 
written  to  you  before.     We  still  insist  on  the  counsel  of  peace 
as  proposed  by  the  Rev.  Classis,  but  purged  of  your  conditions 
and  limitations,  in  opposition  thereto.     We  hope  also  that  this 
so  salutary  and  just  requirement  of  Classis,  may  be  followed  up 
by  you;  not  by  any  withdrawal  of  the  ban  by  you,  but  by  the 
nullification  of  the  ban  (by  Classis),  as  having  been  improp^y 
exercised;  and  that  you  will  comply  with  what  the  Classis  also 
further  directs  to  be  done.     To  this  we  ask  your  answer  at  the 
earliest  opportunity;  inasmuch  as  we  are  firmly  resolved  by.  order 
of  Bev.  Classis  to  us,  to  write  again  to  Classis  without  any  un- 
necessary delay. 

Your  servants, 

Symon  Wyckoff, 

Peter  Du  Mont, 

Henry  Vroom. 
Raritan, 

June  10,  1729. 

To  Eev.  Theodorus  Jacobus  Frelinghuysen, 

Pastor  at  Raritan. 
[This  reply,  evidently  prepared  by  a  lawyer.] 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Brethren  in  Pennsylvania, 

June  20,  1729.     xxix.  37.   No.  5. 

Reverend  Sirs  and  Much  Beloved  Brethren: — 

In  fulfillment  of  our  promise,  in  the  letter  sent  you  (Decem- 
ber Ist)  of  last  year  (1728),  and  which  we  hope  has  reached  you, 
we  have  now  the  pleasure  to  communicate  to  you  the  resolutions, 
which  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  after  mature  deliberation^ 
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las  adopted,  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  Church-Oovem- 
nent  among  you,  and  the  action  jou  have  already  taken  there- 
ipon.    Our  resolutions  in  substance  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  Classis  decides  upon  its  own  right  to  handle  this  case, 
iriihout  consultation  with  the  Christian  Synod  (of  North  Holland.) 

2.  The  Classis  finds  in  the  acts  of  the  Pennsylvanians  all  the 
inherent  elements  of  a  legal  call,  although  all  the  usual  for- 
Bilities  have  not  been  complied  with. 

3.  On  such  grounds  the  Classis  decides  that  all  the  acts  of  the 
Mid  Boehm,  his  teachings,  and  even  his  baptisms  and  his  ad- 
ministration of  the  Lord's  Supper,  as  well  as  his  reception  of 
members,  must  be  recognized  as  legaL 

4.  In  order  to  provide,  however,  what  has  hitherto  been  lack- 
ing, the  said  Boehm  must  now  be  ordained  to  the  Sacred  Ministry, 
tccording  to  Ecclesiastical  Usages. 

5.  That  this  ordination  may  most  properly  and  speedily  be 
tccomplished  by  one  of  the  ministers  of  New  York,  who  is  au- 
thorized to  do  the  same  nomine  Classis. 

6.  That  this  ordination  shall  not  be  performed,  however,  bo- 
fore  that  the  said  Boehm  has  declared  before  the  ministers  of 
Kew  York,  that  he  accepts  the  Heidelburg  Catechism  and  all  the 
other  Formulae  of  Concord,  and  that  he  will  direct  his  ministry 
in  accordance  therewith,  and  that  he  submits  to  the  "  Church- 
Order  ''  of  the  Synod  of  Dort 

7.  Furthermore: —  the  Church-Rules  which  have  been  sent  to 

us  by  the  Brethren  of  Pennsylvania  are  found  to  be  useful  and 

edifying,  and  the  Kev.  Classis  has  no  objection  in  allowing  the 

brethren  to  use  the  same  for  the  government  of  their  church. 
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8.  And  although  the  Eev.  Classis^  under  the  ciroumBtancei^ 
approves  this  call  on  Kev.  Boehm^  they  desire  that  this  way  of 
making  a  call  shall  not  occur  again.  They,  therefore,  accept 
of  the  proposition  of  the  Pennsylvania  brethren,  that,  hereafter^ 
when  a  new  minister  is  needed  among  them,  the  Claasis  is  to 
send  them  a  competent  and  properly  qualified  pastor. 

Thus  you  may  perceive  that  the  Classis  is  of  the  opinion,  that 
inasmuch  as  the  Pennsylvania  brethren  so  earnestly  and  unani- 
mously desire  Kev.  Boehm  to  continue  as  their  pastor,  and  that 
this  call,  originating  as  it  did,  out  of  the  very  heart  of  the  con^ 
gregation,  must  be  considered  as  valid.  Consequently  all  that 
he  has  heretofore  done  as  their  pastor  must  be  considered  legal; 
inasmuch  as,  in  the  new  planting  of  the  Church  and  in  a  region 
so  distant,  the  usual  formalities  for  securing  an  ordination  were 
not  at  hand. 

Nevertheless,  the  Classis  now  expects  that  care  will  be  taken 
by  the  brethren,  that  Domine  Boehm  be  ordained  to  the  Sacred 
Ministry,  according  to  the  Plan  proposed,  by  one  (or  more)  of 
the  ministers  at  New  York,  who  are  requested  and  authorized  by 
our  Classis  to  perform  this  act.  Thus  the  work  of  the  ministry 
may  be  carried  on  among  you,  according  to  the  established 
Church-Order,  and  thus  the  congregation  of  the  Lord  be  edified 
and  built  up.  We  also  cheerfully  engage,  on  our  part,  to  assist 
you  at  every  opportunity,  with  our  counsels  and  deeds,  especially 
when  another  minister  may  be  required  among  you. 

For  the  rest,  Worthy  Brethren,  we  bow  our  knees  to  the  God 
and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  you  may  be  filled  with 
all  wisdom  and  spiritual  understanding,  and  strengthened  with  all 
might,  that  Jesus  Christ  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith,  and 
you  may  be  rooted  and  grounded  in  his  love.  May  he  bless  the 
nunistry  of  your  Pastor  with  all  kinds  of  fruits  desired.  May  he 
crown  your  church  with  abundance  of  life,  light  and  spirit.    If  ay 
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Ida  all-0n£Scient  grace  adom^  confirm,  enlarge  and  perfect  her, 
and  make  her  a  praise  in  all  the  earth. 

linallj.  Brethren,  rejoice.  Be  perfect,  be  of  good  comfort, 
le  of  one  mind,  live  in  peace,  and  the  God  of  love  and  peace 
diall  be  with  yon.    Such  is  the  desire, 

Worthy  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren, 

Of  your  friendly  and  well-wishing  brethren. 
The  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

In  the  name  of  all, 
J.  Bakker,  Dep.  CI.  ad  res  exteras,  p.  t.  Scriba. 

Addressed:  To  the  Boverend,  Godly  and  Beloved  Brethren 
of  the  Bef  ormed  Churches  in  Pennsylvania. 

(Other  translations  in  lib.  A.  277.  of  Mints.  Ch.  of  New  York; 
Harbaugh's  Fathers  of  Bef  ormed  Church  i.  276;  Mercersberg 
Beview,  1876.) 

Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

I 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  Johan  Philips  Boehm, 

June  20,  1729.     xxix.  38.     No.  6. 

Reverend  Sir  and  Highly  Esteemed  Brother: — 

Inasmuch  as  the  worthy  brethren  in  Pennsylvania  are  desirous 
of  having  the  lawful  services  of  a  pastor,  and  have  chosen  you 
for  the  ministrations  of  the  Holy  Gospel,  and  have  therein  en- 
countered much  opposition  from  others;  and  have,  accordingly, 
poured  out  their  complaints  and  fears  into  the  bosom  of  the 
dassis  of  Amsterdam,  with  request  for  counsel,  help  and  guid- 
ance in  this  business: —  the  said  Classis  has  maturely  considered, 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  all  that  has  been  presented  before  it, 
and  has  taken  the  following  action: 
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(See  letter  of  June  20^  1729^  directed  to  the  German  churches 
in  Pennsylvania,  for  the  eight  articles  of  this  action.) 


,    From  these  Articles  you  will  learn  that  the  call  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  made  upon  you  by  the  brethren  of  Pennsylvania, 
is  recognized  as  legal,  because  the  church  itself  desired  your  ser- 
vices, and  the  Ministry  of  the  "Word  was  so  necessary  there. 
Therefore  you  did  well  to  gratify  the  strong  desire  of  the  breth- 
ren in  this  matter.     But  now  the  Classis  expects  you  carefuDy 
to  follow  what  she  requires,  as  expressed  in  these  (eight)  Articles, 
both  in  reference  to  the  Formulae  of  Concord,  and  in  reference 
to  your  ordination  by  one  of  the  ministers  of  New  York.    Each 
of  these  steps  is  in  the  highest  degree  useful  and  neoessarj, 
both  for  yourself  and  the  church.     Thereby  you  vidll  also  mm 
certainly  avoid  the  criticisms  of  outsiders. 

So  then,  dear  brother  since  you  have  undertaken  the  work  of 
the  ministry  among  the  brethren,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  he 
wishes  all  things  to  be  done  decently  and  orderly  in  his  Church. 
Fulfill,  therefore,  our  expectations  in  this  matter,  that  also  your 
boldness  in  the  exercise  of  your  ministrations  may  be  the  greater. 
Such  a  course  will  also  tend  to  our  happiness  and  satisfaction. 
You  will,  therefore,  consult  with  the  brethren  how  you  may  best 
obey  the  requirements  of  the  Classis;  and  you  will  also  be  guided 
by  the  opinions  of  the  New  York  ministers,  even  if  they  should 
think  it  necessary  to  summon  you  to  proceed  to  New  York,  to 
receive  at  their  hands  the  ordination  required. 

Furthermore,  Kev.  Brother,  we  most  heartily  wish  that  all 
desirable  blessings  may  come  down  upon  you  personally  and 
upon  your  work.  May  the  Father  of  Lights  enlighten  you  with 
his  Spirit,  which  is  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  of  revelation  in  the 
knowledge  of  him,  that  you  may  also  enlighten  others.  May  the 
God  of  Might  gird  you  with  all  strength,  that  like  a  hero  by  the 
bed  of  Solomon,  you  may  be  ready  and  armed  against  an  alarm 
in  the  night.     May  the  God  of  all  grace  adorn  you  with  every 
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lioly  adornment,  and  make  you  an  example  to  the  flock,  in  walk 
and  faith,  in  love  and  purity. 

Li  a  word,  may  the  Lord  make  your  ministry  glorious  and 
successful,  and  deign  in  his  own  good  time,  to  make  you  shine  in 
[    Ub  kingdom  as  a  teacher  who  has  turned  many  to  righteousness. 
Reverend  and  Highly  Esteemed  Brother,  we  remain. 
Your  cordial  and  loving  brethren. 
The  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

In  the  name  of  all, 
J.  Bakker,  Dep.  GI.  ad  res  exteras,  p.  t.  Scriba. 

Addressed:  To  the  Rev.,  Godly  and  Learned  Mr.  J.  P.  Boehm, 
mimster  of  the  Holy  Gospel  in  Pennsylvania. 

P.  S.  We  also  make  request  that  you  will  please  to  maintain 
correspondence  with  the  Glassis  of  Amsterdam.  (Other  transla* 
tlons^  Lib.  A.  Ch.  N.  Y.  279.     Mercersberg  Review,  1876.) 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Ministers  at  New  York,  June 

20,  1729.     xxix.  39.     No.  7. 

Veiy  Rev.  Sirs,  Much  Beloved  and  Highly  Esteemed  Brethren:— 

While  we  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  your  services  in  send- 
ing the  enclosed  documents  to  Pennsylvania,  we  cannot,  nor  do 
we  desire  to  hide  from  you,  the  action  which  the  Classis  has 
taken,  concerning  the  condition  of  the  Churches  in  Pennsylvania, 
in  connection  with  the  complaints  received,  as  follows:  (For 
these  eight  points,  see  the  letter  of  this  same  date,  [June  20, 
1729]  xxix.  37,  No.  5,  written  to  the  German  churches  in  Penn- 
sylvania.) 
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Eev.  Sirs,  we  therefore  take  the  liberty  to  request  you,  in  the 
most  friendly  way,  to  put  the  last  touch  to  the  call  of  Domine 
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Boelmiy  in  order  that  he  may  be  ordained  to  the  Sacred  Ministrji 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  above-mentioned  articles.    We 
understand  well  that  there  are  ministers  living  nearer  Pennsyl- 
vania than  yourselves;  but  we  have  learned  from  the  letter  of 
the  brethren,  (in  Pennsylvania),  that  they  did  not  wish  to  deal 
with  those  gentlemen  in  reference  to  this  business  of  theirs; 
and  that  they  had  already  consulted  with  you  about  everything. 
We  feel,  therefore,  the  greater  freedom  in  entrusting  our  com- 
mission to  you.    This  we  do  with  all  kindliness.    Nor  do  we  doubt 
but  that  you  yourselves  appreciate  the  necessity  of  this  ordma- 
tion,  that  our  Church-Order  may  be  maintained. 

We  leave  to  you  the  liberty  of  deciding  as  to  the  place  where 
this  ordination  is  to  be  accomplished:  whether  one  of  you 
(ministers  of  New  York)  shall  go  to  Pennsylvania;  or  whether 
Domine  Boehm  shall  be  summoned  to  meet  you  midway  between 
(New  York  and  Pennsylvania),  where  he  may  meet  with  one  of 
you  gentlemen;  or  whether  you  should  request  him  to  come  to 
New  York;  or  whether  some  other  plan  should  be  adopted. 

We  also  request  that  when  you  send  forward  these  documents 
to  Pennsylvania,  that  you  inform  the  brethren  there,  when  and 
where  this  ordination,  nomine  Classis,  is  to  take  place;  and  we 
expect  to  hear,  in  due  time,  that  this,  our  Commission  has  been 
fulfilled. 

Herewith,  wishing  the  Lord's  most  gracious  blessing  upon  you, 
upon  your  families  and  holy  ministrations,  we  remain,  with  all 
esteem, 

Eev.  Sirs  and  Beloved  Colleagues, 
Your  servants,  etc.,  etc.. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

In  the  name  of  all, 
J.  Bakker,  Dep.  ad  res  Exteras,  p.  t.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam, 

June  20,  1729. 
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Addressed:  To  the  Eev.  Godly  and  Learned,  the  Ministers  of 
tlie  Dutch  Cfhurch  of  Jesus  Christ  in  New  York. 

(See  other  translations  in  Lib.  A.  New  York,  275;  and  Mer- 
eenbei^  Beview,  1876.) 

Synod  of  Nobth  Holland. 

1729,  July  26-Aug.  4. 

Article  2. 

Philadelphia  in  Pennsylvania. 

(The  Synod  of)  Gelderland  declined  (to  help  them)  because 
they  belonged  to  England;  as  did  also  (the  Synod  of)  Utrecht, 
on  the  strength  of  Gelderland's  report  (The  Synod  of)  South 
H<dland  had  collected  florins  696.12  stivers,  and  expected  that 
the  Classes  which  had  not  yet  contributed  would  do  their  share. 
(Tie  Synod  of)  Vriesland  had  recommended  it  (Philadelphia)  to 
its  CQasses.  (The  Synod  of)  Overyssel  accepted  the  request  for 
reference;  but  (the  Synod  of)  Groningen  did  not.  The  dele- 
gates had  no  report,  and  leave  the  matter  to  the  judgement  of 
the  dassee.  The  several  Classes  accept  it  for  further  reference 
with  a  view  to  favorable  presentation. 

[Vol.  60,  p.  11.] 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

(Ourtenius.) 

1729,  July  18th.  Anthonius  Curtenius,  candidate,  was  as- 
signed to  Xew  Netherland  by  the  gentlemen  authorized  thereto, 
▼an  de  Wal,  Junius,  Vos  and  Beels.  At  the  next  Classis  he  will 
be  examined  and  qualified,     x.  341. 

Petrus  Hoevenagel  and  Anthonius  Curtenius. 

1729,  Oct  3rd.  The  first,  called  to  the  East  Indies,  and  approved 
ly  the  Messrs.  Directors,  preached  with  satisfaction  on  Psalm 
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143 :10  ;aiid  the  second,  called  to  Akkingsak  (Hackensack)  in  Nevj 
Ketherland,  preached  on  Psalm  2.12;  both  were  admitted  to  iim\ 
final  examination^  in  which  examination,  (lit.  investigation)  ihej' : 
gave  so  much  satisfaction  both  to  the  Bev.  Deputatus  Synodi  and  t» 
this  whole  Assembly,  that  no  objection  whatever  was  made  to  thei^ 
admittance  to  the  ministerial  office,  to  exercise  the  same  in  the 
localities  where  they  are  called.    Whereupon,  after  signing  the  For^ 
mulae  of  Concord,  and  agreeing  to  read  the  Forms  for  Baptism  and 
the  Supper  without  alteration,  and  declaring  their  rejection  of  tiiie 
condemned  opinions  of  Professor  Boell  and  Doctor  Bekker,  th&y 
were  ordained  to  the  Sacred  ministry  by  the  Eev.  Examiner  m€kk 
the  laying  on  of  hands.    The  Examiner  was  thanked  for  hb  ezoelr 
lent  examination,    x.  343. 

Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  July  30,  1729. 

It  was  Resolved  by  all  the  members  present,  that  in  the  Tower, 
above  the  roof  (peak?)  of  the  Church,  a  door  shall  be  made  in  an 
opening  about  8  feet  high  and  about  4  feet  broad,  with  or  with- 
out glass;  also,  at  the  same  height,  on  (each  of)  the  other  three 
sides  of  the  Tower,  shall  be  made  a  light,  about  8  feet  high  and 
three  broad,  with  small  boards  running  down  aslant,  or  a  sash, 
as  may  be  judged  necessary;  and  that  the  cross,  (?)  the  ball  and 
the  weathercock,  on  the  Tower,  be  made  proportional  to  one  an 
other. 

New  York,  Aug.  26,  1729. 

After  calling  on  God's  name,  there  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
sistory a  request,  from  Johannes  Bussing,  in  the  name  of  the 
Congregation  on  the  Manor  of  Fordham: 

That  he  would  undertake  to  complete  the  church,  entirely, 
viz.,  lay  the  floor,  make  the  pulpit  and  seats,  and  put  the  roof 
in  good  order,  if  the  Consistory  would  give  him  £4.,  New  York 
currency. 
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Therefore,  it  was  unanimously  Eesolved,  by  the  members 
present  to  agree  to  the  proposal;  and  that  Mr.  Isaac  Kip  inform 
the  said  Bussing  of  the  same;  and  when  the  work  is  done,  pay 
him  the  sum  of  £4. 

New  York,  Oct.  23,  1729. 

The  Consistory  Eesolved,  That  the  Deacons  should  demand 
payment  of  the  bond  of  Diewertje  Bradt,  and  obtain  a  warrant 
of  execution;  so  that  if  the  money  is  not  paid  in  a  short  time,  it 
may  be  obtained  by  a  course  of  law: —  also,  of  the  bonds  of  Peter 
Van  Tilbury,  Wessel  Wessels,  the  widow  Boome,  Abram  Van 
Gelder;  and  Ahasuerus  Elsworth,  Frans  Garbrants  and  Dr.  Jacob 
Mooner,  Peter  Berrien. 

New  York,  Nov.  13,  1729. 

The  Consistory  were  informed  by  the  Committee  on  the  sub- 
ject, (former  Deacons:  John  Boosevelt  and  Christian  Banker; 
and  the  Kuling  Deacons),  that  Mr.  Wessel  Wessels  offered  in 
payment  of  the  bond  of  his  father,  Lawrens  Wessels, 

1.  That  his  father's  house  on  Joode  St.,  should  immediately 
be  conveyed  in  fee  to  the  church,  as  payment  for  £100.  N.  Y. 
currency. 

2.  That  he  should  give  for  the  remainder  only  his  own  bond; 
yet  if  he  can  get  hia  brothers  to  sign  it  also,  he  will  do  so.  He 
promises  strictly  to  pay  one  half  of  this  sum  on  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1730,  and  the  other  half  a  year  later. 

3.  He  is  agreed  that  the  bond  or  bonds  signed  by  him,  for  the 
remainder,  shall  run  at  eight  per  cent  interest  till  the  appointed 
time  of  payment;  yet  with  the  allowance,  that  up  to  that  time 
and  no  longer,  he  is  to  pay  six  per  cent  only,  if  so  the  Deacons 
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4^  He  asks  that  when  all  this  is  signed  and  sealed,  the  bond 
of  his  father  shall  be  remitted  to  him,  under  the  church's  seal,  in 
return  for  the  fee  of  the  house  and  the  bonds  which  he  gives. 
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This  T^as  unanimously  approved^  and  full  power  given  to  the 
Deacons  to  settle  with  Mr.  W.  Wessels  on  the  terms  stated. 

Witness,  in  the  name  of  etc. 

Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  Praeses. 

It  was  also  Kesolved,  by  the  Deacons,  to  take  up,  on  interest^ 
£100.  N.  Y.  money. 

Liquor  Licenses  Requibed  in  Albany. 

1729,  Not.  14.  And  be  It  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforeaald  that  none 
bat  such  as  are  licensed  by  the  mayor  of  this  city  do  persnme  to  keep  pvblldfc 
houses  to  sell  any  wine,  beer  or  other  strong  liquors  by  retail  or  a  less  quantltf 
at  one  time  than  five  gallons  within  this  dty  and  county  of  Albany,  imder  ths 
penalty  of  five  pounds  for  the  use  of  the  said  city. —  Munsell's  Annals  of  Albany, 
VoL  Iz.  p.  66. 

Three  Mile  Eun,  N.  J. 

1729,  Not.  30i 
We,  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Three  Mile  Bun  Congregation,  haye  made  out  a  lUt 
of  subscribers  for  the  salary  of  a  Dutch  Beformed  Minister,  under  the  Order  of  th/^ 
Synod  of  Dort.    We  are  expecting  his  arrival  on  our  call,  and,  therefore,  take  thtt* 
following  action: 

It  seems  good  to  us,  when  the  said  minister  shall  arrive,  that  he.  In  loTe  and 
In  peace,  shall  preach  In  the  church-bulldlng  which  now  stands  at  Three  Mile  Bmi^ 
for  four  or  five  years,  or  so  long  as  said  church  Is  fit  for  use;  but  when  It  Is  ii» 
longer  suitable  for  service,  we  agree  to  build  a  new  church  on  land  of  J<riiis 
Plttenger,  or  In  that  vicinity.  And  we  further  authorise  the  two  men,  whom 
we  have  chosen  by  a  majority  of  our  votes,  namely,  Henry  Vroom  and  Frederic 
Van  Lleuw,  to  act  further  in  this  matter;  and  we  the  undersigned,  promise  to 
help  them  bear  all  expenses  which  may  be  incurred. 

A  Boorham,   Simon  Wyclcoff,   Dennis  Van  Duyn,    Smock,   Cor.   Peterson, 

George  Anderson,  Wm.  Van  Duyn,  Jac.  Boise,  Hen.  Smock,  Christian  Probasco^ 
Wm.  Kouwenhoven,  Jacob  Bennet,  Peter  Bodine,  Gideon  Marlat,  Wm.  Bennet, 
Paul   Le  Boyton  Francis  Harrison.   Ab.   Bennet,    Isaac  Le  Queer,    Jacob   Bennet, 

, ,  Nicholas  Daily,  Adrian  Hardenbrook,  Luke  Coevert,  Jacob  Probasco. 

See  Corwln's  Millstone  Centennial,  1866,  p.  83. 

Church  of  New  York.     An  Early  Ordination. 

(Portfolio,  "  New  York/'  Vol.  i.) 

The  Ordination  in  New  York,  of  John  Boehra,  of  the  German 
Churches  in  Pennsylvania,  by  Kevs.  Henricus  Boel  and  Gual- 
terus  Du  Bois,  by  authority  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  on 
Sunday,  November  23,  1729. 

Review  and  Proceedings.     November  18-25,  1729. 

The  Kev.  Consistories  of  the  three  German  Reformed  Churches 
of  Faulkner's  Schwamp,  Schipback  and  Wit  Marche,  in  Pennsyl- 
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Tania,  having  advised  with  Bevs.  Gualterus  Du  Bois  and  Henricns 
Boel  of  New  York,  and  Bev.  Vincentius  Antonides  of  Long 
Uand,  correq>onded  with  Bev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  in  the 
matter  of  their  call  upon  Johan  Philips  Boehm,  to  he  their  min- 
ister; and  also  to  obtain  ecclesiastical  assistance  against  the 
criticisms  made  upon  that  call.  For  these  purposes  they  have 
exhibited  (to  said  Classis)  all  the  circumstances  of  their  disa- 
greeable condition,  in  a  letter,  dated  July,  1728. 

The  Bev.  Classis  preliminarily  replied  (to  said  letter)  imder 
dite  of  December  1,  1728,  expressing  their  sympathy  with  their 
Bad  condition;  receiving  their  complaints  with  the  design  of 
helping  them  by  their  coimsel  as  soon  as  possible;  and  counseling 
them  to  use  such  means  of  grace  for  their  comfort  as  were 
practicabla 

Subsequently,  on  June  20,  1729,  the  Bev.  Classis  again  wrote 
to  Domine  Boehm,  and  to  his  Consistories,  and  to  the  ministers 
(m  Ifew  York)  who  had  already  corresponded  with  them.  The 
brethren  from  Pennsylvania  were  accordingly  invited  to  come 
to  Ifew  York,  fully  authorized  by  the  three  Consistories  to  com- 
plete the  whole  business  in  a  suitable  manner.  They  opened 
and  read  the  letters  which  they  had  received,  and  which  were 
substantially  as  follows: — 

That,  after  mature  deliberation,  the  Bev.  Classis  had  decided 
that  the  call  on  Domine  Boehm,  on  account  of  the  imcommon 
desire  of  the  brethren  in  Pennsylvania  for  his  services,  and  which 
call  had  originated  from  the  very  body  of  the  Church  itself, 
must  be  considered  as  valid:  and  that  all  the  duties  done  by 
him  as  a  minister  (under  such  circumstances)  must  be  regarded 
as  legal.  This  action  was  taken  on  account  of  the  lack  of  the 
usual  means  of  obtaining  an  ordination  at  the  new  planting  of  a 
church  in  such  a  distant  region;  and  also  because  the  ministry 
of  the  Word  was  so  necessary  there;  Domine  Boehm  had  there- 
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fore  done  well  in  complying  with  the  urgent  desire  of  his  breth- 
ren^  (in  assuming,  informally,  the  ministerial  ofSce): 

That  the  Rev.  Classis  decreed  that  the  ordination  should  now 
be  performed  in  the  most  convenient  manner  possible,  by  one  of 
the  ministers  (in  ^N'ew  York)  who  had  been  in  correspondence 
with  them.  Therefore  the  Rev.  Classis  had  authorized  said  min- 
isters, in  their  name,  to  approve  the  call,  (lit.,  lay  the  last  hand 
upon  the  call)  of  Domine  Boehm,  and  with  all  freedom  to  ordaia. 
him  to  the  ministry;  to  be  done  in  New  York  or  elsewhere: 

That  it  was  the  further  determination  of  the  Rev.  CftassiSy 
that  Domine  Boehm,  before  the  ordination  is  performed,  shall 
make  a  declaration  to  those  ministers  who  have  been  in  corre- 
spondence with  him,  that  he  accepts  the  Heidelberg  Catechism 
and  all  the  Formulae  of  Unity  as  the  strict  rule  of  his  teaching  y 
that  he  submits  to  the  Church-Order  of  the  Synod  of  Dort;  and 
that,  by  God's  grace,  he  promises  to  strive  properly  to  perform 
all  the  duties  of  the  ministry:  That  upon  these  conditions  tho 
Rev.  Classis  most  cordially  wishes  the  Divine  blessing  upon  his 
person  and  work,  and  also  requests  that  he  will  maintain  corre- 
spondence with  the  Rev.  Classis: 

That  the  Rev.  Classis  further  resolved,  that  the  brethren  of 
the  Consistories  of  the  said  congregations  (in  Pennsylvania) 
shall  bind  themselves,  each  in  his  official  capacity,  and  their 
successors  shall  do  the  same,  from  time  to  time,  to  act  according 
to  the  foregoing  (eight)  Rules,  in  unison  with  the  congregation 
and  Domine  Boehm;  that  the  Rev.  Classis  finds  the  said  (eight) 
Church  Rules,  (as  found  in  letter  of  Classis  to  the  Brethren  in 
Pennsylvania,  of  June  20,  1729;  vol.  xxix,  page  37,  No.  5,) 
useful  and  edifying,  and  has  no  difficulty  in  allowing  the  use 
of  them  in  the  government  of  the  Church;  that,  although  under 
the  circumstances,  the  Rev.  Classis  approves  the  call  on  Domine 
Boehm,  they  expect  that  nothing  similar  will  occur  again: 

That  therefore  they  accept  of  the  proposition  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania brethren,  that  when  hereafter  a  new  minister  may  be 
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Qeeded,  that  thej  will  send  to  them  (the  Classis)  for  one  that  is 

eompetent  and  duly  qualified;  that  the  Pennsylvania  brethren 

must  see  to  it,  that  according  to  the  arrangements  made,  Domine 

Boehm  is  ordained  by  one  of  the  ministers  in  correspondence 

with  them  living  at  New  York,  who  are  requested  and  authorized 

to  do  this  act;  and  that  they  are  submissively  to  accept  the  kind 

offer  of  the  Rev.  Classis  to  render  them  counsel  and  help  in  all 

dieimistances,  and  especially  when  a  new  minister  is  required: 

That  it  was  also  unanimously  resolved  and  agreed  to,  accord- 
ing to  said  (eight)  Church  Rules,  that  the  ruling  elders  and 
deacons  of  the  three  congregations,  after  they  have  made  known 
the  letters  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  and  have  secured  the  ordination 
of  Domine  Boehm  should,  at  the  first  opportimity,  each  in  hia 
own  congregation,  as  well  as  others  who  are  similarly  inclined^ 
kindly  request  and  urge  a  new,  voluntary  yearly  subscription, 
according  to  the  ability  of  the  people,  for  the  payment  of  Domine 
Boehm's  salary,  at  such  times  as  the  Consistory  may  approve: 
That  the  ruling  elders  and  deacons  shall  also,  from  time  to  time 
as  may  be  convenient,  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  collect  from 
the  subscribers  what  each  has  promised  for  the  support  of 
Domine  Boehm  and  to  pay  him  his  exact  salary  promptly  when 
due: 

That  also  in  reference  to  the  points  of  the  (eight)  Church  Rules 
sent  by  the  Pennsylvania  brethren  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  and  by 
that  body  approved,  and  now  enlarged,  as  above,  that  the  newly 
chosen  members  of  the  Consistory  shall,  from  year  to  year,  be- 
fore entering  upon  their  duties,  for  the  surer  performance  of 
their  engagements,  subscribe  all  this, —  namely,  to  adhere  strictly 
to  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  the  Formulae  of  Unity,  and  the 
(Church-Order  of  the)  Synod  of  Dort.     And  in  order  that  every 
one,  in  his  office  or  station,  may  obey  as  far  as  possible  the 
foregoing  Rules,  these  (eight)  Church  Rules  as  now  revised  by 
;he  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  shall  be  publicly  read  before  the 
Churches,  yearly,  when  a  new  Consistory  is  chosen  or  ordained. 
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I 

IN  VIEW  THEN  OF  ALL  THE  FOBEOOINay 

WE^  the  imdersigned  elders,  authorized  by  the  Buling  Conos* 
tories  of  the  said  three  German  Churches  at  Falkner'a  Schwamp, 
Schippack  and  Wit  Marche,  together  with  Domine  Boehm^ 
hereby  declare: 

That  the  Commission,  dated  in  Pennsylvania,  November  4^ 
1729,  authorizes  us,  in  the  name  of  all,  to  ratify  by  our  Bubecrip- 
tion,  all  that  the  Bev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  has  directed,  foir 
the  ordination  and  maintenance  of  Domine  Boehm  in  the  holy^ 
ministry  among  us,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  three  churchea; 
well  as  whatever  other  action  is  taken  and  decided  on,  with 
according  to  Church-Order,  by  the  ministers  in  correspondence 
with  us  —  the  Ministerium —  at  New  York,  and  to  keep  the  sam.^ 
always  in  full  force,  in  our  churches. 

We,  therefore,  who  are  upon  this  Commission,  declare  that  w^ 
have  carefully  considered  all  the  forgoing,  seriatim,  aocordini^ 
to  the  action  of  the  Bev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  with  tho 
advice  of  the   corresponding  ministers  —  or  Ministerium  —  at 
New  York,  and  that  we  ratify  and  adopt  the  same,  in  full,  for 
ourselves  and  our  successors,  and  we  promise  submissively  to 
obey  it,  each  in  his  respective  office,  and  by  God's  grace  to  main- 
tain the  same  inviolably. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  hereby  subscribe  the  same  with  our 
own  hands,  as  Commissioners,  at  New  York,  November  18,  1729. 

Frietrich  Antes,  Commissioner  of  Falkner's  Schwamp. 
Gabriel  O  Scheiler's  mark,  Com.  of  Schipback. 
William  De  Wees,  Commissioner  of  Wit  Marsch. 

So  also,  in  testimony  of  all  this,  I,  Domine  Johan  Philips 
Boehm,  do  solemnly  declare  that  all  that  herein  concerns  me,  I 
will,  with  God's  help,  perform  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  subscrib- 
ing my  name  hereto,  at  New  York,  November  18,  1729. 

JOHAN  PHILIPS  BOEHM. 
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Be  it,  theref ore,  known,  to  all  hereby,  that  the  foregoing  mat- 
ter of  fact  —  declared  to  be  very  important  by  the  Classis  of 
Ainsterdam,  and  committed  by  them  to  the  conaxdting  ministers, 
Bomines  Dn  Bois,  Antonides  and  Boel,  to  be  accomplished;  also 
our  letter  to  the  Bev.  Classis,  and  their  reply  to  us;  and  the 
foregoing  action  of  the  brethren  in  Pennsylvania  and  of  Domine 
Boehm;  after  calling  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  was  distinctly 
presented  to  the  Bev.  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Bef  ormed  Church, 
in  their  meeting,  in  New  York,  on  November  20,  1729: 

And  that  thereupon,  that  Consistory  unanimously  resolved, 
that  the  said  ministers  had  herein  acted  with  strict  regularity, 
AS  correspondents,  according  to  Church  Bules;  and  that  inasmuch 
as  the  Bev.  Classis  had  been  pleased  to  entrust  them  with  such 
authority,  namely,  the  ordaining  of  Domine  Boehm,  on  said  con- 
ditions, that  they  were  imder  obligations  to  do  the  same: 

Therefore,  notwithstanding  that  they,  with  the  entire  Con- 
flistory,  by  a  definite  resolution,  that  nothing  of  the  kind  shoxdd 
ever  be  undertaken  or  performed  hereafter,  without  an  express 
order  from  the  Classis : —  still,  upon  the  authority  now  conferred, 
the  business  must  be  formally  consummated  by  them  in  the  pres- 
ence of  this  church,  and  in  the  face  of  any  opposition. 

Be  it  known  then,  that  this  ordination  was  thus  performed 
by  Domine  Henricus  Boel,  and  the  consecration  by  the  laying  on 
of  hands  by  Domine  Gualterus  Du  Bois,  in  the  presence  of  said 
Consistory,  publicly,  in  the  Beformed  Dutch  Church  in  New 
York,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  November  23,  1729.      And  that 
thereupon,  the  f orenamed  Consistory  gave  order  to  enact  an  Act 
in  reference  to  the  same,  in  testimony  of  the  truth  thereof, 
which  should  be  confirmed,   as  is  proper,  by  the  seal  of  the 
Church  —  as  is  hereby  done,  at  New  York,  November  25,  1729, 
by  me, 
In  the  Name  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  Bev.  Consistory, 
L.  S.  Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  Praeses. 
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K.  B.      The   substance   of  the  foregoing  proceedingB  with 
Domine  Boehm  and  his  (church  officers)  on  IToveinber  18;  and  ^ 
of  what  was  done  in  the  Consistory  on  November  20thy  was,  for   ■ 
the  confirmation  of  the  same,  publicly  read  from  the  pulpit  to    i 
the  congregation  by  Domine  Boel,  beginning  thus: —  ! 

Beloved  in  the  Lord:  ' 

I 
I 

In  order  that  the  Solemn  Service,  imusual  here,  which  we  are 
about  to  perform,  wholly  apart  from  any  seeking  of  our  own, 
at  the  command  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  under  the 
oversight  of  the  Kev.  Consistory  of  this  Church,  may,  with  the 
blessing  of  the  Lord,  be  unto  edification,  and  not  to  be  misunde^ 
stood. 

Be  it  known  to  you,  etc.,  etc. 

[Lib.  A.  Ch.  New  York,  275-280.] 

Account  of  the  Eeconciliation  Between  Domine  Johait 
Philips  Boehm  and  Domine  George  Michael  Weiss, 
Formally  Effected,  November  24,  1729,  at  New  York, 
THE  Day  After  the  Ordination  of  Said  Boehm. 

(Portfolio  "  New  York."     Vol.  i.) 

When  Domine  Johan  Philips  Boehm,  under  the  pressure  of 
the  three  Reformed  German  Churches  at  Falkner's  Schwamp, 
Schipback  and  Wit  Marshe,  in  the  year  1725,  assumed  the  office 
of  being  a  minister  to  them,  without  any  ordination  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  churches,  there  arose  in  1727  a  complaint  con- 
cerning this.  Some  in  the  church  of  Schipback  were  led  to  ab- 
sent themselves  from  Domine  Boehm's  ministerial  services,  and 
to  accept  as  their  usual  minister,  Mr.  George  Michael  Weiss,  who 
had  come  over  from  Germany  (in  1727.  .),  and  was  recognized 
by  them  as  a  regularly  ordained  preacher,  inasmuch  as  he  was 
settled  over  the  Reformed  Gennan  Church  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia^ and  also  at  Germantown. 
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Thereupon  some  estrangement  arose  between  Domine  Johan 

biHpe  Boehm  and  Domine  George  M.  Weiss.    Meanwhile,  how- 

rer,  the  Bev.  Chassis  of  Amsterdam  approved  the  entire  minis- 

erial  work  of  Domine  Boehm,  done  before  his  ordination,  on 

leeotint  of  the  great  zeal  of  the  chnrches  in  his  behalf;  and  saw 

h  to  anthorize  the  Bevs.  Oualtems  Du  Bois  and  Henricus  Boel 

of  New  York,  and  Vincentios  Antonides  of  Long  Island,  the 

tecnstomed  correspondents  of  that  Eev.  body,  (in  Pennsylvania,) 

to  perform,  in  their  Name,  the  ordination  of  Domine  Boehm, 

aoeording  to  ecclesiastical  usages,  aild  put  it  beyond  all  criticism. 

TUb  was  done  with  the  full  approbation  and  consent  of  the  Bev. 

OoD&stoiy  of  the  Dutch  Eeformed  Church  at  New  York,  and 

tmder  their  oversight,  publicly  in  the  presence  of  the  Church  on 

Norember  23,  1729,  and  in  the  presence  also  of  Domine  Weiss, 

iriio  had  come  to  New  York  at  that  time. 

Therefore  We,  George  Michael  Weiss  and  Johan  Philips 
Boehm,  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  said  three  churches  of 
Bcnnine  Boehm,  upon  the  conciliating  good  counsel  of  the  Bev. 
Mmisters,  the  correspondents,  have  jointly  and  cordially  come  to 
this  firm  conclusion,  and  bind  themselves  to  recognize  it,  as  we 
iereby  do:  namely. 

That  the  Bev.  dassis  of  Amsterdam  has,  in  this  case,  decided 
justly,  and  the  Bev.  Ministers,  the  correspondents,  have  acted 
lightly,  as  they  were  in  duty  bound,  to  execute  the  directions  of 
the  Bev.  Classis,  and  consummate,  (lit.  lay  the  last  hand  on,)  in 
an  ecclesiastical  manner,  the  ordination  of  Domine  Boehm: 

That,  from  Christian  love,  and  for  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
Jxe  churches,  we  jointly  testify,  with  the  mutual  giving  of  the 
land  to  each  other,  that  we  heartily  forgive  each  other  whatever 
ifFence  we  may  have  given,  and  promise  to  forget  it,  and  never 
gain  to  make  it  a  matter  of  dispute : 

That  Domine  Weiss  recognizes  Domine  Boehm  as  the  lawful, 
lie  ordained  and  the  regular  minister  of  the  said  three  churches: 
hat  Domine  Weiss  will  absent  himself  from  Schipback,  and  ^wViL 
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make  declaration  that  he  leaves  that  church  and  the  other 
churchesi  entirely  to  Domine  Boehm,  as  their  lawful  mini 
that  he  may  peacefully  pursue  his  work  in  the  said  three  churcha: 

That  henceforth  brotherly  friendship  shall  exist  be 
Domine  Boehm  and  his  churches  on  the  one  hand  and  DomiM 
Weiss  on  the  other;  that  they  will  each  act  as  ministers  of  tkl 
Lord  toward  each  other  —  Domine  Weiss  being  solicitous  for  thl 
honor  of  Domine  Boehm's  ministry;  and  Domine  Boehm  bebg 
solicitous  for  the  honor  of  Domine  Weiss's  ministry  at  Philadel> 
phia  and  Grermantown: 

That  if  any  other  Bef  ormed  Churches  besides  the  three  of 
Domine  Boehm  and  the  two  of  Domine  Weiss,  should  desire  the 
services  of  Domine  Boehm  or  Domine  Weiss,  separately,  or  of  R 
both,  by  turns,  for  their  minister,  that  both  shall  render  to  soch 
churches,  mutually,  their  brotherly  aid: 

That  Domine  Weiss  makes  declaration  of  his  hearty  desire  to 
become  subordinate  to  the  Kev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  !•* 
quests  the  ministers  corresponding  to  inform  the  Eev.  Classis 
thereof.    He  testifies  that  he  is  ready  and  willing  to  comply  Twth 
their  ecclesiastical  orders  when  these  are  sent  over  to  him.    Also 
that  Domine  Weiss  obligates   himself   to  strive   to  bring  his 
churches  in  Philadelphia  and  Germantown  into  the  same  subordi- 
nation.     Furthermore,  that    both    Domine  Weiss  and   Domine 
Boehm  obligate  themselves,  if  other  churches  desire  either  of 
them   as  their  minister,   not    to   consent   thereto,   unless   said 
churches,  by  their  Consistory  or  Consistories,  subordinate  them- 
selves to  the  Rev.  Classis;  in  order  that  ministers.  Consistories 
and  churches  may  exhibit  conformity  among  themselves,  as  is 
proper  among  churches: 

Furthermore,  Domine  Boehm  with  the  Commissioners  of  the 
three  churches,  and  Domine  Weiss,  made  request  that  they  might 
hold  and  maintain,  at  every  favorable  opportunity,  correspond- 
ence with  the  three  ministers,  Du  Bois,  Antonides  and  Boel,  that 
thej  might  conduct  themselves  to  the  best  advantage  of    the 
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To  this  the  three  minifiteiB  gave  their  ready  consent^ 

b  hope^  with  God's  help,  of  his  gracious  blessing: 

Tliat  ftaally,  proper  notice  of  all  this  shall  be  given  to  their 

are  chnrchefl  by  Domine  Boehm  and  his  (officers),  and  by 

Weiss^  and  his  (officers),  in  order  to   anticipate  any 

^fpontioiL 

Thus  agreed  to,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  November  24,  1729. 

Cteorge  Michael  Weiss, 

Minister  at  Philadelphia  and 

Germantown, 

Johan  Philips  Boehm, 

Minister  of  the  three  churches  of 

Falkner's  Schwamp,  Schipback  and 

Wit  Marsche. 
Ixietnch  Antea 

Gibriel  O  Schuler's  mark. 

William  Be  Weee. 

We,  the  imdersigned  upon  the  request  of  the  Ministers  and 

Oommissioners,  declare  that  the  foregoing  was  thus  enacted  in 

our  presence,  as  witnesses. 

G.  Du  Bois. 

V.  An-tonides. 

Henricus  BoeL 

Also  in  Lib.  A.  Ch.  N.  Y.  281-4;  and  Mercersberg  Review, 
1876. 

Dutch  Chxjbch  of  New  York. 

He  Docimients  about  Ordination  of  Domine  Boehm  to  be 
recorded  in  the  New  York  Minutes. 

November  20,  1729. 

The  Commissioners  from  the  High-Dutch  Reformed  Christian 
dmrehes  of  TB}kDei^3  Schw&mp,  iSchipback  and  Wit  MaT%\ie)  Sxl 
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Pennsjlyaxiia,  with  their  Domine,  Johan  Philips  Boehm, 
admitted  to  a  hearing  in  our  Consistory.     Their  correspooi 
Domine  Vincentius  Antonides  of  Long  Island  was  also 
besides   Domines  Gualterus  Du  Bois  and  Henricos  Boel, 
ministers. 

After  invoking  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  the  particular  bi 
about  their  churches  was  introduced.     This  related  to  their  let- 
ters to  the  Key.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  the  replies  of  their 
Beverences  to  the  same;  also  as  to  what  had  further  been  done 
in  this  coimtry  in  this  matter. 

Thereupon  it  was  resolved  unanimously,  in  order  to  guard  » 
imusual  and  remarkable  proceedings  from  discredit,  that  iUs 
whole  business  with  the  Acts  of  our  (New  York)  Consistory  on 
the  matter,  and  the  accomplishment  of  the  same,  should  be  re- 
corded in  full  in  a  certain  Act-Book  of  the  Church.  This  iru 
done  in  the  Dutch  language.  (See  Letters  under  date  of  Jvijf 
1728,  August  15,  1728,  December  1,  1728,  and  three  letters 
dated  June  20,  1729.)  —  lib.  A.  261. 

The  Lutheran  Church  in  Albany. 

1729,  Nov.  29.  Whereas  Gerrit  G.  Lansingh  has  according 
to  agreement  with  the  corporation  made  a  bridge  over  the  Rutten 
Kill  near  the  Leuteren  church  for  the  sum  of  four  pounds. 

Resolved  that  the  said  Gerrit  G.  Lansingh  be  piayd  the  said 
sum  by  the  corporation.' — MunselPs  Annals  of  Albany,  VoL  ix. 
p.  63. 

Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Dec.  18,  1729. 

Consistory  held.  Present:  Both  the  ministers  and  all  the  mem- 
bers now  in  office:  Elders:  N.  Roosevelt,  A.  Rutgers,  T.  Cruger 
and  H.  Van  Spiegel;  Deacons:  P.  Richard,  F.  Van  Cortland, 
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Le  Bon  and  H.  Butgers;  Churcli  Masters:  Wm.  Van  Zandt, 
.  Beeknum,  P.  Fuey(?)  and  O.  Eoos. 

Of  the  Great  Consistory:  Th.  Kip,  A.  Marschalk,  J.  Harden- 
rook,  P.  Van  Cortland,  T.  Goelet,  A.  Mann,  H.  Abrahamae, 
.  Van  der  Hnil,  B.  Wyncoop,  J.  Boosevelt,  C.  Bancker,  W. 
tiMboom,  G.  Keteltas^  A.  Leffers,  A.  Van  Vleek,  Jac.  Eoose- 
nlt,  B.  Smit,  H.  Cuyler:  Absent,  were  Jan  v.  Cortland,  L.  K. 
la  Slein,  S.  Bayart,  Cor.  de  Peyster,  H.  v.  Gelden,  Wm.  Pro- 
foort,  G.  ▼.  Imburg,  J.  v.  Hoome,  G.  Home,  Ab.  v.  Home,  A. 
Keteltas,  C.  Louw,  Jac.  Moonen,  M.  Vaegten,  C.  v.  Home,  zoon 
aid  Abm.  ▼.  Wyck. 

After  calling  on  God's  name,  it  was  Besolved,  at  first,  by  a 
HAJority,  but  afterwards,  tmanimously, 

1.  The  shape  of  the  seats  in  the  New  Church  shall  be  made 
tfter  the  improved  pattern  prepared  by  Mr.  Tiehout;  being  so 
Slide  that  each  sitting  place  shall  be  30  inches  wide  without  the 
dear. 

2.  Men  and  women  shall  sit  separate,  men  by  themselves,  and 
i^omen  by  themselves  in  the  same  manner  as  hitherto  in  our  Old 
Thurch;  and  as  is  usual  ia  all  the  Dutch  Churches  in  Holland. 

3.  All  the  sitting  places  shall  at  once  be  sold  to  the  highest 
idder.  Each  seat  shall  belong  to  the  purchaser  for  life.  At 
le  owner's  death  it  shall  revert  to  the  church  and  be  sold  again 
^cording  to  the  plan  now  pursued  in  the  Old  Church. 

4.  Before  any  seat  is  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  the  Con- 
story  shall  put  upon  it  a  certain  fixed  price,  at  which  they  shall 
ly  it  back  on  the  death  of  the  purchaser. 

5.  No  one  shall  hold  a  seat  in  the  New  Church,  (whether  he 
la  come  to  it,  by  inheritance,  by  its  having  become  vacant,  by 
irchaae,  or  by  mere  occupation),  in  any  other  way  than  has  al- 
ays  been  customary  in  our  congregations,  and  according  to  the 
tabliahed  order  of  our  Old  Church. 

6.  Finally  when  any  one  buys  a  seat  in  a  pew,  he  diaW.  \i«L^^ 
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the  preference  to  buy  still  other  seats  in  that  pew,  at  the 

price,  for  whomsoever  Ee  chooses,  but  always  under  the  eof '^^ 

ditions  already  expressed. 

G.  du  Bois,  p.  t.  Praeeea. 

Fbelinohuysen's  Sebmons. 

1729. 

Two  Sermons  on  1  Peter  4 :18.     "  If  the  Righteous 
be  saved,  where  shall  the  ungodly  and  the  sinner  appear!  " 

Preached  by 

Theodoras  Jacobus  Frelinghuysen, 

Minister  of  the  Kef  ormed  Dutch  Church  on  the  Earitan* 

Printed  in  New  York,  1729. 
[See  April  4,  1729.] 


(Reprinted  with  other  Sermons  of  his,  by  the  Board  of  Pubfr 
cation  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  1856.) 

Dutch  Church  of  New  Yoek. 

January  1,  1730. 

Act  of  Appointment  of  Jan  de  la  Montagne,  as  Doorkeeper, 
Bellringer  and  Grave-digger;  and  also  as  Watchman,  in  and 
around  the  Old  Church;  and  for  any  other  services  under  the 
Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  New  York. 

Inasmuch  as  Jan  de  la  Montagne,  Sr.,  until  his  extreme  old 
age,  has  rendered  faithful  service  to  our  Church,  as  Doorkeeper, 
etc.,  and  during  his  sickness,  his  son,  Jan  de  la  Montagne,  has 
now  for  some  time  performed  the  same  duties:  and  the  father 
having  died,  the  son  now  requests  the  Rev.  Consistory,  to  give 
him  succession  in  his  father's  place,  under  such  conditions  and 
engagements  as  may  be  proper:  the  Rev.  Consistory,  after  calling 
on  the  name  of  the  Lord,  have  taken  into  consideration,  the 
satisfaction  given  by  the  son  in  this  service,  and  the  necessity  of 
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Dnrmg  a  competent  person  to  fill  the  place:  it  was  unanimously 
Mieed  to  appoint  Jan  de  la  Montagne  to  this  position,  under  the 
fallowing  conditions  and  engagements: 

The  conditions  in  respect  to  the  General  Service  of  the  Church, 
ve 

1.  That  you  ring  the  bell  three  times,  and  sufficiently  long, 
before  service  on  Simday  mornings  and  afternoons,  and  on  the 
annual  Feetival-days;  on  Wednesdays,  and  at  the  preparation  for 
tiie  Lord's  Supper  on  Fridays ;  that  you  for  the  minister  who  is 
ta  preach,  either  before  the  second  or  the  third  ringing,  as  he 
akall  desire,  except  for  the  evening  service;  but  then,  you  are 
to  see  that  an  hour  elapses  between  the  first  and  the  third  ringing, 
lefore  the  catechizing  in  the  Church,  you  are  to  ring  twice;  also 
Wore  the  close,  when  it  is  desired;  and  so  on  other  occasions. 

2.  You  shall  keep  the  pulpit  neat  and  clean,  as  well  as  the 
cIudrB  of  the  Elders  and  I>eacons,  acting,  or  formerly  in  office; 
abo  of  the  G^ovemor  and  other  officials,  together  with  all  other 
chairs  and  benches  through  the  whole  church. 

3.  You  shall,  in  season,  set  the  Table,  seats,  etc.,  and  prepare 
all  necessary  things  for  the  Lord's  Supper;  and  take  what  is  left 
C'TOr,  of  the  bread  and  wine,  to  the  Deacons ;  and  place  everything 
in  order  again,  as  shall  be  required  from  time  to  time. 

4.  You  shall  also  provide  pure  water  in  the  baptismal  bowl 
at  the  proper  time  and  place. 

5.  You  shall,  according  to  your  ability,  remove  from  the 
ehurch,  either  before,  during  or  after  service,  dogs,  etc.;  and 
pferent  any  disorders  of  negroes  or  children. 

6.  You  shall  carefully  and  seasonably  attend  all  catechizings, 
according  to  directions,  and  not  interfere  with  the  same  by  bell- 
nnging,  or  any  other  work,  in  or  around  the  Church. 

7.  You  shall  do  all  which  any  one  would  be  bound  in  con- 
idenoe  to  do,  for  the  good  of  the  building;  keep  the  seats  in 
ndflr;  xepoErt  at  once  anything  which  is  perplexing  to  the  Churchy 
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Masters;  see  that  neither  dogs  nor  persons  remain,  after 
is  over;  keep  a  look  out  against  fire;  preserve  whatever  of 
you  may  find  in  the  Church,  and  keep  it  for  its  lawful 
open  and  close  doors  and  windows  at  proper  times,  and  be 
last  to  leave  the  building. 

8.  When  any  repairs  are  made  in  the  Church  or  Church] 
and  when  the  Church  receives  its  yearly  cleaning,  you  are  to 
present,  open  and  close  the  building,  and  give  a  full  aocoimt 
the  Church  Masters  when  required,  without  drawing  any 
for  these  things,  unless  the  Church  Masters  employ  you  by  tto"; 
day,  when  your  wages  shall  be  according  to  agreement. 

In  respect  to  the  Rev.  Consistory:  \ 

1.  You  shall  with  all  diligence  and  courtesy  collect  all  moofff^ 
for  any  public  services,  according  to  the  orders  of  the  Eldeiv 
Deacons  and  Church  Masters,  and  faithfully  deliver  the  same  t» 
them,  and  render  an  excellent  account. 

2.  You  shall  always,  on  the  requirement  of  the  minister,  siuft- 
mons  the  members  of  the  Consistory,  present  or  former  ones,  to 
attend  their  meetings  at  the  proper  time  and  place. 

3.  You  shall  courteously  attend  all  Ecclesiastical  meetings  in 
general;  or  the  particular  meetings  of  the  Elders,  or  Deacons, 
or  Church  Masters,  or  any  Committee  of  the  Consistory,  at  the 
place  where  they  assemble  for  the  discharge  of  any  ecclesiastical 
business;  and  you  shall  diligently  carry  out  whatever  any  of  the 
above  mentioned  may  require,  touching  the  Church,  the  divine 
service,  or  the  poor. 

4.  You  shall  always  seasonably  apprize  the  Church-Masters 
of  any  seats  that  become  vacant. 

In  respect  to  digging  graves. 

1.  You  shall  not  dig  a  grave  or  break  ground  except  with  the 
consent  of  one  of  the  Church-Masters.  You  shall,  therefore,  give 
timely  notice  of  the  name  of  the  deceased,  with  the  dates  of 
death  and  (proposed)  burial. 
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2.  Yon  shall  make  the  graves,  whether  under  the  church  or 
in  the  ehmehyard,  sufficiently  deep,  and  carefully  fill  them  up 
igmin.  Yon  shall  keep  the  bier  in  the  shed  made  for  it  in  the 
ehnrehyard;  and  send  it  in  due  time  to  the  house  of  the  deceased. 

3.  You  shall  ring  the  bell  for  burials  either  four  times,  with 
pauses  between,  according  to  custom,  or  continuously,  as  may  be 
desired  by  the  friends  of  the  deceased. 

4.  The  money  for  interments  you  shall  diligently  and 
courteously  demand;  and  when  received,  you  shall  deliver  to  the 
Church  Masters  at  their  ordinary  session,  and  render  accoimt  as 
follows: 

For  a  burial  place  in  the  church,  with  or  without 
the  bier  and  pall;  for  a  person  over 

'twenty  years  of  age; £2.10  s. 

And  for  the  new  cloth  pall,  an  additional 6  s. 

And  for  the  velvet  pall,  an  additional 12  s. 

For  a  person  over  ten  years  of  age,  ..... 1 .  10  s. 

For  a  person  under  ten  years  of  age, 15  s. 

all  New  York  currency. 

For  a  burial  place  in  the  churchyard,  with  or  with- 
out the  bier  and  pall;  for  a  person  over 

twenty  years  of  age, ., 10  s. 

And  for  the  new  cloth  pall,  an  additional    6  s. 

And  for  the  velvet  pall,  an  additional 12  s. 

For  a  person  over  ten  years  of  age, 8  s. 

For  a  person  under  ten  years  of  age, 3  s. 

For  a  person  under  two  years  of  age, 2  s. 

Besides,  you  are  to  pay,  for  bell-ringing  at  a 
funeral,  to  the  Church  Masters,  when  you  have  re- 
ceived it,  when  the  ringing  is  four  times 

with  pauses  between, 4  s. 

And  when  the  ringing  is  continuous,   . \^  %• 
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It  is,  moreover,  expected  of  you  that  you  will  with  all  earnest 
ness,  strive,  with  the  Lord's  help,  to  conduct  yourself  in  an  ediff- 
ing  manner,  as  a  member  of  this  Dutch  Bef ormed  Congregatuxn, 
and  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  best  of  your  ability,  to  the  Ministen^ 
Elders,  Deacons,  Church  Masters^  and  all  others. 

For  all  the  foregoing,  to  be  thus  performed  by  you,  as  weB 
as  whatever  else  the  Rev.  Consistory  may  deem  necessary  touch- 
ing your  service,  the  Elders,  Deacons  and  Church  Masters^  eack 
in  their  own  Qualiteit,  and  binding  their  successors  after  them, 
promise  to  pay  you  yearly,  and  every  year: 

1.  By  the  Elders,  for  collecting  the  money  for  the  salaries 
of  the  Ministers,  five  per  cent  of  the  amount  collected. 

2.  By  the  Deacons,  yearly  ten  pounds  five  shillings.  New  Yoik 
currency.  '  j 

3.  By  the  Church  Masters,  yearly,  two  pounds  ten  shillings, 
and  of  the  moneys  handed  over  for  interments,  and  for  carrying 
to  and  fro  the  velvet  pall,  three  shillings;  the  cloth  pall,  two 
shillings  and  six  pence;  for  four  times  ringing,  with  pauses,  two  ] 
shillings  eight  pence;  for  continuous  ringing,  nine  shillings.  And  ■ 
of  what  remains  of  the  money  for  burials,  handed  over  by  yon, 
you  shall  receive  ten  per  cent. 

You  are  further  allowed  to  demand  for  yourself  from  those 
who  employ  you  for  the  purposes: 

For  making  a  grave  under  the  church,  and  for  put- 
ting things  again  in  order  — 

For  an  adult, 11  a. 

For  a  youth, 8  s. 

And  in  the  churchyard, 

For  an  adult,   . ., 4  s. 

For  a  youth, 2  s. 

all  in  l^ew  York  currency. 
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Tlie  time  of  jonr  office  and  salary  is  to  begin  on  January  1, 
1729-30.    (1780.) 

Thus  done  in  our  Ecclesiastical  Assembly  at  New  York,  Octo- 
hfs  6,  1730. 

So  I  testify,  in  the  name  of  all, 

Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  Praeses. 

I,  the  undersigned,  accept  this  Act  of  Appointment  of  wliich 

ike  original  has  been  delivered  to  me,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 

lith  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  Bev.  Consistory. 

Johannes  Montague. 
Kefw  York, 

October  12,  1730. 

Dutch  Chubch  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Jan.  25,  1729-30. 

Oonsistory  held,  after  calling  on  Qod^s  name.  The  following 
request  was  read: 

To  the  Eev.  Consistory  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Ghurch,  New  York. 

The  humble  petition  and  request  of  Johan  Pieter  Zenger: — 
Bey.  6ir8: 

It  is  doubtless  known  to  you  that  in  the  year  1727,  your  peti- 
tioner was  appointed  to  assist  Mr.  Kuch  as  organist,  imder  no 
other  conditions  to  my  advantage,  than  that  after  Mr.  Kuch's 
resignation,  I  should  be  appointed  in  his  place;  to  that  end,  I 
ihould  seek,  through  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Kuch,  to  qualify 
myself  for  the  office.  And  I  hope  that  I  have  given  no  cause 
of  complaint  in  this  matter. 

Now  since  it  is  your  pleasure  to  continue  Mr.  Kuch  still  longer 
in  the  service,  (and  against  which  I  have  nothing  to  say),  and  no 
longer  to  employ  me,  I  humbly  request  you  to  consider  my  faith- 
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f  ul  service,  and  in  some  way  assure  me  that  I  have  not  laboiied 
in  vain,  nor  idly  spent  my  time  to  my  own  injury. 

Your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

John  Peter  Zenger. 

Jan.  31,  1729-30. 

Thereupon  the  following  was  Eesolved:  Inasmuch  as  the  C!onr    1 
sistory  in  1727  promised  to  J.  P.  Zenger,  that  whenever  Mr.  Kack  -- 
should  give  up  his  place  as  Organist,  he,  J.  P.  Zenger,  should  be 
the  next  to  have  the  place,  on  such  conditions  as  the  CTonsifltoiy 
should  determine,  in  case  he  should  have  the  requisite  fitness:  and 

Inasmuch  as  that  promise,  for  certain  reasons,  was  then  made 

only  orally;  the  answer  to  the  foregoing  request  is,  that  that 

promise  shall  now  be  put  in  writing  and  committed  to  the  Church 

Book. 

G.  du  Bois,  p.  t.  Praesee.       | 

Advertisement   by   Rev.    George   Michael  Weiss,    in  thi 
Philadelphia  Mercury,  for  Scholars. 

1730,  Feb.  March. 

This  is  to  give  notice  that  the  subscriber  hereof,  being  desirous 
to  be  as  generally  useful  as  he  can,  in  this  country,  wherein  he 
is  a  stranger,  declares  his  willingness  to  teach  logic,  natural  phi- 
losophy, metaphysics,  etc.,  to  all  such  as  are  willing  to  learn.  The 
place  of  teaching  will  be  widow  Sproegel's  on  Second  street, 
where  he  will  attend,  if  he  has  encouragement,  three  times  a 

week  for  that  exercise. 

Signed,     G.  M. 

Minister  of  the  Reformed  Palatinate  Church. 

This  advertisement  was  repeated  three  times,  signed  G.  M. 
But  in  the  paper  of  March  12,  1730,  his  full  name  appears,  as 
it  does  in  four  subsequent  issues. —  Dr.  Good^s  Hist.  Reformed 
Church,  116. 
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CiASsis  of  Amstebdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Consistories  at  Poughkeepsie  and  Fishkill,  to  certain  min- 
isters at  Amsterdam^  April  13^  1730. 

(PortfoKo,  "  New  York,"  Vol.  i.) 
Power  of  Attorney 

the  Rev.  Messrs.  Hermanns  van  de  Wal,  Johannes  Hagelis^ 
Leonard  Beels  and  Tiberius  Beitsma^  to  make  a  call 
for  a  minister  for  Pakeepsie  and  the  Vischkil. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  this  healthy  and  fruitful  district 
tie  daily  multiplying  under  God's  favor;  and  especially  the  de- 
scendants of  those,  who  have  gradually,  for  some  years  past,  come 
oyer  from  Holland  and  have  chosen  this  district  as  their  dwelling 
place;  and  who  profess  to  be  members  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
CSiurch: 

Whereas,  the  churches  of  PAKEEPSIE  and  VISCHKIL  — 
situated  on  the  Eastern  side  of  the  North  River;  the  Southern 
part  consisting  of  the  Vischkil,  about  twelve  miles,  the  Northern 
part,  consisting  of  Pakeepsie,  being  about  sixteen  Dutch  miles 
from  New- York  —  having  so  greatlj;  increased  under  God's 
providence,  that  they  now  consist  of  a  considerable  number  of 
church  members  —  although  still  very  few  in  number,  especially 
at  Viskil  —  who,  each  Lord's  day,  attend  the  public  divine  ser- 
vice, which  consists  of  reading  a  sermon  on  said  Lord's  day,  and 
which  is  done,  at  least,  at  each  village;  while  some  one  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  pastors,  at  our  request,  administers  the  Holy 
Sacraments  at  certain  times  of  the  year: 

ARE  VERY  DESIROUS  to  enjoy  among  ourselves  even  as 
other  churches,  the  preaching  of  the  Grospel,  with  whatever  be- 
longs thereto,  by  a  regular  pastor  and  teacher,  that  both  the 
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old  and  young  may  be  the  better  led  to  the  knowledge  of 
religious  doctrine,  and  that  we  may  the  more  becomingljr 
brate  an  established  service,  and  thus  be  encouraged  to  a 
effort  after  true  piety,  and  to  a  sincere  faith  in  Christy 
It  is  above  all  things  absolutely  necessary  for  us,  because 
are  so  many,  who  are  like  sheep  without  a  shepherd: 

THEKEFORE,    all   the   members   of   the  congregations 
Pakeepsie  and  Vischkil  have  agreed  jointly  to  call  for  both 
gregations  a  pastor  from  Holland.     They  have  accordin^y  ntM 

MM 

thorized  us,  the  undersigned  Elders  and  Deacons  of  Pakeepos-^^ 
and  the  Vischkil,  to  forward  this  pious  enterprise.  For  ths 
purpose  we  have  received  from  each  of  the  said  members,  as  well 
as  from  other  inhabitants  belonging  here,  a  voluntary  subsciijh 
tion  for  a  certain  sum  in  order  to  raise  a  STifficient  yearly  salaiy 
for  a  Dutch  Reformed  Pastor  from  Holland,  according  to  our 
little  ability;  but  these,  under  God's  favor,  are  now  so  greatly 
increasing,  that  to  all  appearances,  we  shall  shortly  be  able  to 
make  a  considerable  increase  therein.  After  consulting  and  ad- 
vising with  several  ministers  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  ia 
this  country,  in  our  church  meeting,  after  the  invocation  of  God's 
name,  we  resolved,  to  present  to  you.  Rev.  Messrs.  van  de  Wal, 
Joh.  Hagelis,  Leonard  Beells  and  Tiberius  Reitsma,  this,  om 
letter  of  attorney,  to  call  a  Dutch  Reformed  pastor  for  o\a 
congregations: 

By  this,  our  power  of  attorney,  we  confer  upon  you,  Rev. 
Messrs.  Hermanns  van  de  Wal,  Johannes  Hagelis,  Leonard  Reels 
and  Tiberius  Reitsma,  all  requisite  authority,  right  and  power 
fully  to  take  our  place,  and  to  call,  either  unanimously,  or  by 
a  majority  of  votes,  for  the  Dutch  Reformed  congregations  of 
Pakeepsie  and  Vischkil,  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  under  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain  in  America,  an  orthodox,  competent  and 
respectable  Dutch  Reformed  lawful  pastor  and  teacher,  who 
shall  undertake  among  us  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  the  cate- 
chetical  exercises,  and  the  adim.ms>\.T«L\,\o\i  oi  \i\i"^  S^ola  of  the 
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Covenant)  according  to  the  institution  of  Christ;  and  diligentljij 

nd  wisely  to  maintain  with  the  officers  of  the  church  the  proper 

fiacipline  of  the  chnrch;  and  farther  to  do  everything  that  is 

leqnired  by,  and  appertains  to,  the  office  of  a  faithful  servant 

of  Jesus  Christ,  according  to  God's  Holy  Word  and  the  good 

Older  of  the  church  as  established  at  the  Synod  of  Dort,  1618 

and  1619,  and  the  customs  prevailing  among  the  Dutch  Beformed 

;   ehnrches  in  this  land.     And  in  particular,  to  explain  this  service 

among  us  a  little  more  definitely: 

The  minister,  who  is  to  be  called  for  our  congregations  by^  your 

I*   Beverences,  shall,  when  in  good  health, 

1.  Preach  twice  every  Simday,  discussing  the  topics  of  the 
Heidelberg  catechism  in  the  afternoon. 

2.  His  Reverence  must  preach  at  Pakeepsie  on  the  first  Sun- 
dtj,  at  ViBchkLl  on  the  next,  and  so  on  in  turns. 

N.  B.     The  two  churches  are  about  two  and  a  half  Dutch 
;   mfles  apart. 

3.  He  shall  in  the  winter  because  of  the  wide  dispersion  of 
the  dwellings  of  the  people,  from  the  first  Sunday  in  November 

}  to  the  first  Sunday  in  March,  preach  not  more  than  once  on 
each  Lord's  day;  and  thus  also,  he  shall  preach  at  Christmas,  on 
the  first  and  second  day;  on  New  Year's  day.  Ascension,  Easter 
and  Pentecost,  as  is  customary. 

4.  His  Reverence  will  also  catechize  every  week,  for  at 
least  six  months  in  the  year,  in  the  district  where  he  has  preached, 
on  Sunday,  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  deemed  best. 

5.  The  Lord's  Supper  is  to  be  administered  four  times  in  the 
year,  at  suitable  times,  to  the  congregations:  namely,  twice  at 
Pakee])sie  and  twice  at  the  Vischldl;  or  oftener,  as  the  Consis- 
tories  with  the  minister  may  think  proper. 

6.  The  Preparatory  service  is  to  be  held  at  some  time  on  the 
Thursday  before  communion;  and  the  Thanksgiving  service,  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  day  when  the  Lord's  Supper  has  been  admin- 
istered in  the  morning. 
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7.  The  house  to  house  pastoral  visitation  shall  be  peifa 
at  least  twice  a  year,  in  each  village,  at  the  time  most  convemeu 
according  to  the  resolution  of  the  Consistory. 

Will  your  Eeverences  look  out  for  a  suitable  teacher  for 
congregations?      Let  him  be  married  or  unmarried;  not  abo' 
thirty  two  years  old;  and  persuade  him  to  accept  of  this  serviea^ 
We  promise  to  his  Reverence, 

1.  The  sum  of  seventy  pounds  New  York  currency  ($175.) 
yearly,  for  the  first  five  consecutive  years;  and  from  the  sixth 
year  eighty  pounds  New  York  currency  ($200.)  annually. 

2.  This  sum  shall  be  promptly  paid  to  his  Reverence  during 
his  faithful  service  among  us,  by  the  Elders  and  Deacons,  or  their  A 
successors  in  semi-annual  installments. 

3.  The  time  of  his  salary  shall  begin  with  the  hoisting  the 
anchor  of  the  ship,  on  which  he  sails  hither  from  Amsterdam. 

4.  His  Reverence  shall  also,  with  his  family,  have  free  passage. 

5.  He  shall  reside  either  at  Pakeepsie  or  at  Yischkil,  or  in 
such  neighborhood  as  it  shall  be  found  most  convenient,  and 
pleases  him  best.  At  such  places  the  two  congregations  are  to 
build  him  a  comfortable  dwelling  as  soon  as  possible  and  to  keep 
it  in  good  repair.  ! 

6.  The  congregation,  in  which  he  selects  his  residence,  shall 
from  year  to  year  provide  him,  both  in  winter  and  summer,  with 
sufficient  fuel,  to  be  piled  up  near  his  house. 

7.  The  congregations  shall  present  him,  on  his  arrival,  a  good 
horse,  with  saddle  and  bridle;  but  subsequently,  he  must  provide 
himself  with  a  horse,  to  attend  to  his  duties  in  going  around 
among  his  people.  In  addition,  therefore,  shall  the  congregations 
give  his  Reverences  three  pounds  from  year  to  year;  and  also 
provide  him  with  three  morgues  (six  acres)  of  pasturage,  a  gar- 
den with  a  good  fence,  and  plant  an  orchard  of  one  hundred 
fruit  trees  as  soon  as  possible. 

8.  When  he  preaches  or  performs  any  other  duties  in  other 
districts,  where  he  does  not  reside,  he  shall  be  provided  with  free 
lodging,  board,  etc.,  for  the  time  being. 
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Q  thisy  We,  the  undersigned  Elders  and  Deacons  of  Pakeepsie 

Yischkill,  promise  to  his  Beverence; 

L)  Firsty  according  to  the  written  subscriptions  and  voluntary 

gations  of  the  members  of  each  of  the  congregations,  with 

other  inhabitants  among  us,  there  being  enough  of  us  to 

ca  up  the  salary  mentioned. 

2)  For  the  prompt  fulfillment  of  all  these  things,  we  engage 
.  bind  ourselves,  qualitate  qua ;  that  is  as  present  Elders  and 
icons;  and  the  same  shall  also  be  done  by  all  and  ev^ry  one, 
)  after  us,  shall  from  time  to  time  be  named  Elders  and 
icons  of  our  congregations.     This  is  to  be  done  by  signing 

call,  before  they  are  confirmed  in  their  respective  offices,  pur- 
nt  to  the  customs  usual  in  several  congregations  in  these 
ti^  and  according  to  the  resolution  of  all  who  have  ever  done 
y  among  us  as  Elders  and  Deacons. 

3)  Both  congregations  have  bound  themselves  by  their  sig- 
nres,  never  to  dissolve  the  union  between  Pakeepsie  and  Visch- 

except  in  a  regular  ecclesiastical  manner,  in  the  presence  of 
east  two  ministers  of  the  Eev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  or  of 
le  ministers  called  here  from  Amsterdam  and  who  are  in  cor- 
>ondence  with  the  Eev.  Classis,  and  who  have  been  selected 
•eto  by  consent  of  both  congregations,  and  with  the  approval 
:he  Eev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

i'his,  then,  is  our  earnest  desire,  and  gives  you  full  authority 
;all,  according  to  the  above  conditions,  a  competent  and  suit- 
\  pastor  for  our  congregations.  We  pray  the  great  Shepherd 
.he  sheep,  our  great  God  and  Savior,  who  through  his  spirit, 
liers  his  flock  by  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel,  in  every  place 
from  among  all  people,  that  it  may  please  him  to  bless 
§e  conditions  of  our  call;  and  we  humbly  request  that  your 
rerences,  considering  the  great  necessities  of  our  congrega- 
iSf  will  take  the  trouble  to  seek  out  an  able  man  for  our  con- 
ations; and  when  he  is  found,  to  persuade  him  to  accept 

.  ministry^  and  to  come  over  to  us  by  the  first  opportunity; 
86 
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for  he  should  recognize  the  fact  that  a  zealous  servant  of  3i 
Christ  may  gather  here  a  good  harvest  for  Jehovah,  and  also 
an  instrument  for  the  spreading  of  his  kingdom  and  the  gloi 
tion  of  His  Name. 

We  give  the  assurance  that  we  shall  esteem,  love  and  h< 
his  Beverence  who  shall  come  over  as  our  teacher,  in  such  a 
ner  as  is  due  to  a  sincere  pastor.     We  shall  longingly  await 
arrival,  and  pray  God,  to  make  his  voyage  safe.     We  shall 
ways  gratefully  acknowledge  your  good  services,  and  pray 
to  crown  you  with  his  favor  and  bless  your  persons,  your  sei 
and  your  families,  to  the  glorification  of  his  holjr  Name  and 
winning  and  saving  of  many  souls.     Amen. 

Pakeepsie. 

The  Deacons.  The  Elders. 

Louwerens  van  Cleef  (Kleeck)  Pieter  Parmentier 

The  mark  MB  of  Johannes  van  Kleck 
Myndert  van  den  Boogaart 


Viskil. 


Abraham  Brinkerhoff 
The  mark  Bb'  of 
Hendrik  Phillips 


Pieter  du  Booys 
Aberham  Buys 


I,  the  undersigned,  requested  thereto  as  correspondent,  ce^ 
tify,  that  these  signatures  were  mad©  after  calling  upon  God's 
name  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Meeting  of  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of 
the  united  congregations  at  Pakeepsie  and  Viskil,  the  13th  of 
April  1730. 

V.  Antonides, 

Minister  at  Midwout,  etc., 
on  Long  Island. 

(See  another  translation  in  History  of  First  Reformed  Church 
of  Poughkeepsie,  1893,  pages  35-40.  Rev.  Cornelius  Van  Schie 
came  over  on  this  call,  1731.) 
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Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Correspondence  from  America. 

Consistory  of  Ponghkeepsie  and  FisUdll,  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  April  17,  1730. 

(PortfoUo,  "  New  YorV'  Vol.  i.) 

(Answered  Dec.  5,  1730.) 

High  and  Eeverend  Assembly  — 
The  Classis  of  Amsterdam: 

Very  Reverend,    Pious,    and    Highly-Learned   Gentlemen    and 
Fathers  in  Jesus  Christ: —  <j 

We,  the  undersigned,  elders  and  deacons  of  the  Dutch  churches 
of  Poughkeepsie  and  the  Fish  Kill,  in  the  name  of  all  the  members 
of  the  said  churches,  have  conferred  power  to  call  a  minister  in 
their  behalf,  upon  four  ministers  who  are  members  of  your  High 
Beverend  Body.  This  authority,  we  understand,  will  be  shown 
to  your  High  Rev.  Assembly,  for  the  approbation  of  the  call 
which  may  be  made. 

Up  to  this  time,  these  churches  have  never  had  a  regular  min- 
ister. Hence  they  are  as  yet  imknown  to  the  High  Eev.  Classis. 
For  this  reason  we  have  thought  it  advisable  to  present  ourselves 
respectfully  before  the  Classis  by  a  special  letter,  and  to  give  a 
necessary  account  of  certain  matters. 

We  are  situated  in  a  pleasant  region  of  the  Province  of  New 
York.  This  is  referred  to  in  our  letter  giving  power  of  attorney 
to  certain  ones;  hence  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  repeat  it.  Also 
now,  our  churches,  for  the  first,  are  growing  to  such  an  extent, 
that  it  is  more  than  probable  that  in  a  few  years,  under  God's 
blessing,  we  shall  be  greatly  increased;  for  there  is  still  here 
much  uncultivated  land,  although  very  fit  for  cultivation. 

But  that  which  we  have  to  lay  before  the  Classis,  by  these 
presents,  after  taking  proper  counsel,  is  the  resolution,  unani- 


&780 


T 


2504  EccLBsiASTiGAL  Recobds 

mously  adopted  hj  our  two  congregations  for  union.     WithoK'^ 
such  union,  neither  one  of  them  by  itself  would  have  been  J^y- 
for  a  long  time,  if  they  would  ever  have  dared  to  attempt 
maintain  a  minister.     And  we  wished  also  to  assure  the 
Assembly  that  our  churches  have  chosen  the  Classis  of 
dam,  to  refer  themselves  to  them,  in  all  necessary  eocl 
business,  whether  regular  or  occasional,  as  circumstances  requi 

In  the  "  authorization "  itself,  it  is  expressly  declared, 
the  combination  of  the  two  congregations,  upon  the  conditi 
mentioned  therein,  was  adopted  in  this  form,  that  the  union  shiU-T^ 
never  be  broken  except  in  an  ecclesiastical  manner,  and  in  ih^  - 
presence  of  at  least  two  or  more  ministers  who  are  in  corre^on^ 
ence  with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  who  reside  in  Urn 
Province.  These  also  must  have  been  called  hither  by  the  buA. 
Classis,  or  by  some  ministers  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  choeeii 
thereto  by  these  two  churches;  and  that,  again,  not  otherwias 
than  with  the  approval  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

We  deemed  it  necessary  to  declare  this  in  a  separate  letter 
over  our  own  signatures  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  that  our 
declaration  might  always  be  preserved  there;  and  also  that  this 
declaration  might  oblige  us,  and  our  successors  after  us,  to  per- 
severe faithfully  in  the  union  which  we  had  made;  as  well  aa 
the  better  to  assure  the  ministers  coming  from  Holland,  that  the 
promises  of  the  churches  would  be  inviolably  kept.  This  will 
be  further  seen  by  this  our  letter,  in  which  we  express  our  utter 
displeasure  with  all  imfaithfulness  in  such  matters.  And  we 
have  also  been  well  instructed,  that  in  accordance  with  the  nature 
of  the  Christian  Church,  there  ought  to  be  no  independency,  but 
that  all  should  recognize  subordination  (to  proper  authorities). 
We  believe  this  to  be  highly  necessary. 

To  this  end  therefore,  let  this  our  letter  serve,  namely:  to  an 
honorable  declaration,  that  it  is  our  sincere  purpose,  in  respect 
to  all  ecclesiastical  matter  or  circumstances  which  may  arise,  to 
address,  or  to  refer  ourselves  to  no  other  Classis  of  the  Dutch 
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tformed  Chnioli  in  Holland,  than  to  your  High  Beverend 
■embljy  with  the  proper  request  for  your  aid  and  counseL 
ad  we  promise  to  do  whatever  you,  in  your  wisdom  and  deep 
mf^  may  deem  best  in  all  ecclesiastical  business. 
Meanwhile,  the  High  Bev.  Assembly  need  have  no  doubts  but 
bt  the  salary  of  the  minister  called  will  be  paid  him  promptly 
bm  time  to  time;  for  the  members  of  each  congregation,  in  ad- 
bion  to  other  residents  among  us,  have  pledged  themselves  in 
mting  to  this  effect. 

The  two  congregations  it  thus  appears,  are  greatly  longing  for 
I  minister,  that  they  may  be  increasingly  built  up  by  him  in  the 
Dgltt  knowledge  of  the  pure  doctrine  of  truth  which  is  according 
lo  salvation;  and  in  the  most  holy  faith,  under  the  operation  of 
God's  Spirit,  to  their  comfort  and  salvation. 

We  conclude  by  commending  your  much  esteemed  persons  to 
God  and  His  grace.  We  cordially  wish  all  prosperity  and  bless- 
ing upon  your  ministry,  from  God  in  Christ,  to  the  best  interests 
«f  Ghni's  Church;  while  we  subscribe  ourselves  with  dutiful 
Pespect, 

High  Reverend  Assembly, 

Your  servants  in  Jesus  Christ, 
The  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churches 
of  Poughkeepsie  and  the  Fish  Kill. 

The  Elders. 

, ,         .      (  Peter  Parmentier  ,,.  , ,  .„    (  Peter  du  Booys 
3Ughkeepsie.  1  t  i.  tth    i      Eishkill.  ^.1.1-       t» 

^^        '^        (  John  van  BJeek.  i  Abraham  Buys 
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The  Deacons. 


{Lawrence  van  Kleek 
the  mark  MB  of 
Myndert  van  den  Bogaart. 

Abraham  Brinckerhof 
Fishkill.  <    the  mark  HF  of 
Henry  Philips. 
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ly  the  TindenBigned,  declare,  that  I  was  invited  as  correqpoiu 

to  be  present;  and  that  the  above  signatures  were  attached, 

the  calling  upon  God's  name,  in  the  church-meeting  of  the  Eldenj 

and  Deacons  of  the  combined  churches  of  Poughkeepeie 

Fishkill,  April  13,  1730. 

Y.  Antonides^ 

Minister  of  the  church  of  Midwout,  etc.,  on  Long  Island. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Consistory  of  Freehold  and  Middletown,  N.  J.  to  certain 
individuals  in  Amsterdam  to  secure  them  a  minister,  April, 
1730. 

Addressed: 

Letter  to  Messrs.  Van  de  Wall,  Vos,  Beels  and  Bysma,  authom* 

ing  them  to  make  out  a  call. 

(Portfolio,  N.  Y.  Vol.  i.) 

Authorization  to  settle  on  and  call  a  minister  for  the  Dutch 
Kef  ormed  Church  of  Freehold  and  Middletown,  on  the  Navesink, 
in  Ifew  Jersey;  sent  to  the  Revs.  Hermanns  Van  de  Wall,  Heary 
Vos,  L.  Beels,  and  Tiberius  Bysma,  (Bytsma) : 

Beverend  and  Much  Esteemed  Sirs: — 

For  more  than  thirty  years  now,  (1700^1731)  divers  families 
have  come,  from  time  to  time,  from  New  York  to  take  up  their 
abode  in  tliis  adjoining  province  of  New  Jersey.  Many  have 
also  come  from  Long  Island  to  the  Navesinks.  They  themselves, 
or  their  parents,  were  members  of  the  Dutch  Beformed  Church, 
and  at  first  they  were  ministered  to  by  the  preachers  of  Long 
Island,  who,  by  turns,  at  certain  fixed  times  of  the  year,  came 
over  for  this  purpose.  But  it  was  too  difficult  for  them  to  con- 
tinue to  do  this,  and  also  not  without  peril,  on  account  of  the 
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Bay  they  had  to  cross,  and  the  considerable  distance.     For 
made  the  journey  in  a  small  vessel  and  under  fierce  winds. 

^Bat  about  twenty  years  ago,  (1709)  while  this  community  was 
small  and  unable  to  support  a  minister  from  Holland,  an 
^rtunity  occurred  so  that  we  could  be  served  by  a  regular 
w.     There  was  then  here  a  well  known  English  preacher, 

Foieph  Morgan  by  name,  and  of  orthodox  faith.  He  was  also 
rhat  acquainted  with  the  Dutch  language,  and  was  willing 

[lo  hold  services,  partly  for  the  Scotch  in  English,  and  partly;  for 

IB  in  Dutch,  doing  as  well  as  he  could. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  the  ministers  of  Long  Island. 
They  approved  of  the  plan,  and  recognized  Rev.  Morgan  as  ortho- 
dox and  of  an  edifying  deportment.  He  was,  therefore,  installed 
\fj  Kev.  Freeman  as  our  regular  pastor  and  teacher,  and,  as  was 
said,  it  is  now  about  (more  than?)  twenty  years  that  we  have 
ttijoyed  the  services  of  Kev.  Joseph  Morgan  at  Freehold  and 
Kiddletown*  He  has  faithfully  and  diligently  persevered  in 
bis  duties,  according  to  his  ability,  and  to  our  edification. 

Meantime,  (1709-1731)  the  Scotch  congregation  here  greatly 
increased.     It  therefore  urged  the  Rev.  Morgan  henceforth  to 
let  them  enjoy  at  least  half  of  his  services,  for  they  had  not  had 
more  than  one  fourth  before.     They  urged  this  so  strongly  that 
Bev.  Morgan  at  length,  of  his  own  accord,  (so  far  as  we  were 
concerned)  made  an  amicable  and  urgent  request  that  we  the 
undersigned  elders  and  deacons  of  Freehold  and  Middletown, 
would  release  him  from  his  services  among  us.     He  argued  that 
the  Scotch  people  desired,  if  not  the  whole,  at  least  the  half 
of  bis  services,  and  he  wished,  therefore,  to  resign  those  (which 
he  had  given  us,)  inasmuch  as  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish  one 
or  the  other  congregation.     Upon  due  consideration  of  the  mat- 
ter,  he   had  resolved  to  give   himself  entirely   to  the  Scotch 
Church,  if  he  could  obtain  a  proper  release  from  the  Dutch,  in- 
asmuch as  he  preaches-  with  more  satisfaction  in  the  English 
language  than  in  the  Dutch. 
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We  could  not  consent  to  tiiis  until  we  had  aaoertained 
opinion  of  our  people.     We  therefore  spoke  about  it  to  all 
members,  and  learned  their  unanimous  readiness  to  write  to 
land  for  a  Dutch  minister.     We  accordingly  released  from 
office  our  esteemed  and  greatly  beloved  pastor.  Rev.  Moi 
since  there  was  nothing  else  to  do,  although  we  did  it  reh 
We  did  this  also,  because  the  youth  and  the  uninstracted 
to  be  taught  the  Catechism  in  Dutch;  but  this  could  not 
expected  to  go  on  very  smoothly  with  Rev.  Morgan,  who 
not  a  perfect  mastery  of  the  Dutch.     Mr.  Morgan  also  expi 
the  opinion  that  it  would  tend  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
among  us,  if  the  Dutch  Church  should  have  a  Dutch  Tn™«fcfT|j 
and  if  he  (Morgan)  should  preach  in  English  only.     He  has  ahtj 
given  us  a  declaration  in  writing  that  he  fully  relinquishes  Uil 
services  among  us  and  voluntarily  resigns  his  office,  for  the  nt 
sons  mentioned,  as  regular  pastor  and  teacher  of  the  JhsUk 
Church  of  Freehold  and  Middletown;  although  as  our  noxiiiiid 
pastor,  he  will  still  occasionally  hold  services  among  us,  and  adr 
minister  the  sacraments,  imtil  a  minister  shall  arrive  from  Hol- 
land, inasmuch  as  he  will,  imtil  then  occupy  the  nearest  relation 
to  us. 

Inasmuch  then,  as  our  congregation  desires,  under  God's  Pro^ 
dence,  the  happiness  of  having,  as  soon  as  possible,  like  the  other 
Dutch  Churches  in  this  country,  a  Dutch  minister  from  Holland, 
able,  orthodox  and  pious,  that  they  may  enjoy  the  ministrationB 
of  the  Gospel;  and 

Inasmuch  as  we,  the  undersigned  elders  and  deacons  are  au- 
thorized thereto  by  the  whole  congregation;  for  we  have  obtained 
the  necessary  signature  of  every  member  for  this  purpose,  and 
have  also  the  full  consent  and  approval  of  Rev.  Morgan,  as 
appears  from  his  subjoined  signature  hereto;  and  also  vnth  the 
advice  and  counsel  of  persons  of  intelligence,  and  in  the  presence 
of  Rev.  G.  Du  Bois;  and,  finally,  after  calling  upon  the  name  of 
God,  we  adopted  fully  this  our  resolution: 
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To  forward  these,  our  letters  of  authorization  and  determina- 
jfam  of  a  call  to  your  Reverences,  and  to  convey  to  you  every 
Inquired  power,  right  and  authority,  which  belong  to  us  as  the 
Donsistory  of  the  Dutch  Church  of  Freehold  and  Middletown; 
ib  order  that,  unanimously,  if  possible,  or  at  least  by  a  majority, 
ffoa  may  make  out  a  full  call  for  us,  as  occupying  our  place: 

'  Evoi  as  we  do,  by  these  presents,  perfectly  convey  to  you 
1i&  the  requisite  power,  right  and  authority  aforesaid,  to  call  a 
'orptble  person,  not  over  thirty  five  years  of  age,  whether  married 
ror  unmarried,  orthodox  according  to  the  teachings  of  our  Be- 
sfmned  Church,  being  learned  and  of  good  deportment  in  life, 
tfid  prudent  in  his  intercourse: 

To  occupy  among  us  the  office  of  the  ministry,  having  these 
leqnired  qualifications, —  as  the  regular  pastor  and  teacher  in  the 
Botch  Beformed  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  at  Freehold  and  ]Mld- 
<Detown,  on  the  Navesinks,  in  the  Province  of  New  Jersey,  situ- 
tted  in  America  and  bordering  on  New  York; — and  as  such  to 
conduct  preaching  services  and  catechization,  to  administer  the 
sacraments,  and  wisely  to  exercise  church  discipline  in  connection 
irith  the  other  overseers  of  the  congregation;  and  furthermore, 
to  do  everything  that  belongs  to  a  faithful  and  diligent  perform- 
ance of  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  Dutch  Eeformed  Church,  and  the  Synod  of  Dort,  1618-19. 

Our  particular  demands  are  as  follows: 

!•  The  said  minister  must  hold  his  preaching  services  in  two 
iifferent  places,  namely,  at  Freehold  and  Middletown,  being  dis- 
tant from  each  other  about  an  hour  and  a  half's  journey,  preach- 
ing on  one  preaching  day  in  the  one,  and  on  the  next  preaching 
lay  in  the  other,  although  the  two  constitute  only  one  congre- 
^tion,  being  usually  called  the  Church  on  the  Navesinks,  and 
laving  also  only  one  Consistory. 

2.  From  the  beginning  of  November  to  the  end  of  February, 
le  need  not  hold  more  than  one  service  on  a  preaching  day,  \>ut 
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during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  twice  every  Lord's  Day; 

also  on  New  Year's  Day,  Ascension  Day,  and  Penteoost,  as 

generally  the  custom  here;  but  on  Christmas,  but  onoe,  on 

first  day,  as  also  on  the  second  (day  of  Christmas). 

3.  In  that  part  of  the  congregation  where  he  preaches 
Sunday,  he  shall  hold  catechetical  classes  during  the  week,  i 
the  weather  permits,  at  such  time  and  place  as  best  suits  die 
community. 

4.  Once  every  three  months  the  Lord's  Supper  shall  be  cele*  > 
brated,  one  quarter  in  the  one  Church,  and  the  next  quarter  ia  i 
the  other  Church.     The  preparatory  sermon  shall  always  be  de*  ;; 
livered  on  the  Thursday  before  the  Supper;  but  house  to  house 
visitation  shall  only  take  place  twice  a  year. 

Li  order  now  to  search  for  such  a  pastor  —  a  person  not  over 
thirty  five  years  of  age,  either  married  or  unmarried,  We  the 
Undersigned,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Church  on  the  Nave- 
sinks,  do  promise  the  one  called  by  you,  so  long  as  he  shall  pe^ 
form  the  above  mentioned  ministrations  in  a  maimer  becoming 
a  minister  of  Christ: 

1.  For  his  sole  use  an  entire  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  being 
as  good,  arable  land  as  any  in  Freehold.     In  this  a  family  can 
properly  subsist.     For  such  a  farm,  Kev.  Morgan  made  on  an 
average,  at  least  thirty  pounds  in  money,  besides  his  own  bread 
wheat.     If  the  minister  should,  at  first,  be  unacquainted  with 
farming,  and  not  have  hands  for  that  purpose,  he  can  rent  the 
farm,  at  first,  drawing  one  third  therefrom;  or  else  could  rent 
it  out  fully  for  at  least  fifteen  pounds.     Nevertheless,  by  the 
aid  and  instruction  of  the  well  disposed  —  of  whom,  we  believe, 
there  will  be  no  lack  —  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  in  a 
few  years  he  could  manage  the  farm  himself. 

2.  But  we  promise  him  therewith,  an  annual  salary  of  seventy 
pounds  good  current  money  of  this  Province,  (one  hundred  and 
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mty  five  dollars),  of  which  sum  shall  be  paid  each  half  year, 
just  half  —  and  this  shall  be  done  every  year. 

3.  We  also  promise  him  a  good  and  suitable  parsonage  on  said 

which  is  located  in  Freehold,  about  half  a  quarter  of  an 

distance  from  the  Church  there,  which  is  about  the  centre 

the  congr^ation.    The  people  are  scattered  over  an  area  of 

[li»nt  five  quarter  hours  travel  in  width,  and  fully  three  (Dutch) 

idles  (twelve  English  miles)  in  length.    The  people  will  repair 

4e  Parsonage  in  which  Bev.  Morgan  lived,  to  the  new  minister's 

Btisfactiony  as  soon  as  he  arrives  among  us,  and  will  keep  it  in 

good  repair  thereafter.    The  parsonage  is  distant  from  the  water, 

(Shrewsbury  Inlet)  about  five  quarter  hours  travel.     It  is  our 

iJet  that  within  a  few  years  the  church  will  be  moved  close  to 

the  parsonage. 

ilnally:    We  promise  to  provide  him,  on  his  arrival,  with  a 
good  riding  horse. 

Memorandum. 

In  order  further  to  explain  the  promised  salary  referred  to 

herein,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  add  that  the  minister  is  given  his 

choice  as  follows:     If  instead  of  the  farm  and  seventy  pounds, 

he  prefers  eighty  pounds  and  free  firewood,  to  be  delivered  at 

his  house  —  (he  may  have  it  so).    But  if  he  should  choose  this, 

which  we  do  not  expect  he  will, —  he  must  then  know  that  the 

parsonage  will  have  to  be  in  another  place.    But  his  choice  will 

be  given  him  after  his  arrival,  as  only  then  will  he  be  able  to 

make  such  a  choice. 

All  this  we  promise  in  this  form,  namely: 

1.  That  we,  and  all  the  individual  members  of  the  Church 
have  each  one  for  himself,  (lit.  each  head  for  head)  promised, 
Toluntarily,  a  certain  sum,  by  subscription,  which  is  to  be  given 
by  them,  from  time  to  time,  for  payment,  to  the  minister.    These 
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suinS;  together^  properly  make  up  the  promised  salary  of 
minister. 

2.  That  we  agree,  with  all  sincerity,  and  with  all  pn^r 
gence,  always  to  gather  this  promised  smn  against  the  a] 
time,  or  will  see  that  it  is  collected  at  our  order;  and  that  th^^ 
promised  salary  shall  be  paid  to  the  minister,  promptly. 

3.  That  we,  the  undersigned,  pledge  ourselves  to  comply  wAx 
these  two    just  mentioned    articles,  by  our  signatures  hereto, 
quaUtate  qua,  (officially),  as  the  present  Elders  and  Deaconft; 
even  as  this  shall  also  be  done  by  all,  and  severally,  of  those 
who  shall  be  elected,  from  time  to  time,  after  us,  as  Elders  and 
Deacons  of  our  Church;  and,  that  before  their  installation  in 
their  respective  offices,  namely:  by  also  signing  this  instrument 
of  calL    This  is  to  be  done,  according  to  the  unanimous  resolu- 
tion of  our  Great  Consistory. 

In  the  meantime,  we  assure  our  minister  that  we  will  bold 
him  in  such  love,  honor  and  esteem,  as  is  due  a  sincere  minister 
of  the  Holy  GospeL 

And  as  we  do  not  doubt  but  that  you  will  encounter  some 
capable  person,  and  persuade  him  to  undertake  this  call,  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  on  these  conditions  and  promises;  and  to  come 
over  to  us,  to  minister  to  our  people,  among  whom  may  be  won 
a  rich  harvest  for  Jehovah  by  a  diligent  worker;  so  do  we  also 
hope  that  after  he  shall  have  accepted  of  our  call,  he  will,  with- 
out delay,  do  everything  in  his  power  to  start  out  on  his  journey 
as  quickly  as  possible,  and  on  the  first  suitable  opportunity;  and 
our  prayers  shall  ascend  to  God  that  he  will  preserve  him  from 
all  dangers  and  make  his  journey  prosperous. 

For  thus  do  we  pray  to  the  Great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep: — 
that  it  may  please  him,  according  to  the  abundance  of  his  good- 
ness, to  follow  up  this  call,  executed  in  his  fear,  with  his  Divine 
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linsmg;  tbat  it  may  tend  to  the  magnifying  of  his  Most  Holy 
pime;  to  the  npbtiilding  of  his  Church;  and  the  winning  and 
|Khra;tion  of  many  sonls. 

L   Thns  done  at  New  York  to-day. 

Eldegra.  Deacons. 

Jdm  Kouwenhoven^  Dirk  Borkloo, 

OomeliuB  Wykhof,  Henry  Hess^ 

Gerrit  Schenck^  his 

Elbert  Willraise,  John  [E  V  M]  Van  Meteren, 

mark 
William  Couwenhoven. 

Tins  Authorization  and  Determination,  (statement  of  terms!) 

cf  a  Call,  took  place  with  my  full  consent  and  approval,  and  of  my 

Cfwn  motion,  for  reasons  mentioned  therein.    I  have  fully  given  up 

IDJ  office  and  have  both  verbally  and  in  writing  resigned  my 

office,  as  the  regular  pastor  and  teacher  of  the  Dutch  Church  of 

freehold  and  Middletown.    To  this  I  attest 

Joseph  Morgan. 

I  testify  that  all  this  took  place  in  my  presence,  at  the  request 

of  the  Bev.  (Joseph)  Morgan,   as  well  as  of  the  Elders  and 

Deacons  of  Navesinks. 

G.  Du  Bois. 

A  note  on  the  back  of  this  letter  says  —  (Rev.  Ger.  Haegoort, 
uuimined  in  the  Classis,  April,  1731.) 
Haegoort  accepted  this  calL 

Synod  of  North  Holland. 

1730,  July  25  —  Aug. 
Article  2. 

Philadelphia. 

As  to  help  for  this  church  the  Corresponding  delegates  of 
llie  Synod  of)  Gelderland  reported,  that  for  certain  reasons  it 
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had  been  refused  by  them.  (The  Synod  of)  South  Holland  had 
contributed  florins  79.  The  delegates  read  a  letter  which  they 
had  received  simply  setting  forth  the  necessity  of  hel^nng  this 
church,  urging  the  matter  with  strong  reasons,  and  presenting, 
in  an  agreeable  manner,  the  benefits  of  liberally  contributing 
thereto.  There  are  in  that  locality  already  16000  old  Palatinate 
Eeformed  confessors,  and  600  persons  more  had  recently  sailed 
by  way  of  Kotterdam  on  their  voyage  thither.  Hence  our  dele- 
gates heartily  recommended  that  church  to  the  Classes;  and  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  declared,  that  hereafter,  it  neither  would 
nor  should  hold  itself  aloof.  (The  Classis  of)  Hoom  had  con- 
tributed florins  10;  Enkhuysen  florins  20  for  itself,  and  florins 
20  from  the  deacons,  and  promising  florins  40  more  from  the 
deacons.  (The  Classis  of)  Alkmaar,  florins  200,  while  (the  Classis 
of)  Haarlem  100.— Vol.  60,  p.  8. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Philadelphia  in  Pennsylvania. 

1730,  July  17th.  Classis  has  already  done  its  part,  and  fur- 
ther promises  all  possible  aid.  As  regards  the  subsidium,  the 
Classis  has  not  yet  been  solicited  therefor  by  this  church,  and 
therefore  leaves  it  to  the  Committee  to  act  therein  pro  re  nata. 
xL  15. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  Beum  (Boehm)  in  Pennsylvania. 

1730,  Sept.  4th.  Eev.  George  Michael  Wys  (Weiss),  mmister 
at  Philadelphia  in  Pennsylvania,  with  an  elder  from  Schiebach, 
were  presented.  They  made  known  that  the  church  of  Schiebach, 
from  which  was  also  received  a  letter  signed  by  several  indi- 
viduals, is  much  disturbed  and  in  great  confusion.  That  church 
refuses  to  acknowledge  as  a  lawful  minister,  Rev.  Beum  (Boehm), 
ordained  by  order  of  this  Classis  by  the  ministers  of  New  York. 
See  Acta,  January  11,  1729.     He  (Weiss)  requested  that  the 
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daasis  would  make  some  provision  in  reference  to  this  matter,  so 

« 

tint  that  church  may  be  restored  to  quietness.  Whereupon  the 
Ber.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  were  requested  to  examine  this  case 
etrefully,  and  to  furnish  the  Assembly  with  their  pre-advice. 
Farthermorey  his  Reverence  requested  a  donation  for  the  building 
of  a  church  in  Philadelphia,  in  Pennsylvania.  This  church  is 
tooordingly  recommended  to  the  benevolence  of  all  the  churches 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Classis.     xi.  25. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Eev.  Beum  (Boehm)  in  Pennsylvania. 

1730,  Oct.  2nd.  The  pre-advice  of  Kev.  Deputati  ad  res  Ex- 
teras regarding  Rev.  Boehm  in  Pennsylvania  was  adopted  and 
made  into  a  resolution  of  Classis,  and  the  Clerk  was  directed  to 
give  a  copy  thereof  to  Rev.  Weys  (Weiss)  at  his  own  charges, 
(dechargie.)     It  is  of  the  following  contents: 

Rev.  Boehm  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  lawful  minister  in 
Pennsylvania. 

1.  Because  he  is  recognized  as  such  according  to  resolution  of 
this  Classis. 

2.  He  has  been  qualified  and  installed  by  the  ministers  of  New 
York,  who  were  authorized  thereto  by  this  Classis. 

3.  Because  he  was  installed  with  the  consent  of  the  delegates 
from  the  three  churches,  in  the  presence  of  Rev.  Weys  (Weiss). 

4.  By  reason  of  the  agreement  that  exists  between  Rev.  Weys 
and  Rev.  Boehm,  whereby  a  particular  congregation  was  assigned 
separately  to  each.  If  the  entire  work  is  not  to  fall  into  dis- 
order, this  must  serve  as  a  rule  of  action. 

5.  Over  against  the  letter  from  many  individuals  of  the  church 
of  Schibach,  protesting  against  this  (ordination  of  Boehm)  is 
placed  the  letter  from  the  consistories  of  the  three  churches; 
and  especially  the  letter  from  the  ministers  of  New  York,  in 
which  an  accurate  report  is  given  of  the  entire  transaction. 
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The  Assembly  has  moreover  resolved  that  a  letter  shall  be 
sent  on  its  behalf  to  the  church  of  Schibach,  to  pacify  it  and 
to  admonish  it,  that  it  must  by  all  means  recognize  Rev.  Boehm 
as  its  lawful  minister,     sd.  27,  28. 

New  Netherland. 

Further,  the  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Extents  made  report  regard- 
ing the  dispute  iq  New  Netherland  between  Rev.  Frielinghujsen 
and  certain  others.  The  Assembly  requested  them  carefully  to 
hiveetigate  this  whole  case,  and  to  lay  it  clearly  before  this  As- 
sembly,    xi.  28. 

Dutch  Chusch  of  New  Yobk. 

New  York,  Oct.  6,  1730. 

In  Consistory:  After  calKng  on  God's  name,  the  desires  of 
some  in  the  Congregation  were  mentioned: 

1.  That  family  pews,  for  men  and  women  together,  should 
be  sold  in  perpetuity;  provided  that  a  yearly  quit-rent  should  be 
paid  to  the  church  for  every  seat;  that  the  seats  should  descend 
only  in  the  direct  male  or  female  line;  that  if  the  succession  ex- 
pired, the  pew  should  revert  to  the  church;  and  that  this  should 
apply  to  the  two  blocks  (or  pews)  in  front  of  the  pulpit. 

2.  Or;  Family  pews,  for  men  and  women  together,  should  be 
sold  for  a  life  time;  and  in  case  of  death  be  sold  again  by  the 
church,  to  another  person. 

3.  Or;  Each  one  shall  sit  separately,  and  yet  buy  a  place  for 
life.  The  second  and  third  articles  to  be  according  to  the  Old 
Church  Orders  concerning  the  sittings. 

4.  Provided  that  every  one  buying,  shall  continue  bound  to 
pay  for  the  minister,  or  else  forfeit  his  pew  or  seat  to  the  church, 
within  a  year  and  six  weeks. 

Resolved,  to  meet  again  on  this  matter  at  the  first  opportunity. 
—  lib.  B.  93. 
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Dutch  Chueoh'of  New  Yobk. 

New  York,  Oct.  8,  1730. 

In  Consistory:    After  calling  on  the  Lord's  name,  the  forego- 
ing business  (Oct.   6)  was  taken  into  consideration.      It  was 
thought  that  to  sell  family  seats  for  men  and  women  together,  in 
perpetuity,  would  yield  agreeable  profits  to  the  church.     There- 
fore these  conditions  were  imposed. 

1.  The  seats  shall  descend  only  in  the  direct  line,  male  and 
female,  and  the  line  dying  out,  they  shall  revert  to  the  church. 
In  ease  payment  for  the  preaching  is  refused  for  one  year  and  six 
weeb,  or  the  occupant  moves  out  of  the  city,  the  church  shall 
lui?e  the  right  to  hire  it  out  again,  until  they  return;  yet  the 
widow  of  a  purchaser  shall  during  her  widowhood,  retain  her 
place  in  the  pew. 

S.  No  pew  shall  be  made  larger,  higher  or  smaller  than  it  now 
is;  yet  on  the  inside  some  change  is  allowed  for  convenience,  the 
owners  bearing  the  expense;  provided  that  the  whole  change  is 
made  by  the  Church  Masters,  or  with  their  consent. 

3.  The  family  pews  thus  sold  forever,  shall  be  put  up  at  these 
prices,  and  not  less,  if  possible.  The  best  appraised  at  forty 
shillings,  on  either  side  of  the  pulpit,  each  seat  being  appraised 
at  £27.  Those  set  up  at  thirty-six  shillings,  being  appraised  at 
£25 ;  and  those  at  thirty-four  shillings  being  appraised  at  £22. 

A  yearly  quit-rent  shall  be  paid  to  the  church  for  a  whole  pew 
of  four  (seats),  or  each  seat  at  six  shillings,  New  York  money. 
For  all  the  rest,  thus  sold  forever,  the  yearly  quit-rent  shall  be 
five  shillings,  New  York  currency. 

4., The  family  seats,  for  men  and  women  together,  which  are 
sold  for  life,  are  subject  to  the  conditions  of  the  Old  Church,  and 
are  thus  to  be  set  up  for  sale,  according  to  the  appraisement — 
Lib.  B.  95. 
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Dutch  Ohueoh  of  New  Yoek. 

New  Yoek,  Oct.  12,  1730. 

In  Consistory:  After  calling  on  the  Lord's  name,  the  forego- 
ing (pew  business)  was  taken  into  farther  consideration.  In  case 
of  the  diflSculty  that  two  or  more  persons  wanted  to  buy  the  same 
pew,  one  in  perpetuity,  and  the  other  for  his  life  time,  it  wm 
thought  best  that  the  latter  should  have  it.  Still,  if  he  who  hu 
bought  it  for  life,  desires  to  have  it  in  perpetuity,  then  he  shall 
pay  one  hundred  per  cent  more  than  he  has  already  paid. 

Resolved:  That  inasmuch  as  the  Deacons  will  have  more  woit, 
in  consequence  of  the  new  church  (two  churches),  their  number 
shall  be  increased  at  the  next  election  to  eight  in  all,  by  electmg 
six  in  addition  to  the  two  who  remain  in  oflSce.  And  the  nmn- 
ber  of  Elders  shaU  be  increased  by  six,  by  electing  four,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  two  who  remain  in  office. 

Hereafter,  an  equal  number  of  Elders  and  Deacons  shall  be 
chosen  each  year.  Of  the  six  Deacons  now  to  be  chosen,  the  two 
who  are  oldest  in  service,  shall  serve  only  one  year,  and  go  out, 
with  the  two  still  remaining  in  office.  And  so  of  the  four  Elders 
now  to  be  chosen,  the  oldest  one  in  service,  shall  serve  only  one 
year,  and  go  out,  with  the  two  Elders  still  remaining  in  office. 

John  van  Aamheim  is  appointed  clerk  and  forcsinger  in  the 
New  Church;  and  Arent  van  Hoek  shall  be  requested  to  be  door- 
keeper and  bell-ringer  therein. 

It  was  represented  that  the  funds  from  the  congregation  are 
very  scanty,  and  always  fall  short  of  sufficiency  to  pay  the  minis- 
ters. Nevertheless,  the  ministers  preach  twice,  regularly,  on 
Sundays  in  each  church;  and  it  seems  reasonable  that  an  increase 
of  service  should  bring  an  increase  of  salary.  When  it  was  pro- 
posed to  abolish  the  Wednesday  preaching,  the  ministers  proposed 
to  continue  it  still  this  winter.  This  toil  of  theirs  deserves  more 
compensation  than  formerly. 

The  ministers  have  declared  to  the  congregation  that  they 
would  give  the  weekly  preaching  this  winter,  on  condition  that  in 
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the  spring,  the  week-day  service  shall  cease,  until  it  shall  again 
be  found  necessary  for  the  congregation,  and  means  be  provided, 
that  agreements  may  be  made  with  the  ministers  for  the  same. 
Meanwhile,  the  ministers  shall  leave  to  the  reasonable  judgment 
of  the  meeting,  what  they  shall  have  more  for  their  double  ser- 
vice  on  Sundays.     To  this  they  agreed. 

On  the  ensidng  Thursday  afternoon,  at  one  o'clock,  the  Great 
Consistory  shall  be  called  together  to  consider  the  desired  altera- 
tion in  the  mode  of  selling  the  pews;  and  whether  men  and  women 
shall  sit  separately.  This  to  be  done,  since  it  was  resolved  other- 
wise at  the  meeting  of  the  Great  Consistory,  held  Dec.  1&,  1729. 
So  the  matter  is  not  further  considered  now. 

Statement  of  Rev.  Jedediah  Andrews,  Pastor  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Philadelphia,  Concerning  Probably 
Rev.  George  Michael  Weiss. 

October  14,  1730. 

"  There  la  In  this  province  a  yast  number  of  Palatines,  and  thej  atUl  come  In 
every  year.  Those  that  have  come  of  late  are  mostly  Presbyterians,  or  as  they  call 
themflelyes.  Reformed.  They  did  use  to  come  to  me  for  baptism,  and  many  haye 
joined  with  ns  In  the  other  sacrament.  They  never  had  a  minister  till  nine  years 
a<o,  who  Is  a  bright  young  man  and  a  fine  scholar." —  Dr.  Good's  Hist.  Refd.  Oh. 
117. 

This  mny  possibly  refer  to  Boehm,  though  It  Is  not  very  probable;  it  probably 
refers  to  Weiss,  who  was  pastor  In  Philadelphia;  but  It  Is  difficult  to  make  out  that 
he  was  there  In  1721.    The  word  **  nine  '*  Is  probably  a  slip  of  the  pen  for  "  three  *'. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Pennsylvania. 

1730,  Dec.  5th.  The  Kev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  read  three 
letters:  one  to  the  xjhurch  of  Schiebach;  one  to  Rev.  Beum, 
(Boehm);  and  one  to  the  consistories  of  Rev.  Beum,  to  promote 
rest  and  peace  in  the  churches  of  Pennsylvania.  These  were 
approved. 

They  also  announced  that  they  had  arranged  with  Rev.  Weys 
(Weiss)  and  his  elder,  to  lend  a  hand  towards  that  salutary  ob- 
ject, (the  erection  of  a  church  in  Pennsylvania);  and  that  Rev. 
Weys  had  received  therefor,  from  the  Diaconate  of  Amsterdam 
f.  600,  ($240.)  and  from  the  Consistory  f .  150,  ($60).    He  \i^^ 
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also  obtained  from  their  Noble  Great  Estimables,  the 
Burgomasters;  permission  to  collect  f.600y  ($240.)    xi.  20,  80. 

New  York. 

1730,  Dec  6th.    A  letter  had  arrived  from  the  ministen  cl 
New  York  in  regard  to  their  fulfilled  commission  in  referenM 
to  Bev.  Beum  (Boehm).    To  this  the  Rev.  Deputati  had  replied^ 
with  the  approval  of  this  Assembly.    On  motion  of  Bev.  DepntatS^ 
it  was  resolved  to  send  yearly  the  Acta  of  Synod  to  the  ministei^ 
of  New  York  as  a  grateful  recognition  of  them,  and  for  the  geskr^ 
eral  benefit  of  all  the  churches  in  America,    xi.  30. 


(These  Acts  of  the  Synod  were  always  in  manuscript,  and  we: 
quite  elaborate.     Probably  from  twelve  to  twenty  copies  we: 
transcribed  each  year  for  distribution  to  other  Synods,  to  certan 
Classes,  and  to  the  several  Colonies.) 

Baritan. 

1730,  Dec.  5th.  The  Eev.  Deputati  also  reported  in  r^aid 
to  the  difficulty  in  New  Netherland  between  Eev.  Frielinghuysen 
and  some  excommunicated  members  there;  that  Kev.  Frieling- 
huysen having  been  robbed  of  his  reason,  (by  sickness),  all  nego- 
tiations for  peace  with  the  excommunicated  at  North  BrancH 
and  Three  Mile  Kun  had  been  broken  off;  that  these  memben 
have  requested  of  this  Classis  to  be  released  from  their  excom- 
munication, and  to  be  allowed  to  unite  themselves  with  the  church 
of  Milston  (now  Harlington),  so  that  together  they  may  enjoy 
the  services  of  a  minister;  that  for  this  purpose,  they  have  com- 
missioned four  ministers  of  Amsterdam,  namely,  the  Kevs.  Van 
de  Wal,  Hagelis,  Beels,  and  van  Zon,  and  ask  that  this  Classis 
would  please  to  give  the  said  committee  permission  to  make  such 
a  choice  for  them.  The  Assembly  finds  this  business  to  be  of 
such  great  importance,  that  they  refer  it  to  a  committee.  For 
this  purpose  are  appointed  the  four  gentlemen  mentioned,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  regular  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras.     xi.  30. 
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Pokeepsie  and  FishldlL 

1780,  Dec.  5th.  They  further  reported  that  the  people  of 
Pokeepsie  and  Vishkill  had  also  commissioned  four  ministers  of 
Amsterdam,  to  choose  a  minister  for  them.  This  was  granted. 
jL30. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Eev.  John  Philip  Boehm, 
December  6, 1730,    xxix.    p No.  11. 

Bev.  Sir,  and  Beloved  Brother: — 

From  your  letter  of  June  29th,  1730,  we  learned  that  the  let- 
tin  Qfi  Bey.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  to  the  Consistory,  as  well 
tt  to  yourself,  were  duly  received,  and  that  they  tended  to  re- 
Wye  you,  because  the  Classis  takes  such  a  hearty  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  churches  in  Pennsylvania. 

We  not  only  thank  you  for  your  kind  wishes  towards  us,  but 
we  express  our  sympathy  with  you  in  your  poverty.  Especially 
do  we  do  this,  because  we  are  informed, —  and  to  which  we  refer 
in  no  abscure  terms  to  your  Consistory, —  that  schisms  and 
divisions  still  exist  among  you,  and  that  many  discontented  ones  — 
especially  in  the  church  of  Schipback  —  still  stand  aloof;  dissatis- 
fied with  your  service,  and  unwilling  to  acknowledge  you  as  their 
pastor  and  teacher. 

This  grieves  our  very  souls,  because  we  well  know  that  thereby 
the  edification  of  the  church  will  be  greatly  hindered,  as  well  as 
the  increase  of  the  congregation.  Therefore  we  have  written  in 
a  fatherly  and  brotherly  manner  to  the  discontented  in  Schipback, 
earnestly  beseeching  and  admonishing  them  to  reconciliation  and 
unity.  We  hope  God  will  so  impress  this  upon  their  consciences 
that  we  may  soon  learn  of  the  result  desired;  and  that  they  have 
acknowledged  yourself  and  ministry,  and  have  received  you  as 
the  biihop  of  your  souls. 
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Among  other  thingSy  we  have  propoeed,  as  a  means  toi 
peace,  that  you  and  Eev.  Mr.  Weis, —  whom  we  find  inclined 
peace  and  the  promotion  of  our  object, —  exchange  pulpits  oe* 
casionally;  you  preaching  in  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Weis  in  Sch^ 
back.  He  might  thus  influence  your  congregation  to  peace.  Thfi 
congregations,  also,  on  observing  your  unity  and  friendship  would 
be  convinced  of  its  necessity  among  themselves. 

It  is  therefore  our  fatherly  and  brotherly  advice  and  admoni- 
tion to  you  to  agree  to  this  measure,  and  to  arrange  it  vnth  Bev. 
Mr.  Weis  —  who  has  heartily  agreed  to  it  himself  —  and  then 
to  exercise  all  friendliness,  gentleness  and  peacableness,  as  be- 
comes a  servant  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  order  to  quiet  excited  feel- 
ings, and  to  win  the  people  by  love.    We  have  a  well  grounded 
hope  that  if  you  thus  co-operate,  with  gentleness,  that  we  shall 
see  blessed  results  to  our  proposal  and  admonition.     Thus  na^ 
only  the  churches  in  the  wilderness  will  be  built  up  and  edified^ 
but  you  in  your  needy  condition  will  be  encouraged;  for  if  peae^ 
is  effected  —  for  which  we  pray  God  —  of  course  some  profit  to 
your  temporal  condition  will  result.     We  have  understood  tha'^ 
there  are  some  well-to-do  members  in  the  congregation  at  Schip- 
back,  and  that  there  is  a  building  for  divine  service.     Besides 
when  peace  is  effected  there  will  be  more  hope  of  assistance  from 
other  places.    We  shall  be  encouraged  at  hearing  that  our  pious 
endeavors  have  been  blessed.     We  hope  for  this  from  the  All- 
SuiScient  One,  who  has  begun  to  plant  his  church  in  that  wilder- 
ness.   May  he  cause  his  church  and  congregations  to  increase  to 
the  honor  of  his  adorable  Name,  to  the  extension  of  the  Eongdom 
of  Jesus,  and  the  salvation  of  many  souls.     May  he  strengthen 
yon  with  his  spirit,  make  your  ministry  fruitful,  and  unite  your 
minds  in  the  fear  of  his  name,  and  command  his  blessing  upon  all 
that  is  yours.    With  this  wish,  we  remain,  etc. 

J.  Bekker,  Dep.  CI.  ad  res  exteras. 

P.  S.     We  request  that  we  may  be  infonned  in  due  time  of 
the  result  of  out  counsel  of  peace-,  and  \\v«A,  ^ow  ^11  please  to 
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miintain  the  agreeable  correspondence  with  the  Bev.  Olassis  of 
iioBterdam. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Overseers  of  three  German 

Churches  in  Pennsylvania.    December  5,  1730.    xxix.    p 

Xo.  10. 

To  the  Overseers  of  the  three  congregations  of  Falchner,  Scwam, 

Schipback  and  Weitmarsh: 
Dear  Brethren: — 

It  appears  to  us  from  your  communication  of  January  29, 1730, 
that  the  letters  of  the  Rev.  Classis  came  to  your  hands,  and  gave 
you  joy;  especially  the  last,  concerning  the  ordination  of  Rev. 
Bohm,  which  we  understood  had  taken  place;  and  that  some  dis- 
contented ones  were  thereupon  satisfied,  and  have  recognized 
Rev.  Bohm  as  their  lawful  pastor. 

But,  meanwhile,  we  are  not  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  schisms 
and  contentions  still  exist.  This  distresses  us,  because  the 
churches  are  thereby  threatened  with  great  danger,  and  the  plant- 
ing and  upbuilding  of  churches  are  thereby  greatly  hindered. 

Men  and  brethren,  we  admonish  you  to  brotherly  unanimity, 
and  to  the  use  of  every  gentle  measure  with  the  discontented,  in 
order  to  secure  mutual  peace;  that  you  co-operate  with  your  pas- 
tors to  destroy  all  alienation  and  discord,  and  the  evils  resulting 
therefrom;  and  that  you  sacredly  maintain  the  Church-Order 
which  you  have  adopted;  that  the  breach  may  be  healed  and  the 
congregation  be  edified. 

To  this  end,  we  have  not  only  written  to  Rev.  Mr.  Bohm,  but 
also  to  the  discontented  in  Schipback.  By  this,  we  expect, 
through  God's  blessing,  this  desirable  result.  Thus,  when  peace 
is  restored  among  the  brethren,  we  believe  that  Rev.  Mr.  Bohm 
will  be  not  a  little  strengthened,  in  his  poverty,  and  animated 
•new;  and  that  the  church  in  Schipback  will  rejoice  in  the  exer- 
of  pnblio  worship. 


178C 


2524  EcoLBsiASTiCAL  Records 

We  will  never  withdraw  ourselveB,  but  will  gladly  oome 
the  aid  of  your  churches,  not  only  with  fraternal  and  fai 
counsel,  but  as  far  as  possible  also  with  deeds.    Bev.  Mr.  Wek' 
has  already  had  proof  of  this ;  for  he  has  been  provided  with  oor* 
tain  gifts  of  love  for  the  building  of  a  church  in  Philadelphia. 

The  greatest  inducements  for  continuing  such  charities  towardt 

you  are,  unanimity  among  yourselves,  peacableness,  love  for  the 

ordinances,  and  for  the  extension  of  the  Savior's  Kingdom  amon; 

you.    May  God  give  you  the  spirit  of  charity. 

Worthy  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren,  etc. 

J.  Bekker,  Dep.  CI.  ad  res  Extena. 
Amsterdam, 

December  6,  1730. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Church  of  Schipback,  Fa., 

December  5,  1730.    xxix.  61. 

To  the  Friends  and  Elders  of  the  Church  of  Schipback. 

Much  Beloved  Brethren: — 

Your  letter  of  May  10,  1730,  we  have  not  only  received,  but 
carefully  considered.  We  have  learned  therefrom  your  objec- 
tions against  the  appointment  and  ordination  of  Eev.  Mr.  Boehm 
as  lawful  minister  and  pastor  in  Pennsylvania;  and  especially 
that  you  would  not  like  to  accept  and  acknowledge  him  as  a 
shepherd  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  church  at  Schipback,  under  pre- 
text that  he  has  succeeded  in  securing  his  ordination  and  con- 
firmation, as  regular  shepherd  and  teacher,  with  only  the  knowl- 
edge of  a  few;  and  without  the  knowledge,  and  even  in  opposition 
to  a  majority  of  the  church  of  Schipback. 

It  grieves  us,  brethren,  to  the  soul,  to  see  so  injurious  a  schism 

and  such    discord    in  a  newly  organized    church,  whereby  its 

growth  must  be  greatly  hindered,  \i  iioX.,  ^:LCi^^\,  iot  '^xQ^^r  in- 
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dtioii,  entirely  destroyed.    It  goes  to  our  hearts.    Oh !  that 

would  take  to  heart  the  welfare  of  God's  CHiurch.    Love  for 

and  for  the  peace  of  the  brethren,  moves  us  to  communicate 

l»  70a  our  fatherly  and  brotherly  admonitions.     Receive  then, 

Vrethren,  we  beseech  you,  in  God's  name  and  with  a  peace-loving 

kenrt,  what  we  now  send  you,  that  all  may  tend  to  the  restoration 

tnd  confirmation  of  peace,  to  the  edification  of  the  Church  and 

to  the  salvation  of  many  souls. 

From  the  beginning,  we  declare  that  nothing  rejoiced  us  more 
(bn  the  prospect  of  a  possibility  of  peace.  Were  it  within  our 
power  we  would  procure  you  a  pastor  and  teacher  who  would  be 
agreeable  and  acceptable  to  all,  and  who  would  build  you  up  in 
doctrine  and  walk.  But  you  know  as  well  as  ourselves,  that  this 
is  beyond  our  ability;  since  you  providentially  dwell  in  a  land 
where  the  means  of  grace  —  the  dispensers  of  God's  mysteries, 
ire  still  unplentif ul.  In  such  places,  therefore,  one  must  be  con- 
tent with  such  means  as  God,  in  his  good  pleasure,  grants  in 
uwwer  to  prayer. 

The  Rev.  Classis  having  taken  into  earnest  consideration,  and 
^  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  your  remonstrance,  and  the  earnest  re- 
quests made  by  your  delegates,  is  of  the  following  opinion: 

That  Eev.  Mr.  Boehm  ought  to  be  recognized  as  the  lawful 
akepherd  and  teacher  in  Pennsylvania,  because  by  order  of  Classis, 
(upon  the  representation  of  Rev.  Mr.  Boehm  and  certain  ones  in 
the  churches  of  Pennsylvania,  who  eameiBtly  desired  it,)  he  was 
confirmed  and  properly  ordained  thereto  by  the  ministers  in  New 
York,  who  were  requested  to  do  this,  if  he  submitted  to  the  con- 
ditions prescribed  to  him  by  this  Classis;  and  also,  because,  in 
connection  therewith,  reconciliation  was  effected  between  Revs. 
Messrs.  Weis  and  Boehm,  and  each  was  allotted  to  a  separate 
church  by  mutual  agreement. 

Beloved  brethren,  your  dissatisfaction  with  this  act,  and  your 
representation  that  the  request  of  Rev.  Mr.  Boehm  and  a  few 
othen  took  place  without  your  knowledge,  and  tlaat  t\ie  ot^tlv 
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tion  does  not  meet  with  your  approval,  cannot  induce  Classis  to 
make  null  the  solemn  ordination  of  Eev.  Mr.  Boehm.    The  CSaasii 
is  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  this  ordination  must  stand.     Wo 
hope  this  will  not  displease  you,  for  how  could  so  solemn  an  act 
be  made  void  without  desecration  to  Gcd's  name?    Although  tlie 
request  for,  and  the  ordination  itself,  took  place  without  yonr 
knowledge,  yet  it  did  take  place  with  the  knowledge,  and  at  the 
request,  of  some  in  the  Church  and  in  the  Consistoiy.     Since 
then  the  Kev.  Classis  recognizes  Kev.  Mr.  Boehm  as  a  lawfully 
ordained  pastor,  it  is  our  earnest  request  that  you  not  only  be 
reconciled  in  a  fraternal  and  Christian  manner  with  Rev.  Mr. 
Boehm,  but  that  you  accept  and  recognize  him  as  your  shepherd 
and  the  overseer  of  your  church;  that  you  lovingly  listen  to  his 
teachings  and  Christian  admonitions;  that  you  receive  from  him 
the  sacred  seals  of  the  covenant,  maintaining  and  cherishing  the 
communion  of  saints;  that  you  may  be  the  better  built  up  in 
faith  and  in  the  hope  of  salvation. 

If  any  among  you  think  that  it  was  a  great  misdeed  that  they 
were  overlooked,  and  therefore  refuse  to  submit  themselves  to 
peaceful  counsels,  then  let  the  peacably  disposed  labor  with  these 
brethren  with  all  gentleness,  to  convince  them;  and  to  this  end, 
the  actual  ordination  which  took  place  in  New  York  will  be  a 
powerful  argument. 

And  since  a  sacred  reconciliation  was  eflFected  between  Revs. 
Messrs.  Weis  and  Boehm,  so  that  they  sometimes  now,  in  a  spirit 
of  fraternal  unity,  exchange  pulpits;  therefore  let  the  Kev.  Mr. 
Weis  at  such  times,  urge  the  discontented  to  peace,  according  to 
his  own  peacable  disposition,  and  promise  thus  to  act  as  oppor- 
timity  offered.  By  such  exchange  and  efforts,  tlie  churches  will 
be  impressed  by  the  unity  of  faith. 

Dear  brethren,  we  pray  you  to  consider  that  love  is  the  basis 
of  our  admonition;  that  charity  is  the  principal  duty  and  adorn- 
ment of  the  Christian;  that  love  and  unity  among  the  brethren 
constitute  the  great  strength  of  the  church  of  God,  by  which  she 


I 


OF  THE  Statb  of  New  Yoek.  2627 

is  built  up  and  established;  that  it  ever  behooves  Christian  breth- 
ren to  forgive  any  wrong  that  has  been  done.  We  say,  there- 
fore, with  Paul,  "  Put  on,  therefore,  as  the  elect  of  Grod,  holy 
and  beloved,  bowels  of  mercy,  kindness,  humbleness  of  mind, 
meekness,  long-suffering;  forbearing  one  another  and  forgiving 
one  another,  if  any  man  have  a  quarrel  against  any;  even  as 
Christ  forgave  you,  so  also  do  ye.  And  above  all  these  things, 
pot  on  charity,  which  is  the  bond  of  perfectness;  and  let  the  peace 
of  God  rule  in  your  hearts;  to  the  which  also  ye  are  called,  in 
one  body." 

Please  also  to  remember  that  you  Kve  in  a  country  where  the 

Church  has  but  a  feeble  beginning,  where  it  has  been  but  just 

planted,  where,  although  the  harvest  is  great,  the  laborers  are 

few.    It  is  only  by  God's  grace  that  the  light  of  the  Gospel 

beams  upon  you  at  all,  and  that  you  have  any  opportunities  to 

hear  the  truth.    Do  not  show  that  you  have  received  this  grace 

of  God  in  vain.     Let  it  be  seen  that  your  hearts  are  filled  with 

love  for  Gospel  truth,  that  you  seek  the  increase  of  God's  Church, 

the  extension  of  the  Gospel,  the  promotion  of  the  knowledge  of 

the  doctrine  of  truth,  and  the  salvation  of  your  souls.     This  will 

appear,  if  you  use  the  means  which  God  gives  you,  although 

they  be  not  exactly  according  to  your  liking.    Is  it  not  better  to 

hear  the  Word  of  God  from  the  mouth  of  a  minister,  even  though 

he  be  despised  by  some;  even  though  he  had  been  guilty  of  some 

error,  rather  than  miss  the  ministration  of  the  Word  altogether? 

If  you  refuse  to  accept  Rev.  Mr.  Boehm,  how  shall  the  Church 

be  edified  by  the  public  declaration  of  God's  Word,  when  the 

nmnber  of  ministers  in  those  regions  is  so  small?     Convince  us, 

therefore,  brethren,  by  peaceful  conduct  that  you  truly  hunger 

and  thirst  after  righteousness. 

We  pray  you  to  consider  that  through  disaffection  the  pious 
are  grieved,  the  godless  rejoice,  and  God's  name  is  blasphemed 
among  the  unbelieving.  But  we  beseech  you,  brethren,  to  labor 
118  to  prevent  this,  and  to  this  end  listen  to  our  brotherly 
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admonitions.    We  expect  this,  with  God's  gradoos  bleesiiig, 
cause  you  count  it  a  favor  that  the  Key.  Classs  takes  to  h 
your  affairs,  and  the  condition  of  the  churches  in  "Peansj, 
You  also  express  your  gratitude  for  this,  and  especially 
you  praise  the  Classis  for  seeking  to  advance  the  best  in 
of  the  Church.    The  greatest  proof  to  us  of  this,  your  gratitiidB| 
as  declared,  will  be  your  acceptance  of  this  Christian  counsel  of 
the  Bev.  Classis.     Thus  will  the  breach  be  restored,  offenen 
avoided,  the  piety  and  edification  of  the  churches  promoted. 

We  add,  finally,  that  you  may  learn  from  Eev.  Mr.  Weis  ind 
your  delegate,  how  we  are  ever  seeking  to  edify  and  quicken  tke 
churches  in  Pennsylvania,  not  only  with  loving  counsels  but  ^vitk 
loving  gifts.  In  conclusion,  we  hope  and  pray  that  the  Ood  of 
love  and  peace  may  bind  you  together  in  love  and  peace  and 
reverence  for  his  name.  May  he  cause  the  churches  in  Pennsjl- 
vania,  as  well  as  in  Netherland  to  flourish,  and  may  He  commiBd 
His  divine  blessing  on  you  all. 

In  hopes  that  we  may  be  revived  by  an  answer  from  yon,  in- 
nouncing  peace,  we  remain. 

Worthy  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren,  etc. 

J.  Bekker, 

Dep.  CI.  ad  res  ezteras. 
Amsterdam, 

December  5,  1730. 

Ci-Assis  OF  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Ministers  of  New  York,  December 

1730.    xxix.  58. 

Reverend,  Godly  and  Highly  Learned  Gentlemen,  Much-beloYcd 
Brethren  in  Christ:— 
Your  esteemed  letter  of  April  2l9t,  1730,  enclosing  also  letters 
from  Rev.  Bohm  and  his  Consistory,  together  with  writings  to 
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Bev.  Bohm,  came  duly  to  hand.    We  learned  therefrom  not  only 

that  our  letters  of  December  Ist  1728,  and  June  20thy  1729, 

were  receiyed  by  you,  and  that  the  letters  enclosed  were  sent  to 

Ber.  Bohm  and  the  brethren  in  Pennsylvania  by  your  care;  but 

also,  to  our  great  joy  that  the  ordination  of  Eev.  Bohm  had  taken 

place,  and  that  a  reconciliation  had  been  effected  between  him 

and  Weiss.    We  thank  the  good  God  that  it  pleased  him  to  bring 

this  business  to  such  a  desirable  end,  by  influencing  their  minds 

to  peace,  and  by  so  blessing  our  endeavors. 

We  cannot  neglect  to  commend  your  efforts  in  this  matter, 
and  to  express  our  satisfaction  therewith.  The  advice  and  di- 
rection of  Classis  were  completely,  and  very  exactly,  executed  by 
you,  and  with  the  greatest  prudence  and  wisdom.  We  consider 
oorselves  under  great  obligations  to  you  for  your  charity  and 
labor,  as  well  as  for  your  great  care  against  Congregationalism. 
Tkis,  you  rightly  judge,  produces  very  injurious  results.  We 
pray  Grod  to  remember  your  labor  of  love,  and  to  crown  you  with 
liis  richest  blessing,  to  the  welfare  and  establishment  of  Zion. 

We   are  not  surprised,  Worthy  Brethren,  that  you  are   not 
iJeased  with  so  much  troublesome  correspondence,  and  that  for 
the  reasons  given,  you  would  gladly  be  excused.    We  well  under- 
stand that  repeated  requests,  especially  of  parties  in  dispute,  are 
C08tly  and  difficult,  giving  you  much  perplexity,  and  frequently 
leaving  dissatisfaction  in  those  who  are  not  suited.     But  we  are 
still  more  rejoiced,  and  we  acknowledge  it  with  gratitude,  that 
you  have  allowed  yourselves  to  be  convinced,  notwithstanding  the 
difficulties,  as  to  the  duty  to  continue  said  correspondence,  and 
that  thereby  you  console  yourselves  for  the  hard  labor.     Your 
conclusion  gives  us  much  satisfaction,  Rev.  Sirs,  and  we  earnestly 
request  you  to  persevere  therein.     We  think  it,  therefore,  un- 
necessary, to  advance  any  new  reasons,  for  we  are  convinced  by 
your  communication  that  you  will  not  shirk  the  duty.    We  are 
sure  you  appreciate,  as  well  as  ourselves,  the  necessity  and  ad- 
vantage therefrom  to  the  Church  of  God.     For  whither  could 
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perplexed  people  and  those  in  need  of  comuel,  torn,  in  a  linl 
where  miniaters  of  experience  are  few.  How  oonld  jwhiimfus  iril 
the  offences  and  di^ntes  resulting  theref ronii  be  ayotded,  exoBji 
by  the  aid  of  men  who  have  their  senses  exercised  in  the  Wcri 
of  God,  and  in  the  govemment  of  the  Chnrehl  We  trust  iM 
Qod  may  prevent  your  ever  sorrowing  that  you  haTe  taken  tUl 
task  upon  yourselves.  May  he  pour  out  upon  you  the  BpAd 
wisdom.  May  he  make  you  strong  and  of  good  ooomge,  ahnji 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  May  your  coonsels  erar  be  1 
successful,  that  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  Church  may  eoa- 
tinue  under  your  hands,  according  to  the  good  pleasure  of  tk 
Lord. 

But  agreeable  as  is  your  conduct,  as  well  as  the  reeondSiatifla 
effected  between  the  Eevs.  Weiss  and  Bohm,  we  are  grieved  it 
the  complaints  of  those  who  yet  remain  dissatisfied,  and  refan 
to  acknowledge  Bev.  Bohm  as  a  lawf ^T  minister.  They  bfvs 
written  to  us  concerning  this,  seeking  to  invalidate  the  ordinatioa 
performed,  on  the  pretence  that  all  was  done  without  their  knowl- 
edge, and  even  in  spite  of  them. 

So  far,  however,  is  the  Olassis  from  agreeing  to  any  such 
thing,  that  it  ratifies  that  ordination  as  having  been  legally  done, 
and  declares  your  action  right.  The  dissatisfied  have  also  been 
particularly  informed,  with  admonitions  added,  and  earnest 
prayers,  to  recognize  Kev.  Bohm  as  their  lawful  pastor  and 
teacher,  and  to  confirm  and  approve  the  compact  entered  into  by 
Revs.  Weiss  and  Bohm.  We  trust  that  our  counsel  of  love,  re- 
enforced  by  yours  as  speedily  as  possible,  may  have,  under  Qod'i 
blessing,  the  desired  result.  We  have  also  most  kindly  admon 
ished  Rev.  Bohm  and  his  adherents,  to  co-operate  most  gently,  fa 
order  to  win  the  dissatisfied  ones  by  love. 

Rev.  Weiss,  with  a  delegate  (Elder  Reiff),  from  the  church  o 
Schipback,  has  been  here  to  collect  means  to  build  a  church  i 
Philadelphia.  This  has  enabled  us  to  become  well  acquainted 
with  him,  and  to  converse  with  him  particularly  about  the  dii 
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ffutes  yet  remaining.    We  testify  to  his  praise  that  we  found  him 
(gentle,  modest  and  inclined  to  peace.    He  and  his  companion  have 
faithfully  promised  their  earnest  co-operation,  to  seek  to  induce 
the  dissatisfied  to  accept  the  resolution  of  Classis,  and  Eev.  Bohm, 
IB  their  lawful  pastor.    We  have  also  proposed  that  Revs.  Weiss 
and  Bohm  should  exchange  pulpits,  that  the  former  might  the 
letter  be  enabled  to  quiet  excited  feelings;  and  the  congrega- 
tknifl,  being  convinced  of  the  friendship  of  the  pastors,  might 
be  moved  to  similar  unanimity.    Eev,  Weiss  having  consented  to 
this,  we  have  proposed  the  same  to  the  Eev.  Bohm. 

We  have  favored  the  object  of  Eev.  Weiss  as  far  as  we  could. 
His  undertaking  has  been  by  no  means  fruitless.  He  has  not 
only  received  gifts  from  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  but  will 
also  receive  them  from  that  of  North  Holland,  which  has  adopted 
the  church  of  Philadelphia,  as  recommended.  The  Consistory 
ind  Diaconate  of  Amsterdam  have  also  done  their  part.  He  has 
mn  received  permission  from  the  Burgomasters  of  Amsterdam, 
to  collect  funds  in  the  city  at  large.  We  have  certainly  shown 
ourselves  willing  to  help  the  churches  of  Pennsylvania  with  both 
eonnsels  and  deeds.  We  trust  this  will  be  a  blessed  means,  among 
other  things,  to  convince  the  churches  of  Pennsylvania  of  our 
enthusiasm  in  their  behalf,  and  move  them  to  peace  and  concord. 
We  will  be  very  happy,  as  well  as  heartily  thankful,  to  understand 
that  all  breaches  are  healed,  and  the  churches  united. 

May  the  King  of  Zion  make  the  church  of  your  locality  and 
the  neighboring  regions,  as  well  as  ours,  to  blossom  as  the  rose. 
May  He  bestow  upon  her  the  glory  of  Lebanon,  and  the  beauty 
of  Carmel  and  Sharon.  May  He  enable  us  to  behold  the  beauty 
of  the  Lord  and  the  glory  of  our  God.  May  the  All-sufficient 
One  bestow  upon  you  abundantly  an  overflowing  measure  of  his 
Spirit,  and  spare  you  long  as  blessed  instruments  in  his  hands  to 
build  up  Zion^s  fallen  walls,  and  to  strengthen  them.  May  He 
also  crown  your  families,  as  well  as  his  churches,  with  his  gracious 
blessing,  and  at  last  give  you  the  reward  belonging  to  the  faithful. 
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Such  are  our  sincere  wishes,  as  we  subscribe  ourselves,  > 

esteem. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

In  the  name  of  all, 

Peter  Elzevir,  Ecc.  Amst.  Dep.  ad  res 

teras,  h.  t.  Praeses. 

John  Vischer,  Ecc.  Amst.  Dep.  ad  res 

teras,  h.  t  Scriba. 
Amsterdam, 

December  1730. 

P.  S.     Worthy  Sirs: — Classis  has  resolved,  in  token  of  t 
appreciation  of    the  trouble  taken  in  the  maintenance  of 
wholesome  correspondence,  and  to  enable  you  to  have  more  I 
on  cases  as  they  occur,  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of 
Synod  of  North  Holland.    These  are  for  your  personal  use, 
that  of  your  churches  in  America,  and  others  with  whom 
correspond.    If  this  is  not  disagreeable  to  you,  we  will  oonti 
to  do  the  same. 

We  wish  we  were  able  now  to  treat  with  you  about  the  a 
at  Raretans;  but  the  matter  seems  of  such  weight  to  Classis 
it  seems  advisable  to  delay  the  fmal  decision  until  all  the  i 
have  been  duly  examined  and  pondered. 

The  request  of  those  who  were  excommunicated,  but  who  1 
united  with  the  church  of  Milstone,  (now  Harlingen),  that 
might  have  a  pastor  of  their  own,  is  of  course,  known  to 
But  the  Rev.  Classis  must  deliberate  further,  and  will  inJ 
you  of  their  decision  in  due  time.  The  request  of  the  peopl 
Poughkeepsie  and  Vishkill  is  granted,  and  will  be  satisfie 
soon  as  possible.    Valete  I 
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Ci«Assis  OF  Amstebdam. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistories  of  Pokeepsie  and 
Fishkill,  December  1730.     xxix.  67. 

To  the  Elders  and  Deacons  in  the  churches  of  Pokeepsie  and 
FishkiU: 

Worthy  Sirs  and  Brethren: — 

Tour  letter  of  April  13th  1730  came  dtJy  to  hand.  We  per- 
ceived  therefrom  with  joy  your  unity,  as  well  as  your  pious  desire 
to  be  edified  by  the  services  of  an  orthodox  pastor  and  teacher : 
that  you  might  be  built  up  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  whi'3h 
is  according  to  godliness.  To  this  end  you  have  made  a  request 
of  some  of  the  brethren,  members  of  this  Classis,  and  have  au- 
thorized them  to  make  out  a  call  in  your  behalf. 

Brethren  it  rejoices  our  souls  to  obsierve  among  you  a  him- 
gering  and  thirsting  after  the  words  of  righteousness,  with  a 
desire  to  found  new  churches,  and  encourage  them.  You  give  us 
ground  to  hope  that  these  new  enterprises  may,  in  time,  greatly 
increase,  under  the  blessing  of  God.  It  is  impossible  for  us  not 
to  favor  all  such  endeavors  to  the  utmost  of  our  power. 

According  to  your  proposal,  with  your  solemn  promise  ever 
and  only  to  address  yourselves  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
as  said  in  your  letters  of  authorization,  as  well  as  in  your  letters 
to  Classis,  the  Classis  at  once  declared  itself  willing  to  grant  the 
request  of  the  gentlemen  authorized  to  make  out  a  call  for  hand- 
opening.  (?)  These  gentlemen  will  not  fail,  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible, to  fulfill  your  desires. 

We  earnestly  pray  that  the  All  sufficient  one  may  bless  your 
godly  endeavors,  and  cause  your  congregation  abundantly  to 
flourish,  not  only  in  professors,  but  in  those  who  will  truly  obey 
his  word.     May  He  fill  you  with  the  spirit  of  wisdom,  of  love 

87 


1780 


S584  EoouEBiASTiOAi.  Bboobimi 

and  of  the  fear  of  his  namei  TnaltiTig  yoa  atead&rty  m»j( 
izig  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

We  remain^  Worthy  Sirs  and  Brethren, 
Your  Obedient  Servants  and  Friend^ 

The  Members  of  the  Claasis  of  Amsterdaa... 
In  the  name  of  all, 

Peter  Ekevier,  Ecc.  Amst.  et  Dep.  C!L  aj 

exteras,  h.  t.  Praeses. 
John  Vischer,  Ecc.  Amst  et  Dep.  CL  ad 

exteras,  h.  t.  Scriba  . 
.Amsterdam, 

December  1780 

AOTS  OF  THE  ClASBIS  OF  AlCSTSBDAlC. 

Rev.  Haagoort  Commended  for  the  Foreign  Churches^  (id 

ecclesias  exteras.) 

1781,  Jan.  9th.      Eev.  Gerardus  Haagoort,  S.  B.  ]fimitaf|i 
Candidaitus  handed  in  the  required  ecclesiastical  and  Classicil 
tificates,  and  requested  to  be  accepted  as  ^^  Commendatus  "  for  the 
churches  at  home  and  in  foreign  lands.    This  was  accorded  to  Um 

after  preaching  a  sermon  on  Ps.  117:  and  signing  the 

Formulae  of  Concord,    xi.  34. 

Baritan. 

1731,  Jan.  9th.  The  Eev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  said  that 
hitherto  they  had  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  accompUshing 
anything  in  the  Baritan  affair;  therefore  this  case  remained  recom- 
mended to  them.    xi.  35. 

Pbtition  fob  Aid  to  Erect  a  Chttbch  at  Fish  Cbeek  (Fish- 

Knx)  Dutchess  Co.     (1731.) 

To  His  Excellency  John  Montfromerie,  Bbq.,  Captain  Generall  and  GoTemor  te 
Chief  In  and  over  his  Majesties  Proylnces  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  and  the 
Territories  depending  thereon  in  America  and  Vice  Admirall  of  the  same  etc. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Peter  Dn  Bols  and  Abraham  Musy  Blders  and  Abraham 
Blinkerhof  and  Hendrick  Phillip  Deacons  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Proteatant  Chnxch 
of  the  Fish  Greek  in  Dutchess  County  in  the  Province  of  New  York  In  the  bebaK 
of  thexnaelvea  and  the  Rett  of  the  membera  of  the  said  Church. 
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Bambly  Stiewetht 

That  the  membera  of  the  said  Gonirregation  being  In  daily  expectation  of  a 
liliilster  from  Holland  to  preach  the  Gospel  amongst  them  according  to  the  Can- 
tons Rales  and  Discipline  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Churches  of  the  United 
Netherlands  and  therefore  have  agreed  amongst  themselves  to  erect  and  build  a 
GoBTenient  Church  for  the  publlck  worship  of  Qod  nigh  the  said  Fish  Creek  in  the 
Goim^  aforesaid  but  finding  that  the  said  building  will  be  very  chargeable  and 
therefore  as  In  the  like  cases  has  been  Practised  and  is  usuall  in  this  ProYince 
they  would  desire  the  aid  help  and  assistance  of  all  Charitable  and  well  disposed 
Christians  within  this  Province  for  the  Compleating  of  the  said  building. 
Tbey  therefore  most  humbly  pray  for  your  Excellency's  Lycence  to  be  granted 
to  the  said  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  said  Protestant  Congregacon  to  collect 
■ttte  and  Receive  the  benevolence  and  free  gifts  of  all  such  Inhabitants  of  this 
mriBce  as  shall  be  willing  to  contribute  somewhat  towards  the  erecting  and 
I  MMiog  such  Church  as  aforesaid  for  the  Publlck  service  of  Almighty  Ood  and 
ttit  only  for  such  a  time  as  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant  the  said 
Ijcenee. 
I     And  your  Petitioners  as  In  duty  bound  shall  ever  Pray  etc. 
!     U  the  behalf  of   the  Elders   and   Deacons   and   other   the   members   of  said 
Gosfregacon. 

Peter  Du  Bois. 
—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  ill.  p.  589. 

Society  fob  Peopagating  the  Gospel. 

»A.  10.  1731.     Vol.  V.  p.  286.  |  la 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Ehllg  minister  among  the  Palatines  In  New  York  to  the  Lord 
Hishop  of  London  dated  I6th  of  June  1730  was  laid  before  the  Board  and  referred 
to  the  Committee. 

lUrdi  19.  1781.    Vol.  v.  p.  290.  §  6. 

Also  that  they  had  taken  Into  consideration  a  letter  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
I«Bdon  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ehlig  dated  Schoharie  June  15,  1730  acquainting  that 
he  officiated  among  the  Palatines  at  Schoharie  and  sometimes  visits  two  settle- 
luots  of  Palatines  at  the  River  Maklaassex,  and  a  place  called  Vhall  and  setting 
nrth  that  the  people  are  very  poor  and  have  not  been  able  to  contribute  quite  80 
imrnds  a  year  of  that  country  monev  toward  his  support;  that  he  had  a  wife  and 
three  children  and  has  been  forced  by  mere  necessity  to  contract  some  debts  and 
Boit  humbly  praying  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London  to  lay  this  case  before  the  Society 
for  their  consideration  for  the  obtaining  for  him  some  annual  salary  or  other  assist- 
Jfce.  Whereupon  the  Committee  do  move  the  Society  to  make  him  a  gratuity  of 
5  pounds  In  consideration  of  his  past  services,  and  his  present  very  strait  clrcum- 
•ttaces.  Agreed  by  the  Society  that  twenty  pounds  be  given  to  Mr.  Ehllg  pur- 
sunt  to  the  motion  from  the  Committee. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Cornelius  Van  Schie 

"  Coimnendatus  ad  res  Exteras  ". 

1731,  April  2nd.  Cornelius  Van  Schie,  S.  S.  Ministerii  Can- 
didatus,  was  received  as  "  Commendatus  ad  ecclesias  Exteras  ", 
after  he  had  exhibited  proper  certificates,  signed  the  Formulae, 
and  preached  a  sermon  on  1  John  1:9,"  If  we  confess  our  sins, 
etc."    xi.  37. 

Call  of  Rev.  Hagoort,  and  his  qualification  as  Minister  at  Friholt 
and  Middletown,  in  the  Navcsinks  (Jfauwesinks)  in  New 
Jersey. 

Revs,  van  de  Wal,  Vos,  Beels,  and  Reitsma  showed  tTaat  \,\ie^ 
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were  commissioned  by  the  church  of  Freehold  and  Middleto 
in  the  Navesinks,  in  New  Jersey  to  call  a  preacher  for  the  se 
of  that  congregation,  (namely),  the  candidate  Gerrit  Ha 
and  requested  that  the  same  may  be  examined  and  ordained 
day.     Eev.  Haagoort  having  been  brought  within,  declared 
he  accepted  this  call  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.    He  preached  a 
sermon  on  Mark  11:  34,  (12:  34?)  and  was  then  admitted  to 
final  examination.     Therewith  the  Assembly  was  satisfied, 
he  was  ordained  to  the  service  of  the  church  to  which  he 
been  called,  with  the  laying  on  of  hands.     He  had  previouslf 
signed  the  Formulae  of  Concord,  repudiated  the  condemned  opit^ 
ions  of  Roell  and  Bekker,  agreed  to  read  the  Formulae  of  Baptism 
and  the  Lord's  Supper  without  alteration,  to  correspond  with  thf 
dassis,  and  to  send  a  report  of  the  state  of  his  church  as  soon  a    ] 
possible  after  his  arrival,    xi.  37. 

Raritan. 


The  Deputies  on  the  affairs  at  Earitan  brought  in  as  their  re- 
port, (pre-advice) : 

1.  That  those  persons  who  had  been  excommunicated  there, 
and  had  since  conducted  themselves  according  to  the  injunction 
of  the  Classis,  but  who  had  not  been  able  to  secure  release  from 
the  said  excommunication  imposed  by  Rev.  Friedlinghuysen, 
should  now  be  released  therefrom  by  us  here,  on  our  part. 

2.  And  that  the  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  ought  to  k 
requested  to  procure  further  information  by  means  of  letten^, 
on  several  matters,  regarding  the  condition  of  those  churches. 

3.  And  that  the  ministers  who  hereafter  shall  be  sent  to  the 
churches  of  Xew  Xetherland,  shall  be  obligated  to  report  as  soon 
as  possible  after  their  arrival  the  condition  of  their  churches. 
This  report  (pre-advice)  was  changed  into  a  Classical  resolution 
and  the  Committee  were  thanked  for  their  trouble,    xi.  38. 
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Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 

y  Bales  about  Pews. 

New  York,  April  14,  1781. 
Comtstory  held,  after  calling  on  God*B  name. 

L  It  was  considered,  whether  It  would  not  be  proper,  when,  in  the  course  of 

a  seat  becomes  vacant  by  death,  in  any  pew  in  the  New  Church  which  was 

It  for  a  family,  to  put  a  price  upon  the  same,  as  is  done  in  the  Old  Church. 

tnasmucb  as  the  pews  in  the  New  Church,  now,  at  first,  bring  good  prices,  it 

snanimoQsly  Resolred,  That  hereafter,  in  case  a  vacant  seat  in  a  pew  in  the 

Church,  occurs  by  a  death  or  removal,  or  otherwise,  no  more  shall  be  paid 

It  by  a  new  purchaser,  than  it  is  customary  for  the  Church  Masters  to  demand, 

iSlaUar  cases,  in  the  Old  Church;  and  a  list  thereof  shall  be  kept  in  the  Church 

f^iHters*  Book  of  the  New  Church. 

1  In  the  buying  of  a  vacant  seat,  the  right  of  Inheritance,  as  heretofore  made 
'h  tie  Old  Church,  «hall  be  adhered  to. 

1  In  case  there  be  no  heir  to  whom  by  this  right  a  vacant  seat  would  come,  the 
flndlf  to  which  the  pew  belongs,  shall  allot  it  to  whomsoever  they  choose,  pro- 
vUtd  It  be,  if  possible,  a  member  of  the  congregation. 

1  Within  six  months  after  a  seat  becomes  vacant,  it  must  be  sold  and  paid  for; 
Mtewlse,  It  falls  to  the  Church  Masters,  who  shall  sell  it  according  to  th&  rules 
«t  tie  Old  Church. 

S.  To  avoid  the  disputes  as  to  who  has  the  right  to  dispose  of  a  vacancy  in  a 
■cw  belonging  to  one  family,  it  is  here  declared  to  be  the  Head  thereof,  whether 
lither  or  Mother.  But  if  the  pew  belong  to  different  persons,  not  of  the  same 
tunlly,  the  Head  of  the  relations  of  the  deceased  owner  of  the  vacant  place,  shall 
dispose  of  It,  according  to  Articles  two  and  three,  above. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters  to   Archangel,    Curacoa,   Raritan,  and   Milstone,    (now 

Harlingen.) 

1731,  May  7tli.  The  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  read  many 
Jetters,  drawn  up  by  them  in  compliance  with  resolution  of  Classis 
«8  follows :  one  to  Rev.  Heidegger,  minister  at  Archangel ;  one 
to  Rev.  Rasvelt,  minister  on  Curacoa,  in  reply  to  a  letter  written 
ky  him  informing  us  about  the  condition  of  the  church  there ;  one 
to  the  representatives  of  the  complaining  members  at  Raritan ; 
5ne  to  the  consistory  of  the  same  place;  and  finally  one  to  the 
luthorized  representatives  of  Milstone,  (now  Harlingen.)  In 
ill  of  these  letters  the  Classis  took  pleasure,  and  requested  the 
Deputati  to  despatch  them  at  the  earliest  opportunity,    xi.  41. 

Sending  Synodical  Acta  to  the  Colonies. 

Inasmuch  as,  according  to  previous  resolutions  of  Classis,  "  The 
ivnodical  Acta  ^'  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Cape  (of  Good  Hope)  and 
3  Xew  York;  the  Rev.  Actuary,  HouthofF,  is  authorized  to  pxo- 
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cure  two  copies  *  more  than  heretof  ore,  at  the  expense  of  dit 
Olassis.     xi.  41. 

Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  Raritan,  May  7, 

•    1731.     xxix.  60.     No.  13. 

Worthy  Sirs  and  Brethren: —  ] 

Your  letter,  dated  February  26,  1730,  duly  arrived.  Witk 
sorrow  and  profound  sympathy  we  learn  from  it  that  it  has 
pleased  Gk)d,  the  Sovereign  Ruler,  to  visit  Rev.  Friedlin^uyzen 
very  severely;  that  he  has  been  for  a  long  time  unable  to  pc^  \ 
form  the  duties  of  the  holy  ministry ;  yet  that  he  was,  at  your  writ-  ] 
ing,  a  little  better ;  and  hopes  arise  of  his  recovery.  May  the 
Lord,  with  whom  all  things  are  possible,  command  that  the  re- 
covery be  complete. 

You  express  your  fear  that  the  discontented  brethren  may  take 
undue  advantage  of  this,  and  boast  that  this  misfortune  of  hia, 
is  their  victory.  We  cannot  tell  whether  your  fear  is  well-founded 
or  not.  This  would  be  not  only  improper,  but  greatly  to  our  80^ 
row,  if  we  should  hear  of  such  a  thing ;  but  we  will  not  anticipate 
it ;  and,  as  yet,  we  have  no  reason  to  imagine  it  of  them. 

We  confess  that  we  are  very  sorry  to  learn  that  the  alienations 
in  your  congregation  have  not  yet  been  removed ;  that  reconcilia- 
tion and  peace  have  not  yet  been  restored,  according  to  our  kind 
counsels  for  peace.  It  greatly  grieves  us  that  all  our  attempts  to 
this  end  have  been  fruitless.  It  does  not  plainly  appear  who  is 
most  to  blame  for  this ;  but  we  have  reason  to  think  that  PEACE, 
the  very  glory  of  Christianity,  has  not  been  considered  sufficiently 
precious  on  either  side,  nor  sought  for  with  all  the  heart.  Dear 
Brethren,  follow  after  peace.      Let  the  well-being  of  the  church, 

•  These  copies  were  always  In  manuscript,  and  new  copies  had  to  be  transcribed 
for  each  field  to  which  they  were  sent.  Many  duplicate  copies  of  each  year  are 
now  to  be  found  In  the  Ecclesiastical  Archives  at  Amsterdam  and  the  Haffne.  as 
well  as  elsewhere.    A  complete  set  ought  to  be  secured  for  New  York. 
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bidi  is  its  peace^  enter  your  hearts,  in  true  brotherly  love.  To 
(lis  end,  manifest  all  forbearance  with  one  another,  which  is  very 
lecessary  in  the  seeking  for  and  the  preservation  of  peace.  We 
pray  for  this.  We  admonish  you  to  this  with  all  kindness  of 
heart,  as  we  have  also  admonished  those  whom  you  call  ^'  the  dis- 
contented." 

You  are  probably  aware  that  these  discontented  ones  have  been 
cherishing  an  intention,  and  have  made  a  proposal  to  the  Bev. 
Claads,  to  unite  with  the  people  of  Milston  (Harlingen)  to  call 
i  pastor  and  teacher,  through  certain  members  of  our  Classis,  au- 
tiborized  by  them  for  this  object  Such  are  the  sad  results  of  di- 
Tuions  and  bitterness.  But  the  Bev.  Classis,  hoping  that  recon- 
ciliation may  yet  be  effected,  through  the  influence  of  Qod^B  grace, 
lutt  not  been  willing  to  consent  to  this  proposal.  For  obvious  rea- 
9m,  it  puts  aside  the  proposition,  especially  anticipating  the  evil 
consequences  which  might  result  therefrom. 

The  Classis  has,  however,  carefully  considered  the  desire  of 
tbese  discontented  ones  to  be  released  from  their  excommunication, 
and  to  be  readmitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  sacraments.  We 
judge  that  it  is  time  to  receive  them  back  again,  since  they  show 
such  a  strong  and  persistent  desire.  They  have  also  sought  to  fol- 
low the  counsel  of  peace  of  the  Bev.  Classis,  and  have  taken  many 
steps  to  this  end.  These  things  induce  the  Classis  to  release  them 
from  excommunication,  in  the  expectation  that  you  will  thus  con- 
lider  them,  and  that  you  will  re-admit  them  to  the  use  of  the 
lacraments. 

The  Bev.  Classis  has  learned  with  sorrow  that  you  assume  many 
iberties  in  your  church  in  regard  to  Church  Discipline,  the  Lit- 
irgy,  and  the  Administration  of  the  Sacraments.  It  is  said  that 
rou  depart  from  the  Netherlands  Church-Order;  that  you  have 
iven  received  an  English  dissenter,  as  a  Secundus  to  Bev.  Frie- 
inghuyzen,  and  have  permitted  him  to  carry  on  the  services  ac- 
cording to  his  manner.  This  does  not  agree  with  Dutch  Church- 
"irdeTf  and  is  contrary  to  your  obligations,  to  the  adopted  For- 
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mulas  of  Unity,  as  well  as  to  your  special  duties.  But  the 
Classis  requests  further  information  from  you  as  to  this  matterj 
whether  it  is  as  reported,  or  what  has  given  occasion  to  the  i^j 
port  Such  circumstances  make  the  Classis  fearful  of  a  dedim] 
in  the  Cfhurch ;  which  may  God  forbid.  Therefore  we  not  on^f j 
request  you,  but  we  counsel  and  admonish  you,  yea,  we  beseech 
you  in  all  love,  and  most  earnestly,  to  place  things  back  on  tlieir 
old  basis,  and  to  allow  yourselves  to  be  governed  in  all  things  m- 
cording  to  the  received  Dutch  Church-Order.  This  is  for  tlie 
edification  of  the  congregation,  the  love  of  peace  for  Zion,  and  her 
welfare.    You  own  sense  of  duty  should  incite  you  to  this. 

Further  brethren,  let  all  uncharitableness  and  bitterness  be 
put  far  from  you,  and  show  yourselves  examples  of  charity  and 
peace.  May  the  All-sufficient  Qod  influence  you  thereto  by  his 
Spirit,  and  pour  out  upon  you,  and  your  families,  and  serviees, 
all  grace  and  blessedness.  We  are,  and  shall  always  try  to  show 
that  we  are, 

Worthy  Sirs  and  Brethren, 

Your  servants  to  command,  and  brethren  seeking  your  wel- 
fare. The  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     In  the  name  of  all, 

John  Theodore  Vischer,  Ecc.  Amst  et  Dep. 

ad  res  exteras,  h.  t.  Praeses. 
J.  ISToordbeek,  Ecc.  Amst.  et  Dep.  ad  res 

exteras,  h.  t.  Scriba. 
May  7,  1731. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Complainants  against  Frelinghuy- 

sen,  May  7,  1731.    xxix.  71.    Xo.  14. 

To  the  Complainants  in  the  Church  of  Raretans : 
Worthy  and  dear  Brethren :  — 

Your  letter  of  April  6th,  1730,  we  have  received.    In  this  you 
make  reply  to  two  letters  which  the  Classis  had  written  to  you. 
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Fe  notice  therein  an  account  of  what  took  place  in  connection 
the  dosing,  re-opening  and  re-occnpancy  of  the  church,  in 
^'artiieh  the  congr^ation  was  accustomed  to  assemble.  The  circum* 
are  distressing,  showing  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  bitter- 
of  feeling.  This  grieves  us.  We  find  also  in  your  letter  an 
tpology  for  our  complaint,  that  you  did  not  accord  to  the  Classis 
"fte  title  of  Competent  Judge.  You  aver  that  you  never  intended 
tDflay  or  do  anything  in  opposition  to  our  High  Classical  Bights. 
Indiis  declaration  the  Classis  is  satisfied  and  rests,  as  she  cannot 
doubt  the  truth  of  your  assertion ;  especially  since,  in  the  sequel 
you  give  frank  assurances  of  your  reverence  for,  and  submission 
Id  the  Classis. 

We  rejoice  that  you  were  willing  to  take  the  advice  of  Classis 
towards  reconciliation  and  peace;  but  we  learned  to  our  sorrow, 
tbt  the  efforts  for  the  restoration  of  peace  were  fruitless.     You 
UBert  that  the  peace  of  God's  Church  rests  on  your  hearts,  and 
that  it  is  very  grievous  to  you  to  be  cast  out  of  the  conmiunion  of 
the  church,  and  to  be  deprived  of  the  use  of  the  sacraments.    Your 
declaration  pleases  us ;  but  we  would  have  been  still  more  pleased 
if  our  loving  counsel  to  you,  to  be  reconciled  with  the  Rev.  Freling- 
hnysen  and  his  Consistory,  had  been  actually  accomplished.    Then 
it  would  have  been  perfectly  evident  to  us  that  peace  and  love 
dwelt  in  your  hearts.    We  do  not  wish  to  deny  that  we  have  gladly 
seen,  from  the  five  documents  sent  to  us,  that  you  have  done  your 
part  in  seeking  the  restoration  of  peace  with  Eev.  Frelinghuysen ; 
yet  it  seems  to  us  the  reconciliation  could  have  been  effected,  if  it 
had  been  sought  with  all  the  heart ;  and  if  you,  in  one  thing  and 
another,  had  been  more  yielding;  for  such  conduct  is  absolutely 
demanded  in  seeking  peace.    At  any  rate,  we  learned  to  our  sor- 
row that  negotiations  were  broken  off,  and  that  there  is  little  hope 
of  success,  while  Rev.  Frelinghuysen  is  visited  so  heavily  by  God's 
hand;  for  he  is  not  now  in  a  condition  to  treat  with  you  in  this 
matter. 

You  also  inform  us  that  you  cannot  join  yourselves  to  the 
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Ohuich  and  Omflistory  of  Sev.  FreUng^ujMO,  beoiiiie  ihej 
regard  the  Discipline,  Liturgy  and  pure  Adminiatratioii  of 
SaoramentB  of  the  Dutch  Church;  and  have  allowed  an 
diaeenter  to  officiate  in  the  serviceB.  We  must  oonfeaa  Ihaft 
conduct  Beema  odd  to  us,  and  that  it  ia  neither  oonaiateiit  with 
received  Church-Order,  nor  with  the  first  establiahment  of 
Church  among  you.  We  disapprove  of  this  action  of  admitti 
an  English  dissenter  to  the  pulpit,  to  the  neglect  of  Dutch  Chunk': 
Order,  and  the  pure  administration  of  the  SaoramentB  aoeoidnigf^ 
to  the  institution  of  Christ ;  and  we  trust  that  meh,  oonduet  buj  \ 
be  corrected.  NeverthelesB,  we  heartily  wish  that  die  reoonoifiir  ' 
tion  and  peace  had  been  effected ;  not  that  you  ahould  oonflent  to 
error,  and  become  Puritans ;  but  that  you  should  help  to  ramijf 
by  gentle  measures,  any  errors  which  have  crept  in^  and  bo  pn- 
vent  the  decline  of  the  Church.  Thus  would  you  have  dMm 
your  love  for  truth  and  peace.  Have  you  not  said,  brettiien,  Ait 
you  desired  reconciliation  and  peace  with  the  Bev.  Frdinj^nij- 
sen  f  How  then  can  you  deliberately  throw  away  every  hope  d 
unily,  by  saying  you  cannot  again  join  with  his  congregation  tnd 
Consistory  ! 

Meanwhile  Classis  has  maturely  considered  your  earnest  desiie 
to  be  released  from  your  excommunication,  and  to  be  re-admitted 
to  the  enjoyment  of  the  sacraments ;  as  well  as  your  position,  in 
connection  with  the  people  of  Milston,  (Harlingen),  to  call  t 
pastor  and  teacher,  by  authorizing  certain  members  of  our  ClaasiB 
to  do  this,  provided  the  Classis  will  assist  and  assent  to  such  a 
call.  You  also  promise  subordination  to  the  Classis  in  your  letter 
of  authorization.  This  plan  is  truly,  brethren,  a  matter  of  great 
importance,  and  it  affects  Classis  with  anxiety  and  fear. 

Our  Rev.  Assembly  has  pondered  all  these  things  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord.  Upon  the  supposition  that  your  desires  are  sincere, 
that  you  are  hungering  and  thirsting  after  the  word  of  righteous- 
ness, and  long  for  a  renewed  participation  of  the  sacraments;  the 
Classis  has  resolved  to  release  you  from  your  excommunication, 
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\fj  annulliiig  it.    This  will  admit  you  again  to  the  use  of  the  signs 

md  seals  of  the  Covenant,  according  to  jour  longings ;  and  because 

yoa  were  willing,  according  to  our  advice,  to  make  the  effort  for 

vaoonciliation  and  peace.      Concerning  this  we  will  also  write  to 

Berv.  Frielinghuysen  and  his  Consistory.      But  we  beseech  you, 

and  advise  you  most  earnestly,  to  make  no  evil  use  of  this  circum- 

itaiioe.    Do  not  boast  about  it,  thereby  taunting  and  embittering 

odiers.    Such  conduct  would  be  very  grievous  to  us,  and  followed 

bjevil  consequences;  and  destroy  all  hopes  of  peace.      May  the 

Lord  himself  guide  you  according  to  his  Covenant  ways,  enabling 

j<m  to  partake,  as  true  children  of  the  Covenant,  of  its  signs  and 

seals,  seeking  after  peace,  and  showing  love  for  the  brethren. 

Regarding  your  proposal  to  call  another  pastor,  through  cer- 
tain authorized  persons,  in  conjunction  with  others,  especially  the 
people  of  Milston,  (Harlingen),  and  that  Classis  assist  you  thereto, 
we  answer :    Our  Eev.  Assembly  has  not  seen  its  way  to  approve 
and  consent  to  this  proposal,  for  very  obvious  reasons,  which  you 
will  readily  comprehend.     You  already  belong  to  a  particular 
church,  from  which  you  have  been  excluded,  as  you  know,  and 
with  which  reconciliation  and  peace  have  not  yet  been  made. 
Consider,  brethren,  what  dangerous  consequences  would  ensue,  if 
you  were  permitted,  under  such  circumstances,  to  call  a  separate 
minister.      Would  not  such  a  precedent  originate  many  sad  and 
distressing  divisions?     Would  not  others  separate  themselves  im- 
mediately, as  soon  as  some  dissatisfaction  was  imagined,  and  set 
up  a  new  church  with  a  new  pastor?     However  much  we  might 
be  inclined  to  grant  your  desire,  this  danger  compels  Classis  not 
to  consent  to  your  request. 

We  request,  however,  some  further  information.  Will  you 
plainly  tell  us  how  the  matter  stands  with  reference  to  that  dis- 
senting ministry  ?  Did  he  preach  in  English  or  in  Dutch  ?  In 
what  particulars  were  the  Dutch  Church-Order,  the  Liturgy,  and 
the  pure  Administration  of  the  Sacraments  departed  from  ?  The 
Classis  may  further  deliberate  on  this  business  when  it  has  more 
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light    We  also  request  you  to  inform  the  people  of  Milston  (Hl^ 
lingen)  of  this  our  resolution. 

Trusting  you  will  do  this,  we  commend  you  to  Qod  and  tie 

Word  of  His  Grace.    May  the  God  of  Love  and  Peace  and  Cent 

solation,  guide  you  in  all  your  ways,  and  command  upon  you  and  ■] 

yours,  his  blessing,  even  Life  forevermore. 

We  declare  ourselves  to  be  etc.,  etc.  i 

John  Theodore  Vischer,  Ecc.  Amst.  et  Dep. 

ad  res  Exteras  Praeses. 

J.  Noordbeek,  Scriba. 
Amsterdam, 

May,  7,  1731. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  [Seceded]  Consistories  of  Kils- 
ton,  (now  Harlingen),  Old  Karetans,  North  Branch  (Beadisg- 
ton)  and  Three  Mile  Run:  (Noortbrens  en  Drie  myl  Run:) 
May  7,  1731.    xxix.  75.    No.  15. 

Worthy  Sirs  and  Brethren :  — 

We  have  learned  from  your  letter  of  April  3rd  1730,  written 
from  New  York,  of  your  associating  together,  and  your  desire  to 
be   provided  with  a   pastor  and  teacher,  through   certain  minis- 
ters in  Amsterdam,  thereto  authorized  by  you.      You   have  ad- 
dressed yourselves  also  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  on  this  same 
matter^  with   assurances  of    subordination  to  our  Classis.     You 
say  that  all  that  is  promised  in  your  letter  of  authorization  will  be 
surely  performed;  and  that  no  change  will  be  made  without  the 
approbation  of  the  Classis.      This  being  a  matter  of  much  im- 
portance, the  Classis  has  carefully  pondered  it.     And  although 
we  would  gladly  gratify  your  desire  in  this  business,  yet  we  can- 
not at  present  approve  of  it  for  very  obvious  reasons,  among  which 
are  these :  —  Such  a  precedent  might  originate  other  sad  divisions 
elsewhere.     We  have  also  writteiv  t\vQi  ^tiTCL^  \.o  \Jcv^  Co\xv\klalnants 


OF  THE  State  of  New  Tobk.        2545 

It  'RaretanSy  with  the  request  to  communicate  to  you  the  action  of 

Ciasais.    We  have  also  requested  them  to  give  us  further  informa- 

^n  on  certain  matters.    When  we  have  more  light  we  shall  take 

tbe  matter  into  further  consideration.    May  the  All-sufficient  Gk)d 

fill  you  with  all  grace ;  unite  your  hearts  in  mutual  love ;  pour 

oat  on  your  persons,  your  families  and  your  services  all  grace  and 

Uessedness.    We  are  and  shall  remain,  Worthy  Sirs  and  Brethren, 

Your  Reverences'  Brethren,  seeking  your  welfare, 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam; 

In  the  name  of  all, 

Johan  Diedrik  Visscher, 

Ecc.  Amst  et  Dep.  CI.  ad  res  Exteras, 

h.  t  Praeses. 

J.  Noordbeek,  Ecc.  Amst.  et  Dep.  CI.  ad 

res  Exteras,  h.  t.  Scriba. 
AiDsterdam,  .   .' 

May  7,  1731.  '• 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Messrs.  Knibbe  and  Wilhelm  to  the  Church  of  North  and  South 
Hampton,  Pa.  May  29,  1731.  [Masius  finally  refused  to 
come;  but  Dorsius  came.  Letter  apparently  lost,  although 
editor  has  seen  it.] 

Acts  of  the  Ci-assis  of  Amsteedam. 

Call  of  Cornelius  van  Schie. 

1781,  June  4:th.  The  Messrs.  van  de  Wal,  Hagelis,  Beels,  and 
Reytama,  authorized  by  the  church  of  Poughkeepsie  and  Fishkill 
to  make  out  a  call,  did  bring  out  a  call,  after  obtaining  permission 
from  the  Classis,  upon  Cornelius  van  Schie,  a  candidate  at  Leyden. 
He  was  brought  within  the  room,  and  asked  if  he  accepted  that 
call.  He  declared  that  he  accepted  the  same  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord,  and  was  ready  for  immediate  examination.  This  was 
granted  him.     xz.  43. 
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Examination  of  Cornelius  van  Schie. 

Cornelius  van  Schie,  a  candidate,  of  Leyden,  having  been  called 
as  minister  to  Poughkeepsie  and  Fishkill,  preached  a  short  8e^ 
mon,  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Deputatus  Synodi  Visscher,  on  t 
text  given  by  the  Examiner.     He  was  then  admitted  to  the  final 
examination.    He  so  well  satisfied  the  Assembly  by  his  ready  and 
fitting  answers,  that  they  admitted  him  to  the  Sacred  Ministiy. 
He  was  ordained  thereto  by  the  Examiner,  by  tiie  laying  on  of 
hands.     He  had  previously  repudiated  the  condemned  opinion  of 
Dr.  Bekker  and  Prof.  Roel ;  signed  the  Formulae  of  Concord,  and 
agreed  to  read  the  Forms  of  Baptism  and  of  the  Lord's  Supper, 
without  alteration ;  also  to  correspond  with  the  Classis,  and  to 
make  a  report  on  the  condition  of  his  church  immediately  after 
his  arrival. 

No  Quantur  or  gravamen  has  come  in  from  any  churches.  At 
the  next  Classis  Eev.  van  Heemstede  must  preside  ex  ordine. 
xi.  44.  i 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Certain  Ministers  in  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistories  of  Pougb- 

keepsie  and  Fishkill,  June  7,  1731. 

Eev.   Sirs  and  Brethren,  constituting  the  Eev.   Consistories  of 
Poughkeepsie  and  the  Viskil :  — 

In  accordance  with  the  power  of  Attorney  forwarded  to  us  last 
year,  for  our  obtaining  for  your  congregations  a  competent  and 
godly  minister,  we  proceeded  to  act  without  delay,  and  have  se- 
lected for  that  office  the  Eev.,  godly  and  learned  Mr.  Cornelius 
Van  Schie.     He  accepted  of  your  call  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
and  thereupon  was  examined  at  a  meeting  of  the  Classis,  held  at 
Amsterdam,  June  4th,  and  gave  great  satisfaction.     On  the  same 
day  he  was  ordained  unto  the  Holy  Ministry  and  installed  over 
your  congregations.     We  trust  that  you  and  your  churches  may 
find  him  a  suitable,  faithful  and  upright  pastor  and  teacher,  and 
one  who  will  in  all  respects  feed  tVie  ftock  oi  God. 
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>ray  that  the  Lord  may  bring  his  Eeverence  safely  to  you, 
.  the  fulness  of  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel,  and  that  through 
listry  many  souls  may  be  wrested  from  the  Eingdom  of 
md  become  united  with  our  Lord  Christ;  and  that  by  his 
the  saints  may  grow  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our 
nd  Savior  Jesus  Christ  We  commend  his  Beverence  and 
rou,  to  God  and  the  Word  of  His  Grace,  which  is  able  to 
•ou  up  and  to  give  you  an  inheritance  among  aU  them  who 
ictified. 
irend  Sirs  and  Brethren, 

Your  well-wishing  Brethren, 

H.  Van  de  Wall. 

John  Hagelis. 

Leonard  Beels. 

Tiberius  Eeytsma, 
dam, 

7,  1731. 

[r.  Poyee  to  the  Seceetaey  of  Society  fob  Pbopagat- 

iNo  THE  Gospel. 

Jamaica,  June  IGtIi,  1781. 

r: —  By  this  opportunity,  I  beg  leave  humbly  to  represent  to  my  Honorable 
the  Venerable  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  In  Foreign  Parts,  that 
^en  their  Missionary  here  twenty  one  years,  &  may  without  Incurring  the 
n  of  boasting  say  that  my  diligence  In  the  discharge  of  my  functions  has 
e  Inferior  to  any;  I  pray  God  to  give  a  blessing  to  the  seed  sown;  but  so 

besides  the  great  and  almost  continual  contentions  that  I  hare  struggled 
longst  the  Independents  In  this  Parish,  having  had  several  law  suits  with 
'ore  I  could  have  the  Salary  which  the  Country  has  settled  upon  the 
of  the  Church  of  England;  several  other  law  suits  for  some  Glebe  lands 
•  have  lost;  and  at  last  even  the  Church  Itself,  of  which  we  had  the  pos- 
irenty  five  years  Is  taken  from  us  by  a  trial  at  law,  (with  what  justice  I 
tend  to  say);  tho'  I  say  I  have  endeavored  as  patiently  as  I  could  to  bear 
all  these  trials,  besides  the  loss  of  two  Wives  &  Several  children,  yet  the 
I  of  old  age  bear  very  hard  upon  me.  Insomuch  that  I  find  myself  almost 

officiate  at  the  three  towns  of  Jamaica,  Newtown  and  Flushing  as  I  have 
done,  and  which  Is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  minister  of  the  Parish 

ent  of  these  are  therefore  to  beg  that  my  distressed  state  and  condition 
lid  before  the  Venerable  Society,  and  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  permit 
It  my  Mission  and  to  return  to  Great  Britain,  as  being  for  the  reasons 
B  not  capable  of  bearing  such  fatigues,  and  discharging  my  duty,  as  I 
e  for  so  many  years  In  this  place.  I  humbly  beg  of  my  most  honored 
0  consider  my  case  &  circumstances  &  I  remain  etc. 

Thos.  Poyer. 
—  Doc.  Hist  N.  T.  Vo\.  VW.  v.  "VEft. 
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June  28,  1731.     Rev.  Colgai^s  Application  to  bb  Sent  to 

Episcopal  Church  op  Jamaica,  L.  L 

"  The  Bey.  Mr.  Colgan  acquainted  this  Board,  that  he  had  been  Informed  then 
woQld  be  a  yacancy  in  the  parish  of  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  and  that  he  Intended  ti 
apply  to  the  Society  for  leaye  to  remove  there;  and  also  presented  to  the  Yestiyt  ■ 
Certiflcate  or  Testimonial  of  his  Behavior,  which  was  read  in  the  words  foUowtaf 
to  Witt:  We  the  Rector,  Chorch  Ward^is  and  Vestrj  of  Trinity  Chnreh  in  New 
York,  being  acquainted  with  Rev.  Mr.  Colgan,  that  he  designed  to  apply  to  tbe 
Honorable  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  parts,  tor  a  n* 
moval  from  the  Mission  he  now  supply s  in  this  city  to  one  In  the  country;  tUak 
ourselves  on  this  occasion  obliged  to  do  his  Character  that  justice  as  to  say,  for 
the  time  he  hath  lived  among  us,  which  is  near  Ave  years,  he  has  behaved  lilinfett 
in  all  respects  as  become  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ;  In  his  life  and  Osi- 
versa t ion  being  grave  and  sober,  and  exemplary  in  the  discharge  of  the  datiei  U 
his  holy  function,  faithful,  diligent  and  industrious;  which  we  hope  wlU  reeommeod 
him  to  the  favor  and  esteem  of  others,  and  especially  to  the  Honorable  Sodetj 
before  mentioned  '*.—  Records  of  Trinity  Church,  i.  leo.    Dix*s  Hist.  L  206. 

RIP  VAN  DAM,  ACTING-GO VEENOR,  July  30,  1731-1733. 
[Governor  John  Montgomerie,  died  June  30,  1731.] 

Ci-Assis  OF  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  Peter  Van  Driessen  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  July 

2,  1731. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  '\  Vol.  i. 

Albany,  July  2,  1731. 

To  the  Messrs.  Paulus  Steenwinkel,  Johannes  Vander  Hagen  and 
Gerardus  Puppius  Houdius: 

Vevy  Reverend  and  Prudent  Sirs: — 

With  all  deference  I  take  the  liberty  to  give  you  an  account 
of  my  labors  in  the  Gospel,  having  spent  twenty  years  now  in 
instructing  the  Indians  (besides  laboring  in  my  charge  at  Al- 
bany.) Two  of  my  predecessors,  Revs.  Godfridus  Dellius  and 
Johannes  Lydius,  both  now  deceased,  also  labored  in  their  behalf, 
and  made  a  good  beginning.  The  tribe  which,  at  my  arrival,  fur- 
nished the  material  for  the  great  number  of  converts,  has  now 
been  altogether  Christianized  for  these  thirteen  years,  (or  since 
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ri8.)    But  as  a  second  tribe,  living  but  a  few  days  journey  fur- 
lieT  on,  cast  their  eyes  upon  this  first  tribe,  being  accustomed  to 
lint  them  at  their  castles  in  order  to  hear  the  news  from  Albany; 
ftie  tribe  first  alluded  to,  would  at  such  times  tell  them  how  I 
instracted  them  in  the  Catechism,  and  how  they  joined  with  us 
fa  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper.    At  first,  indeed,  the  most 
(d  them  only  scofFed  and  ridiculed  them;  but  afterwards,  as  they 
tontinaed  to  visit  them  from  time  to  time,  they  began  to  express 
their  wonder  and  astonishment,  and  came  occasionally,  in  com- 
pany with  the  others,  to  listen  to  our  teaching,  and  to  witness  the 
eelebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper.     At  last  the  Spirit  of  Christ 
wrought  upon  them  with  such  power  and  with  such  results,  that 
now  and  for  some  years  past,  two  thirds  of  that  more  distant  tribe, 
lave  enlisted  under  the  banner  of  Christianity;  and  the  number 
of  the  converts  is  still  increasing.     The  fact  that  Albany  is  the 
place  of  Conference  for  all  the  governments  on  this  continent  of 
America,  where  the  several  Governors  in  the  Name  of  the  King, 
make  treaties  with  the  Indians,  and  from  time  to  time,  renew 
them  or  confirm  them,  is  a  great  means  of  promoting  the  Gospel 
among  them. 

On  the  arrival  here  I  was  advised  to  apply  to  the  Rev.  Society, 
("  The  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts  ",  of 
London,  founded  in  1702),  for  the  same  amount  of  salary  which 
my  predecessors  had  received;  for  the  trouble  and  expense  of  a 
house  often  filled  with  such  people  (as  these  Lidians),  were  very 
great;    and^  the  times  of   their  coming   became  more    frequent. 
However,  being  then  favored  with  a  good  salary  by  my  own  con- 
gregation, (of  Albany),  and  having  at  that  time  no  family,  and 
not  anticipating  the  consequences,  I  only  thanked  them  for  their 
kindness,  but  declined  the  suggestion.    I  did  this  especially  that 
I  might  remain  independent  in  my  rights  as  a  Dutch  Minister, 
(by   not   bringing    himself    under   obligations    to    that    English 
Society). 

Their  Excellencies,  Robert  Hunter  and  William  Burnet,  suc- 
cessively becoming  acquainted  with  mj  services  and  \\ie  cx^«t\fift 
Bvolved,  offered  personally  to  recommend  me  to  the  aa\d  §>oc^fiX.^^ 
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but  this  I  always  declined.    The  present  Governor,  (John)  Mont- 
gomerie,  cherishing  the  same  kindness,  very  generously  approved 
the  proposition,  made  by  certain  proselytes  on  the  23pd  of  May 
last,  (1730),  requesting  from  his  Excellency,  his  Majesty's  Let- 
ters Patent;  as  they  desired  to  make  me  a  present  of  some  acres 
of  land  for  a  country  house.     When  they  came  back  they  in- 
formed me  of  what  they  had  done.     They  also  requested  me  to 
build  a  church  near  each  of  their  castles,  and  visit  these  places 
from  time  to  time,  and  administer  the  Holy  Service.    This  they 
wanted,  because  the  aged  and  infirm  (Indians)  could  not  come 
any  longer  to  Albany;  although  before,  these  same  had  repeatedly 
appeared  there   on   crutches,   in   order   to   enjoy   the   religions 
services. 

Now  the  discretion  of  your  Eev.  Body  will  readily  understand, 
that  I  ought  not  any  longer,  alone^  to  bear  all  these  expenses  out 
of  my  own  means.  My  family  is  now  large,  and  the  expense  of  j 
living  is  here  very  great.  It  is  not  becoming  to  the  true  spirit 
of  Christianity  that  I  should  bear  them  alone.  I  have  already 
labored  here,  out  of  love,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  I  hope 
by  God's  favor  to  continue  here  all  the  rest  of  my  life.  But  this 
matter  of  expenses  has  now  become  one  of  earnest  consideration 
to  me. 

I  would  have  written  directly  to  the  Deputies  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, but  I  have  not  the  honor  to  know  the  names  of  those  now 
in  office.  I  therefore  respectfully  request  your  Reverences  to 
recommend  these  suggestions  to  the  wisdom  and  kindness  of  the 
Very  Learned  and  llev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  I  send  herewith 
my  little  Catechetical  book  upon  the  first  twenty  two  Lord's  Days 
of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism.  I  hope  it  may  meet  with  your  kind 
approbation. 

May  the  Lord  crown  your  persons,  ser\4ces  and  families  with 
all  the  blessings  of  his  grace. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant  in  Christ, 

Petrus  Van  Driessen. 
Albany, 

July,  2, 1Y31. 
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Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  July  31-Aug.  9,  1731. 

Art.  33.    Classical  Changes. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Rev.  Gerrit  Hagoord,  [Haegoort] 
ICnister  sent  to  Freehold  and  Middletown  in  New  Netherland, 
Ordained  April  2;  and  Rev.  Joh.  Guilhelmus  Keslius,  ordained 
pud  gone  as  minister  to  Surinam.  Rev.  Cor.  Van  Schie  called  to 
Wew  Netherland.    (Poughkeepsie). 

1731,  Aug.-Nov. —  Great  Epidemic  in  New  York. 

Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 

August  12,  1731. 

Consistory  held,  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  It  was  Resolved,  That  as  domine  Du  Bois,  according  to  the 
order  of  Consistory,  has  for  some  time  past,  on  account  of  domine 
BoePs  indisposition^  preached  on  Sunday  morning  in  the  one 
ehorch,  and  in  the  afternoon  in  the  other;  therefore  now,  since 
the  recovery  of  domine  Boel,  each  minister  shall  preach  morning 
tnd  afternoon,  in  the  same  church  in  which  his  turn  shall  be, 
according  to  the  order  pursued  from  the  beginning,  until  domine 
Boel  became  sick. 

2.  That  the  bells  of  both  the  churches  on  Sunday  forenoon  and 
afternoon,  shall  ring  together,  at  the  first,  second  and  third  ring- 
ing; that  is  the  last  morning  ringing  shall  be  precisely  half-past 
ten,  and  the  last  afternoon  ringing  at  precisely  half -past  three. 

3.  That  for  this  time,  no  invitation  to  the  Lord's  Supper  shall 

«  made  at  the  house. 

G.  Du  Bois,  Loco  Praeses. 

Do.  Boel  not  being  present  because 

still  somewhat  indisposed. 

Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Sept.  1,  1731. 

Consistory  held,  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  It  was  unanimously  Resolved,  That  a  written  request  be 
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presented  to  Mr.  Eip  Van  Dam,  president,  for  an  am^idment  top 
our  OTTARTER,  after  it  shall  be  shown  what  defects  it  now  hii^ 
and  what  further  privileges  the  present  state  of  the  Chmd 
demands. 

2.  Domine  Du  Bois  and  domine  Boel,  with  Messrs.  J.  Eruger 
and  H.  Vander  Spiegel  are  appointed  on  this  matter,  with  antlKV* 
ity  to  consult  with  Mr.  Alexander  as  counsel  and  such  other  per 
sons  in  or  out  of  the  Consistory  as  they  may  see  fit. 

3.  That  they  inform  the  Consistory,  at  convenient  times,  of 
their  doings  so  far  as  may  be  necessary,  and  especially  to  report 
the  request  in  writing,  so  that  it  may  be  made  to  express  their 
exact  meaning. 

4.  These  ministers  and  elders  are  hereby  fully  empowered  for 
this  business,  and  all  that  belongs  to  its  execution. 

G.  DuBois,  p.  t.  Praeses, 

Classis  of  Amstebdam. 
Correspondence  from  America. 
Rev.  Peter  Van  Driessen  to  Mauritius  Gromme,  Sept.  12,  1731. 

Portf  oUo  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i. 

Addressed: 

Rev.   Pions  and  Highly  Learned,  Mr.  Maarltlas  Gromme,   Faithful  Minister  of 
the  Holy  Gospel  at  The  Hague: 

Per  Address  Henry  and  Jacob  Van  Eibergen,  by  whom  there  is  opportunity  to 
send  reply  in  14/d. 

Albany,  Sept.  12,  173L 

Mr.  Mauritius  Gromme,  Highly  Rev.  Sir:— With  all  submission  I  take  the  liberty 
to  declare  to  you  my  position  in  the  Gospel.    Two  of  my  predeceasors.  The  Bers. 
Godfrey  Dellius  and  John  Lydius,   having  made  converts  among  the  nelghborinf 
heathen  nation,  (tribe  of  Mohawk  Indians),  they  requested  me  on  my  arrival  in 
the  year  1712,  to  continue  the  exercises  of  instructing  them  in  the  principles  of  the 
Christian  faith.    This  duty  I  accepted  with  pleasure.    And  by  God's  pitying  grace, 
the  blessed  results  were  such,  that  in  a  few  years  that  entire  nation  (tribe)  wu 
incorporated  in  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  (lit.  in  our  Christendom).    They  were  then 
made  by  God's  all-directing  hand,  the  instrumentality  by  which   a  second  chief 
nation,  (another  tribe  of  The  Five  Nations),  located  a  few  (Dutch)  miles  farther 
up  the  country  (farther  west  on  the  Mohawk)  has  alsoy  in  the  main,   submitted 
themselves  to  the  obedience  of  the  faith,  to  the  Lord  of  Salvation,  even  Christ 

Now  for  these  my  laborious  and  precious  (or  expensive)  services,  poor  though  they 
have  been,  but  voluntary,  their  Excellencies,  the  Governors,  Robert  Hunter, 
(1710-19),  William  Burnet,  (1720-28)  and  John  Montgomery,  (1728-81)  have  offered, 
from  time  to  time,  to  recommend  me  to  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  of  London,  but  I 
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«l7  declined  the  offer.     And  altbongh  the  Sachems  of  these  two  nations  In 
last,  (1781),  in  the  presence  of  the  English  preacher  here,  (  )  at  the 

val  of  thefr  treaty  with  onr  Grown,  declared  their  seal  and  affection  toward 
and  requested  in  my  behalf,  from  his  Excellency,  John  Montgomery,  the  King's 
cnt  for  a  few  acres  of  land,  which  they  had  bestowed  upon  me  for  a  place  of 
iperatlon:  yet,  at  the  same  time,  they  asked  me  to  bnild  for  them  a  church  at 
h  station,  and  to  come  there,  and  myself  preach  to  them. 

a  considering  tills  matter,  and  remembering  that  I  haye  already  served  them 
itaitonsly  for  a  long  time,  and  am  eyen  now  compelled  to  incur  heavy  expenses 
ife  my  ability,  therefore  I  do,  by  these  presence,  request  your  assistance  therein; 
It  yon  would  induce  the  High  Rev.  Classis  of  the  Hague,  by  your  recommenda- 
a,  to  bestow  some  support  thereto,  and  to  place  such  funds  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
!ttr  de  Wolf,  merchant  at  Amsterdam,  for  this  object. 

After  wishing  every  blessing  for  soul  and  body,  upon  yourself  and  family,  as  well 
I  tor  your  office,  I  remain. 

Very  Reverend  Sir, 

Tour  servant, 

Peter  Van  Driessen. 

P.  8.  My  location  contributes  not  a  little  to  this  my  success  in  the  Gospel; 
umoch  as  It  is  the  rendes-vous  not  only  of  your  Governors,  but  also  of  all  those 
I  the  whole  continent  of  North  America,  who  desire  to  hold  Conference  with  the 
etthen  Nations,  (The  Five  Indians  of  Central  New  York.)  Perhaps  there  will  be 
ud  some  private  individuals,  (particuliere)  who  will  not  be  uninclined  to  help 
the  spreading  of  the  Light  of  Zion  in  that  thick  darkness.  On  every  occasion 
toie  two  nations  come  to  our  Communion,  accompanied  with  a  multitude  of 
techumens. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  in  America. 

The  Complainants  to  Rev.  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen,  etc., 

September  18,  1731. 

aclosure  A;  with  the  Letter  of  the  Consistory  of  Earitan,  to 

the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

(Port-f oKo  "  New  York  ",  VoL  i.) 

Theodore  Jacobus  Frellnghuysen,  Minister  at  Raritan,  etc.    These  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

telln^huysen: — Inasmuch  as  we  have  delivered  the  letter,  written  during  the 
•cut  year  by  the  High  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  and  addressed  to  your  Con- 
ory,  to  them,  and  they,  last  month  delivered  the  same  to  yourself:  we,  therefore, 
r  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you,  that  the  High  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
letter  to  us,  dated  May  S,  1731,  makes  a  declaration  in  regard  to  the  letters 
iianged  between  you  and  us  in  the  year  1729.  They  say  that  they  perceive 
refrom,  with  pleasure,  that  we  had  taken  pains  to  restore  the  peace  with  you. 
»refore  they  have  released  us  from  the  Ban,  and  they  do  nullify  the  same.  They 
rcaa  the  wish  that  we,  as  true  members  of  the  Covenant,  do  use  again  the  signs 
.  seals  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace. 

'vrthermore,  the  Rev.  Classis  writes  us,  that  they  altogether  disapprove  of  your 
tslstory  departing  from  the  Dutch  Church-Order,  by  admitting  an  English  dia* 
fear  to  the  sacred  ministry  in  the  Raritan  church;  that  this  is  not  in  harmony 
h  the  accepted  Church-Order,  nor  with  the  first  Constitution  of  the  churches 
mg  w;  and  that  this  must  be  speedily  remedied.    Indeed  the  High  Rev.  Classis 
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In  no  wise  desires  that  we  should  agree  to  these  departures;  but  that  we  sboaH 
aid,  in  the  best  manner  possible  to  remedy  the  mistakes  which  have  crept  In,  U 
the  decline  of  the  churches;  and  that  we  must  thus  show,  that  we  with  aU  sar 
hearts  love  the  truth,  and  remain  in  the  love  of  the  same,  and  that  we  lore  peae& 

In  addition,  the  Rev.  Classis  also  informs  us  tliat  they  Ixare  written  to  you  sad 
your  Consistory  about  this.  Unto  this  end  we  do  now  make  this  request  of  yot, 
at  their  order:  That,  as  soon  as  possible  you  and  your  Consistory,  do  completHf 
submit  yourselves  to  the  decision  of  the  Classis,  which  decision  has  now  been  man  ^ 
fully  confirmed.  We  have  before  done  this  with  all  our  heart,  for  the  sake  «f  --> 
peace;  and  we  again  profess  the  same  by  these  presents. 

Hitherto  we  have  waited  in  vain  for  your  reply  to  our  letter  to  you  of  June  Mt 
1729.  This  letter  has  now  been  accepted  by  the  Rey.  Classis.  Be  pleased,  tbat- 
fore,  to  let  us  hare  a  brief  written  reply  as  to  your  determinations;  for  we  thall 
write  again  at  the  first  opportunity  to  the  High  Rev.  Classis.  We  are,  with 
determination  to  be  subordinate  to  their  High  Reyerences,  unto  the  welfare  of  the 
church,  Tour  willing,  etc., 

Peter  Dumont  Henry  Vroom 

Simon  Wyckof  Daniel  Sebering. 

Raritan,  Sept.  18,  1731. 

No.  23.  Received  Sept.  20,  a.  c.  (Anno  currente.) 


Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Consistory  of  Navesink  to  Revs.  Van  de  Wall,  Vos,  Beeb 
and  Reitsma,  September  28,  1731.    Rotterdam. 

(Portfolio,  New  York,  Vol.  i.) 

Freehold,  September  28,  1731. 

Rev.  and  our  Much-Esteemed  and  Beloved  Sirs,  Ministers  of  the 
Holy  Gospel  at  Amsterdam, 

The  Revs.  Ilarmanus  Van  de  Wall,  Henry  Vos,  Leonard  Beels, 
Tiberius  Reitsma, 

Dear  Sirs: — We  doubt  not  but  that  our  well  intended  com- 
munication, expressing  our  respects  and  gratitude,  will  reach  you 
safely.     We,  your  humble  servants,  desire  to  inform  you  of  the 
safe  arrival  of  the  minister  whom  you  sent  us.     Gerardus  Haeg- 
hoort,  with  his  wife  and  his  wife's  mother,  arrived  in  this  country, 
all  in  good  health.    They  landed  in  New  York  on  July  24,  (1731), 
and  were   kindly  welcomed    by  Rev.  Gualterus    Du    Bois,  who 
showed  them  every  token  of  friendship.     The  Lord  be  thanked 
for  this  great  benefit  and  blessing,  as  well  as  for  His  faithfulness 
that  He  has  so  graciously  preserved  our  minister  and  his  agreeable 
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rife  and  mother  from  the  dangerous  perils  of  the  raging  sea,  and 
■labled  them  to  reach  these  shores  in  good  health. 

On  the  third  of  August^  just  at  sunrise,  he  landed  at  our  place, 
^Aiere  he  belongs,  and  was  received  with  much  friendliness  and 
j*y  by  the  brethren  and  sisters  of  the  church,  who  were  waiting 
lor  him  on  the  shore.    Since  then  he  has  well  demeaned  himself, 
:  m  has  also  the  juffvrouw  (the  Madam).     She  has,  indeed,  con- 
Ineted  herself  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  the  greatest  satisfac- 
tion to  all  the  brethren  and  sisters  of  our  church.    Our  minister 
ilso,  Gerardus  Haagoord  has  given  great  satisfaction  ever  since 
liifl  instaUation  over  our  church  as  our  regular  pastor  and  teacher; 
tnd  especially  in  his  preaching  and  the  other  duties  which  belong 
to  the  Ministry  of  the  Holy  Gospel. 

For  these  reasons  we  find  ourselves  obliged,  as  in  duty  bound, 

first,  to  thank  God  the  Lord  for  all  his  great  blessings  to  us;  and 

secondly,  for  this  great  benefit  bestowed  upon  us  —  providing  us, 

tfter  long  waiting^  with  an  intelligent,  able,  and  to  all  appearances, 

a  faithful  and  pious  pastor.    We  trust  the  Lord  will  spare  him, 

and  give  him  a  long  life  among  us,  to  the  glory  of  his  Name,  and 

the  general  edification  of  us  all.    This  being  the  case,  we,  your 

humble  servants,  find  ourselves  bound  to  thank  you  also,  next  to 

God,  for  the  courtesy  and  care  which  you  still  show  for  the  wel- 

fire  of  our  Keformed  Churches  here  in  New  Netherland;  in  that 

you  think  of  us  over  here,  and  are  still  providing  us  with  pious 

pastors  and  teachers. 

Herewith  we  conclude.  We  remain  profoundly  grateful  to  you, 
Highly  Esteemed  Sirs,  for  the  care  you  have  shown  for  our  wel- 
fare. We  therefore,  your  humble  servants,  wish  you  all  pros- 
[)erity  and  blessing.  May  the  Lord  give  you  his  blessing,  favor 
ind  grace,  and  grant  you  a  long  life  and  a  happy  end. 

We  remain,  with  all  respect.  Your  obedient  servants.  The  Con- 
dstory  of  the  Navesinks,  In  the  Name  of  all, 

Mert  Willemse, 
John  Kouwenhoven. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
To  write  to  New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 

1731,  Oct,  1st.  Rev.  Classis  resolved  that  the  Messrs.  Depntiti 
ad  res  Exteras  shall  write  to  the  ministers  of  New  Yoik;  also  to 
the  Rev.  Boehm  and  Rev.  Weyss,  in  order  to  obtain  informatioai 
whether  Rev.  Weys  has  yet  returned  with  the  donation  givon  him 
here  for  the  erection  of  a  church  in  Pennsylvania;  and  fnrthei^ 
in  what  condition  the  church  in  that  place  finds  itself,    xi.  58. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  United  Churches  of  the  Raritan  District  to  the  SSgUy 
Reverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  2,  1731.  [See  P.  S. 
March  23,  1732.] 

(Port-foUo,  "  New  York/'  Vol  i.—  Extracts  in  VoL  xxii:  220-7.) 

Bererend  and  Highly  Learned  Gentlemen,  and  Highly  Bsteemed  Brethren  of  tte 
Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam: — 

Tonr  letter  of  May  of  this  year  (1731)  came  duly  to  hand.    We  Inform  you,  li 
the  first  place,  that  our  pastor,  by  God's  faror,  was  some  time  ago  restored  to 
health,  and  has  again  exercised  his  sacred  ministry  for  more  than  a  year.    In  the 
second  place,  we  thank  you  for  your  cordial  admonitions.     If  you  were  presest 
among  us,  you  would  understand  that,  not  the  disaffected,  but  we  onrselyes  an 
inclined  to  follow  up  your  peace-counsels,  as  you  may  obserre  from  the  endoiarei 
herewith.    And  we  are  also  still  willing  to  regard  the  disaffected  ones  aa  relieTcd 
(of  the  ban)  if  they  will  acknowledge  the  doctrines  which  are  taught  among  iti 
and  which  are  really  the  Reformed  Doctrines,  as  orthodox;  and  if  they  will  Join 
themselves  again  to  us.    This  is  also  your  own  object.    But  what  their  object  li 
you  may  perceive  from  their  own  writings.     It  grieves  us  that  you  are  so  milled; 
for  we  here  take  no  more  liberties  regarding  discipline,  the  liturgy,  and  the  Hdy 
Sacraments,  than  are  permitted  by  God's  Word  and  our  Church-Order.    The  Sacra- 
ments are  administered  here  as  in  other  churches,  except  that  the  Supper  Is  par- 
taken of  here  standing;  while  in  other  churches  the  members  are  seated.    But  it 
was  thus  done  before  our  present  pastor  came  here;  and  his  own  preference  Is  for 
the  members  to  be  seated. 

We  trust  also  that  you  will  allow  him,  in  the  use  of  the  various  Forms,  as  mnck 
liberty  as  other  ministers  take.  We  do  not  think  that  yon  would  want  to  hind 
him  alone  like  a  child  in  his  abc-s,  to  the  very  words  of  the  Forms  at  all  times; 
for  then  he  would  sometimes  make  himself  ridiculous.  For  instance,  should  he 
perform  marriage  for  a  maiden  woman  or  a  widow  of  sixty  or  more  yearB»  aa  does 
sometimes  happen,  and  he  should  use  the  exact  words  of  the  Form,  and  speak  of 
the  getting  of  children. 

For  surely  you  well  know,  as  it  is  also  shown  by  Messrs.  Freeman  and  Band- 
voort,  that  there  is  not  one  minister  to  be  found  In  this  land,  who  obsenres  strictly 
all  the  Articles  of  the  Church-Order.  Now  the  same  penalty  that  yoa  Impose  aa 
others  we  shall  also  willingly  submit  to  ourselves.    If  our  pastor  hsd  dsiit  la  iM 
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isr«satloii  of  •ome  <»e  else,  what  Bey.  Coens  has  done  here,  and  It  still  doing, 
t  would  mupend  him.  If  not  depose  him.  For  Millstone  Is  not  a  definite  locality 
Itaelf,  trat  It  is  a  rlyer,  scattered  along  whose  banks,  onr  people  live. 
kB  to  the  English  dissenter:  [Bey.  Gilbert  Tennent:]  He  Is  not  snch  a  one  as 
IV  letter  makes  him  out,  to  speak  gently.  For  he  was  called  mainly  by  the 
■gllsh  here,  and  for  the  English.  Our  pastor  at  first  was  rather  against  It  than 
V IL  BImon  Wykhoff  himself  had  a  share  In  calling  him.  This  was  done  without 
Mht;  In  the  hope  that  he  would  be  against  us.  That  some  of  our  adherents  also 
Im  calling  him,  against  the  dissuasion  of  our  pastor,  was  intended,  as  they 
to  help  the  English;  for  they  were  here  as  sheep  gone  astray.  His 
are  quite  apart  from  ours.  He  preaches  also  In  only  one  of  our  churches 
It  is  not  our  turn  to  be  there;  and  that  only  by  permission.  But  this,  of 
does  not  infiuence  the  disaffected  ones,  for  they  gaye  nothing  towards  the 
of  those  churches.  And  It  Is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  Bey.  (Joseph) 
is  also  a  dissenter,  for  he  belongs  to  the  same  Classls  (Presbytery)  and 
Iriod  as  tills  other  dissenter;  and  as  a  member,  helped  to  ordain  him,  by  the 
liyiag  on  of  hands.  He  has  now,  for  seyeral  years,  ministered  to  both  Dutch  and 
lifUsh  on  the  Nayeslnks.  He  baptized  many  children  here,  before  our  pastor 
VMinghnysen)  came,  and  nobody  speaks  a  word  against  him.  Bey.  (Gilbert) 
Snaet  is  a  Presbyterian,  and  they  are  surely  orthodox.  And  ought  we  to  oppose 
nd  persecute  English  Presbyterians  In  an  English  country.  God  preserye  us  from 
iMsg  sol  For  haye  they  not,  eyen  in  England  and  Ireland,  freedom  of  conscience 
lid  of  worship?  That  some  of  our  adherents  attend  his  serylces  and  help  support 
te,  we  neither  can,  nor  ought  we  to  forbid.  But  howeyer  that  may  be,  it  can  be 
•rrily  no  juat  reason  for  dissatisfaction  among  the  Complainants  against  us,  nor 
Vght  they  to  accuse  us  on  that  account  before  the  Bey.  Classls.  We  trust  that 
M  will  take  notice  from  this,  how  they  who  stand  by  those  who  are  disaffected 
>wuds  ns,  mislead  you. 

We  beg  yon  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  Judge  both  them  and  us,  their  letters  and 
Hi,  impartially.  We  assure  you  that  we  haye  acted  leniently  with  them.  The 
eqslrement  which  you  ordered  in  your  first  letter,  which  was  written  by  Messrs. 
!.  Honthoff  and  John  Bakker,  with  reference  to  both  us  and  them,  was  read  to 
ken;  with  the  offer  of  letting  them  read  the  same  themselyes.  We  Informed  them 
kit  we  willingly  submitted  ourselyes  to  your  requirements.  And  we  still  are 
alag  onr  utmost  toward  the  establishment  of  peace.  For  you  may  well  think, 
lit  aside  from  the  obligations  resting  apon  us,  the  troubles  and  unrest  distress  us. 
One  other  thing  we  ask  of  you.  If  it  should  please  you  to  write  to  us  again, 
U]  yon  kindly  address  the  letters  to  Mr.  Matthew  Clarkson,  Merchant  in  New 
irk.  For  our  letters  are  always  delayed,  before  they  come  into  our  hands. 
len  we  are  accused  of  haying  kept  them  secret. 

If  we  cannot  effect  peace  through  our  own  efforts,  we  shall  choose  Impartial 
rsonn.  We  cannot  yet  report  to  you  concerning  this,  as  the  majority  liye  here 
r  apart  and  scattered.  We  trust  howeyer,  on  our  part  to  be  always  peacefully 
dined,  and  well-disposed.  It  Is  our  prayer  and  wish  that  the  Most  High  will  be 
•ned  to  crown  your  ministry,  persons  and  families,  with  His  layish  blessings. 
We  remain.  Bey.  and  Highly-Learned  Sirs,  Tour  willing  servants  and  Brethren, 
e  Conalatory  of  the  United  Churches  of  Baritan.  In  the  name  of  all, 

T.  J.  Frelinghuysen, 
Cornelius  Bennet, 
Albert  Voorhees, 
ritan,  William  Wlllemse, 

October  2.  1781.  John  van  Dyck. 

Bee  Postscript  of  March  23,  1732.    Letter,  long  delayed.] 

subches  of  poughkeepsie  and  fishkill,  n.  y.     domine 

Van  Schie.     Oct.  4,  1731. 

jt.  After  calling  on  God's  name,  consistory  meeting  is  ogaln  held  with  the  con- 
tortea  of  Poughkeepsle  and  the  Flshklll,  ond  then  all  the  articles  made  in  the 
Tlona  meeting  of  the  80th  of  September  last  are  confirmed. 
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2nd.   Thereon  the  reckoning  of  expense  Incurred  In  the  coming  orer  of  tht 
Van  Bchie  with  his  wife  is  taken  up  and  was  fully  acquiesced  In,  with 
resolution  that  the  same  be  copied  in  both  the  church  books  of  Poughkeepde  ail 
the  Fishkill,  with  written  approyal  signed  by  both  consistories. 

8rd.  In  order  that  Dominie  Van  Schie  may  have  perfect  freedom  In  cboodng  ffel 
place  most  agreeable  to  him  at  Poughkeepsle  and  the  Fishklll,  all  the  conslstortil 
hare  declared  that,  whenever  Dominie  Van  Schie  makes  his  choice^  thcj  wUi 
perfect  content  shall  consent  to  the  same  and  shall  fully  acquiesce  therein. 

4th.  Whenever  Dominie  Van  Schie  shall  have  chosen  to  reside  at  Ponghkeeprii 
or  at  the  Fishklll,  there  where  he  chooses  to  lire,  both  oongregattons  togeCta 
(each  bearing  the  half  of  the  expense)  shall  buy  six  acres,  build  a  hooM^  ail 
make  a  garden,  and  plant  an  orchard,  in  accordance  with  the  stipulations  on  tkMt 
points  contained  in  the  power  of  attorney  call. 

&th.  In  case  it  may  come  to  pass  at  any  time  after  both  the  congTefatloM  iC 
Poughkeepsle  and  the  Fishklll  shall  together  have  bought  six  acres  at  the  plass 
where  Domine  Van  Schie  shall  have  chosen  to  reside,  and  there  shall  have  bent  • 
house  and  made  a  garden  and  planted  an  orchard,  that  the  two  congregatloiis  sfeal 
ecclesiastically  separate  from  each  other  that  each  may  have  a  preacher  fbr  Itstlt 
then  shall  the  six  acres,  house,  garden  and  orchard  be  appraised  by  four  Impartld 
men,  (and  the  said  four  shall  have  power  to  choose  a  fifth)  and  the  congregatloe  it 
the  place  where  the  preacher  shall  have  resided  shall  honestly  give  the  just  kitf 
of  the  sum  for  which  all  the  aforesaid  was  appraised  to  the  congregation  In  whki 
no  preacher's  house  was  built  with  the  coming  of  Domine  Van  Schie  Subscribed. 

All  this  was  done  at  the  place  and  times  aforenamed  in  the  presence  o<  Donlii 
G.  Do  Bois,  as  we,  the  undersigned  testify.  J 

Cornelius  Van  SeUe.      '\ 
Pieter   Parmentier,    Pieter   Du    Boys,    Johannes    Van    Kleeck,    Abraham  Bofi^ 

hli 
Laurens     Van    Kleeck,     Abraham     Brinkerhoff,     Hendrick     X     PlkllUlii 

his  mark 

Myndert    X    Van  De  Bogaart. 
mark 
—  History  of  the  First  Reformed  Church  of  Poughkeepsle.  pp.  44,  45. 


Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  in  America. 

The  Consistory  of  the  Raritan  Congregations  to  the 

Complainants,  Oct.  6,  1731. 

Enclosure  B;  with  the  letter  from  the  Consistory  of  Raritan,  to 

the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

(Port-foUo  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i.) 

For  Peter  du  Mont.  Simon  Wyckof,  Henry  Vrooni,  at  Raritan. 

Letter  B. 

Sirs: — Inasmuch  as  you  aBked  of  us  a  speedy  and  written  reply  to  your  letter  of 
September  18,  1731,  we  have  used  all  diligence,  to  show  our  readiness  for  peace,  or 
for  business  tending  toward  peace;  and  to  satisfy  you  In  this  respect. 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  know  then  that  we  are  willing  to  submit  ourselves  to  the 
decision  of  Rev.  Classis.  But  inasmuch  as,  according  to  your  explanation  of  the 
Classical  letter  to  you.  It  does  not  in  all  respects  seem  well  to  agree  with  their 
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,  It  would  be  best,  according  to  our  way  of  thinking,  that  these  two 
lid  be  brought  together.  Thus  could  we  the  better  understand  the 
Inlon  and  object  of  the  Rev.  Classls. 

^8  not  appear  to  us,  either  from  the  previous  letter,  or  from  the  present 
i  Rey.  Classls  to  us,  that  they  really  consider  the  ban  executed  against 
al;  or  that  they  nullify  It  as  such,  as  you  Imagine;  but  they  only  say 
elease  yon,  on  account  of  your  persistent  longing  and  heartfelt  desire 
per,  and  your  diligent  employment  of  eyery  means  in  behalf  of  peace; 
rer  else  there  may  be  of  this  character.  If  these  feelings  are  really  In 
I,  they  will  not  forsake  you.  But  how  is  it  that  we  see  no  fruits 
:  rather  the  contrary.  Because,  as  yon  say,  the  Rey.  Classls  has  been 
elease  yon  from  the  Ban,  you  ask  us  to  consider  you  as  so  released, 
e  we  are  aware  of  the  loye  of  i>eace  of  the  Rev.  Classls,  and  of  their 
e  offer  to  subject  ourselves  to  its  pious  judgment;  therefore,  we  do  not 
wise  to  antagonize  their  action  in  this  business.  But  Inasmuch  as  the 
I  has  not  in  view  so  much  your  release  from  the  Ban,  as  reunion  and 
en  ourselves  and  yon:  therefore,  we  think  that  you  as  well  as  ourselves, 
«vor  to  comply  with  the  view  of  Classls;  and  you  should  regard  and 
Reformed  doctrine  as  taught  among  us  by  Rev.  Frlllnghuysen  as 
Dd  Join  yourselves  again  with  us,  with  proper  subjection  to  the  regula- 
r  church.  Therewith,  for  the  present,  we  will  hold  ourselves  content, 
IS  to  satisfy  the  decision  of  Classls. 

id  also,  that  by  these  presents,  we  also  promise  you  that  we  will 
preserve  pure  among  us,  as  also  we  are  in  duty  bound,  the  true  Re- 
trine,  agreeably  to,  and  in  accordance  with  the  Dutch  Church-Order. 
t>e  done  in  all  particulars,  so  far  as  is  possible  In  this  land,  for  the 
Ifare  and  edification  of  the  church. 

tills  you  can  well  perceive  our  object,  as  well  as  our  readiness  for 
conclude  herewith,  hoping  that  the  God  of  peace  will  pacify  us.    We 
:  by  these  lines,  and  for  the  same  reasons  mentioned  in  your  letter,  a 
r  and  an  amicable  account  of  your  sentiments  in  this  connection. 
le  Consistory  of  the  Four  United  Churches  at  Raritan. 

By  and  in  the  name  of  all, 

T.  J.  Frclinghuysen? 

Mynne,  Van  Voorhees,      Elder 

Abraham   Ouke,  Elder 

6.  178L 

Agrees  with  the  original. 

G.  du  Bols, 
V.  Antonides, 
Henry  Boel. 

Classis  OF  Amsterdam. 

\.cts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

f  Amsterdam  to  the  Ministers  in  Xew  York,  October  19, 
1731.    xxix.  86.    No.  16. 

jnd,  Godly  and  Learned  Gentlemen, 

jloved  Brethren: — 

.ve  received  no  letter  from  you  during  this  year.  Wo 
b  the  reason  for  this.  We  doubt  not  you  received  the 
the  Deputati  ad  res  exteras,  written  in  December  1730, 
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together  with  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod.    The  Kev.  Claesis  charges 
us  not  only  to  send  you,  as  well  as  the  other  churches  in  tbat 
region,  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  1731,  as  we  do  by  this  present; 
but  also  to  request  you  to  inform  us,  as  soon  as  possible,  whether 
there  is  any  certain  information  of  the  arrival  of  Rev.  Weiss  in 
his  congregation  in  Pennsylvania.    He  was  in  Holland  with  a  rep* 
resentative  of  the  church  of  Schipback,  (Reiff),  and  collected  some 
funds  here,  and  took  them  Avith  him  to  Pennsylvania,  as  you  were 
informed  in  the  last  letter.    Since  then  the  dassis  has  received 
neither  report  nor  letter  from  him.    This  appears  strange  to  imbj 
of  us,  as  we  cannot  imagine  the  reason  for  it.    It  would  be  agree- 
able if  you  could  give  us  any  information. 

We  have  nothing  more  to  mention,  except  that,  by  God's  favor, 
the  Church  of  Christ  is  at  peace.  May  Jehovah  Grod  favor  you  in 
the  very  important  work  of  your  ministry  with  all  desirable  blese- 
ings  and  with  his  precious  grace. 

J.  Bekker,  Dep.  CI.  Amst.  ad  res  Exteras. 
Amsterdam, 

October  19,  1731. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  George  M.  Weiss,  of  Penn- 
sylvania.   October  19,  1731.    xxix  87.    No.  17. 

Reverend  Sir  and  Brother: — 

The  Rev.  Classis  is  greatly  astonished  that  hitherto,  since  your 
departure,  no  tidings  have  reached  us  of  your  arrival  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  among  your  congregation;  nor  in  what  manner  the 
funds  which  were  placed  in  your  keeping,  have  been  used  for  the 
benefit  of  the  churches  over  there.  Therefore  the  Rev.  Classis 
has  directed  us  to  infonn  you  of  their  astonishment  and  anxiety, 
and  earnestly  and  kindly  to  request  you,  as  we  do  by  these  pres- 
ents, that  you  will  please  neglect  the  matter  no  longer;  but  at 
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le  very  earliest  opportunity,  inform  ns,  by  letter,  of  your  con- 
ition,  and  what  has  been  done  with  those  funds,  and  what  is 
iie  condition  of  the  churches  in  those  regions.  Meantime  we  be- 
nech  and  admonish  you  to  promote  peace  and  love  with  Rev. 
Boehm,  about  which  we  have  also  written  him.  To  these,  we 
farther  refer  ourselves,  expecting  that  you  have  also  read  them, 
flr  have  understood  their  contents,  and  that  you  will  inform  us 
ind  Bev.  Boehm  of  all  matters. 

We  heartily  wish  you  God^s  enlightening,  sanctifying  and  com- 
forting grace,  and  that  the  God  of  love  and  peace  may  be  fully 
irith  you,  and  prosper  your  way  and  work  in  every  manner. 

In  the  name  of  all, 

J.  Bekker,  Dep.  Classis  Amst.  ad  res  Extents. 
Amsterdam, 

October  19, 1731. 

Tbinity  Chukch,  New  Yobk. 

Trinltj  Charch  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel,  Oct.  80,  1731. 

Oo  tlie  death  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hoddlestone,  it  was  ordered  bj  the  Vestrj, 
That  Mr.  Vesej,  the  Church  Wardens,  Mr.  LiTingston  and  Mr.  Chambers,  be  a 
committee  to  prepare  an  humble  address  to  the  Venerable  Society  for  propagating 
Uie  Gospell  in  foreign  parts,  that  thej  will  favourablj  be  pleased  to  appoint  Mr. 
Tbomaa  Noxon  their  schoolmaster  in  this  city,  and  to  continue  their  salary  for 
that  purpose.  And  the  said  Mr.  Noxon  having  undertaken  that  the  office  of  Clerk 
to  the  Church  shall  be  ofliciated  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Vestry,  he  is  thereupon 
ippointed  and  chosen  Clerk  accordingly.  This  address  was  drawn  up,  and  signed, 
a  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

New  York,  the  30th  of  October,  1731. 
tererend  Sir: 

It  having  pleased  Allmighty  God  to  take  unto  himself  Mr.  Thomas  Huddlestone, 
to  Society's  Schoolmaster,  in  this  city,  wee,  the  Rector,  Church  Wardens,  and 
ettry  of  Trinity  Church,  most  humbly  entreat  that  Venerable  Body  to  continue 
lat  charity,  which  has  hitherto  been  of  great  use  and  service  to  the  poor  children 
*  this  place,  as  well  as  a  nursery  to  our  Infant  Church,  in  bringing  up  and  in- 
ructing  them  in  the  principles  of  our  Most  Holy  Religion;  and  if  the  Society 
oald  be  favourably  pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  Thomas  Noxon,  of  this  city,  in  that 
Bee,  we  should  esteem  it  a  singular  favour,  he  having  been  for  many  years  past 
Ad  still  Is)  one  of  our  Vestry,  a  person  of  exemplary  piety  and  vertue,  and 
•tnunental  in  bringing  several  persons  to  our  Communion,  and  one  whom  we 
grsoade  ourselves  will  discharge  that  duty  with  the  utmost  diligence  and  faith- 
ilnesfl. 

Sir,  we  conceive  it  necessary  to  acquaint  you,  we  are  informed  the  Widdow 
oddlestone,  mother  to  the  deceased,  immediately  after  her  son's  death  got  an 
Idreat  drawn  up  to  the  Honorable  Society,  in  order  to  have  the  school  and  their 
mntj  eonferred  on  her;  and  as  she  or  her  daughter  carried  the  same  about,  they 
Kt  acTtfal  Inhabitants  of  this  city  to  sign  the  same  in  her  favour,  some  of  them, 
I  W9  beltere,  induced  thereto  by  meer  compassion,  and  others  not  only  by  that. 
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but  also  belleying  It  was  approved  of  and  conntenanced  by  as;  and  this  addieti 
expect  will  be  transmitted  you  by  this  or  the  next  conyeyance.  In  which,  bad 
been  offered  to  us,   we  would  readily  and  heartily  have  joined,  could  we 
thonght  Mrs.  Huddlestone,  in  her  advanced  years,  a  persoo  proper  or  capable 
discharge  a  trust  or  duty  of  such  great  importance  both  to  the  City  and  Chnrelu 

But  as  we  cannot  recommend  her  as  such,  yet  we  humbly  beg  leave  to 
her  and  her  poor  family  to  the  Venerable  Society,  as  objects  worthy  of 
charity,   both  husband  and  son  having  been  faithfull  servants  to   them  in  tto 
discharge  of  their  respective  dnties. 
We  are  Reverend  Sir, 

Your  most  obliged  and  most  humble  servants. 
—  Berrian's  History  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York.  pp.  50,  CO. 


Rev.  Mb.  Campbell  to  the  Secbetaby  of  the  Society  tqh 

Pbopagating  the  Gospel, 

New  York,  November  Srd,  17SL 

Bev.  Sir:  Mr.  Poyer  is  a  much  better  man  and  Christian  tfeu 

himself  (Mr.  Vesey  Is  referred  to)  he  endeavors  to  remove  from  his  Misslos  ii 
Jamaica;  he  is  a  Grandson  of  Coll.  Poyer  who  died  in  the  gallant  defence  of  Pcb- 
broke  Castle  in  the  time  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  which  alone  I  hope  will  recommcid 
him  to  the  favor  and  protection  of  the  sensible  and  generous  Dr.  Hnmphicys;  ke 
is  a  good  natured,  honest  man,  and  is  beneficent  to  his  neighbors,  which  I  take  to 
be  qualities  superior  to  any  Mr.  Vesey  is  possessed  of;  He  has  prevailed  with  Mr. 
Poyer  to  send  a  letter  home  desiring  to  be  recalled,  which  would  infallibly  roln  tiw 
poor  Gentleman  and  his  numerous  family.  Therefore  I  entreat  yon  to  take  cue 
that  the  Society's  answer  may  entirely  leave  it  at  his  own  choice;  whether  to  |0 
home  or  not;  this  I  write  at  the  desire  of  his  best  friends. 

The  secret  of  this  is  that  Mr.  Vesey  wants  to  get  quit  of  Mr.  Colgan,  and  leiiid 
him  to  Jamaica,  tho  he  must  needs  be  sensible  that  Mr.  Poyer  will  be  mined.  If 

he  goes  home  or  leaves  his  Mission 

—  Doc.  Hist.  N.   Y.   Vol.  ill.  p.  189. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsteedam. 

Letter  from  Eev.  Peter  van  Driessen. 

1731,  Dec.  18th.  A  letter  arriver  also  from  R^v.  Pet^r  Tan 
Driessen,  minister  at  New  Albany,  together  with  a  treatise  (pam- 
phlet) on  the  first  twenty  two  Lord's  days  of  our  Catechism. 
The  examination  of  the  contests  of  the  one  as  well  as  the  other, 
was  referred  to  Eev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras.    xi.  62. 

Dutch  Church  of  New  Yobk. 

New  York,  Dec.  20,  1731. 

Consistory  held,  after  calling  on  God's  name.  Time  when  the 
Deacons  give  in  their  account.    It  was  unanimously  Resolved, 
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1.  Tliat  the  yearly  salary  of  Jan  Van  Aamheim,  as  f  oresinger 
i  the  New  Church,  on  Sundays,  and  at  all  other  usual  times,  ac- 
sding  to  the  pious  custom  of  the  Bef  ormed  Church,  shall,  dur- 
ing his  faithful  service,  be  £12,  10s.  New  York  currency. 
'  8.  Aarend  Van  Hoek  shall  be  appointed  sexton  of  the  New 
Biarch;  and  also  not  only  bell-ringer  of  religious  meetings  there, 
lit  also  to  keep  the  church  clean,  and  as  free  from  noise  as  possi- 
le;  to  open  and  close  it  seasonably,  the  inner  or  outer  doors  as 
ty  be  required;  and  further,  to  obey  all  orders  of  the  Consistory 
general,  and  the  Church  Masters  in  particular;  for  which,  so 
Qg  as  he  serves  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Consistory,  he  shall 
ceive  £10.  New  York  currency.  The  second  year  of  service  of 
ith  Van  Aamheim  and  Van  Hoek,  shall  commence  from  the  6th 
;  December  last. 

Meanwhile,  as  Aarent  Van  Hoek  was  appointed  by  some  of  the 
(habitants  of  this  city  to  ring  the  bell  of  the  New  Church,  he 
lall  thereon  act  and  receive  payment  just  as  Jan  Mantaque  did, 
ccording  to  the  rules  laid  down. 

3.  Jan  Mantaque  and  Aarend  Van  Hoek  shall  each  receive  a 
•resent  of  £3.  for  their  extra  services  in  the  year  past. 

4.  After  the  roof  of  the  Old  Church  is  glazed,  the  Church 
fa8ters  shall  see  that  the  Old  Church  is  furnished  with  a  new 
oof,  provided  the  direction  thereof  is  left  entirely  to  their  folks. 

5.  Since  many  in  the  Old  Church,  both  men  and  women,  com- 
plain that  they  are  compelled  to  sit  too  close  to  each  other;  there- 
ore,  whenever  a  place  in  any  bench  or  pew  comes  back  to  the 
Ihurch,  either  by  death  or  removal  of  the  owner,  or  in  any  other 
ay;  then  at  the  request  of  those  who  belong  to  that  bench  or 
nv,  the  vacant  seat  shall  not  be  sold  to  any  one  else;  yet  not 
ore  than  one  such  seat  shall  be  done  away  with,  in  such  bench 

pew. 

lib.  B.  101. 

LTSL    Sngllih  language  onlj  to  be  used,  henceforth.  In  all  Courts  of  Justice.— 
Dsos  of  New  York;  Col.  Docts.  N.  T.  t.  921;  Doc.  mst.  N.  T.  1.  471. 
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Classis  of  Amstebdam. 
Correspondence  from  America. 

Key.  B.  Erickson  to  the  Key.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Jannaiy 

13,  1732. 

(Port-folio  "  New  York  '\  Vol.  L) 
Extracts  in  Vol.  xxii.  210-211. 

Reverend,   yery-Learned  and  Pious   Gentlemen  and  Brethren  In  Chriat:— Jfllij 
yan  Driesaen  aometime  ago  arrived  at  Albanj.    Hla  traits  of  character  are  as  wilj 
known  to  jou  as  to  as.     Neyertheless,  Peter  yan  Drlessen,  hla  brother,  wha  lij 
minister  at  Albany,  put  him  in  his  palpit  to  condnct  public  services,  although  lij 
had  never  been  promoted  (to  the  ministry.)  and  had  not  even  a  certificate  of 
bership  in  our  Church.    Subsequently  at  the  suggestion  of  his  brotlier,  he  wtatlij 
the  Independents  in  New  England  (at  New  Haven)  to  receive  ordination  at  iMk] 
hands.     Having  secured  this,  he  was  installed  by  his  brother*   the  wiaUtm  rf{ 
Albany,  as  pastor  of  two  places,  called  Kinderhook  and  Glavenck.    But  than  i 
gregations  belong  to  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 

Meanwhile,  although  these  two  churches  had  been  commended  to  hit  eait 
supervision  by  his  brother,   he  could  not  content  himself  with   them.    Bt 
needs  run  up  and  down  the  river  from  Albany,  to  seduce  away.  If 
other  congregations.    Among  others,  he  is  now  busy  at  Kingston,  In  the 
tlon  of  Domine  yas,  and  is  causing  there  a  great  division  and  schlam,  as 
under  his  own  signature. 

We  accordingly  hope  and  expect  that  you  will  show  that  you  take  to  heart  tke 
general  wclf<ire,  as  well  as  the  rest  and  the  peace  of  Christ's  Church  In  the* 
distant  regions.  We  think  that  one  blessed  method  for  preventing  any  more  cm* 
gregations  from  being  seduced,  in  their  simplicity,  by  him,  and  for  promoting  tkt 
quiet  of  the  churches,  would  be,  for  the  High  Rev.  Classis  to  indicate  in  a  letttf, 
as  speedily  as  practicable,  written  In  such  Dutch  that  plain  men  can  undentaad 
it  that  his  ordination  (from  New  England)  gives  him  no  lawful  right  to  occupy  tht 
minister's  office  in  our  ohnrch.  And  let  It  also  show  how  far  his  Brother,  Peter  Tts  ^ 
Driesaen,  has  exceeded  bis  power  in  this  matter,  and  how  we  are,  therefore,  tt  ' 
regard  him.  We  also  greatly  desire  and  need  a  certified  statement  from  the  HIgk 
Rev.  CInssis,  regarding  that  false  certificate  from  Professor  Driessen;  wherewltk 
he,  (John  yan  Driessen)  appeared  before  the  Rev.  Classis;  as  also  regarding  hli 
further  conduct  as  well-known  to  you.  But  all  of  this  makes  him  totally  unflt  to 
enter  the  ministry. 

Herewith  we  conclude,  in  the  hopes  that  the  Rev.  Gentlemen  and  Brethren  will 

take  to  heart  the  welfare  and  the  quietness  of  Christ's  Church  in  these  far  (M 

regions;  and  that  they  will  comply  with   this,   our  request.     Praying  for  all  real 

prosperity  upon  the  distinguished  Classical  Assembly. 

Reverend  Sirs  and  Brethren, 

Your  well-wishing  Servant  and  Brother  in  Christ, 

Relnhart  Erickson, 

Minister  at  Schenectadj. 

In  confirmation  of  the  above  writing,  signed  with  my  own  hand. 

Peter  Vas, 

Minister  at  Kingftoa. 
Kingston. 

January  13,  1732. 
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Gbants  of  TiATn>. 

f 

i     1T32.     Coldeii*8  Report  on  Lands  In  New  York.     Consequences  of  large  grants. 
■nch  grants.    (Implied  reference  to  Rey.  Dellius.) 

KEVIVAI.S,  1732-1742. 

New  York,  November  8rd,  1781. 

Tbe  Great  Awakening.  See  Tracey's  Hist,  of  Alexander's  Lop;  College,  wltb 
Aeeonnts  of  the  RerlTals. —  Mnrphy's  Presbytery  of  the  Log  College,  (also  con- 
ttlnliig  accounts  of  the  RerlTals. —  Lives  of  whltefleld. —  Demarest's  Life  of  Fre- 


.Rev.  Alex.  Campbell  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for 

Propagating  the  Gospel. 

■ 

New  York  January  25th  1731  (O.  S.)  1732. 

Mr:    About  ten  dayes  ago  died  the  Rev.  Mr.  Poyer  Missionary  at  Jamaica  on 
laland.    The  Presbyterians  by  the  sly  tricks  &  quirks  of  the  common  Law. 
the  Church,  the  Parsonage  house  &  lands,  into  their  possession,  &  now  they 
leaolTed  to  deprive  the  next  Missionary  of  sixty  pounds  currency  settled  as  a 
fiMiljr  Salary  by  an  Act  of  Assembly.    The  next  Missionary  may  depend  upon  it, 
etther  engage  in  a  law  suit  against  the  Dissenters  or  throw  up  the  Salary 
mentioned;  and  if  he  is  not  a  man  of  tolerable  good  sense  and  resolution, 
win  get  his  Salary  also  into  their  possession  and  that  Mission  will  be  entirely 
I  tiiank  God  I  am  very  well  beloved  by  all  the  Gentlemen  of  sense,  honor 
Md  TtrCne  in  this  Province,  &  if  the  Honorable  Society  will  be  pleased  to  nominate 
WM  MM  Mlaalonary  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Poyer,  By  the  assistance  of  God,  the  merit 
«f  a  good  cause,  &  a  faithful  application,  no  doubt  but  that  I  shall  be  able  to 
«btaUi  the  continuation  of  the  Salary  to  the  Missionary  of  Jamaica,  and  perhaptr 
teeoTcr  what  is  already  lost,  notwithstanding  the  number,  cunning  and  power  of 
•V  ftdTersarles;  this  I  leave  to  the  consideration  of  the  Society,  &  hope  they  will 
tftter  remove  me  to  Jamaica,  or  by  a  yearly  bounty  put  me  on  an  equal  footing 
with  my  neighbouring  Missionaries,  which  I  am  persuaded  will  be  thought  both  a 
modest  and  n  reasonable  request.     Be  so  good  as  to  lay  this  before  the  Society  at 
their  next  meeting,  which  will  add  very  much  to  your  former  favors  of  this  kind. 

I  am  etc. 

Alex  Campbell. 
—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  ill.  p.  190. 

From  Minutes  of  the  Classis  of  the  Hague,  Vol.  iv.  380. 

Regular  Classis,  held  February  4,  1732. 
President,  Rev.  Pama;  Clerk,  Rev.  Manger. 

After  the  name  of  the  Lord  had  been  invoked  by  Rev.  Does- 
I/erg:  1.  Rev.  Wittebol  laid  upon  the  table  a  letter,  in  regard 
to  a  request  for  a  subsidy  (subsidie)  for  Peter  van  Driessen,  in 
consideration  of  expenses  incurred  in  behalf  of  the  church  of  Al- 
bany in  America.     This  had  been  addressed  some  time  ago  to 
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Mr.  Gromme^  and  was  handed  over  by  liis  children,  after  his  de- 
cease, to  Rev.  Wittebol.  The  Rev.  dassis  referred  this  affair  \» 
him,  with  his  fellow  Deputies,  to  deliberate  thereon  and  to  ad- 
dress the  writer  as  may  seem  proper. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  in  America. 

The  Complainants  to  Rev.  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen,  Feb.  7, 1732. 

(Enclosure,  with  the  letter  of  the  Raritan  Complainants,  to  the 

Classis  of  Amsterdam.) 

(Port-folio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i.) 

To  Theodorns  Jacobus  FriUnghuysen  and  his  Consistory  at  Six  Mile  Ron;  witli  the 
otiier  enclosure:  Letter  C.    (Same  as  A?) 

Domine  Frelinghnysen  and  his  Consistory:— Yonr  letter  of  October  8,  wtt 
handed  to  ns  on  October  17.  It  expresses  the  desire  that  the  letter  of  Olaali 
written  to  ns,  be  laid  by  the  side  of  the  one  written  to  yon.  In  our  last  to  yoOt  !^ 
we  communicated,  not  the  general  declaration  but  the  very  words  themselffik  of  i 
the  Rer.  Classis  to  us,  so  far  as  these  related  to  you  and  us;  and  these  akme  tre  4 
to  the  point  Just  here.  Our  yiews  on  —  whether  the  ban  was  really  illegal  or  not—  0 
we  hare  already  expressed  in  our  letters  to  you  in  the  year  1729.  | 

Now  the  Rev.  Classis  has  taken  pleasure  in  this,  namely  they  hare  declared  that 
they  have  released  us  from  the  ban,  and  nullifled  it.  If  this  is  not  yet  evident  to 
you,  we  cannot  help  it.  Nevertheless,  since  this  has  been  settled  by  the  Ref. 
Classis,  we  must  each  of  us  abide  thereby.  The  Rev.  Classis  desires,  not  that  yoo 
should  release  us,  but  that  you  should  consider  us  as  already  released;  and  thiX 
each  of  us  now  should  diligently  employ  every  means  toward  peace.  Therefore 
nothing  more  is  now  required  of  us.  Whatever  else  your  letter  happens  to 
enumerate,  as,  for  example,  to  acknowledge  your  Reformed  Doctrine  as  orthodox; 
upon  this  we  have  already  expressed  ourselves  to  you  In  our  letter  of  the  yetr 
1729.  In  reference  to  this,  the  Rev.  Classis  writes  to  us,  that  it  is  satlafled.  There- 
fore beyond  this,  there  is  nothing  more  now  to  demand  of  us. 

This  then  is  the  last  thing  that  we,  according  to  the  proposition  of  the  Classis 
can  do;  to  offer  you  once  more  peace  and  reunion.  In  order,  therefore,  that  each 
of  us  may  be  properly  reconciled  —  for  with  all  our  hearts  we  are  in  favor  of 
truth  and  peace  —  we  amicably  propose  to  you  these  several  conditions  for  our 
mutual  reconciliation. 

That  you  should,  without  that  stipulation  which  was  in  your  letter,  (of  April  19. 
1729?),  comply  with  the  Holland  Church-Order,  together  with  ns,  in  respect  to 
every  part;  because  this  is  altogether  for  the  quiet  and  edification  of  the  churcb. 
And  also,  in  compliance  with  the  Classical  deliverance: 

1.  That  you  do  recognize  us  as  released  from  the  Ban;  and  that  you  recognise  ub 
and  the  others  who  stand  with  us,  as  church-members,  and  that  you  treat  us  as 
such,  etc. 

2.  And,  in  accordance  with  the  letter  of  Classis,  that  you  restore  everything,  in 
reference  to  doctrine,  discipline,  and  the  administration  of  the  sacred  Seals  of  the 
Covenant,  to  their  old  footing,  according  to  the  accepted  Dutch  Church-ordinances. 

3.  And,  inasmuch  as  the  Rev.  ClasBls  also  strongly  urges  us  to  do  our  best  for 
peace,  it  Is  therefore  necessary,  that  in  order  to  avoid  all  one-sidedness,  that  we 
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.«  cteh  fide  labor  unltedlyt  and  In  an  ecclesiastical  manner,  to  effect  snch  restora- 

[;ta.    To  tlila  end  we  propose,  that  the  entire  present  Baling  Consistory  of  Rey. 

IMblgliiiyMn,  in  a  friendly  spirit,  resign  their  respective  offices  heretofore  retained: 

cn 

i.  That  at  the  first  opportunity  an  entirely  new  Consistory  be  chosen,  the  one 
\mU  by  the  present  Ruling  Consistory  of  Rev.  Frillnghuysen,  and  the  other  half 
\if  08  the  aathorlzed  Committee  (of  the  Complainants.)  and 

&  That  then,  these  newly  elected  members  be  published  in  the  church;  and 
after  being  Installed,  that  they  do  Join  themselves  in  simplicity  of  heart  with  Rev. 
Ikllbighuysen,  as  the  one  Consistory,  unto  the  full  restoration  of  peace,  and  to 
IRvent  the  farther  decline  of  the  churches,  etc.  And  this  will  be  also  unto  the 
totber  preservation  of  the  pure  Doctrine  and  Discipline,  according  to  the  Dutch 
Brformed  Chnrch-Order,  In  all  its  parts;  as  well  as  In  compliance  with  the  express 
viMng  of  the  Rev.  Classis  both  to  you  and  to  us.  In  regard  to  that  English 
tecnter.     (Tennent?) 

6L  That  If  hereafter,  which  may  God  graciously  forbid,  any  dispute  should  arise 
tarang  ns,  in  the  Consistory  or  In  the  congregation,  which  cannot  be  settled  by 
the  COnslBtory,  In  accordance  with  the  Church-Orders: 

Such  dispute  shall  be  left  not  only  to  our  own  Preacher  or  Preachers,  but  to  the 
eoQDsel  and  decision  of  all  the  Dutch  Reformed  Ministers  of  this  land,  or  at  least 
to  Ave  of  the  same;  and  these  must  be  such  as  correspond  in  orthodoxy  to  the 
High  Reverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  who  continue  jointly  and  separately,  in 
abordination  to  the  Classis  in  ail  Church  matters.  This  is  to  prevent  all  novel 
Cftiangementa  among  the  Dutch  Reformed  churches  in  these  regions;  and  unto 
tin  more  steady  preservation,  everywhere,  so  far  as  is  possible,  of  the  unity  of 
lie  qplrit  In  the  bonds  of  peace. 

7.  And  to  this  end  also,  that  hereafter,  all  those  who  come  from  other  con- 
grsfstloiis  to  as,  with  regular  church  certificates  of  membership,  shall  be  recog- 
Bised  and  treated  as  such. 

8.  Also  in  compliance  with  the  Intentions  of  Classis  and  with  your  own  obllga- 
CloBS,  tliat  yoa  do  well  insider  everything,  so  far  as  possible,  that  may  tend 
toward  the  general  peace  and  welfare  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  in  this 
eountrj;  and  that  you  show  proper  respect  to  their  ministers.  In  accordance  with  a 
lost  subordination  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam;  and  In  particular  that  yoa 
nmkiB  an  apology  to  the  ministers,  against  whom,  as  opponents  In  this  our  business, 
yoB  liave  expressed  yourselves  so  freely,  about  as  follows: — 

Tliat  yon  have  nothing  against  their  persons,  or  the  ministration  of  their  office; 
that  yoa  liave  forgotten  and  forgiven  everything,  and  desire  that  brotherly  harmony 
between  all  these  gentlemen  and  yourself  may  be  completely  restored;  that  to  this 
end  yoa  will  do  your  best,  as  far  as  possible;  and  that  you  also  expect  the  same 
from  them. 

For  the  Rev.  Classis  has  thanked  these  gentlemen  for  the  trouble  they  have 
taken  in  maintaining  the  Correspondence,  and  in  seeking  counsel  for  our  churches 
in  tills  land.  Therefore  we  request  your  concurrence  with  us,  in  this  matter,  for 
the  sake  of  the  general  good  of  the  churches,  and  that  you  unite  with  us  on  these 
lair  and  friendly  conditions.  We  request  that  all  of  these  conditions  in  general, 
and  that  each  one  in  particular  be  agreed  to,  and  be  followed  up  on  your  part. 
And  we  also  promise  by  these  presents,  and  as  representatives  of,  and  in  the 
name  of  our  Fellow-Complainants,  that  we  are  In  favor  of  them  on  our  part,  and 

t.  Tliat  we  will  acknowledge  Rev.  Frillnghuysen  as  our  lawful  pastor  and 
teacher  from  this  time  and  henceforth;  and  will  hold  him  in  honor  and  love,  as 
sncti,  and  will  assist  In  properly  supporting  him. 

2.  That  when  members  of  the  Ruling  Consistory  of  Rev.  Frellnghuysen  fully 
resign  their  offices,  we  will  also  fully  resign  our  offices  as  representatives  (of  the 
Complainants.) 

3L  That  we  and  our  companions  will,  all  together,  persevere  in  conducting  our- 
selves In  compliance  with  the  Dutch  Church  Order  in  true  love  and  peace,  \.\ito*\g.\i- 
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out  the  whole  congregation;  while  we  will  expect  the  Mine  conduct  tram  ttm 
being  all  together,  one  bodj.  And  snbseqnentlj  haying  prei»ared  the  heart  tm 
pletely  to  cast  Into  oblivion  all  previous  disputes  and  dlwgreements,  we  prail 
to  live  as  one  congregation  in  the  Lord  In  Christian  nnltj;  and,  in  lofc^  I 
anticipate  one  another  for  edification  and  forbearance,  so  far  as  Is  powlble^  Iqr  th 
help  of  the  Most  High. 

And,  finally,  for  the  better  securing  of  all  these  things,  and  In  order  to  mk 
firm  and  enduring  this  wholesome  compact,  these  Peace-Articles  shall  be  iH 
scribed  from  year  to  year,  by  all  who  shall  hereafter  be  chosen  as  members  of  thi 
Consistory,  before  their  installation  into  their  respective  offices. 

Having  thus  done  everything  on  our  part,  on  behalf  of  peace,  we  leave  than 
propositions  in  writing,  hoping  soon  to  be  able  to  Inform  the  Classls  of  the  resri^ 
which  we  Justly  may  expect  from  you  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  May  we  hm 
your  amiable  and  equally  peace-loving  consent  to  them.  And  this  should  belrj 
regular  ecclesiastical  action  on  your  part,  and  in  every  particular  for  compMil 
uniformity.  1 

And  may  the  Lord  command  upon  you  and  upon  us,  as  w^l  as  upon  the  entln ; 
Christian  church,  the  blessings  of  Peace  and  of  Eternal  Life.    Such  Is  our  siiiMi ! 
wish,  and   the  sigh  of  our  hearts;   the  prayer  of  your   truth   and  peace-lorln 
friends  in  the  Lord. 

Peter  Du  Mont, 
Simon  Wyckhof, 
Henry  Vroom, 
Daniel  Severing. 
Raritan, 

February  7,   1732. 

[Compare  with  May  4,  1732.] 


Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  in  America. 

The  Consistory  of  Earitan  to  the  Complainants,  February 

14,  1732. 

Enclosure  with  the  letter  of  the  Earitan  Complainants  to  the 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

(Port-folio  "  New  York  '\  Vol.  i.) 
"With  the  other  enclosure  D.     Letter  B.     (Similar  to  D.) 

Messrs.  P.  du  Mont,  8.  Wyclshofr,  H.  Vroom  and  D.  Seberlng:— We  duly  recelrec 
your  letter  of  February  7.  Wo  inform  you  that  we  ore  pleased  with  your  friendl; 
expressions,  and  rejoice  that  you  are  disposed  to  peace.  We  profess  on  our  pail 
that  we  are  ready  and  willing  to  restore  the  broken  peace. 

1.  As  to  your  first  demand,  we  grant  it,  provided  that  you  will  aclLnowiedg 
the  doctrine  here  taught  as  orthodox,  and  that  you  will  agalu  unite  with  us,  accort 
Iujj:  to  tlie  requirements  of  the  Rev.  Classis.  Then  will  we  consider  yon  reletie 
and  will  lovingly  treat  you  and  your  fellow-Complainants,  according  to  God 
Word,  even  as  we  do  the  other  members.  For  In  the  previous  letter,  Classis  r 
(julred  this  in  so  many  words: — "  You  may  then  also  know  that  we  also  requl 
of  the  Complulnauts  a  confession  of  blame  for  their  Imprudences:  an  acknov 
edgment  ot  you  ns  an  orthodox  mVnValet;  «iT\d  tunVx^t  all  esteem  and  love  for  yo* 
person  »Dd  oBUce."     The  last  agrees  tuWy  WieiftvcWXx. 
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the  administration  of  the  sacred  seals  of  the  Covenant:     Soch 
itlon  is  to  be  done  according  to  Church-Order.     We  do  not*  know  that 
to  any  difference  about  these,  unless  It  be  In  the  Supper.    This  is  partaken 
re.  standlns;  at  other  places  sitting. 
(lafl  as  to  the  Holland  Chnrch-Order:    Ton  ought  to  know  that  we  follow  this, 
that  we  recognise  no  other.    But  as  there  is  no  minister  in  this  country  who 
oteerres  all  the  Articles,   Including  those  which   are  merely  incidental, 
to  those  which  are  affected  bj  circumstances;  therefore  you  cannot   require 
sore  of  onr  Domlne.    For  example,  we  read  in  the  Church -Order,  Article  87, 
a  Consistory  meeting  must  be  held  every  week. 
tow  this  is,   of  course,   impossible  in  this  country.     And   know,   friends,   that 
■re  able  to  point  out  more  such  Articles,  which  are  affected  by  circumstances. 
cannot  be  strictly  observed  by  any  minister  here.     Besides,  you  are  surely 
tliat  onr  minister  has  four  churches  to  serve.     Hence  it  is  impossible  for 
llto  strictly  to  follow  out  all  the  regulations. 

X  Now  as  to  the  resignation  of  the  whole  Consistory,  we  cannot  consent  to 
tiMt,  unless  you  can  show  that  the  Rev.  Classis  wants  us  to  do  so.  You  ought 
mm,  to  pnt  upon  us  any  heavier  burdens  than  the  Classis.  You  promised  that  you 
vsQld  conduct  yourselves  in  compliance  with  the  decisions  of  the  Rev.  Classis. 
R«v  you  surely  know  that  the  Classis  does  not  ask  of  us  any  such  thing. 

4.  However,  we  are  willing  that  some  new  members  should  be  elected  in  each 
esofregation,  even  as  already  occurs  yearly.  Thus  there  may  be  chosen  some  of 
ywir  number.     But  that  this  should  be  done   by  your   representatives  —  that   Is 

itrary  to  Chnrch-Order.  For  the  Church-Order,  Art.  22,  plainly  reads,  that  a 
Consistory  must  be  elected  by  those  present,*  and  this  Is  the  practice  of  all 
the  dkUTches  in  this  land.  But  in  order  fully  to  show  you  our  accommodating 
■plilt  toward  you,  we  assure  you  that  if  you  show  us  that  the  Rev.  Classis 
icqnlres  this,  we  will  consent  thereto. 

5.  Ai  to  that  English  dissenter,  the  Rev.  Classis  is  waiting  for  further  infor- 
BitloD  from  us,  as  to  Just  how  that  matter  stands.  For  it  was  written  to  Classis, 
II  If  Domlne  (Gilbert)  Tennent  were  a  colleague,  (lit.  secundus)  of  our  own 
Ptitor.  This  of  course.  Is  not  so,  as  everybody  knows.  He  belongs  to  the 
Kifllsh  people.  That  he  has  preached  in  one  of  our  churches  —  that  was  only 
I  privilege  granted  him.  Besides  our  Domlne  did  not  invite  him,  but  some 
t&ong  yon  helped  to  invite  him.  But  that  he  (Frelinghuysen)  should  forbid  his 
kttrers  to  listen  to  Tonnent,  that  be  far  from  him.  We  desire  to  be  preserved 
from  opposing  English  Presbyterians  in  an  English  country.  Indeed  the  English 
CbwD  gives  them  liberty  not  only  in  Scotland,  but  also  in  England  and  Ireland. 

1  As  to  your  6th  article:  When  any  dispute  arises  we  will  gladly  submit  it 
to  Mmp  Dutch  ministers  in  this  country.  We  kindly  ask  you,  that  if  anything 
it  taught  or  done  that  you  do  not  like,  tell  us  of  it.  If  we  cannot  give  you 
Qtlffactlon,  we  are  willing  to  submit  ourselves  to  other  preachers. 

7.  As  to  Certificates:  On  this  matter  our  pastor  has  declared  himself  to  the 
E«r.  Classis,  wherewith  the  Classis  is  satisfied. 

&  It  is  certain  that  we  would  gladly  see  brotherly  harmony  between  ourselves 
lod  other  churches.  We  are  willing  to  forget  and  forgive  everything.  Surely 
nr  Domlne  does  not  like  to  have  the  old  wrongs  called  up  again,  as  some  of  you 
rell  know;  for  he  would  gladly  forget  and  forgive  everything.  Since  you  do  not 
isb  to  write  again,  you  can  let  us  know  your  answer  by  word  of  mouth.  If  you 
roold  like  to  have  a  Joint  meeting,  we  will  consent  to  it,  and  appoint  a  time. 
We  also  now  make  an  end  of  writing  to  you.  We  are  assured  that  the  Rev. 
lASsis  will  not  be  able  to  demand  any  further  concessions  from  us. 
- —  I. 

Art.  87.    In  all  churches  there  shall  be  a  Consistory  composed  of  the  Ministers 
sd  Blders,  who  shall  meet  together  at  least  once  every  week,  etc. 
•Art.  23.    "The  Elders  shall  be  chosen  by  the  suffrages  of  the  Consistory,  and 
r  the  Descons;  etc."    (Tbe  term  ConalBtory  was  in   those  days  \\m\te^  V.Q  \\i« 
3derm,) 
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The  God  of  peace  Incline  the  hearts  of  all  of  ns  to  peace;  and  vonchsafe  tt 
each  of  us  his  ^race  and  blessing. 
We  remain,  your  sen^ants  and  friends. 

The  Consistory  of  the  Fonr  Combined  Churches  of  Raritan. 

In  the  name  of  all, 

T.  J.  Frellngfaaysen, 
P.    Brocka.  Elder. 

Andrew  Ten  Eyck,  " 

Henry    Vlscher, 
Elbert   Stoothoff. 
Rarltaii. 

Actum  at  our  church  meeting, 
February  14.  17S2.» 

Dutch  Chukch  of  New  York. 

New  York,  March  13,  1732. 

In  Consistory  after  calling  on  God's  name,  the  call  of  another 
minister  was  considered. 

It  was  stated  that  different  members  of  the  Consistories  of   ? 
other  congregations  here,  had  taken  great   satisfaction  in  the    i 
preaching  of  domine  Gerard  Haeghoort,  on  his  first  arrival  last 
summer  in  this  country,  as  the  lawful  pastor  of  the  Dutch  Be- 
formed  Church  at  Nawenzinks,  (Navesink);  that  since  then,  many 
had  desired  that  the  Ruling  Consistory  should  directly  request 
him  to  exercise  his  gifts  again  in  this  place.     This  was  in  order 
to  see  if  he  gave  such  satisfaction,  that  the  Ruling  Consistory 
might  decide  on  the  advisability  of  calling  him,  after  coimseling 
with  the  Great  Consistory.    If  agreeable,  then  to  seek  the  neces- 
sary subscription  from  the  congregation  for  the  salary  of  said 
domine  Haeghoort.     Thus  might  this  business,  with  the  Lord^s 
blessing^  be  accomplished  unanimously.    A  letter  was  accordingly 
sent  with  the  knowledge  of   the  Ruling  Consistory  to  domine 
Haeghoort.     His  Rev.  came  here,  and  preached  last  Sunday  after- 
noon (March  26)  in  the  Xew  Church. 

Afterward,  on  Tuesday,  March  28,  Consistory  met,  After  call- 
ing on  God's  name,  the  preaching  of  domine  Haeghoort  was 
talked  over.  Also  the  desire  of  many  was  expressed,  both  in  and 
out  of  the  Consistory,  to  hear  him  again.  Resolved,  That  our  two 
ministers,  in  the  name  of  the  Consistory  should  request  him  to 

[*  See  the  Complainants'  remarks  on  this  letter,  In  tbelr  letter  to  Classls,  May 
14,  1732.] 
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llpreach  next  Sunday  morning,  April  2nd,  in  the  Old  Cliurch.  To 
domine  Haeghoort  agreed,  and  performed  the  service.  On 
\\ioth  occasions,  the  Consistory  thought  proper  that  there  should 

1 V  no  morning  service  in  the  other  church,  as  the  people  desired 

[to hear  domine  Haeghoort  in  his  service. 

*Chi  Eabitan  Ohubches  to  the  Olassis  of  Amsterdam.    (This 
is  a  postscript  to  letter  of  Oct  2,  1731,  which  see.) 

(P.  S.)  Reverend  and  Highly-Learned  Sirs,  and  much  Es- 
teemed Brethren  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam: — Since  the 
tlove  was  written,  we  have  had  no  opportunity  to  send  it.  Later 
«i  the  disaffected  proposed  such  terms  to  us,  as  you  may  see  from 
the  accompanying  letter,  under  Letter  H.  But  we  could  not  con- 
tent to  them,'  and  you  did  not  require  this  from  us.  However, 
We  answered  them  amicably,  as  you  may  perceive  from  our  letter^ 
Under  letter  B.  Li  this  we  declare  that  we  are  willing  to  consider 
them  released  (from  the  ban)  if  they  will  again  join  themselves 
to  us.  We  do  not  know  what  more  we  ought  to  do  in  this  matter, 
inasmuch  as  we  have  followed  up  your  decision  in  everything. 

Li  the  hope  that  you  will  take  pleasure  in  this,  we  remain, 
after  wishing  all  blessing  and  prosperity  upon  your  ministry,  per- 
ions  and  families. 

Rev.  Sirs,  Your  servant  and  Brother, 

T.  J.  Frelinghuysen. 
Baritan,  .       ' 

March  23,  1732. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

A  Statement  by  the  Consistory  of  Kingston,  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  respecting  the  intrusion  of  John  Van  Driessen 
iDio  the  service  of  some  of  their  churches.    (Spring,  1732  ?) 

Declaration  by  Rev.  Peter  Vas  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

(Port-folio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i.) 

The  present  condition  of  our  church  here,  compels  us,  worthy  Sirs  and  Btet\ixeii 
4a  Cltftot,  to  eeelr  jour  aid  In  connectloD  with  the  dissension  and  acblam  'wbVe^i 
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has  arisen  In  our  congregation.     The  trouble  has  been  caused   by  one  John 
Drlessen,  and  It  has  been  much  aggravate^I  by  his  brother,   Peter  van  Drl< 
minister  at  Albany.     These  things  will  appear  from  the  foHowliig  facts: 
we  will  explain  to  you,  Rev.   Brethren,  our  former  unity;  and  then  show  yoa 
what  extent  this  has  been  rent  and  brolcen  by  them. 

First:  It  is  well-known  to  you  that  we,  with  all  the  surroimdlng  TilUfH  li 
this  our  County  of  Ulster,  as  one  body,  have  for  some  time  past,  had  one 
and  teacher.  For  his  support  we  have  combined  together  and  paid  hla  salary,  dd 
locality  according  to  its  ability.  And  this  will  serre  in  prooC  of  this:  When 
pulpit  was  last  vacant,  we  forwarded  a  unanimous  call  to  Europe  with  Hi 
promise  of  support  for  a  minister.  This  may  be  seen  from  the  salAry-Uat.  Tta» 
upon  (lev.  Peter  Vas  came  to  us,  whose  services  we  have  enjoyed  for  many  yam 
In  rest  and  peace,  and  with  much  satisfaction.  We  have  alao  received  the  Ei^ 
Supper  of  the  Lord  from  his  hands  with  united  hearts,  and  each  one  baa  paid  tit 
promised  salary,  without  any  opposition  at  the  time  and  place. 

Secondly:  But  what  has  happened  in  connection  with  this  said  John  van  DHct* 
sen?  This  man  came  from  Holland  without  ordination,  or  even  a  certiilcate  fns 
his  Professor.  He  was  then  ordained  by  the  Independents  of  New  Haven  to  tfet 
ministry  at  Kinderhook  and  Klaverack;  and  he  was  installed  thrae  by  his  brotia; 
in  an  underhanded  and  an  improper  manner.  He  was  at  length  denied  fvlto 
mlulKt  rations  at  Olaverack  because  of  his  unchristian  life  and  behavior.  Now  tlb 
man,  I  say,  first  endeavored  by  his  tools,  to  bring  about,  la  the  absence  of  lb:  l 
Vas,  that  he  should  preach  in  the  church  of  Kingston.  This  had  been  refOicd  t»  ' 
them  by  our  preceding  Consistory.  Nevertheless,  he  could  not  be  prevented  hm 
preaching  at  Hurley,  at  the  Paltz,  and  at  Marbletown.  And  this  had  mainly  tUi 
result:  that  by  exalting  himself  above  others,  before  simple-minded  people^  be 
could  luKtlfy  his  former  bad  conduct  and  life,  and  in  the  end,  brought  onr  lawful 
pastor's  work  Into  contempt.  The  consequence  was  that  he  made  a  great  foUov- 
ing  for  himself  here,  which  has  given  rise  to  great  confusion.  Indeed  the  people 
of  the  Paltz  some  few  excepted,  actually  acknowledged  him  as  their  pastor,  ud 
made  arrangements  for  him  to  come  and  preach  there  three  or  fonr  times  la  tlie 
year,  and  administer  the  sacraments.  This  proposition  he  also  accepted,  eren 
delivering  an  installation  sermon,  and  subsequently,  he  chose  and  luFtalled  a 
consistory  among  them.  He  did  all  this  without  any  recognition  of  us.  And 
when  our  consistory  advised  them  to  desist  from  their  proceedings  and  showed 
them  their  mistake,  nevertheless  their  efforts  were  altogether  fruitless:  for  they 
were  encouraged  in  their  actions  by  Rev.  Peter  van  Drlessen.  He,  with  hii 
brother  John  van  Drlessen,  came  here  In  February  last,  after  he  had  by  letter 
Informed  his  adherents  of  his  coming.  Thereupon  several  messengers  were  de- 
Fpatched  at  once,  post-haste,  to  make  known  to  his  adherents  the  purpose  of  hli 
coming.  For  it  was  published  at  the  PaltB,  that  all  those  who  wanted  to  see  J(^B 
van  Drlessen  cleared  of  the  charge  that  he  was  not  a  lawful  minister  mu:^  go  to 
Kingston.  A  meeting  was  accordingly  got  together  there  In  order  to  bind  the 
people  still  closely  to  his  brother's  object  (to  vindicate  John);  and  to  spread  boast- 
fully about  his  imagined  triumph. 

Meanwhile  Rev.   Peter  van   Drlessen  requested   Rev.   Vas,   to  call  a  uioetlng  of 
his  consistory,  in  order  to  ascertain  what   Rev.   Ericksou   had  said  to  the  disad- 
vantage  of  him   and  his    brother.     [See   under   Jan.    13,    1732.]     This    meetin;;.  In 
compliance  with   his  request,   took  place  the  day   after,   namely,   on  February  9. 
In   the  church   at   Kingston.     There  that   gentleman   and    his   brother,   fiin\  their 
adherents  all  appeared.     When  he  (Peter  van  Driessicii)   was  asked   whni  h<*  bad 
to   lay  before  the  meeting,   he  onswered  with   an  artful  and   hypocritical  v^cum- 
mendation  to  peace,  that  he  wished  to  show  indisputably  to  the  world,  that  his 
brother,  John  van  Drlessen,   was  a  lawful  Reformed  Minister;  that  he  had  bees 
ordained  in  accordance  with  the  Act  of  the  Synod  of  Dort.     When  some  discus- 
sion arose  on  this  point,  for  we  Judged  that  this  was  not  the  place,  (for  such  aa 
attempted  vindication  of  John  van  Drlessen,)   some  of  his  ringleaders  immediately 
rose  to  their  feet  and  made  a  great  tumult.     The  one  called  out  one  thing,  and 
another  an  other  thing.     Indeed,  they  even  threatened  to  drag  certain  members 
of  the  Consistory  through  the  church  by  their  hair.     This  they  would  have  easily 
done,  if  they  had  not  been  afraid  of  the  law.     While  this  was  going  on,  Peter 
van  Drlessen  and  his  brother  went  out,  after  which  the  meeting  also  adjourned. 
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It  mlons  the  street  they  belched  forth  much  Indecent  slander  and  vituperation 
Rer.  Vas  and  his  Consistory.    Rev.  Peter  van  Drlessen  sought  to  Impress 
tbe  people,  so  far  as  he  could,  the  lawfulness  of  his  brother's  ordination. 
was  done  in  a  public  Inn,  before  more  than  fifty  persons,   as  It  has  been 
IsMns. 

In  General 

condoct  of  these  two  brothers  here,  has  caused  such  an  alienation  of  feel- 

tbat  some  hold  themselves  aloof  from  the  church,  not  caring  to  come  to  the 

at  all.    The  services  of  the  pastor  are  held  by  them  In  contempt,  and 

do  not  come  to  the  Holy  Supper  of  the  Lord.     The  Rev.  Consistory  Is  also 

;  all  of  Its  enterprises  are  thwarted;  and  some  are  even  unwilling  to  pay 

promised  salary,  as  we  have  discovered.     Hence  the  ultimate  ruin  of  the 

Is  threatened,  unless  speedy  efforts  are  made  to  save  her. 
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liamnch   therefore,   as   such   proceedings   are   amenable   to   the   laws   of    the 

Church  of  Holland,  by  which  our  churches  in  this  province  for  many 

hare  been  laudably  governed,  and  of  whose  reasonableness  every  one   is 

it  becomes  very  necessary  to  preserve  the  same  unimpaired,   so  that 

■0  4oor  be  left  open  to  confusion.     And  as  you  now  have  learned  the  condition 

if  mu  chmch,  and  we  are  assured  of  your  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  God's  church, 

ve  doubt  not  but  that  you  will  take  our  case  to  heart. 

Ib  the  name  and  by  the  Order  of  the  Consistory  at  Kingston. 

Peter  Vas,   V.   D.  M.  ibidem. 


Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  April  3rd,  1732. 

Consistory  again  held,  after  calling  on  God's  name.  It  was  de- 
clared that  the  Ruling  Consistory  and  most  of  the  congregation 
were  satisfied  with  domine  Haeghoort's  preaching.  Therefore  the 
Baling  Consistory  requested  domines  Du  Bois  and  Boel  to  express, 
in  their  name,  to  domine  Haeghoort,  their  pleasure  and  thanks  for 
his  services,  and  to  promise  him  an  appropriate  return,  in  due  time 
for  his  service,  as  well  as  his  traveling  expenses;  also  to  say  that  as 
far  as  they  were  concerned,  they  voted  for  him  as  regular  minister 
here. 

For  the  proper  furthering  of  this  good  work  they  would  request 
on  Thursday  night,  April  6th,  the  approval  of  the  Great  Con- 
sistory, ia  order  thus  to  obtain,  in  an  orderly  manner,  a  voluntary 
sabflcription  ia  the  congregation.  Do.  Boel,  also,  as  President, 
should  write  down  the  foregoing,  so  far  as  necessary,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  Euling  Consistory,  lay  the  same  before  the  Great 
ConsistOTy. 
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Dutch  Chuboh  op  Nbw  Tobk. 

New  York,  .April  3,  1732. 

In  the  forenoon,  a  meeting  of  the  Ruling  Consistory  was  held. 
After  calling  on  the  name  of  God,  domine  Boel,  as  Praeses,  read 
the  draught  he  had  prepared,  as  ^ordered.  It  was  unanimmulj 
agreed  to  present  it  to  the  Great  Oonsistory,  in  the  name  of  il» 
Ruling  Consistory.  Domine  Du  Bois  was  still  out  of  town,  Irat 
he  subsequently  approved  it. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  Great  Consistory  met,  and  after  oalliDg 
on  God's  name  the  written  proposal  was  read,  as  follows: 

"  Bj;  a  unanimous  Resolution  of  the  Ruling  Consistory  m 
April  3rd,  the  former  members  are  called  together  in  Ghreat  Con- 
sistory, and  informed  that 

The  Ruling  Consistory  had  for  a  considerable  time  perceived 
the  satisfaction  of  many  in  the  congregation  with  the  services  of 
domine  Haeghoort  on  his  arrival  last  sunmier  as  minister  for  the 
IN'awenzinks;  that  there  was  a  great  desire  to  hear  him  again,  and 
see  if  a  satisfactory  call  could  be  made  upon  him.  The  Ruling 
Consistory  felt  bound  to  satisfy  this  desire,  and  invite  domine 
Haeghoort  again  to  preach  here,  which  he  has  done. 

Thereupon  the  Ruling  Consistory  related  in  their  meeting  the 
satisfaction  of  many  in  the  congregation  with  his  services,  and 
their  desire  to  have  him  as  their  regular  teacher.     They  also  said 
the  same  thing  for  themselves,  and  so  far  as  belonged  to  them, 
agreed  upon  him  as  a  minister  in  this  congregation.     They,  there- 
fore, thought  it  necessary  to  inform  the  Great  Consistory,  and  for 
the  advancement  of  this  good  work  obtain  their  voice,  to  learn 
whether  it  was  also  favorable  to  a  call  on  domine  Haeghoort,  in 
order  that  they  might  use  their  best  exertions  with  the  congre- 
gation, and  set  them  a  good  example.     If  this  were  agreed  to, 
the  Ruling  Consistory  would  then  request  a  voluntary  subscrip- 
tion in  the  congregation  for  domine  Haeghoort's  salary,  so  as 
to  enable  them  to  consummate  matters,  with  God's  blessing,  with 
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all  possible  unanimity.  Or,  the  whole  business  might  be  left  to 
the  Buling  Consistory  to  be  executed  in  a  regular  ecclesiastical 
manner/' 

Hereupon  the  call  upon  domine  Haeghoort  was,  ^vith  the  excej)- 
tion  of  Isaac  Kip  and  Adrian  Man,  approved  by  all  the  members 
present:  viz.,  of  the  Great  Consistory:  Samuel  Bayard,  Antony 
Rutgers,  Qerrit  Van  Home,  Johannes  Vander  Heul,  Ab.  Ketel- 
tas,  Christo£Fel  Bancker,  Chs.  Le  Roux,  Abraham  Boelen,  Gerrit 
Keteltas,  Abrm.  LeflFerts,  Harmanus  Rutgers,  Michiel  Vaughton, 
Wvnand  Van  Zandt.  The  other  members  of  the  Great  Con- 
fiistory  were  absent,  detained  by  sickness,  absence  from  the  city 
or  other  necessary  engagements. 

Bnt  Christo£Fel  Bancker  said  that  his  opinion  as  well  as  that  * 
of  another  member,  was,  that  they  should  vote  again  on  the 
special  details  of  the  call,  and  then  the  Ruling  Consistory  should 
carry  it  out.  To  this,  one  and  another  assented.  But  Mr.  Bay- 
ard and  some  others  said  that  he  would  entrust  the  whole  business 
to  the  Ruling  Consistory. 

The  Praeses  answered,  that  the  Ruling  Consistory  desired  that 
nothing  should  be  left  to  them,  save  in  an  orderly,  ecclesiastical 
manner;  so  as  to  be  able  to  take  the  voice  of  the  Great  Consistory 
upon  whatever  they  found  to  be  necessary.  Nevertheless,  Mr. 
Bancker  persisted  in  his  demand.  He  was  answered,  that  the 
Ruling  Consistory  would  deliberate  further  thereon  in  their 
meeting. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Letter  from  Rev.  (Peter)  Driessen. 

1732,  April  7th.  Rev.  Driessen,  in  a  letter,  asked  for  aid 
in  money  (money-aid,  or  subsidy)  for  the  erection  of  two  churches 
for  newly  converted  people.  The  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras 
were  enjoined  to  answer  him;  to  praise  him  for  his  zeal,  to  ex- 
press a  wish  for  a  blessing  upon  his  labors;  but  also  to  make  a 


2576  EooLEsiASTiOAL  Beoobi>s 

request  for  fuller  information  regarding  the  churches  which  are 
to  be  built,  as  well  as  the  precise  purport  of  his  request.    xL  66. 

Classis  of  Amstebdam. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Eev.  Peter  Van  Driessen  of  Albany, 

1732,  April  8.     xxix.  93.     No.  19. 

Eev.  Sir  and  Brother: — The  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  has 
read  your  letter  of  July  2,  1731,  written  to  Messrs.  Steenwinkle, 
Vander  Hagen  and  Houdius,  with  your  request,  that  we  would 
make  its  contents  known  to  them,  as  well  as  your  several  obser- 
vations. According  to  direction  of  Classis,  we  do  ourselves  the 
honor  to  reply. 

The  Rev.  Classis  observes  with  special  satisfaction  your  zeal 
for  the  extension  of  Christianity  in  that  hemisphere,  where  you 
have  undertaken  the  ministry  of  the  Holy  Gospel.  As  you  re- 
joice in  the  number  of  Indians  who  embrace  the  Christian  faith; 
even  so  we  most  heartily  wish  that  it  may  please  Gk)d  to  conunand 
upon  your  ministry  in  due  time,  still  greater  blessings,  to  the 
extension  of  Clirist's  Kingdom.  May  such  as  know  him  not, 
under  the  operation  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  be  brought  to  acknowl- 
edge the  truth  of  the  Gospel,  and  become  obedient  to  the  faith. 
May  they  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and,  shoulder  to 
shoulder,  serve  him. 

The  Classis  wishes  that  the  information  in  your  letter  might 
have  been  a  little  clearer,  to  enable  them  to  judge  more  accurately 
as  to  the  exact  condition  of  the  churches  of  which  you  make 
mention.  Then  we  could  have  replied  more  satisfactorily  to  your 
letter,  as  to  the  best  way  of  planting  the  Gospel  there.  We 
therefore  request  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Classis,  to  be  kind 
enough  to  write  at  your  earliest  opportunity,  a  more  circumstan- 
tial account,  and  clearly  expressed,  what  you  consider  necessarr 
tor  the  further  promotion  of  Christianity  at  Albany  and  vicinity; 
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and  how  the  Classis  may  further  the  establishment  of  churches; 
for  the  Classis  is  heartily  willing  to  do  all  that  is  in  her  power. 

In  expectation  of  such  a  detailed  statement,  we  the  under- 
signed Deputies  of  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  ad  res  exteras, 
remain,  with  our  best  wishes  for  God's  gracious  blessing  upon 
yonr  labors  for  the  extension  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 

Reverend  Sirs, 

J.  Noordbeek,  Ecc.  Am.  et  Dep.  ad  res 

Exteras,  Praeses. 

Leonard  Beels,  Ecc.  Am.  et  Dep.  ad  res 

Exteras,  Scriba. 
Amsterdam,  April  8,  1732. 

Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  April  12,  1732. 

Consistory  held,  after  calling  on  God's  name.  Amid  much 
speaking,  a  draught  was  made  of  detailed  conditions  for  the  call 
oi  domine  Haeghoort  as  minister  in  this  congregation,  upon  their 
subscription  for  his  salary.  Resolved,  to  take  the  voice  of  the 
former  members  (of  Consistory)  thereon,  and  to  convoke  the 
Great  Consistory  to-morrow  afternoon  at  3  o'clock. 

April  13,  1732. 

In  Great  Consistory.  After  calling  on  God's  name,  the 
draught  of  the  Call  was  detailed,  article  by  article,  and  finally 
determined  as  follows: 

1.  That  domine  Haeghoort's  service  shall  statedly  be 

(1)  Either  twice  on  Sunday,  or  once  on  Simday  and  once  in  the 
week  as  the  Ruling  Consistory  shall  from  time  to  time  direct;  and 
on  festivals,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  church. 

(2)  He  shall  conduct  the  preparatory  Service  in  the  week  along 
with  the  other  ministers;  also  the  catechising  in  church,  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  sacraments,  and  Christian  discipline. 
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2.  His  salary  shall  be  £225.  yearly,  besides  £7.  for  firewood 
and  £25.  for  house-rent,  all  in  New  York  currency. 

3.  (1)  His  salary  shall  begin  from  the  day  he  is  regulailj 
dismissed  from  Nawenzinks,  provided  that  his  Reverence  comes 
from  New.  York  by  the  first  opportimity  to  begin  his  service  here. 

(2)  Every  quarter  year  he  shall  have  a  quarter's  salary. 
As  to  the  Congregation  at  Nawenzinks 

1.  The  (New  York)  Consistory  shall  pay  to  them  all  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Call  of  domine  Haeghoort  from  Holland. 

2.  If  Nawenzinks  desires  to  retain  domine  Haeghoort  still  some 
time  in  their  service,  the  Consistory  will  agree  to  satisfy  them 
therein. 

It  is  further  the  unanimous  conclusion  of  the  Great  Consistory 
that  the  subscription  for  the  salary  of  domine  Haeghoort  be  made 
under  the  condition,  that  the  former  subscription  made  in  1730 
and  1731  for  the  call  of  another  minister  be  wholly  annulled; 
and  that  every  subscriber  binds  himself  as  soon  as  domine  Haeg- 
hoort arrives  here  as  our  minister,  to  pay  to  the  Ruling  Consistory 
on  their  order,  the  half  of  the  sum  he  subscribes,  for  the  ex- 
penses of  domine  Ilaeghoort's  call;  and  then,  after  every  three 
months,  an  exact  fourth  part. 

For  this  a  Heading  shall  be  immediately  made  by  the  President. 
This  was  done  and  was  presented  to  the  Consistory  April  17,  and 
was  approved,  and  is  as  follows: 

Subscription  for  domine  Haeghoort's  Salary. 

We,  the  undersigned,  desire  the  orderly  calling  of  domine  6e^ 
ardus  Haeghoort  from  Nawenzinks,  to  the  Dutch  Keformed 
Church  in  this  place;  to  preach  twice  on  Sunday,  or  once  on  Sun- 
clay  and  once  during  the  week;  and  to  do  everything  required, 
as  an  orthodox  teacher,  according  to  the  Synod  of  Dort,  1618-19; 
and  for  his  salary,  £125.  yearly,  ^\^th  £7.  10s.  for  fire-wood,  and 
£25.  for  house-rent,  all  in  New  York  currency. 

Therefore,  under  condition  that  the  former  subscription  of 
1730  and  1731  is  altogether  annulled,  we  promise,  each  one  for 
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liimBelfy  besides  what  he  now  pays  for  the  salaries  of  domines 

Da  Bois  and  Boel,  also  to  pay  promptly  for  domine  Haeghoort, 

$s  minister  at  New  York,  to  the  Dutch  Reformed  Ruling  Con- 

[  flstoiy  here,  from  time  to  time,  or  to  their  order,  the  sums  herein 

nmexed  to  our  names;  and  also,  on  the  arrival  of  domine  Haeg- 

koort  here,  to  give  immediately,  the  half  of  what  we  have  sub- 

seribed  for  the  expenses  of  the  CaU;  and  thereafter,  every  three 

months,  the  quarter  of  our  subscription,  begun  here  in  New  York, 

April  17,  1732. 

These  transactions  as  they  occurred  from  time  to  time,  are 

recorded  in  the  book,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 

Consistory,  by  me. 

Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  Praeses. 

Dutch  Chtjkch  of  New  Yobk. 

April  12,  1732. 

John  Peter  Zenger*  was  at  his  own  request  admitted  to  a  hear- 
ing in  the  Consistory.  His  proposal  was,  that  since  he  had  so 
long  time  played  the  organ  without  salary  the  Consistory  should 
permit  him  to  solicit  a  voluntary  subscription  in  the  congregation 
for  his  payment,  and  would  themselves  head  the  paper  as  an  ex- 
ample to  others. 

The  Consistory  replied  that  they  would  provisionally  allow  him 
the  sum  of  £6.,  New  York  currency,  for  his  services,  to  be  paid 
him  by  the  Church  Masters;  and  that  when  the  subscription  for 
the  call  of  domine  Haeghoort  was  finished,  they  would  speak  with 
him  further  upon  the  subject  of  his  going  around  among  the 
'Congregation  for  his  salary.  Whereupon,  Mr.  Zenger  expresed 
his  thanks  and  satisfaction  to  the  Consistory. 

*  John  Peter  Zenger  was  born  In  Germany  Id  the  year  1097,  and  arrived  In  New 
Tork  In  company  with  Johanna,  his  widowed  mother,  a  brother  and  a  aUter,  In  the 
•ammer  of  1710,  being  one  of  the  Palatines  sent  out  that  year  by  Queen  Anne*8 
goremment.  On  the  26th  of  October  following,  being  then  in  his  thirteenth  year, 
he  was  bound  apprentice  to  William  Bradford,  Printer,  for  the  term  of  eight  yearn. 
After  his  time  was  expired  he  set  up  business  on  his  own  account,  and  In  1733 
began  the  publication  of  the  New  York  Weekly  Journal.  It  was  the  second  news- 
paper established  In  the  province,  and  being  opposed  to  the  government,  was 
prosecuted  and  publicly  burnt.  Zenger  himself  was  imprisoned.  He  died  in  1746, 
leaving  his  paper  to  be  printed  by  bis  widow. —  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.  v\.  p.  SO. 
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The  Consistory  of  Kinderhook  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

April  18,  1732. 

(Port-folio  "  Kew  York  ",  Vol.  i.) 

Highly  Rev.  Gi'iitlemcn  ami  Fathers: — We,  the  undersigned,  the  Conslstonr  «f 
the  true  Ueformed  Dutch  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  at  Kinderhook,  In  tlie  ProflDct 
of  New  York,  desire  most  respectfully  to  show  your  High  Beverencet  the  ftSr 
lowing  facts: 

Rev.  Peter  van  Drlessen  of  Albany,  in  the  year  1726,  was  earnestly  animated, 
as  Is  known  through  the  entire  Province,  to  advance  his  brother  John  la  liii 
studies,  (to  fit  him  for  the  ministry.)  He  severely  held  himself  to  this  objset; 
and  with  his  peculiar  clear  and  forceful  manner  of  teaching  (preaching),  «Ueh  n 
he  has  already  exhibited  for  many  years  at  Albany,  he  labored,  year  by  yitr, 
with  all  zeal,  in  behalf  of  his  brother.  At  length,  he  induced  one  of  the  Dutch 
ministers  to  request  ordination  for  his  brother  from  the  Presbyterians  o( 
Philadelphia 

But  now,  the  King's  Secretary,  the  Honorable  Bobert  Livingston*  advised  thai 
that  an  effort  should  be  made  to  secure  ordination  for  him  from  the  QaMto 
(Association)  of  New  Haven,  which  is  a  Province  much  nearer.  Bey.  Pettf  Tia 
Drlessen,  accordingly,  sent  his  brother  there,  and  recommended  him  for  examlni- 
tion.  He  was  there  ordained,  receiving  praiseworthy  testimonlala.  He  retnned 
to  the  Joy  of  all,  and  especially  of  his  brother,  who  now  hoped  that  his  days  of 
idleness  were  over.  Mr.  Livingston  now  desired  to  call  John  Van  Driessen  to  labor 
on  his  manor.  With  that  intent,  he  first  requested  the  village  of  Claverack  to 
call  him;  but  it  would  not  consent  to  do  so.  unless  we  of  Kinderhook  would  unite 
with  them  in  the  call,  to  which  we  consented.  Mr.  Livingston  now  tried  to 
compell  us  of  Kinderhook  and  Claverack.  to  allow  him  to  establish  the  residence 
of  the  minister  on  his  manor;  but  to  this,  none  of  us  could  see  our  way.  For 
we  had  ten  members  to  one  on  his  manor,  which  also  Is  distant  from  ns  fnU  live 
Dutch  miles.  We,  therefore,  secured  by  vote,  that  the  residence  of  the  miniiter 
should  be  at  Claverack.  Upon  this  being  settled,  we  of  Kinderhook  and  Claver- 
ack alone,  called  Rev.  John  Van  Driessen.  because  Mr.  Livingston  remained 
Immovable  in  his  demand  about  the  residence. 

Rev.  John  Van  Drlessen  accepted  the  call,  and  pledged  himself  to  us  as  cor 
regular  pastor.  This  was  done  in  the  presence  of  his  brother  and  the  majority 
of  our  congregations,  according  to  the  Church-Order  of  the  National  Synod  of 
Dort.  the  Heidelberg  Catechism  and  the  Netherlands  Confession  of  Faith.  He 
was  subsequently  installed  by  his  brother,  Rev.  Peter  Van  Driessen,  after  three 
publications  which  were  unchallenged.  Since  that  time  until  the  present.  Rev. 
John  Van  Driessen,  according  to  the  desire  of  his  brother,  as  well  as  our  own 
wishes  in  calling  him,  has  never  failed  to  teach  and  preach  only  those  things, 
which  ought  to  be  taught  and  preached  in  conformity  with  the  requirements  of 
the  true  Reformed  Churches  of  the  Netherlands,  and  the  same  as  we  have  always 
heard  from  Revs.  Dellius,  Lydlus  and  Peter  Van  Drlessen.  And  above  all,  he  does 
this  without  undue  censure  of  others;  but  he  first  applies  the  truth  to  his  own 
heart,  and  after  that  applies  It  to  each,  in  due  proportion.  And  he  does  this 
with  such  powers  of  persuasion,  and  with  such  penetration  and  living  seal,  and 
performs  all  other  pulpit  duties  in  such  a  way,  that  he  has  won  the  general 
admiration  of  all  his  hearers.  He  has  gained  for  himself  a  name  as  one  of  the 
best  preachers  in  this  or  the  neighboring  provinces,  and  his  fame  is  dally  increas- 
ing. It  is  Just  thus  also  with  the  ministry  of  his  brother,  who  excels  all  others 
\n  siKTess  and  power.  He  has  brought  over  one  savage  tribe  after  another  to 
the  Christian  faith.  In  such  a  work  our  pastor,  as  well  as  most  of  the  others* 
have  neither  opportunity  nor  aptitude. 
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Wi,  Highly  Rev.  Oentlemen  and  kind-hearted  Fathers,  do  we  make  known  to 
JR  In  the  name  of  our  entire  congregation.  Such  favors  as  we  enjoy  are  attrlb- 
lid  by  others,  as  well  as  by  ourselTes,  to  the  Divine  mercy.  We  ascribe  the 
Mance  of  our  pastor  to  the  Sovereign  Lord,  whose  hand  Is  never  shortened.  It 
■  ften  mighty  to  create  children  unto  Abraham  out  of  the  very  stones;  to  make 
Ms  oat  of  Sauls;  and  to  cause  many  Bldads  and  Medads  to  prophesy  in  the 
ka^  Thus  ont  of  the  mouths  of  babes  and  sucklings  does  God  have  perfect 
lUte.  For  this,  will  all  pions  souls  unite  with  us,  in  praising  the  Lord,  while 
liy  congratnlate  our  church.  And  we  earnestly  pray  that  these  favors  may  be 
liiirlng. 

It  Is  also  a  matter  of  wonder  tliat  the  spirit  of  Jealousy,  which  is  so  often 
Bdtcd  by  malignant  envy,  has  not  been  able,  in  all  these  years  to  draw  a  single 
Miber  of  onr  Klnderhook  church  away  from  our  beloved  pastor.  It  would  be 
idl  If  Claverack  could  say  as  much.  For  upon  some  members  of  that  church, 
Ittovgli  iM>t  very  many, —  yet  upon  some,  this  spirit  has  done  its  work,  and 
Mde  them  violent,  to  the  great  distress  of  that  congregation,  as  well  as  of  our 
■WBon  pastor.  The  design  of  that  kind  of  spirit  seems  to  be  the  subversion  of 
Dthe  proper  duties  of  Christianity.  See  Blatt.  22;  1  Ck>r.  13;  Phil.  2:  1-5;  Jas.  5. 
ts  eUef  endeavor  is  to  excite  troubles  and  rebellions  in  the  House  of  the  Lord; 
»  piaj  the  master,  everywhere  employing  force  and  tyranny.  But  a  house 
ttfldcd  against  itself  cannot  stand.  Matt.  12:  25;  1  Cor.  12:  15-27.  Now  such 
imlts  ensue,  because  such  a  spirit  Is  one  of  unsavory  self-love;  proud,  and  of 
hiitlable  greed  and  ambition,  when  others  do  not  burn  Incense  to  it.  Never- 
iMcM,  It  Is  Itself  most  eager  to  put  on  a  fair  show  to  the  ignorant,  by  the 
pnCnice  of  mere  external  forms;  but  where  there  is  the  fairest  appearance  there 
li  often  the  least  reality  and  troth. 

Aeeocdlngly,  with  all  respect,  we  take  the  liberty  to  request  you.  High  and 
BcT.  Fathers,  for  your  Christian  advice,  which  Is  very  wise,  and  for  your  assist- 
UKc  Thus  may  we  be  preserved  under  the  good  and  wholesome  care  of  our 
Moved  and  revered  pastor,  and  enjoy  the  blessings  of  peace  and  Christian  unity. 
Aid  we  ask  it  also,  that  we  may  ever  Increase,  to  the  glory  of  God's  wonderful 
KuBO,  powerful  and  holy  as  it  is;  and  also  that  all  souls  desiring  salvation  may 
tBocase  evermore  in  knowledge  and  faith,  in  love  and  sanctlflcation. 

We  beg  yon  to  give  us  at  the  earliest  opportunity  your  wise  and  Fatherly 
idflee  In  order  to  strengthen  us. 

Aad  now.  Rev.  Gentlemen  and  Fathers,  praying  for  every  divine  blessing  upon 
roartelves,  your  ministry  and  your  families,  we  are. 

Tour  ready  and  obedient  servants  in  our  only  Savior,  Jesus  Christ. 
*etfT  Van  Slyck,  Elder.    Cornelius  Schermerhorne,  Barent  Van  Buren,   Abraham 
Tan  Yalkenberg,  Abraham  Vasburg. 

inderhook,  April  18,  1732. 

No.  e. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
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he  Elders  and  Deacons  of  Poughkeepsie  and  Fishkill,  to  the 
Messrs.  H.  Van  do  Wall,  J.  Hagelis,  L.  Beels  and  F.  Eeitsma 
at  Amsterdam,  April  21,  23,  1732. 

(Port-folio  "  New  York ",  Vol.  i.) 

»  the  Rev.  Messrs  H.  Van  de  Wal,  J.  Hagelis,  L.  Beels,  and  F.  Reltsma. 

Very  Rev.  Sirs:—  Even  as  you,  very  Rev.  Sirs,  have  had  the  goodness,  and 
ve  taken  the  trouble  to  call  and  to  send  to  us  —  In  compliance  with  our  power- 
-attomey-to-call  sent  over  to  you  in  behalf  of  our  congregation  —  the  Rev.  pious 
d  blglily-leamed  Mr.  Cornelius  van  Schle;  so  also  has  he,  under  the  protecting 
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galdance  of  the  Most  High,  arrived  safely  at  New  York,  with  his  wife*  on 
tember  0,  (O.  S.)  1732.     He  thence  came  on  the  30th  of  September,  In  fall 
to  Poughkeepsle,  and  was  introduced  by  Rev.  (Gualteras)  da  Bols  to  onr 
on  October  8,  in  the  forenoon.    He  preached  his  installation-sermon  In  the 
noon  of  the  same  day,  to  the  complete  satisfaction  and  great  Joy  of  the 
congregation.     Since  that  time,   he  has  exercised  his   ministry  among  ns 
fully  to  our  great  edification.    In  addition  to  this,  we  are  not  able  adegvatsly 
express  what  peculiar  pleasure  we  take  in  his  Christian  walk  and  oonversal 
among  us. 

We  have  therefore  doomed  it  our  bonnden  duty  —  In  view  of  Qod*s 
guidance  in  our  behalf  unto  this  happiness;  and  for  the  acknowledgment  of 
faithful  labors  in  calling  the  Uev.  van  Schie,  now  our  worthy  pastor  and 
to  forward  to  you  these  few  lines  to  express  our  gratitude,  as  we.  Indeed,  ds 
these  presents.  The  whole  congregation  Joins  us  herein,  prnfrsslng  their 
obligations  to  you,  and  their  sincere  thankfulness.  Rev.  Gentlemen,  In  prorUlsgl 
us  with  so  able  and  edifying  a  minister.  And  now  we  pray  God,  that  he  in\ 
■enlighten  us  for  many  years  to  come,  by  his  ministry.  In  doctrine  and  In  llfS^ 
our  edification  in  our  holy  faith,  and  the  winning  of  many  sonls. 

With  our  heartfelt  wishes  for  every  blessing  upon  your  predons  persons, 
^our  distinguished  ministries,  and  your  beloved  households,  from  God  In  Ohrii^ 
we  subscribe  ourselves. 

Very  Rev.  Sirs. 

Your  humble  and  obedient  servants. 

The  Elders  of  Poughkeepsle. 
Peter  Parmentier,  John   Yan  Kleeck. 

The  Deacons  of  Poughkeepsle. 
his 
Myndart  van  NB  den  Bogaart,  Peter  van  Kleeck. 

mark. 

The  Elders  of  Fishkili. 
Abraham  Buys,  Abraham  Brinkerhof,  Henry  his  HF  mark  Phylps,  Frank  de  LaBfC 

Poughkeepsie.  April  21,  1782.     Fishkili,   April  23.  1732. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  Gerardus  llaeglioort,  to  the  High-Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

May  1,  1732. 

(Port-folio  "New  York",  Vol.  i.) 

Her.  Gentlemen  and  Brethren  in  ChrlBto,  Constituting  the  High  Reverend  Classli 
of  Amsterdnm:— 

I  have,  by  this  opportunity,  the  honor  to  make  known  to  you  my  fortnnite 
arrival  hero.  I  landc<l  at  New  York  on  August  2,  1731.  Subsequently  I  was  re- 
ceived with  much  love  in  my  conerejiratiou  as  their  lawful  pastor  and  teacher, 
according  to  the  Act  of  Classis  brought  over  by  me.  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the 
gentlemen  authorized  to  call  mo.  I  was  introduced  here  by  Rev.  du  Bols,  minister 
at  New  York,  and  subHoqnently  occlesiastlcnily  iustolled  by  him. 

As  to  the  state  of  my  congregation:  I  found  this  to  be  in  a  very  distressful 
condition.  This  was  not  only  bccuuse  many  had  become  almost  wholly  English, 
and  had  thus  become  estranged  from  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  of  which  1  have 
dally  experience  with  the  injurious  consequ(?nceR  thereof;  and  to  which  the  lack 
of  Dutch  schools  has  largely  contributed:— Bnt  alKO,  particularly,  because  there 
still  exists  a  distressing  division  and  schism,  occasioned  by  the  preaching  of  Rev. 
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minister  at  Rarltan.    His  preaching  at  seyeral  times  and  places 
(t  1i«Tew    has  caused  many  to  separate  from  this  congregation,   so  that  they 
wlUIng  to  unite  In  the  call  of  a  minister  from  Holland.    Of  all  this  the 
bas  been  more  fnlly  Informed  In  an  extended  recital  sent  to  the  Olassls 
conalstory  of  the  Naveslnks,   In  their  power  of  attorney,   sent  to  the 
TUi  de  Wal,  Vos,  Beels,  and  Reitsma.    I  am  therefore  greatly  surprised 
of  the  gentlemen  authorised  to  call  me,  nor  one  of  the  Classls,  told 

aKythlBir  about  these  troubles.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  Rev.  (Joseph)  Morgan 
m  mat  belong  to  your  Classical  Assembly. 

tnr  wbeB  this  congregation  wrote  for  a  minister,  and,  at  the  same  time,  put 
■f  1b  subordination  to  the  Rey.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
Mi  hmw  been  much  more  Christian  and  fraternal,  if  the  Classls  had  Informed 
§g  Bintater,  who  was  about  to  go  over  to  them,  of  all  the  facts  in  the  case; 
I  If  tkej  had  strengthened  him,  giving  him  their  wise  advice  and  aid  how  to 
■iwt  bimself  in  a  congregation  all  in  confusion,  and  scattered  over  a  wide 
■tety.  This  was  also  the  express  request  of  the  Consistory  of  the  Naveslnks 
In  tbcy  made  themselves  subordinate  to  the  Classls,  and  explained  the  state 

tkilr  ehurch.  What  might  have  been  the  cause  of  this  lack  of  attention  to 
li  Batter,  by  the  Classls,  or  what  gave  occasion  to  such  conduct,  I  cannot  sur- 
Ib  But  although  I  cannot  help  wondering  why  you  did  not  aid  me  with  your 
yttleiiced  advice,  yet  to  my  Joy,  your  wish  has  been  fulfilled.  For  the  Lord  has 
MB  pleased  so  to  bless  my  ministry  here  to  such  a  degree,  that  those  who  have 
fiiated  liave  come  back,  little  by  little,  and  have  united  themselves  once  more 
llh  the  church. 

It  is  this  Eev.  Brethren  which  I  desire  to  communicate  to  you;  not  only  in 
iHUment  of  my  promise,  that  I  would  correspond  with  the  Rev.  Classls,  but  also 
I  eoBslderatlon  of  your  complaint  of  ignorance  regarding  the  state  of  the  church 
■e    If  that  complaint  was  a  Just  one,  I  leave  you  to  Judge  for  yourselves. 

Aeeordingly,  do  not  regard  these  lines  as  written  with  any  other  object  than 
I  fslflll  my  promise  and  to  obey  your  request.  In  this,  I  could  not  avoid  men- 
tntag  the  names  and  aifalrs  of  others,  as  necessarily  belonging  to  the  state  of 
If  church;  especially  since  I  keep  myself  totally  out  of  the  Rarltan  affair.  In 
I  hr  as  it  touches  my  congregation,  I  manage  it  upon  an  entirely  different  basis. 

4s  not  pry  Into  their  affairs. 

Ai  regards  the  further  condition  of  my  church:  The  members  of  the  two 
•SfTtgations  together  are  only  a  little  more  than  a  hundred.  But  there  is  not 
Kkiag  a  great  number  of  adults  and  youth,  who  may  become  members.  There- 
tale  yeu  can  see  that  there  is  much  to  be  done  by  a  young  minister,  especially 
s  there  are  here  all  sorts  of  sects,  and  a  commingling  of  all  kinds  of  hurtful  and 
m-dcstroylng  opinions. 

Having  at  present  nothing  more  to  communicate,  I  herewith  break  off.  I  pray 
hit  the  AU-sufllclent  God  may  cause  your  persons,  families  and  sacred  minis- 
rtes  to  overflow  with  all  prosperity  and  real  blessing. 

I  am,  and  will  always  prove  myself  to  be.  Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren  in  Christo, 
Mr  obedient  and  ready  servant. 

Gerard   Haeghoort. 
■eehold.  May  1,  1732. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
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be  (Seceded)  Consistory  of  Raritan,  (the  Complainants)  to  the 

Classis  of  Amsterdam,  May  4,  1732. 

?ort-folio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i.     Extracts  in  Vol.  xxii.  219.) 

the  High  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam: 

lercrcnd*  Pious,  and  Highly-Learned  Gentlemen,  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ 
nw:— To«r  High  Revs,  much  esteemed  lines  of  May  8,   1781,   sent  per  Rev. 
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Haeghoort,  were  duly  recelTed.     From  them  we  with  pleasiire  perceive  that 
are,  at  length  assured  of  our  regard  for  your  ecclesiastical  authority;  and  that, 
recognise,  from  our  letter  with  the  enclosures,  that  we  are  seeking  nothliif 
than  a  righteous  peace  for  the  Church.     We  also  thankfully   accept  year 
Revs,  well-founded  decision,  releasing  us  from  the  ban,  and  nolUfylng  the 
and  your  wish  that  we  and  ours  may  properly  enjoy  the  Lord's  Supper 
ourselves;  as  well  as  your  fatherly  admonition  to  make  a  right  nse  of  thli, 
decision.     We  also  thankfully  acknowledge  your  exhortation  to  seek  anew, 
and  reunion  with  Rev.  Frillnghuyseu  and  his  followers;  yet  that  we  are  not  til 
this  by  consenting  to  his  errors,  and  the  mistakes  which  haye  been  Introdneil! 
him;  but  that  we  are  to  cooperate  to  ward  them  off,  and  to  rescue  the 
from  its  decline,  and  to  restore  it  to  Its  purity  in  harmony  with  the  DQtck 
formed  Church  Order;  and  that  you  also  have  recommended  the  aame  thbp 
Rev.  Frilinghuyson,  etc. 

We  accordingly  sent  the  letter  and  enclosures  —  Letter  A;  and  their 
reply  in  writing  —  Letter  B.     Upon  this  we  commented  substantially  as 
That  what  concerned  them  and  us  mutually,  in  your  letter  to  us,  had  been 
communicated  to  them  verbally;  that  their  reply  consisted  only  of  exceptiOQi 
certain  appearances,  suppositions,  and  demands  already  discussed  to  a  finish  la 
letters  of  the  year  1729,  which  were  sent  to  yon  In  1730  among  the  enclosurea, 
accepted  by  you;  that  their  resolution  in  this  letter,  marked  **  Letter  B,**  wati 
a  pretence,  and  that  thereby  their  object  was  to  be  seen.    Therefore  It  was  the  I 
necessary  (for  them?)  to  communicate  to  us  your  entire  letter;  for  thereby 
new  postponement  of  theirs  was  all  the  more  to  be  feared,  together  with 
tional  exceptions,   suppositions   and   imaginations  of  theirs,  all  to  our  pioknfii] 
distress. 

It  was  therefore  thought  best  to  answer  their  letter  very  briefly  In  order  net  t» 
get  disputing  anew,  and  thus  still  further  to  delay  the  peace. 

It  seemed  therefore  very  important  to  present  to  them  In  writing  the  Pcstt- 
Articles  as  suggested  in  your  letters.  This,  however,  took  time;  for  we  had  A 
similar  paper  signed  by  our  adherents,  in  behalf  of  a  general  peace.  Then  thar 
Peace-Articles  were  delivered  to  Rev.  Friliughuysen  and  his  Consistory,  as  |Nr 
enclosures  —  Letter  C.  Therein  the  first  two  articles  are  what  yon  wrote  to  oi. 
The  third,  fourth  and  fifth  Articles,  were  deemed  necessary  also,  besides  tke 
reasons  which  are  mentioned  in  them,  for  the  following  reasons: 

1.  Because  most  of  the  members  of  Rev.  Frlllnghuy sen's  Consistory  have  ^^ 
mained  in  office  since  the  Citations  were  first  issued  (1723);  or  have  become  Eldoi 
from  Deacons.  But  this  is  opposed  to  the  accepted  Church-Order. (?)  It  is  m 
done,  however,  because  they  will  not  entrust  the  office  to  others  who  are  not 
against  us. 

2.  (The  additional  Articles  were  added)  in  order  that,  if  the  principal  opponeatt 
on  either  side  would  resign  their  offices,  and  an  equal  number  be  chosen  fromM^ 
side  as  members  of  a  new  (l^onslstory,  then  in  accordance  with  the  purpose  of  tki 
Classis,  such  a  Consistory  could  act  more  harmoniously  for  the  establishment  of 
the  general  pc*ace;  and  to  such  a  Consistory,  the  proper  submission  of  all  would 
be  more  readily  and  cheerfully  given. 

3.  (And  the  additional  Articles  were  added)  that  to  such  a  change,  their  dis- 
position toward  true  peace  might  appear;  but  If  they  do  not  consent  to  it,  that  thes 
the  Classis  may  judge  whether  they  do  not  seek  to  keep  up  the  old  quarreU  tnd 
whether  we  have  not  done  everything  rightly,  with  all  our  hearts. 

The  Sixth  Article,  besides  that  which  is  evident  therein,  seemed  to  us  also  Just 
In  that  It  mentioned  all  the  Dutch  Preachers,  or  at  least  five  of  them  (as  referees); 
This  was  done  (1)  In  order  thus  to  prevent  new  alienations  among  the  ministers 
and  also  to  get  them  all  Into  one  United  Body  In  the  general  Ber\'lce  of  the  Church 
and  under  the  Classis. —  (2)  In  order  tliat  everything,  now  through  so  long  serl« 
of  years,  fallen  with  decay,  mlj;ht  the  better  be  restored  and  maintained  accordloi 
to  the  Dutch  Church-Order. —  (3)  Because,  If  not  all,  certainly  most  of  the  churchci 
here,  have  suffered  from  this  general  decline  of  the  Church.  This  also  fnrthei 
justifies  the  Seventh  Article.     The  Eighth  then  followed  from  what  is  presented 


OF  THE  State  of  New  Yobk.        2585 

cth;  forasmneh  as  moch  effort  was  made  last  year  to  receive  Rev.  Friling- 
ack  again  Into  fraternal  relations,  among  the  offended  ministers.  Bnt  the 
raa,  that  he  mnst  first  obey  the  utterances  of  Classis.  From  this  it  appears 
I  la  the  proper  way  to  peace.  Inasmuch  as  this  now  appears  to  be  the 
me,  we  ask  in  the  Eighth  Article*  that  you  would  take  this  matter  also 
yoM  consideration, 
•at  which  la  found  in  this  our  Peace-Letter  (Letter  C.)  we  trust  will  also 

yon  that  the  whole  plan  la  well  calculated  toward  establishing  a  general 
Bnt  whether  we  have  succeeded  or  not  In  making  It  easy  In  this  way  to 
I  and  whether  our  reasons  are  sound,  we  leave  submissively  to  your 
1  judgement,  as  our  competent  Judges. 

0  tlila  our  Peace-Letter,  we  were  expecting  from  Rev.  Frlllnghuysen  and 
r  a  favorable  answer;  and  especially  because,  on  reading  it,  he  declared  to 
an  one,  hia  complete  satisfaction  with  It.  But  his  Consistory  may  have 
■d  decided,  with  liim,  to  send  this  reply  to  you,  of  which  we  also  send  you 
n  copy;  (Letter  D.) 

Ir  First  Article  you  will  see  how  they  still  keep  up  their  contention  against 
h  as  already  said  above,  was  disputed  to  a  finish,  in  1729  and  1790. 
[mpliclty  of  their  Second  Article,  wholly  outside  of  our  dispute,  exhibits 
clearly  that  we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  further  comment  on  it. 
lird  and  Fourth  Articles  against  us,  have  had  the  force  taken  out  of  them 
ice,  in  our  Third  and  Fourth  Articles,  above. 

their  Fifth  Article:  In  this  they  themselves  acknowledge  that  (Rev. 
Tennent  is  an  English  dissenter;  that  they  have  let  him  preach,  by  per- 
as  they  call  It,  in  that  one  of  our  churches  which  is  at  the  beginning  of 
[lie  Ron,  on  the  waterside,  (New  Brunswick?)  according  to  our  previous 
»  you.  Bnt  this  has  been  allowed  also  in  two  other  of  our  churches,  in 
icinity  there  is  not  generally  any  English  congregation;  as  at  Old  Rarltan, 
fia  mentioned  before  in  connection  with  the  closing  of  the  Church  in  our 
g  letter;  and  In  the  church  at  Six  Mile  Run,  when  this  was  still  standing; 
hua  preached,  as  a  secundus  (colleague?)  of  Rev.  Frillnghuysen.  Our  reply 
of  June  10,  1729,  shows  this  more  clearly.  Thus  is  he  equally  for  the 
nd   the  English.     Against  their  charge  that   some  of  us  helped   to  call 

the  written  declarations  under  the  Letters  E.  and  F.  will  serve, 
hey  add  in  these,  their  Articles  "  we  wish  to  be  preserved  from  persecut- 
lish   Presbyterians  etc."—  indicates   how   they  construe  the   Classical   de- 
%  and  prayer  to  restore  everything  on  the  old  footing,  even  in  the  matter 
Bnglish  business.     But  how,  then,  can  they  resolve  —  for  they  profess  to 

do  this  —  to  continue  with  English  dissenters  in  our  Dutch  churches? 
ij  show  that  they  do  not  care  for  that  greater  decline  which  the  Classis 
*refrom.  But  then,  they  are  of  a  different  opinion  (from  the  Classis.) 
It  onr  Sixth  Article,  which  has  been  Justified  by  us  in  its  whole  extent, 
[tb  Article  appears  too  ambiguous,  to  show  that  they  are  in  favor  of  the 
'ertainly  they  are  not  In  favor  of  submission,  so  as  to  remove  that  English 
%  and  to  take  away  from  our  churches  other  errors  that  have  come  In;  but 
onne  Is  in  conflict  with  their  previous  expressed  desire,  as  well  as  against 
ihea. 

eTenth  Article  leaves  us  in  the  dark,  and  is  against  the  Dutch  C!hurch- 
Tbat  the  Classis,  however,  took  pleasure  therein  as  against  our  Seventh 
la  their  language.  But  if  this  is  so,  then  all  orthodox  Dutch  Consistories 
emned,  when  they  accept  of  members  on  lawful  church-certificates,  (with- 
xamination  of  the  person).  Bnt  therein,  again,  is  shown  no  disposition 
^eace  with  the  other  churches,  on  the  part  of  Rev.  Frlllnghuysen  and  his 
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ling  to  their  Eighth  Article,  their  harmony  Is  to  be  only  "  with  the  other 
u"  This,  then.  Is  not  according  to  our  fairly  indicated  and  distinct  requMt 
Eighth  Article,  which  Includes  the  other  Dutch  '*  preachers  "  as  well  as 
»ngregatlons."  But  that  part  relating  to  the  "  ministers  "  they  entirely 
DO  matter  how  greatly  necessary  it  may  be  for  the  peace  of  the  other 
hnrehes,  and  fellowship  with  them  all;  as  well  as  the  continued  existence 
lurch  at  Rarltan.  They  show  that  they  are  not  In  favor  of  this,  since  they 
lUlog  to  promise  that  their  newly  elected  Consistory,  from  time  to  time 
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should  sign  these  Peace-Articles.     And  although  thlB  was  requested  and  nrfi 
our  Article,  they  pass  It  entirely  by.    Their  request  for  a  personal  conferenee 
us,  we  cannot  grant  them: 

(1)  Because  of  their  readiness  at  twisting  words  Into  slanders  against  aa^  i 
out  the  least  reason  for  so  doing,  as  witness  their  Article  Fifth.  In  that,  tlM^ 
that  some  of  us  helped  to  call  Tennent.  But  compare  this  with  oar  expUM 
under  Letters  E.  and  F. 

(2)  Because  they  yet  show  themsclyes  to  be  far  from  submissive  to  the  Cli 
and  In  no  sense.  In  favor  of  truth  and  peace  with  all  the  other  orthodox  D 
Reformed  Ministers  and  Churches  In  this  land.    But  without  this  we  cannot  i 
ourselves  with  them.    For  they  will  keep  on  In  their  old  way,  of  taking  back 
one  hand  what  they  give  with  the  other. 

(3)  Because  they  yet  declare  that  It  Is  certain  that  Classls  will  not  be  ab! 
require   any   more  concessions   from    them.     Thus   they   hope    to   have  all 
Articles,  In  Letter  D.  considered  as  approved  by  Classls.    Therefore  our  conCa 
with  them  for  any  modification  would  be  quite  In  vain. 

In  response,  then,  to  all  our  previous  presentations,  and  the  one  which  we 
again  make,  we  know  of  no  more  reasonable  hope,  nor  better  founded  expect 
In  this  business,  than  that  the  Classls  should  be  pleased  to  grant  our  reqoei 
permission  to  call  a  minister  for  ourselves,  together  with  Millstone,  (nor  Hullo 
and  we  want  Classls  to  note  well,  to  this  end,  our  submissive  reasons  thei 
They  are  these: 

That  we  belong  to  a  particular  church  but  we  have  been  excluded  therefft 
such  manner  as  Is  well-known.  And  It  further  appears  that  this  particular  ch 
against  the  whole  tenor  of  your  express  Classical  deliverances  persists  in  keepi 
excluded.  Have  not  reconciliation  and  peace  been  fully  sought  on  our  pai 
compliance  with  your  deliverances?  And,  on  the  other  hand,  does  not  that 
tlcular  Church  appear  as  resolved  to  persist  In  their  disobedience?  And  mast 
allowed  thus  to  continue,  while  we  are  left  to  languish?  Must  we  be  left 
longer  without  the  enjoyment  of  an  orthodox  minister  of  our  own?  Do  no 
perilous  consequences  of  keeping  us  in  this  condition  still  longer,  appear,  fro 
that  has  been  Indicated  heretofore  and  now? 

And  In  opposition  to  those  who  keep  up  such  sad  and  Injurious  schlsme, 
not  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  huve  u  new  minister?  not  to  constitute  J 
congregation  In  their  midst,  but  to  restore  among  us  our  own  old  Dutch  Ref 
Church.  This  should  be  done  In  opposition  to  that  particular  church,  constl 
and  obstinately  maintained  by  Rev.  Frilinghuysen  and  his  party,  in  the  n 
which  is  well  known  aud  in  opposition  to  the  strengthening  of  said  churr 
means  of  an  English  Dissenter,  as  a  new  minister  in  connection  with  Rev.  F 
huysen,  as  they  say  — '*  By  permission."  We  wish  to  be  preserved  from 
opposing  conditions.  For  they  continue  to  exist,  notwithstanding  your  wrltln 
the  admission  of  English  Dissenters  In  this  way.  into  our  church.  Is  at  va 
with  the  ministers'  pledges;  with  the  accepted  Formulae  of  Concord,  and  Is 
fore  In  conflict  with  their  duty;  that  it  also  makes  you  apprehensive  ai 
pectant  of  further  decline  in  the  Church:  although  you  request,  counsel,  adn 
and  beg  them,  very  kindly  and  earnestly,  to  remedy  this  matter,  by  putting 
on  the  old  footing,  etc.,  etc. 

Now  It  Is  plainly  to  be  seen  to  what  kind  of  people  you  have  made  these 
sentatlons.  For  they  yet  publicly  boast  that  we  shall  never  get.  a  minister 
you,  unless  we  first  reconcile  ourselves  with  them.  And  they  think,  ho 
much  contrary  to  your  wishes,  that  they  shall,  by  means  of  their  pen 
evasions,  remain,  through  you,  our  masters,  although  we  are  so  humblj 
missive  to  you.  Yea,  also,  either  because  of  the  still  continuing  Insanity  (de 
in  sickness?)  of  Mr.  Frilinghuysen,  or  because  he  may,  sooner  or  later  die 
think  they  further  see  a  chance  to  seek  a  call  Independently  of  you.  For  int 
they  hope  to  find  help  for  this  from  Rev.  Santdvord. 

We  beseech  you  then,  by  all  means,  having  full  proof  of  where  the  fault  II 
give  your  consent,  and  end  our  mournful  perplexity.  Permit  us  to  call  a  usefi 
good  minister;  one  that  will  unite  with  us  harmoniously  In  all  the  service. 
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ilncotible  chorcli-decliiie  may  be  checked,  and  a  remedy  foand;  the  moderate 
'  mtj  be  won  back,  etc.,  etc.,  according  to  oor  prerloos  letter.    Do  this  In  oor 
tliat  we  may  no  longer  be  compelled  to  seek  the  enjoyment  of  the  Sacred 
It  Seals  elsewhere,  outside  of  our  own  chorches,  while  we  are  forced  to 
In  our  own  Rarltan  churches,  the  bitter  treatment  of  self-opinionated  per- 
to  let  such  people  go  on  in  spite  of  yon.    For  now,  by  your  orders  we 
sit  stUL 
both  these  causes,  operating  now  for  many  years  In  succession,  the  decline 
Ike  Dntch  Church,  however  much  apprehended  by  you,  is  still  more  feared  by 
We  fear  that  It  will  become  altogether  irreparable.    The  admission  of  English 
Iters  Into  our  churches  has  already  had  most  perilous  consequences  in  other 
chorches  as  well  as  ours.     It  comes  from  the  making  of  calls  upfon  those 
baT*  receWed  ordination  from  Independents,  etc.,  etc.     This  you  may  judge 
ir  yovrselTes,  from  the  written  declarations  on  this  subject  from  other  quarters, 
b  reply  to  your  request  for  further  Information  as  to  how  matters  stand  with 
Dissenter  (Gilbert  Tennent)  we  reply:    That  this  information  appears 
our  prerlous  letter  to  you,  tIz.,  that  he  preaches  (in  our  churches)  In  the 
langnage;  and  such  Information  further  appears  from  the  paper  enclosed. 
CLettcr  D.  Art.  5).    This  says  that  he  is  an  English  Dissenter,  and  also  indicates 
Us  collosion  (samenspan)  with  Rev.  Frelinghuysen  and  his  Consistory;  so  that 
not  acruple  to  express  the  wish  to  be  preserved  even  unto  a  remarriage 
r)  with  him  by  ecclesiastical  act,  in  order  to  protect  him  in  the  per- 
of  worship  In  our  churches.    During  these  conjoint  services  of  him  and 
he  administers  the  Covenant  Seals,  mingling  the  English  and  Dutch 
with   such  other   In  the   worship.     Rev.    Frelinghuysen   preaches  .and 
prays  and  baptises;  and  then  together  they  administer  the  Holy  Sup^r. 
An  this  la  In  further  proof  that  he  (Tennent)  is  a  secundus  (colleague).     Now  if 
who  belong  in  Dutch  churches  persist  In  employing  English  Dissenters,  they 
from  the  Holland  Church-Order  and  Liturgy;  for  these  belong  to  the  Dutch 
r;  and  certainly  they  are  nowhere  In  use  among  the  English  over  here.     We 
tlierefore,  be  careful  to  keep  things  in  the  Dutch  way,  in  our  churches,  even 
K 7*  **  7<M>  *l*o  request  and  advise  us,  yea,  admonish  and  beseech  us.    We  have  not, 
complained  to  you  concerning  that  English  Dissenter  because  of  any 
from  the  pure  administration  of  the  Covenant  Seals;  but  because  of  his 
departore  from  the  Holland  manner  of  administering  these  Holy  Covenant  Seals; 
aad  concerning  the  administration  of  them,  according  to  hts  own  self-opinionated 
ways;  for  he  is  a  stranger  among  us.    This  was  once  the  opinion  of  Rev.  Frillng- 
^SjjBin   And   his   Consistory;    and    therefore   it   was   only    "  permitted "    in   their 
^■rdiefl.    Just  so.  Rev.  Frelinghuysen,  in  hts  letter  to  us  of  the  year  1720,  which 
ysa  have  from  us,  declared  therein  that  he  would  neither  "  grant  nor  permit  *' 
Ber.  Koena  to  serve  in  his  churches,  because  Rev.  Koens  was  not  of  his  way  of 
tUaUng. 

We  tmat  that  English  Dissenters,  in  collusion  with  Rev.  Frilinghuysen  and  his 
Oonslfltory,  are  now  pretty  well  understood  by  you,  from  our  letters  and  enclosures, 
IS  well  as  from  other  sources.  You  will  now  have  sufficient  light,  as  to  what  they 
are  to  be  able  to  deliberate  wisely  on  the  subject.  We  cannot  make  mention  of 
say  further  details  about  Tennent's  services,  nor  further  answer  your  letter  of 
SCsy  8,  1781,  because  we  do  not  attend  those  services  lest  we  should  excite  some 
sew  charges,  from  our  opponents,  against  us.  We  have  already  been  slandered  for 
hiving  given  aid  In  calling  htm;  and  should  we  now  attend  his  services,  we  should 
again  be  slandered  as  grantors  of  our  churches  for  said  services.  Therefore  we  had 
to  stay  away  from  them,  and  cannot  give  you  any  further  particulars. 

Ton  desire  also  to  know  just  what  had  happened  in  connection  with  the  skipper 
Goelet;  and  the  proofs  of  Rev.  Frelinghuysen's  instigations  of  friends,  and  of  other 
things,  that  you  might  render  a  final  decision.  This  has  been  sufficiently  compiled 
with  In  a  previous  answer.  Therefore  we  hope  that  henceforth  your  Revs,  will 
keep  still  about  it! 

Thna  then,  our  case  against  Rev.  Frelinghuysen  and  others  has  been  fully  pre- 
sented, and  is  this:  That  EngllBh  Dissenters  have  lately  undertaken  to  perform 
services  In  our  churches:  for  independently  of  this  fact,  we  allow  the  matter  to 
stand  on  Ita  own  merits: —  but  we  present  this  for  the  better  conviction  of  your 
Bers.,  and  for  our  —  bygevoegd(?) 
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Since,  therefore,  we  have  tried  to  our  utmost  to  satlitr  joa  in  ewetjtblng 
reasonable  manner,  we  once  more  make  most  humbly  our  feirent  request 
flual  deliverance  by  you  on  this  business,  and  for  your  speedy  permlMloo  to 
minister,  as  per  our  letter  of  authorization,  in  conjanction  with  JftllttftatL 
Harlingen.)    We  have  communicated  with  the  people  of  Millstone,  ai  yon 
the  Classical  communication  regarding  that  call. 

As  in  our  previous  letter,  with  the  heartiest  wishes  for  the  best  welfare  of , 
precious  persons,  your  Sacred  Ministries,  and  your  families,  and  with  ail 
reverence  and  esteem,  with  the  hope  of  speedy  help,  we  remain. 

High   Rev.   Sirs,   Fathers  and   Brethren,  in  Christ,   Yoor  humble  and 
servants,   and  humble  petitioners  for  the  Church, —  The  Representatives  of 
Complainants.    In  the  name  of  all. 

Simon  Wyckot 
Henry  Vroom. 
New  York,  May  4,  1782.* 

Declaration  of  Henry  Vroom,  for  himself;  and  ai  Simon  Wyckof' 
and  Henry  Vroom,  for  themselves  and  the  Complainants,  goh  "- 
erally,  as  to  their  not  paying  any  salary  to  Rev.  Gilbert  Tear 
nent.     (1732.) 

Enclosure  with  the  letter  of  the  Ilaritan  Comphiinants  To  the 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letter  E. 

In  reply  to  the  assertion  that  some  of  us  helped  to  call  that  English  dlSMotcf; 
(Rev.  Gilbert  Tennent,)  wherewith,  as  I  understand  it,  they  mean  me,  the  vaitf' 
signed,  Simon  Wyckhof :  therefore  I  do  hereby  testify  how  the  matter  stands,  w 
far  as  I  am  concerned. 

About  five  years  ago,  (1727)  being  at  Now  Brunswick,  two  Englishmen  came  ts 
me.  They  did  not  belong  to  the  Dutch  Church.  Their  names  are  William  Coki 
(Cox)  and  Daniel  Hutslsson,  (Hutchinson).  These  asked  me  if  I  wished  to  cos- 
tribute  anything  to  the  support  of  the  services  of  one  Gabriel  (Gilbert?)  TemieBt, 
later  known  in  our  documents  under  the  name  of  the  English  dissenter;  for  thef 
assured  us  that  their  English  Presbyterian  Church  (near  Freehold)  was  very  feeble. 
Thereupon,  I  answered,  I  will  do  you  this  favor  this  once,  but  I  will  not  con- 
tribute to  his  call  annually;  and  now,  I  will  only  subscribe  ten  shillings  for  tklf 
year.  For  it  is  a  custom  in  this  country,  that  one  should  donate  something  extn. 
out  of  good  will,  to  one's  pastor.  So  at  the  end  of  the  year  I  gave  them  the  tei 
shillings  without  ever  having  mixed  myself  up,  either  directly  or  Indirectly,  witi 
anybody  who  bad  called  blm;  neither  did  I  at  all  either  sign  his  call,  or  dgn  hii 
salary  list. 

For  the  stronger  conflrmation  that  all  the  above  is  truth:  I  declare  upon  mj 
church-membership  that  this  is  so.     Given  under  my  hand, 

Simon   Wyckhof. 
At  New  York,  May  4th,   1732. 

(Port-folio  "  New  York  '\  Vol.  i.) 

Letter  H. 

What  happened  to  me  regarding  the  solicitation  for  some  support,  for  Rev. 
Tennent,  consists  of  the  following: 

About  five  years  ago,  (1727),  Dr.  Daniel  Hitslsson  (Hutchinson)  came  to  me, 
saying,  there  is  now  an  English  preacher  here  of  your  persuasion:     Do  you  wisli 


[*  Compare  this  letter  with  that  of  the  same  persons  of  Feb.  7,  1732.] 
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#^«  me  anjthlns  for  Mb  Mlary?  I  asked  him  where  he  would  preach.  He  said 
Covrt*s  iMm.  Thla  was  the  place  where  Rev.  FrIllnghuyBen  preached  at  that 
ift.  I  aakcd  him  whether  he  was  going  to  preach  under  the  auspices  of  Rev. 
M^shujaen's  Consistory?  He  said,  I  do  not  know.  I  asked  him  then,  If 
bt.  VfUlnghnjsen  had  given  him  the  privilege  of  preaching  in  the  same  place 
itve  be  preached?  He  answered,  I  think  so.  Then  I  said,  I  want  nothing  to  do 
ptk  Mm.     Thereupon,  he  went  away. 

^W&mt  time  after,  I  asked  Dr.  Hitslsson  (Hutchinson)  how  he  liked  his  English 
Mster.  His  reply  was:  He  does  not  always  suit  me.  I  have  nothing  to  do 
fcwm 

*  Henry  Vroom. 

loth  of  us  have  also  been  assured  by  Peter  du  Mont  and  Daniel  Sebring,  sepa- 
r,  that  neither  of  them,  have  ever  been  solicited  for  any  salary  for  Rev. 


1788 


we  know  not  that  any  of  those  belonging  to  us,  the  Complainants,  have 
anything  towards  the  salary  of  Rev.  Tennent.     And  we  do  not  doubt  any 
ptf  them. 

Simon  Wyckof, 
Henry  Vroom. 

AH  this,  which  is  in  these  documents  to  be  found  took  place  according  to  these 
Isdumtions,  In  our  presence. 

O.  Du  Bois,  V.  Antonldes,  Henry  Boel. 
it  New  York,  May  4,  1732. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letter  to  Eev.  (Peter)  Driessen. 

1782,  May  5th.  A  letter  was  read  by  the  Rev.  Deputati  ad 
res  Extents,  written  to  Rev.  Driessen,  in  reply  to  his  letter  to  the 
(Sassia  mentioned  in  the  Acta  of  the  preceding  Classis.    xi.  67. 

Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  Cornelius  Van  Schie,  of  Poughkeepsie,  to  Messrs.  Van  de 
Wall,  Reels,  etc.,  Amsterdam.    May  7,  1732.  (O.  S.) 

(Portf  oHo  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i.) 

kddressed:  To  the  Reverend,  Pious  and  Highly-Learned  Mr.  Leonard  Beels, 
Minister  of  the  Gospel,  on  the  KelBers-gracht,  between  the  Regnllers  Gracht 
and  the  Utrecht  Street,  at  Amsterdam,  Holland. 

By  friends.     May  God  guide  them,  (met  vrlende,  wclkers  Leydsman  Godt  sy!) 

Poughkeepsie,  In  Dntchess  County. 
May  7,  1782,  O.  S. 

To  the  Rer.  Messrs.  Herman  Van  den  Wal.  Job  Hagells,  L.  Reels,  and  T.  RIetsma; 

▼•ry  Bererend  Sirs:—  After  thanking  you  once  more  for  the  favor  shown  me  In 
h*  call  which  you  made  on  me,  I  take  the  liberty,  according  to  my  promise,  to 
■form  yon  as  to  what  I  have  found  and  experienced  here  on  my  arrival.  After  a 
rojage  of  eleven  or  twelve  weeks,  we  arrived  at  New  York,  on  September  9,  of 
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last  year  (1781)  in  reasonably  good  health.    On  the  80th  of  the  uime  month,  in  tltj 
company  of  the  Rev.  (Gnalterus)  Du  Bois,  we  were  received  at  Pougfakeepvle.    Wi 
were  welcomed,  nftcr  the  manner  of  the  people  there  In  anch  a  waj  ms  Buit^ 
preacher  ever  before  experienced.    Thereupon  did  Rev.  Do  Boys  and  I  do  our  bot^ 
to  bring  about  and  to  place  everything  in  respect  to  ecclesiastical  matters.  In 
proper  order,  and  upon  n  good  footing.    On  October  8rd  Rev.  Da  Bois  Installed 
in  my  office,  and  I  entered  upon  my  duties  that  same  day  in  the  afteraooD.    Hij 
preached  on  Psalm  103  :  17:    "But  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  Is  from  everiastliK tij 
everlasting,  upon  them  that  fear  Him,  and  His  righteousness  unto  children's  dfl* 
dren.'*    And  my  text  was  Goloss.  4  : 2,  3,  &  4:    **  Continue  In  prayer,  and  watck  li 
the  same  with  thanksgiving:  withal  praying  also  for  us,  that  Ck>d  would  open  to 
us  a  door  of  utterance,  to  speak  the  mystery  of  Christ,  etc.,  etc/*    I  have  fart)M^ 
more,    endeavored    to    perform    my    services   here    as   well    as   the   Lord's  fttti 
permit  me. 

As  to  our  sea-voyage,  it  went  reasonably  well,  inasmuch  as  we  had  a  gosi 
honest,  and  every  way  decent  man  for  our  captain.  This  was  all  the  more  pleaMit 
for  us,  as  we  found  ourselves  in  the  company  of  an  Insufferable  passenger.  Ai  t» 
our  stay  or  visit  at  New  York  —  I  was  there  with  my  wife  at  the  house  of  Ber. 
(Oualterus!  Du  Bois,  for  whom  I  preached  twice.  At  that  time,  also,  there  were 
very  few  homes  free  from  smallpox,  of  which  disease,  a  large  number  of  people 
died.  But  notwithstanding  this  epidemic  prevailed  the  entire  winter,  and  doei 
also  to  this  day  in  my  place;  nevertheless,  thank  God,  I  have  so  far  remained  fRe 
from  it.  As  to  this  district  of  country  —  Rev.  (Gualterus)  du  Bole  last  aatnmii 
sent  such  a  circumstantial  and  elaborate  description  of  it,  to  the  Very  Rev.  Mr.  L 
Reels,  that  I  can  neither  add  to,  nor  take  from  it.  I  only  want  to  say,  that  it  ii 
not  Holland  by  any  means.  And  although  a  pound  here  is  equivalent  to  eiflit 
Holland  guilders,  (three  dollars  and  twenty  cents  then;  now  twelve  guilders,  oc 
four  dollars  and  eighty  cents),  these  eight  guilders  equal  no  more  than  six  gnlldcii 
in  Holland.  For  money  is  very  scarce  here,  and  therefore  worth  mbre  thaa  la 
Holland.  Excepting  food  and  drink,  everything  here  is  almost  as  dear  again  as  la 
Holland,  and  some  things  actually  twice  as  dear.  A  preacher  here,  moreover,  tuf 
much  horse-back  riding,  oud  otherwise  wears  out  more  clothes  and  other  artlclei. 
than  in  Holland,  and  ou  that  account  needf?  more  for  his  support. 

Regarding  my  places  in  particular:  tlioy  arc  as  much  as  three  good  hours  from 
i>ach  other;  and  every  other  Sunday  I  must  ride  that  distance,  thither  and  back, 
through  the  woods  and  along  steep  paths.     Many  people  here  wore  born,  and  grev 
ni>,  in  the  woods,  and  know  little  of  anything  else  except  what  belongs  to  farmiof. 
Indeed  It  can  hardly  be  believed  what  trouble  and  toil  a  minister  has,  to  Introduce 
any  civility  into  these  places  where  there  never  has  been  a  minister  before.    For 
many  people  here  are  like  the  wild  horses  of  the  woods  which  have  never  yet  been 
broken,  and  which   will  not  allow  the  bit  to  be  placed  In   their  mouth  till  after 
some  time.     Nevertheless  we  ought    to  thank  God  that,  although   most  of  these 
people  can  neither  read  nor  write,  yet  most  of  them  have  so  much  respect  for  God 
and  His  Word,  that  when  one  smites  them  with  the  sword  of  God's  Word,  thef 
willingly  submit.     And  although  some  are  refractory,  yet  this  is  only  l>ecaose  thej 
are  convicted  by  God's  truth.     Thus  they  get  some  desire  for  God  and  Religion. 
Indeed,  some  would  carry  a  minister,  if  It  were  possible,  on  their  hands.     But  this 
helps  me,  to  some  degree,  in  certain  lines  of  thought  in  connection  with  certain 
heedless  persons.     I  (tannot  convince  these,  if  they  take  a  stand  against  me.    Bou 
inasmuch  as  they  have  sought  after  me  with  certain  promises.  In  reference  to  my 
choice  of  a  dwelling  place:  and  because  I,  against  all  right  and  fairness,  according 
to  these  unwilling  ones,  have  followed  my  own  wishes,  a  privilege  granted  me  in 
my  call,  in  choosing  my  place  of  abode,  without  letting  myself  be  bribed  by  gifts 
or  donations;  these,  I  say,  are  a  little  Jealous  on  that  account. 

Finally,  in  reference  to  a  good  school  master:  Although  one  is  very  much  needed 
in  each  of  my  charges,  yet  the  churches  are  not  yet  in  a  condition  to  call  one.  Bot 
I  live  in  the  hope  that  when  the  churches,  which  are  yet  young  and  only  newly 
organized,  have  grown  somewhat,  in  the  course  of  time,  that  they  will  then  make 
provision;  for  there  is  a  good  enough  chance  for  this  in  this  congregation.  The 
people  are  now  busy  building  my  house.  Also  my  labors  have  been  so  blessed  by 
Ood,  thus  far.  that  in  each  place  the  number  of  the  members  has  fairly  increased, 
considering  the  time  I  have  been  here. 

This  is  what  I  had  to  comniMuIcate  to  you.      I  know  of  nothing  else  to  write 
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■t,  excepting  thli.  In  1117  opinion^  It  would  tend  Tery  much  to  the  welfare  of 
t  ^Qrch  In  fhlB  land.  If  the  preachen,  under  your  watchful  and  proyiding  care, 
■t  nailed  with  an  order  to  arrange  a  sort  of  Classls  among  themselvcB;  in  order 
■^  miftder  yonr  adTlce,  to  guard  against  all  irregularities  in  the  churches,  etc. 
Vvtker  I  commend  you  to  the  protection  of  the  Most  High,  and  will  always 
WW  Ood  to  make  you.  Bey.  Sirs,  as  well  as  ourselyes,  more  worthy  to  be  his 
Mnnacnts  to  break  down  more  entirely  the  kingdom  of  Satan,  and  to  build  up 
■R  completely  the  kingdom  of  the  Son  of  Ood*s  loye.  I  subscribe  myself, 
^flij  Rcrerend  Sirs, 

Tonr  obedient  and  obliged  aeryant,  and  fellow  laborer  In  Christ  Jesus. 

Cornelius  Van  Schle. 

.  T.  ft.   I  request  the  cordial  presentation  of  my  senrice  to  the  Very  Rey.  Van  Son, 
Eoney  (?),  and  yan  der  Karat  of  Leyden;  and  to  ail  the  other  ministers  of 
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fXUs  letter  is  written  in  an  exceedingly  small  hand,  on  one  small  sheet  of  paper.) 

Teinity  Chuech,  New  Toek. 

Trinity  Church  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel, 

May  1732. 

New  York,  May,  1782. 

I«y.  Sir:  We,  the  Eector,  Church  Wardens,  and  Vestry  of  Trinity  Church  in 
ttb  dty,  beg  leaye  to  acquaint  you,  the  Eeyerend  Mr.  Charlton  communicated  to 
■  joar  Letter  of  the  thirteenth  of  December  last,  by  which  we  are  Informed  that 
tti  Bodety  haye  been  pleased  to  condescend  to  our  Joint  request  In  appointing  him 
^SttteUst,  In  the  room  of  Mr.  Colgan;  and  by  your  fayour  of  the  twenty-fourth  of 
hknMTj  following,  you  are  pleased  to  acquaint  us  that  that  Venerable  Body,  in 
tfird  to  our  Eecommendatlon,  have  been  favourably  pleased  to  appoint  Mr. 
l^mas  Xozon  to  succeed  Mr.  Huddlestone  as  schoolmaster,  and  to  order  a 
{tatnlty  of  Twenty  pounds  to  Mrs.  Huddlestone;  for  all  which  favours,  we  readily 
%brace  thU  first  opportunity  of  returning  our  most  humble  and  hearty  thanks  to 
W  Honorable  Society,  and  beg  leave  to  assure  them  we  shall  not  only  be  very 
latlona  In  our  recommendations,  but  likewise,  upon  all  occasions  in  our  power, 
adeayour  to  encourage  and  further  their  pious  Intentions,  and  pursuant  to  their 
ywmnitdt  aignifled  in  your  said  letter,  we  hereby  certify,  that  the  said  Wm.  Nozon 
egnn  to  teach  school  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  April  last,  and  we  have  ap- 
Dlnted  the  Eector,  Church  Wardens,  and  some  of  the  Vestry  a  Committee,  to 
Wtt  the  said  school  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  shall  require,  to  certify  the 
mber  of  scholars,  management,  and  progress  thereof,  who  have  this  day  visited 
!•  aehool,  and  found  in  it  upwards  of  forty  poor  children  under  his  Instruction. 
U  which  we  desire  you  to  acquaint  the  Honorable  Society  of,  which,  with  our 
accre  prayers  to  Almighty  God  for  their  prosperity  and  happiness,  concludes  us 
vth  their  and  your  much  obliged  and  most  obedient  servants. 
Which  was  approved  of  and  signed. 

Mr.  Noxon,  at  the  time  he  received  the  appointment  as  Schoolmaster  of  the 
ocicty,  had  been  eighteen  years  a  member  of  the  Vestry.  The  discharge  of  his 
irlona  duties,  therefore,  t>elng  too  laborious  for  him,  he  informed  the  Board,  that 
y  renaon  of  his  being  advanced  in  years,  he  was  desirous  to  surrender  his  Office 
a  Clerk  of  the  Church,  provided  the  Vestry  would  be  pleased  to  continue  him 
herein  nntlll  the  19th  day  of  October  next,  at  which  time  his  Year  would  be 
Hsplent  and  Expire.  And  Mr.  Man,  who  Officiated  in  setting  and  singing  Psalms, 
ayln^  declared  his  willingness  and  consent  to  continue  the  same  under  Mr.  Noxon, 
pon  hia  being  paid  half  the  salary  allowed  Mr.  Noxon,  according  to  their  agree- 
lent,  nntil  that  time,  the  said  proposal  was  agreed  to  by  this  Board. 

It  wma  ordered,  the  Church  Wardens  should  pay  to  Mr.  Noxon  a  year's  salary 
rhlcb  was  dne  to  him;  and  that  they  should  pay  unto  the  said  Mr.  Man  three 
oonda  for  half  a  Year's  service  under  Mr.  Noxon,  at  the  request  of  the  Church 
rnrdeaa.— Berrian'a  History  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York,  pp.  51,  52. 
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Classis  of  Amstbbdam. 
Correspondence  in  America. 
The  Consistory  of  Raritan  to  the  Complainants.     May  10,  173i 

(Portf oHo  "  New  York  ",  Vol  i.) 

Sirs:—  We  had  intended,  as  you  may  have  gathered  from  our  last  letter  to 
to  have  no  further  correspondence  with  you,  in  regard  to  our  disputes.     Nei 
less,  because  you  misunderstood  or  mistook  the  sense  of  the  said  letter,  as  we 
learned,  thinking  that  we  demanded  anew,  a  confession  of  guilt  fh>m  yon, 
therefore,  were  not  In  favor  of  peace,  which  of  course  Is  not  the  case;  therel 
we  deemed  it  proper  to  better  inform  you,  by  this  brief  writing.    We  declare  heiiilrl 
that  we  are  earnestly  in  fav(»r  of  truth  and  peace.    To  this  end,  we  have  emplofii' 
many  means,  as  well  as  the  Peace-Proposals  of  the   Rev.   Classls,   as  you  mH 
know;  and  we  have  diligently  sought  to  follow  these  out,   but  hitherto  wltlMac 
fruit.    Now  notwithstanding  this,  and  realizing  the  importance  of  peace,  we  nuke 
a  proposition  to  you  once  more  in  this  manner:    We  ask  you,  if  you  will  Join  wttk 
us  and  submit  this  whole  affair  to  four  neighboring  ministers,  namely.  Rev.  Free- 
man, Rev.  Santfoort,  Rev.  Curtenlus  and  Rev.  Agoort  (Haeghoort);  and  that  etck 
side  is  to  bind  itself  to  abide  by  their  verdict  in  regard  to  us.     If  you  will  agree 
to  this,  let  118  know  it  at  the  first  opportunity. 

May  the  God  of  peace  incline  all  of  our  hearts  to  true  peace. 

By  the  Rev.  Consistory.    In  the  name  of  all, 

Jorls  van  Nieit 
Andrew  Ten  Eyck. 
Raritan,  May  10,  1732. 

IiKVS.  Du  BOIS  AND  BOEL  TO  THE  ClaSSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM.     MaT 

12,  1732.     (Xot  foimd.) 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  Netherland. 

1732,  July  7th.  Two  letters  have  arrived;  one  from  Rev. 
Haagoort,  and  the  other  from  Rev.  van  Schie,  both  of  Xew  Nether- 
land.  Tlierein  thej  make  known  their  arrival  and  the  condition 
of  their  churches.  To  these  replies  shall  he  made  by  the  Rev. 
Deputati  ad  res  Exteras.    xi.  72. 

Acts  of  thk  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Raritan. 

1732,  July  7th.  A  reply  came  in  from  the  disaffected  members 
at  Raritan;  also  from  the  Consistory  there,  in  regard  to  the  mat- 
tors  mentioned  in  the  Ada  oi  X^t\\  ^,  \1?>\.    d«.sfi\s  requested 
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Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  to  axaraine  this  aflFair  carefully,  and 
furnish  it  with  a  report  (pre-advice).    xi.  72. 

Kingston. 

Two  letters  came  in;  one  from  Kingston,  from  Rev.  Peter  Vas; 
nd  one  from  Rev.  Erickzon.  In  them  they  make  requests  that 
kiB  Assembly  would  furnish  them  extracts  from  its  Acta,  by 
irhich  it  will  appear  that  John  van  Driessen  made  himself  guilty 
dI  forging  two  false  certificates.  The  request  was  granted,  and 
ihe  extracts  will  be  sent  to  them  by  the  Rev.  Deputati.  xi.  72,  73. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

He  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  Gerard  Haeghoort,  Pastor 
at  Freehold,  K  J.     July  1732.    xxix.  96.     No.  20. 

ReTerend  Sir  and  Brother  in  Christ:—  We  have  learned  with  great  Joy,  from  your 

l^ter,  that  yon  and  your  family  arrived  safely  in  New  Netherlands  and  were  re- 

<cirtd  by  the  congregation  at  Freehold  with  open  arms  and  with  great  joy.    God 

tttke  yon  faithful  in  the  work  of  the  ministry.     May  he  give  you  wisdom  and 

^rtge  to  labor  with  all  boldness,  even  though  some  refuse  the  truth  and  would 

<Uttarb  the  peace.     May  you  be  found  able  not  only  to  teach,  but  even  to  endure 

^▼Ua,  with   meekness  instructing   those   that  oppose   themselves.     May   the    Lord 

Piosper  your  ministry,  to  the  gathering  iu  of  such  as  have  hitherto  been  ignorant 

of  the  Gospel,  or  disobedient  to  it.    May  even  such  learn  to  call  upon  the  name 

of  the  Lord,  and  serve  him  with  his  saints,  shoulder  to  shoulder.    Then  may  you 

Itereafter  appear  with  confidence  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  saying,  Behold  me 

tnd  the  children  whom  thou  hast  given  me.' 

We  cannot  conceal  our  astonishment  at  certain  expressions  in  your  letter,  as  if 
We  had  known  of  certain  contentions  which  you  have  found  in  the  church  to 
Which  Divine  Providence  has  brought  you.  If  we  had  had  the  least  knowledge  of 
tbexn  we  wonld  not  have  failed  to  inform  you  when  you  received  your  appointment 
to  Freehold,  that  you  might  have  better  known  how  to  conduct  yourself  in  regard 
to  them.  But  we  knew  nothing  about  them.  We  knew  there  was  some  restless- 
oesa  and  dissatisfaction  in  the  congregation  of  Rev.  Frelinghuysen,  but  supposed 
it  was  limited.  We  had  no  idea  of  the  extensiveness  of  his  influence.  We  had 
never  even  guessed  that  the  people  of  Freehold  were  disquieted  thereby.  We  hope 
tliat  you,  who  already  assure  us  that  matters  have  quieted  down  in  your  congrega- 
tion, will  endeavor  with  all  prudence  to  heal  the  divisions  which  yet  remain;  that 
jou  will  soothe  the  excited  feelings,  so  that  with  a  united  people,  you  may  do 
7oar  work  with  joy  and  not  with  grief.  We  trust  we  may  be  assured  of  this  by 
four  future  letters.  We  expect  you  to  give  us  accurate  and  detailed  knowledge  of 
roar  own  congregations  as  well  as  of  the  neighboring  ones.  In  everything  we  will 
not  fail  to  assist  you  with  our  counsel  and  deeds,  as  far  as  may  be  possible.  With 
)ar  assurances  of  brotherly  aflfectloii,  wo  remain,  with  our  best  wishes  for  God's 
nost  precious  blessings  upon  you. 
Reverend  Sir, 

In  the  name  of  all, 

J.  Noordbeek,  Ecc.  Amst.  et  Dep.  ad  res  Exteras.  Praeses. 
Leonard  Beels,  Ecc.  Amst.  et  Dep.  ad  res  Exteras,  Scrlba. 
Amsterdam,  July,  1732. 
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Classis  op  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Cornelius  Van  Schie,  Pastor  i(~ 
Poughkeepsie,  etc.  July  1732.    xxix.  97.     No.  21. 

ReTerend  Sir  and  ^rotller  In  Christ:—  We  received  your  letter  of  Bfay  Tth,  of 
year,  and  Joyfully  learned  therefrom  of  your  safe  arrival  In  New  Netheriaiid, 
that  you  are  now  among  your  congregation  at  Poughkeepsie.    May  tlie  good 
make  you  there  a  blessed  Instrument  for  the  adyancement  of  the  Klngdwi 
Jesus  Christ.    May  many  who  live  there  submit  themselves  to  him,  in  obedlCBei 
the  faith;  and  thus  may  you  find  abundant  reason  of  thankfulness  to  Qod  for 
blessing  on  your  labors  In  that  strange  country.    We  hope  that  jonr 
win  soon  feel  Itself  able  to  appoint  schoolmasters,  in  itt  least  one  of  yonr 
for  the  Instruction  of  the  youth.    This  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importsnce^ 
our  judgment  it  will  be  well  for  you,  and  for  the  best  interests  of  the  chordMifej 
New  Netherland,  to  co-operate  with  your  brother  ministers  already  there. 
united  forces  you  may  more  readily  promote  the  growth  of  the  Church.    Thss  alw 
will  all  things  be  done  with  order  and  in  harmony.     As  we  receive  InformtliM 
thereof,  we  will  not  fail  to  assist  you  all,  as  far  as  is  possible  to  us,  with  ooonri 
and  deeds,  and  thus  contribute  our  share  towards  the  welfare  of  the  chnithM  is 
America,   which  you  are  seeking  to  edify  by  your  ministry.     We  close  with  ov 
best  wishes  for  all  grace  and  blessing  on  yourself  and  service,  unto  the  laatut 
of  Zlon. 

With  all  afTectlon, 

J.  Noordbeek,  Ecc.  Amst.  et  Dep.  ad  res  Exteras,  Praeset. 

Leonard  Beels,  Ecc.  Amst.  et  Dep.  ad  res  Exteras,  Scrlbt. 
Amsterdam,  July,  1732. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Consistory  of  Raritan,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  July 

17,  1732. 

(Portfolio  "  New  York  "  VoL  i.) 

To  the  High  Rev.  and  Noble  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren: — It  Is  not  any  pleasure  to  us  to  trouble  yon  so  oftes 
with  matters  of  this  kind ;  but  because  we  have  transmitted  the  accounts  of  all  our 
previous  transactions  bearing  on  these  matters,  to  you,  we  deem  it  proper  to 
transmit  this  also.  We  think,  or  at  least  wish,  that  this  may  be  the  last  Wt 
therefore  hope  that  you  will  once  again,  faithfully  and  impartially,  ponder  thif 
afTair.  For  whatever  the  Complainants  may  pretend  in  their  letters,  in  reference 
to  peace  and  union  with  our  church:  nevertheless  they  seem  to  have  nothing  so 
little  in  view  in  their  conduct  toward  us.  This  you  have  yourselves  been  able  to 
notice.  It  also  appears  sufficiently  from  the  following:  When  we  had  waited  al>oat 
Ave  weeks  for  an  answer  to  our  last  letter,  of  May  10,  1732,  and  did  not  receire 
any,  we  doemod  It  best  to  have  an  oral  conference  with  them. 

Therefore  we  sent  two  members  of  our  Consistory  to  them,  to  ascertain  their 
disposition  in  the  premises.  They  asked  them  how  they  liked  the  proposition  of  the 
four  ministers.  They  replied  that  they  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  Rev.  Sand- 
voort.  The  Consistory  then  said  that  they  would  leave  out  Revs.  Sandfoort  and 
Freeman  and  would  appoint  only  the  two  other  gentlemen,  because  they,  in  our 
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itadon,  are  the  most  impartial  in  the  country.  But  knowing  of  no  farther 
leape.  tbey  now  said  that  it  was  too  late;  that  they  had  already  called  a  minister 
C  their  own,  and  they  expected  him  shortly.  The  Consistory,  however,  kept  on 
■gins  peace.  They  showed  them  that  their  coarse  was  the  way  to  still  farther 
IWMiwIona;  that  the  Rey.  Classis  had  anticipated  these,  and  hence  had  wisely 
their  request  about  another  minister.  Neyertheless,  the  Consistory  pro- 
thelr  willingness  to  call  a  second  minister  Jointly  with  them,  provided  they 
vtald  at  once  conclude  a  peace.  Thus  also  the  Lord's  blessing  was  alone  to  be 
Bipected,  etc. 

Tkos  you  may  see  how  the  matter  stands;  and  how  we  are  unjustly  accused  of 
lifMitloii  to  peace;  and  how  little  our  accusers  (desire  It)  themseWes,  eyen  as  is 
■Ml  In  their  letters,  and  as  sad  experience  daily  teaches  us.  Simon  Wyckoff 
Maied*  In  our  presence,  that  he  would  not  to  all  eternity  acknowledge  that  Rey. 
iMlBghiiysen  was  orthodox.  Yet  he  did  not  point  out  anything  in  particular  that 
■as  OMirthodox.  Now  their  people,  in  general,  obsenring  this,  and  other  similar 
•ereral  of  them  are  beginning  to  leaye  them,  especially  such  as  haye  a 
for  their  own  eternal  welfare;  and  most  of  them  are  again  attending  our 
ftUOft  services.  In  case,  therefore,  that  you  do  not  consent  to  let  our  Complainants 
a  minister  of  their  own,  it  seems  to  us  that  the  diyision  will  soon  come  to  an 
I;  er  at  least  peace  will  be  the  more  easily  effected,  and  that,  probably,  before 
by  Qod's  favor.  Thus  concluding,  and  wishing  all  prosperity  and  blessing 
your  persons,  families  and  ministry,  we  remain, 

brethren  and  fellow-servants,  in  the  churches  of  Christ  at  Raritan.    In  the 
of  ally  by  us  their  Deputies, 

Roelof  Nevyus, 


1782 


My  17.  1782. 
No.  S. 


Jeremiah  van  der  Bllt.  i 


Classis  of  Amstbrdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Bev.  Peter  Van  Driessen  to  Kevs.  John  Noordbeek  and  Leonard 
Beels,  July  17,  1732.     [See  ako  Jan.  13,  1733.] 

(Portfolio  ''  New  York  ",  Vol.  i.) 

Addressed:  To  the  Very  Rev.,  Pious  and  Highiy-Ieamed  Gentlemen,  the  Messrs. 
John  Noordbeelc  and  Leonard  Heels,  Faithful  ministers  of  the  Gospel  at 
Amsterdam. 

High  Rev.  Sirs: —  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  find  myself  honored  with  a  com- 
BiDiilcatlon  from  you  of  April  8,  last  (1732).  I  am  especially  pleased  therewith, 
keeanse  I  perceive  that  it  is  In  accordance  with  the  favorable  resolutions  of  the 
fier.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  to  extend  their  fatherly  care  over  here,  to  the  spread 
tf  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  This  so  delights  me,  that  it  arouses  me  to  zeal  with  a 
iiiirper  stimulus,  (met  een  schcrper  prickel.) 

I  trust  that,  under  the  operation  of  the  Divine  Spirit  of  might,  work  may  be 
iccompllshed  here  agreeably  to  that  Spirit's  fruitfulness  and  power.  I  gratefully 
icknowledge  your  wish  for  a  blessing  on  my  feeble  labors  in  this  direction.  The 
leavy  burden  which  the  Lord  has  laid  upon  me  as  a  necessity,  and  which  I  must 
arry,  although  too  heavy  for  my  poor  shoulders,  I  will,  nevertheless,  struggle 
uder.  In  his  strength.  I  do  this  for  his  Name's  sake,  and  because  of  the  obliga- 
lons  laid  upon  me  toward  my  neighbor.  In  these  times  of  the  Gospel,  and  for  the 
istmction  and  guidance  of  those  who  have  so  long  walked  In  darkness. 
It  Is,  Indeed,  true  that  the  enlightening  spirit  of  (Christ  has  now  for  some  time 
ast  operated  so  powerfully  among  these  blind  Indians,  that  they  have  become 
ery  aealoos  in  their  attention  to  prayers,  catechetical  exercises,  and  singing  of 
■mimfl.     The  neighboring  Christians,  living  near  their  castles,  from  time  to  time. 
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give  U8  assnrance  of  this.    They  even  hold  up  these  proselyte*  as  examples  to 
families,  in  order  to  arouse  their  children  thereby. 

The  Indian  converts  are,  indeed,  becoming  quite  numeroos.    This  Is  seen 
the  fact  that  the  Christians  dwelling  all  along  the  route  (along  the  Moliawll] 
their  settlements,  have  invited  me  to  hold  services  for  them  In  onr  castles, 
because  of  the  long-continued  peace  which  the  Lord  in  his  Fatherly  goodncsi 
given  us,  the  Indians  in  their  daily  travels,  stop  at  the  farmers  along  the  roots  i 
enjoy  their  hospitality.     The  value  of  this  I   myself  very   well   know,  after 
experience  of  twenty  years. 

With  all  submission,  therefore,  I  take  the  liberty  further  to  Inform  the 
Classis,  that  if  churches  could  be  built  on  this  route,  these  Indian  tribes  eooU 
gathered  in  them  for  morning  and  evening  worship,  on  the  Lord's  days,  greatly 
their  profit.     I  could  assign  catechetical  exercises  to  be  conducted  by  the 
expert  among  them;  and  I  could,  occasionally,   comply  with  the  request  of 
Christians  and  proselytes,  to  hold  the  sacred  worship  among  them,  although 
journey  would  be  quite  onerous.    But  I  would  cheerfully  sacrifice  myself  fbr 
services.     The  Jesuits,  indeed,  make  such  Journeys  in  order  to  propagate 
religious  harlotry.    How  much  more  should  the  pure  doctrine  of  the  Gospel 
to  the  performance  of  such  Journeys.     Their  labors,  moreover,  among  the 
nations,  has  for  its  principal  object  to  make  them  ready  for  their  side,  agalaati 
time  of  war.    May  the  Lord  forgive  the  sins  of  this  land,  and  avert  from  us 
times  of  hardship. 

I  also  present  for  the  consideration  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  with  all  submlssloi, 
enclosed  petition,  which,  I  desire,  at  your  convenience,  you  would  present  t» 
Rev.  Bishop  of  London;  with  my  humble  request  that  yon  would  recommend 
alone  for  some  salary,  because  of  my  labors  among  the  Indians,  from  that 
renowned  Society,  (for  Propagating  the  Gospel.)    For  It  falls  heavily  on  me  to 
all  this  work  at  my  own  expense,   as  I  have  done  it  for  years  past.    But 
building  of  churches  must  not  be  mentioned  to  him  (the  Bishop),  as  the 
are  immovably  attached  to  us  (the  Dutch.)    They  daily  show  their  remembrtifisi 
my  very  worthy  predecessors,  now  deceased,  (such  as  Revs.  Delllus,  Lydins,  t(bt^ 
and  our  teachings  have  been  peculiarly  delightful  to  them.  ^ 

I  conclude  with  the  cordial  wish.  High  Rev.  Sirs,  that  the  Great  Crown  Piiae^ 
do  further  cause  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  flourish,  as  a  support  ail' 
ornament  of  the  churches  of  the  Fatherland  as  well  as  of  foreign  lands.  And  bmt 
He  crown  you  with  all  grace  and  glory  even  unto  His  heavenly  kingdom. 

I  remain,  with  all  respect,  High  and  Rev.  Sirs,  Your  obedient  and  humble  fdloP* 
laborer  in  the  field  of  the  Lord. 

P.  Van  Driesses. 
Albany, 

July  17,  1732. 

If  your  Revs,  shall  be  pleased  to  honor  me  with  a  reply,  I  humbly  request  tint 
the  delivery  of  It  be  recommended  to  Mr.  Pedro  de  Wolf,  merchant  In  Amsterdaii 
Forwarded  from  London,  Nov.  7,  1732  by  S. 

Yours  truly,  O.  8. 

Samuel  Baken. 
No.  7. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Karitan. 

1732,  July  21st.  The  report  (pre-advice)  of  the  Deputati  ad 
res  Exteras  was  to  this  effect:  The  people  of  Milstone  (now 
Harlingeii)  have  the  right  to  make  request  for  a  minister,  and  such 
request  can  not  be  justly  refused  them;  yet  it  will  be  necessaij 
to  use  some  precaution,  that  in  the  future  they  do  not  too  readilj 


OF  THX  Statb  of  Kew  Yobe.        2597 

urate  themselyes  from  one  congregation  in  order  to  join  an- 
ler.     Tliis  request  shall  also  be  written  to  the  people  of  Rari- 

^   AH  of  this  was  changed  into  a  resolution  of  Claasia.    jL  78. 

I 

^  New  Netherland. 

iKTew  Netherland  remains  in  statu.    zL  78* 

Acts  of  thb  Olassis  of  Amstsbdaic 

Synodalia. 

IVlii,  July  21st  The  Acta  Synodi^  Anno  1731,  haying  been 
U,  the  following  was  resolved  as  to  Art  2: 
-As  to  Philadelphia  in  Pennsylvania:  The  Bev.  Classis  is  well 
with  the  report  (pre-advice)  regarding  this  church.  (The 
is)  requests,  that  when  matters  come  up  which  do  not  abso- 
require  to  be  finished  immediately,  and  in  regard  to  which 
than  one  Classis  make  a  declaration,  that  they  take  up  the 
fennees  ad  referendum;  (that  is,  postpone  the  consideration;) 
at  in  such  cases  no  final  resolution  be  at  once  adopted  by  the 
nod. 

And  whereas  it  appears  from  some  letters  from  New  York  and 
>m  Pennsylvania,  that  the  state  of  that  church  is  deplorable  on 
sount  of  the  (difficulties  made)  by  the  seceded  ones,  and  the 
herents  of  Eev.  Weys,  which  cause  much  confusion;  and  that 
ich  complaint  is  made  especially  about  elder  Beyf,  who  as  yet 
8  turned  over  nothing  of  the  moneys  collected,  so  that  in  the 
ter  from  New  York  it  is  stated  that  it  were  advisable  to  arrest 
e  said  Reyf  if  he  were  still  in  Holland: 

Therefore  this  Classis  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  moneys  which 
e  still  here  (in  Holland)  in  the  keeping  of  Mr.  van  de  Wal, 
ill  not  be  transmitted  until  further  action  thereon;  and  that 
the  meantime  there  shall  again  be  written  a  letter  to  Penn* 
ivania,  in  order  to  obtain  more  knowledge  of  the  condition  of 
ose  churches.    xL  74,  75. 

Typographical  errors  in  Bibles,  Liturgies,  and  Psalm  books. 

89 
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The  Cflassis  remains  on  the  watch  against  these,  and  in 
sequence  thereof  (awaits)  further  reports  as  to  the  Bible  prini 
by  Conynenberg  and  van  de  Putte.    The  printer,  van  de 
appeared  before  the  Consistory  of  Amsterdam  on  October 
1731,  and  requested  of  the  same  that  he  might  obtain  redress  i 
respect  of  the  badly  printed  Quarto  Bibles.     Thereupon  he 
answered  that  the  Consistory  yet  stood  by  their  previous 
tion,  and  that  he  could  expect  no  redress  from  the  same.    S 
quently  he  handed  in  a  petition  to  the  Noble  Ghreat  Estimal 
the  Messrs.  Burgomasters  of  Amsterdam.     They  placed  this 
the  hands  of  the  Consistory,  (of  Amsterdam,  embracing  a 
twenty  five  congregations)  to  furnish  their  Noble  Great 
mables,  a  report.     In  this  petition  the  said  van  de  Putte 
among  other  things: 

1.  That  because  he  had  placed  his  case  in  the  hands  of  the 
sistory  of  Amsterdam,  he  had  been  congratulated  by  the 
dent.     This  congratulation  may  indeed  have  taken  place;  nerer-.] 
theless  no  record  of  it  is  found  in  the  Acta  of  the  Synod. 

2.  Also  that  the  Consistory  is  supposed  to  have  answered  tiie 
petitioner,  that  this  business  was  no  longer  their  affair;  inasmuch 
as  he  had  been  answered,  that  the  Assembly  yet  stood  by  its  pr»* 
vious  resolution,  and  he  could  look  for  no  redress  from  the  sane. 
The  Consistory  having  again  perused  that  petition,  and  having 
newly  and  attentively  considered  their  former  action  adopted  in 
the  premises,  reiterated  their  previous  resolution.  They  weie 
unanimously  of  the  opinion,  that  it  would  most  tend  to  the  edifi* 
cation  of  the  church,  that  the  Bibles  already  suppressed  by  reaaon 
of  ihe  great  multitude  of  errors  to  be  found  in  every  part  of  them, 
and  which  could  not  be  remedied  by  the  reprinting  of  some  leaves^  - 

'm 

do  remain  suppressed.  Thus  also  their  Noble  Great  Estimables 
were  pleased  to  resolve  on  July  14,  1730,  and  to  make  known  their 
resolution  to  the  Consistory,  in  these  words:  That  the  Bibles  al- 
ready suppressed,  remain  thus  suppressed;  and  that  the  list  of   ; 

■ 

tiie  errors  in  printing  should  not  be  printed,  neither  should  they 
be  demanded.    xL  77,  78. 


OF  THs  State  of  Nbw  Yobk.        2599 

ClASSIS  of  AlCSTISDAlC 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondenoe. 

The  Claflsis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  Millstondi 
(Harlingen),  July  25,  1732.    xxix.  99.     No.  22. 

b  tbe  Contlttory  of  Millstone,  (HarllDgen): 

E3^ertli7  Brethren  In  Christ: —  It  wts  because  we  had  no  adequate  Information  of 
■tate  of  yonr  church, —  to  which  some  had  united  themselves  who  were  dls- 
with  BeT.  Frelinghuysen  and  his  Cbnslstory,  on  account  of  their  excom- 
tlon,  but  from  which  we  released  them  about  a  year  ago, —  that  we  did  not 
at  liberty  to  permit  those  brethren  who  were  authorized  by  you  to  call  a 
hMr  fbr  your  church,  to  proceed  In  that  business.  We  wanted  first  to  have  some 
pOcr  Information,  and  especially  concerning  those  who  were  discontented  with 

&  Frelinghuysen.  Becently  we  received  a  letter  from  these.  They  mentioned 
had  occurred  between  them  and  Bev.  Frelinghuysen  and  his  friends,  after 
^  reception  of  our  resolution  for  the  removal  of  the  excommunication.  They 
inr  earnestly  request  us  to  permit  those,  formerly  authorized  by  you,  to  call  a 
Mor  for  your  church,  and  with  which  the  dissatisfled  ones  have  united.  ThUi 
Mtsest,  and  the  ai'guments  In  its  behalf  pressed  upon  as,  we  have  pondered  with 
plat  cmre,  and  we  have  at  length  given  your  committee  permission  to  call  a  pastor 
k  the  benefit  of  the  old  (?)  Church  at  Millstone,  (Harlingen).  We  hope  that  your 
ItfTCsatlon,  aa  well  as  all  the  others  in  New  Netherland,  may  now  enjoy  the 
lif^deslred  rest.  May  all  who  profess  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  be  of  one 
lart  and  of  one  mind.  May  we  never  again  have  reason  to  grieve  over  your 
Mfee  and  dlylsions,  which  tend  to  nothing  but  injury  to  God's  Church.  We 
fanonlsh  and  beseech  you  all,  which  ever  church  you  are  connected  with,  to 
vain  permanently  connected  with  that  church.  Do  not  for  slight  reasons  sepa-^ 
ite  yourselves  from  one  church  to  go  to  another.  We  Judge  that  this  gives  a  bad 
ample  to  others,  and  in  no  way  promotes  the  welfare  of  your  American  churches, 
■t  nothing  be  done  through  strife  or  vain  glory,  but  in  lowliness  of  mind,  let  each 
teem  others  better  than  himself.  Finally,  Brethren,  be  perfect,  be  of  good 
tmtcntf  be  of  one  mind,  live  in  peace,  and  the  Gtod  of  love  and  peace  shall  be 
Ith  yon. 

We  cannot  omit  to  add  right  here  that  we  hope  the  committee  who  you  have 
iClioriaed  to  call  a  pastor,  will  be  as  diligent  as  possible,  and  seek  out  an  able 
en  for  the  Church  of  Millstone,  (Harlingen).  Yet  we  are  afraid,  since  the  season 
M  ao  far  advanced,  that  we  will  not  be  able  to  send  you  one  with  the  vessel 
Meb  mils  this  month  or  next.  There  are  few  who  desire  to  preach  the  (Gospel  in 
I  distant  a  land.  But  may  our  God  fulfill  according  to  his  riches,  all  your  need. 
[ay  he  Increase  you  and  make  you  abound  In  love  to  each  other  and  to  all  men, 
id  strengthen  your  hearts,  that  you  may  be  blameless  in  sanctlflcatlon  before  God 
■r  Father,  unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  with  all  his  salnta. 
Worthy  Brethren  in  Christ, 
Tour  humble  servants, 

J.  Noordbeek,  Ecc.  Amst.  et   Dep.  ad  res  ex  p.  t.  Praesea, 
Leonard  Beels,  CI.  Dep.  ad  res  Ex.,  p.  t  Scriba. 
July  25,  1732. 
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Dutch  Chubch  or  New  Yobk. 

New  York,  Aug.  4, 1788. 

Consifltorj  held.  The  following  Address  to  his  Excellencjr, 
¥.  Cosby,  our  Governor,  who,  with  his  family  happily  amN^ 
lAiv  OB  tb0  £r8t  inst,  was  presented  by  all  in  a  \)ody.     MXifiit 
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thiBy  the  elden,  J.  Booserelt  and  Jwonimat  Rwnnw  anS 
deaooniy  Abnn.  Van  Wjok  and  G.  Beekman  weva  nuied 
Oommittee  to  agree  with  the  tenanta  on  the  manory  and  to 
aoribe  the  leaiea  in  the  name  of  the  Oondatoiy,' 

Addbssb  of  Chusch  of  Nbw  Yobx  to  Got.  Oosbt. 

mk  Ana*  4.    Td  hli  Bzeelleacj,  Winiam  (Umbf,  Bmi*»  Oftvtilii  Qmiial  aM 
aor  In  Chief  of  the  ProTlace*  of  New  Toik,  New  JecMj  a»l  the 
thereoa  depending  In  America;  and  TIee  Admiral  eC  the 
hla  Majeety'a  Army*  etc. 


Vhe  hnmble  addreea  of  the  mlnlsteia,  eldeni  and  deaooMi  eC  the 
teetant  Dutch  Chorch  In  the  city  of  New  York:  ^ 

We,  hla  Mtjeety'a  faithful  and  dntlfol  inbjecta,  the  mlnlaten^  elders  aid 
eC  the  Reformed  Proteetant  Dutch  Chnrch  la  the  City  of  Mew  Toi^ 
rejoldng  that  dlTlne  proTldence  haa  preeenred  your  Bbccelleney  and  yoor 
ftoiUy  ftom  the  dangere  of  the  leaa,  humbly  beg  leaTO  In  behalf  of 
of  our  congregatloB,  to  congratulate  your  Bxcellency'a  lafe  arriTal*  to  tMa 
goremment* 

We  alao  deelre  te  aarare  your  Bzcelleacy  that  It  ahall  be  our  ronateat  payv 
Ood  that  he  will  be  pleaeed  to  bleia  yoa  and  your  funlly  with  an 
feUdty  and  proeperity  In  your  goremment,  and  to  make  yon  a  noble 
hla  head  to  coatlaue  ue  a  happy  people. 

And  ■■  we  have  alwaye  borne  not  only  tree  faith  and  allcglanee^  but  KhnrtM  a 
hearty  and  ilncere  affection  to  hla  moat  eacred  Majeaty,  our  rli^tflil  and  hwW 
aererelgn,  and  hla  Illuitrioui  Houie,  eo  we  ihall  demean  ouraelTea  In  ear  iiffal 
atatlona  to  your  Excellency,  as  become  good  tubjecte,  eo  as  to  merit  jour  It 
aellency'a  faTorable  protection  In  our  dyil  and  rellgloui  rlghta  and  liberties. 

Llh.&ID. 


Classis  of  Amstsrdaic 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Church  of  Hackensacki  N.  J.,  to  the  Claasis  of  Amsterdam, 

1732? 

Portfolio  "  New  York  '\  VoL  L 

To  the  Ber.  Mesers.  Hermanns  Van  Wal,  Johannes  Junius.   Hendrtck  Toe  sad 

Leonard  Beels.    (Deputatl.) 

RcTerend  Sirs: — Although  we  understand,  that  your  Reyerencea  haTC  already 
learned,  that  Domine  Curtenius  safely  landed  at  New  York  on  the  24th  of  October 
1780,  and  entered  on  his  ministerial  duties,  in  his  congregation  at  Hakklnsak,  ea 
the  26th,  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  the  whole  congregation;  yet  we  consider  It  te 
be  our  duty,  to  dispatch,  without  delay,  some  letters  of  thanks  to  your  Bererenees 
for  your  fidelity  In  sending  such  an  able  and  worthy  teacher  to  our  congregatloa. 
It  was,  however,  considered  adyisable  to  wait  until  we  should  be  able  to  Infsns 
your  Beyerences  of  the  consequences  of  our  waiting  for  the  union  with  Bduaka- 
burg  according  to  the  authorisation  in  the  calL 

As  Domine  Curtenius  was  better  satisfied  with  seirlng  Hakldnaak  atoaa^  lastesd 
of  nadertaking  the  labor  InTOlred  in  such  a  proposed  union,  and  aa  aa  opportunity 
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MS  offered  to  the  people  of  Se^falenbnrg  and  Pereemei,  (Paramni),  to  call  Domlne 
Ibuitlna,  (Mandns)  who  It  alio  m  able  teacher,  from  the  German  congregation 
mu  KatsklU;  thla  waa  done. 

We  are  happj,  therefore,  now  to  Inform  jonr  Reyerencet  that  Domlne  ManUna  It 

Mreadj  settled  as  minister  at  Schralenbnrg;  while  Domlne  Cnrtenlna  serves  us  at 

VakUnsmh  alone.  In  the  dntles  of  pastor  and  teacher,  to  the  fnll  satisfaction  of  all, 

mA  to  the  ediflcmtlon  of  many;  there  Is  also  great  friendship  with  the  people  of 

■ekralenbnrg  and  Pereemes. 

In  the  name  of  the  whole  congregation  of  Hakklnsak,  we  herewith  thank  yonr 
BfTerences  from  the  bottom  of  oar  hearts,  for  all  the  trouble  you  have  taken,  and 
$m  joor  fidelity  In  providing  ns  with  a  teacher  and  pastor.  He  Is  beloved  by  all 
:  jrt  •&  Be  Is  a  light  shining  before  ns  In  his  life,  and  a  teacher  of  the  tmth  which 
'.ksecordlng  to  godliness.  We  pray  the  Father  of  lights  that  he  will  Increase  his 
Vlht,  the  more  the  better.  In  these  distant  parts  of  America,  to  the  glory  of  his 
Wtmt,  and  the  spread  of  Christ's  Kingdom. 

Tkas  vre  close  this  our  homble  letter,  with  onr  sincere  prayers;  and  onr  desires 

Is  God  through  Christ,  for  all  earthly  and  spiritual  blessings  on  your  persons,  and 

•■  J9nr  honored  families;  while  we  await  the  wished  for  results  of  your  valuable 

•Bvtees  In  seeking  to  bless  God's  Church.    We  humbly  declare  ourselves,  what  we 

.  mBy  arsp 

Itffrend  Gentlemen, 

Toor  humble  and  willing  servants  In  the  Lord, 

The  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  at  Hakklnsak. 
lieob  Hendrlckse  Banta.  Hendrlck  Kip. 

Jtn  Bardah.  Hendrlck  van  Glesen. 

Jvlen  Westervelt.  Jacob  de  Groot. 

I  certlty*  that  these  signatures  were  affixed  In  my  presence. 

A.  Curtenlufl, 

Tbitsteeship  of  Pbesbytebian  Pbopebty. 

nas,  Aug.  IS.  On  account  of  the  Inability  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Wall 
•tnet.  New  York  City,  to  obtain  a  charter,  they  make  the  General  Assembly  of  tli« 
PKtbytcrian  Church  of  Scotland,  the  trustees  of  their  property.^  Smith,  290.  See 
tlM  under  mK  1780^  ITed. 

Acts  of  yhb  Classis  of  Amstebdaic 

Baritan* 

1732,  Sept.  Ist.  In  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  ClassiSy 
1  minister  was  granted  to  the  people  of  Milstone  (now  Harlingen), 
tnd  they  were  notified  to  that  effect:  In  regard  to  the  people  of 
Raritan,  it  was  resolved  to  write  to  Bev.  Frielinkhuysen  that  ho 
must  make  his  peace  with  the  disaffected  ones,  and  that  within 
Ihe  space  of  three  months;  otherwise  the  disaffected  ones  shall 
haT6  liberty  to  join  the  people  of  Millstone,  (now  Harlingen)  and 
together  they  may  choose  a  minister;  also  that  Rev.  Frielinkhuy- 
sen must  keep  himself  to  the  Church  Order  and  Formulae  of  the 
N'etherlandfl.    zL  82. 

1783^  Sq>t  Ist    Kew  Ketherland  remains  in  statu.    zL  82. 
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Olassis  of  Amstebdiak. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies.     [1732,  FalL] 

Kingston. 

Extract  from  a  letter,  written  by  order  of  the  Consistory  of 
Kingston,  by  Kev.  Peter  Vas: 

They  are  compelled  to  ask  our  assistance  in  respect  to  the  d»- 
Bension  in  the  church  of  Kingston,  caused  by  John  van  Driessen, 
and  aggravated  by  his  brother,  Peter  van  Driessen,  who  is  min- 
ister at  Albany. 

I.  First  of  all  there  goes  herewith  a  proof  of  their  unity: 

1.  This  is  apparent,  from  their  association  with  all  the  smr- 
rounding  villages  in  their  county  of  Ulster.  With  these,  from 
time  to  time,  they  have  had,  as  one  body,  only  one  minister. 
They  have  contributed  moneys  for  his  salary,  unitedly,  each  ac* 
cording  to  his  ability. 

2.  This  is  further  shown  from  the  circumstances  at  their  Ust 
vacancy.  Then  all  united  with  their  promises  of  support  at  their 
own  option,  and  accepted  again  Mr.  Peter  Vas,  and  enjoying  his 
services  for  many  years  with  pleasure,  with  rest  and  peace;  en- 
joyed the  Holy  Supper  in  unison,  and  paid  the  promised  salary, 
each  at  his  time  and  place,  without  objection. 

IL  But  this  unity  was  broken  asunder: 
1.  By  John  van  Driessen. 

(1)  without  certificate,  or  any  advancement  in  Holland,  he 
had  been  ordained  to  preach,  only  by  the  Independents  at  Nieuw- 
haven.  This  he  was  to  do  aroimd  Enderhook  and  Claverack,  and 
was  installed  there  artfully,  and  without  being  heard  by  his 
brother;  but  he  had  been  removed  from  his  office  because  of  his 
scandalous  behavior. 

(2)  Through  his  adherents,  he  managed  to  bring  it  about  to 
preach  at  Kingston  while  Rev.  Vas  was  absent;  that  although  he 
was  forbidden,  he  preached  also  at  Hurley,  the  Paltz,  and  Mar- 
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Uetown,  exalting  Imnself ,  justifying  his  evil  conduct  to  the  simple 
IDBfls,  and  contenming  the  person  and  labors  of  their  pastor. 

(3)  Thns  he  gained  for  himself  a  large  constituency,  and  made 

disturbance;  for  the  majority  of  the  Paltz  people  accepted  him 

« their  minister.     He  was  to  come  and  preach  there  three  or 

ioor  times  in  the  year,  and  administer  the  sacraments.     He  began 

nith  an  inaugural  sermon,  and  chose  and  installed  a  consistory^ 

irithout  knowing  anybody. 
2.  Notwithstanding  all  wamingS|  he  is  supported  (stiffened) 

by  his  brother,  Peter  van  Drissen« 

(1)  Last  February,  after  despatching  a  letter,  and  sendii^ 
Jereral  posts  (messengers?),  he  visited  his  (John's)  adherents  at 

'  Emgston,  and  called  a  meeting,  in  order  to  pledge  them  stifi 
fbrther  to  his  brother's  purpose. 

(2)  He  requested  Mr.  Vas  to  call  a  meeting  of  his  consistorjr^ 
h  order  to  inquire  what  he  (Vas)  had  said  to  the  injury  of  himself 
tnd  his  brother. 

(3)  Coming  before  this  meeting  with  his  partizans,  (company), 
to  the  question  what  he  had  to  say,  he  answered:  that  he  wanted 
to  prove  the  regularity  of  the  ministerial  character  of  his  brother. 
This  having  become  a  subject  of  discussion,  the  ringleaders  rose 
to  their  feet.  Then  with  noise  and  turmoil,  while  on  their  feet, 
they  threatened  the  members  of  the  Consistory  that  they  would 
drag  them  through  the  church  by  their  hair,  etc. 

(4)  Meantime  Peter  and  John  van  Driessen  went  away,  belcK- 
ing  forth  many  imseemly  vituperations  against  Eev.  Vas  and  his 
consistory.  He  had  established  the  regularity  of  his  brother's 
ordination  upon  more  than  fifty  persons  —  at  a  tavern! 

m.  The  consequences  of  this  are  indicated,  as  being  the  utter 
ruin  of  their  church;  for  while  estrangement  is  thus  wrought, 
many  separate  themselves  from  the  church,  do  not  want  to  come 
to  the  preaching,  despise  pastor  and  consistory,  ia  spite  of  all 
their  endeavors,  (or,  oppose  all  their  undertakings,)  do  not  come 
to  conmiunion,  nor  pay  their  promised  salary. 
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IV.  The  letter  conduded  with  the  aiBoved  lidpe  that 
take  the  case  to  heart,  and  make  timely  proTuioiL  inxegaid 
in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  Bef  onned  OhiuoheB  in 

Was  signed  in  the  name  and  by  order  of  the 

Elogston,  FetroB  Vas,  V •  D.  IL,  ibidem. 

209, 


Classis  ov  Amstbsdaic 
'Acts  of  the  Deputies.     [1782,  FaE] 
Extracts  from  two  letters  from  New  Yodc» 
L  The  first  is  of  Kovember  2, 1730. 

!•  In  this  notice  is  given  of  the  receipt  and  forwaxdmg 
the  letters  of  Classis^  by^  Bev.  Hagoort,  to  Bey.  Bohnii  and 
consistories;  to  the  separated  ones  at  Schipbach;  to  the 
oomplainantSy  to  the  consistory  of  Millstone^  (TTaTiingen), 
to  Bey.  Frielinghuysen;  together  with  the  Acta  of  the  TSt 
Holland  Synod  of  1730;  with  a  letter  to  Ponghkeepne 
FishkilL 

2.  An  expression  of  their  pleasure  and  accord  with  the  lettn' 
of  Classis;  with  acknowledgment  of  their  gladness  over  ov 
complete  satisfaction  with  their  conduct,  in  the  ordination  of 
Bev.  Bohm,  together  with  his  reconciliation  with  Bey.  Wdas; 
especially,  since  the  Classis  itself,  notwithstanding  it  has  had  so 
much  trouble  with  them,  is  yet  williug  to  confirm  their  corre- 
spondent; and  that  of  this,  they,  in  accordance  with  their  desne 
and  duty,  also  request  and  assure  them;  that  this  was  urged, 
indeed,  for  the  general  benefit*  of  the  church,  and  is  confirmed 
with  prayers  (sighings)  unto  God,  for  strength  and  wisdom  and 
gentleness;  they  also  promise  to  recommend,  on  all  occasionSi  to 
the  opponents  of  Bev.  Bohm,  obedience  to  the  loving  counsel 
of  Classis,  and  thus  to  pacify  both. 

3.  They  indicate  the  sad  condition  of  that  church: 

(1)  From  Bev.  Bohm's  letters  to  us.    It  appears  from  thcae 
how  misled  those  separatists  have  been. 
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(2)  From  the  statement  of  Eev.  Weiss;  tliat  he  had  received 
»r  from  Hev.  Wilhelmus  of  Eotterdamy  whereof  he  promises 

■end  a  copy;  but  has  not  done  so. 

(8)  From  the  promise  of  Eev.  Weiss  to  Rev.  Boel,  to  do  his 
for  Rev.  Bohm,  for  the  sake  of  peace;  and  to  bring  in  a 
m  account  thereof;  but  he  has  also  failed  in  this. 

(4)  From  the  behavior  of  (elder)  Reiff,  who  journeyed  with 
^  Weiss  to  Holland,  in  a  libellous  letter  (scheld  brief,  scold- 
ing letter)  with  the  most  villainous  words  against  Rev.  Bohm's 
advancement  among  us:  he  had  said  with  anger,  that  they  and 
their  Assembly  had  not  deemed  themselves  worthy  to  hear  our 
petce-letter  read. 

They  are  therefore,  by  reason  of  Reiff s  conduct,  apprehensive 
^or  the  money  collected,  and  submit  for  consideration,  accord- 
ingly, whether  if  Reiff  could  still  be  got  hold  of  in  Holland| 
<ho  money  could  not  be  legally  taken  away  from  him. 

i.  They  inform  us  that  Peter  van  Driessen  in  spite  of  their 
iraming,  has  sought  to  procure  advancement,  (ordination)  for 
iiis  brother,  John  van  Driessen,  from  the  English  (Independents) 
for  service  in  our  Netherland  Church,  and  has  procured  it,  and 
notwithstanding  their  warning,  he  has  also  been  instaUed  bj] 
his  brother,  Peter  van  Driessen,  in  the  churches  of  Eonderhook 
and  Claverack.  These  were  formerly  ministered  to  by  Peter  van 
Driessen. 

That  ever  since,  the  consistory  of  Rev.  Peter  van  Driessen, 
at  Albany,  of  their  own  accord,  has  refused  to  admit  his  brother 
to  preach  in  their  church,  and  has  prevented  the  same  up  to  the 
present  time. 

Complaints  have  also  come  up,  and  they  report  further,  that 
the  principal  result  is  this;  that  inasmuch  as,  without  any  eccle- 
siastical or  academical  certificates  from  Holland,  but  only  upon 
his  brother,  Peter  van  Driessen^s,  own  recommendation,  for  pro- 
motion, he  was  ordained  at  New  Haven,  and  having  been  installed, 
he  now  lives  in  idleness  (at  EInderhook.) 
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Their  advice  having  been  asked  about  this,  they  declare  tl 
in  the  main,  they  have  not  wished  to  interfere  with  the  businesi! 
at  all,  but  to  leave  it  all  to  the  wise  counsel  and  judgment  of 
Classis,  with  the  assurance  of  their  deep  felt  pain  and  sorrow 
at  such  estrangements  in  the  Dutch  church  there;  and  with  the 
ysrish  that  God  will  provide  for  this  in  His  mercy. 

Was  signed, 

G.  du  Bois. 
V.  Antonides, 
Henricus  BoeL 

IL  The  second  letter  of  May  12,  1732,  embraces 
1.  Some  accounts 

(1)  That   and  Ericson  had  indeed  accepted  their 

advice  with  thanks;  but  they  had  requested  that  the  facts  about 
John  van  Driessen  might  be  brought  squarely  out,  but  they  hi 
refused,  for  reasons  in  the  advice  itself. 

(2)  That  Kev.  Peter  van  Driessen  had  indeed  since  shown  to 
them  in  letters,  his  displeasure,  in  being  asked  to  submit  hi» 
brother's  case  to  Eev.  Classis;  but  he  has  never  adduced  anything 
against  the  propriety  of  such  advice. 

(3)  That  the  consistory  of  Kingston,  under  Rev.  Vas,  had  also 
complained  to  them  in  the  year  1731,  and  asked  for  counsel  about 
John  van  Driessen,  but  they  had  answered  again  as  before. 

(4)  That  they  had  understood  later,  that  the  schism,  as  it 
appeared  was  abating,  and  there  was  hope  for  restoration;  ne?- 
ertheless  this  year  there  are  again  serious  complaints  from  Kings- 
ton about  John  van  Driessen  and  his  brother  Peter  van  Driessen. 
Concerning  this  matter  the  letters  accompanying  this  by  virtue 
of  the  Correspondence  with  Classes,  promised  submission  to  the 
judgement  of  Classis:  if  haply  thus,  by  the  speedy  intervention 
of  the  authority  of  Classis,  with  God's  help,  the  threatened  ruin 
of  the  Netherland  Churches  there,  might  be  averted,  etc. 

(5)  That  in  1730  had  arrived  there,  with  good  ecclesiastical 
and  academical  testimonials^  Bev.  George  Williams  ManciuSy  on 
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[A  call,  'without  their  knowledge,  from  the  Germans  out  in  the 
itry,  in  that  province.     Also  he  had  been  received  into  their 
kotherhood,  and  was  being  assisted  by  counsel  and  by  deeds:  but 
'.  Uiat  the  same  had  been  called,  this  spring,  to  Schraalenburg  and 
■Bttamus,  by  the  Dutch.     There,  he  is  getting  along  reasonabljj 
▼ell  in  the  Dutch,  with  a  desirable  attendance,  and  in  good  har- 
mony with  Rev.  Cfurtenius.     He  thus  furnishes  good  expectations 
of  much  benefit  for  their  churches  there,  upon  which  they  desiro 
the  Lord's  blessing. 

(6)  They  present  for  our  consideration,  whether  if  it  be  poe- 
able,  it  be  not  highly  desirable,  for  the  better  carrying  on  of  the 
Correspondence,  that  they  should  send  over  aU  the  Synodical  Acta 
imce  the  ITational  Synod  of  Dort. 

a.  Thanks  are  given  for  the  sending  of  the  ITorth  Holland 
fynodical  Acta  of  1730;  and  they  request  its  continuance  from 
year  to  year. 

b.  They  entreat  for  the  Maintenn  [liberty?]  of  their  churches 
$B  soon  and  as  effectively  as  possible;  with  the  wish  that  the  su- 
preme government  here  [in  Holland]  be  interceded  with,  in  be- 
half of  the  safety  of  their  church;  that  they  may  obtain  their 
ttatus  under  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  while  remaining  in  cor- 
respondence with  us. 

c.  They  conclude  with  a  wish  for  blessing  and  prosperity  upon^ 
our  favor,  unto  the  triumph  of  the  right,  and  the  uprooting  of 
what  is  evil;  and  that  they  may  be  Jehovah's  glorious  ones  on  tha 
•arth^  and  his  eternal  glorified  ones  in  the  Heavens.  ^ 

[Was  signed, 
G.  Du  Bois. 
V.  Antonides. 
Henricus  BoeL 

The  postscript  was  a  statement  that  whatever  testimonies  had 
been  obtained  by  the  English-ordained  John  van  Driessen  for  him- 
•elf ;  the  surest  account  was,  that  no  good  testimony  at  all  of  hiB 
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edifying  oondaet  oonld  be  trnly  giyen;  bai^  on  tli0  Mtttnij 
eould  be  said  of  his  grosely  off ensiye  lif e.    This  in.  eoneoknei^ 
iooonnted  themselTeB  obliged  to  add  to  the  zesb    zziL  81S» 

AOTS  OV  THE  ClaSSIS  OV  AlCSTBBAAlC 

Baritan. 

'    1783,  Oct  6tL    The  letter  for  Earitan,  the  ccmtents  of 
^were  mentioned)  in  the  preTions  Acta,  was  drawn  up  by  the  Berj 
Deputati  ad  res  Extents  and  read  and  approved  by  this  Assemli^j 
sL84. 

Sngston,  New  Yoik. 

In  accordance  with  the  submitted  and  approved  report, 
advice),  the  Bev.  Deputati  ad  ces  Extents  shall  write  to  <kj 
preachers  of  New  York,  and  to  the  Bevs.  Yas  and  Erieksoa  i 
'Kingston,  and  to  the  Bev.  Peter  van  Driessen;  but  to  the 
ivith  serious  rebukes,    xi  84. 

New  Yobk  Ooijnoil  Jottbitai.. 

mLLIAM  COSBY,  GOVERNOR,  AUGUST  1, 1732-MABCH 

10,  1736. 

The  Assembly  sent  a  Bill  to  the  Council  entitled,  "An  Act  to 
encourage  a  public  school  in  the  City  of  New  York,  for  teaching 
*  Latin,  Greek,  and  Mathematics.     Council  Journal,  624.     Bead| 
committed,  reported,  624.    Passed,  625.    Enacted,  626, 

Charteb  op  New  York  City. 

1T82;  Oct.  14.  Charter  of  1730,  confirmed  by  the  Gteneral  Assembly  of  PrvrtatBL 
See  charter  of  1686.  Mayor  appointed  by  the  Qovemor  in  Council,  lutQ  tht 
American  Beyolution.    Population,  8,624.—   Booth's  New  York  City,  822,  etc. 

A  Governor's  Marriage  License,  Oct.  16,  1782. 

By  his  excellency  William  Cosby  Esq.,  captain  general  and  gOTernor  in  chief  o( 
the  provinces  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  territories  thereon  depeadlag;  !■ 
America,  Tice-admiral  of  the  same,  and  colonel  in  his  majesty's  army,  ete. 

To  any  Protestant  Minister: — Whereas  there  is  a  mutual  purpose  of 
between  Jacob  Glenn  of  the  city  of  Albany,   merchant,  of  the  one 
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Cayler  of  the  same  city,  splziBter,  of  the  other  party,  for  which  they 
|p9  deilred  my  license,  and  haye  giyen  bond  upon  condition!,  that  neither  of  them 
Iflt  any  lawful  let  or  Impediment  of  pre-contract  affinity,  or  conaansnlnlty  to 
Nfter  their  beln^  joined  In  the  holy  bands  of  matrimony;  these  are  therefore  to 
Mkarlae  and  empower  yon  to  Join  the  said  Jacob  Glenn  and  Elisabeth  Cnyler  la 
■I  holy  bands  of  Matrimony,  and  them  to  pronounce  man  and  wife. 
.  Qlfen  under  my  hand  and  prerogatWe  seal  at  Fort  George  in  New  York,  the  16tli 
m  ef  October,  In  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord,  George  th« 
■MMd,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  King,  defendei 
■  the  faith.     Anno  Domini  1782. 

I  W.  Oosby. 

I  Bmdk.  Morris,  D.  Sec.—  Munsell*s  Annals  of  Albany,  VoL  IL  p.  18&  j 

CiAssis  OF  Amstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence, 

He  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Kev.  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen,  October 

19,  1732.    xxix.  101.     No.  23. 

!^  the  Rer.  Frelinghuysen  and  the  other  members  of  the  Consistory  of  Baretans:— 

Worthy  Sirs  and  Brethren:— The  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  has  received  yonr 
itter  with  the  enclosed  documents.  But  we  perceive  therefrom  with  astonishment, 
hat  our  action,  in  reference  to  those  whom  you  had  excommunicated,  has  not  been^ 
«nied  oat  by  you.  The  dissatisfied  ones  complain  greatly  to  us  that  they  have  not 
leen  released  from  their  sentence,  and  that  you  refuse  to  release  them,  except  on 
istaln  conditions  to  which  they  take  exception.  But  the  Rev.  Classis  has  already 
Hsohitely  released  them,  and  we  have  written  to  you  how  they  were  to  be  re- 
Mmitted  t&  the  use  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  It  appears  very  remarkable  to  Classify 
Iccording  to  letters  from  each  side,  that  this  has  not  yet  been  accomplished.  It 
b  ear  desire,  and  we  admonish  you,  that  the  resolution  of  Classis  be  immediately 
ibeyed,  and  that  these  parties  be  given  no  further  ground  of  complaint.  They 
■ast  be  admitted  to  the  Lord's  Table  by  you,  as  worthy  partakers.  We  trust  that 
III  koman  considerations  of  either  party  will  be  laid  aside,  and  that  love  and  peace 
lay  be  revived  among  brethren.  May  we  never  hear  again  that  there  are  divisions 
DMl  qnarrels  among  you.  These  cannot  be  otherwise  than  ruinous  to  the  Church 
f  God.  How  pleasant  it  Is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity  I  for  there  th« 
4Srd  commands  his  blessing,  even  life  forevermore. 

The  Rev.  Classis  had  also  hoped  to  learn  from  your  communication  that  th« 
egnlar  Order  of  the  Dutch  Church  and  its  Forms  were  again  maintained  in  your 
Inrch,  as  is  the  practice  everywhere  In  Holland.  But  expressions  in  your  last 
ftter  acquaint  us,  to  our  astonishment  and  grief,  with  the  fact,  that  too  much 
berty  is  yet  taken  in  the  matter  of  church  discipline,  and  in  the  use  of  th« 
\arms  In  the  administration  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  This  is  contrary  to  the  obllga- 
OBs  you  have  taken,  and  a  cause  of  great  anxiety  to  us.  The  Classis  beseeches 
ira«  and  has  a  reasonable  right  to  expect,  that  in  all  things  you  will  guide  your- 
Hres  by  the  Order  of  the  Dutch  Church,  which  was  accepted  by  us  and  by  you. 
et  all  things  be  done  according  to  Order,  to  the  building  up  of  the  church  and  th« 
illlcation  of  the  body  of  Christ. 

To  the  people  of  Millstone,  (Harllngen),  according  to  resolution  of  Classis,  has 
ten  granted  the  privilege  of  calling  a  pastor,  in  accordance  with  their  urgent 
iqoest.  This  has  already  been  communicated  to  them  and  we  now  give  you 
BCIce  of  the  same.  In  regard  to  the  discontented  parties  at  Raretans,  we  notify 
(Ml  that  the  Classis  resolves,  that  Rev.  Frelinghuysen  must  make  peace  with  them 
Ithln  three  months;  or  otherwise  they  are  permitted  to  unite  with  the  people  of 
UlitMM  (Harllngen)  in  calling  a  pastor.  We  also  notify  yon  that  the  Classis  haa 
maiwtA  tliat  Rev.  Frelinghuysen  must  keep  himself  to  th«  Oidtf  «t  tlkia  l>xiU^ 
kwdi  tad  Its  WcnDM, 
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Bzpectlng  tbmt  70a  will  obey  tbeie  orders,  we  commeBd  yon  to  Ood  oad  tfet  WMj 
of  bis  grace.    It  is  oor  heartj  wish  that  the  Lord  may  inertMe  you,  and  aakt  im\ 
all  abound  in  ioTe  towards  one  another  and  to  all  mea,  erea  ■■  we  alwoiid  townli: 
70a. 
Worthy  Brethren  in  Christ, 
Your  bombie  serrants, 

J.  Noordbeek,  Bcc.  Amst.  et  Dep.  ad  rm  Bzteras,  pi.  t.  PraeaM 
Leonard  Beels,  Bcc.  Amst  et  Dep.  ad  res  Bxtenii^  p.  t.  WaXbL 
Amstwdam,  October  19,  1782. 

Tbinity  Ohuboh,  Nbw  Yobk  Qm. 

1782,  Not.  VL    Procurer-Oeneral  claims  that  the  Clmreh-farm  belongs  to  fli 

ClOWB. 

^Diz's  Hist.  Trinity  Charc^  I.  2U-2U;  IL  283^  m«i 

Ci^Assis  OF  Amstbbdaic 

[A!ct8  of  the  Deputies  and  their  CorreqKmdence. 

IThe  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Yas  and  EiickBOA 
in  New  Motherland,  Dec.  1,  1783.    xxix.  102. 


Bey.  Sirs,  and  Brethren:— With  astonishment  and  sorrow  we  hare  learned  ftoi 
your  letters  what  has  occurred  in  reference  to  John  Van  Driessen,  who  was  teeil 
Into  the  serrice  of  the  Church  at  Claverack,  by  his  brother  In  Albany,  Bev.  P.  fin 
Drieseen.  We  wish  from  our  hearts  that  each  of  them  had  refrained  fran  iach 
unwise  and  unusual  conduct,  which  cannot  fail  to  produce  great  erfla.  CertaUr 
Ber.  Peter  Van  Driessen  has  acted  very  improperly  in  urging  forward  his  brotho; 
and  accompIIshlDg  his  purpose  In  opposition  to  the  counsel  and  earnest  admoDithni 
of  the  ministers  in  New  York.  He  is  worthy  of  severe  punishment  tlierefor.  Wc 
sliall  not  fail  to  let  him  know  our  displeasure,  upon  the  supposition  of  his  wroag 
conduct  in  this  matter.  We  approve  the  advice  given  by  the  ministers  of  Mew 
York  at  the  request  of  Claverack  and  Schlnechtade.  We  think  it  would  have  beci 
only  appropriate  in  Rev.  Peter  Van  Driessen  to  have  accepted  such  brotherif 
advice  with  meekness,  and  to  have  answered  kindly.  This  is  the  more  obflou, 
because  the  advice  offered,  plainly  appears  to  have  been  founded  upon  the  action  of 
the  National  Synod  of  Dort,  which  must  l>e  received  and  followed  by  sU  Dutch 
Beformed  Churches  wherever  situated. 

Our  decision  is  that  Mr.  John  Van  Driessen  is  not  to  be  considered  a  lawful 
minister:    (1)  Because  nothing  has  been  seen  by  us  to  show  that  he  has  beta 
legally  commissioned  by  any  Dutch  Reformed  Classis.     (2)  That  the  Assembly  at 
New  Haven,  consisting  of  some  English  Independents,  as  they  are  called,  has  not 
tbe  least   right,   according  to  our  thinking,  to  send  or  appoint  ministers  to  tbt 
service  of  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  In  New  Netherland.    (8)  And  also  because  the 
life  and  walk  of  this  John  Van  Driessen,  as  appears  from  letters,  is  not  only  less 
than  edifying,  but  Is  idle  and  loose,  to  the  offence  of  the  Church  at  Claverack, 
which  he  served  for  two  years,  having  committed   violence  there.     He  has  also 
sought  to  draw  away  the  church  at  Kingston,  and  has  forced  himself  into  other 
Dutch  Churches.    (4)  We  are  still  more  satisfied  that  he  should  not  be  considered 
a  lawful  minister  because  of  circumstances  that  occurred  in  our  Clasals  In  lT19i 
These  things  are  still  fresh  in  our  memory,  and   we  neither  can   nor  will  keep 
silence  concerning  them  at  this  present  Juncture.     On  September  4th,  1719,  In  a 
regular  meeting  of  Classis,  John  Van   Driessen  requested  to  be  admitted  to  the 
Assembly.    He  then  showed  two  certificates,  In  the  Dutch  language,  signed  by  two 
Theological    Professors  at   Gronlngen,   and   requested,   since   there  was   to   be  aa 
examination  for  licensure,  that  he  also  might  be  examined.     This  was  granted, 
/Since  he  had  previously  reported  himself  to  the  examiner,  Ber.  Comynbnrg,  who 
hMd  given  him  a  text.    During  t^ie  exarnVnaUou  ^\>i^^  ^%»  ^«ti  ^«AVf  coitalned, 
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IS  Intimated  hj  tB*  newly  arriylnff  brethren  that  the  aignatoree  to  the  cer- 
tes,  did  not  eeem  genoine.  Upon  this  the  examination  was  snapended,  and 
aa  confronted  with  the  charge,  that  some  of  them  did  not  beiieTe  these  cer- 
tea  to  bare  been  signed  by  the  Professors  at  Groningen.  Upon  being  closely 
cd,  he  owhed  that  the  certificates  were  false,  that  one  waa  written  by  himself, 
the  other  by  another  person.  Upon  this,  he  waa  sererely  eensnred,  and  sent 
if  tbe  Olaasls,  with  the  admonition  to  rellnqnlah  the  stndy  of  theology,  conpled 

an  earnest  exhortation  to  a  change  of  life.  We  thoaght  well  to  Infbrm  yon 
lese  facts,  not  doubting  hot  that  yon  will  fully  Justify  the  opinion  of  Classls 
rdlng  John  Van  Drlessen.  We  desire  that  all  offences  may  be  removed  from 
Church  of  Christ,  and  that  you  may  be  richly  Qualified  by  the  Spirit  from  on 
,  to  watch  OTer  the  fiock  of  God,  which  Is  under  you,  to  preserre  yourselTes 
those  who  hear  you.     Closing  with  this  wish,   we  declare  ourselyes  to  b% 

etc 

(Signed  as  before.    Signatures  not  recorded  in  lietter-book.) 


CiAssis  OF  Amstxbdaic 

!Act8  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

1818  of  Amsterdam  to  Bev.  Peter  Van  Driessen.    December  ^p 

1732.    xxix.  108.    No.  25. 

rerend  Sir  and  Brother: — We  hsTO  heard  with  great  sorrow  and  aatonlshment 
«r  eoDduet  In  the  matter  of  your  brother,  John  Van  Driessen.  We  can  undct^ 
I  bow  one  might  desire  to  help  bis  own  brother,  when  he  can  do  so  honorably; 
t  sefWi  rery  remarkable  to  us,  that  you  should  bare  endeavored  to  push  for- 
yonr  brother  In  such  an  improper  way;  In  Tiolatlon  of  Dutch  Church-Order; 
ignlnst  all  the  good  counsel  and  admonitions  of  the  Rey.  ministers  of  New 

—  to  press  him  forward  Into  the  senrice  of  the  ministry  of  the  Dutch  Be- 
ed  Church.  We  sre  Informed  that  you  knew  at  the  time  the  charges  of  ths 
story  ot  Clayerack  against  him;  that  he  had  no  proper  Academical  certlficats 
any  Unlrerslty  of  the  Netherlands,  neither  any  Church  certificate  from  any 
Ji  of  the  Netherlands. 

1  mnst  hsTe  known  also  of  his  evil  conduct  and  offensive  life.  We  wish  that 
facts  had  rather  led  you  earnestly  to  admonish  your  brother  to  reformation 
re,  than  to  have  threatened  the  brethren  of  Claverack  with  the  dlspleasurs 
•o-called  Classls  (Association  7)  of  New  Haven,  which  you  know  has  no  relation 
le  Dutch  Churches,  nor  any  power  over  the  same.  We  cannot  comprehend 
a  minister,  who  would  be  considered  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church« 
irho  declares  that  he  takes  great  satisfaction  In  the  resolutions  of  the  Classls 
msterdam, —  for  thus  you  elaborately  wrote  In  your  letter  of  July  17,  last,'- 
snch  a  minister,  without  the  knowledge  of  his  Classls,  yea,  rather  in  total 
fard  of  It,  can  do  as  you  have  done.  For  you  have  gone  to  an  Association  of 
la  Bngllah  Independents,  and  on  their  authority  have  attempted  to  push  for- 
a  certain  one  Into  the  service  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  New  Nether- 

—  a  Church  which  cannot  recognise  another  Church-Order  than  its  own,  as 
mate,  for  its  own  ministry. 

a  have  requested  us.  In  your  above  mentioned  letter,  to  use  our  Influence  In 
nlng  for  yoo  some  additional  salary  in  London,  from  the  Bngllsh  Church. 
In  this  matter  of  your  brother,  you  did  not  so  much  forget  our  Classls,  aa 
Ively  to  decline  our  advice.  For  the  Rev.  Ministers  of  New  York  strongly 
I  yon  t&  refer  this  matter  of  your  brother  to  our  Classls.  Bven  In  the  said 
r  of  July  17th,  you  never  mentioned  this  matter  as  having  occurred  at  alL 
t  the  reason  for  such  conduct  Is  you  know  best  yourself.  We  commend  the 
net  of  the  ministers  of  New  York  In  the  same  degree  that  we  find  fault  with 
I.  It  would  liave  been  proper  for  you  to  have  kindly  accepted  the  advice, 
h  tbay  save  you,  at  the  request  of  the  people  of  Claverack;  especially  as  it 
fduBded  npon  the  Acts  ot  the  Synod  of  Dort,  which  are  tha  Uu\ai  ot  eXL 
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Dutch  Beformtd  dnurdiM  gfwjwiwfi    W«  tmt  ttefe  900 

joor  opInioM  on  thtt  matter;  or  at  loast»  that  on  tbm  soealpt  oC  thli  laCtVt 

eoaao  to  aphold  jonr  brothor,  thoi  imlawfiillj  prewt*  lato  tfeo 


Ho  Bot  only  has  no  lawful  eommlatfoB  from  aaj  DatA  Cllaart%  tal 
TCjcettd  by  our  Clatiria»  when  ho  in  Beptembor,  171%.  ortMowty 
for  oxaminatlon  for  Uconanro.    He  rcpreoented  that^  ImmedfitOly 
ho  would  recelTO  a  ealL    But  ho  was  rtjectod  fOr  thooo  iMMas 
the  cxamlnatioB,  ho  aeqaltted  hlmaelf  00  poorly  that  the  Ctauili 
Tory  great  diiappointment;  and  aeeondly,  boeanae  It  waa  dtoeofwii, 
oonfOiied,  when  Claiala  Inaleted,  that  the  two  Dnteh  eortlflcatH^ 
■amea  of  two  Theological  Profeiaora  Of  Gronlngen*  whleh  ho  haA 
not  written  nor  elgned  by  thooo  Profeooora,  bnt  one  by  hhn—M^  aM  tha 
another  penon.    Upon  this  he  waa  aererOly  rebuked  by  Olaail%  and 
the  admonition  to  otody  theology  no  more.    Ho  waa  alao  oarMoClF 
change  hla  life^  and  nerer  to  preaent  hlmeelf  before  another  Olaa0l& 
ought  to  hare  deterred  yoo  from  yoor  endcarora  in  behalf  of 

It  remalna  the  dedolon  of  thla  Glasala  that  John  Tan  IMeaaen  la  aoC  t»  be  «» 
ildered  a  lawful  minister;  eepeclally  beeauae  of  the  aerlona  ^argaa  wMch  an  Ml 
against  him  by  the  people  of  Clarerack  and  Klngatown.  Wo  wUh  aoC  too  mnmif 
to  rebuke  you;  but  we  prefer  fraternally  to  admonish  you,  and  wa  baaMck  yaa  ir 
the  sake  of  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  New  Netherland  dinrchea^  and  fir  ymt 
own  sake,  that  you  lend  yourself  no  further  to  assist  in  snOh  onlaidM 
your  brother  has  dared  to  undertake.  On  the  other  hand  wo  hope  yo«  wBI 
dissuade  him  from  further  disturbing  the  Church  of  Qod  by  hla  Imprapar 
to  the  great  distress  of  the  good,  and  increasing  their  complainta.  Ood  gnat  Ifp 
a  Qlrtt  of  repentance,  and  enable  him  to  detest  his  former  mlaeoBdast.  atfl  fell 
Aim  to  such  reformation  that  our  grief  orer  him  may  bo  turned  lata  Jof.  ' 

And  may  Ood  enable  you  so  to  conduct  yourself  in  hia  Hooaa^  that  yea  aav  It' 
found  henceforth  blameless,  hsTlng  a  good  conadenco  towarda  Ood  aai  wm^  flat 
yon  may  at  length  appear  before  him  in  confldenco.    Wo  fomalBt 
In  the  name  of  all, 

Bte. 

P.  8.    We  herewith  return  to  you  your  petition  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  aart  t» 
ua  with  the  request  to  forward  it  to  him,  with  our  endorsement  to  hla  Bimeaei 
The  Classis  has  good  reasons  for  not  granting  your  request,  and  hava  ^aigsd  m 
to  return  it  to  you. 

Classis  of  Amstsbdak. 

jflicts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondencai 

CSassis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Ministers  of  ITew  York.    No  date 
given,  but  about  December,  1732.    zxiz.  109.    No.  26. 

Bererend  Sirs  and  Esteemed  Brethren: — We  haye  recelTod  your  letter  of  May  3X 
1782,  and  learn  therefrom  that  BeT.  Haeghoort  haa  placed  in  your  handa  the  let- 
ters of  Claasis,  and  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  sent  in  his  caie. 
We  again  send  in  this  enclosure  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  of 
1782.  IK  on  may  be  assured  that  your  correspondence  is  Tory  agreeable  to  ua.  On 
our  part  we  will  do  eyerythlng  to  continue  it,  not  only  for  your  pleaaurc^  but  for 
your  assistance  and  aupport,  so  far  as  we  are  able. 

The  continued  discord  In  Bey.  Boehm*s  congregation  distresses  us.  The  eonduet 
of  Bey.  Weiss  seems  yeiy  remarkable  to  us,  both  in  reference  to  your  proporttSoa 
and  request  to  him,  aa  well  as  in  reference  to  Bey.  Boehm.  Wo  deslro  further 
Information  from  you  about  thla  business.  It  seems  yery  perplexing  to  na»  ao  tfeat 
wo  haye  poatponed  our  moro  deflnito  dodalon  until  wo  haTO  fuller  azplaBalloa 
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Blder  Bctff  appeared  !■  onr  Aasembly  we  haTe  not  beard  from  him.    We 

there  la  no  reason  to  fear  for  the  safety  of  the  money  committed  to  him  to 

across  (the  ocean),  to  be  need  for  the  purposes  intended.     Meanwhile,  the 

we  still  hSTO  on  hand  will  be  retained  by  us,  until  we  shall  recelTe  a  more 

statement  from  you. 

As  to  the  conduct  of  John  Van  Driessen,  as  well  as  that  of  his  brother,  Rer. 

Yan  Driessen,  Pastor  at  Albany,  according  to  the  information  sent  us  by 

in,  as  well  as  by  Rcts.   Yas  and  Erickson,  (we  can  only  say):  that  we  haTe 

VilltCB  to  said  RcT.  Peter  Yan  Drissen,  telling  him  of  our  astonishment  and  sorrow 

tt  Us  conduct  In  this  matter  of  his  brother  John.    We  hsTO  also  written  to  Rcts. 

Hm  sod  Erickson,  telling  them  that  we  commend  them,  and  also  entirely  approTO 

tf  the  sdTlce  glTcn  by  you  in  that  business;  also  that  we  write  the  same  to  you. 

Vt  thank  you  for  your  good  adTice,  which  is  entirely  agreeable  to  us,  and  we 

ilA  to  express  the  same  sentiments  to  you  as  we  did  to  said  gentlemen.     We 

lipe  that  Rer.  Peter  Yan  Driessen,  after  reading  our  letter,  will  come  to  better 

ttssfhta,  and  uot  only  abstain  from  all  further  attempts  to  encourage  his  brother, 

^  win  also  strongly  dissuade  him  from  longer  disturbing  the  church,  and  grieying 

Ike  good,  and  multiplying  their  causes  of  complaint. 

We  hare  also  written  to  Rct.  Frelinghuysen  and  the  other  members  of  the  Con- 

at  Raretans,  and  made  him  to  understand  our  astonishment  that  he  had 

carried  out  our  resolution  in  reference  to  those  whom  he  had  excommunicated. 

these  parties  haTe  complained  to  us,  by  letter,  that  he  refuses  to  release  them 

their  excommunication,  except  on  certain  conditions,  which  they  deem  un- 

scecptable.    (That  Classis,  etc.,  See  letter  to  Rev.  Frelinghuysen.) 

Too  ask  US  whether  it  would  not  be  well  for  you  to  hsTe,  if  possible,  a  complete 
isft  of  Minutes  from  the  time  of  the  Synod  of  Dort.  We  know  not  exactly  what 
Mlavtco  you  include  under  this  request,  whether  only  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of 
Rorth  Holland,  or  also  the  Minutes  of  the  other  proTinces  besides.  The  latter 
would  be  quite  impossible  to  grant  you.  In  regard  to  the  former,  we  leare  it  to 
yon  to  determine,  how  the  expenses  incurred  (for  copying),  could  be  met.  For  the 
transcription  of  those  Minutes  would  make  about  a  hundred  copies  of  the  slse  of 
those,  of  which  you  hare  already  a  few.  We  haTe  to  pay  at  least  two  ducats,  (a 
gold  ducat,  about  |2.;  a  silTcr  ducat  about  IL)  for  the  writing  out  of  one  copy  of 
the  Synodlcal  Minutes  each  year. 

Since  the  departure  of  the  Reys.  Haeghoort  and  Yan  Schle,  no  one  has  presented 
himself  whom  the  Deputies  felt  willing  to  send  oyer  for  the  seryice  of  the  churches 
In  New  Netherland.  Neyertheless  they  are  using  all  possible  diligence  to  that  end. 
We  pray  the  Almighty  to  be  pleased  to  keep  safely  the  churches  in  New  Nether- 
land. May  those  which  enjoy  peace  long  be  prlylleged  to  preserre  it;  while  as  to 
the  others,  we  pray  that  Qod  may  bring  strife  and  division  to  an  end.  May  yon 
be  permitted  to  see  all  difflcalties,  so  inimical  to  the  prosperity  of  the  church, 
remoyed.  May  Ood  bless  your  churches  and  labors,  as  well  as  those  of  the  other 
sUnlsters,  to  the  adyancement  of  the  welfare  of  Zlon.  May  he  make  all  of  us 
faithful  in  those  respectlye  flelds  In  which  his  Dlylne  Proyidence  has  placed  us, 
and  bestow  upon  us  at  last  the  reward  of  faithful  serrants.  We  close  with  our 
best  wishes  for  eyery  grace  and  blessing  upon  your  persons,  ministry  and  house* 
bolds. 
In  the  name  of  all. 

Etc. 
Amsterdam  (about  December  1782.) 


Dutch  Churoh  of  New  York. 

New  York,  De<5.  6,  1782. 

Great  Consistory  held,  according  to  a  resolution  of  the  Huling 
Consistory,  passed  Dec.  8rd.    Eesolved,  That  plots,  in  perpetuity, 
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for  vaults  in  the  Church-yard  of  the  New  Church,  should  be 
on  the  following  conditions: 

1.  Each  plot  shall  be  just  as  broad  and  wide  as  the  one  aliei4f 
made. 

2.  The  mason  work  shall  be  six  feet  from  the  Church  waD. 
8.  On  each  vault-plot  the  purchaser  shall  pay  at  once  £5.,  and 

on  every  interment  of  a  person  under  ten  years  of  age,  six  shilh'iigi; 
for  one  over  ten  and  below  twenty,  twelve  shillings;  and  abon 
twenty,  eighteen  shillings,  all  in  New  York  currency. 

4.  In  case  any  one  at  the  time  of  the  first  purchase,  pays  £!{• 
he  then  shall  always  have  the  right  to  bury  without  any  fnrdier 
charge. 

6.  If  any  one  desires  to  buy  outside  the  line  of  vaults^  widwrak 
hindrance  to  them,  a  plot  as  wide  and  broad  as  a  vault,  at  leist 
six  feet  from  the  Church  walls,  not  for  mason  work,  but  only  to 
buiy  in  the  ground,  he  shall  have  such  a  plot  for  £6.  and  shill 
pay  for  each  interment,  six,  twelve,  or  eighteen  shillings,  accori- 
ing  to  the  3rd  article  above.  But  if  he  pays  £15.  at  once,  inte^ 
ments  shall  be  free,  according  to  Article  4  above. 

Meanwhile,  all  the  charges  for  grave-digging,  and  the  use  rf 
the  pall,  shall  be  for  the  profit  of  our  church,  even  as  this  hitherto 
has  belonged  to  their  income  and  should  so  continue. 

Thus  done  in  Great  Consistory  the  day  above  named.  Wit- 
ness, in  name  and  by  authority,  etc. 

Henricus  Boel,  p.  t  Praese^ 

Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 
Manor  of  Fordham,  etc. 

New  York,  Dec.  19,  1732. 

After  calling  on  God's  name:  There  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
sistory a  written  request  from  Mr.  Barend  de  Forest,  clerk  in  the 
Old  Church,  now  a  prisoner  for  debt,  that  the  Consistory  would 
please  become  responsible  for  £50.  or  £60,  and  continue  Jkun  in 
his  office,  and  on  his  behalf,  state  this  by  word  of  mouth,  and  from 
time  to  time,  take  one  half  of  his  salary  for  the  defat|  and  jtif 
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&IB  other  half  for  his  support,  so  long  as  he  discharges  his 
well,  but  no  longer. 
Hereon,  after  much  consideration,  Besolved,  That  the  Con- 
cannot  be  answerable  for  any  sum,  and  still  holds  it  in 
dderation  whether  to  restore  Mr.  de  Forest  to  his  office  or  not, 
if  he  is  released.  Also  that  Mr.  Isaac  Stoutenborg^  now  act- 
:  %  as  his  helper,  shall  be  asked  if  he  has  a  mind  to  continue  as 
meh;  if  so,  he  shall  be  paid  by  the  time,  at  the  rate  of  £15.  per 
jear,  and  that,  from  the  time  when  he  began,  which  was  Decem« 
ler  8rd;  for  the  Consistory  finds  it  necessary  to  abide  by  the 
x«Bolution  to  hold  the  office  of  Clerk  and  Schoolmaster,  together, 
for  one  competent  person.  This  proposition  being  made  to  Mr. 
Stoutenberg  in  the  meeting  was  accepted  by  him. 

It  was  also  agreed  that  Mr.  Isaac  Kip  should  pay  the  tax  of 
Ifestchester  upon  the  Manor,  according  to  the  account  stated  to 
the  Consistory,  18s.  8id.,  for  this  year. 

Further,  the  Consistory  approved  the  Act  of  the  Deacons,  in 
selling,  according  to  previous  order,  the  house  in  Joode  street, 
conveyed  hy  Wessel  Wessels  to  the  church  for  debt,  for  £70.,  to 
be  paid  the  ooming  May. 

Dutch  Chubch  of  New  Toek. 

Jan.  9,  1733. 

In  Oonsistoiy:  The  contract  of  sale  for  the  house  in  Jude 
street,  was  presented,  read  and  approved.  It  was  then  ordered  to 
be  sealed,  and  furthermore,  with  the  papers  heretofore  given  by 
Wessel  Wessels  to  the  Consistory,  was  given  over  to  Abrm.  Elber- 
son,  who  had  bought  the  house.  He  gave  in  payment  his  bond  for 
£70.  due  next  May. 

Acts  of  thb  Classis  of  Akstbbdaic 
Kev.  Peter  van  Dries(sen). 

1738,  Jan.  18th.    Kev.  Peter  van  Dries,  minister  at  Albany, 
w.  He  has  written  a  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  London.,  encL* 
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dosed  in  his  letter  to  tlie  dassis,  seekiiig  to  seeore  some 
therefrom.    He  requests  that  the  Classis  will  be  pleased  to 
mit  that  letter,  and  to  second  his  request  of  the  said  bishop. 
obvious  reasons  this  Assembly  cannot  imdertake  to  do  this. 
Bev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  read  a  letter  drawn  up  hj  theniy 
be  sent  to  said  Key.  van  Dries;  also  one  to  the  Coetu  of  Snrioana- 
Both  of  these  were  approved.    zL  90.    [See  also  JvSj  17^  VnSL\ 

Writing  to  New  York. 

Writing  to  the  ministers  of  New  Yoik,  (and)  to  Bev&  Vas  sai 
Ericksoni  remains  recommended  to  the  Deputati  ad  zee  Exton 
zL  9L    [This  had  already  been  done  on  Deo.  1, 1782.]. 

Dutch  Chuboh  of  New  Yobx* 
Bules  about  Vaults,  Burials,  eta 

New  Yoik,  Jan.  IS,  178& 

Conditions  upon  which  the  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  ill* 
Bef  ormed  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York,  will  sell  graves  v^ 
vaults  in  the  yard  of  the  New  Church.  (Nassau  street,  east  dde^ 
between  Liberty  and  Cedar  streets.) 

1.  All  theburial  plots  which  shall  be  laid  out  from  time  to  time^ 
to  be  sold  for  vaults,  shall  be  numbered,  beginning  with  No.  1, 
and  80  on. 

2.  Each  vault  shall  be  at  least  six  feet  long  and  nine  broad,  m 
the  clear,  and feet  deep. 

8.  Every  one  who  buys  such  a  plot  must  be  a  contributor  t(v 
the  salary  of  the  ministers,  and  build  the  vault  of  stone  or  brick 
at  his  own  expense,  and  keep  it  in  repair.  He  may  also  lay  upoii 
it  a  grave  stone  or  mark,  yet  only  even  with  the  ground  as  it  now  k 

4.  When  any  one  has  made  a  vault,  and  another  buys  next  to 
him^  the  second  purchaser  shall  have  the  right  to  use  the  wall 
already  made,  provided  he  gives  reasonable  satisfaction  to  the 
maker  of  it,  either  by  appraisement  of  the  masonry,  or  as  they 
two  shall  agree. 
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6.  Wben  one  or  more  vaidts  become  fnll,  the  Consistory  shall 
order  for  the  burying  of  the  bones  at  the  expense  of  the  owner. 

6.  Every  one  who  buys  a  vault-plot,  and  pays  for  it  £16.,  and 
other  costs  which  have  been  stated,  or  shall  be  hereafter  stated^ 

hold  the  same  for  himself  and  his  heirs  forever;  and  be 
r^apable  to  dispose  of  the  same  by  will;  or  in  laA  of  a  will,  it 
•hall  go  to  his  nearest  lawfid  heir,  if  he  is  a  contributor  to  the 
«alaiy  of  the  ministers  of  the  Dutch  Eef ormed  Church  of  this 
plaoe.  If  there  be  no  heir,  it  shall  revert  to  the  Church  and  be 
•old  again.  The  purchaser  before  mentioned,  or  his  appointed  heir 
xnay,  also,  during  their  lives  sell  the  vault  to  whomsoever  they 
<!hoo6e,  but  always  to  a  contributor  to  the  salary  as  above  said. 

7.  Whoever  buys  a  grave-plot  and  pays  £5.,  shall  have  all  the 
tight  stated  in  Article  6.  But  whenever  he  buries  anyone  therein, 
la  shall  pay  to  the  Church  Masters,  for  the  use  of  the  Church, 

:     md  for  one  under  ten  years  of  age,  six  shillings;  for  one  above 
^     <en  and  imder  twenty,  twelve  shillings;  and  above  twenty,  eigh- 
teen shillings,  all  in  New  York  currency. 

8.  All  bodies  deposited  in  such  vaults,  shall  be  buried  in  the 
Qsnal  manner  of  members  of  the  Dutch  Church,  and  not  otherwise. 

9.  Whoever  buys  a  grave-plot,  beyond  the  line  of  the  vaults, 
being  as  broad  and  long  as  a  vault,  and  six  feet  from  the  Church 
wall,  without  making  a  vault,  shall  hold  the  same,  forever,  upon 
paying  £15;  and  shall  have  the  same  privileges,  and  be  tinder  the 
same  regulations  as  vault-holders  who  have  paid  £15.  And  he 
who  buys  for  £5.  shall  have  the  same  privileges  and  be  under  the 
same  regulations  as  vaidt-holders  who  have  paid  £5. 

10.  Besides  the  cost  of  grave-digging,  bell-ringing,  and  the  use 
of  the  pall,  shall  be  paid  by  the  respective  buyers  of  graves  or 
vaults,  according  to  the  orders  of  the  Church  made,  or  to  be  made, 
thereupon. 

11.  In  the  Church  Masters'  Book  shall  be  recorded  the  name 
of  each  buyer  of  ground  for  a  grave,  and  the  price,  and  the  num- 
ber, and  to  whom  it  adjoins.    A  copy  of  this  with  a  receipt  for  the 
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money,  shall  be  given  to  the  buyer,  nnder  the  hand  of  two  of 
Buling  Church  Masters;  and  the  buyer  shall  give  to  the  Ck>i 
a  duplicate  of  this,  signed  by  himself,  with  the  addition,  that 
and  his  heirs,  or  whoever  may  obtain  his  right,  shall  always 
form  to  the  conditions  herein  imposed  by  the  Consistory^  upon 
respective  buyers  of  vaults  or  burial-plots. 

12.  If  any  purchaser  desires  a  transcript  of  these  ordinancei^ 
may  have  the  same,  subscribed  as  above,  at  his  own  expense. 

Thus  done  in  our  Consistory  at  New  York,  Jan.  18,  1733. 

iWitness,  in  name  etc, 

Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  Praes« 

Fbilinghuysen's  Sbbmons^ 

1733. 

!A.  Small  Collection  of  SeiTnons  from  the  Old  and  New  TestamedL 

Preface  to  the  Discerning  Beader. 

[March  2,  1733.] 


Worthy  reader,  yon  possibly  imagine  that  the  aiuthor  of  the  foUoi 
mlfht  have  spared  his  pains,  since  the  Church  already  groans  beneath  the  hnria 
of  a  multitude  of  printed  discourses.  Of  this  he  is  well  aware,  but  In  this  noxthn 
of  the  world  there  are  few  in  the  possession  of  the  ordinary  reader;  besides,  lie 
Is  the  man  of  whom  every  one  talks;  beloved  by  many,  hated  by  many  more. 
Why,  then,  should  not  his  friends  be  permitted  to  bring  to  the  light  that  wUck 
he  teaches?  To  this  is  to  be  added,  that  these  discourses  were  delivered  after  ke 
had  been  graciously  restored  from  a  severe  affliction,  through  which,  for  a  coo* 
■Iderable  time,  he  could  not  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office.  Let  It  serve  as  do 
offense  to  you,  that  they  are  not  written  according  to  the  rules  of  the  art;  mocb 
less  according  to  the  new,  and  highly-wrought,  and  fashionable  style.  He  is  not 
Ignorant  how  classic  is  the  present  age;  and  that  he  is  not  writing  for  the  learned, 
but  for  the  plain  and  unlettered.  It  shall  suffice  him  if  he  express  himself  accoid- 
ing  to  the  style  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  a  clear  and  simple  manner,  and  so  that  he 
can  be  understood  by  all. 

The  distinguished  WItsIus,  in  his  "  Controversy  of  the  Lord."  enumerates  tUi 
among  the  reasons  why,  at  the  period  of  the  Reformation,  discourses  were  more 
productive  of  good  than  they  are  at  present:  because  the  preachers,  being  frequeottr 
vneducated  men,  and  not  knowing  how  to  gratify  their  hearers  with  far-fetched 
or  Inflated  words  of  human  wisdom,   sought  to  reach  the  heart  by  speaking  the 
words  of  God,  In  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  with  power.     It  is  hoped  th&t 
the  spelling  will  be  an  objection  to  no  one,  for  the  author  Is  not  a  Hollander  hy 
birth.    That  he  began  to  preach  in  the  Netherlands  language,  was  In  consequence 
of  the  advice  of  the  Rev.   Otto   Verbrugge,    late   Professor   of  Theology  and  the 
Oriental    Languages   at   Lingen,    (then    his   esteemed   instructor,)    now   located  at 
Groningen.     Some  of  these  Sermons  are  upon  texts  suj^gested  to  him  by  friends, 
with  the  request  that  he  would  treat  them.     For  the  most  part,  they  have  been 
composed  when  he  was  not  at  home,  but  at  North  Branch  or  Rarltan;  hence  there 
will  have  crept  In  some  things  which  will  demand  an  Indulgent  eye.     But  there 
will,  also,  probably  be  found  in  them  some  things  that  will  be  edifying;  for  "  who 
hath  despised  the  day  of  small  things  "  ? 

Be  they,  however,  as  they  may,  they  will  be  obtruded  upon  no  one;  he  that  It 
■ot  pleased  with  them,  may  lay  them  aside.  Truly  we  live  in  times  so  sorrowful 
that  the  discourse,  Hosea  4,  may  well  be  regarded  a  word  spoken  in  season.  The 
fear  there  expressed  may  appear  to  many  as  unfounded,  but  has  already,  to  a  great 
extent,  been  realized;  for  since  that  time  judgments  have  been  multiplied,  so  that 
he  may  say,  the  thing  that  I  feared  Is  come;  and  what  the  future  shall  still  disclose^ 
Is  known  to  the  all-wise  God  alone.  It  will  be  nothing  desirable  unless  there  be 
a  general  turning  to  the  Lord.  Oh!  that  we  were  wise,  and  heard  the  rod  and 
Him  who   hath  appointed   it,   and   submitted  to   divine  chastisements,    that  th* 
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mlglit  not  withdraw  his  bleeslng  from  as,  and  make  ns  desolate,  and  a  land 
iiiEablted.    (Jer.  6  : 8.) 
swell,    reader.    Peruse   these    discourses    wlthant   prejudice    and   for   edlfl- 
:   to  which  end,   the  Lord  graciously  Tonchsafe  his  blessing.    I  seek  nol 
;  I  fear  not  blame. 
llazeh^  1788. 

Titles  of  thb  Sebmons, 

1.   The  Sins  of  Touth  Lamented  and  Deprecated.    Pa.  25:  7.    "  Remember  not 
81ns  of  mr  youth,  nor  mj  transgreeslons:  according  to  thy  mercy,  remember 
me,  for  thy  goodness*  sake,  O  Lord." 


S.  The  Way  of  God  with  His  People  in  the  Sanctuary.  Ps.  25:  10.  "All  th« 
f  tht  of  the  Lord  are  mercy  and  truth  unto  such  as  keep  his  covenant  and  his 
iMttmonles." 

1  God's  People — Signs  and  Wonders.  Ps^  71:  7.  "I  am  as  a  wonder  unto 
mny;  but  thon  art  my  strong  refuge." 

4  The  Man  of  Sorrow.  Lam.  8:  1.  "  I  am  the  man  that  hath  seen  aflllctloa 
by  the  rod  of  his  wrath." 

&  The  Lord's  Controversy  with  His  People.  Hos.  4:  1,  2,  8.  "  Hear  the  word 
Pi  the  Lord,  ye  children  of  Israel:  for  the  Lord  hath  a  controversy  with  the 
tihabltants  of  the  land,  because  there  Is  no  truth,  nor  mercy,  nor  knowledge  of 
Qod  In  the  land.  By  swearing  and  lying,  and  stealing,  and  committing  adultery, 
they  break  out,  and  blood  toucheth  blood.  Therefore  shall  the  land  mourn,  and 
•my  one  that  dwelleth  therein  shall  languish,  with  the  beasts  of  the  field  and  the 
fnrls  of  heaven;  yea,  the  fishes  of  the  sea  also  shall  be  taken  away." 

&  The  Children  of  God  by  Trials  Preserved  from  Self -exaltation.  2  Cor.  12:  7. 
"lad  lest  I  should  be  exalted  above  measure,  through  the  abundance  of  the 
melatlons,  there  was  given  to  me  a  thorn  in  the  flesh,  the  messenger  of  Satan 
to  bnflet  me,  lest  I  should  be  exalted  above  measure." 

7.  The  Believer's  Well-founded  Expectation  of  Future  Glory.  2  Pet.  8:  It. 
"Nevertheless  we,  according  to  his  promise,  look  for  new  heavens  and  a  new 
ctrth,  wherein  dwelleth  rlghteonsnesa" 

8L  The  Announcement  of  God's  Judgment  upon  the  Corrupt  Members  of  th« 
Ghnreh.  Bev.  8:  18.  "And  I  beheld,  and  heard  an  angel  flying  through  the  midst 
sf  heaven,  saying  with  a  loud  voice.  Woe,  woe,  woe,  to  the  Inhablters  of  the  earth» 
hj  xeaflon  of  the  other  voices  of  the  trumpets  of  the  three  angelSL  which  are  yet  to 
ioaiid." 

t.  The  Soul  Seeking  Jesns.  John  20:  11-1&  "  But  Mary  stood  without  at  tbo 
hw  reoson  of  the  other  voices  of  the  trumpets  of  the  three  angels,  which  are  yet  to 
iraer,  etc.,  etc" 

IOl  The  Soul  Covenanting  with  God.  Josh.  24:  22.  **And  Joshua  said  unto  tho 
people.  Ye  are  witnesses  against  yourselves,  that  ye  have  chosen  you  the  Lord* 
to  oerve  him.    And  they  saFd  we  are  witnesses." 

(Beprlnted  with  other  sermons  of  his  by  the  Board  of  Publication  of  the  B#> 
fOfmed  Church  in  America,  185a.) 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 
A,  (P?)  van  Driessen. 

1733,  March  21st,     A  letter  was  read  from  Kev.  A.  (P?)  van 
Driessen,  of  Albany,  whose  contents  require  no  reply.    xL  94. 

Dutch  Chubch  of  New  Tobk. 
March  21,  1733. 

Commission  by  the  Bev.  Consistory  of  Mr.  Gerrlt  van  Wa^renea  as  Precentor  la 
the  Old  Church,  (Garden  st.) 

Since  the  Old  Church  of  the  Dutch  Beformed  Congregation  at  New  York  at 
present  lacks  a  Foreslnger,  with  a  Schoolmaster  and  Visitor  of  the  Sick,  and  it 
to  necessary  that  these  offices  should  be  undertaken  as  soon  as  i;K>8a\b\e  'b'y   «l 
•nltable  person;  the  Ber.  Oonstatory,  In  consequence  of  the  genertLl  teslVmoni  \a 


EooiasuBnou;  Bioobdb 


>  appolBt  re«  to  Umm 

.,.,„. J  „  _ _jd  OiMiingatloB  In  tba  ...,  ..  ,  --- , 

nvttat  yon,  Mr.  a«nlt  Tu  WacwMn  (|t  prcaest  For«tDE«  in  the  Lov  DstA 
EftMtud  ODDfngmtlM  at  KlB(riswn)  (irtiintoia.  m  lb?  Hforewiid  oQch. 

AnA,  It  rm  W*  iDCllMd  to  kcecettn*  mm*  Iwm,   we  DBmp  and  commlHlaD  jc«i 


,  _  , „._  j»  kcecDt  "• 

••  CIttk  ud  FondDnr  fw  tiM  Dnteb  BotonMd 

^_. .._.    -..    ^^ ^    , „-     »-_     -—Vim    rpnriiTS    l_^ 

. .  _,— ... -jole  coQm)[mUo^ 

•nd  to  ktep  odMkol  la  Uw  DwUb  lancvaga,  aad  leallr  to  kees  tbe  booTa  of  O* 


rpBatron:    llkcwlw 
o    wDnblp    Ihe   Fa 

S.'S 

r,  according  tt 

rSldiw7|Sr 


a^Dnr  fL-  — 

tttlt  oe-oUlod  Old  Cfuek  («t«i  u  lit.  Tu 

Mow  ChniieU:  and  «lw  to  M  ttw  Vlaltor  at  th«  81ck  for  tht  i 

•nd  to  kaep  odMOl  la  Uw  DatA  tan — "  "-■ 

MUff  DoMoaa  uHl  Chnreh  Muten. 
Ttat  la,  to  npKH  OQT  Intention  Mill  tuthor  — 
Itt.  TO  oiMdM  the  tancdon  of  CloA  uid  FoTMlnter 
He  wonblp.  both  In  preaeUnc  and  In  catccbUnc  wblcl 
BMdar  moralnn  u  men  aa.  and  at  aodi  Umoa  and  boi 
Oonautoiy  lulI  appoint,  for  tbe  edUJIng  of  tii*  coner 
■baenc*  «r  alckncM  of  tlM  mlnlattr.  to  read  In  [inblle 
PraJK  and  ■  8«nnoD  froa  aome  appnTod  wthodoi  y--'-- 
tloB  of  tbo  0«Miatoi7  ■ ■■ 


„   . -I  i«««t  tweiva  ( . — _ 

<pi—antly  to  bo  stated),  that  tod  mar  taaeh  than,  aa  all  ottaar 

■cho^  acMCdlni  to  thdr  capaeltr.  to  read,  mite  and  d^M,  tb»  i . , 

ttM  HaMalbetf  OatecUam;  and,  forUier,  In  joot  a^ool  liiiiliii.  mat  tka  Ma  rf 
booka  tharelii,  ron  are  to  act  in  all  reapeeta  m  th*  Oonafatory  ahall  falM  (a  It 
Boat  naetnl,  with  anch  addlUona  or  altcratloni  aa  mwrlaoe*  alwll  ahnr  ta  ■*  lat 
Srd.  Aa  each  one  of  the  Bcboolniaiten  haa  had  the  dnty  «<  Tlaltar  aC  tla  B^ 
•0  ron  ate  to  make  no  pltcooa  acnipiea  concemlna  the  aerrlce  Qwwovar  ariM 
In  ItaeU),  bat  miller  It  m  tbe  Mtnlateca  ahall  onllr  direct  roo. 

4th.    Aa  to  the  heaping  of  the  booka  of  the  Rct.  Oniulitoir.  ttat  )■  to  ba  iai 
In  the  beat  manner,  to  attain  lee^biuty,  aa  yav  mar  aee. 

" roo  In  nndertaklnc  theae  oBeea,  the  Ber.  Oonatatocy  anaika  M 

tbe  aald  aerricea,  ai  before  wHtten, 
VliM.        Aa  FonalnKM  and  Tliltor  of  the  BIA,  r'artr  and  era^  raa^ 

to  bo  paM  qnatterlr   SI 

leoond.     For  th*  Seboolteachlac  of  twtire  of  tb*  children  of  the  pao^ 

to  be  paid  qnarterlr   >J 

Third.        For  keeping  tbe  Booka  of  Conalitorr M 

PVmrth.     Foar  cords  of  Wood,  rearlr,   more  or  le« 

ruth.  Yon  iball  atoo  minuteij  record  all  the  children  who  are  broDibt  te  Ik 
Old  Cbnrch  for  baptism,  and  coadact  jonraelf  therein  iccording  ta  IM 
direction  of  the  Re«.  Conilatorj  bb  the  Mlalstert  aball  annouoce  ta  r*a 
For  each  child  that  yoi  record.  70U  ahall  receive  at  leaat  a  bait  qnartK 
and  aa  much  more  aa  the  parties  sball  present  rou. 

om  the  time  tbi _, 

aaster  from    tbe   time   school 

— , —   „  —   — ,._„  —   — ,   _  ^_n   hBYe  BO  Inclination  tor  tbia,  C) 

Sev.  Oonilstorr  mnst  lotrii  oat  for  some  one  else;  meanwhile 
H  ^oa  carrj  on  j-onr  school  Industrie"-'-  "—  '■—■-- —  -- 
here  will  send  you  such  a  nr— "--  " 

tamlsb  an  adequate  support  f__  ,  .  __  

Thus    tbe   CoDBlsIorr.    heartily   deBlrlng   that   roa    will   readllr    accept  this  aa.- 
mtaalon  for  tbe  aforesaid  i^ces  on  tbe  conditions  expressed,  will  recelTC  fon  wUk 
■Incere  sDectEoci  sad  show  ruu  their  Isto 
Wherefore   they   eipect   snd  desire.    '— 
that  roa    undertake   tbese  serrlcca   In 
New  Xorfc  to  enter  upob  them. 
With  prayer  for  God's  graclona  bleaslDi  therein  upon  ronr  person  and  famlli. 
TbDS  done  In  our  ConslBtory,  Zlst  of  March.  1T38. 

OuBlterns  Du  Bols,  p.  t.  Piaes. 
V.  B. —  Besides  the  foregoing  CommlsaloD,  the  ConslstoTT  promised  to  pay  H^ 
Oeriit  Vsn  Wsgenen,  otci  and  above,  for  the  Drat  two  years  (and  no  longei),  8I1 
Poonda,  yeaily,   New  York  currency,  for  his  house  rent;  whereupon,  on  a  ceittla 
day,  b*  appeared  before  the  Consistory  and  accepted  the  proposed  aerrlcre. 

n    r.„  "-'n    p.  t.  Prar- 
[cn  linurr     —    '"   ' 

Chdsch  of  New  Yoek. 

Publication  made  from  the  Pulpit  of  both  Churches.  (Qarden  at.  and  Cedar  at.)  la 

the  Dntcb  Beformed  Christian  Coogregatlon  In  New  York,  on  Bandar,  JnaalA 

1TS8. 

Beloved  in  the  Lord: —  The  Bevetend  Consistory,  tsklng  to  heart  the  eatrwaa 

BMessltr,  aaefaioeiB  and  beoe&t  under  tbe  IatV*  WvtAn^  t«  4e^»  unvNtaHaB 

IB  general,  that  there  ahouU  be  a  ffoTeAn»er  \ii  Vlw  Ova  '^^'«^  km.  «.  "VMaj^  <l 
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flick,  and  for  the  youth  In  particular,  that  there  should  be  a  good  Dutch 

z  Schoolmaater  maintained  among  ub,  has.  In  testimony  of  Mr.  Oerrit  Van 

'b  good  quallflcatlons,  called  him  to  these  offices  and  he  has  accepted  th« 


Therefore,  Notice  Is  hereby  glren  to  the  Christian  Congregation  that  Mr.  Gerrit 

Wagenen  Is  appointed  Visitor  of  the  Sick  In  our  congregation,  and  Foreslnger 

the  Old  Church,  just  as  Mr.  Jan  Van  Arnhelm  Is  Foreslnger  In  the  New  Church* 

la  to  record  who  Is  baptized  there. 
The  Christian  Congregation  will  please  conduct  themselves  accordingly: 
Farther,  Notice  Is  given  that  Mr.  Van  Wagenen  will  be  Schoolmaster  In  th« 
under  the  Inspection  and  orders  of  the  Consistory,  so  as  best  to  advance  th« 
In  the  Dutch  language.  In  the  arts  of  reading,  writing  and  ciphering,  and 
In  the  elements  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Religion.  He  will  therefore  appear 
^ilth  the  school-children  at  the  public  catechising  In  the  Church,  that  they  may 
wtdtm  the  Qneatlons  according  to  their  ability,  and  he  may  show  his  diligent  per- 
^■■uuice  of  all  his  duties. 

The  Consistory  will  also,  from  time  to  time,  take  care  that  your  reasonabl* 
HffMlsllmiH  aa  to  the  good  Instruction  of  your  children  In  reading,  writing  and 
^  and  also  in  the  prayers,  the  Catechism  and  catechising  In  the  Dutch, 

fnmued. 

as  there  are  In  our  Congregation  persons  unable  to  pay  the  school  money, 
•hall  glye  notice  of  their  children,  of  seven  years  or  over,  to  Mr.  Van 
WiigeBen,  who  will  Inform  the  Consistory;  and  they,  having  given  their  consent, 
viU  pay  the  school  money  required. 

Therefore,  the  Consistory  hopes  that  all  this  may  prove  a  desired  success  for  onr 
Okoreli,  and  that  the  Christian  Congregation  will  be  pleased  to  support  the  sama 
fsr  the  general  good,  for  themselves  and  their  children,  by  assiduously,  and  In  good 
■amber,  sending  scholars  to  Mr.  Van  Wagenen* s  School  of  Orthodoxy. 

We  Joatly  expect  this  the  more,  because,  for  a  long  time,  we  have  heard  tha 
wish  and  desire  of  many  for  a  good  Dutch  School  among  us,  according  to  th« 
liBgnage  and  religion  of  our  Church;  aa,  also,  because  it  Is  so  absolutely  necessary, 
sseAil  and  salutary  for  the  Christian  rearing,  teaching  and  training  of  our  youth, 
!i  order  to  gain  them,  from  the  earliest  period,  to  the  language  of  our  Church,  and 
to  a  love  for  the  Dutch  Reformed  worship,  that  the  prosperity  of  our  Church  may 
bt  farthered,  with  heartfelt  prayer  to  God  for  his  blessing. 
Thus  done  in  our  Session.  / 

In  the  name  and  authority  of  the  Reverend  Consistory, 

Henrlcus  Boel,  p.  t.  Praeseik 
—  Hist,  of  the  School  of  the  Collegiate  Church,  p.  4Xk 

Acts  of  the  (Jlassis  of  Amsterdam. 
Letter  to  New  York. 

1733,  April  13th.  The  Eev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  read  8 
letter  to  the  ministers  of  New  York,  in  reply  to  their  last  letter, 
and  the  same  was  approved.     zL  95. 

1733,  April  14.     Rev.  Mancius  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     (Not 

found.) 

Complaint  Against  the  Sheriff  of  Westchester  for  Kb- 
FUSING  the  Votes  of  Certain  Quakers  at  the  Election. 
(1733) 

To  WUUam  Ooahy  Governour  of  the  Proyince  of  New  York  etc. 

plaint  and  Humble  Petition  of  Richard  Cornwell.  Nehein\ah  Pa\meT  9^ 
Jn  bebalt  ot  tbemselree  and  some  others  of  the  Peop\e  caW^Oi 
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I 

Qdstera  Inhabltnnt*  In  tb«  C«aDtr  of  Weit  Ctieal^r  In  the  Ptovlne*  of  Hnr  Tid 
Bbeweth  that  we  art  ind  tot  mtoj  jears  pnat  haTe  been  Poiiae»«ed  o(  bonus  ur 
LbdcIb  b^lng   HatBti?s  In  tea  Simple  wltbln  Said  CDuuty  and  Itair  alwayi  btbtTo 

and  demcnned  ourm-iiin  toward  thoae  placed  Id  authorttr  o ■—   --■■  ■-  ■"  — 

fcllQW   3ab]eclB  as   br "- •    --" " ■•    — 

and  on  otber  oc<;aBloL-.      

Solemn  afflrmatlDn.  Inutead  of  a 
tMa  ProTla«  Id  the  Year  of  oui 


d  Queen  oF  Snglimd,  and  n 
[  o(  c^-- 


'  Election  of  Bepresentatlvefl  and  wbeo 

[    hai   DriBeD   oboot   taf    tiersona   being  a  Ir«ebolder.   our   SoleuiD   AfEmutlaa 

tUB  beeo  illoxed  for  tlie  clearloc  tbe  matter.  Untlll  the  late  ElectLon  a(  a  trtt- 
holder  for  a  rpprespntatlve  tor  the  Said  Ooontj  w&en  the  High  SberllT  SleSom 
Cooper  did  refime  and  deny  ub  and  Severall  more  of  oar  frieoda  to  glTe  our  tMm 

for  LewlH  Morris  one  of  the  Candidate*  -'  "--  "-"'  -■--■—  — ' —  ■ — 

■D  oatb  that  wc  werp  Freebolders.  Ibou 

People  preipnt  and  when  we  offered  ot 

rejected,    when    at    tbe   same   time   two  .    . 

Oinilldale  William  Forslet  nere  sdmllted  wllboiit  either  oath  or  affiTmalion  ml 

7ct  uo  belter  linowo  to  be  (reeboiaers  lUen  we  that   wer«  denied,   and  one  o( 

wbo  waa  denied,    was  after  when   the  election   iraH  finished  SnlTered  both  bf  t 

"beflCT  and   Porster  too.  to  Jovqp  In   Ibe  EiecuHoQ  of  the  lodentorei  u  ■  id 


IlOD  UDleM  we  wodU  tib 

well  known 

o  be  Buoh  to  matt  of  tb 

Affirmation  a 

-vordlDS  to  Law  tbac  vu 

elpall  rreeholder^  and  that  wit. 


edKen,   hot   we   nut  betuj   Inellued   to  use  sucb   rlsorouB 
,ppV  -  -"  • -■ •■ ■   ■■■-  — —   " 


er 


bBTe  been   Informed  by  Council  Learned  In  tbe  La*, 

-    — . -- waa  n   denied  oar  vole  may  have  hla   action  opoe  tU 

agalDSt   Ibe  SberKT.    lor   hla    So  violent   Bttem[)t   on  our   Llbertle*  «iid  peM' 

' ~"   "    "   "-■--   •- - '   —     -e  gucb   rlKorouB  meaDs.   Choa*  rather  M 

—   —    Kings   Kepresentatlvefl.  hoping  (boo  «JII 

.u..  ^uuuii:ua..v.T7  >uvu  arbltfurx  proceedlbga,  bol  be  plea?^ed  to  ffrant  onr  reqmC 
o  dUebarte  Ibe  asid  Nlebolas  Cootier  from  hla  oIQce  of  High  Sheriff  awl  tberete 
llfconrage  Bucb  proceedlnga  for  the  future;  that  we  with  all  other  our  Mm* 
ni.v  fnim  henceforth  EeJot  all  our  Lawfull  UbertleB  an4  prlvfledfiea  QnlMlr  til 
eeabl*  and  Not  be  deprived  thereof  by  any  partial  Maglitrates  or  oOcen,  Sdr 
any  toreed  or  Strained  coDatmclIon  of  Law  contrary  to  tbe  ao  Ions  ±  conitaot 
;iice  of  tbe  Qovernoura  and  MaslatratCB  of  tbla  Province,  and  manlfeat  lattlt 


of  tbe  Law-makera  Bnt   beside*  l_. . 

"  ■       B  the  ElEbtb  y 

AffltmatluD    therein  ^reBcriDeo.    wdicd   we    coamn 

thin  Province  and  ttaouib  Soot 

e  been  of  opinion  that  It  does  not  extend  to  us.  yet  It  Is  manlfeal  tbil 
It  was  toe  Intent  of  tbs  Lewtnnkers  that  It  should  for  our  lale  Govemaur  llMi' 
gomerie  told  Doctor  John  Rodman  &  Edward  Barling  tbnt  be  waa  a  PurlUni'Ot 
man  at  tbe  time  when  that  act  waa  made,  and  helpt  promote  It  and  tbal  ti  ™ 
Intended  for  all  tbe  people  called  Quakera  In  the  King'  dominions  and  tbil  lU 
abould  have  the  benetlt  of  It  etc.  and  further  Said  that  If  any  HaglMraiM  ot 
cfflcer  denied  It  to  any  of  dot  friends  let  blm  hot  know  It  and  be  would  puia 
blm  for  It. 

We  are  tby  friends  imd  Well  witbeta, 

Richard    ComweU. 

18  December  1733.    Read  &  referred. 

—  Doc.  Bin.  N.  Y.  ToL  111.  pp.  SIO,  01 

Eefokt  on  the  Complaist  of  Qdakeks  fob  Not  Behio  Al- 
lowed TO  Vote.     (1733) 


Preaent  —  Ur.  Harrlaon  Ur.  Delancey  Ur.  Canrtlandt  Ur.  Lane  Ur.  Horamiatt*. 

May  It  pleaie  yoar  Eicellency;     In  Obedience  to  Yoar  Bzcellmcy's  Order  li 

Council  of  tbe  ISth  December  Inatant  referring  to  na  the  Oonalderatlon  cf  tha 

Uatten  of  Complaint  mentioned  In  tbe  petition  of  Richard  Cornwell  *  SUnMi 
Falmct  In  behalf  of  themielvea  &  others  of  the  people  called  Qaak«ta  aplMt 
Kleholaa  Cooper  Eaq,  High  Sherlir  of  the  Connty  of  Weat  Cheater  4  aet  forth  !■ 
the  minutes  of  ConnclU  of  that  day  to  which  We  beg  leave  to  refer  Wa  hnrtaf 
heard  A  examined  both  partya  aa  well  In  defence  aa  In  JuatlQcatlOB  of  tha  Nit 
ftbtter  of  Complaint  Do  humbly  report  to  your  Eicelleney. 

That  B>  to  tbe  ShetlCta  refnalng  the  Complainants  their  votea  at  the  lata  Wtctla* 
tor  a  BepreaentatlTe  tor  tbe  Connty  of  Weat  Chester  or  their  afltrmatliw  «t  (Mr 
balnt  freeholders  In  the  Said  Connty  We  find  that  the  ComplalBMtta  havtai  iC«it 
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irtr  TotM  for  Leirto  Morris  Bsq.,  one  of  the  Candidates  at  that  Blectlon  were 
lallcnced  by  WUlUun  fforater  the  other  Candidate  who  required  the  Sheriff  to 
to  the  Complainants  the  oath  of  ffreehold  That  the  Complainants  conceiring 
as  being  of  the  people  called  Qaakera  entitled  to  the  Liberty  &  prlyi- 
%e  of  giTing  their  affirmation  instead  of  an  oath  refused  to  take  the  Oath  re- 
Init  offered  their  affirmation  of  their  being  freeholders  that  thereupon  tho 
told  the  Complainants  he  could  not  admit  them  to  poll  unless  they  would 
Iks  oath  of  ffreehold  as  directed  by  act  of  assembly  which  by  the  other  Candidato 
I  was  required  to  administer;  That  the  Complainants  having  refused  to  take  Such 
Ih  tho  Sheriff  refused  their  votes. 

MB  to  the  Sheriffs  having  taken  the  Votes  of  others  of  the  people  called 
who  voted  for  Forster  without  having  taken  their  oath  or  affirmation  We 
id  that  they  not  having  been  Challenged  nor  their  ffreeholds  questioned  wero 
Bitted  by  the  Sheriff  to  give  their  Votes  at  Said  Election. 

Ihat  the  Sheriff  tendered  the  Oath  of  ffreehold  to  none  of  the  people  called 
inkers  but  what  was  Challenged  &  when  required  thereto  &■  refused  to  none  of 
OB  their  Votes  if  not  Challenged. 

Upon  the  whole  and  after  a  full  hearing  the  petitioners  having  waived  a  farther 
csLmination  into  the  particulars  of  their  Complaint  Except  what  related  to  their 
{ht  to  Vote,  if  regularly  Challenged  to  their  ffreehold,  upon  their  affirmation  only 
tthont  regard  had  to  the  oath  directed  by  Act  of  General  Assembly  In  each 
ipectlTe  City  &  County  within  this  province,  And  the  Sheriff  justifying  his  Con- 
Kt  at  the  Election  before  mentioned  by  the  words  of  Said  Act  which  we  appre- 
nd  to  be  Matter  of  Law  We  humbly  recommend  to  your  Excellency  to  refer  tho 
lid  petition  &  said  Sheriffs  justification  to  his  Matles  Attorney  Generall  for  his 
KbIob  thereon. 

This  may  it  please  Tour  Excellency  is   what  the  Committee   find   upon  their 
nmlnatlon  of,  and  Inquiry  into,  the  allegations  or  Matters  of  Complaint  in  tho 
impHsL  petition  set  forth  all  which  is  humbly  Submitted  to  your  Excellency. 
Mj  yovr  Xzcellencys  most  obedient  humble  Servants, 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

Henry  Lano. 
—  Doc  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  ill.  pp.  611,  611. 


Kbv.  Michael  Christiait  Knoll  at  Quassaick,  Etc. 

In  the  year  1733  the  Minister  Michael  Christian  Knoll  upon  his  Vocation  to 
md  here  in  New  Tork  and  at  Hakkinsack,  and  at  Quassalk  Creek,  and  at  tho 
eapons  Criek,  he  served  that  Year  and  every  year,  according  to  his  Vocation  at 
laissaik,  twice,  receiving  a  Year  thirty  Cnepels  of  Wheat  some  of  the  last 
;ars  being  unpaid. 

—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  ilL  p.  864. 

r33,  May  3/12.     Chuhch  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  ow. 

Amsterdam.     (Not  found.) 

Governor  Cosby  to  the  Duke  op  Newcastle. 

Burlington,  May  3rd.  1733. 

My  Lord,  On  my  arrival  at  New  York  I  found  Mr.  Lewis  Morris  Chief  JuBtlce, 
r.  James  Delancy  Second  Judge,  and  Mr.  Frederick  Phillips  the  third  Judge  of 
s  Supreme  Court  of  that  Province;  the  two  last  Men  of  good  Characters  both,  so 

their  understanding  and  integrity,  but  the  Chief  Justice  a  Man  under  a  general 
ilike,  not  only  for  his  want  of  probity,  but  for  his  delay  of  Justice,  his  excessive 
Ido  and  his  oppression  of  the  people.    These  things,  My  Lord,  I  have  been  obliged 

hear,  without  the  mention  of  any  one  virtue  in  his  behalf.  I  have  often  ez- 
etcd  that  he  would  come  to  me,  as  others  before  him  thought  it  their  duty  to 
rmor  Ck>vemours,  from  whence  I  might  have  an  opportunity  to  tell  him  of  these 
mplalBts;  bnt  whether  it  l>e  owing  to  his  pride,  his  folly,  or  some  unaccountable 
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hnmoar,  ht  ku  Mt  b^m.  oae*  to  Tlilt  im  iIbm  I  hsf* 

toMon  to  think,  that  anj  ftdmonltloB  would  haTt  tht  leaat  oflwfc 

would,  thlnga  uro  comt  to  that  paaa,  that  I  can  ao  loiigir  mCv  fete  to  rilt 

that  Bench.    I  will  point  out  a  f«w  of  hla  faulti.  and  giro  as  iHilBnei  W 

•ach,  that  your  Grace  may  aee  I  do  not  dlairlaeo  without  foanm.    Aad: 

Flrat,  of  his  partiality.    Some  yeara  ago  .the  dlaaentim  of  ffea  pncIA  ed 
In  this  proTlnce  brought  an  Ejectment  against  the  Chureh  IflnfaNwi  fir  the 
he  preached  In  and  was  poeeeesed  of;  when  the  Tryal  ease  on*  tba 
Council  demured  to  the  PlalntUTa  erldence;  Morrla  the  Chief  Jiintiee 
to  ware  the  demurer,  telling  them  that  If  the  Juiy  fOund  for  the  Plalailff  he 
grant  the  Defendanta  a  new  Tryal;  the  Defendanta*  OooncU 
to  do  It,  but  howerer  knowing  the  Man  and  fearing  the  wont  tnm  Um, 
refueed,  they  did  coneent,  and  the  Jury  fOund  fOr  the  PlalatiC;  tba 
Council  mored  the  next  term  (before  Judgement)  fOr  a  new  Tvyan*  and 
promise;  he  denied  at  flret  that  he  gavo  any,  but  when  they  otttavd  te 
of  It,  he  said  a  rash  promise  ought  not  to  be  kept,  and  neror  wooU  gnat 
new  TryaU;  whereby  they  lost  their  Church,  and  the  DIsaenteen  have 
had  It;  Ita  talked  and  beUered  to,  that  he  waa  bribed  to  It,  hut  an  X  have  hsi 
proof  offered  me^  I  haTO  made  no  Inquiry  about  It;  hla  partlaUty 


—  CeL  Hlat  N.  T.  ToL  tr.  pp.  11%  ML 


Dutch  Ohubch  ov  STxw  Yobx. 
Hanor  of  Fordhanu 

Kew  Yoik^  May  38,  ITU. 

The  Consistory  exacted  the  following  concerning  the  Uanor  d 
Fordbam. 

1.  The  persons  authorized  on  Ang.  4^  1732^  viz.,  Jeronymoi 
Bemseny  John  Soosevelt,  Abmu  Van  Wyck  and  G^rardus  Beeb 
man,  shall  immediately  summon  Johannes  Vermilye  before  them, 
and  claim  satisfaction  for  his  not  fulfilling  his  contract  to  build 
a  house;  and  demand  back  the  land  which  he  has  taken  from  the 
Church,  or  otherwise  it  will  be  exacted  by  law;  likewise  to  see  if 
good  witnesses  can  be  found  that  he  has  taken  wood  from  the 
Hanor,  to  enclose  his  own  land. 

2.  They  shall  say  to  Hendrick  Michielse,  that  for  the  land  he 
has  taken  on  the  Manor,  he  shall  pay  yearly,  40  shillings,  New 
York  currency,  and  sign  a  writing  therefor,  or  else  give  it  up;  and 
in  that  case,  the  authorized  persons  may  lease  it,  as  they  best  caxi| 
to  Benjamin  Corsse. 

3.  They  shall  require  Reier  Michielse  immediately  to  give  op 
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the  land  wliich  he  or  his  father  has  taken^  and  set  his  fence  upon 
the  ri^ht  line^  or  else  it  shall  be  exacted  b;;^  law  without  delay. 
The  land  thus  obtained  thej  shall  also  lease^  as  best  the^  can,  to 
Benjamin  Corsse.  j 

4.  They  are  also  authorized,  at  the  expense  of  the  Church,  to 
pot  a  good  fence  opi)osite  De  Lancj's  mill,  up  to  the  fences  of  the 
leased  farms  on  the  Manor. 

6.  They  shall  say  expressly  to  Peter  Valentyn  that  he  shall 
take  knowledge  of  all  harm  done  on  the  Manor,  and  at^once  report 
the  same  to  Mr.  G.  Beekman,  director  of  the  Manor,  or  to  the 
Consistory,  and  especially  with  reference  to  the  new  fence  ordered 
to  be  made;  with  the  proviso  that,  if  Peter  Valentyn  neglects  this^ 
and  80  injury  is  done  to  the  M^nor,  he  shall  immediately  be  re* 
moyed  from  his  f amu  He  shall  also  sign  a  writing  to  this  effect^ 
to  submit  to  the  orders  of  the  authorized  persons,  or  forfeit  his 
longer  continuance  on  the  f  arm^ 

6.  Since  something  has  been  taken  from  the  farm  of  Hendrick 
Brayn,  and  added  to  that  of  Benjamin  Corsse,  the  authorized  per- 
sons shall,  as  they  find  best^  allow  an  abatement  of  rent  to  Hen- 
drick Bruyn,  and  agree  upon  an  increase  of  rent  with  Benjamin 
Corsse. 

7.  The  Consistory  approved  of  the  laying  out  of  forty  acres, 
according  to  the  map^  and  accompanying  explanation  made  bj^ 
Abrm.  Van  Wyck,  May  24,  1733,  and  grants  a  deed  of  the  same 
to  John  Orchard,  to  satisfy  his  claim,  founded  upon  a  written 
promise  of  Steenwyck,  to  give  him,  as  son-in-law,  a  home-lot  on 
the  Manor  of  Fordham;  provided  that  John  Orchard,  on  receiving 
the  deed,  will  give  a  receipt  in  full  to  the  Consistory;  and  in  order 
to  conceal  all  claim  upon  the  Manor,  every  written  obligation 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  Consistory. 

Thus  done  in  our  Consistory  meeting,  unanimously,  on  the  date 
above  given.    wWitness  in  name,  etc. 

Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  Praeses. 
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Dutch  Oeuboh  ov  Hbw  YosXm 

Portlier  Statement  of  the  Bev.  CcmsiBtoxT'B  MiMion  to  Ber. 
van  Wagenen  for  the  aforesaid  Offioea.    Jima  U^  ITU^. 

Bint:    Tour  •ehool  is  to  be  kept  In  tills  waj: 

1.  In  smnmer  from  8  to  U  A.  IC  ead  from  1  to  4  P.  IL    Ift  wlatH;  ffeMi  %B\ 
UM,  A.  M.;  end  from  1  to  4  P.  M. 

%  On  FeetlTal-deye,  you  will,  m  hsiiaI,  be  free*  but  ooly  with 
eoneent.    Alio  on  Friday  fbrenoon  when  the  Proof •piedlkmtSe  to  hiU  to  tht 
Chnreh;  end  eceordlng  to  eostom,  on  Wednesday  and  Satorday  ■ftsneoM 

a  Tonr  school  Is  to  begin  and  end  with  prayer  and  singing.    On  Wi 
morning*  when  there  Is  catechising  In  the  Old  Chnreh,  yoa  mnat  tabs  the 
dilldren  there,  and  keep  them  and  the  otiiers  In  order  till  the  eateehtotag 
mnst  listen  to  the  Questions^- etc..  In  the  Chnreh,  and  on  the  foUowtag 
morning,  catechise  your  children  to  school,  as  to  their  profldency  to  tht 
treated  on  the  preceding  day. 

4.  Yon  wlU  also  see  to  It  that  on  Satnrday  forenoon,  the  sehool-AUdtta,  Mk 
beys  and  girls,  recite,  so  far  as  possible^  to  tnm,  the  "  Lord's  Day  "*  af  ttt 
Oatechlsm  which  Is  next  to  be  preached  npon,  so  that  they  nay  property  rsdtittt 
same  to  the  Old  Chnreh  and  the  New. 

E  In  yonr  school,  •  only  edlfjrlng  and  approTed  orthodox  books  ahall  be  wti, 
aceordlng  to  the  order  of  the  Consistory. 

0.  At  least  four  times  to  the  year  yon  shall  hare  a  fermal  ersmlMtlna  Is  111 
presence  ct  the  Consistory,  or  a  Committee  thereof. 

Secondly:    As  to  the  children  of  the  poor: 

They  mnst  be  seren  years  old  or  oyer.    When  persons  apply  to  yon  to  hgft  W^. 
children  tanght  at  the  expense  of  the  Chnreh,  yon  are  to  take  their  nams^  asl  tti 
names  of  the  children,  and  their  ages,  and  say  that  yon  will  notify  the  CoMHtolb 
and  answer  as  they  shall  direct.    Then  yon  will  dellrer  the  list  to  the  Prstm  te 
the  time,  who  will  subsequently  Inform  yon  of  the  decision  of  the  Conslstoiy. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  Consistory  shall  pay  yon  the  schoolmoney,  as  first  lateiM 
for  twelve  children;  then,  if  more  are  allowed,  yon  will  be  paid  In  proportka  pi^ 
Tided  that  yon  set  none  of  the  children  of  the  poor,  to  writing  or  cyphering;  witt> 
out  the  consent  of  one  of  the  ministers. 

Bnt  If  yon  take  in  any  children,  without  the  consent  of  the  Conalstory,  tiiat  It  tt 
stand  on  yonr  own  account. 

Every  quarter  you  will  deliver  to  the  Consistory  or  to  the  Deacons,  a  coBfltlt 
list  of  the  children  of  the  poor,  with  the  names  of  their  parents,  and  what  mk 
one  learns,  whether  reading,  writing  or  cyphering,  with  a  precise  bill,  and  tfcas 
make  a  proper  show  for  yonr  payment. 

If  any  children  are  absent,  yon  are  to  inquire  if  It  la  with  the  knowledge  «f 
their  parents,  so  that  the  matter  may  be  attended  to,  as  is  needful.  And  wbca 
poor  children  are  absent,  without  good  reasons,  if  their  parents  do  not  apply  a 
remedy,  yon  are  to  notify  the  Consistory;  and  you  are  to  call  npon  them  to  say 
dispute  which  may  arise  about  your  school,  or  your  other  duties,  and  when  Beect> 
aary,  give  notices  thereof  to  one  of  the  ministers. 

Thirdly:    As  to  the  Baptisms: 

1.  No  illegitimate  child,  and  none  whose  legitimacy  is  doubtful,  shall  be  admlttsi 
to  baptism;  nor  shall  any,  without  the  regular  witnesses.  When  yon  experleaei 
any  difficulty  to  this  or  other  matters,  you  will  delay  action,  and  at  a  convealcat 
time,  seek  instruction  from  one  of  the  ministers;  and  when  It  la  neceassry,  obtste 
an  order  from  the  Conalstory;  and  thus  do  your  utmost  to  maintain  Holy  Hsptiwi 
In  an  edifying  manner  among  us,  according  to  our  Church-Order. 

2.  In  order  to  Baptism,  the  names  of  the  Father  and  Mother  mnst  be  stotsd, 
with  those  of  the  child  or  children,  and  of  the  witnesses:  the  women,  by  their  owe 
mumameB,  stating  whether  they  are  wtvea  or  widows;  and  If  the  totter,  o< 
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U  ftB7  of  tbeM  iMirtlealAn  la  lacking  in  the  first  proposal,  jon  ara  to  complete  tha 
■tfttement  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

X   Ton  are  to  repair  to  the  Praeses  at  the  time,  erery  Monday  morning,  or  when 
t  may  be  conyenlent  to  him,  and  report  those  who  are  recorded  in  >  the  Baptismal 


Tour  aalary,  as  Foreslnger,  is  to  commence  from  the  15th  of  May  last,  and  as 
■dMMlmaater  from  the  15th  of  Jane. 

Finally,  the  Oonsistory  reserves  to  itself  the  Christian  liberty,  to  make  firom 
to  time,  alterations  or  limitations  In  this  "  Further  Statement  "»  whether  In 
whole,  or  in  any  one  of  its  Articles,  particularly  for  explanation  or  improTO> 
as  experience  shall  suggest;  — as  the  Commission  also  stated. 
Tha  ^ffiginal  hereof  is  given  to  you,  and  you  are  also  to  sign  it. 
Thoa  done  in  onr  meeting  at  New  Tork,  June  18,  1788. 

Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  Praeaea. 

Tha  Foregoing  Commiaalon  and  ttiis  Further  explanation  by  the  Ber.  Consistory* 
tf  whldi  the  original  waa  giyen  me^  I  undertake,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  witli 


Oerrit  van  Wagenen. 
law  York,  June  20^  1738. 

Lib.  A.  287-8001 

Dutch  Chuboh  of  New  Yobx* 
Manor  of  FordhanL 

New  York,  July  18,  1733. 

There  was  delivered  to  the  Consistory  a  writing,  signed  and 

iealedy  hy  John  Orchard,  that  he  was  satisfied  for  his  claim  of 

forty  acres  for  a  home  lot  on  the  Manor,  and  renoimced,  f orever, 

iny  farther  right  on  the  Manor.     His  request  was  granted  for  a 

copy  of  the  above  mentioned  writing,  certified  by  the  President 

at  the  time.     That  was  done  upon  the  order  of  the  Consistory, 

with  this  underwritten:     **  The  above  is  recognized  as  a  true  copy, 

in  our  Consistory  Meeting  at  New  York,  Julj  18, 1733.     Witness 

in  the  name,  etc. 

Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  Praeses. 

Further,  the  request  of  John  Orchard  to  have  in  writing  the 
approval  of  the  Consistory  respecting  the  land  laid  out  for  him 
by  Mr.  Abrm.  Van  Wyck  is  thus  satisfied:  That  this  land,  thus 
laid  out  and  described  in  writing  is  entirely  according  to  the  order 
of  the  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Bef  ormed  Congregation,  and  ap- 
ployed  in  their  Consistory  Meeting  at  New  York,  July  18,  1788t: 

Witness  in  name,  etc. 

Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  Praeses. 
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Dutch  Ohtjech  of  Nbw  Tobk. 

Appointment  by  the  Rey.  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  New  Toil 
of  Mr.  Jan  van  Amhelm,  as  Foreslnfer,  etc.,  In  the  New  Church  (Cedir  it) 
July  80.  1783. 

Inasmuch  as,  on  the  12th  day  of  October,  1780,  the  Rev.  Consistory  appointed 
Mr.  Jan  van  Amheim,  Clerk  and  Foreslnger  In  the  New  Church  (Cedar  st),  whiek 
service  he  actually  began  on  the  6th  of  December  following;  and  on  the  2IKh  diy 
of  December,  1731,  a  yearly  salary  was,  allowed  him  for  his  faithful  service;  ui 
finally,  on  March  21,  1733,  it  was  determined  that  Mr.  Gerrit  van  Wagenen,  callei 
to  be  Clerk,  etc.,  in  the  Old  Church,  (Garden  st.),  should,  on  undertaking  thoN 
offlceg»  record  the  requests  for  baptism  in  the  Old  (Thurch,  and  Mr.  van  AmheiB 
record  only  those  of  the  New  Church. 

And,  moreover,  since  by  order  of  the  Consistory  on  the  Gth  of  June,  notice  d 
this  was  published  on  June  10th  from  the  pulpits  of  both  churches,  and  a  tonuH 
Acte  concerning  his  services,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  ran  Wagenen;  ail 
therefore  Mr.  van  Amheim  requested  the  Rev.  Consistory  to  give  him  a  like  wHtta 
Acte  for  himself. 

This  being  deemed  reasonable  was  granted  by  the  Consistory  at  their  meetlfli, 
July  10,  1733,  and  Is  as  follows: 

The  Rev.  Consistory  hereby  declares  that  they  have  fully  appointed  you,  Mr.  Jii 
Tan  Arnheim,  to  be  Clerk  and  Foreslnger  for  our  congregation  in  the  New  (3»irck; 
and  that  you  have,  from  the  6th  of  December,  1730,  to  the  present  time,  pc^ 
formed  edifylngly  those  duties  according  to  our  expectation. 

Wherefore,  at  your  own  request,  the  Rev.  Consistory  passes  this  Acte: 

1.  That  you  are  Clerk  and  Foreslnger  in  the  New  (3hurch,  to  render  the  scrrtei 
there  on  all  occasions  of  public  worship  on  Sundays,  or  at  other  appointed  tliMi, 
according  to  the  edifying  custom  of  our  Reformed  Dutch  Church;  and  In  case  of  the 
sickness  or  absence  of  the  minister,  to  read  the  Forms  of  Prayer,  and  a  SersNi, 
from  an  approved,  orthodox  book,  according  to  the  order  fixed  by  the  Conslstocy  li 
such  a  case,  so  as  in  all  things  to  conduct  yourself  to  the  edification  of  the 
congregation. 

2.  You  shall  suitably  record  (the  names  of)  all  who  are  to  be  baptised  la  the 
New  Church,  in  this  manner: 

(1)  No  illegitimate  child,  nor  any  whose  legitimacy  is  doubtful,  shall  be  reeelred 
by  you;  nor  any  others,  without  the  required  witnesses  to  the  Baptism.  In  ctiee 
where  this  occasions  you  any  difficulty,  you  will  delay  action,  and  at  a  convenient 
time,  notify  one  of  the  ministers,  and  seek  direction;  and  when  It  Is  neceaniy. 
receive  orders  from  the  Rev.  Consistory;  and  so  do  your  best  to  maintain  amoni 
us  the  Holy  Baptism  in  an  edifying  way,  according  to  our  Church-Order. 

(2)  The  names  of  the  Father,  Mother,  and  the  child  or  children  who  are  to  be 
baptized,  and  of  the  witnesses,  must  be  recorded  in  full;  the  women  by  their  names 
and  surnames,  and  also  whether  they  are  wives  or  widows,  and  If  so,  of  whon. 
And  If  any  of  these  facts  Is  lacking  in  the  first  statement,  you  are  to  supply  the 
deficiency  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

(3)  You  are  to  report  to  the  Praeses  for  the  time  being,  every  Monday  mominf, 
or  whenever  It  may  be  most  convenient  to  him,  all  the  names,  which  shall  then  be 
recorded  In  the  Baptismal  Book. 

So  it  remains,  that 

1.  That  your  yearly  salary  as  Clerk  and  Foreslnger,  shall  be  —  as  the  Constttory 
has  hitherto  allowed  and  paid  you  during  your  faithful  service  in  the  Old  Oinrch 
from  year  to  year  —  twelve  pounds  ten  shillings.  New  York  money. 

2.  Besides,  you  may  receive  for  recording  each  person  baptised  In  the  New 
Church,  at  least  a  half-quarter,  and  as  much  more  as  any  so  disposed  may  give  jm. 

Finally,  the  Rev.  Consistory  reserves  to  Itself  the  Christian  freedom  to  make, 
If  necessary,  any  explanation  or  improvement  of  this  Acte,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Congregation.  The  original  of  this  is  given  to  you  that  you  may  subscribe  to  the 
proper  performance  of  all. 

Thus  done  In  New  York,  July  80,  1738. 

Eenricus  Boe^  p.  t.  Praeief. 
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Tlw  foregoing  Acte,  of  which  the  origloal  ie  given  to  me,  I,  In  the  fear  of  the 
Lotd,  nndertake  to  perform,  with  thankoglylng  to  th«  Bey.  Consletorj. 

Jan  yan  Aemem. 
Xtw  York, 

Angnat  27th,  1788. 

Dutch  Chubch  of  New  Yoke. 
Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  Aug.  21,  1738. 

The  persons  authorized  to  direct  the  Manor,  gave  answer  upon 
the  foregoing  Act  of  May  28,  1733,  and  the  Consistory  approved 
their  doings  thus  far. 

Ab  to  what  concerns  Hendrick  and  Beier  Michiel,  this  could 
not  be  carried  out,  but  would  be  attempted  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity. Also,  as  Mr.  Bruyn  was  dead,  they  would  agree  with  his 
widow  or  son  about  the  rent,  as  soon  as  Mr.  Beekman  went  to  the 
Manor. 

It  is  also  reported,  that  there  is  not  wood  enough  to  make  the 
foQce  ordered  on  the  Manor.  Therefore,  Besolved  to  postpone 
tliis  until  a  future  occasion. 

1788,  Aug.  26.  Bey.  J.  T.  Frellnghujaen  to  the  Complalnanta.  Copj  aent  to 
daaala  of  Amaterdam,  bat  not  found,  xl.  157.  Bztracta,  Vol.  xxU.  277-281.  (Set 
aader  date,  1734.) 

ixn;  Sept.  27.  Complalnanta  to  Rey.  Frellnghnysen.  Copj  aent  to  the  Claaala 
«f  Amatardam,  bat  not  foand.  xL  167.  Extracta,  xxU.  277-281.  (Bet  under  dattb 
1784.) 

Cuu3sis  OF  Amstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Ministers  of  New  York,  October 

5,  1733.     xxix.  124.     No.  27. 

Bey.,  Learned  and  Godly  Gentlemen  and  Beloyed  Brethren  In  Jesaa  Christ  oar 
Lord:— 

Toar  yery  agreeable  and  lengthy  letter  of  8/12  May,  178S,  we  safely  recelyed. 
We  also  read  It,  with  all  the  documents  enclosed,  being  extracts  from  letters  and 
other  iMipera.  We  especially  thank  yon  for  the  accnrate  and  straightforward  ac- 
coants  contained  in  your  communications.  Thereby  we  are  fully  conyinced  of  tht 
trouble  yon  haye  taken,  and  the  zeal  you  have  manifested  for  the  order  and  peace 
af  the  cfaurch  in  your  regions.  We  hope  that  God  will  glye  his  fayor  to  your  holy 
porpoaea,  and  establish  the  work  of  your  hands  In  these  efforts;  yea,  may  he 
abnndantly  reward  you  for  your  labor  of  loye,  which  you  haye  shown  toward  hia 
koly  Name.    In  all  thlnga  that  you  haye  done  we  recognlae  new  proofk  of  yoor 

40 
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fidelity  to  M,  long  tried  as  It  is,  as  well  as  jout  readiness  to  maintain  naliroke» 
correspondence  with  us  whlcb  Is  most  pralseworthj  In  yon.  All  this  Is  Cffdcil 
from  the  fact  that  you  haye  frankly  told  us  all  that  has  happened  and  of  thr 
progress  made  by  you  towards  these  ends,  namely,  to  obtain  submission  to  so 
decisions,  and  acceptance  of  our  advice  on  all  difficult  questions.  Yon  havt  ali» 
promised  to  labor  to  get  all  the  churches  to  correspond  with  us,  so  that  duneb 
government  may  be  more  uniformly  conducted.  You  have  even  induced  the  Bet. 
godly  and  learned  Qeorge  William  Manclus,  pastor  at  Kingston,  to  offer  U 
correspond  with  us,  and  which  offer  we  have  accepted.  You  may  expect,  Esf. 
Brethren,  always  to  find  in  us  a  readiness  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  make  osr 
correspondence  useful  to  you,  and  we  hope  that  it  may  long  continue  nnbrolUB. 

You  speak  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  which  are  sent  over  for  the  use  of  yoir 
own  and  the  other  churches;  that  they  should  be  distributed  with  prudence,  si 
that  evil  minded  persons  may  not  make  a  wrong  use  of  them.  We  entrust  it  ti 
your  discretion  and  fidelity,  to  extend  the  use  of  these  Minutes  only  so  fiir,  as  yoi 
deem  will  be  for  the  best^  interest  of  your  own  church,  and  the  other  churches,  sad 
will  most  surely  accomplish  the  object  of  our  correspondence.  We  will  be  guidfd^ 
hereafter  by  your  wishes  In  regard  to  the  address,  so  as  the  better  to  protect  j«t 
from  all  suspicion.  We  can  the  better  do  this  without  exciting  the  prejudice  ti 
even  your  own  Consistory,  since  in  the  letter  under  the  signatures  of  yon  all,  tkcf 
appear  to  have  full  confidence  in  all  your  acts. 

As  regards  your  principal  request,  dear  Brethren,  as  to  the  character  of  tir 
reply  you  should  make  to  the  letter  of  the  Very  Rev.  Mr.  Ostade,  In  the  nan* 
of  the  Highly  Rev.  Deputies  of  the  Synod  of  South  and  North  Holland,  sent  ts 
you  and  the  other  members  of  the  Dutch  Church  at  New  York,  (we  answer): 

The  Rev.  Classls  has  the  best  of  reasons  to  give  you  and  your  Consistory  ftall 
liberty  to  act  according  to  your  own  preferences  and  judgment.  But  as  m^ 
Intimated  above,  we  will,  on  our  part,  strictly  carry  on  the  correspondence,  aid 
maintain  it  according  to  all  its  articles.  We  have  also  perfect  confidence  in  yos, 
that  you  will  never  do  or  permit  anything,  which  in  your  judgment  would  fldli- 
tate  against  the  Correspondence  on  either  side.  So  far  as  we  understand  the 
Intentions  in  the  letter  of  the  Deputies  of  Synod  and  of  the  Olerk,  the  request  ii^ 
not  to  maintain  a  regular  correspondence  with  their  High  Bererencen,  but  ts 
give  special  information  in  this  particular  case,  so  that  the  condition  of  the 
churches  in  Pennsylvania  may  be  exactly  known.  Neither  do  we  think  thtt 
anything  Is  sought  or  required  of  you  or  the  Consistory  of  New  York  whldi  Is 
beyond  your  power.  Bach  knows  best  the  constitution  of  his  own  church  aid 
does  well  to  regulate  himself  thereby.  You,  having  determined  to  conimnnicftte 
to  us,  to  whom  you  are  immediately  subordinate,  according  to  yonr  own  state- 
ment, information  about  the  state  of  the  churches  in  Pennsylvania,  which  yos 
receive  from  others;  so,  we  assure  you,  we  will  communicate  the  same  to  the 
Synod  of  North  Holland,  even  as  we  shall  make  use  of  what  la  contained  In  the 
accompanying  extracts  from  the  letters  of  Captain  Lamorence  (Lawrencel),  Be?. 
Bohm  and  others. 

The  care  of  the  churches  of  Pennsylvania,  Rev.  Sirs,  was  not  referred  to 
Heydelberg;  but  the  object  was  to  seek  there  an  able  man,  who  could  serve  the 
German  churches,  and  also  learn,  from  close  observation,  the  character  of  the 
church  organization  of  the  German  Palatinate  churches.  But  all  this,  is  as  yet, 
only  an  idea  of  Synod,  and  still  far  from  execution.  In  regard  to  the  latter 
part  of  the  object  of  this  mission,  the  more  distinct  and  accurate  the  reports 
which  Synod  receives  concerning  those  churches,  the  less  necessity  win  there 
be  for  such  a  mission.  One  thing  among  others  which  has  given  Synod  occa- 
sion to  entertain  such  an  idea,  is,  that  the  sending  of  the  German  ministers  to 
Pennsylvania,  has  heretofore  taken  place  directly  from  the  Palatinate,  and 
through  the  Consistory  of  Heydelberg. 

That  you  were  able  to  give  us  so  much  commendation  concerning  Bev.  Boehsi, 
la  a  source  of  much  pleasure  to  us,  especially  because  the  accounts  heretofore 
received,  somewhat  indirectly,  were  not  so  favorable  respecting  his  conduct  As 
our  tried  friends,  we  depend  upon  your  statements,  for  you  are  men  of  troth 
and  trust.  In  all  things,  even  when  they  relate  to  the  advantage  or  dlssd- 
Tantage  of  ministers,  yon  consider  first,  the  edification  of  the  chnrchesL    There- 
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'  are  lonT  on  bie  tccoant  that,  owing  to  the  dlyiBlons  In  his  congregatloBi, 
»6sible  that  such  complaints  shonld  be  concocted  and  receiyed. 
Key.  Classia  will  seriously  ponder  your  request  concerning  the  reconclU^ 
Bey.  Peter  Van  Driessen,  with  the  Key.  Vas  and  the  delegates  from  Elingi^ 
yerything  which  yoo  haye  proposed,  decided  and  accomplished  in  thii 
I  approyed,  and  hearty  thanks  are  offered  yoo  for  the  broad  dedoctioiui 
fou  make  of  all  that  has  occurred,  and  for  all  the  trouble  you  haye  takes 

» 

our  last  letter  to  yon,  you  haye  learned  what  has  been  done  in  the  cas« 
i  Van  Driessen.    Surely  you  haye  no  ionger  any  reason  for  taking  umbraga 

misrepresentations  which  haye  been  circulated  about  you  from  other 
■,  aa  if  you  had  done  anything  contrary  to  Church  Order  In  ordaining 
oehm.  We  know,  as  well  as  yourselyes,  that  you  did  nothing  except  by 
ler,  and  therefore  we  only  are  responsible. 

fference  to  the  affairs  in  the  church  of  Bey.  Frielinghuysen,  as  well  as  in 
ee  to  himself  personally,  there  seems  to  be  great  confusion.  We  scarcely 
low  to  begin,  in  seeking  a  decision  in  that  case,  and  keeping  to  truth  and 
nee.  But  about  this  and  other  points  in  your  letter,  we  will  deliberate 
'  and  communicate  results  hereafter. 

Sirs  and  Brethren,  we  commend  your  dear  persons,  families,  and  ministry 
Is  so  important,  to  Ood  and  the  word  of  his  grace.  May  he  keep  yon  and 
in  his  most   holy   keeping,   and   pour   out   upon   you    his  most   pirecioiui 

!■- 

ire,  etc,  etc* 

Leonard   Beels,    Praeses,   etc 
Thomas  Van  Son,  Scrlba.   ate. 

dam,  October  6,  1788. 
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Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

ylassis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Greorge  M.  Weiss,  October  6, 

1733.     xxix.  145. 

rend  Sir :^  Tour  letter  of  August  12th  17S2,  from  CatsUll,  was  safely  re- 

We  were  pleased  that  you  expressed  your  sincere  wish  to  fulfill  all  that 

d  promised  upon  your  return  to  Pennsylyanla,  and  that  you  had  all  the 

•ent  by  the  Olassls.  We  are  also  happy  to  learn  that  these  were  re- 
with  joy.  We  only  wish  that  we  could  haye  seen  better  results;  for  peace 
ret  far  from  being  established.    We  fear  that  all  haye  not  yet  co-operated 

towarda  these  objects;  but  happy  are  they  who  haye  a  good  conscience 
Tence  thereto.  We  notice  that  still  other  confusions  arose  during  your 
i,  by  the  ordination  of  a  candidate.  This  is  truly  a  sad  condition  for 
lurch.  And  then  your  departure  for  Scrokkerry  (Schoharie?)  and  later  for 
1,  In  addition  to  these  other  matters  —  all  those  things  do  not  improye  the 
>n  of  affairs.  For  is  not  the  account  of  the  funds  collected,  yery  confused? 
e  there  not  complaints  oyer  there  that  they  can  get  no  proper  reports, 
i  of  your  absence  and  distance  from  them? 

lope  that  you  may  find  in  your  present  settlement  abundant  blessing,  and 
>d  may  turn  a  fayorable  eye  upon  his  church  in  those  far  distant  regions, 
s  name  may  be  known  and  feared.     May  his  peace  reign  in  the  hearts  of 

ministers,   and  all  professing  Christians.    Then  will  there  be   hope  that 
nay  blossom  out  In  the  congregations.    We  commend  you  to  God  and  the 
»f  his  grace. 
•  name  of  all, 

J.  Bekker,  Dep.  CI.  Amst.  ad  res  Bzteraa. 
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Olassis  07  Amstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Kev.  George  William  Mancius,  Pastor  i 

Kingston^  October  5,  1733.     zxix.  146. 

Bey.  Sir  and  Brother:— Your  letter  of  April  Uth,  1788,  cam*  to  liaiid  ti 
time.    May  these  lines  serve  in  reply. 

It  is  very  agreeable  to  us  to  find  in  yon  such  a  willing  disposition  to 
with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  even  as  do  the  ministers  of  New  York,  and  otfcc' 
brethren  of  those  regions;  and  to  submit  to  its  decisions  In  important  iiiliiM 
ticat  disputes;  and  this  not  only  under  your  present  relations  to  the  choich  il 
Kingston,  but  wherever  you  may  subsequently  be  called.  With  the  lamt  c» 
dlality  with  which  you  offer  it,  do  we  accept  it,  and  recognise  you  as  oaiil 
our  correspondents.  Whenever  you  may  need  our  counsel  and  Judgment  fte  JM^ 
self,  for  your  Consistory,  or  congregation,  we  will  give  our  brotherly  asslstai« 
We  trust  you  will  find  your  Consistory  always  as  ready  to  yield  tbemiclTft  t» 
our  decisions  in  cases  concerning  which  they  may  make  request,  as  we  vOt 
endeavor  to  deal  faithfully  with  you  and  them,  according  to  our  experience. 

Furthermore,   Rev.   Sir,   we  would  kindly  advise  you,  since  yon  were  firrt  Itl  | 
to   make   request   for   this  correspondence   through   the   Bev.    Ministers  la  XfV  j 
York,  who  are  our  confidential  friends,  to  address  yourself  to  them,  stiosld  jft  ^ 
need  any  light  in  ordinary  cases.     For  they,  by  long  experience,  and  aa  «ta- 
terrupted   correspondence   with  the   Bev.    Classis   of  Amsterdam,   are  thorMgUy 
Tersed  with  former  actions  of  Classis. 

We  conclude  with  a  prayerful  wish  that  the  God  of  all  grace  will  poir  fit 
the  most  precious  of  blessings  upon  yourself  and  family,  as  well  as  upoa  ysv 
ministrations;  and  may  He  lead  many,  through  your  labors,  to  know  the  MiM 
of  the  God  of  Truth.  The  Load  grant  to  the  church  under  your  care  peace  til 
grace,  and  unite  us  all  by  one  Spirit  in  one  hope. 

We  sign  ourselves  in  the  name  of  the  Bev.  Classis  of  Amsterdanu 

Your  Brethren, 

Leonard  Beels,  Bcc  Amst.  Praesea 
Thos.  Tan  Lou,  Bcc  Amst.  Soflw. 
Amsterdam,  October  5,  178a 

Petition  of  Consistoby  of  the  Dutch  Chubch  of  Albast 

TO    THE    MaYOB  and   AlDEBMEN^    FOB  THE    00NFIBl£ATI0!Er  Of 

Cebtain  Lands. 

1733,  Oct  6.  The  humble  Petition  of  the  Minister,  Bldert  and  Deacons  of  tbi 
Beformed  Dutch  Church  of  the  city  of  Albany  was  presented  to  this  Board  and 
is  as  follows,  viz: 

To  the  worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Comonalty  of  the  city  of  Albany. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Befonned 
Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  Albany  sheweth.  That  the  predecessors  of  your  wor 
ships*  Petitioners,  continually,  for  many  years  now  last  past,  have  been  as  yoai 
Petitioners  now  are,  quietly  seized  and  possessed  of  their  church  and  ground  thcreM 
belonging  In  the  said  city  of  Albany,  and  also  of  all  that  certain  parcel  of  \ui 
conlmoniy  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Pasture;  adtuate,  lying  til 
being  to  the  southward  of  the  city  of  Albany,  within  the  limits  thereof,  helBl 
limited,  butted  and  bounded  as  in  the  church  charter,  or  Letters  Patent  thcno( 
dated  the  tenth  day  of  August  Annoq.  Domini  one  thonaand  ■eren  hnadred  iii 
twenty,  is  and  are  particularly  mentioned,  sigrtMed  and  described;  and  tim 
of  the  old  highway  from  the  end  of  the 
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■t  of  th%  B€ftTera  Kill,  together  with  the  land  thereunto  belonglBf  and  ap- 
■Etainlng;  scitnate,  lying  and  toeing  to  the  southward  of  the  said  dtj  of  Albanj, 
limltted,  hotted  and  bounded  as  bj  certain  deed  from  jonr  worships' 
IccessorSk  dated  the  twelfth  day  of  December  Anno  Domini  one  thousand 
hundred  and  ninety  nine  is  particularly  mentioned,  expressed  and  described; 
I  your  Petitioners  being  by  the  above  mentioned  charter  or  Letters  patent 
and  created  one  body  corporate  and  politick  In  fact  and  name,  do  there- 
taumbly  pray  that  your  worship  will  be  pleased  for  the  more  assurance  in 
law,  of  the  premises,  to  conform  unto  your  Petitioners  and  their  successors 
ssslgns  forever  the  before  mentioned  and  rented  lands  and  premises  accord- 
to  the  tenor,  purport  and  true  intent  of  the  said  charter,  and  also  to  grant 
your  Petitioners  all  the  certain  parcell  of  ground  or  burying  place  which 
years  past,  and  now,  is  in  the  possession  of  your  Petitioners,  lying  and 
OB  the  south  east  part  of  the  city,  containing  length  on  the  east  side 
rod,  on  the  west  side  twelve  rod  nine  and  a  half  foot,  and  in  breadth  on 
north  by  the  street  nine  rod  and  nine  and  a  half  foot,  and  on  the  south  ten 
aad  two  foot  all  Bynland  measure,  and  your  Worships  Petitioners  as  In  duty 
•hall  erer  pray,  etc. 
AAany,  the  eth  day  of  October,  1738. 

(Signed)  Petr.  Van  DriesMii.    - 

No.  Slen  den. 

In  behalf  of  the  Petitlonert. 

Ihig  Board  having  read  and  considered  of  said  Petition  think  it  reasonable  tw 
',dhtn  good  causes  and  considerations  as  also  for  the  sum  of  five  shillings  to  grant 
cfib  PetKIODera'  prayer. 

W  lesolTcd  that  the  mayor  for  the  time  being  in  behalf  of  the  mayor,  aldermen 
r/lM  comonalty  do  execute  such  deeds  or  writings  as  may  be  sufflclent  to  grant  and 
•  Ciaflrm  onto  the  Petitioners,  their  successors  and  assigns  forever,  what  in  the 
^'Aove  petitioB  is  prayed  for  and  to  cause  the  seal  of  the  city  to  be  thereunto 
'  4ftxed.— Monaell's  Annals  of  Albany,  Vol.  x.  pp.  88,  89,  40. 

New  Yobk  Council  Joubnal. 

1788,  Oct.  81.    William  Cosby,  Governor. 

Assembly  sent  to  Coondl  a  Bill,  entitled,  "An  Act  to  empower  the  Vestry  of  th« 
INrlsh  of  Jamaica  in  Queens  County,  to  dispose  of  sixty  pounds,  now  in  the  hands 
M  the  Church  Wardens  of  said  Parish  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Parish. 
Coondl  Journal,  828.     Bead,  Enacted,  828,  629,  630. 

An  Act  to  Impower  the  Vestry  of  the  Parish  of  Jamaica  in  Queens 
County  to  Dispose  of  Sixty  Pounds  Now  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Church  Wardens  of  the  Said  Parish  for  the  Use  and  Benefit 
of  that  Parish. 

(Passed  November  1,  17S8.) 

WHBBBA8  after  the  Death  of  Ur.  Poyer  Late  Minister  of  the  Parish  of 
Iftmalc*  and  before  the  Induction  of  ICr.  Colgan  the  present  Minister  thereof  there 
was  Bato'd  in  the  Parish  of  Jamaica  Aforesaid  Sixty  pounds  and  Paid  to  tha 
Ckoreli  Wardens  of  Bald  Parish  &  no  Person  Intitled  to  Becelye  the  Said  money 
■■d  It  Lyeing  Useless  to  the  Inhabitants  thereof  &  cannot  be  apply'd  Without  a 
Law  ftr  that  Purpoae  Now  for  the  Enabling  the  Inhabitants  In  that  Case. 

B«  It  aaacted  by  the  Goremour  the  Council  ft  Oenerall  Assembly  and  It  is  hereby 
Baaetcd  by  the  Authority  of  the  Same  that  the  Vestery  of  the  Bald  Parish  of 
Jaaalca  are  hereby  Impowered  to  Beceive  the  Said  money  from  the  Chuich 
Wardcaa  who  are  hereby  Bequired  to  pay  the  Same  to  them  accordingly.  And 
opoa  Sack  pajBMBt  to  the  BMid  Yeaterj  are  hereby  Impowered  li  B«<vo\t«^  \a 
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Apply  ft  to  fncfa  TTm  and  Benneflt  of  the  Said  Pazlah  as  tliej  ar  the  ICajir; 
of  them  shall  think  fltt  &  to  glre  a  Becelt  for  the  Same  to  tho  aald 
Wardens  which  Recelt  to  them  Shall  be  a  good  dp  BnlBcleiit  Discharfe  ftr 
Bald  Slxt7  Ponnds  anything  Hebeln  Contained  to  tho  Oontraiy  Hotwll 
Laws  of  the  Colony  of  New  York.  VoL  11.  p.  827. 

Died  Conveyir^g  the  Mohawi:  Flatts  to  thx  E^nra.    Kor. 

1733.    See  May  28,  1736. 

{Being  tlie  site  of  several  Churches  in  Mohawk  Valley.) 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we  Jacomln,  Asams,  Oldlon. 
Sett,  Whlsaw,  Asaras,  Arras,  Sandras,  Petras,  Aria,  Johanns,  In  behalf  of  tkei 
of  onr  Nation.    Of  the  several  Tribes  of  the  Turtle,  bear  and  wolf  the  NadTC 
Indians  of  the  Mohock  Nation  in  the  County  of  Albany  and  proTlnce  of  New  Ti 
In  America  being  deeply  sensible  of  the  many  benefits  Jc  gradooa  bounties  we ! 
time  to  time  have  recelred  and  do  now  enjoy  under  the  Royal  faTonr  and  pit* 
tectlon  of  his  present  most  Sacred  Majesty  King  George  the  Second,  Have  wUllailf 
and  freely  given,  granted  aliened  and  enfeoffed,  released  and  confirmed,  and  if 
these  presents  do,  give,  grant  alien  and  enfeoffe,  release  and  confirm  unto  kli  nil 
Majesty  King  George  the  Second  his  heirs  successors  and  assigns  all  that  ecltilB 
tract  or  parcel!  of  low  or  meadow  land  commonly  called  the  Mohocks  fiatts  sdtottf 
lying  and  being  near  Fort  Hunter  on  the  south  side  of  the  Mohock's  BlTer  oo  bolk 
sides  a  Creek  called  Tiononderoga  Creek,  and  containing  by  estimation  twdie 
hundred  acres  more  or  less  together  with  two  thousand  acres  of  Wood  or  upliali 
lying  at  the  back  and  extending  the  whole  length  of  the  said  low  or  meadow  lull 
and  all  our  Estate,  Right  title.  Interest,  property  claim  and  demand  theremtOb  to 
hare  and  to  hold  all  and  singular  the  said  meadow  and  woodlands  with  all  nl 
singular  their  appurtenances  and    premises   hereby   granted   or   Intended  to  li 
granted  unto  his  said  Majesty  King  George  the  Second  his  heirs  and  nxama, 
Provided  neyertheless  and  it  is  the  true  Intent  and  meaning  of  these  preseatinl 
upon  the  special  trust  and  confidence  that  we  repose  In  his  said  Majesty  nader  tie 
Great  Seal  of  Great  Brittaln  or  under  his  seal  of  this  Province  shall  not  anf  tloe 
after  the  date  hereof  grant  or  cause  to  be  granted  to  any  Body  publick  person  « 
persons  whatsoever  the  above  mentioned  tract  of  Meadow,  woodlands  and  prenlMt 
or  any  part  thereof  except  it  be  by  the  free  and  voluntary  con^nt  and  further 
confirmation  of  us  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed  or  the  majority  of  ai,  or 
by  the  free  voluntary  consent  and  confirmation  of  the  majority  of  the  surrtnci 
of  us  or  of  our  heirs  or  representatives  under  our  handa  and  seals  first  had  tod 
obtained  in  writing  and  further  that  we  hereby  covenant  and  promise  to  and  wltl 
his  said  Majesty  his  heirs  and  successors  for  ourselves  and  our  heirs  on  the  cob- 
slderation  aforesaid  that  we  nor  our  heirs  shall  not  or  will  not  at  any  time  hen- 
after  from  the  date  of  these  presents  convey  or  alien  the  abovementioned  premiiet 
or  any  part  thereof  unto  any  body  politick  person  or  persons  whataoever  except  It 
be  by  such  consent  or  confirmation  in  writing  unto  his  said  Majesty  or  his  lawful 
representative  as  aforesaid  In  Witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands 
and  seals  this  fourth  day  of  November  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  Reign  of  onr 
said  Soveralgn   Lord  George  the   Second  by   the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain 
France  and  Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  faith  etc.     Anno  Dni  1733.     [Nov.  4] 
Jacomln,  Asarus,         '  Gldlon,  Cornelius, 

Sett,  Whisawt  Asarus  Erraa, 

Sander,  Petrus,  Aria,  Johanna, 

Johanna. 

NOTE. —  By  the  charter  granted  by  Gov.  Dongan  to  Albany  In  leSfi,  that  dty 
obtained  the  right  to  purchase  one  thousand  acres  of  land  from  the  Indians  at 
what  is  now  Fort  Hunter,  and  a  committee  was  shortly  after  sent  to  view  tb« 
lands.  On  the  12th  October,  1730,  the  city  took  from  the  Mohawk  Indiana  of  tbe 
Lower  Castle,  a  deed  to  hold  the  lands  In  trust  for  them  so  long  as  they  should  be 
settled  thereon,  with  remainder  to  t,\i«  <iV\.y.   *l^Ai^  ^««^  ^q^uMti^^  Va  ^ocsesslon  of 
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.  Jobs  D«pejfter,  th*  Mayor,  until  12  September,  1738,  when  It  was  delivered 
QoTCffBor  Coab7,  who  deetroyed  It,  and  on  the  4th  of  Noyember,  following, 
tho  above  deed  from  the  Indiana,  conyeylng  said  lands  to  the  King  In 
for  them.  The  Mohawks,  notwithstanding,  continued  uneasy,  and  to  qnlet 
the  dty  of  Albany  signed  an  Instrument  on  the  18th  December,  177S,  sur* 
leaderlng  to  the  Indians  residing  In  the  Lower  Mohawk  Castle,  ail  right  and  title 
li  the  said  thousand  acres  of  land,  (with  the  exception  of  a  few  parcels  that 
jrtrate  IndlTidnals  had  previously  purchased  from  the  Indians  and  held  under  the 
Corporation,)  '*  so  long  as  they  shall  continue  a  Nation  and  be  settled  on  said 
kadSL**  In  1788,  a  number  of  the  Mohawks  residing  at  Canajoharie,  petitioned  the 
Legislature  to  be  reinstated  in  their  lands  at  Fort  Hunter  and  elsewhere;  and  by 
two  Instruments,  dated  respectively  the  fifteenth  of  April,  1780.  and  16th  June, 
SMt  the  city  bought  out  all  the  claims  of  the  surviving  Indians  to  the  lands  in 
^Bcstloa,  MM  appears  by  the  various  Instruments  on  file  in  the  ofllce  of  the  City 
Ctek.  The  lands  were  divided  into  farms  at  first  and  leased  by  the  corporation, 
tit  all  these  farms  have  since  been  sold  except  one,  which  is  still  under  lease.-^ 
OL  Hist.  N.  T.  vL  pp.  15k  10. 


CORBESPONDENOE  FROM  AmEBIOA. 

ms.  Not.  25.     Rev.   T.  J.  Frellnghnysen  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     (Not 
iBUd.)    Referred  to,  xl.  157,  and  xxll.  281. 


SEVBBEin)  Mr.  Yesey  to  the  Bishop  of  London. 

New  York,  December  16,  1738. 

Ky  Lord,  Your  Lordship's  ninth  Instruction  requires  me  to  give  you  notice  from 
time  to  time  of  any  hardships  or  oppressions  that  I  find  the  Clergy  to  labour 
mder,  in  relation  to  the  Rights  which  they  are  entituled  to  by  the  Laws  and 
Constitutions  of  the  Government;  I  do,  therefore,  in  obedience  to  the  said  In- 
Atroetlon,  and  out  of  the  regard  I  have  to  the  interest  of  the  Churches  here,  con- 
cdre  It  my  Indlspensible  duty,  humbly  to  represent  unto  your  Lordship,  that  in 
Jfovember  last,  the  Legislature  of  this  Province,  thought  fit  to  pass:  an  Act  to 
Impower  the  Vestry  of  the  Parish  of  Jamaica  in  Queen's  County,  to  dispose  of 
.ststy  pounds,  which  had  been  raised  by  virtue  of  the  Act  of  Assembly,  for  the 
jsalntenance  of  a  Minister  for  the  said  Parish,  and  then  in  the  hands  of  the  Church 
Wardens,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  Parish;  a  copy  of  which  Act  I  here- 
with transmit  for  your  Lordship's  perusal  and  consideration.  The  original  of 
which  I  presume  will  be  sent  home  by  this  conveyance  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  and 
Plantations  for  his  Majesty's  approbation,  which  I  hope  by  Your  Lordship's 
reasonable  interposition,  will  be  prevented  and  the  Act  disallowed;  for  although 
tbm  sum  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  said  Act,  be  but  sixty  pounds,  yet,  the  conse- 
>qucnce  of  the  said  Act'a,  being  confirmed,  may  in  my  humble  opinion  prove  fatal 
to  the  Churches;  for  the  same  persons  that  had  the  power  and  Influence  of  pro- 
curing the  passing  of  this  Law,  may  have  the  like  Influence  in  obtaining  a  Law, 
for  altering  or  repealing  the  Laws  now  in  force,  for  settling  the  Ministry  and 
jraising  the  maintenance  for  them;  and  this  dangerous  precedent  may  be  a  leading 
Card  to  effect  such  purposes. 

And  as  the  present  Speaker^  and  Majority  of  the  house  of  Representatives  ars 
jiot  of  the  Church,  who  can  tell  how  fond  some  persons  may  be  of  following 
4»recedents?  especially  when  I  beg  leave  further  to  Inform  Your  Lordship  that  this 
Act  was  brought  in  and  passed  at  the  Close  of  the  Session,  and  hurried  through 
both  houses  and  passed,  before  Mr.  Colgan  or  myself  had  the  least  suspicion 
thereof,  or  time  to  be  heard  by  Petition,  or  otherwise  to  prevent  the  same.  But 
I  am.  notwithstanding,  advised,  that  as  the  Act  for  raising  the  Minister's  Salary, 
yft^m  not  made  any  provision  in  case  of  death  etc.;  and  as  Mr.   Colgan  for  the 


^Adolph  PhlUpse. 


1788 


2686  EOOLESIASTIOAI.  BXOOBDS 

fretter  part  of  the  time  from  Ifr.  Pojer's  defttb*  to  the  time  of  hfai  ladwttii, 
officiated  and  performed  the  dutj  there,  ho  being  noxt  Ineunbtat,  It  ^  lav 
entltnled  to  the  money  raised  during  that  time;  bat  as  the  Vevtry  and  Oknck 
Wardena  of  that  Pariah  are  annually  ehoaen  by  the  Inhabltanti  thereof;  pazmM 
to  that  Act,  they  being  the  majority,  always  take  care  to  elect  Dfasentm  Ills 
those  offices,  and  the  preaent  sett  not  only  refused  to  pay  that  lixtj  pooaii  U 
Mr.  Colgan,"  but  also  refused  to  pay  him  any  part  of  the  Salary,  that  has  Iubqm 
due  and  been  raised  since  his  Induction,  soe  that  Mr.  Colgan  Is  obliged  to  gi  It 
Law  With  them  for  that,  in  which  case  the  aixty  pounda  in  their  hands  hsj  W 
of  aervice,  to  enable  them  to  litigate  the  point  orer  again,  all  which  I  kaaVr 
offer  to  Tour  Lordship's  serious  consideration,  and  remain  as  In  duty 
liy  Lord, 

Toar  Lordship's  most  humble  and  most  obedient  serrmnt. 

Win:  Tmq; 

Complaint  against  the  Shebiff  of  Wxstohbstxb  fob  Bxrus- 
iNo  the  Votes  of  Cebtain  Quasjebs  at  the  Elxgtioh.  Dio. 
18,  1733. 

To  William  Cosby  Ooremour  of  the  Prorlnco  of  New  York  etc 

The  Complaint  and  Humble  Petition  of  Richard  Cornwell,  Nehemlah  Palncr  4 
Bylvanus  Palmer  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  some  others  of  the  People  ealleA 
Quakers  Inhabitants  in  the  County  of  West  Chester  In  the  ProTince  of  New  York 
Bheweth  that  we  are  and  for  many  yeara  past  hare  been  Possessed  of  honsei  iii 
Lands  being  Estates  In  fee  Simple  within  Said  County  and  have  always  betaaTed 
and  demeaned  ourselves  toward  those  placed  In  authority  over  as  and  to  all  on 
fellow  Subjects  as  becomes  honest  and  peaceable  men  to  do,  and  when  there  kit 
been  any  occasion  for  our  Eyidencea  in  any  of  the  Courts  within  this  ProTlnct  iid 
on  other  occasions,  we  have  been  admitted  for  these  many  yeara  past  to  mito 
our  Solemn  affirmation.  Instead  of  an  oath,  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  Assembly  mtie 
in  this  ProTince  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1891  and  afterwards  confirmed  by  tbe 
Eling  and  Queen  of  England,  and  we  have  also  been  allowed  at  all  times  since  tlie 
making  of  that  act  to  give  our  votes  at  the  Election  of  Rcpresentativea  and  whea 
any  doubt  has  arisen  about  any  persons  being  a  freeholder,  our  Solemn  Affirmttioa 
has  been  allowed  for  the  clearing  the  matter,  Untill  the  late  Election  of  a  free- 
holder for  a  representative  for  the  Said  County  when  the  High   Sheriff  Nlcbolis 
Cooper  did  refuse  and  deny  us  and  Severall  more  of  our  friends  to  give  our  votes 
for  Lewis  Morris  one  of  the  Candidates  at  the  Said  Election  unleas  we  would  take 
an  oath  that  we  were  Freeholders,  though  well  known  to  be  Such  to  most  of  the 
People  present  and  when  we  offered  our  Affirmation  according  to  Law  that  was 
rejected,   when  at   the  same   time  two  of  our  friends  who  voted  for  the  other 
Candidate  William  Forster  were  admitted  without  either  oath  or  affirmation  and 
yet  no  better  known  to  be  freeholders  than  we  that  were  denied,  and  one  of  ns 
who  was  denied,  was  after  when  the  election  was  finished  Suffered  both  by  tbe 
Sheriff  and  Forster  too,  to  Joyne  in  the  Execution  of  the  Indentures  as  a  prin- 
dpall  Freeholder  and  that  without  oath. 

Now  we  thy  Petitioners  have  been  Informed  by  Council  Learned  in  the  Law, 
that  every  one  of  us  that  was  so  denied  our  vote  may  have  his  action  upon  the 

*  liev.  Thomas  Foyer  was  grandson  of  Col.  Poyer,  who  died  in  the  gallant  de- 
fence of  Pembroke  Castle  in  the  time  of  Oliver  Cromwell.  He  entered  the  aervlce 
of  the  Venerable  Society  on  the  29th  of  September,  1709.  sailed  from  England  in 
the  last  of  that  year,  and  arrived  In  ^Is  country  in  1710.  after  having  suffered 
shipwreck  on  the  passage.  He  was  Inducted  on  the  18th  of  July  of  that  year,  into 
the  Church  of  Jamaica,  and  died  In  that  village  on  or  about  the  15th  of  January, 
1782 —  Documentary  History  of  New  York,  8vo.,  ill.,  230,  311. 

*  Rev.  Thomas  Colgun  was  appointed  Catechlst  to  the  Negroes,  and  assistant  to 
the  Rev.  Voscy,  at  New  York,  In  1725,  In  which  year  he  arrived  from  England. 

He  was  inducted  Minister  of   JamaVea  Vn  ^aimvLti,  Yl"^.    C<^mmlaalonai,  IlL,  STL 
Tbompaon  ulj%  he  died  In  1765.—  Co\.  HVal.  '^.  X.  Nq\.  '^^  vft,  ^fVl,  SRV 
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■laliift  tb*  Sheriff,  for  hli  So  Tlolent  attempt  on  our  Llbertlefl  and  priTiledgei, 
we  not  being  Inclined  to  nee  snch  rigorone  meane.  Ohoae  rather  to  apply  to 
for  redresa,  who  art  the  Klnga  RepresentatlTe.  hoping  thon  wilt  not  Connte- 
inch  arbitrary  proceedings,  but  be  pleased  to  grant  our  reqaest  to  discharge 
ttt  nid  NIcholaa  Cooper  from  hie  office  of  High  Sherltr  and  thereby  discourage 
iMh  proceedings  for  the  future,  that  we  with  all  other  our  friends  may  from 
taeefortb  Bnjoy  all  onr  Lawfull  liberties  and  prlylledges  Quietly  and  peaceably 
ail  Net  be  deprived  thereof  by  any  partial  Magistrates  or  officers.  Nor  by  any 
teetd  or  Strained  construction  of  law  contrary  to  the  so  long  &  constant  practice 
tf  tie  GoTemours  and  Magistrates  of  this  Province,  and  manifest  Intent  of  the 
lav-makers  But  besides  the  above  recited  Law  of  this  Province  there  Is  an  Act 
«(  PtrUament  made  In  the  Eighth  year  of  the  late  King  George  the  first,  that 
lUowi  OS  the  form  of  Affirmation  therein  prescribed,  which  we  conceive  Extends 
to  111  the  people  called  Quakers  In  the  Kings  dominions,  and  has  since  the  making 
thereof  been  frequently  made  use  of  In  this  Province  and  though  Some  People  have 
tecB  of  opinion  that  It  does  not  extend  to  us,  yet  It  Is  manifest  that  It  waa  the 
htcBt  of  tba  LcwBskers  that  it  ahould  for  our  late  Governour  Montgomerle  told 
Boetsr  John  Kodman  ft  Edward  Burling  that  he  was  a  Parliament  man  at  the 
tUM  when  that  act  was  made,  and  helpt  promote  It  and  that  It  was  Intended  for 
til  the  people  called  Quakers  In  the  Kings  dominions  and  that  all  should  have  the 
hneflt  of  It  etc  and  further  Bald  that  If  any  Magistrates  or  officer  denied  it  to 
*aj  of  our  friends  let  him  but  know  It  and  he  would  punish  him  for  It. 
We  are  thy  frlenda  and  Well  wiahers, 

Blchard  Comwell 
Bilvanus  Palmer. 
3B  December  1738.    Bead  ft  referred. 

—  Doe.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  HI.  pp.  610,  eil. 

Bbpobt  on  THB  Complaint  of  Qttakebs  fob  Not  Being  Air 

LOWED  TO  Vote.    Deo.  28,  1733. 

Att  a  Committee  of  the  Counclll  held  at  ffort  George  In  New  Tork  on  Friday 
the  28th  Day  of  December,  1733. 

Present  —  Mr.  Harrison  Mr.  Delancey  Mr.  Courtlandt  Mr.  Lane  Mr.  Horsmanden* 

May  it  please  your  Excellency:  In  Obedience  to  Your  Bzcellencys  Order  in 
CooBCIl  of  the  18th  December  Instant  referring  to  us  the  Consideration  of  the 
Matters  of  Complaint  mentioned  In  the  petition  of  Blchard  Comwell  ft  Sllvanus 
Palmer  in  behalf  of  themselves  ft  others  of  the  people  called  Quakers  against 
Nicholas  Gooper  Esq.  High  SheritT  of  the  County  of  West  Chester  &  set  forth  In 
the  minutes  of  Counclll  of  that  day  to  which  We  beg  leave  to  refer  We  having 
heard  ft  examined  both  party s  as  well  In  defence  as  In  Justification  of  the  said 
Matter  of  Complaint  Do  humbly  report  to  your  Excellency. 

That  as  to  the  SheritTs  refusing  the  Complainants  their  votes  at  the  lata 
Election  for  a  Bepresentatlve  for  the  County  of  West  Chester  or  their  affirmation 
of  their  being  freeholders  In  the  Said  County  We  find  that  the  Complainants  hav- 
ing offered  their  Votes  for  Lewis  Morris  Esq.,  one  of  the  Candidates  at  that 
Election  were  Challenged  by  William  fTorster  the  other  Candidate  who  required 
tlie  Sheriff  to  tender  to  the  Complainants  the  oath  of  ffreehold  That  the  Com- 
plainants conceiving  themselves  as  being  of  the  people  called  Quakers  entitled  to 
the  Liberty  ft  privlledge  of  giving  their  affirmation  Instead  of  an  oath  refused  to 
take  the  Oath  required  but  offered  their  affirmation  of  their  being  freeholders  that 
thereupon  the  Sheriff  told  the  Complainants  he  could  not  admit  them  to  poll  unless 
they  would  take  oath  of  ffreehold  as  directed  by  act  of  assembly  which  by  tlia 
other  Candidate  he  was  required  to  administer;  That  the  Complainants  having 
cefosed  to  take  Such  oath  the  Sheriff  refused  their  votes. 

Tliat  as  to  the  Sheriffs  having  taken  the  Votes  of  others  of  the  people  called 
Qoakers  who  voted  for  Forster  without  having  taken  their  oath  or  affirmation 
We  Hod  that  they  not  having  been  Challenged  nor  their  ffreeholda  questioned  were 
advlttad  by  tlie  Sheriff  to  fire  their  Votes  at  Said  Election. 
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That  th*  Sheriff  tendered  the  Oath  of  ffreehold  to  none  of  the  people  called 
Quakers  bat  what  was  Challenged  &  when  required  thereto  Jc  refnaed  to  none  9t 
them  their  Votes  If  not  Challenged. 

Upon  the  whole  and  after  a  full  hearing  the  petitioners  haying  waired  a  fSrther 
Examination  Into  the  particulars  of  their  Complaint  Except  what  related  to  their 
right  to  Vote,  if  regularly  Challenged  to  their  ffreehold.  upon  their  attrmstiti 
only  without  regard  had  to  the  oath  directed  bj  Act  of  General  Assembly  in  cad 
respective  City  &  County  within  this  proyince,  And  the  Sheriff  Instlfying  Ui 
Conduct  at  the  Election  before  mentioned  by  the  words  of  Said  Act  which  ve 
apprehend  to  be  Matter  of  Law  We  humbly  recommend  to  your  Excellency  t» 
refer  the  Said  petition  &  said  Sheriffs  justification  to  his  Maties  Attorney  GeaenB 
for  his  opinion  thereon. 

This  may  it  please  Your  Excellency  is  what  the  Committee  Had  upon  their 
examination  of,  and  Inquiry  Into,  the  allegations  or  Matters  of  Complaint  in  tke- 
Oomplts.  petition  set  forth  all  which  is  humbly  Submitted  to  your  BxeelleBcy. 

By  your  Bxcellencys  most  obedient  humble  Serrants, 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

Henry  hunt. 
—  Doc  Hist.  N.  T.  yoL  Ui.  pp.  dU,  Ol 

Rev.  Wm.  Tennent. 

173S-1777.  Rey.  Wm.  Tennent,  Presbyterian  at  Freehold,  N.  J.  Celebntel 
Trance  at  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  in  1790.  Sketch  In  Alexander's  Log  College;  tls» 
In  Murphy's  Presbytery  of  the  Log  College,  and  in  many  other  publieatloDa. 

The  Peaoe-Aeticles,  Accepted,  Nov.  18,  1733,  as  Bead  fbom 
THE  Rarttan  Pulpits,  Jan.  1,  8,  15,  Etc.,  1734.  [Taibi 
FROM  THE  Acts  of  the  Deputies,  as  Recorded,  Jult  8^ 
1735.] 

Articles  of  Peace  and  Union,  between  the  Consistory  of  the  (four)  oomblBed 
congregations  of  Rarltan,  and  the  disaffected  ones,  which  were  publicly  read  trm 
(the  pulpit.) 

It  is  known  to  you,  Beloyed  Christians,  that  for  a  considerable  time  there  hire 
been  dissensions  and  disunions  among  us;  and  that  their  Reyerencei  (the  CUaili) 
haye  frequently  admonished  both  parties  to  pesce;  and  now  that  it  may  appear 
that  we,  on  our  part,  are  inclined  to  peace,  therefore  we  desire  publicly  to  announce 
the  following  Articles  of  Peace  and  Reconciliation. 

1. 
The  Consistory  wishes  that  there  may  be  a  complete  amnesty;  and  they  wOI 
gladly,  on  their  part,  forget  and  forglye  all  former  (acts  or  words),  whereby  tbef 
(the  Consistory)  were  insulted,  desiring  that  loye  and  peace  may  rerlTe;  that  we 
may  be  one  flock,  and  under  one  shepherd  from  henceforth. 

2. 
Since  it  has  pleased  the  Rey.  Classis  to  release  from  the  Ban,  the  excom- 
municated ones,  and  it  is  required  of  us  that  we  consider  them  as  thns  released; 
therefore,  we  do  declare,  by  these  presents,  that  we  regard  the  same  aa  released, 
and  will  consider  them  and  treat  them  as  members  of  the  Reformed  Church;  pro- 
yided  that  they  shall  again  unite  themselves  with  us  to>day,  in  accordance  with 
the  intention  of  Classis,  and  shall  conduct  themselyes  as  obedient  members  of  the 
church. 

8. 
We  also  promise,  on  our  part,  that  we  will  obserye  the  Church-Order,  the  dis- 
cipline, and  the  administration  of  the  Holy  Seals  of  the  Coyenant,  la  keeping  with 
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Netheriand  church;  at  leaet  In  so  far  at  this  la  practicable  and  poesfble  in 
He  refiona;  and  that  in  onr  churches  none  other  than  the  orthodox  Reformed 
Tices  shall  be  permitted. 

4. 

As  to  the  calling  of  a  second  minister:  that  proposition  was  made  without  our 
Bseat  Tet  we  would  like  to  see  two  Dutch  Reformed  Ministers  here,  if  it  could 
)  done  regularly,  and  in  harmonj  with  our  Church-Order;  and  if  they  can  be 
vperly  supported.  Then  our  Consistory  will  freely  permit  their  Domine  to  preach 
I  turns)  alternately  with  him,  as  is  the  way  on  Long  Island;  provided  we  can 
»e  to  an  understanding  concerning  the  turns  and  the  salary.  Neyertheless  our 
onslstory  thinks  that  it  would  tend  most  towards  harmony  (forgiveness),  if  In 
BBJnnctlon  with  the  disafTected  ones,  they  (the  Consistory)  should  call  a  second 
liiister;  for  then  there  would  also  be  more  liklihood  that  some  one  would  come. 

6. 
We  sre  also  willing  to  give  equal  rights  and  privileges  to  the  disaffected  ones, 
ad  to  sU  other  hearers  in  those  churches,  although  they  have  not  contributed 
towards  the  erection  of  the  same,  whether  in  this  church,  (Rarltan),  or  in  ths 
^rch  St  New  Brunswick,  or  at  Six  Mile  Run,  provided  they  will  also  contrlbuts 
towards  the  erection  of  that  church  (those  churches?)  what  is  right  and  just. 

e. 

We  also  consent  that,  annually,  half  of  the  Consistory  shall  be  changed,  unless 
Meed,  the  situation  and  the  welfare  of  our  churches  should  demand  otherwise; 
Meording  to  Article  27  of  our  Church-Order. 

7. 
We  have  also  always  conceded,  and  are  glad  to  let  every  one  know,  that  we  hold 
^  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  be  our  competent  Judge  (authority),  to  wit.  In 
U  things  eccleslastlcaL 

a 

We  are  also  willing,  whenever  a  dispute  shall  arise  among  us  —  which,  may  Ood 
rbid  —  which  cannot  be  settled  by  our  Consistory,  that  the  same  shall  be  sub- 
Itted  to  certain  other  Dutch  ministers,  such  as  have  been  sent  over  by  the  Rev. 
assls  and  are  in  correspondence  with  the  same,  to  whose  decision  we  shall  sub- 
It  ourselves;  but  in  accordance  with  Art.  75  of  the  Church-Order:  "  In  the 
nntry  districts,  and  in  villages,  where  there  is  but  one  minister,  the  satisfaction 
all  be  made  with  the  advice  of  two  neighboring  churches,  in  such  manner  and 
rm  as  shall  appear  most  edifying  *\ 

9. 
As  to  certificates  of  those  who  come  to  us  from  other  Reformed  churches;  our 
ilnlon  on  that  subject  is  this,  wherewith  also  our  practice  agrees,  to  accept, 
deed,  certificates  which  are  brought  to  us  from  outside,  as  well  as  the  persons 
om  among  the  ranks  of  the  other  church-members;  but,  nevertheless,  they  may 
>  examined,  and  if  they  are  found  to  be  Ignorant,  (unlnstructed)  or  offensive, 
ey  may  be  denied  the  Supper  of  the  Lord  until  their  enlightenment  and  con- 
ssion.    That  this  is  the  sentiment  of  the  Reformed  Church,  appears  from  Art. 

(61),  of  the  Church-Order:  *'  No  person  shall  be  admitted  to  the  Lord's  Supper, 
It  those  who  make  a  confession  of  their  faith  in  the  Reformed  religion,  agreeably 

the  practice  of  the  churches  to  which  they  are  Joined,  and  who  also  have  the 
stlmony  of  a  pious  deportment;  without  which  also,  none  coming  from  other 
urches,  shall  be  received  ". 

10. 
We   will  also  teach  that  all  other  Reformed   Ministers  must  be   properly  re- 
lected.    Every  Christian  of  the  '*  Reformed  Faith  *\  shall  esteem  such  highly  for 
eir  work's  sake,  namely,  orthodox  ministers,  who  conduct  themselves  worthy  of 
eir  office. 


1788 


1784 
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We  are  wlllliif  to  submit  all  this,  and  whateTer  elM  maj  ba  required  of  i^ 
the  Impartial  judgment  of  tbe  two  nearest  churches  or  iiit]ilstm»  but  oalj  Is 
neighborhood. 
Done  at  our  Church-Meeting,  Norember  ISth  178S. 
iWas  signed, 

T.  J.  Frlellnghuysen, 
iB  the  name  of  the  Consistory  of  New  BmnswldL 

Boelof  Neyyus,  Elder, 
In  the  name  of  the  Consistory  of  Barltan. 
John  Van  Mlddelwaert,  Blder, 
In  the  name  of  the  Consistory  of  Biz  Mile  Bun. 

Blbert  Stoothoff,  Blder, 
In  the  name  of  the  Consistory  of  North  Branch,  (Beadlngton). 
Simon  van  Aertsdalen,  Elder. 
Read  Jan.  1,  1784,  at  New  Brunswick;  on  the  8th  at  Barltan;  and  as  oa  ■» 
cessirely,  in  all  the  churches,    xxll.  888,  884. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstbbdaic 
Eev.  Frelinghuyeen. 

1734,  Jan.  12th.  From  a  postscript  in  the  letter  from  ihs 
Rev.  Brethren  of  New  York,  it  appeared  that  they  were  informed 
by  the  Consistory  of  Earitan,  That  Rev.  Frilinghuysen  still  re- 
mained in  his  condition  of  insanity,  with  lucid  intervals,  and  (slid 
Consistory)  gave  thereof  convincing  proofs.  Accordingly  they 
were  asked  by  that  Consistory  whether  such  a  person  could  be  con- 
tinued as  their  minister;  yea,  whether  he  could  be  continued  even 
as  a  church  member.  This  matter  was  referred  to  the  Rev.  De- 
putati  ad  res  Exteras  for  consideration,  and  for  furnishing  the 
Classis  with  a  report  (pre-advice).     xi.  126. 

(The  word  insanity,  above,  seems  altogether  too  strong,  (Dutcli, 
Kranksinnigheid).  It  was  a  sickness  in  which  there  was  conside^ 
able  delirium,  (Dutch,  Ijlhoofdigheid)  and  this  sickness  was 
caused  largely  by  the  persecution  to  which  he  had  been  subjected 
by  certain  ones  of  that  congregation.) 

Attorney-General's    Opinion.     Quakers  May  Not  Votb,  h 
They  Refuse  to  Swear.    Jan.  28,  1734. 

May  It  please  your  Excellency:     In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  Comtndi.  I 

have  carefally  perused  and  considered  the  Several  Acts  of  Parliament  relatSnf  to 

the  solemn  afflrmntlons  etc.  of  the  people  called  Quakers;  And  find  that  nose  ^ 

those  Statutes  (now  In   force)  do  Extend  to  this   Province,  or  any  otber  of  Ui 

MaJcBty'B  Plantation!. 
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I  bare  alio  penned  and  Considered  the  act  of  the  General  Auemblj  of  this 
^•fvlnce,  made  In  the  8rd  year  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary  Intltled  "An  Act 
■  taae  people  that  are  tcmpnlona  In  swearing  *'  And  find  that  law  relates  only  to 
pKlk  Bcrapolovs  persons  giving  their  Brldence  In  any  matter  Depending  In  any 
Mt  the  Conrta  (or  their  Serrlng  upon  any  Jury  in  any  Court)  within  this  ProTlnce; 
Vi  not  at  all  to  Elections. 

I  have  likewise  perused  the  seu'al  acts  of  assembly  relating  to  the  election  of 
MipRsentatlyes  to  senre  in  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province;  But  more 
(hwienlarly  that  InUtled  "A  BlU  for  Regulating  Elections  of  Representatives  in 
Miacml  Assembly  In  each  respective  City  and  County  Within  this  Province" 
^Bldeh  Act  obliges  every  Elector  (without  any  Exception)  before  he  Is  admitted  to 
IVlO  at  the  same  Election;  To  take  the  oath  therein  after  mentioned.  If  required 
^^  tie  Candidates  or  any  of  them.  Which  Oath  required  Dy  one  of  the  Candidates 
^■K  the  last  Election  for  the  (bounty  of  West  Chester,  to  be  taken  by  some  of  the 
fV«9le  called  Quakers;  they  refused  to  take.  And  the  persons  so  refusing,  were 
'^lifure  not  admitted  to  Poll  at  the  said  Election. 

Dpoa  the  whole,  I  am  humbly  of  opinion,  that  neither  any  of  the  people  Called 
^ttkers,  nor  any  other  person  Whatsoever  who  Refused  to  take  the  said  Oath 
*t  the  said  Election;  on  being  required  by  any  of  the  said  Candidates  to  take  tlia 
^■ttie^  had  any  right  by  Law,  to  be  admitted  to  Poll  at  the  said  Election. 

R.  Bradley,  Attorney  GeaeraL 
■^ted  28tb  January,  1738/4. 

To  hU  Excellency  the  Governor  of  New  York,  etc. 

—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  T.  YoL  lU.  p.  9SX 

Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 
Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  March  21, 1734. 

ConBiBtory  granted  the  request  of  Michael  Temeur  to  let  Mar* 
tinnis  Eychenberg  reside  on  his  land,  on  the  Manor;  also  to  make 
pipes  there — but  with  strict  fulfillment  of  all  the  other  condi- 
tions stated  in  his  lease. 

Order  was  given  to  Mr.  Gerardus  Beekman,  Overseer  of  the 
Manor,  to  go  there  at  the  first  opportunity  and  apprize  Michel 
Temeur  of  his  permission  above  stated,  and  to  demand  from  all 
the  lessees  who  are  in  debt,  payment  of  the  arrears.  This  they 
must  do  at  once,  or  give  an  obligation  under  their  own  hand  and 
seal,  to  pay  the  same  in  May  next,  without  further  delay.  If  any 
refuse,  either  to  pay  or  to  give  such  an  obligation,  Mr.  Beekman 
iliall  say  to  them,  by  order  of  the  Consistory,  that  they  will  be 
tommoned  before  the  Court,  and  incur  the  risk  and  costs  thereof. 
^or  this,  as  has  been  said  already,  is  the  final  resolution  of  the 
Dcmsistoiy — not  to  allow  any  longer  delay  without  such  a  writ- 
ten obligation. 


1784 


1734 
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Classis  of  Ambtebdak. 

Acts  of  the  Depntiefl. 

Rev.  Kals.  Eev.  Frelinghuyaen. 

1734,  April  5th.  Brief  notes  of  what  occurred  at  Ckssis  mfll 
reported^  and  executed  by  Beys.  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras^  April  jj 
1734.  A  letter  was  handed  in  from  Bev.  Conran.  Her.  Eals  tskt.: 
and  obtains  a  certificate  that  he  is  not  under  censure.  Beport  o( 
(or  from)  Rev.  Frielinghuyzen.    xxii.  257. 

AoTs  OF  THs  Classis  of  Amstbbdaic 
Rev.  Frelinghuysen. 

1734,  April  5th.  The  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Ezteras  bid  aot 
yet  obtained  sufficient  light  upon  (lit  sight  into)  the  case  of  Ber. 
Frilinghuysen,  to  do  anything.  It  still  remains  recommended  to 
them.    xi.  128. 

Council  Joubnal  of  New  Yobk. 

1784,  April  30.     William  CoBby.   Goyernor. 

An  Act  for  granting  to  the  people  called  Quakers,  residing  within  this  ProvtM 
the  same  privileges,  benefits  and  Indulgences,  as  hj  the  laws  and  statntM  iw* 
remaining  In  force  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain,  called  England,  the  people  d 
that  denomination  are  entitled  unto  within  those  dominions.  Council  Joamal,Oi 
Bead,  Committed,  632.     Passed,  633.     Enacted,  June  22,  636. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Kev.  Frelinghuysen. 

1734,  May  3rd.  As  before,  the  case  of  Rev.  Frilinghuysen  re- 
mains recommended  to  the  Messrs.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras,  wbo 
have  not  yet  received  any  further  information  in  regard  to  it 
xi.  132. 

Ecclesiastical  Conventus  at  the  Cape, 

ETC.  ETC.   (and  in  NeW  NeTHEELAND)  . 

1734,  May  3rd.    Touching  the  erection  of  an  ecclesiastical  con- 
ventus at  Gale,  Drakenstein,  and  in  New  iKTetherland,  the  cany- 
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;  out  of  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Classis  in  that  respect  ro- 
lins  recommended  to  the  Messrs.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras. 
.  132. 

IXFBXSENTATION  OF  THE  SOOIETT  FOB  THE  PbOPAOATION  OF  TBM 

'GrosPEL  IN  FoBEioN  Pabts.     May  10,  1734. 

%  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lordi  OommlMioners  for  Trmde  and  Plantatlona. 

The  Representation  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Ooepel  in  Foreign 
hffts  in  behalf  of  thsratelyea  and  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Colgan  their  Mlsaionary 
II  the  Parish  of  Jamaica  in  Queen's  County  In  the  ProYlnce  of  New  York. 

Bheweth  That  in  the  year  1088,  the  Assembly  of  New  York  passed  an  Act  for 
MttUag  a  Ministry  and  raising  a  Maintenance  for  them  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
County  of  Richmond,  Westchester  and  Queen's  County;  which  Act  (rery  truely) 
VNited  that  prophaneness  and  licentiousness  had  then  of  late  overspread  the 
Ptoflnce  for  want  of  a  settled  Ministry  throughout  the  same;  and  to  the  end  the 
tune  might  be  removed  and  the  ordinances  of  Ood  duely  Administered,  It  was 
titeted:  that  there  should  be  called,  Inducted  *and  established  a  good  sufficient 
protcftant  Minister,  to  officiate  and  have  care  of  souls,  witliln  one  year  next  after 
tie  poblicatlon  of  that  Act,  in  the  seyeral  parishes  and  places  in  the  Act  men* 
tloaed,  one  of  which  was  to  haye  the  care  of  Jamaica  aforesaid  and  the  adjacent 
Towns  and  Farms;  and  there  should  be  annually,  assessed,  levyed  collected  and 
Pild,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said  Minister  of  Jamaica,  in  Queen's  ^County  the 
>Ba  of  sixty  pounds  in  Country  produce,  at  money  price.  And  directions  were 
AnelB  contained  for  laying  a  Tax  on  the  Inhabitants  yearly,  in  order  to  raise  the 
<tld  maintenance  for  the  Minister;  and  the  Church  Wardens  in  their  respectiye 
vedflcts,  were  to  pay  to  the  Minister  the  aforesaid  maintenance  by  four  equal 
Qarterly  payments  under  penalty  of  flye  pounds  for  each  neglect,  refusal  or  de- 
iQlt  And  it  was  enacted  that  the  respective  Ministers  that  should  be  settled  in 
le  respectiye  precincts  therein  before  named,  should  be  called  to  officiate  In  their 
spectlye  precincts  by  the  Vestry  Men  and  Church  Wardens. 
That  the  said  Act  of  Assembly  received  the  Royal  Conflrmstlon  on  the  11th  of 
ly   1087. 

That  In  the  year  1703,  The  Assembly  of  New  York  passed  another  Act  for  the 
tter  explaining  and  more  effectually  putting  in  execution  the  forementloned  Act, 
d  thereby  further  provision  was  made  for  the  laying  a  tax  annually  for  the 
istng  the  BMilntenance  for  the  Ministers;  snd  it  was  enacted,  that  all  the  pay- 
^nts  that  should  there  after  be  made  and  paid  to  the  then  Incumbents,  and  to 
ery  Incumbent  who  should  there  after  be  presented.  Instituted  and  Inducted,  for 
e  respective  maintenances,  should  be  made  and  paid  to  them  In  current  money 
the  Province.  And  it  was  further  enacted  that  the  respective  Vestry  Men  snd 
mrcta  Wardens  for  the  time  being  or  the  Major  part  of  them,  whereof  one 
lorch  Warden  should  always  be  one,  should  and  were  thereby  impowered  to  call 
d  present  after  the  death  of  the  several  Incumbents,  for  ever,  a  good  sufficient 
otestant  Minister  within  one  year  next  after  the  Avoidance  of  any  of  the  said 
ices,  which  Ministers  should  respectively  be  instituted  and  inducted  to  the 
lurches  snd  so  as  often  as  any  of  the  said  places  became  void. 
Which  last  mentioned  Act  also  received  the  Royal  Confirmation  upon  the  8(^h 

March  1704. 

rhat  the  sixty  pounds  a  year,  whether  in  country  produce  or  in  New  York  money 
t  being  of  itself  a  reasonsble  maintenance,  for  a  good  sufficient  protestant 
Inlster,  the  Vestry  or  Inhabitants  of  the  said  precinct  of  Jamaica  and  of  several 
Iter  places  within  the  province  of  New  York  (where  the  allowances  appointed  by 
•  said  Acts  of  Assembly  were  as  little  or  less)  have  applyed  to  the  Society  for 
t  propagation  of  the  Gospel  to  send  over  Missionaries  from  Great  Brlttaln  under 
larys  from  the  Society,  which  the  Society  have  from  time  to  time  done,  and  th* 
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said  Society  on  their  parti  do  lo  far  proTtde  for  their  MiMloiimriea  thftt  tba 
allowanceB   which  they   make   to   their  aeveral  lilsalonarlea.    Bchoolnuurten, 
Catechlsta  within  that  province  of  New  York  amount  to  giz  hundred  and  thMyl 
five  pound!  sterling  a  year;  of  which  sixty  five  pounds  a  year  la  allowed  by  tfet^ 
Society  to  a  Missionary  and   Schoolmaster  In  the  precinct  of  Jamaica  afoif^lj" 
besides  furnishing  the  Missionaries  for  their  own  and  their  parlahonera  use  vttft 
Books  and  small  Tracts.    The  said  Society  being  always  wtlllnc  to  asaiat  raeh  §t 
the  British  Colonys  as  are  desirous  to  contribute  what  they  can  on  thdr  paztalr^ 
the  maintenance  of  the  protestant  Ministers  among  them. 

That  some  years  since,  the  Society  sent  over  Mr.  Poyer  aa  their  Mlwlonaiy  tm 
the  said  precinct  or  Parish  of  Jamaica,  who  continued  there  and  receiTtd  thr 
appointment  made  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  and  the  Society's  additional  aalary,  t» 
the  time  of  his  death  which  happened  about  the  Month  of  January  1781. 

That  upon  or  rather  before  the  death  of  the  said  Mr.  Poyer,  the  aald  Mr.  (Mfia 
was  appointed  by  the  Society  their  Missionary  In  hla  stead  and  he  being  la  Ninr 
York  at  Mr.  Poyer's  death  officiated  and  performed  the  duty's  of  Minister  la  tht 
said  Parish  of  Jamaica  from  the  month  of  June  1782  and  la  alnce  inducttd  Isto 
the  Parish. 

Notwithstanding  which  the  Vestry  did  not  pay  him  the  aaid  New  York  nub- 
tenance  but  kept  It  back  and  the  Assembly  of  New  York  have  passed  an  Act 
(which  was  published  the  1st  of  November  1733)  to  Impower  the  Vestry  of  tht 
parish  of  Jamaica  In  Queens  County  to  dispose  of  sixty  pounds  now  in  hands  tf 
the  Church  Wardens  of  the  said  parish  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  that  Paxlik; 
which  Act  recites  that  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Poyer  late  Minister  of  the  stM 
Parish,  and  before  the  Induction  of  Mr.  Colgan  the  present  Minister  thereot  thcfe 
was  raised  In  the  said  parish  sixty  pounds  &.  paid  to  the  Church  Wardens  and  » 
person  entitled  to  receive  the  money,  and  it  lying  useless  to  the  inliabltants,  then- 
fore  It  Is  enacted  that  the  vestry  of  the  said  parish  may  receive  the  money  fMi 
the  Church  Wardens  and  may  apply  it  to  such  use  and  benefit  of  the  Padsh  li 
they  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  think  fit. 

That  the  Society  conceives  there  are  many  Irregularities  as  well  as  hardihlps  It 
the  said  Act  which  they  offer  to  your  Lordships  consideration  as  follows. 

1.  That  of  that  year  for  which  the  sixty  pounds  mentioned  In  the  last  act  was 
raised,  the  said  Mr.  Colgan  had  officiated  above  nine  months  as  minister  In  the 
said  Parish,  aud  he  has  been  since  formally  Inducted  there;  and  the  ground  of  the 
Act  now  complained  of,  seems  to  be  only  this,  that  during  that  time  though  Hr. 
Colgan  might  officiate,  yet  he  was  not  actually  inducted,  but  the  Society  conceive 
that  that  is  neither  a  true  explanation  of  the  former  Act  of  Assembly  (which  have 
the  words:  "  called  and  established,  as  well  as  inducted)  nor  Is  by  any  meant 
grateful  to  the  Society  who  sent  and  paid  Mr.  Colgan  on  their  parta,  nor  yet  joit 
with  regard  to  him,  whose  service  the  parish  had  had,  to  all  Intenta  aa  much  as 
if  he  had  been  In  form  Inducted. 

2.  The  Society  conceive  that  the  Assembly  of  New  York  would  not  have  con- 
sented to  this  Act,  had  it  been  fairly  brought  in  and  had  all  party's  (particularly 
Mr.  Colgan  who  is  affected  by  It)  been  heard,  but  they  are  Informed  (and  believe 
very  truly)  that  this  Act  was  brought  Into  the  Assembly  and  passed  of  a  sudden 
in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Colgan  (whose  parish  Is  at  some  distance  from  the  Aaaembly 
Town)  and  entirely  unknown  to  him,  who  therefore  had  no  possibility  of  opposing 
it   there. 

3.  That  as  the  former  Acts  had  settled  and  dedicated  this  sum  for  the  main- 
tenance of  Ministers,  admitting  it  might  not  belong  to  Mr.  Colgan  while  he  merely 
officiated  as  Minister,  yet,  so  soon  as  he  was  actually  Inducted,  the  Society  con- 
ceive the  arrears  since  the  former  Incumbent's  death  belonged  to  him  in  point  of 
Law,  and  he  had  all  sorts  of  titles  to  it,  having  actually  served  the  cure  in  his 
own  person  as  aforesaid. 

4.  That  as  this  maintenance  was  enacted  by  the  Assembly  of  New  York  for  the 
settlement  of  a  Protestant  Ministry  and  that  they  might  have  God's  ordinance 
duely  Administered  among  them,  the  Society  conceive.  It  is  not  properly  in  the 
power  of  a  future  Assembly  to  alter  the  uses  for  which  the  settlement  was  glvea 
and  intended,  and  to  take  away  and  apply  It  to  any  other  uses. 

5.  The  last  consideration   receives  some  addition   from   this,   that   the  former 
Acts,  which  appointed  this  aettVement  aii<^  int\iit^^i»ji^^  I^y  \.\i«  MLTii^ter  for  ever. 
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Kmc  glBce  the  Boyal  conflrmmtloii,  but  thli  lait  Act  of  the  Assemblj 

1II7  repeals  what  the  Crown  Itself  has  eatabllshed,  and  jet,  never  takea  the 

notice   of,   or  mentions   those   former    Acts,    wherefore   the    Sodetj   hope, 

this  be  a  single  particular  case,  yet,  being  a  precedent  of  such  a  verj 

Unary  nature.   In  ao  many   respects,   that  It  shall   receive   the   greatest 

»ment. 

Thnt  It  was  sometime  before  the  Assemblys  of  New  York  were  Induced  to 

the  settlement  before  mentioned,  and  It  may  be  feared,  that  If  this  present 

ft  should  receive  the  least  countenance  It  may  be  followed  by  others,  even 

Ike  taking  away  and   misapplying  the  whole  Revenue  and   maintenance  ap- 

and  established  for  the  settling  and  maintaining  a  Protestant  Ministry  in 

Piovlnee  of  New  York  forever. 

Vberefore,  upon  the  whole  the  said  Society  entreat  Your  Lordships  to  report 

last  Act  of  Assembly  which  Is  entltuled:    **An  Act  to  Impower  the  Vestry  of 

Perish  of  Jamaica  In  Queens  County  to  dispose  of  sixty  pounds  now  In  the 

of  the  Church  Wardens  of  the  said  Parish  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  that 

to  EUa  Majesty  for  his  disapprobation  and  disallowance. 

Ferd.  John  Paris,  for  the  Society. 
^^UK  1734. 

—  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Ti.  pp.  1-i. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdaic 

Letter  from  Bey.  Freiman. 

1784,  June  7th.  A  letter  arrived  while  this  Assemhly  was  in 
Mssion  from  Bev.  Freeman^  in  reference  to  the  case  of  Rev.  Fre- 
linghuysen,  written  in  New  Netherland.  This  was  placed  in  the 
lunds  of  the  Messrs.  Deputies  on  foreign  affairs,  in  order  to  ac- 
quaint this  Assembly  with  its  contents,    xi.  135. 

Bbv.  Mb.  CoLOAiT  to  the  Secbetaby  of  Society  fob  Pbopaoat* 

iNQ  the  Oospsl. 

Jamaica  June  14th,  17S4. 

Bar.  BIr:  I  make  ase  of  an  opportunity  now  offerinf,  of  a  Ship  bound  from 
fecace  to  London,  for  the  conyeyance  of  these  lines  to  your  hands,  the  design  of 
whicb  was  to  acquaint  the  Venerable  Society,  (as  I  am  in  duty  bound),  with  the 
state  of  affalra  relating  to  my  Mission;  but  before  I  proceed  herein,  gratitude 
fbllffca  me  to  return  my  humble  thanks  to  them  for  their  kind  Intercession  with 
Us  Kzeellency,  Coll.  Cosby,  our  Goremoor,  In  my  behalf,  for  his  Mandate  of 
Indoctlon  Into  the  Parish  of  Jamaica:  who,  as  he  was  pleased  to  grant,  before 
their  application  to  him,  which  la  an  enhancement  of  the  favor,  so  I  am  under  no 
leaa  obligation  to  them  for  their  granting  me  their  assistance,  when  I  petitioned 
them  for  it.    My  constant  endearour  shall  be  by  God's  help  always  to  deserre  it. 

Upon  my  first  coming  Into  the  parish,  I  found  the  Church  In  a  declining  con- 
dition: the  Quakers  &.  Independents  have  been  very  busy  to  subvert,  &.  by  many 
studied  arts  St  rules,  utterly  to  destroy  It.  I  may  say  the  Christian  Bellglon 
here  —  one  of  their  strategems  was  to  sue  for  an  edifice  wherein  dirlne  serrlc* 
was  performed  by  Ministers  of  the  Church  of  England  near  thirty  yeara,  by 
pretence  that  they  had  a  better  right  In  it  than  the  Church  members;  &  this  met 
with  not  a  little  success;  for  In  suing  Mr.  Poycr,  my  predecessor,  who  being 
DcfMKlant  In  the  case,  they  upon  a  very  odd  turn  In  the  trial,  cast  him.  I  am 
tafoffmcd   that  In  this  solt,   the  CoonaeJ   opon  the  part  ot  tht  C^nTcitk,  iXnM^ 
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deslgrned  to  put  the  matter  on  some  points  of  the  law  which  are  dearly  la 
Church's  favor;  &.  according! j  in  the  time  of  trial,  offered  to  dtmur  In  law, 
was  diverted  therefrom  bj  the  late  Chief  Justice,  Lewia  Horria  Saq.,  (beftw 
the  trial  waa);  who  told  them  he  woald  recommend  It  to  the  Jury  to  find  ai 
Yerdict,  and  if  thej  did  not,  bat  found  generally  &  againat  th«  Chnrcii,  he 
then  allow  a  new  trial;  which,  after  the  jury  had  found  a  Tcrdlct  agaiaH 
Church,  he  absolutely  refused  when  the  Counsel  for  the  Church  laM  claim  t» 
promise,  &.  strongly  insisted  upon  the  benefit  thereof.    I  have  been  told  by 
of  the  Counsel  for  the  Church   that  the  only   seeming  reason   he  gave  for 
denial  waa,  that  a  bad  promise  was  better  broke  than  kept,  4b  thoa  an  eed  vMj 
put  to  the  controversy. 

This  matter  of  fact  happening  in  the  latter  end  of  Mr.  Poyer'a  daya  the  tooA* 
ing  briefly  thereon  leads  me  to  an  account  of  what  waa  consequent  upon  it  k. 
happened  since  my  settlement  in  Jamaica.  The  people  being  destitute  of  i 
Church  to  perform  their  devotions  to  Almighty  Gk>d,  were  f6rced  to  aasoaUi 
together  for  three  or  four  years  in  the  Town  house,  a  place  Terj  Improper  Sm 
divine  service  for  many  reasons  that  might  be  given,  and  so  a  great  many  wot 
disheartened  &  discouraged  from  doing  their  duty  on  the  Lord's  day  —  In  tkli 
condition  I  served  them  near  upon  two  years  &  then  the  people  here,  (belonginf  to 
the  Church),  began  to  exert  themselves  to  the  uttermost  of  their  ahllitlea  tovaiA 
building  them  a  new  one  but  finding  themselvea  unable  to  accompUah  this  ante* 
taking,  were  obliged  to  apply  to  several  well  disposed  Christiana  In  this  Profiaee. 
from  whom  they  received  considerable  helps;  and  In  an  extraordinary  Baaaa 
from  his  Bxcellency,  our  Governor,  his  Lady  &  family,  who  were  pleaaed  to  tavoc 
us  with  their  company  at  the  opening  of  our  new  Church  &  then,  to  eoatrlimtt 
largely  towards  the  finishing  it,  which  was  no  doubt  one  meana  whereby  othoi 
were  moved  to  do  so  likewise,  so  that  now  we  have  brought  thia  building  to  waA 
a  degree  of  perfection,  as  that  we  perform  divine  service  In  it,  the'  It  la  aCII  Cu 
from  being  complete,  and  we  are  in  great  want  of  a  bell;  as  the  Clothes  for  en 
Pulpit,  Reading  Desk  and  Communion  Table,  with  a  large  Bible,  Common  Prtya 
Book,  and  Surplice,  we  are  furnished  with  those  that  are  Tery  decent  and  esBSiy, 
by  the  Governors  Lady,  our  great  friend  and  patroneaa  — 

Now  our  Church  is  in  a  flourishing  state  St  by  the  bleaalng  of  God  many  an 
added  to  It;  now  we  are  at  peace  with  those  several  Sectarlea  that  ara  tooad 
about  us,  and  I  hope  that  by  God's  help  peace  will  subsist  amongst  na. 

To  sow  the  seeds  thereof  shall  be  my  endeavour  to  be  of  a  loving  chailtabk 
demeanor  to  all  men  of  whatever  persuasion  in  matters  of  Religion  ahall  be  Oq 
God's  help)  my  practice  that  so  discharging  my  duty  herein  I  may  contribute  nj 
mite  to  the  good  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  this  is  the  promise  of  him  who  btp 
leave  to  subscribe  himself  etc.,  etc. 

Thomas  Colgaa. 

^Doc  Hist  N.  Y.  Vol.  Ul.  pp.  190,  19L 

.  -  » 

Reasons  of  Oovebnob  Cosby  fob  Kemoving  Chief  Justici 

MOBBIS. 

Reasons  given  by  Colonel  William  Cosby  for  removing  Mr.  Lewla  Morrla  froi 
the  place  of  Chief  Justice  at  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Province  of  Mew  Tori 
June  19,  1734.     (Disapproved,  Nov.  20,  173&) 

Bcdealastical  Reaaona. 


My  reasons  for  removal  of  Mr.  Lewla  Morria  from  the  place  of  Chief  Justic 
were: 

Un  account  of  his  notorious  partiality  In  the  administration  of  Justice  of  whlc 
are  the  following  Instances:  Some  years  since  the  dissenters  in  the  parish  c 
Jamaica  in  this  Province  brought  an  ejectment  against  the  Church  of  Bnglaa 
Minister,  for  the  Church  he  preached  in  and  was  possessed  of;  when  the  trya 
came  on,  the  defendant's  Council  demurred  to  the  plaintlfs  evidence:  Mr.  Morr 
the  Chief  Justice  desired  them  to  wave  the  demurrer,  telling  them,  that  If  ti 
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ITS' 

r  toOBd  for  tbe  pUlnlJII  he  would  grant  tb*  Defendanti  ■  new  Trrill.     The 

■  CoQDCIl  were  Tcrr  uawlillnf  to  to  It,  but  fearlnc  tbe  wont  If  tbe? 

,   Iber  dia  coDaeut  >ad  tbe  Juiy  fonnd   for  the  plalntU.     The  Defendiuta 

1   mared  the  next  term  before  Judrment  for  ■  new  trrill  and   nrged  hla 

Mitt,  be  denied  at  ftnt  Itant  be  sn'*  anr,  but  whea  ttaej  offered  to  make  oatb 

Rit,  tL*  aald.  a  raih  promlae  ouiht  not  to  be  kept,   and  neret  would  (rant  tben 

■Itw   Tljall;    wberebf   they    loat   their   Cborch  and   tbe   DIaaenteia   bare  erer 

e  bad  It.   

—  Col.  mat.  N.  T.  tL  p.  8. 

Chabtkb  of  the  Chubch  or  Sohbnbctadt,  N.  T. 

Adodst  23,  1734. 

!.  TUamm  asd  TiTui  OF  THE  EiHo  aud  BErBBBNGX  to  pBTrnoif 

FOB    A.    ChABTBB. 

of  God  of  Great ._ 

TO  all   to   whom  these  preaenta  aball  come. 


I    Kins  1 
I   «nde(l 


:h  GreetlDs; 


Wberraa  ire  bare  been  iDlormed  br  tbe  hnmble  petition  of  oar  loTlnc  Snbjeeta 
KInhcrdt  Irlckeaen,  Joho  Bereutse  [wemp],  Qenlt  aimonae  Veeder,  Simon  Troo- 
■an.   Robert   Yaau.    Sander  LsnBlnck,  Abraham  Tmai,   Abraham  Qlcn  aud  A 


jnelae  Bndl.  the  atettot  uiJaister.  Ildeia  and  Deacoaa  of  the  Dnteb  Protca> 
.    ^l  CoDgrt^Dtlon  Id  t<i'hpaecladr,  In  oar  Count;  of  Albany,  precented  to  onr  tmatr 

and    well    belorrd    WLlUsm    CottDj.    Eiq.,    oar   Captain    Oearral    and    Qovemor   Id 

Chief  of  oar  FroTlacF  ot  Nen  York.  New  Jeraef  and  Terrltorlea  thereon  dependinf 
-    la  America,  anil   Tloe  Admlrol  ot  ihp  aama  and  CoU'   In  onr  Armj,  that  t^e  aall 

Utnlater,    Bldarn   and    Oeacona  and    CM   rett  ot   tb*  Comnnnlcanta   ot   the  aald 

OoBgratatton 

II.  Thxib  Fbopebtt. 

Bbt*  rt  tbair  own  eharse  bnllt  a  New  Cbnrcb  In  the  Town  of  Sebtnectadr  afon- 
Mid,  ud  tha  aame  bare  dedicated  to  the  Almlibtr  Qod.  bnt  (or  the  want  of  being 
lacmarated  tber  are  m>t  Capable  of  Becelrlnt  or  acceptlDi  of  inch  Dooatlonn 
M  ploM  Daalfncd  Feraoni  are  or  mar  be  dlipoaed  to  >lTt  nnto  them,  or  of  Pot- 
ibaalni  an7  Laada  or  Tenementa  for  tbe  nac  of  aald  Church; 

HL  Sbooitii  Kxfsbxbox  to  thbib  Fbtition  ;  Bequbst  fob  Iit- 

OOBPOKATIOIT    FOB    THB    CoSFIBUATtOlT    OF    THBIB    PbOFEBTT, 

AUD  THB  FbZE  KzBBOIBX  OF  THSnt  KeLIOIOH. 

Wbcrefore  In  their  Mid  tanmbU  petition  the;  hare 
Patmt  to  lacorporate  them  and  the  reat  of  the  Comi 

lata  a  bodr  Politick  and  Corporate,  In  Deed,  fact  ana  name  ana  Dirie  oi  me 
Htnlatna,  Bidera  and  Deacon*  of  tbe  Bcformed  Protestant  Doteh  Cbnrch  ot 
Beh«aectad7  In  tb*  Conntj  of  Albany,  and  thereby  alao  to  crant  onto  uld  Corpo- 
lathM  and  their  ncceaaoia  forever,  the  new  Charcb  aforeaald  and  the  (roanda 
whanon  tb*  same  ataada:  and  alao  to  Ki*nt  and  aecnre  nnto  them  and  tbeir  ne- 
naaiiii  tbe  free  eierclae  and  enloyment  of  all  their  elrll  and  RfIIcIodb  BIghta. 
and  lb*  LIberCr  of  Worablplnx  Ood  according  to  Conatltntlona  and  Dlrectlona  of 
th*  BafOrmed  Church  In  Holland,  approTed  and  Inatltnted  by  the  National  Synod 
•f  Doit,  wbkb  Petition  w*  being  willing  to  grant,  and  being  Willing  In  particular 
faTor  to  tb*  plena  jpurpoaea  of  onr  Lorlng  Babjecta  In  free  BierclH  and  Enjoy- 
■•at  of  all  their  CItIII  nnd  Bellglona  Blgbts  appertaining  onto  them  In  maooer 
aforiatid  ••  « —  ' — ' —  "-••■—•-    ---•  .-  —  


IV.  Bequests  Qbantbd.    Naub  of  the  InooBPOKATiOK. 
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Minister,  Blden  and  Detcons  and  the  reat  of  the  Oommunicanti  of  the  Mid  mv 
Dutch  Church  In  Schenectady  aforesaid,  be  and  shall  be  from  time  to  time  tad  it 
all  times  forever  hereafter,  a  body  Corporate  and  Politick  In  Deed,  flact  and  luua^ 
by  the  name  of  the  Minister.  Bldera  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protettm 
Dntch  Church  of  Schenectady  in  the  County  of  Albany,  and  them  and  their  mt 
cessors  by  the  name  of  the  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Pn- 
testant  Dutch  Church  of  Schenectady  In  the  County  of  AltMUiy.  one  body  Gorponti 
and  Politick  In  Deed,  fact  and  name,  really  and  fully  We  do  for  ns  our  Helxi  al 
Successors  erect,  make.  Constitute  Declare  and  Create  by  these  presents 

And  that  by  the  same  name  they  and  their  successors  may  and  ahall  liaft  i» 
petual  succession,  and  shall  and  may  be  Persons  able  and  Capable  In  the  law 
to  Sue  and  be  sued,  to  plead  and  be  Impleaded,  to  answer,  and  be  anaweifd,  nl 
Defend  and  be  Defended  in  all  and  singular  Suits.  Canses»  Quarreli^  MattBi 
Actions  and  things  of  what  kind  and  nature  so  erer: 

V.  Bights  and  Privileoxs  of  said  Corpobatiov. 

1.  Bights  in  Law. 

And  also  that  they  and  their  successors  (by  the  aame  name)  be  and  AaU  to 
forever  Capable  and  Able  in  Law  to  hare,  take,  accept  of.  Acquire  and  porehsie 
in  fee  and  forever,  or  for  Life  or  Lives,  or  for  years,  any  mesavafes,  bnildlBpi 
Houses,  Lands,  Tenements,  Hereditaments  and  real  estate,  and  the  same  to  LtMt 
or  Demise  for  one  or  more  years,  or  to  grant,  alien.  Bargain,  Sell  and  dispost  «f 
for  Life,  or  Lives  or  forever  under  certain  yearly  rents;  and  also  to  aceept  tl 
take,  and  possess  and  Purchase  any  Gooda,  Chattela,  or  Personal  Bstatc  ana  thi 
aame  Lett,  Sell  or  Dispose  of  at  will  and  pleasure;  and  all  this  as  fally  ss  •» 
other  our  Liege  People,  or  any  Corporation  and  body  Politick  within  that  part  if 
our  Kingdom  of  Great  Brittaln  Called  England,  or  this  our  Province,  may  Lav- 
fully  do: —  Provided  that  such  Messuages  and  real  estate  as  they  or  their  8•^ 
cessors  shall  have,  or  may  be  entitled  to.  shall  not  at  any  one  time  exceed  tke 

? early  Rent  of  Two  hundred  pounds  Current  Money  of  our  said  Provlnee  ef  Nev 
ork,  over  and  above  the  Church  and  ground  on  which  the  asms  Is  Bfccttd,  BiUt 
and  stands: — 

2.  Right  to  a  Seal. 

And  further  we  do  will  and  grant  that  they  the  aaid  Minister,  Blden  sid 
DeacoDs  and  their  successors  shall  and  may  forever  hereafter  have  a  Commoe 
Seal  to  serve  and  use  for  all  Matters,  Causes,  things  and  affairs  whatsoever,  of 
them  and  their  Successors:  and  the  same  Seal  to  alter,  change,  break  and  flMk» 
new  from  time  to  time,  at  their  will  and  pleasure  as  they  think  fit; 

3.  Perfect  Beligiovs  Liberty  to  be  Enjoyed. 

And  we  have  thought  fltt  and  hereby  Publish,  Grant  ordain  and  Declare  thit 
our  Royal  will  and  pleasure  Is,  that  no  Person  in  Communion  of  the  said  Reformed 
Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  Schenectady  as  aforesaid,  at  any  time  hereafter,  shall 
be  any  ways  molested,  punished,  disquieted  or  Called  In  Question  for  any  differeiiee 
in  opinion  In  matters  of  the  Protestant  Religion,  who  do  not  actually  disturb  the 
Civil  Peace  of  our  said  Province,  but  that  all  and  every  person  and  persons  Is 
Communion  of  the  said  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  Schenectady  afor^ 
said,  may  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  freely  and  fully  have  aad 
enjoy  his  and  their  own  Judgements  and  Consciences  In  matters  of  the  protestant 
religious  Concernments  of  the  said  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  According 
to  the  Constitutions  and  directions  aforesaid,  they  behaving  themselves  peaceably 
and  Quietly,  and  not  using  this  Liberty  to  Licentiousness,  or  profaneness,  nor  to 
the  Civil  Injury  or  outward  Disturbance  of  Others,  any  Law,  Statute,  usage  or 
custom  of  that  part  of  our  Kingdom  of  Great  Brittaln  called  England,  or  of  thli 
our  Province  to  the  Contrary  hereof  in  any  ways  notwithstanding: — 

4.  Perpetiuil  Succession. 

And  for  the  better  ordering  and  managing  the  affairs  and  business  of  the  said 
Corporation  and  Church,  We  do  for  us,  our  Heirs  and  Successors  Ordain,  direct 
and  appoint  that  there  shall  be  a  perpetual  Succession  of  ministers  for  the  service 
of  God  and  the  Instruction  of  the  Communicants  and  Members  of  the  said  Church 
In  the  Christian  faith,  according  to  the  Constitutions  and  Directions  aforesaid  and 
that  the  present  Minister  and  every  other  Minister  or  Ministers  of  the  said  Churcb 
hereafter  to  be  called,  chosen  or  appointed,  shall  each  of  them  respectively  remain 
and  Continue  to  be  a  minister  of  the  said  church,  so  long  as  the  Elders  and 
Deacons  of  the  said  Church  for  the  time  being  and  all  those,  who  heretofore  have 
been  or  hereafter  shall  have  been  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  said  Chnreh  or  tht 
MMjor  part  ot  them  shall  think  proper*. — 
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VT.  Beoijlations  fob  said  Cobpobatioit. 
1.  Number  of  Elders  and  Deacons. 


\ 


Aai  farther  we  will,  ordain  and  bj  these  presents  for  us  onr  Heirs  and  SaG> 
^  ^JMors  do  Declare  and  appoint  that  for  the  better  Ordering  and  managing  the 
*  llklrs  and  business  of  the  said  Corporation,  there  shall  be  four  Elders  and  four 
SiMoas  from  time  to  time  Constituted,  Elected  and  Chosen  out  of  the  Members 
«f  nld  Church  Inhabiting  in  Schenectadj  for  the  time  being,  in  such  manner  and 
Ml  as  is  hereafter  in  these  presents  expressed,  which  Persons  together  with  the 
Iflnlster  or  the  Major  part  of  them  for  the  time  being  shall  apply  themselves  to 
tike  care  for  the  best  disposing  and  Ordering  the  general  business  and  affairs  of 
Od  concerning  the  said  Church  and  of  and  concerning  all  such  Lands,  Tenement^ 
Hereditaments,  real  and  personal  Estate  as  shall,  or  may  be  acquired  as  aforesaid: — 

2.  Naming  of  Present  Minister,  and  Elders  and  Deacons. 

And  for  the  better  execution  of  our  Eoyal  pleasure  herein,  We  do  for  us,  our 
Rcfrs  and  Successors  Assign,  name.  Constitute  and  appoint  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Bin- 
lerdt  Brrlcksen  to  be  the  present  Minister  of  the  said  Church,  and  the  aforesaid 
^bha  Barentse  Wemp.  Gerrit  Simonse  Veeder.  Simon  Vrooman,  and  Eobert  Yaats 
to  be  the  present  Elders  of  the  said  Church,  and  Sander  Lanslck,  Abraham  Treuax, 
^Abraham  Glen  and  Arent  Samuelse  Bratt  to  be  the  present  Deacons  of  the  said 
Chvrch,  which  Elders  and  Deacons  are  to  continue  In  the  said  sererai  offices  re- 
ipeetlTely  until  others  be  duly  chosen  to  officiate  in  their  rooms,  in  manner  as  is 
aenliiAfter  expressed: — 

8.  Calling  of  Meetings.    Election  of  Elders  and  Deacons. 

Aad  further  we  do  will  and  by  these  presents  for  us  our  Heirs  and  Successors 
4o  ordain,  appoint  and  Direct  that  the  minister  of  said  Church  for  the  time  being, 
or  In  his  absence  from  sickness  or  otherwise,  the  first  Elder  of  the  said  Church  for 
the  time  being  shall  and  may  from  time  to  time,  upon  all  occasions  Assemble  and 
Call  together  the  said  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  said  Church  for  the  time  being, 
to  consult  and  adrise  of  the  business  and  affairs  of  the  said  church: — 

And  further  our  will  and  pleasure  Is  and  we  do  for  us,  our  Heirs  and  Successors^ 
Establish,  appoint  and  Direct  that  on  the  first  Saturday  in  December  next  the 
Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  said  Church,  or  the  Major  part  of  them  shall, 
at  tJie  said  church  chuse,  nominate  and  appoint  two  of  the  communicants  of  the 
said  Church  to  serve  as  Elders  of  the  said  church  for  the  next  ensuing  year,  la 
the  Booms  and  stead  of  Jan  Barentse  Wemp  and  Gerrit  Simonse  Veeder,  and  also 
two  other  of  the  said  Communicants  to  serve  as  Deacons  for  the  next  easuing  year 
In  the  rooms  and  stead  of  Sander  Lansinck  and  Abraham  Treuax  which  said  two 
Elders  and  Deacons  so  newly  chosen  and  elected  as  aforesaid  shall  on  New  Years 
Ihiy  next  ensueing  their  nomination  and  election,  Enter  upon  and  take  their  re- 
spective places  and  continue  in  and  exercise  their  said  respective  offices,  until 
siher  fltt  persons  shall  be  Regularly  Chosen  In  their  respective  rooms; 

And  we  do  for  us,  our  Heirs  and  Successors  Grant,  appoint  and  direct  that 
yearlj  once  in  the  year  forever  hereafter,  after  the  First  Day  of  January  next 
easning,  that  is  to  say  on  the  first  Saturday  in  I>ecember  in  every  year,  at  the  said 
ehvrch,  the  Ministers  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  said  Church  for  the  time  being, 
or  the  Major  part  of  them  shall  nominate,  appoint  and  chuse  two  of  the  Com- 
mnalcaats  of  the  said  Church  that  shall  succeed  in  the  offices  of  Elders,  and  two 
others  of  their  communicants  that  shall  succeed  as  Deacons  in  the  room,  place 
aad  stead  of  the  two  oldest  Elders  and  two  oldest  Deacons  for  the  year  ensuing, 
which  two  Elders  and  Deacons  so  newly  chosen  and  Elected  as  last  aforesaid  shall 
on  New  Tears  Day  next  ensueing  their  nominations  of  Election  take  their  re» 
spectlve  places  and  continue  in  and  Execute  their  respective  offices,  from  that  time 
until  other  fitt  persons  be  respectively  Elected  In  their  respective  rooms  and 
places: — 

And  if  It  shall  happen  that  any  or  either  of  the  aforesaid  Elders  and  Deacons  so 
to  be  Elected,  nominated  or  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  dye,  or  be  removed,  or 
deny,  refuse  or  neglect  to  officiate  In  the  said  respective  offices  of  Elders  or  Deacons 
before  their  or  either  of  their  time  for  Serving  therein  be  expired,  that  then  and 
la  every  such  case  It  shall  and  may  be  Lawful  for  the  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons 
of  the  said  church  for  the  time  being,  or  the  Major  part  of  them  to  proceed  la 
manner  aforesaid  to  a  new  Election  of  one  or  more  of  their  communicants  in  the 
room  or  place  of  such  Officer,  or  officers  dying  or  Removing  or  denying,  refusing 
or  Neglecting  to  officiate  in  his  or  their  respective  office  or  offices  as  aforesaid; — 

4.  Choice  of  Ministers. 

Aad  farther  oar  will  and  pleasure  is,   and  we  do,  for  us,  our  Heirs  and  8ue- 
I>telare  and  Grant  that  the  Patronage,  Adowson,  Donation  or  PresentatVo^ 
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of  and  to  the  said  church  after  the  Decease  or  remoral  of  the  aald  prmat 
later,  or  next  avoidance,  ahall  appertain  and  belong  to  and  be  hereby  reftcd 
the  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  said  Reformed  Protestant  Church  of  Bdiei 
for  the  time  being  and  their  successors  forerer,  together  with  all  anch  as 
fore  have  been  or  hereafter  shall  hsTC  been  Elders  or  Deacons  of  the  said  Chi 
or  the  Major  part  of  them; — Provided  allways  that  the  succeeding  MInlsten 
shall  be  bj  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them  presented,  called.  Instituted  tad  kh 
ducted  Into  the  said   Church,   shall  bear  true  Faith  and  allegiance  onto  n,  M 
Heirs  and  Successors  anything  contained  herein  to  the  contrary  thereof  In  uf 
wise  notwithstanding: — 

And  our  will  and  pleasure  Is,  and  we  do  further  bj  these  presents  Grsat  til 
Declare  that  the  said  present  Minister  and  Incumbent  and  all  others,  who  thai 
hereafter  be  Ministers  of  the  said  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  and  ikil 
have  the  care  of  the  Souls  of  the  said  members  of  the  said  ^urch,  shall  not  WH^ 
shall  an  J  of  them,  be  removed  from  the  said  church  or  care  onlesa  bj  and  wtt 
the  Direction,  consent  and  approbation  of  the  Eldera  and  Deacons  and  all  tkm] 
that  have  been  or  shall  have  oeen.  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Said  Cahorch,  or  tlii 
Major  part  of  them; — 

6.  Deacons.    Alms. 

And  our  further  will  and  pleasure  Is,  and  we  do  hereby  further  Declare  that  H 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Deacons  of  the  said  church  for  the  time  beli( 
or  any  other  person  Sufficiently  Authorised  by  them,  at  all  and  any  time  or  tlan 
when  the  members  of  the  said  church,  or  any  of  them,  meet  and  Assemble  ti' 
gether  In  the  said  church  for  the  publlck  worship  or  Service  of  God,  to  collect  isl 
Gather  together  the  free  and  voluntary  alms  of  the  members  of  the  said  chnrd, 
or  other  persons  congregsted  as  aforesaid,  which  Alms  are  to  be  employed  bj  tke 
Elders  and  Deacons  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  unto  such  pisoi 
and  charitable  uses  as  they  and  their  Successors  or  the  major  part  of  them  at  tlMli 
Discretion  shall  think  Convenient  and  Needful; — 

And  our  will  and  pleasure  further  Is,  and  we  do  hereby  Declare  that  from  tiM 
to  time  as  need  shall  require,  one  or  more  able  Minister  or  Ministers  LawtnUr 
ordained  according  to  the  Constitutions  and  Directions  aforesaid,  shall  and  My 
be  Nominated,  Elected,  Called  and  Inducted  Into  the  said  Protestant  Dutch  Chnrdk 
(by  the  same  persons,  after  the  same  manner  and  in  the  same  form  as  Is  bcfiHt 
Directed  and  Declared,  in  Case  the  said  Church  or  Cure  (?)  shall  be  vacant  eltkr 
by  the  death  or  removal  of  the  present  Minister  or  Incumbent),  to  be  a  PreaAcr 
or  Preachers  and  Assistants  to  toe  said  Minister  and  his  Successors,  In  the  Cde 
bratlon  of  the  Divine  offices  of  praying  and  Preaching  and  other  Dutys  Incidcit 
to  and  to  be  performed  In  the  said  Church  as  shall  oe  required  of  him  by  tk» 
minlBtera.  KMors  and  Deacons  of  the  said  (^urch,  for  the  time  belnir,  or  the  Major 

gart  of  them  and  shall  likewise  from  time  to  time  Nominate  a  bell-ringer  and 
cxton  and  auch  other  under  officers  as  they  shall  stand  In  need  of.  to  remain  in 
their  respective  Offices  so  Iodr  as  the  Minister.  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  nid 
Church  for  the  time  being,  or  the  Major  part  of  them,  shall  think  fltt; — 

VII.  Privileges  Allowed  said  Corporatioit. 
1.  May  Change  their  Time  of  Meeting. 

And  we  do  of  our  Fnrthor  ppeclall  Grace.  Certain  knowledge  and  meer  Motion. 
Give  and  Grant  unto  Iho  said  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  said  (^nrch 
and  their  Sucow^pofk  forever,  that  the  Minister  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  ttld 
Church  for  the  tlin«»  bplugr  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  have  and  we  htte 
hereby  given  and  Ciranted  unto  them,  full  power  and  authority  from  time  to  tiae 
and  at  all  times  hereafter,  to  appoint,  nlt.pr  and  ehanfre  such  davs  and  times  of 
meetings  as  they,  or  the  Major  part  of  them  shall  think  fltt, 

2.  May  Receive  Members,  and  Appoint  other  Officers. 

And  to  rhooRe.  Nominate  and  Appoint  such  and  so  many  of  our  Liege  people  li 
they,  or  the  Major  part  of  them,  Khnll  think  fltt,  who  shall  be  willing  to  accept  of 
belnsr  Members  of  tlielr  snld  Church  and  O>rponitlon  and  body  Politick,  and  them 
into  the  same  to  admitt,  and  to  Elect  and  Conntltute  such  other  officer  and  offlcert, 
as  they,  or  the  Major  part  of  them  shall  think  fltt  and  requisite  for  the  Oidtilnc 
Managing  and  dispatching  the  affairs  of  the  said  <?hurch  and  (Corporation; — 


3.  May  Change  their  Rules. 


And  from  time  to  time  to  make,  ordain  and  constitute  such  rules.  Orders  o< 
OrdlDMDcea  for  the  Good  dlsc\p\VT\e  nivA  "WcsA  ot  \.Vv<i  Members  of  the  aald  Churck 
and  corporation,  as  they  or  t\ie  Mu^ot  p^vn  ol  Wv^ixa  %Cti«\\  WasJt  ^\x,  %ck  \3^t.  those 
mJea,  orders  and  Ordinance*  be  not  Te^\istia.Ti\.  lo  Wi^  \a.^%  ol  >2^«x.  vvix  ^  «b 
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of  Great  Brlttaln  called  England  and  of  this  our  Prorlnee,  or  dissonant 
principles  of  our  Protestant  Religion,  but  as  near  as  maj  be  agreeable  to 
wa  of  that  part  of  our  Kingdom  of  Great  Brlttaln  called  England,  and  Con- 
to  tbe  Articles  of  faith  ana  Worship  of  God  Agreed  upon  bj  the  aforesaid 
•f  Doit; — 

VIlL  Final  Ratification  of  theib  Title,  Etc. 
1.  Bight  to  their  Real  Estate. 

ftether  know  je  that  we  of  our  abundant  Grace,  certain  knowledge  and 
n^^Have  glTen,  Granted,  Ratified  and  Confirmed,  and  by  these  presents 
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,«■•  oor  uelrs  and  successors,  do  glye.  Grant,  Ratifye  and  Confirm  unto  the 

I  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of 

iscetadj  In  the  County  of  Albany  and  their  Successors,  all  that  the  said  Church 

tlM  jotNind  on  which  the  same  stands,  which  said  ground  Is  in  Breadth  from 

'  to  west  Blxty-flve  feet,  and  In  Length  from  North  to  South  Eighty  feet, 

2.  Bight  to  their  Income. 

an  bencflti.  Profits  and  appurtenances  to  the  same  belonging,  or  In  anywise 


8.  For  the  Particular  Use  Indicated. 

Vi  htTC  and  to  hold  all  and  singular  the  premises  aforesaid,  with  the  appurte- 
■■to  them  the  said  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant 
Chnrch  of  Schenectady  In  the  County  of  Albany  aforesaid  and  their  Sno- 
i:  to  their  only  proper  use  and  behoof  forever, 

4.  Ownership  of  the  Most  Honorable  Kind. 

A  bt  bolden  of  ns,  our  Heirs  and  Successors  in  free  and  common  Socage  as  of 
9W  Ifaunor  of  Bast  Greenwich  in  our  County  of  Kent,  with  that  part  of  out 
SoidOB  o<  Great  BrltUln  called  England 

5.  For  a  Nominal  Bent. 

Ileldlng;  rendering  and  paying  therefor  Yearljr  and  erery  Year  forerer  unto  ns. 
W  Heirs  and  Successors  on  the  feast  day  of  the  Annunciation  of  the  blessed 
Jqla  Mary,  at  our  Citr  of  New  York,  the  Annual  rent  of  fiye  shillings  Current 
jhisy  of  our  said  Province,  in  Lieu  and  Stead  of  all  other  rents,  Dues,  Serricea* 
iUy^  Claims  and  Demands  Whatsoerer  for  the  premises; — 

6.  Bight  to  Bebuild. 

.And  wo  do  farther  will  and  grant  that  in  case  it  should  happen  the  said  Church* 
g  any  aeddent,  happen  to  be  burned,  fall  down  or  come  to  ruin,  tbe  Minister, 
iidtia  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  Schenectady  in 
Aa  County  of  Albany  for  the  time  being  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  and  may 
Hlld  and  Bract  another  Church,  In  the  same  or  In  any  other  place  In  Schenectady 

7.  To  be  Construed  Most  Favorably,  Etc. 

laatlj  wa  do  for  us,  our  Heirs  and  Successors,  Ordain  and  Grant  vato  tha 

aaM  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  said  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church 
WltMn  Schenectady  aforesaid  and  their  Successors,  by  these  presents,  that  this  our 
Oimnt  ahan  be  firm,  good,  effectual  and  available  in  all  things  to  the  Law  to  all 
Intcreata,  eonstmctions  and  purposes  whatsoever,  according  to  our  true  Intent  and 
taniag  herein  before  declared;  and  shall  be  construed,  reputed  and  adjudged  in 
all  caaea  moat  favorable  on  the  behalf  and  for  the  best  benefit  and  behoof  of  the 
aald  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of 
fldMncctady  and  their  Successors,  Although  Express  mention  of  the  yearly  valna 
ar  atrtalnty  of  the  premises,  or  any  of  them,  in  these  presents.  Is  not  named  or 
ta.  Aet.  Oralnance,  Provision,  Proclamation,  or  restriction  heretofore  hsd^ 
_  jetcd*  Ordained  or  Prorided,  or  any  other  matter,  clanaa,  OT  thVni  "^^iX- 
IV  Us  ta#  OomiFmij  hereof  aotwitbtUiDding, 
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8.  Signed  and  Sealed. 

In  Teftimomr  whereof  we  have  caused  theae  oar  Letters  to  be  made  pttnt; 
tbe  Great  Seal  of  our  said  Proyince  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloTed  William  Cosby,  Esq.,  Captain  Qeasfal 
GoTemor  In  Chief  of  our  Province  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  and  Terrttsilttj 
thereon  depending  In  America,  and  Vice  Admlrall  of  the  same,  and  OoUoaell  W 
our  Army  In,  by  and  with  the  adTlce  and  consent  of  our  Coundll  of  our  ProrlieN 
of  New  York,  at  our  Fort  George  In  New  York  the  twenty  third  of  August  la  tht-; 
Xlghth  year  of  our  Belgn,  Annoq  Domini  1784. 

Fred'k  Morris,  D.  8c^. 
—  Hist,  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  Schenectady,  pp.  ^Mttk 

Classis  of  Amstbrdaic 

Acta  of  the  Deputies. 

Eev.  Kals.    Kev.  Frelinghuysen, 

1734,  September  6th.  Two  letters  were  read,  from  Ben. 
Engel  and  Seljn.  The  case  of  Bev.  Kals  was  acted  on  finallji 
(preemptoir)  and  by  order  of  Classis,  commnnicated  to  the  Noble 
Estimable  Society  (of  Suriname).  The  Deputies  give  an  aoeount 
of  the  letters  of  Rev.  Frielinghuysen,  and  the  authorized  repre- 
sentatives of  Karitan.  The  Deputies  receive  instruction  to  noti^ 
the  Messrs.  Directors,     zxii.  257. 

Acts  of  thb  Classis  of  Amstebdaic 

Case  of  Eev.  Frelinghuysen  and  Earitan. 

1734,  Sept.  6th.  The  following  letters  from  New  Netlle^ 
land  were  read  by  the  Eev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras,  touching 
specially  the  affairs  of  Earitan:  viz., 

1.  A  letter  from  Eev.  Frielinghuysen  and  the  Consistory  of 
Karitan,  addressed  to  the  discontented  members  of  (the  church  of) 
Karitan  and  Millstone  (now  Harlingen)  of  August  26,  1733.  In 
this  they  declare  that  they  will  conduct  themselves  in  all  things, 
in  accordance  with  the  letter  of  the  Eev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam 
of  October  19,  1732,  and  offer,  in  compliance  with  the  intention 
of  Classis,  to  make  peace  with  the  others. 

2.  Also  a  letter  from  the  malcontents  of  Earitan,  and  their 
fellow  members  of  Millstone,  (now  Harlingen)  to  Eev.  Frieling- 
huysen and  his  Consistory,  of  September  27,  1733,  in  which,  on 
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nvr  party  they  also  make  offer  of  peace  and  retmion;  and  for 
purpose  propose  several  Peace- Articles. 
Another  letter,  sent  bj[  Eev.  Frielinghuysen  and  his  Oon- 
to  the  aforesaid  complainants,  and  their  fellow  members 
Hillstone,  (now  Harlingen),  of  October  10,  1733,  in  reply  t<f 
just  mentioned,  in  which  they  approve  of  all  the  proposed 
mce- Articles,  so  far  as  concerns  all  material  points;  and  they 
Bcept  of  them,  suggesting  only  a  few  modifications  to  some  of 
ie  said  articles;  and  finally, 

4.  A  letter  from  Rev.  Frielinghuysen  and  his  Consistory,  to 
L«  Rev.  Clasais  of  Amsterdam,  of  November  25,  1733,  in  which 
icy  make  known  that  the  resolution  of  the  Bev.  Classis  in  re- 
iid  to  the  excommunicated  ones,  has  so  far,  already,  been  carried 
BEt  They  also  gave  notice  that  they  are  willing  to. effect  com- 
lete  peace  and  reunion  with  the  discontented,  as  is  shown  by  the 
wo  letters  appended.  But  they  submit  for  consideration, 
rhether  it  is  not  best,  according  to  their  proposition  made  to  the 
liscontented,  for  them  unitedly  to  make  out  a  joint  call,  for  some 
nimster,  in  that  land,  (America),  and  who  together  with  Rev. 
frielinghuysen,  could  take  charge  of  the  entire  work  of  the 
rtrious  churches  in  the  Raritan  (valley) ;  and  yet  they,  (the  Con- 
Bstoiy)  will  be  disposed,  if  the  Classis  should  send  someone,  to 
noeive  him  with  all  proper  respect. 

The  Classis  was  pleased  to  observe  from  these  letters  the 
BotTial  disposition  to  peace  and  reunion  of  the  congregations,  and 
qyproved  the  Peace- Articles,  proposed,  by  the  one  side,  and  ao- 
Mpted  by  the  other  side,  in  their  totality,  as  well  as  separately* 
the  Classis  directs  their  Deputies  to  draw  up  letters  both  to  Rev. 
•nelinghuysen  with  his  Consistory,  as  well  as  to  the  Complain- 
ttts  both  at  Raritan  and  at  Millstone,  (now  Harlingen),  to  make 
aown  the  pleasure  of  the  Rev.  Classis  in  the  premises.  The 
lid  Messrs.  Deputies  are  also  recommended  to  make  certain  com- 
lents  on  those  few  points  on  which  the  parties  seem  to  differ; 
id  to  submit^  especially  to  the  consideration  of  the  said  Com- 
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plainants,  whether  they  ooixld  not  agree  with  the  othen^ 
to  Her.  Frielinghuysen's  proposition,  to  cell  a  lawful 
there  in  that  country;  inagmuoh  as  no  suitable  peoceon  bad 
come  to  the  notice  of  the  01as8i%  who  could  be  sent  thither, 
if  they  desire  that  one  should  be  sent  from  here^  that  ihea 
Olassis  would  look  about  for  a  suitable  person,    ad.  16T-U8. 

AoTs  OF  THB  Olassis  of  Aicbtxbiuic 

Letter  from  New  Albany. 

1734,  Sept  6th.  A  letter  was  also  handed  in  to  this 
bly,  from  the  Church  of  New  Albany,  by  Mr.  Hagelis.  TUb  kj 
been  receiyed  by  him,  from  Madame,  the  widow  of  Mr.  fn  I 
WalL  It  was  placed  by  the  Key.  Classis  in  the  hands  of  ik 
Messrs.  Deputies  on  foreign  affairs,  in  order  to  report  thenoiii 
due  time.    zL  160. 

Olassis  of  Amstesdaic 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     Fall  of  I784w 

Earitan. 

Extracts  from  letters  received  in  the  year  1784  from  Ifei 
IN^etherland,  about  the  Karitan  case. 

1. 

A  letter  written  by  the  Consistory  of  the  four  comUned  c(M 
gregations  of  the  Earitans,  to  the  disaffected  ones,  dated  Aiigo 
26,  1783.    In  this 

I.  They  make  known  to  them  (the  disaffected),  the  contents 
the  letter  received  by  them,  the  Consistory,  (from  the  Clasa 
and  dated  October  19,  1732.  This  was  intended  to  make  pei 
with  the  disaffected;  to  relieve  those  under  censure;  and  to 
struct  Bev.  Frelinghuysen  to  hold  himself  to  the  rules  of  1 
Netherland  churches. 

n.  The  Consistory  of  the  four  churches  shows  itself  inSt 
to  accommodate  themselves  thereto,  in  all  things,  according 
the  mind  of  the  Bev.  C\aA&\&. 
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H  III,  And  in  order  to  carry  out  this  purpose  of  Classis^  to  invite 

■hem  to  reunion:  and  to  offer,  on  their  part,  to  appoint  time  and 

Maro 

i  2. 


.  A  letter  from  the  diflaffected  ones, 
Vid  their  fellow  members  of  Mill- 
(Harlingen)    to   Rev.   Freliog- 

•nd  his  Consistory,  dated  Sep- 

27,  1733. 

In  whieh  also  on  their  side  thej 
«flcr  to  make  peace:  To  this  end 
proposing   the  following  Articles  of 


Kiit:  That  the  members  who  were 
^iseharged  (from  censure)  bj  or- 
4er  of  Classis,  be  also  treated  mm 
iBteensed  members. 

fiMondly:  That  in  all  things  the 
Nfthtrland  Church-Order  be  fol- 
lowed; and  that  never  another  ser- 
▼iee  be  permitted  in  the  churches 
of  the  Raritans,  than  the  Dutch 
•errioe;  in  conformity  with  that  of 
tts  Netherland  Churches. 


tiirdly:     That  the  minister,  granted 
by  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam 
for  Millstone,    (Harlingen),   being 
aeeepted,  and  having  begun;    Rev. 
Trielinghuysen  and  the  newly  sent 
cmm  shall  be  looked  upon,  from  that 
time  forth,  as  together,  the  minis- 
ters of  all  Raritan  and  Millstone, 
(Harlingen) ;   and  all  those  sepa- 
rate   districts    belonging   to   them, 
shall  be  ministered  unto,  as  is  done 
bf  Revs.   Antonides   and   Freeman 
on  Long  Island. 

For  the  doing  of  this,  arrange- 
mcBta  were  made  and  proposed  aa 
IdlowB: 

L  The  districts  are  named,  where 
tkm  wrvices  are  to  be  rendered  by 
hoik   Old  BMiiUn,  MOUUme,    (Hmm^ 


In  reply  to  this,  serves  the  letter 
of  Rev.  Frielinghuysen  and  his  Con- 
sistory,  sent  to  the  disaffected  fellow- 
members  of  Millstone,  (Harlingen) 
dated  October  10,  1733. 


The  reply  to  the  Peace-articles  it 
follows: 


Granted* 


(Granted. 

1.  To  abide,  as  far  as  is  praetieap 
ble,  in  those  countries,  by  the  Church- 
Order,  discipline,  and  formula;  id. 

2.  Never  to  let  anyone  but  an  or- 
thodox Reformed  minister  preach; 
but  to  give  the  privilege  to  the  Con- 
sistory and  congregation  of  a  church, 
(when  it  was  not  thdr  turn  to  hear 
the  actual  pastor,)  to  let  a  minister 
preach  of  the  same  confession,  but  of 
another  languags. 
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Ungttii),  Six  Wlm  Bim,  Bmaswiek* 
North  Bnnoh,  (Baadington). 

S.  Thi&x  would  eorno  to  aa  agTM* 
BMnt  with  eaeh  other  about  tho  build- 
liig  of  tho  chorehM  at  Six  Milo  Bua 
and  Bmiifwiok. 

8.  All  tho  distrida  aaiiiitd  ahonld 
btar  tha  ezpenia  of  tha  niw  paraon- 
ag%  to  ba  built  for  tha  praaohar 
about  to  ooma;  araa  aa  thaj  oontrib- 
Qtad  towarda  Bar.  FriaUnghujaeii'a 
kouaa. 

4.  That  both  tha  miniatara  ahould 
ba  paid  I7  all  tha  diatriota  jointlj, 
aaoh  aoeording  to  tha  terma  in  hia 
call;  ao  that  novarthalaaa  it  ahould 
ba  aaan  to  mutually  even  up  alao  the 
aalariea,  in  agreement  with  tha  equal 
aarvicea  of  the  miniatara. 


Tourtiilj:  Further,  towarda  tha  aa- 
tabliiimient  of  the  general  CSon- 
aiatorj,  it  ia  propoaed: 

1.  That  on  the  arrival  of  the  new 
minister,  then  the  Rev.  Frielinghuy- 
aen  and  the  new  minister  with  Rev. 
Frielinghuysen's  Consistoiy,  shall  to- 
gether elect  half  of  the  Consistory- 
members,  from  each  district,  over  the 
entire  Raritans  and  Millstone  (Har- 
lingen). 


0OBa  awaaptlw  it  aada  I 
Only  two  eoMgi^atJona  had 
Bar.  FriaUiifl^ayMBfa  honaa 
peal  to  tha  arraangea  of  the  I 
aalaiyi  but  tlMny  wfll  do  tW 


No  diraet  replj  ia  uada  ti 
but  if  their  haarara  haazd  the 
and  had  thia  law(r)  fran 
Submit  tat  aonaidaraAlaa  if  i 
not  bettw,  that  tha|y,  togathi 
atill  another  miniatar.  flonvp 
are  willing  to  grant  equal  a 
if  the  miniatara  render  eqn 
▼iees;  but  do  not  know  bow  i 
be  affeetad. 


Granted. 

1.  In  general,  that  the  m 
jointly    arrange    between    the 
iiegarding    the    appointment 
Consistory. 

2.  But  th^  think  that  ao 
to  the  22nd  Article  of  the  i 
Order,  this  appointment  be  n 
the  Consistory  then  in  aeti 
Tice;  and  with  the  other  pari 
delegates,  together  with  the 
ters. 


S.  That  then  Bey.  Frdinghuysen, 
and  the  minister  who  has  arrived, 
and  the  delegates  from  the  com- 
plainants, and  the  Consistory  of 
Millstone  (Harlingen),  shall  also 
elect  the  other  half  of  the  entire 
Consistory  from  each  district;  and 
that  then  the  two  elected  halves  shall 
be  installed  as  one  Consistory  eaoh 
in  and  over  their  district. 


3.  Nevertheless,  for  the  s 
peace,  they  will  treat  of  thii 
when  the  minister  shall  have  1 
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:  then,  for  the  first  year,  the 
hose  who  are  oldest  in  years, 
-vice,  shall  retire,  according 
ly  be  agreed  on  before  the 
nd  subsequently,  eywy  year, 
which  has  be«n  longest  in 
lall  retire.) 

Eirding  the  mode  of  action  in 
eral  Consistory: 

iny  dispute  shall  arise  with* 
»ngregation,  which,  according 
h-Order,  cannot  be  settled  by 
iich  dispute  was  to  be  left 
>e8ides  their  ministers,  pro- 
I  dispute  was  not  about  them. 

'o  the  advisory  decision  of 
Formed  Dutch  ministers,  as 
9doz  and  are  in  correspond- 
th  the  high  Rev.  Classis 
terdam;  whose  deliverance 
then    be,    provisionally,    fol- 


Granted. 
Unless  the  situation  or  the  welfare 
of   the   congregation   should   require 
otherwise,  according  to  the  Church* 
Order:     Article  22. 


Qranted. 
But  reference  is  made  to  the 
Church-Order,  Article  76.  This  spe- 
cifies for  this,  if  the  dispute  is  in 
the  open  country,  the  two  nearest 
neighboring  churches  should  attend 
to  it;  but  nevertheless  we  will  over- 
look this  also. 
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hat  the  entire  dispute,  and 
isory  deliverance,  shall  then 
over,  as  soon  as  possible  to 
sis  of  Amsterdam,  requesting 
deliverance.  This  having 
ained  shall  also  be  strictly 


Qranted. 
Provided     that     Qassis     be 
troubled  with  matters  which 
settled  by  themselvea. 


not 


at  in  the  future,  they  shall 
emselves  steadfastly  subject 
cclesiastical  matters,  to  the 
in  order  to  prevent  all  fur- 
ungement  in  the  churches  of 
^ons. 

lat  all  those  who  should 
er  to  them  from  other  con- 
ns, with  proper  certificates, 
s  hdd  to  the  same  terms. 


at  all  preachers,  Dutch  Re- 
ninisters  in  subordination  to 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  shall 
[properly  respected. 

the  promotion  of  the  reunion 
w  upon  these  proposed  Arti* 


Granted. 
To  accept  the  certificates,  and  to 
record  them  as  members;  but  with 
the  privilege  of  investigating  whether 
they  are  ignorant,  or  offensive;  and 
to  keep  those  out. 

Granted. 
For  this  is  proper. 
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(1)  That  theM  Articlee  should  be 
■igned  by  all,  both  on  the  part  of 
Rev.  Frielinghuysen  and  his  Consia- 
tory;  and  by  them  individually. 

(2)  That  the  signed  Articles  should 
be  read  from  the  pulpit,  both  in  the 
Baritans;  and  at  MilUtone  (Harlin- 
gen),  so  far  as  they  refer  to  them; 
that  every  one  might  know  of  the 
peace  effected,  and  might  adapt  himr 
self  thereto,  provisionally. 

(5)  That  all  these  Articles  shall  h% 
sent  over  to  the  High  Rev.  Glassis  of 
Amsterdam,  to  await  its  (final  de- 
cisions), as  the  competent  Classical 
Judge,  according  to  Church-Order, 
Art.  36;  and  to  adapt  themselves 
thereto  as  soon  as  the  injunctions  of 
their  High  Rev'd's  shall  have  been 
received. 

(4)  And,  especially  that  the  Clas- 
■ieal  decisions  shall  be  signed  by  all 
members  of  the  Consistory  who  shall 
then  be  in  office,  together  with  their 
ministers. 

(6)  Every  year  this  must  also  b« 
done  by  the  newly  incoming  members, 
elders  and  deacons,  before  their  in- 
stallation. 

N.  B.  To  this  they  ask  an  answer 
at  the  earliest  opportunity.  The  let- 
ter was  signed  by  the  following,  at 
commissioners  of  their  fellow-mem- 
bers, in  the  Raritans  and  at  Mill- 
atone,  (Harlingen);  Peter  du  Mont, 
Simon  Wykhof,  Henry  Vroom,  Daniel 
Sebering,  Gort  van  Voories,  Barent 
Stryker,  Reinier  Vechten. 


Oraat«d» 


Gnuitid» 


Orantad. 


Granted. 


Extract  from  a  letter  of  Rev.  Frelinghuyseii  and  lis  ( 
rristory,  written  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  dated,  Not 
ber  26,  1733. 

They  refer  themselves,  in  respect  to  their  compliance  ^ 
Claasical  order  regarding  the  disaffected,  to  the  Classis  of  J 
18.  xxii.  277-28 
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Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Kcts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

le  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Bev.  T.  J.  Frelinghuysen,  etc 

October  4,  1734.     xxix.  151,  No.  30. 

Her.   Frelinghuysen  and  the  other  memben  of  OoniiBtary  of  the  four  com- 
bined congregationB  at  Baretana: 

icTerend  Learned  and  Highly  Esteemed  Brethren: —  Yonr  letter  of  NoTember 
li,  1733,  with  the  enclosed  papers,  we  duly  recelTed,  and  read  ¥rith  joy.  The 
T.   Classis   learned   with   the  greatest   satisfaction   your   readiness   to   execute 

decisions,  not  only  in  regard  to  the  restoration  of  the  members  under  censure, 
t  especially  in  making  peace  ¥rith  those  who  had  complained.  Thus  there  is 
m  a  complete  restoration  of  peace  and  unity  in  your  congregations.  To  this  yoo 
■olntely  and  Toluntarlly  committed  yourselyes  in  your  letter  of  August  26,  1738. 
^ot  less  was  the  Classis  rejoiced  at  the  success  of  the  offer  on  the  part  of  the 
■aplalnanU.  They  in  their  letter  to  you,  of  September  27,  1733,  earnestly  sought 
»ee  and  reunion,  according  to  the  suggestion  of  Classis.  To  this  end  they  send 
D  a  draught  of  Articles,  upon  which,  as  they  thought,  peace  and  reunion  could 

effected.  We  percelye  in  your  reply,  in  connection  with  the  people  of  Mllston, 
iarllBgen),  to  said  Complainants,  of  October  lOth  1733,  that  these  Articles  were 
prored  by  you  and  accepted;  or  at  least  the  principal  ones  were  accepted,  th* 
Serencea  relating  only  to  some  minor  points. 

Claasis  thanks  Qod  for  your  mutual  loving  desires  for  peace,  and  for  th« 
Tangements  thus  agreed  to;  and  hopes  that  the  salutary  scheme  will  soon  b* 
Jly  accomplished,  and  hare  a  long  and  blessed  continuance.  In  order  to  do  this 
ay  yon  become  more  heartily  one  in  faith  and  charity;  in  the  rcTcrence  of  God's 
tme,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  peace,  ruliag  in  your  hearts;  and  thus  abid« 
I  Christ. 

The  ReT.  Classis  seeks,  as  much  as  lies  In  her  power,  to  co-operate  with  you  in 
tils  work.  She  therefore  despatches  her  answer  as  quickly  as  possible,  in  accord- 
nee  with  yonr  common  request,  to  examine  and  ratify  the  draught  proposed  and 
<cepted. 

"The  Rey.  Classis  fully  approves  of  the  proposals  which  hare  been  mutually 
accepted,  and  ratifies  them  by  her  final  decision.  She  also  requests  the  brethren 
rf  each  side,  according  to  said  Plan,  and  so  far  as  they  have  already  come  into 
fefKement,  to  confirm  the  peace,  that  the  associated  churches  may  be  properly 
loremed.  Let  everything  be  done  to  secure  the  signing  of  the  Articles,  and  the 
tMiTing  them  read  before  the  congregations,  according  to  the  terms  specified  in 
^  nme." 

The  Rer.  Classis  will  not  attempt  to  decide  the  minor  points  about  which  there 
yet  seems  to  be  some  difference  of  opinion,  such  as  the  settling  the  costs  of  build- 
^  a  new  parsonage.  These  are  best  understood  and  can  be  more  properly  set- 
tled among  yourselves.  Neither  would  we  show,  by  too  minute  directions  about 
MQparatively  unimportant  circumstances,  that  we  have  any  doubts  of  the  one  side 
^  the  other;  for  thus  this  important  business  might  be  retarded.  Nevertheless  the 
Classis  has  carefully  pondered  one  or  two  of  the  Articles,  wherein  they  meet 
^ith  some  difficulties: 

I  For  example,  with  regard  to  Article  2:  "  That  in  all  things  the  Dutch 
Iturch-Order  be  followed;  that  none  other  than  the  Dutch  service,  In  conformity 
tth  the  churches  of  the  Netherlands,  be  permitted  in  the  churches  of  the 
tretans'*. 

Yoo  accept  this  with  this  distinction;  never  to  admit  any  other  minister  to  the 
^rvice  than  an  orthodox  Reformed  minister  of  the  same  Confession,  although  of 
lother  language. 

Worthy  Brethren:  It  does  seem,  indeed,  on  the  side  of  the  proposers,  (the  Com- 
ainants,)  to  limit  matters  too  narrowly,  by  excluding  every  other  language.  But 
CL)  We  add,  you  can  easily  understand  what  language  they  must  have  in  view. 
I  It  not,  indeed,  the  English  language?  Now  you  know  as  well  as  ourselves* 
ist  altbongh  the  orthodoxy  of  the  orthodox  brethren  of  the  l&ngUtIk  naUou  cicbp 
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not  be  doubted;  yet  there  are  many  of  that  people  and  tongue,  wandecm 
New  Netherlands   who  would  be  recognised  as  orthodox  ma  little  by  the 
terlanB  as  by  the  Episcopal  Church  of  England. 

(2)  And  then  also.  It  la  frequently  difficult  here  In   Holland  to  dlseoftr 
heterodoxy  of  certain   ones  who   creep   secretly  Into  the  chorehea.    Hov 
more  so  would  It  be  In  a  country  where  the  political  conatltntlon 
Tery  special  attention  to  such  matters. 

(3)  One  might  be  well  known  as  orthodox,  baring  giren  abondAmt  proofli 
by  his  public  ministrations;  yet«  if  he  had   not  been  ordained  aecordlsf  ti 
Church-Order  of  the  Netherlands,   he  ought  tb  be  sToided,  bceaase  lie  kM 
accepted   such    Church-Order,    with   its   Discipline   and    Formnlaa;  and  Im 
promised  to  hold  himself  to  them. 

Therefore,  Worthy  .  Brethren,  the  Rer.  Classis  hat  ita  anxieties  whether 
distinction  — **  an  orthodox  minister,  but  of  another  language  *%  althoofk  It 
meet  with  no  objection  from  the  proposers  of  these  Articles,   (the  Cbmi 
may  not  In  the  future  lead   to  difficulties   and   disputea.    nierefwe  the 
judges  that  It  will  be  safest  not  to  insist  upon  the  amendment  "bat  of 
language";   or  If  retained,   to  add,   but  "ordained   according  to  Dutch 
Order,    lawfully    called,    examined    and    ordained,    with    the    acceptance  of 
Formulas  *'. 

II.  With  reference  to  a  second  minister,  who  would  be  equal  In  ill 
with  Rey.  Frlellnghuysen;  as  is  the  case  on  Long  Island,  where  tliere  ire 
ministers:    Now  the  Complainants  at  Raretans,  with  their  adherents  at 
(Harllngen),  want  a  minister  from  over  here.    We  hare  already  granted 
request  to  the  church  at  Mllston.    But  we  Judge  It  best  that  yon  should  ulttl 
calling  a  new  pastor  for  your  locality.    The  Classis  acknowledges  that  It  li 
the  same  to  her,  as  long  as  there  Is  unanimity,  which  eyer  way  It  goes.  Nc 
theless,  should  the  Brethren  who  haye  proposed  these  Articles,  especially  thoM 
Mllston,  Insist  upon  a  minister  from  oyer  here,   (for  themseWes),  we  cosid  irt ! 
refuse  them,  because  of  our  former  resolution  and  promise. 

III.  There  is  still  a  single  remark  by  the  Classis  regarding  your  receptlaiiC- 
eertlflcates  of  members  who  come  to  you  from  other  quarters^  Tou  deriie  ti 
record  tbolr  names,  but  also  determine  to  make  Inquiries  about  them,  In  wdr 
to  keep  uway  those  who  are  iKnorant  or  troublesome.  The  latter,  when  theb 
charaf'tt^rs  are  known,  may  certainly  with  propriety  be  kept  away.  But  tgnoniA 
Brethren,  without  any  other  reason,  does  not  make  one  liable  to  censure,  aocecd- 
iDg  to  the  Netherland  Church-Order,  unless  he  persistently  remains  Ignoiut,  h 
spite  of  all  Instruction.  But  Invest igat ion,  Instruction,  and  encouragemeot  ue 
nerossary  to  them  In  order  that  they  may  learn  how  to  show  forth  the  Loift 
death. 

We  now  think  we  have  Bufflclently  replied  to  your  letter  with  Its  eDCloMl 
documents.  You  know  our  opinions.  We  have  giyen  you  the  decision  of  OuM 
In  plain  language,  to  the  execution  of  which,  both  parties  have  bound  themielTtt 
We  earnestly  desire  that  all  this  may  be  Immediately  done  by  you.  This  weezpMt 
to  hear  In  your  reply.  We  remain  meanwhile.  In  accordance  with  the  Word  rf 
God,  and  we  hope  also  that  you  remain,  in  the  possession  of  a  good  coiiKlence 

In  the  name  of  all. 

Etc.,  etc 
Amsterdam,  October  4,  1734. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Messrs.  Peter  Du  Mont,  Simon  Wyt 
hof,  Henry  Vroom  and  others,  the  Committee  at  Earetan,  with 
associates  at  Milston  (Harlingen),  October  4,  1734.  xxix.  IM* 
No.  31. 

Worthy   Brethren: — The  Classis  has  learned  with  much   satisfaction  that  Bcv* 
Frlellnghuysen  and  the  other  members  of  the  Consistory  of  Raretana,  hare  eo» 
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with  the  resolatlon  of  the  Rey.  Classls,   encloBed  In  a  letter  to  them  of 

!r  19,  1732.    Not  only  haye  they  released  the  censured  members  from  their 

ire,  bnt  they  haye  shown  their  willingness  to  make  peace,  according  to  the 

of  Bey.  Classls,  by  Inviting  you.  In  a   letter  dated   August  28,   1788,  to  a 

tnce  with  them.    With   no   less  Joy   did   the   Bey.   Classls   receive  —  in  a 

from  Rey.  Frlellnghuysen  and  his  Consistory,  dated  November  2K,  1788,  In 

they  confirm  the  reiv>rt  —  a  document  or  letter  from  you  to  them,  dated 

iber  27,  1733,  wherein  you,  on  your  part,  show  no  less  readiness  to  promote 

and  union,  on  such  conditions,  as  could  effect  this  object  with  the  divine 

and  make  it  perpetual.    To  this  end  you  drafted  certain  Articles  and 

:9ttauited  them. 

It  greatly  griltlfles  the  Rev.  Classls  that  Rev.  Frlellnghuysen  and  his  Consistory, 
tlie  main,  approved  your  Plan  and  conceded  everything,   except   some  minor 
which  yet  remain  open;  as  also  appears  from  their  letter  to  you  of  October 
1788.    Meantime  the  Classls  think  that  this  effort  for  peace  should  be  con- 
I  soon  as  possible.    This  Is  also  hoped  for  by  both  you  and  them,  accord- 
to  the  Plan  set  forth.    Therefore  the  Classls  expresses  its  complete  accept- 
of  said  Plan,  and  complies  with  your  mutual  request  for  the  ratification  of 
tka  nme.    (Here  is  repeated  the  formal  ratification  of  Letter  of  October  4,  1734, 
to  Frlellnghuysen.) 

We  heartily  pray  that  the  God  of  all  grace  and  Peace  may  rule  in  your  hearts 
%7  Ids  Spirit,  and  unite  your  hearts  together  in  the  fear  of  his  name,  in  the  bond 
^  charity.    Let  a  gentle  spirit  be  shown  that  the  church  of  our  Lord  may  be 
tent  up  in  those  countries,  and  be  consecrated  to  the  only  Shepherd,  as  a  habi- 
j;      tatlon  of  truth  and  righteousness. 
1^  Thomas  Van  Son,  Pres,  etc. 

Peter   Zaunsllfer,   Scrlba,   etc. 
Amsterdam,  October  4,  1734. 

P.  8.  It  may  be  necessary  to  call  to  mind  the  points  of  difference.  In  I.  Art  2, 
"  yon  require  that  in  all  things  the  Dutch  Church-Order  be  adhered  to  ".  This 
li  acc^ted  by  them.  But  you  add,  **And  never  any  other  services  than  the 
Ihitchy  In  conformity  with  the  Netherland  churches,  be  permitted  In  the  churches 
of  Baretans ".  They  have  agreed  to  this  with  a  limitation:  "  Never  Indeed  to 
admit  any  other  minister  than  an  orthodox  Reformed  Minister  of  the  same  Con- 
feasloii,  although  he  preach  In  another  language  ".  The  omission  of  reference  to 
laaguage  on  your  part  may  have  been  because  you  did  not  find  It  convenient  to 
■pedfy.  If  they  will  agree  to  omit  the  reference  to  language,  Classls  will  be 
aatisfled;  bnt  if  they  Insist  on  the  insertion  of  this  clause,  it  might  be  yielded  to 
them  with  this  addition:  "  But  ordained  according  to  the  Dutch  Church-Order, 
betng  lawfully  called,  examined  and  ordained,  with  adoption  of  the  Formulas  ". 
In  this  way  you  will  be  safe  against  what  you  fear. 

XL  In  reference  to  the  matter  of  calling  a  second  pastor.  You  expect  to  secure 
a  pastor  from  Holland,  even  as  this  has  already  been  granted  to  the  people  of 
Milaton,  (Harllngen),  who  however,  consider  it  best  to  unite  with  you  In  calling 
a  pastor. 

The  Rev.  Classls  leaves  It  to  your  judgment  whether  their  request  is  particu- 
larly objectionable,  if  you  could  agree  upon  the  person.  It  would  certainly 
accelerate  the  Important  work  of  your  church  to  have  a  second  pastor.  But  it 
is  uncertain  when  the  Classls  will  be  able  to  send  you  a  second  minister.  For 
a  long  time  now,  no  suitable  person  has  offered  himself,  and  we  fear  none  will 
very  soon.  If,  however,  for  reasons  better  known  to  yourselves  than  to  us,  you 
still  persist  In  wanting  another  pastor  from  Holland,  we  will,  of  course,  adhere 
to  our  former  resolution  and  promise,  and  use  every  endeavor  to  procure  one  for 
yon,  hoping  that  circumstances  will  favor  us  In  our  effort.  We  await  your  reply 
as  soon  as  convenient. 

UL  (There  is  no  Important  change  in  this  from  the  same  paragraph  In  pre- 
ceding letter.) 

41 
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AOT8  OF  THB  QujUnS  OV  AlJgTBMIUir, 

Letter  from  STew  Albany. 

1784,  Oct  4th.    A  letter  from  New  Albftiiy  wmb  read. 
Acta  of  preceding  Olassis.    It  was  found  tibat  the  dmioh 
requests  a  minister  who  preaches  in  both  Gexman  and  Dntaki 
a  salary  of  L.  70,  with  fire  wood.    Without  BpeeUjiog  the 
of  these  livres  or  pounds^  etc,  the  Olassis  leavea  this  matter 
mended  to  the  gentlemen,  their  Deputies  for  f oreagn  aiEni^ 
act  in  this  connection  pro  re  naia.    zL  167. 

C1.A8SI8  OF  AMSTEBnAK. 

Act8«  of  the  Deputies. 
Bey.  Eals. 

1784,  Oct.  9th.  1.  Beplies  to  the  letters  of  the  Beva.  Afl 
and  Selyn  were  read.  The  report  of  the  D^uty  of  their  «• 
mission,  to  the  Oentlemen  of  the  Society,  about  the  case  of  Bsr. 
Kals,  was  presented. 

2.  Letters  to  the  Raritans  were  read.  Bev.  E^als  requeeUi 
certificate  from  the  Assembly,  (and)  a  meeting  on  that  occaaoik 

The  Deputies  bring  in  a  report  from  the  Noble  EstimaUe^ 
The  Messrs.  Directors  of  the  West  (India  Company?)  regarding 
Bev.  Ketelarius. 

Approval  of  a  book  against  the  Hatemisten.     xxiL  258. 

JouBNAL  OF  New  Yobk  Council. 

1734,  Not.  1.    William  CoBby,  Qoyernor. 

Assembly  sent  an  Act  to  the  Conncil,  entitled,  "An  Act  for  raising  tlie  imn  ^ 
fifty  pounds  in  the  township  of  Schenectady,  for  making  their  old  choreb  d^ 
fenslble,  and  other  fortifications  In  the  said  town.*'  Council  Journal,  64L  Beii 
Committed,  641.    Passed  etc.  S48.    Enacted,  645,  (Not.  18,  17S4). 

ZiNZENDOBP. 

1734,  Dec.  19.  Tubingen  University  confers  Lnthenn 
"  Orders  "  on  Court  Zinzendorf .     Hamilton,  446. 
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ovEKjsroB  OosBY  TO  THE  LoBDs  OF  Tbade.    Dec.  7, 1784.    (See 

Nov.  9,  1788). 

Mohawk  Flatts.     Sites  of  Churches. 


How  my  LordB  am  to  the  landi  yon  desire  to  be  Informed  of,  !•  certainly  that 
mux  of  land,  that  the  Kohoki  nation  has  pat  nnder  the  protection  of  the  crown 
ta  tnut  for  them  they  are  called  the  Kohock  flatt,  where  we  hare  a  Oerreson, 
nd  are  generally  compnted  at  about  twelve  hundred  acara,  tho  moit  people  that 
feSft  aeen  It,  say.  It  la  not  quite  so  much  by  yerry  near  all  the  lands  quil  around 
i^  to  Ck>d  knows  where  the  Ifohoks  clalme,  and  there  are  many  and  many  thirty 
tfeOQsand  Acars  but  not  an  acar  as  I  could  ever  leame  of  flatta  or  clear  Meadow 
Ind,  being  erery  foot  (except  this  twelve  hundred  acars)  all  the  country  besides 
Mag  all  wood  lands,  and  most  of  them  for  some  miles  each  aide  the  Mohoks 
lifer  already  granted  long  since.   So  that  those  that  sent  your  Lordships  infor- 
mation in   an   unknown    hand    designed   only   an    impossition   upon    you,    being 
ailttmed  to  put  their  names  to  it,  knowing  the  assertion  to  be  fails. 


—  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Tl.  pp.  24,  26. 


Episoopaliais^s. 

17M.  Ber.  Henry  Barclay,  (son  of  Bev.  Thomas  Barclay),  settles  among  the 
Mohawks.  Ordained  in  England,  1737.  Diz's  Hist  Trinity  Church,  1.  287-8. 
Ipitfae's  Annals  of  Episcopal  Church,  v.  92.  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  t.  1,  88»  814. 
8ttl7M. 

Acts  op  the  Classis  op  Amstebdak. 

Letters  Despatched. 

1735,  Jan.  11th.  According  to  the  report  submitted  bj  the 
Kessrs.  Deputies  on  Foreign  Affairs,  they  had  written  in  pur- 
suance of  resolution  of  Classis,  to  Kevs.  Klein  and  Engel;  also  to 
the  Consistory  of  Paramaribo.  Also  those  two  letters  to  the 
oiinister  and  members  of  the  church  at  Raritan,  etc.,  which  were 
read  at  the  Assembly  last  held,  and  approved,  had  been 
despatchecL     xL  170. 

Letter  from  New  Albany. 

The  letter  from  New  Albany,  see  the  Acta  CI.  preced.,  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  BeT.  Beels,  to  answer  It.    zi.  171. 

Classis  op  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Ministers  at  New  York,  January 

11,  1735.     xxix.  160.     No.  32. 

Bmrerend  Bin  and  Macb-esteemed  Brethren: — Our  last  to  yOTl,  Oc\.o\i«  ^,  VWR, 
rmm  off  *»  9oon  mg  opportunity  offered,  together  with  the  ^Vii>it^i  ol  lYke  %iitfA 
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of  North  Holland,  held  that  jetLP  at  Bdain.    W«  hop*  boUi  ««•  MfMIr 
filnee  then  we  hare  not  heard  from  7011.    We  ahaU  thAMCon  1»  hcteCv 
aanaL    We  write  this  letter  onlj  aa  a  companion  of  tlia  lUniitas  of  the  Bgmi 
North  Holland,  held  in  Jnlj,  1784,  at  Alkmaar,  aa  proof  of  onr  Intacwt  tat 
and  our  desire  and  request  for  the  contlnnanca  of  oar  matnally 
and  fraternal  correspondence. 

In  onr  last  we  referred  to  onr  embarraasment  in  fiTprioalai  ft  iaal 
upon  the  case  of  Rer.  Frtellnghnysen.    We  wonld  haTO  beta  oMtgsd  to  is 
howerer,  by  this  time,  if  it  had  remained  in  the  same  eondltioa.    Bat 
stances  hare  greatly  changed  for  the  better.    This  we  leam  fkom  Isttsn  saft 
last  year,  1784,  (1788?)  by  Rer.  Frielinghnyaen.    He  inform  na  that  ha 
pared  to  conduct  himself  according  to  the  resolution  we  MBt  him  In  im 
that  end  he  had  written  to  the  CSommlttee  at  the  Baretans^  and  had  dadiwi 
he  and  his  Consistory  were  disposed  to  make  peace.    That  OommittBa  tkm 
him  certain  Articles,  upon  which  they  were  willing  to  maka 
gationa  at  Baretans,  and  of  Milston  (Harlingen)  to  enjoy  agoal 
aerrices  by  himself  and  another  pastor.    The  principal  Artlelaa  wsia 
by  liim  and  his  Consistory,  excepting  some  few  points.    The  original 
of  this  correspondence  were  sent  to  Classls,  and  both  stdaa  left  tha 
the  decision  of  Classls.    The  Classls  approred  the  aaid  Artldea  and  rcMlvit 
peace  should  be  re-established  upon  that  basis,  and  the  chnrChea  atmd  sa 
stated.    The  Rer.  Classls  has  also  written  to  each  of  the  eontraettng 
particular,  and  suggested  ways  of  settling  the  points  still  In  dlapnte* 

The   principal   point   in  our  opinion,   yet  in  dispute  la   thla: 
Frellnghuysen  and  his   Consistory,   in  conjunction   with  the   Ooaunlttas  tf  tt^l 
Baretans  (the  old  Complainants)  should  call  a  pastor  to  be  a  eoUaagas  tf  ~ 
Frellnghuysen;  or  whether  we  iriiould  simply  send  a  pastor  ttom  ban. 
Classls  haa  requested  the  Committee  to  act  according  to  their  own  geo 
and  to  write  to  us  their  wishes  as  soon  as  possible. 

We  hare  nothing  further  to  add.   Sirs  and   Brethren,   except  to  fSpMt  Mi 
more  that  we  are  disposed  to  manifest  in  erery  way  our  eoteem  for  ysn^  of^ 
to  give  advice  to  fbe  brethren;  preserying  and  encouraging  the  correspondcsee  li 
your  yery  promising  field  of  labor,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Church  of  Jesus. 

We  should  be  especially  pleased  if  we  could  receive  from  you  some  Plan,  vklel 
might  tend  to  promote  the  union  of  the  Dutch  churches  in  your  portion  of  tit 
world,  In  doctrine  and  ecclesiastical  business,  according  to  the  Church-Order,  tsl 
the  resolutions  of  Synod  —  but  without  Impairing  our  Correspondence— ettktf 
by  holding  a  yearly  Convention,  or  in  such  other  way  as  you  may  tlilnk  bcit 

Be  commended,  Brethren,  to  God  and  the  Word  of  His  Grace,  by  ua,  who  11% 
etc.,  etc. 

Thos.  Van  Son,  Prea.,  etc. 
Peter  Zaunallfer,   Scriba,  ete. 
Amsterdam,  January  U,  1736. 

QovEENOB  Cosby  to  the  Lobds  op  Trade. 
An  Act  to  allow  Quakers  to  vote. 

New  York,  June  10>  ITK. 


No.  2.  An  Act  for  granting  to  the  people  called  Qualcers,  residing  within  tlili 
Colony,  the  same  Priveledges,  benefltts  and  Indulgencles  as  by  the  lawi  tai 
Statutes,  now  remaining  of  force  In  that  part  of  Great  Brlttaln  called  WnclittJi 
the  people  of  that  denomination  are  Intituled  unto,  within  those  dominions. 

Under  the  former  Acts  of  Assembly  the  Quakers  could  not  vote  for  AssesiMf 
men  without  taking  oath.  Its  certain  they  are  not  the  most  tractable  peopls 
where  they  are  numerous  as  In  one  or  two  Counties  they  are.  IPassed  A|l 
80,  1734.] 


—  CqX.  ia\*x.  ^,  T.  N^^,  -l^.  ^tf^  11, 
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Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

Sxtract  from  a  Letter  from  Earitan,  of  July  8,  1785. 

In.  this  they  give  expression  to  their  pleasure  at  seeing  that 
Bev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  had  approved  their  proposals  for 
with  the  disaffected,  as  indicated  by  the  missive  of  October 
1784;  that'rhese  Peace-Articles,  accompanying  this,  were  read 
their  four  churches.     This  had  had  such  effect,  that  several 
ected  ones  had  left  the  Millstone  (Harlingen)  church  and 
themselves  again  to  them;  and  although  no  union  had  yet 
>!l)8en  effected,  nevertheless  no  new  troublous  disturbances  had 

-  fliuen  between  the  parties;  the  reason  of  this  (failure  of  union) 

-  1w^  as  the  disaffected  ones  stated,  because  the  Peace  had  not  been 
f  fleeted  within  the  three  months  specified. 

BTevertheless,   the   Consistory   of  Earitan,  before   the   three 
aonths  fixed  by  the  Classis  had  elapsed,  had  made  them  an  offer; 
hit  as  the  Consistory  represents  it,  the  real  reasons  were,  that  the 
Bltjority,  at  least  of  the'Commissioners,  do  not  seek  peace.    This, 
tke  Consistory  confimts  by  the  Sisa^ected  ones'  own  words  and 
•cts:  namely,  that  the  people  of  North  Branch  (Eeadington)  had 
kired,  as  they  express  it,  as  their  preaclfer,  for  a  year,  one  Eev. 
(John  B.)  Eieger,  who  went  there  (to  America,  in  1731,)  without 
%  call,  vpith  the  Germans  from  the  Palatinate;  that  he  had  already 
Jireached  for  the  disaffected  ones  at  Millstone  (Harlingen),  and 
that  these  also  (as  the  rumor  runs)  had  accepted  him  as  their 
^ninister;  notwithstanding  that  he  held  several  of  the  ideas  of  the 
canrupt  pietists:  being  an  enemy  of  Predestination,  and  an  advo- 
cate of  the  Eestoration  of  all  things:  and  that  even  reprobates 
lurve  heard  these  things  out  of  his  own  mouth,  and  have  disputed 
with  him  about  them.    They  say  further,  that  the  disaffected  ones, 
who  reside  in  the  localities  called  Six  Mile  Eun  and  Three  Mile 
Bon,  hold  meetings  on  the  Sabbath  among  themselves,  at  which  a 
aermon  is  read,  even  when  there  is  preaching  in  lYi^  VviYKL\.^\ 
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nayertlieleBfl^  this  is  with  little  hurt  to  their  ehnmbfiB;  for,  in 
of  this^  thfiijr  are  beoomizig  too  amalL    That  duzmg  aU  this 
no  salarjr  was  paid  to  Bey.  Frielinghuyseiiy  and  nothing  was 
towards  the  erection  of  the  dhuroh;  although  fheae  diaaileeted 
had  been  requested  to  do  so,  and  they  were  asanrBd  at  the 
time  that  they  should  have  the  same  ri^ts  in  the  duizdi  with 
others:  that  they  demanded  many  oanditiona  of  the 
and  lay  many  burdens  upon  them.    Now  all  of  iheee  ibn^gi  tkf 
look  upon  as  proofs  that  the  disaffected  desire  no  peace. 

They  submit,  therefore,  for  consideration,  whether  it  wodl 
[nott]  tend  to  more  disquiet,  if  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  dumld 
call  and  send  a  minister  for  those  of  Millstone,  (Harlingen),  not 
the  Millstone  river  was  a  dividing  line,  and  the  hearera  of  Bif. 
Frielinghuysen  live  on  either  side  of  it  Of  these  some  beknytD 
the  church  of  Korth  Branch,  (Keadington),  and  others  to  that  d' 
Baritan^  (Somerville) ;  and  some  to  that  of  Six  Mile  Bon.  Ttaa 
the  Millstone  (Harlingen)  congregation,  consisting  of  disafliwhi 
ones,  lying  scattered  among  the  four  churches  of  Bev.  FrieBng* 
huysen,  belonged  to  his  congregation.  Therefore,  the  ConsiBUny 
of  the  four  churches  of  the  Baritans  think  that  no  other  mimster 
should  be  appointed  during  the  life  of  their  present  preacher,  or 
at  least  without  his  consent;  or  that  by  the  same,  any  other  chmdi 
should  be  set  up,  (organized),  as  this  would  conflict  with  God's 
Word  and  the  Netherland  Ohurch-Order. 

They  think,  moreover,  that  it  will  be  too  hard  on  them  to  aid  ia 
building  a  house  for  the  Millstone  (Harlingen)  minister,  inasmuch 
as  hitherto,  they  have  supported  their  pastor  alone^  and  without 
the  half  of  the  disaffected  ones;  and  as  this  touches  the  pocket, 
it  can  hardly  be  settled  to  every  one's  satisfaction.  They  are  of 
the  opinion  that  it  were  better,  and  would  more  fully  serve  towards 
peace  and  edification,  if,  not  the  Classis,  but  they  (the  Consistoiy) 
with  the  disaffected  ones,  made  out  a  new  call  for  a  second  miniA- 
ter,  who  should  preach  as  a  ooUeague  with  theirs,  as  is  done  on 
Long  Island;  and  they  (t\ie  Cona\a\orf^  ^qxs&l^  ^<2^»ca&Dfih  ^hflir 
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ns  (of  preaching)  as  well  as  their  salaries,  among  themselves. 

ey  could  not  at  this  time  call  a  Consistory  meeting,  on  acconnt 

harvest.    In  the  matter  of  a  preacher  in  the  EngUsh  language, 

sy  say^  that  there  are  now  three  English  ministers,  who  are  not 

imps^  as  the  Classis  has  been  wrongly  informed,  but  are  mem- 

fB  of  the  Presbyterian  Classis  and  Synod,  and  who  have  been 

Ued  for  the  English  and  by  the  English  Dissenters,  as  all  such 

B  named,  (excepting  Bomanists,)  who  differ  from  the  English 

Spisoopal)  Church. 

They  excuse  themselves  that  some  of  their  auditors  hear  Eng- 
fth  Presbyterian  ministers,  of  the  Westminster  Confession,  when 
beir  own  minister  preaches  at  a  great  distance  from  them,  and 
hey  also  pay  for  it;  and  he  cannot  prevent  it,  lest  he  create  the 
Qspicion  that  it  is  done  from  an  envious  spirit;  but  they  declare 
bit  it  is  against  his  advice,  that  some  Germans  (Dutch)  help 
long  in  calling  the  English,  so  long  as  orthodox  German, 
Dnytsch,  Dutch)  can  be  had. 

They  ask  whether  they  have  not  the  liberty,  at  the  request  of 
►me  auditors,  (church-goers),  most  all  of  whom  understand  the 
Dglish  language,  to  allow  a  Presbyterian  minister,  a  member  of 
e  Presbytery  and  (of  the  Presbyterian)  Synod,  to  preach  in  some 
'  their  churches?  This  they  have  done,  and  yet  do,  with  Mr. 
snnet,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  called  in  their  manner,  examined 
id  ordained,  a  member  of  their  Classis  (Presbytery)  and  Synod, 
bey  judge  that  if  those  who  are  ordained  after  the  Scotch 
ethod,  must  be  avoided  so  far  that  they  may  not  preach,  or  be 
ttened  to,  in  a  Dutch  Church;  that  then  neither  could  English 
blisters  be  admitted  to  the  Eev.  Classis  (in  Holland). 
As  to  the  denial  of  the  Holy  Supper  to  ignorant  (uninstructed) 
(rsons,  they  point  to  what  has  been  done  by  Reformed  ministers, 
appears  from  the  book,  **  Truth  Triumphant ",  by  Mr. 
erschuer. 

They  further  request  an  impartial  judgment  of  themselves  and 
e  disaffected  ones,  and  mature  consideration  of  the  V7\io\e  TaaX»\*«t* 
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They  are  of  tbe  opinion  that  the  Ker.  Claseis  will  diecoTer,  thit 
any  minister  vho  should  come  there,  from  Holland,  would  bt 
an  ohject  of  pitj;  although  thej,  according  to  their  duty,  vonii 
cause  him  no  trouble. 

They  give  further  assurance  that  they  will  follow  up  the  de- 
cision of  Classis;  and  conclude  with  salutations. 

Was  signed  by  the  Consistory  of  the  four  combined  congi^ 
tions  of  Karitan,  and  iu  the  name  of  all 

T,  J.  Frielinghuysen,  Minister. 
David  Nevius,  Elder  at  Six  Mile  Run. 
John  Van  Neate,  Elder  at  Karitan. 
Andrew  Ten  Eyck, 

Roelof  Voorhees,  Elder  at  Three  Mile  Run. 
Karitan,  July  8,  1735.  xxiL  331,  332. 

[Here  followed  the  Peace  Attlcte*.  as  read  from  the  pnlplts  In  Bsrlun  Id  iu- 
1784;  but  tb«;  are  traDatcrred  to  their  proper  date  Id  these  documenu.  ilthoii^      | 
eDtered  here  In  the  Acts  of  the  Deputies.] 

Rev.  Mfl,  Colqan  to  the  Secbetabt. 

Jamaica  on  Long  Island,  ITK 

Reverend  Sir:  According  to  m;  duty  I  take  this  opportunltj  (or  Bendlni  U 
the  Venerable  Society  the  following  sccouDti  of  alTalra  relating  to  n>7  mlisios.- 
In  my  last  1  gove  the  Inforniflllon  concerning  the  Church  that  b»B  been  lildl 
erected  bere,  of  the  flourlBhlng  and  iieaeeable  condition  It  was  then  In,  sod  U 
this  happj-  Btale  (by  the   RleBBlng  of  God)  It  1b  at  Ihla  preaenL 

ThoBB  of  the  Independent  petsMaelon  who  formerly,  through   their  IgnorsDce  i» 
nnreaBODable   prejudice,   concplved   It   to    be   a    crime   to  Join    with   the   Choccb  li 
DlTlae  Worship,  do  now  very  freely  A  with  all  the  aeemlng  sanctity  A  satlltit 
tlon  tbat  can  be,  come  lo  our  Cburch.  wben  there  Is  no  service  In  tlielr  meetiK 
house.     And    several    of    Ibe    Quakers    at    Flushing,    (n 
chiefly  by  those  sort  ot  people),    do  as  often  as  It  Ib  my   I 
attend  upon  Divine  Service.     This  It  Is  that  opens  a  clear  p 
version  of  many  Souls,  which  Ood  In  bis  own  time  will  niaUc  to  (tic  ime  Cboni 
of  Christ:  Since  my  remoTal  Inlo  this  parish  I  h^A\e  bnptlzed  a  considerable  Don- 
ber  of  Children,  and  eereral  grown  people:  but   ulint   may   be  thonght  worthy  tt 
psRIClilsr   notice  herein   Is   the  esse   of  two   perpiinc.   a    tnna   and   a    wooua.  Tte 
were   brought    np    In    tbc    principles    ft   lived    muuy    years    In    the   prnfesMM  •!  j 
QuakerlBm;   the   Man,    when    apon   his   death   bed.    sent   lor   me;   meevilO^  I 
TiBlted  him  often,  and  he  confessed  before  wltnesaes  that  be  bad   bem  IpstsBt 
of  the  true  bodI  saving  knowledge  of  Cbrlet     That  now  God  was  pleated  t«  «»■  '\ 
the  eyes  of  his  understanding  and  to  give  him  rppcnisnce  to  the  ■ekaftwledilil 
of  the  tmth.    He  earnestly  desired  to  be  baptised  and  said  he  conid  not    ' 
that  peace  of  mind  or  conBclence  till  It  waa  done;  .' 
Sacrament   of  Baptism,    ft  to  all  outward   appean 
The  Woman  when  opon  a  sick  bed  sent  fOt  me,  k 
desired  CbrlBtlan  Baptism;  bnt  her  neara^  -- 

ber,   who   were   Quakers,  endeavmred  I 
MtUag  her  whether  she  thoa^t  the  epi 


OP  THE  State  of  New  Yobk.        2669 

her  Immediately  to  Heayen;  bidding  her  to  remember  what  she  had  learned 

them  In  her  younger  days,  and  not  depart  from  It.     Bat  though  I  was  so 

koately  opposed  In  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  and  this  poor  woman  so  rudely 

at  so  Solemn  a  season  as  that  must  be  of  a  seeming  departure,  yet  I  pro- 

In  the  Office  of  Baptism,  and  she  as  readily  received  It.    But  what  may  give 

ttt  Venerable  Society  some  further  assurance  of  the  success  of  my  ministry  here, 

ttiwgh  the  blessing  of  God,  Is  the  account  I  can  now  give  them  of  another  Church 

ORCtcd  last  April  In  this  Parish,  at  a  place  called  Newtown,  about  five  miles 

Itnm  Jamaica,   where  there  Is  a  considerable  body  of  people  belonging  to  the 

Ouch  of  England.    They  are  a  people  who  by  their  lives  &  conversations  adorn 

p  IMr  religion  &  profession,  and  I  have  hopes  that  others,  seeing  their  good  works, 

ytSB  be  Induced  to  follow  their  example.    I  have  one  thing  now  to  add,  &  that  Is, 

9*  beg  of  the  Honourable  Society  In  behalf  of  many  poor  mistaken  and  Ignorant 

Vtople  here,  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  send  to  this  Parish  a  few  Common 

Itiyer  books,  and  some  of  the  late  Dr.  King's  books,  concerning  the  Inventions 

^  men  in  the  Worship  of  God,  which  I  verily  believe  would  be  of  great  service 

*^og  them;  I  shall  If  they  come  to  my  hands  carefully  dispose  of  them  where 

*tlt  Ukely  they  will  do  most  good.     In  the  meantime  I  beg  leave  to  subscribe 

Myself  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

Thos.    Colgan. 
—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  111.  pp.  191,  182. 

Secbetaby  Popple  to  Govebnob  Cosby.    Feb.  25, 1786. 

Feb.  25,  1786. 
Mohawk  Flatts.    Sites  of  Churches. 

'^o  CoL  Cosby. 

Sir:  Mr.  Livingston  and  Kr.  Storke  having  petitioned  his  Majesty  for  a  large 
^raet  of  Land  upon  the  Mohawks  Blver  of  about  Six  Miles  square,  that  Petition 
^  referred  to  My  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  who  not  being 
^ppriied  whether  some  part  of  the  said  Land  may  not  already  be  granted  to 
%Miie  other  persons  and  whether  the  Mohawk  Indians  may  not  be  seated  on  part 
thereof  In  which  case  It  will  be  highly  Improper  to  give  them  any  umbrage,  I  am 
commanded  to  send  you  a  Copy  of  the  said  petition,  and  to  desire  you  will  as 
aooo  as  possible  send  to  their  Lordships  Your  opinion  and  Observations  at  large 
conecming  the  said  Petition  and  that  you  will  Inform  them  whether  the  Tract 
of  Land  surrender'd  to  the  City  of  Albany  by  the  Mohawks  In  trust  for  them- 
•elres  Is  not  contained  In  the  Tract  now  petitioned  for.  I  am  further  to  acquaint 
yoa  that  their  Lordships  think  It  highly  Improper  that  you  should  make  any 
Orant  of  any  part  of  the  land  described  In  the  aforesaid  petition  before  hla 
Majesty  shall  have  determined  thereupon. 

It  was  with  great  pleasure  that  I  was  Informed  by  a  letter  from  your  Secre- 
tary that  you  are  recovering  from  your  late  dangerous  Illness:  I  hope  the  next 
letters  will  bring  news  of  your  being  quite  well  again,  and  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Servant, 

A.  Popple. 
Whitehall,  Feb.  ye  25th,  1786/6. 

—  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.  vl.  p.  42. 


2670  EcoLESiASTioAL  Beoobds 


786 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  LIEUTENANT-GOVEENOB 
GEOEGE  CLARKE,  MARCH  10,  1736-SEPT.  2,  .1742. 

COBEESPONDENCE  FBOM  AmEBIOA. 

1786,  March  12.    Church  of  Schoharie  to  Classis  of  Amsterdin. 

Not  found. 

COMMISSIONEBS    FOE  InDIAN  AfFAIES  TO  PsESIDEirr  CULHEE. 

Mohawk  Flatts.    Sites  of  Churches. 

Albany,  Kay  17,  17%. 
Kay  it  please  your  Honor. 

Sir:  Captain  Collins  has  communicated  to  ue  the  Commissioners  of  Indlu 
affairs,  your  letter  to  him  of  the  11th  Instant  whereby  we  perceive  you  desire  our 
opinion  concerning  a  Tract  of  Land  Mr.  Storke  and  Mr.  Van  Burgh  LiringstoB 
has  petitioned  His  Majesty  for,  and  whether  any  of  them  be  already  granted  t» 
others,  whether  the  Mohawks  be  seated  on  any  part  of  it  and  whether  tbe 
Mohawk  B^atts  be  included  in  said  Tract. 

We  observe  with  you  that  there  Is  one  course  left  out  but  are  certain  that  a 
great  part  of  the  Land  we  take  to  be  petitioned  for  Is  already  granted  to  othen, 
and  as  we  are  Informed  some  purchases  made  in  the  usual  way  tho'  not  jtt 
granted  by  Patent  and  that  some  of  the  Mohawks  Indians  live  upon  part  of  It 
but  do  not  think  that  the  Mohawk  Flatts  are  Included  therein  But  are  hnmblr 
of  opinion  that  that  way  of  granting  Land  before  purchasing  from  the  natlTei 
may  be  of  ill  consequence  and  alienate  the  minds  of  the  Indians  fh)m  Of 
Majestys  Interest  and  occasion  great  dlylsions  among  the  people  of  this  ProviDce. 
We  most  earnestly  desire  that  your  Honor  and  Council  will  be  pleased  is  tte 
strongest  manner  to  recommend  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  discountenance  toA 
Practice. 
We  are. 

May  it  please  your  Honor, 

Your  Honor's  most  obedient  humble  Servants, 
Signed.         Dirk  Ten  Broeck  Mynder  Schuyler 

In  De  Peyster  Butger  Bieeker 

Edward   Collins  Stevanus  Oroesbeck 

Beyer  Oerrltse  Abraham  Cuijler 

Con.  Cuyler  John   Schuijler,  Jr. 

John   Lansing,  Jr. 
Edward   Holland 
Nlcolaes  Bieeker. 
—  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.  vi.  pp.  68,  ». 

• 

Common  CouNCHi  of  Albany  to  Peesident  Claeke. 

Albany,  May  18th.  173& 

May  it  please  your  Honor:  The  Mayor  communicated  to  this  Board  your  letter 
of  the  11th  Instant  directed  to  Captain  Collins,  whereby  we  perceive  that  jw 
would  have  our  opinion  of  a  certain  Tract  of  Land  in  the  Mohawks  Country  peti- 
tioned for  Messrs.  Storke  and  Van  Brugh  Livingston  to  his  Majesty.  We  therefoK 
shall  endeavor  to  give  you  our  opinion  of  It  and  Its  consequence  according  to  tbe 
best  of  our  Capacity  and  understanding.     In  the  meanwhile  we  join  with  your 
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Seior  In  Opinion  thmt  there  Is  a  course  left  out.    However  we  can  partly  gneas 

^vlere  the  Land  petitioned  for  lyee,  and  are  well  assured  that  great  part  of  said 

Vitct  la  already  patented  and  we  are  credibly  informed  that  there  are  seyeral 

ychases  made  from  the  Ifohawks  In  the  regular  method  for  part  of  said  Tract. 

IVt  ire  also  assured  that  some  of  the  Mohawks  Indians  are  seated  on  part  of  it. 

Mtt  csnnot   concelye   that  any   of   the   Mohawks    Flatts  are  Included   in   those 

laverfect  Boundaries.     We  are  confident  that  the  method  made  use  of  by  those 

QcaUemen  first  to  obtain  a  patent  for  Lands  before  a  purchase  made  from  the 

Xittres  will  prove  of  HI  consequence  and  alienate  the  Indians  from  His  Majestys 

IitCKst  and  create  great  animosities  and  strife  between  them  and  us  and  in  the 

asd  drive  them  to  the  French  So  we  most  earnestly  entreat  your  honor  that  you 

voiiid  in  the  strongest  manner  you  can  sett  forth  the  ill  consequences  of  such 

Vneeedlngs  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  desire  them  to  discountenance  any  such 

fnctices.     We  are, 

ICsy  it  please  your  Honor, 

Your  Honor's  most  obedient   humble   Servants, 
Signed.         Edward  Holland,  Mayor. 

Cornelius  Cuyler,   Alderman. 
Johannes  Evert  Wendell,  Alderman. 
Leendert  Gansewort,  Alderman. 
Tobias  Ryckman,  Alderman. 
Jacob  Tien  Eyck. 
Qerrlt  Brat. 
Anthony  Brat. 

—  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.  vL  pp.  57,  58. 

Pbesident  Olaeke  TO  Sbobetaby  Popple. 

New  York,  May  28th,  1736. 


The  Petitioners  intend  they  say  to  bring  over  Palatlns  to  settle  the  Land  but 
thay  don't  propose  to  oblige  themselves  to  do  it,  nor  do  they  mention  any  time 
fisr  it  nor  any  number  of  familys,  they  forsee  perhaps  that  a  few  years  may 
people  the  Province  from  Germany,  Ireland,  and  other  Parts  of  Europe  and  are 
preparing  before  hand  to  lay  In  for  themselves  an  estate  on  easy  Terms,  for  Sir 
having  often  reflected  on  the  great  concourse  of  People  that  for  almost  twenty 
years  have  flocked  to  Pensilvanla,  from  Germany  and  other  Parts  of  Europe 
and  have  informed  myself  of  the  nature  of  the  Soil  In  General  of  that  Province, 
of  the  price  that  the  proprietors  sell  their  Land  for  and  the  Rents  they  reserve* 
I  concluded  that  if  one  could  induce  some  famllys  to  come  to  this  Province  from 
Europe,  they  would  find  the  lands  so  much  better  than  any  that  are  now  bought 
of  the  Proprietors  of  Pensilvanla  and  the  Terms  on  which  they  may  be  bought  or 
leased  so  easy  that  multitudes  on  their  report  of  these  things,  would  follow  them. 
I  drew  up  therefore  some  proposals,  showed  them  to  Gov.  Cosby  and  having  had 
his  approbation  and  that  of  the  Attorney  and  Surveyor  General,  we  laid  them 
before  the  Governor  and  Council  in  1734  desiring  they  would  make  some  resolves 
engaging  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  Government  for  the  performance  of  the 
Proposals,  as  they  very  readily  did  and  ordered  them  to  be  advertised  printed 
dispersed  In  Europe  but  those  being  only  printed  papers  some  merchants  in 
I>nblln  and  Amsterdam  desired  that  they  may  have  the  proposals  under  the  Seal 
of  the  Government  assuring  us  that  they  could  then  procure  people  to  come  In 
this  we  complyed  and  sent  It  to  them  last  fall  under  the  seal  of  the  Province, 
and  under  the  hands  of  the  Governor  and  Council  and  hope  to  hear  further  from 
them  this  Summer.  The  proposals  were  these  to  grant  no  dealers  of  Land  In  the 
Mohawks  Country  in  two  hundred  acres  to  a  family  to  the  first  five  hundred 
ptoteatant  familys  that  shall  come  from  Europe,  the  Grants  to  be  made  gratis  and 
th«  Lands  to  be  purchased  for  them  the  only  difference  that  they  are  to  be  at 
(bMidea  the  Quitt  Rent  which  is  to  commence  from  the  date  of  the  Patents)  will 
ba  the  surveying  it,  which  will  be  very  little,  we  have  already  some  Lands  pur- 
chased which  we  design  for  this  use  if  the  people  come  In  reaaoiiabX^  WTSi<^\  «L'n!\ 
ttaia  la  met  eDeoangement  aa  Meaara,  Storke  and  Llvlngaton  csiniioX.  %Vv^  \\i«i& 
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and  inch  ai  tliej  cannot  have  In  any  other  PEOTtaeOh  for  no  FraptMani  vfll 
away  their  Land  when  they  can  have  twentj-llTe  poiiada  aad  aode 
them.    Bj  the  propoiaUi  for  glring  away  one  hnndred  thonaeafl  metm  I 
at  oonatderable  ezpenie,  for  parchment,  wax,  engroartng  Boofci  for 
Patent!  and  Oertlflcatea  etc,  the  Ooremor  and  Surreyor  OcBand  at  mm  it\ 
for  they  will  only  eett  their  names  to  the  Borreya  and  MrttJMtMb  the 
General  will  only  be  at  the  expenee  of  copying  paper  for  tlM  Dfaflo  et 
Pateata.    The  proepect  of  adrantage  to  oa  axlaea  fh>m  the  Hipwilation  ttit 
theae  one  hundred  thoniand  acrea  are  eettled  great  nombera  eC  people  vOi 
who  moat  parchaae  of  the  Indiana  and  take  granta  at  their  Mm  eapoaoi 
they  are  not  able  meat  become  Serranta  to  others  who  are  ahto  and  will 

do  It   

—  OoL  mat  N.  T.  tL  piL  Hk  Ht  Mi 

Dutch  Ohttboh  of  ITbw  Yqbx. 
Bules  for  ringing  the  belL 

ISew  Ycac}^  June  6^  17M. 

Consistory  held.    It  was  iinanimouslj  Besolved,  Thit  Imm- 

forthi  in  the  months  of  May,  June,  July  and  Augnsty  tbiU 

ringing  of  the  bell,  before  Church-time  on  Sunday  monmigi  U 

be  at  exactly  half  past  nine  o'clock;  in  the  months  of  Septankii 

October,  March  and  April,  it  shall  be  at  a  quarter  before  tan;  mi 

in  the  months  of  November,  December,  January  and  EBfaniiiy,it 

exactly  ten  o'clock. 

G.  Du  Bois,  p.  t  Praeflei. 

Dutch  Ohubch  of  New  Yobk. 

New  York,  June  14, 1736. 

Consistory  held.    Resolved,  unanimously, 

1.  That  the  bond  of  Wessel  Wessels  be  put  in  execution.         ! 

2.  That  pew  No.  27  in  the  New  Church,  be  sold  for  £4. 

Pbesident  Claeke  to  Seoeetaby  Poppijb. 

Mohawk  Flatts.    Proposals  for  Protestant  Settlers- 
New  York,  June  IS;  173S. 

Sir: —  Yesterday  I  recelyed  from  Kr.  Coldens  own  hand  who  is  now  In  Tovft 
the  enclosed  Map  and  Letter  concerning  the  Land  petitioned  for  by  Storke  iiA 
LlYlngston.  You  will  perceive  Sir,  by  the  Map  that  most  of  the  Land  ooatalMd 
within  the  square  of  six  miles  is  already  panted,  that  which  is  ungranted  oC  it 
is  supposed  to  be  scarce  worth  the  expenee  of  a  Patent,  the  Petittoncrs  thcfeflon 
bad  without  doubt  some  laitbeT  -vVew  vji^  mo«t  i»rob«LblT  it  was  to  gst  a  Qfam 
ot  all  the  Lands  on  that  aide  ot  lAi%  \Lo\iA.N«>uk  "^V^^t  v^ooiox  vu^^'oaDd^xtj^  v^^Mctj 
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iUes  In  length  and  six  mllei  wide.  If  they  had  ancceeded  It  would  hare  opened 
i  door  to  endless  Law  suits  and  contentions  between  them  and  the  present 
nitttitees  and  possessors  of  great  part  of  those  Lands,  and  purchasers  from  the 
Mlana  on  raluable  considerations  of  other  parts  not  yet  patented.  It  would 
Mader  tlie  Settlement  of  the  country.  Notwithstanding  their  pretence  of  people- 
big  It  It  would  rob  the  King  In  His  Qultt  Bents  of  nigh  six  hundred  pounds  a 
y«ar  and  wdold  undoubtedly  drlye  the  Mohocks  and  Onlades  two  of  the  Six 
lUtlons  from  us  to  Canada;  for  the  Onldaes  own  the  uppermost  part  of  what 
to  called  the  Mohocks  country. 

We  are  In  no  part  of  the  Proylnce  more  careful  not  to  grant  Lands  till  they  are 
Mxtt  purchased  of  the  Indians  than  In  the  Mohocks  Country,  the  same  caution 
ought  always  to  be  used,  but  I  am  persuaded  their  Lordships  will  discountenance 
mil  attempts  to  the  contrary  —  I  am  with  profound  Bespect  and  Honor 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Signed.  Oeo.  Clarke, 

iklared  Popple,  Esq.  —  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.  vl.  p.  67. 

Peesedent  Clabkb  to  the  Duke  op  Newcastle. 

New  York,  July  26,  1736. 

My  Lord:  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  to  your  Grace  a  Copy  of  my  letter  of 
tibe  18th  of  June,  I  hope  Mr.  Oglethorps  apprehensions  of  hostilities  from  the 
Spaniards  are  pretty  well  oyer,  for  we  hear  nothing  of  It.  I  heartily  wish  success 
to  the  settlement  of  Georgia  on  every  account.  If  the  people  have  their  health 
Uiey  win  In  a  few  years  be  too  numerous  to  fear  any  attacks  from  the  Spaniards 
tnd  become  a  strong  barrier  to  Carolina,  and  I  think  those  places  that  are  frontiers 
both  against  the  Spaniards  to  the  Southward,  and  against  the  French  to  the 
Northward  ought  to  have  encouragement  to  extend  their  settlements,  and  to  make 
tbem  aa  populous  as  possible.  It  was  principally  with  this  view  and  to  augment 
^  Majesties  Quit  rents  that  I  projected  a  Scheme  to  settle  the  Mohacks  Country 
in  this  Province,  which  I  have  the  pleasure  to  hear  from  Ireland  and  Holland  Is 
flke  to  succeed.  The  scheme  Is  to  give  grants  gratis  of  an  hundred  thousand  acres 
of  land  to  the  first  five  hundred  protestant  famllys  that  come  from  Europe  In  two 
boDdred  acres  to  a  family,  these  being  settled  will  draw  thousands  after  them, 
for  both  the  situation  and  quantity  of  the  Land  are  much  preferrable  to  any  In 
Peniliyanla,  the  only  Northern  Colony  to  which  the  Europeans  resort,  and  the 
Qoit  rents  less.  Governor  Cosby  sent  home  the  proposals  last  Summer  under  the 
^1  of  the  Province,  and  under  bis  and  the  Council's  hands,  but  It  did  not  reach 
I^Qblln  till  the  last  day  of  March;  had  It  come  there  two  months  sooner  I  am 
■wnred  by  a  letter  which  I  lately  received,  directed  to  Governor  Cosby,  that  we 
Blioiiid  have  had  two  ships  belonging  to  this  place  (then  lying  there)  loaded  with 
P^ple  but  next  year  we  hope  to  have  many  both  from  thence  and  Germany. 
^ben  the  Mohocks  Country  Is  settled  we  shall  have  nothing  to  fear  from  Canada; 
^our  Beaver  trade  will  be  well  secured,  and  greatly  augmented,  and  the  Naviga- 
tion and  Trade  of  the  Province  In  general  vastly  Increased,  and  the  hempen  manu- 
factaro  set  on  foot,  and  I  presume  to  hope  the  scheme  will  receive  your  Grace's 

approbation  and   protection 

-'Col.  Hist.  >J.  Y.  vl.  pp.  71,  72. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsteedam. 

Eev.  Schiller  (Schuyler)  Called  to  Schoharie. 

1736,  Sept.  3rd.  The  Eev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  further 
report  as  to  a  letter  from  the  Consistory  of  Schoharie,  (New 
York),  containing  a  notification  that  they  had  called  aa  tlieiT  ^^^atOT 
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Bar.  Sohtiler,  (John  Schuyler)  S.  S.  Theol.  Stud.,  with  the  request 
Hut  this  Olassia  would  be  pleased  to  approve  this  call.  This 
done  in  usoordanoe  ^ith  the  approved  report  (pre-advice)  of  the 
IteeSBL.  Depntiea,  provided  he  be  previously  examined  by  the 
Ministen  (rf  New  Tork ;  but  this  circumatance  is  not  to  serve  ai  s 
IHreoedent  f<v  the  future,     xi.  228. 

Letter  from  the  Rev,  van  Schie, 
Minister  at  New  Albany. 
Subflequently  the  Messrs.  Deputies  reported  a  letter  from  BflT. 
▼an  Schie,  in  which  he  makes  known  that  ha\Tng  been  lotitei 
seven  quartere  of  a  year,  (one  year  and  nine  months)  at  Pacceep- 
flie,  (FonghkeepBie)  was  called  thenee  to  New  Albany  and  vm  bt 
stalled  there  1783.    xi.  228. 

Rev.  Wey3  (Weisa). 

Th^  also  reported  a  letter  from  Rev.  Weiss  (George  M.  "Waias) 

of  Pennsylvania,  announcing  that  he  had  brought  the  matter  of 

the  collected  moneys,  legally  before  the  judge,  and  was  suing  BjS 

(the  elder),     xi  228. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Eev.  Schuler  (Schuyler)  C^ed  to  Schoharie. 
1786,  Oct.  Ist.     Rev.  Schuler  (John  Schuyler)  called  to  Scbo-    I 
harie,  as  well  as  the  answer  to  Rev.  Fraanwendorf ,  which  was  read    1 
and  approved,  remain  in  statu,    xi.  229. 

Letter  from  Eev.  van  Schie. 
It  having  appeared  to  the  Assembly  that  a  certain  letter  from  , 
Rev.  (Cornelius)  van  Schie  was  only  a  private  letter,  no  fnitbn 
remarks  were  made  thereon.  Rev.  Van  Son  was  reqnerted,  how* 
ever,  to  inform  him,  in  his  reply,  that  this  Aasembly  had  reeerrel 
no  letter  from  him,  and  to  stir  him  up  to  a  better  cortespondeitee 
vith  this  Assembly.    This  was  agreed  to,    xL  22ft, 
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Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

!Vie  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  Schogarie  (Scho- 
harie) New  York,  October  1,  1736.    xxix.  200. 

Worthy  Sirs  and  Brethren: — In  yonr  letter  of  Hay  12th,  173d,  the  Classis  of 
AiDflteitlam  had  exhibited  to  them  not  only  the  church  certificate,  but  also  the 
Academical  certificate  of  John  Schnlerus,  (Schuyler)  Philosophiae  et  Theologlae 
Itodloans.  They  were  also  informed  that  after  his  arrival  in  New  York  he  had 
fsr  tome  years  continued  his  theological  studies  with  all  diligence,  and  liad  ezer- 
dMd  himself  in  "  making  propositions  *'*  sub  praesidio;  also  that  in  the  presence 
of  eontulentes,  the  said  John  Schnlerus  had  been  called  as  your  regular  pastor 
asd  teacher,  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  both  the  German  and  Dutch  languages,  in  the 
dnrch  of  Schogarie;  and  further  to  do  all  those  things  which  belong  to  the  work 
«f  an  eTangelist  and  seryant  of  Jesus  Christ.  And  now,  you  earnestly  desire  to 
ace  this  call  ratified  by  the  approbation  of  the  Classis,  without  the  recipient  of  the 
aame  being  compelled  to  come  before  the  Classis  for  examination,  because  of  the 
great  distance,  and  the  dangers  and  expenses  of  the  Toyage. 

Oar  Classis,  therefore,  having  considered  your  very  dutiful  request,  made  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord;  and  having  carefully  weighed  the  reasons  for  the  same;  have 
determined, —  although  the  call  is  not  in  exact  accordance  with  the  usual  forms 
And  customs  of  our  Church,— to  approve  it;  and  hereby  we  do  approve  it,  but  only 
because  of  your  very  particular  request,  and  for  no  other  reasons.  This,  more- 
OTer,  is  done  under  the  following  conditions: 

L  That  the  ordination  of  the  recipient  of  this  call  shall,  not  be  proceeded  with, 
uUeat  he  be  first  properly  examined,  In  the  name  of  our  Rev.  Classis,  by  the  Revs. 
Xrlekson  and  Haeghoort,  with  other  neighboring  ministers  if  these  are  sufliciently 
Bear;  and  if  found  qualified,  that  he  be  required  to  subscribe  the  Formula  of 
T'Olty,  and  promise  to  maintain  a  friendly  correspondence  with  our  Classis,  and  to 
<lo  all  other  things  which  are  usually  done  in  such  cases:—  his  ordination  to  take 
place  only  under  such  conditions:  but 

2l  Besides  all  this,  the  transaction  must  be  recorded,  and  information  of  the 
'ame  must  be  transmitted  to  us;  and  then,  more  particularly,  this  extraordinary 
Eau  must  never  be  taken  as  a  precedent  by  any  others  in  any  place  whatsoever; 
^y  attempt  in  this  direction  being  In  danger  of  immediate  rejection;  and  he  (the 
aid  Schuyler)  shall  also  conduct  himself  according  to  the  ancient  practice,  and  the 
ecelved  Church  Order. 

When,  however,  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  special  cases  that  may  arise, 
lake  the  observance  of  the  old  footing  entirely  impossible,  the  Rev.  Classis  then 
xpects  to  be  consulted,  and  reserves  to  herself  the  expression  of  her  decision 
tiereon.  Ecclesiastical  approval  may  in  such  cases  be  requested,  and  obtained 
ren,   as  in  the  present  case. 

Finally,  we  invoke  upon  you  and  the  recipient  of  this  call,  the  blessing  of  the 
ord.  We  wish  most  heartily  that  it  may  please  the  Supreme  Giver  of  blessings 
9  cast  upon  you  and  the  churches  entrusted  to  you  an  eye  of  favorable  regard; 
nd  that  there  may  be  poured  out  upon  this  candidate  the  choicest  of  his  blessings, 
nd  in  such  measure,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  make  his  ministry  glorious;  and 
are  both  himself  and  those  who  hear  him.     We  remain. 

A.  Harlngh.  Ecc.  Amst.  et  Praeses. 
Corn.  Van  Rhyn,   Ecc.  Amst.  et  Scriba. 

jntterdam, 

October  1,   1736. 


*  The  statement  and  maintenance  of  doctrinal  points.    This  could  not  be  done 
•efore  a  congregation,  but  might  before  a  teacher. 
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CHASSIS  OF  AlCBTXBDAK. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondeiiee. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Bev.  Qoorge  M.  Wein,  October  1^; 

1786.    zxiz.  202. 

To  Ber.  O.  M.  WelM,  lilnigter  In  AIIMU17  (coontj)  in  FtnltifleUI.  pIvasUi 
Oerman  FUtU,  N.  Y.] 

Bererend  Sir:—  It  grleret  the  Bey.  Olasals  of  Amiterdam  to  tho  hotrtt  to 
from  your  writing  and  other  reports  that  haye  come  In.  that  It  cots  so  teHj 
the  affalra  of  the  chnrch  in  Albany  (connty)  and  ylclnity.  ConcfiBlnf  tUa  Srii 
we  had  high  expectations,  bnt  instead  of  seeing  it  established  and  fat  a  giwrill^ 
prosperous  condition,  it  appears  rather  to  haye  mn  to  waste.  It  Is  bfoafkt  lili 
utmost  eonfasion  by  internal  diyisions  and  striyings  for  the  maatety.  If  thm  It 
mnch  more  of  such  ruinous  policy,  our  Classis  will  haye  little  grmmd  for  hopeOit 
Its  good  intentions,  as  shown  by  our  acts,  will  be  realised*  unless  God  pefCoiB  a 
alMolute  miracle  in  those  regions. 

As  to  other  business,  we  will  enter  into  no  details,  for  onr  Classis  hsi  It- 
termined,  since  this  course  seems  most  adyisable,  to  leaye  the  managcnent  if  tkt 
churches  in  Pennsylyanla  to  the  Very  Bey.  Christian  Synod  of  North  HoOsal,  k 
the  hope  that  the  said  Synod  either  separately,  or  in  conjunction  with  the  T«y 
Bey.  Synod  of  South  Holland,  may  deyise  such  efficacious  meassvcs.  as  Ml 
eompel  in  church-life  generally  more  exemplary  conduct;  obUglng  evccy  IndMiHl 
to  abstain  from  injuries  to  others.  The  building  up  of  Ood's  house  might  tla  It 
undertaken  unitedly  and  with  some  heart,  or  at  leaat  with  more  csrasslnsM  sil 
seal.  To  this  end,  we  pray  heartily  for  the  Lord's  rich  blessing  thnsife  Iki 
powerful  operation  of  his  Spirit. 

But  although  the  case  Is  thus  —  we  cannot  enter  Into  details  —  we  neyarthtltM 
take  the  liberty  of  assaring  you  that  there  is  a  determination  among  us  that  sot 
only  shall  the  Christian  Synod  not  rest  until  It  is  made  plain  where  the  lore-gttls 
collected  in  Holland,  have  gone  to,  and  whether  they  have  been  properly  i^ 
counted  for,  and  expended  ad  plos  usus  for  which  they  were  given.  As  long  u 
such  satisfaction  is  not  given,  and  if  no  adequate  explanatlona  are  given  on  yosr 
part,  the  fountains  of  benevolence  will  remain  dry.  You  can  therefore,  easily  sec; 
that  If  your  name  Is  to  be  freed  from  blame;  and  If  you  are  not  to  be  the  esiiit 
that  the  lavish  hand,  heretofore  shown  to  all  those  churches  (In  Pennsylvasla), 
the  above  mentioned  funds,  still  diverted  from  their  proper  uses,  must  be  broafbt 
to  light.  Therefore,  we  advise  you,  that  In  case  elder  Belff  cannot  be  compdtetf 
to  render  a  full  account,  that  the  two  thousand  guilders  be  unconditionally  pro- 
duced; and  to  this  you  also  seem  to  be  Inclined.  This  surely  would  have  a  voT 
good  effect  In  reference  to  yourself,  as  well  as  In  behalf  of  the  church  in  genenL 

Praying  that  every  blessing  may  rest  upon  you,  and  such  gracious  light  as  nay 
be  necessary  to  enable  you  rightly  to  accomplish  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  to 
retain  therewith  a  peaceful  conscience,  and  that  you  may  look  forward  with 
desire  to  the  general  coming  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  we  remain, 

A.  Harlngh,  Ecc.  Amst.  Praeses. 
Comellua  Van  Bhyn,  Ecc  Amst.  Scrlbs. 
Amsterdam,  October  1,  1780. 
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XirEUTENANT-GoVBBNOB  ClABKE  TO  THE  LOBDS  OF  TbADE. 

»         Eev.  Heniy  Barclay,  Missionary  to  Indians. 

New  York,  Nov.  27tli,  1786. 
r  IfOrds.  / 


i78e 


TUl    An  Act  for  paying  of  sixty  pounds  to  Mr.  Barcley.* 

This  yonng  man  has  applyed  himself  to  the  learning  the  Indian  language  has 
■tfit  the  Indian  children  to  read  and  write  and  brought  many  others  over  to  the 
■■Istlan  Religion,  he  Is  going  to  England  to  take  orders  and  hopes  to  be  employed 
W  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospell  as  their  missionary  to  the  Indians,  The 
deserves  encouragement  and  I  hop^  will  have  It. 


Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 
Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  Dec.  13,  1736. 

It  was  reported  to  the  Consistory  that  it  is  now  deemed  timely 
>  seek^  in  the  safest  and  most  cautious  way,  to  get  possession  of 
ar  land  on  the  Manor,  taken  up  by  Col.  Morris;  and  this,  domino 
^  Bois,  now  absent  on  service  elsewhere,  also,  approved.  Where- 
pon,  the  Consistory  at  once  adopted  the  proposal,  to  be  put  in 
ractice  at  once. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  the  elders,  John  Roosevelt  and 
JhristofFel  Bancker;  deacons,  Matthew  Clarkson  and  Gerard 
Seekman,  as  Overseers  of  the  Manor,  and  the  Church  Master 
Abraham  Lynssen,  to  consult  with  the  advocate  or  advocates, 
leemed  best  in  such  cases,  and  to  act  in  the  best  manner  for  the 
shurch;  and  where  it  may  be  necessary,  to  enter  into  further  de- 
liberation with  the  Consistory.    This  they  consented  to  do. 

The  above-named,  were  thus  empowered  by  the  Consistory  in 
their  meeting  at  the  date  above  given. 

Witness  in  name,  etc., 

Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  Praeses. 

*  Rev.  Henry  Barclay.  D.D.,  was  a  native  of  Albany  and  son  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
^  first  Episcopal  minister  of  that  city.  He  graduated  at  Yale  College  In  17S4, 
Id  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mlln.  of  St.  Peter's  church,  was  ap- 
Mated  Catechlst  to  the  Mohawks  at  Fort  Hunter  in  1736;  he  proceeded  to  England 

1787.  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  Holy  orders,  and  was  ordained  on  80th  of 
iBiuiry,  1787/8,  and  sent  by  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospell  Mis- 
Mary  to  Albany  and  Fort  Hunter;  he  arrived  In  his  native  city  In  the  beginning 

April  following,  and  continued  his  labors  there  and  among  the  Mohawks  nntn 
*lober,  174d,  when  he  was  Inducted  Rector  of  Trinity  Church,  New  Tork.  In 
n,  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  the  College  of  Oxford,  and 
id  10th  August,  1764.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  engaged  In  snperlntendlDC 
•  pilBtlng  of  a  translation  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  Into  the  Mohawk 
ilaet. 

—  CoL  Hist.  N.  Y.  vi.  pp.  8^  88. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstkbdau. 

Letters  from  Karitan,  etc. 

1787,  Jml  8th.     The  report  (pre-advice)  of  the  Messrs.  Dq 

tati  ad  ree  Eztems,  on  the  letters  from  Raritan,  Ceylon,  BaUvi 

and  the  Oape^  was  approved  and  adopted,     xf.  237. 

'  .  Classis  of  Amstekoau. 

Acta  of  the  Deputies  and  their  CorreBpondence. 
The  Clasaia  of  Amsterdam  to  the  OonBistory  at  Haretans,  Js 
8,  173T.    xxix  219.    No.  35, 

.  Wortlv  ain  and  Much  EBteempd  Bri>threii.  conatltutlng  tbe  CouKtorT 
Huetuit:— After  thukaglvlDg  for  Ibe  Articles  of  Prace  wtUctL  joa  teat  m.  t 
irhldi  ha.re  been  rend  In  jonr  (our  rongrcBotloQB.  uiil  whlcb  were  »au»< 
owfol,  ret  did  Oot  produce  nilogi'tbec  the  aatlBfacrocr  reaalts  desired,  tit  On 
of  Anuteidan  did  not  Fall  to  pias  to  the  Ood  of  Peace,  must  earaeatlr,  Im . 
bleMlng  upon  jon;  tbnt  tbe  dlacontetited  mlgbt  be  quieted,  the  errlos  r«diJs 
•nd  the  gnaireliom*  brougbt  to  tbnngbta  or  pence.  It  la  oar  optnlon  Utt  tt 
roar  duty,  1q  order  to  jour  beat  auccess.  dtllg^ntlf  to  ferret  out  tlioae  wtaa  lid 
towatd  Mhlnn  throDEb  fanatical  (tit.  pletletlcal]  or  falie  doctrloe,  ud  IS  I 
nODlA  tbcm  fratemall)',  in  Iwe,  and  wltb  Cbrtatlaii  geuUeneea.  Act  with  IB 
prndeaea  ud  diacietluii.  When  j^ou  have  come  to  nnderatfiiul  tlie  fiuu  uM 
Blre  BDCb  advice,  to  ttioiie  irbo  seem  to  be  carried  awa;,  as  la  Judged  mItiMt. 
IndDCe  them,  wJth  the  Lord'a  blessing,  lo  return  to  the  pure  doctrine  of  the  tm 
loflDK  aside  their  errora.  The  Key.  Clnaais  tbinlis  It  heat  to  try  to  eSwt  n 
resultB  bj  genti«  means  of  conatraJnt.  In  order  to  preserve  the  nnlon  ot  the  <ip 
altlou  with  jrouraelTes,  in  order  tbnt  they  mny  conliibute  ibeir  [rartlon  for  tl> 
general  sapport  of  the  church  and  Us  miDiBtry.  ] 

Ueanwblie,  Worthr  Sirs,  our  ner.  Cluaals  can  bardlr  ituderstand  how  Ot  ' 
calllDK  of  another  ortboiloi  minister  for  Mllaton,  (BarllDgcnl,  and  seadlof  Un 
(ram  Holland,  according  to  your  written  requeels.  would  not  be  a  cause  of  gnaM 
distDrbance  and  alleikallons;  or  how.  br  auch  a  circnmstencc,  the  rlgbu  ot  tM 
neighboring  cbnrcbCB  and  mlQlaters  would  not  be  eacroached  npon:  and  ojiuUl 
little  can  we  imderstani]  bow  your  maklog  out  a  new  cull  In  eonJanctloD  with  tb 
discontented  ones,  would  iidvance  tbc  peace  and  quiet  ot  the  congregation.  To, 
besides  tbe  fact  that  tlif  culling  ut  a  pastor  does  nut  and  should  not  belong  m15 
to  each  separate  chnrrb  rr  oburcbca.  pastor  or  paslora.  by  tbcniselTes. —  espK^iUr 
in  a  conntry  where  hniilli'  feellnKS  prevail,  resalllng  In  divisions  wblcb  coalMl 
and  ruin  the  church;  si,  also  the  Clnaala  cflonot  very  well  understand  bow  lhn« 
who  hare  such  particular  annlpty  on  this  matter,  could  erer  agree  with  a  bonllte 
party  In  the  calling  ot  a  common  pnstor.  Therefore  tbe  Olassls  reauins  of  Ux 
opinion  that  the  meaiuree  suggested  by  her  are  tar  preferable.  Even  If  the  people 
ot  Mllaton,  (Harlingenj.  should  present  betore  tbe  Classis  tbe  name  of  a  snltitiit 
and  orthodox  miniater.  Ibe  CIbssIb  coold  (not).  Indeed,  sanction  Burh  call  —  Dolrn 
plotting  against  said  mlolater.  But  a  minister  thna  called  by  authority  of  ClawD 
would  deserre  only  pity. 

In  regard  to  your  remaining  riaoBtlonsr  The  CiaBsla  IB  of  opinion  that  eren  M 
here  In  the  Fatherlaiiil.  no  one  can  be  compelled  to  attend  this  or  tbat  church: 
even  ao  In  yonr  connlry,  no  one  can  be  prevented  from  going  to  bear  an  GogUik 
Presbyterian  miniater.  In  regard  to  the  pcenching  ot  sucb  a  mInlBter  In  oiw  at 
your  cbnrcbes.  when  one  o(  your  pastors  does  not  offlclate  therein,  the  Rev- 
CMmIb  can  see  no  great  obJectVott  tiieceVQ.  es^vAsWi  U  peculiar  edlflcatloo  ras  he 
^ren  thereby  to  tbo«c  who  oQ4er«Uin4  ■E.hrWsp'q.  w^\\c^\  \*  \n  %tiiMT.\  ■*»■  uuh 
forthermore,  the  ClaaaSe  conrtdetft  V^st  \t  \»  ei.w«»M  lo'<Vi\«.a.'!u.  ^*\ni         i 
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time  contnurj  to  the  general  custom  of  our  Church,  to  forbid  the  use  of  the 

and  seals  of  the  Covenant  to  any  who  have  once  been  received  as  membera, 

aAmlCted  to  the  oae  of  the  Lord's  Bnpper,  because  of  an  alleged  lack  of 

Such  as  would  do  this  are  only  following  Inventions  of  their  own 

having  no  example  therefor  from  the  Word  of  God.     We  consider  that 

a  practice  should  not  be  followed  because  of  the  distressing  results  to  be 

therefrom.    Many  evil  consequences  would  result.    The  Classls  therefore 

firm  to  Its  former  earnest  admonition,  that  you  must  absolutely  refrain 

aueh  a  line  of  conduct.    You  must  understand  that  Ignorant  persons  are  to 

aAaionlshed  In  a  fatherly  way,  and  especially  must  they  be  exhorted  to  grow 

toowledge.     Thus  would  they  become  strong.     We  hope  this  advice  may  be 

Lt,  while  we  live  In  hope  that  you  will  yet  serve  yourselves  of  our  friendly 

We  commend  you  to  God  and  the  word  of  his  grace,  with  this  prayer 

desire. 

Peace  be  to  the  brethren  from  God  the  Father  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

In  the  name  of  all. 

Etc.,  etc. 
im,  Jan.  8,  1737. 

Chubch  of  New  Yobk.    Concebning  a  Coettjs. 

ion  of  Consistory  of  the  Church  of  New  York,  March  15, 

1737,  about  a  Coetus. 

The  Consistory  met  —  ministers,  elders,  deacons  and  church- 
jw.     The  elder,  Mr.  Bancker  handed  in  a  letter  from  Domine 
^^megfioort,  in  the  name  of  his  Consistory,  entitled  ^^  Statement 
^  Reasons  for  the  Necessity  of  a  Coetus."    The  letter  was  read 
Wfore  the  Consistory,  whereupon  it  was  ordered.     That  the  state- 
iKient  and  the  Articles  should  lie  upon  the  table.     The  question 
"^as  then  proposed  for  deliberation,  "  Is  there  a  necessity  in  this 
^onntiy  for  a  Coetus  "?    No  one  advanced  any  objection.    It  was 
ttien  resolved  that  the  Consistory  convene  again  four  weeks  hence, 
^April  12th)  and  then  decide  by  a  vote  whether  it  was  considered* 
seeessary  to  have  a  Coetus  in  this  country,  or  not.     In  the  mean- 
time it  was  directed  that  a  provisional  letter  should  be  sent  to 
Domine  Haeghoort,  by  the  President,  and  in  the  name  of  the 
Consistory.     Lib.  B.  123. 

Dutch  Chtjbch  op  New  Yobk. 
Correspondence  in  America. 
The  New  York  Consistory  to  Domine  Haeghoort,  March,  1737. 
Beveiend  Sir: — 

Lost  TaeBday,  the  IStb  day  o£  March,  1737,  M.T,  Ban^^V^^T^  Wi 
M0r  of  OUT  church,  deUvered  to  our  OonsiBtory,  conrpo^a.  oi 
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the  ministers^  elders^  deacons  and  church-maBters,  a  letter 

dressed  to  them.     This  being  opened^  and  found  to  be  from 

in  the  name  of  your  Consistory,  (Second  River),  was  read  by 

as  President  of  this  Consistory.     After  deliberating  upon  it,  it 

was  deemed  proper  that  a  provisional  answer  to  your  propori 

should  be  addressed  to  you,  namely,  that  the  Consistory  inH 

deliberate  farther  as  to  the  necessity  of  a  Ooetus  in  this  countij. 

This  duty  being  laid  upon  me,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  perfo; 

the  same.     The  Consistory  wish  all  prosperity  from  QoA  in  J 

Christ  upon  yourself,  your  work  and  your  family.     And  so  I 

subscribe  myself, 

Tour  humble  servant  and  brother  in  Christ, 

In  the  name  of  all, 

G.  Du  Bois,  Pres.  p.  t 
lib.  B.  123. 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 
Mohawk  Flatts.     Protestant  Settlers. 


My  Lords: 


New  York,  April  0,  173T. 


I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  acquaint  your  Lordships  that  my  proposals  for  setUoi 
foreign  Protestants  have  been  yet  attended  with  success,  they  have  been  sent  to 
Amsterdam^  translated  into  highdutch,  and  dispersed  in  Several  parts  of  Gennanj. 
I  still  hope  they  will  in  time  attain  the  end  proposed.  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint 
your  Lordships  as  I  do  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  that  I  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Beauharnols  Governor  of  Canada  complaining  of  the  Lieutenant  tovbick 
I  returned  him  an  answer  and  likewise  wrote  to  their  Lieutenant  aboat  Ur. 
Beauharnols  not  having  received  my  letter  wrote  to  me  again  on  the  same  Subject 
copys  of  which  letters  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  to  your  Lordships,  and  wben 
the  Lieutenant  la  relieved  I  will  inquire  into  the  business. 


—  Col.  Hist.  N.   Y.  vi.  pp.  89,  ». 


Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 
Is  a  Coetus  necessary? 

New  York,  April  12,  1737. 

Consistory   held:      Ministers,    Elders,   Deacons    and  Church 
Masters.     After  calling  on  God's  name,  it  was  finally  Resolved, 
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tat  it  was  best  to  call  a  Great  Consistory  on  the  question 
Wliether  a  Coetus  was  necessary  in  this  country  ";  and  that  it 
Kmld  be  called  to  meet  on  May  2nd  next. 

Iovssnob's  Pboolamation  for  a  Day  of  Thanksqivinq,  Apbil 

21,  1737. 

"Hit  Honoar  the  Lieutenant  Govemoar  (George  Clarke)  having  by  his  Proclama- 
In  of  the  8lBt  of  March  last,  directed  and  enjoyned,  that  Thursday  the  2lBt 
should  be  solemnly  observed  throughout  this  Province,  as  a  Publick  Day 
Rejoycing  and  Thanksgiving  for  his  most  sacred  Hajesty's  happy  Deliverance 
the  Dangers  of  the  Sea  he  met  with,  in  his  passage  from  Holland  to  England, 
■M  of  his  safe  Arrival  there;  and  having  also  directed  and  enjoyned  that  Divine 
Berrice  should  be  performed  in  the  Forenoon,  in  all  Churches  and  Ghappels  within 
kUi  Province,  the  same  was  accordingly  observed,  and  in  a  particular  manner  in 
tte  City,  by  all  the  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  of  the  several  Congregations  therein; 
■>d  at  the  English  Church  in  this  City,  after  divine  Service  performed,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Charlton  preached  a  sermon  on  the  following  Text,  Psalm  144,  ver.  16;  Happy 
b  the  People  that  is  in  such  a  Case;  yea,  Happy  is  that  people  whose  God  is  the 
E^ird.  His  Honor  after  divine  service  ended,  returning  to  the  Fort,  he  was 
attended  with  the  Principal  Magistrates  and  Gentlemen  of  the  City,  where  the 
(oyal  and  Provincial  Healths  were  drank,  under  the  discharge  of  the  Cannon  from 
l^e  Fort  (His  Majesty's  Regular  Troops  being  the  whole  time  under  Arms)  and 
^  evening  was  concluded  with  Illuminations,  and  the  other  usual  Demonstrations 
'  Joy."—  Bradford's  Gasette,  April  25,  1737. 


Dutch  Chubch  of  New  Tobk. 
Action  of  Great  Consistory  on  a  Coetus. 

New  York,  May  2,  1737. 

Great  Consistory  held.  After  calling  on  God's  name,  the 
[uestion,  Whether  a  Coetus  was  necessary  in  this  country,  was 
wrought  up,  and  the  following  conclusion  was  reached: 

1.  That  a  Coetus  organized  on  a  proper  basis,  is  judged  to  be 
lecessary  here. 

2.  That  the  Great  Consistory  commit  the  method  of  securing 
uch  a  Coetus  to  the  Kuling  Consistory. 

The  Great  Consistory  having  withdrawn,  the  President  was 
lirected  to  write  a  letter  to  domine  Haeghoort. 

This  letter  was  submitted  to  the  Consistory  on  May  4,  1737, 
md  being  read,  was  approved  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  his  Kever- 
jnce.     This  was  done.     The  letter  is  as  follows: 
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Letter  to  Domine  Haeghoort. 
Rev.  Sir: — 

Some  weeks  since  you  received  from  me^  in  the  name  of  tU 
Consistory^  a  provisional  answer^  respecting  your  Statement  of 
Reasons  for  a  Coetus  in  this  country^  informing  you  that  the  Coi- 
sistorj  would  deliberate  on  this  question. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  April  12th,  the  Consistory  deemed  it  bat 
to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Great  Consistory  to  consider  this  matter, 
and  fix  on  May  2nd  for  such  meeting.  The  Great  Conastoiy 
having  met,  the  substance  of  their  deliberations  and  decision,  va% 

1.  That  a  Ooetus  organized  on  a  proper  basis,  is  necessary  here, 
(in  this  country). 

2.  That  it  be  left  to  the  Ruling  Consistory,  to  effect  the  proper 
measures  for  carrying  the  matter  into  operation. 

After  the  Great  Consistory  had  withdrawn,  the  Ruling  Con- 
sistory, which  still  remained  in  session,  directed  me  to  infonn 
you  of  the  result;  and  also  that  your  statement  of  Reasons  for 
the  necessity  of  a  Coetus,  was  approved  by  them. 

Nevertheless,  as  to  the  Articles  accompanying,  there  were  some 
differences  of  opinion,  on  which  further  advice  must  be  sought. 
They  will,  therefore,  deliberate  farther  on  them,  and  also  seek 
to  obtain  the  judgment  of  the  ministers  and  Consistories  in  these 
regions,  that  a  general  agreement  may  be  reached. 

Thus  far,  for  the  present.  Rev.  Sir,  until  a  further  considera- 
tion of  your  proposals.  Meanwhile,  I  remain,  with  Christian 
salutations. 

In  the  name  of  the  Consistory, 

Tour  obedient  servant  in  the  Lord, 

G.  Du  Bois,  p.  t.  Praesee. 

Dutch  Chubch  of  New  Yoek. 
Circular  Letter  to  be  prepared. 

New  York,  May  24,  1787. 
Consistory    held;    present.    Ministers,    "  Deaoona  is 

Church  Masters.     Amoiig  o\\i^T  ^JtL\x^g^^a  r  <iat  ti 
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>lution  of  the  Great  Consistory,  the  President  was  directed 

To  prepare  the  outlines  of  a  general  letter  to  the  Consistories 

the  Dutch  congregations  in  this  country,  informing  them  that 

Great  Consistory  (of  the  Church)  of  New  York  judged  that  a 

bus,  organized  on  a  proper  basis,  was  necessary  in  this  country. 

5y  were  therefore  requested,  if  they  held  the  same  opinion,  to 

each  of  them,  their  minister  or  ministers,  at  a  certain  time, 

be  fixed  in  the  letter,  to  New  V'^T.v.  for  a  friendly  conference; 

in  order  to  prepare  some  Fundamental  Articles  for  the  Con- 

ition  of  such  a  Coetus.     These  Articles,  each  minister  shall 

4ftfnTminififttft  to  his  Consistory,  for  their  approval  or  amendment,^ 

••  they  may  deem  proper. 

New  York,  May  27,  1737. 

Consistory  again  held.  The  draught  of  a  Circular  Letter,  such 
•8  was  ordered  on  the  24th  of  May,  was  read  to  the  meeting,  ap- 
proved, and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Consistories,  with  a  copy  of 
domine  Haeghoorts  "  Statement  of  Beasons  ",  with  the  proposed 
Articles  of  the  same. 

Circular  Letter  of  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  to  all  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Churches  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  May  27, 
1737. 

Reelected  Friends: — Tbe  ConBlstory  of  New  York,  anxious  for  tbe  general  wel- 
fire  of  all  Dutch  Reformed  chnrches,  especially  in  these  provinces,  has  deliberated 
whether  an  Ecclesiastical  Assembly  of  ministers  and  elders  delegated  from  all  tbe 
ckorches,  organised  on  a  proper  basis,  and  held  at  least  once  a  year,  at  such  time 
•ad  place  as  might  be  agreed  on,  might  not  be  very  useful. 

In  such  an  Ecclesiastical  Assembly  only  ecclesiastical  matters  ought  to  be  con- 

tfdered,  agreeably  to  Ood*s  Word  and  our  Formulas  of  Unity,  and  in  subordination 

to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam;  and  these  subjects  should  be  such  as  are  presented 

i^  the  respectiye  Consistories,  for  the  settlement  of  differences,  the  promotion  and 

establishment  of  peace  and  harmony,  and  the  general  edification  of  the  churches; 

Tet  in  this  Assembly,  all  the  chnrches  shall  preserre  their  indlTldual  liberty  agree* 

tbl7  to  the  Synod  of  Dort,  but  in  subordination  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.    No 

^midamental  Articles  shall  be  in  force  in  this  Coetus,  until  they  have  been  ratified 

hj  tbe  churches  which  unite  In  forming  it,  and  until  approved  by  the  Classis  of 

Amsterdam.     And   this  Assembly  shall   annually   send   a   general   letter   to   said 

ClAflsla,  giving  a  brief  account  of  the  condition  of  the  churches  in  this  land. 

The  Great  Consistory  of  the  Church  of  New  York  believed  that  a  Coetus,  estab- 
lished on  a  proper  basis,  would  be  highly  useful;  that  not  only  the  Classis,  but 
others  who  are  Interested  In  our  welfare,  would  thus  obtain  a  true  view  of  the 
eonditlon  of  our  churches,  which  Is  now  not  well  known  to  them.  Conflicting 
aeeooats  are  noW^  sent  to  them,  and  they  declare  that  they  hear  of  nothing  bnt 
conplalnts  and  defences;  of  false  doctrines  and  private  feuds;  so  that  ministers 
mmd  eaadMates  are  deterred  from  coming  over;  that  dissensions  are  not  healed^ 


1787 


2684  EcGLxsiASTioAi.  Rbgobds 

but  are  dally  becoming  worse;  that  offences  mnltlply,   to  our  reproach, 
them  who  are  without.    Now  a  Coetus  would  be  nsefnl  to  gaard  against 
errors,  to  provide  wisely  against  offences,  and  more  qnickly  to  restore  pMBi 
the  churches.     Sorely  no  one  would  oppose  such  a  Plan,  on  the  plea  that  hi 
under  no  obligations  to  others;  for  we  ail  confess  that  we  are  members  if 
same  Body,  and  should  therefore  watch  over  each  other's  welfare. 

For  these  reasons  has  the  Consistory  of  New  York  deemed  it  nece«azy  to 
munlcate  their  views  on  this  subject  to  all  the  Consistories  In  these  regloaib 
request  them  to  take  the  subject  into  serious  consideration;  and  if,  as  Is 
hoped,  they  agree  with  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  that  the  formatioa  if 
Coetus  in  this  country,  on  a  proper  basis,  would  be  useful  and  salutary;  thea 
are  urgently  and  affectionately  requested  by  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  to 
their  minister  to  New  York,  which  is  the  most  central  place  and  most  conveaki^! 
that  a  friendly  conference  may  be  held,  to  consult  on  what  should  constitiite  tli 
Fundamental  Articles  of  such  an  annual  Assembly  or  Coetus  of  Ministers  asl 
Elders.  These  Articles  are  then  to  be  laid  before  their  respective  Consistories,  fv 
approbation  or  amendment,  as,  according  to  their  deliberate  judgment,  shall  bt 
for  the  best  interest  of  all  the  congregations  in  this  country. 

In  order,  therefore  that  we  may  join  hands,  in  true  love  and  In  comaMS 
endeavor,  after  that  which  shall  serve  for  the  glory  of  God,  the  general  wettut 
of  all  the  churches,  and  the  extension  of  Christ's  kingdom  la  this  land,  we  addrm 
this  friendly  and  fraternal  letter  to  you,  with  the  urgent  request  that  yoa  vO 
give  it  your  favorable  regard.  And  if  you  agree  therewith,  please  signifj  the 
same  to  us,  and  delegate  at  least  one  of  your  ministers  to  attend  a  meetiaf  is 
New  York  on  September  5th,  (1737)  for  the  attainment  of  this  object; 
that  we  may,  in  a  fraternal  manner,  adopt  Articles  for  the  Constitution  of 
annual  Assembly,  to  be  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the  charchea,  that 
agreement  may  be  attained. 

Having  laid  before  you  this  subject,  we  remain,  with  fervent  prayers  for  il 
temporal  and  spiritual  blessings  upon  yourselves  and  your  churchea. 

Respected  Brethren, 

Your  obedient  servants  In  Jesua  Christ, 

In  the  Name  of  the  Gonsistoiiy, 

G.  Du  Bols,  p.  t.  Prusei. 
New  York 

May  27,  1737. 

P.   S.     As   Domlne   Haegboort's  Statement   of   Reasons  for  the  necesilty  o(  i 
Coetus  are  approved  by  us,  It  is  thought  best  to  transmit  also  a  copy  herewith.       I 

John  B[enry  GtoETscHius. 

Application    for    Ordination    to    the    Presbyterian    Synod  of 

Philadelphia. 

May  27,  1737.    3  P.  IL 

A  letter  was  brought  in  from  Mr.  Henrlcus  Goetschlus  to  Mr.  Andrews,  signltr- 
Ing  his  desire,  and  the  desire  of  many  people  of  the  German  nation,  that  he  nilfht 
be  ordained  by  order  of  Synod  to  the  work  of  the  ministry;  upon  which  the  saM 
Mr.  Goetschlus  was  desired  to  appear  before  the  Synod,  that  they  might  see  hli 
credentials  and  have  some  discourse  with  him;  which  being  done,  he  produced 
testimonials  from  Germany  which  were  ample  and  satisfactory  to  the  Synod 
respecting  his  learning  and  good  Christian  conversation;  whereupon  he  was  recom- 
mended  to  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia,  to  act  upon  further  trltli 
of  him  with  respect  to  his  ordination  as  to  them  should  seem  fit. 

1737,  May  27.     Mr.  Andrews,  clerk. 

The  affair  of  Mr.  Henry  Goetschlus,  his  tryale  and  ordination,  being  by  the 
Synod  recommended  to  this  Presbytery,  they  took  the  same  under  consldentioa, 
and  agreed  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  Mr.  Andrews*  Chamber,  In  order  to  tike 
his  tryale,  and  then  conclude  upon  what  Is  further  to  be  done  In  his  affair,  u 

things  shall  then  appear;  an^  l&i.  li.\i^x^^%  «c«:t««%tA  ^ve  him  notice  that  he  mt7 

be  present  at  the  above  tVme  aTxCi  iB.\tL<i^. 
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ST.  Ma;  28.    Uemorandnm:    Uut  three  memlMra  of  thia  FrMbyteir  and  three 

IT  mlulatpr*  met  at  Mr.  AndreiTB'  Chainbei  as  aboTe  directed,  and  baTlng  read 

Kn^Et'KtK  composed  bj  Ur.  Qoetscliliia  od  the  Article  of  JuBtlBcatloa,  and  dli- 

I   him  targelj.  In  order  to  discover  hla  qnallDcatloni  for  the  ministry, 

J  nnaDliuoiialj  came  to  thla  conclnalon,  that  though  he  appeared  well  akilled 

ivil  languagea,  ret  luasmach  aa  they  fouDd  blm  altogether  IgnorBnt  Id 

ruins,  aad  bnt  poorly  read  In  Divinity,  bis  ordloatloD  to  the  mlnlstr; 

faeat  be  deferred.    And  tberefore  for  bla  better  lostiiictlon  advise  him, 

ig  to  enconrage  htm.  to  pot  blmaelf  UDder  tbe  tuition  aod  care  of  some 

r  competent  time.    That  he  may  be  better  accomplished  tor  the  work 

^^t  li  engaged  In;  and  they  alio  agreed  that  conalderlng  the  oecesaltong  condition 

«s4  the  people,  that  tbey  desire  bis  labors,  be  may  sometimes  pteacb  to  them.  In 

-K-le  meantime,  as  be  has  done  for  some  time  past. 

Classis  of  Amstebdau. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

&VS.  Haeghoort,  du  Boia,  Freeman  and  Sandvoord  to  the  Hi^ 
Rev.  ClasBis  of  Amsterdam,  June  6,  1737. 

(Portfolio  "New  Tork"  Vol  i.     Extracts  in  Vol.  xxii.  884^5.) 

Udcessed:    To  the  Very  Reverend,  The  Ueasrs.  Mlnlaters  and  Elders  CODstltatlag 

Ihe  Bev.  Classis  of  Amsterdsm,  at  Amsterdam. 
ftpverend  !<IrB  and  Brethren; — Inasmocb  as  now  for  a  long  time  past.  It  has 
^D  deemcil  necessary  by  the  Rer.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  that  here  among  us  a 
CoetDi  or  Ecclesiastical  Assembly  should  be  held  annually,  In  order  that  Bev. 
'^laiils  might  aecure  a  better  report  of  the  condition  of  our  cbnrches:  and  Inas- 
"iQcli  US  we  have  Been  that  the  welfare  of  oar  cbarcbes  by  all  means  demands 
1>e  Mnio: 

Tberefore,  we  have  made  a  beginning,  by  drawing  up  certain  reasons  concerning 
^r  DeceNBlty  of  an  Agaembly;  These  have  already  been  accepted  by  the  chnrches 
"»T  Second  River  and  New  Tork.  We  also  hope  to  hold  a  Conference  Of  most  of  the 
Mlalstera.  In  fleptembee  neit,  to  lay  the  tonndatlou  tor  snch  an  Assembly  by 
~  [   certain  Articles.  bOpIng   tbos  to  prosecute   this  snlntary   work,  and 

attain  to  It.    We  wished,  however,  to  Inform  tbe  Rev.  Clasals  of  all  this, 
e,  not  donbting  but  tbst  tbe  same  will  not  be  displeasing  to  It.    Bnt  this 
>n  Is  accompanied  by  the  bnmble  request  and  prayer,  (bat  the  Classis  will 
naed.  In  case  It  should  hear  or  receive  any  evil  reports  concerning  thla  mat- 
0  pay  no  heed  to  them,  and  to  take  any  notice  of  such  things.     For  there  are 
wanting  certain  ones,  who,   however  salutary  a  matter  may   b«,   desire  to 
e  It.     On  tbe  contrary,   we  hope  In  your  reply  to  these  onr  letters,  tbat 
will  encourage  us  In  the  prosecution  of  ttila  so  highly  necessary  work.  Thereby 
Ignorant  wilt  be  convinced,  and  opponents  will  be  brought  over.    By  the  attnln- 
t  of  thla  salutary  object,  tbe  church,  and  religion  among  ns  may   be  better 
,    and    God'a   Kingdom    be   extended.      Wishing   all    fatherly   grace,    and 
Mtnal  blesatnga,  Opon  your  persons,  fsmllles.  and  highly  Important  ministries,   we 
nmalD,  recommending  onr  service,  with  much  reapect, 
Scverend  Sirs  and  Brethren, 

Sont  Very  Revda.'  Hnmble  Servants  Id  Jesus  Christ, 

Qerard  Haeghoort,  Second  River. 
Q.  Dn  Bols.  New  Tork. 
BarnnrduB  Freeman,   Mid  wood. 
Hew  Tork  C.  v.   Bnntvoord,   Staten  laland. 

June  6,  ITST. 

Not*  Inscribed  on  thla  letter: 

Letter  from  the  Conalatory  of  New  Tork  of  Jnne  6,  1T3T,  whereof  1  bftve  tnikA« 
■D  extract,  and  a  draft  tor  replj. 
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COITTENTION  IN  THE  OhTJBCH  OF  NbW  ToBK   CONOSSKnTG 
FOBMATION   OF  A   COBTTJS   USf   THIS    COUNTBY.       SEPTEldSSK 

1737.    4  p.  M. 

The  Convention  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  FieadeiLi 
Two  elders  appeared  from  Nauwesink,  namely,  John  Couwen- 
hoven  and  John  Luyster,  of  the  Consistory  of  domine  Eridoon. 
They  reported,  in  the  name  of  their  Consistory,  that  the  Conaa- 
tory  of  Nauwesink  approved  of  the  organization  of  a  CoetuB  on. 
a  proper  basis,  to  transact  business;  and  that  the^  requested  thb 
Convention  of  ministers  to  communicate  the  Plan  adopted  to 
them,  all  remaiuing  subordinate  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  ami 
subject  to  its  approval. 

Sept.  8.     A.  M. 

Answer  to  the  Circular  Letter  of  the  Church  of  New  York,  of 

May  27,  1737,  about  a  Coetus. 

The  snbstance  of  the  letters  received  by  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  frai  a 
number  of  the  Consistories,  in  answer  to  their  general  Gircnlar  Letter,  dated  llty 
27.  1737,  is  as  follows:— 

1.  The  letter  from  the  church  of  Nauwesink  (Neversink,  N.  J.)  says,  that,  Jokm 
providentially  hindered,  their  minister  with  an  elder,  in  the  name  of  their  CoBr 
Blstory,  will  attend  the  friendly  conference,  and  take  part.  Whenever  the  CoBr 
sistory  of  Nauwesink  shall  be  convinced  of  good  reasons  (grounds)  for  Ike 
formation  of  a  Coetus,  they  will  give  full  power  to  their  minister  and  delegated 
elder,  and  consider  all  that  Is  done  In  the  Coetus  as  done  by  themselves. 

N.  B.  Domine  Erickzon,  being  prevented  by  domestic  circumstances  from 
attending,  two  elders  of  the  Nauwesink  appeared  in  the  Convention,  and  verbally 
stated  what  Is  recorded  In  the  Minutes  of  the  7th  of  September. 

2.  The  substance  of  the  letter  of  the  Consistory  of  the  Rarethans  is,  tliat  thtj 
are  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  a  Coetus,  to  be  established  on  good  groonda 
Whenever  the  Plan  is  sent  to  them,  they  will,  if  the  details  are  approved,  cordltlly 
adopt  it.  They  suggest  that  no  ministers  be  permitted  as  members  of  the  Coetoa. 
but  those  who  have  full  testimonials  of  their  qualifications,  and  lawful  ordination 
and  call. 

3.  The  letter  of  the  Consistory  of  Hakklngsak  expresses  their  satisfaction  with 
the  idea  of  forming  a  Coetus  on  proper  grounds.  To  prepare  such  grounds,  their 
minister  will  attend  the  present  Conference. 

4.  The  letter  from  the  Consistory  of  Staaten  Eyland  (Staten  Island)  entirely 
accords  with  that  from  Hakklngsak. 

5.  The  letter  from  Lang  Eyland  (Long  Island)  particularly  mentions,  that  the 
Consistories  of  all  the  churches  there  (the  members  of  which  are)  in  number  abont 
fifty,  agree  In  Judgment  with  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  that  the  formation  of  a 
Coetus  In  this  country,  on  a  good  plan,  would  be  profitable  and  salutary;  and 
domine  Freeman  has  been  deputed  by  all  the  said  Consistories  to  attend  the  0»ii- 
ference  In  order  to  prepare  the  good  grounds  (the  proper  Plan)  for  a  nsefui  Coetni. 
TThe  same  is  to  be  submitted  to  said  Ca  •*  on  hU  return,  for  their  approba- 
tion and  the  Plan  la  then  to  be  sent  1  nt  Amiterdam. 
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Consistory  of  Second  River  (Belleville)  had  been  the  first  to  propose  this 
I  (Of  forming  a  Coetns)  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  and  had  even 
the  very  time  in  which  we  are  now  assembled  together. 
Consistory  of  New  Albany  considers  that  the  establishment  of  a  Coetna 
plan,  would  be  profitable,  and  Is  necessary,  and  have  arranged  for  one 
r  their  ministers  to  attend  the  brotherly  Conference, 
behalf  of  the  Consistory  of  Tappan,  the  letter  of  the  Consistory  of 
stated  that  they  disapproved  of  a  Coetus;  yet  one  of  their  ministers  will 
t  to  state  their  views. 

Gerard  Haeghoort,  Praeses. 

G.  Dn  Bois. 

B.  Freeman. 

C.  y.  Santvoord. 
A.  Cnrtenins. 

8.  P.  M. 

ilneas  of  the  forenoon  was  continued: 

i  liantlns  and  HoetxelidB  gave  in  **  The  Reasons  "  for  permitting  onr 
to  enter  into  the  discussion  about  the  formation  of  a  useful  Coetus  here. 
t  we,  as  regular  pastors  and  teachers  are  bound  Individually  and  col- 
to  do  whatsoever  lies  in  our  power  for  the  maintenance,  unity  and 
I  of  the  Church,  in  mutual  harmony  and  love,  and  by  such  means  for  the 
1  of  true  faith  and  piety. 

t  the  Classical  Acta  say,  that  we,  in  these  provinces,  must  exercise  the 
J  office  in  every  respect,  including  ecclesiastical  government,  according 
cellent  customs  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  Holland, 
t  all  the  churches  here  which  have  ministers,  excepting  two,  are  of  the 
lat  the  Plan  for  a  Coetus,  as  presented,  does  not  conflict  with  the  Word 
or  with  our  Church  Discipline,  nor  with  our  subordination  to  the  Classis 
rdam. 

t  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  it  speaks  for  itself,  that  we^  in  this 
slness,  are  undertaking  nothing,  in  the  establishment  of  a  Coetus  on  a 
sis,  but  what  we  intend  to  lay  before  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  for  the 
on  of  the  Classis,  of  which  also  we  have  no  doubt. 

t  we  have  already  received,  in  writing,  the  approbation  of  several  indi- 
imbers  of  that  Classis,  concerning  the  formation  and  approbation  of  said 

:  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  Itself  encouraged  Domines  Haeghoort  and  Van 

to  exert  themselves  for  the  formation  of  such  a  Coetus,  if  it  could  be 

ibout. 

t,  finally,  it  is  known  that  Dutch  ministers  in  Holland  when  sent  to  the 

id  an  order  in  their  commission,  (in  mandatis),  to  hold  a  Classis  in  the 

lerefore  deemed  proper  that  these  good  reasons  for  a  Coetus  should  be 
B^hed  at  the  next  session  of  this  Assembly,  which  will  meet  again  next 
It   10  1/2  o'clock.  ^ 

Monday,   Sept.   12th,   1737.     10.30,  A.   M. 

meting  was  opened  with  prayer.     The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  session 
1.     The  clerk  was  requested  to  prepare  an  abstract  of  the  replies  of  the 
onslstories  to  the  Circular  Letter  of  the  Consistory  of  New  York, 
lowing  Articles  were  then  adopted  as  a  proper  basis  for  the  constitution 
tus. 

i  the  persons  who  should  constitute  the  Coetus. 

1  congregation  shall  send  its  minister,  with  one  elder,  chosen  for  this 
»y  the  Consistory,  as  delegates  to  the  Coetus. 

'  shall  produce  written  credentials  of  their  appointment  to  the  Coetus. 
re  there  are  two  ministers,  both  may  come,  each  with  an  elder. 
owever,  the  Consistory  of  such  a  church  deem  it  best,  one  minister  and 
shall  be  a  sufficient  delegation. 
kn  elder,  coming  from  a  place  where  there  is  no  regular  minister  every 
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Sunday,  bnt  wbere  there  Is  only  an  occasional  service  In  tfie  week,  as  Is  tht 
with  Harlem,  Bergen,  and  other  places,  shall  appear  In  the  Coetns  osly  u 
advisory  member,  and  shall  have  no  vote. 

(2)  But  an  elder  from  a  place  which  has  had  a  minister,  and  Is  ready  t» 
another,  shall  have  a  vote. 

(3)  All  collegiate  (combined)  churches  shall  be  regarded  as  only  one  chuck. 
a.  No  ministers  shall   be  members  of  the  Coetus  except  those  who  havs 

testimonials  of  their  qualifications,  and  a  regular  call  and  commlsaloB 
to  our  Church-Order. 

IL  As  to  the  business  to  be  transacted  in  the  Coetns. 

1.  In  the  Coetus  nothing  but  ecclesiastical  business  shall  be  transacted, 
ably  to  the  Word  of  God  and  our  Formulas  of  Unity,  and  all  In  snbonllnstks 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

2.  No  matters  of  dispute  shall  be  considered  in  the  Coetns.  except  such  as 
presented  In  a  regular  manner,  according  to  the  Rules  of  the  Synod  of  Dort; 
then,   only   for  the  removal   of  differences,   the   promotion  and  eatabUahmeat 
mutual  peace  and  harmony,  and  for  the  general  edification  of  the  congrcgatloML 

8.  Whoever  feels  himself  aggrieved  by  the  action  of  the  Coetns  shall  baTt  titj 
right  to  appeal  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

4.  If  the  Coetus  by  a  majority  or  unanimity  of  votes,  jndges  any  matter 
before  It  to  be  of  too  great  Importance  for  their  own  immediate  action,  they 
request  the  advice  and  Judgment  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

5.  Whoever  appeals  to  the  said  Classis,  or  whose  case  Is  submitted  to  the 
for  advice  and  Judgment,  shall,  as  well  as  the  Coetus  itself,  submit  themsdTMti 
such  advice  and  decision. 

0.  But  every  church  shall  preserve  Its  own  liberty  of  action.  In  the  manigcaot 
of  its  own  affairs,  according  to  the  Constitution  of  our  Church,  as  establlsledh 
the  Synod  of  Dort. 

7.  For  the  greater  advantage  of  the  congregations,  and  according  to  the  tntJm 
and  constitution  of  the  Church-Order,  the  congregations  belonging  to  the  CocM 
shall  be  divided  Into  suitable  Circles;  so  that  if  conditions  occur  which  cannot  be 
adjusted  by  the  congrcgntlon  Itself,  aud  which  admit  of  no  delay,  they  naj  be 
brought  before  the  nelghborlug  ministers  oomposlng  that  Circle,  nod  be  treated  br 
them  In  love  nnd  wisdom;  and  thus  prevent  the  necesHlty  of  their  being  brought 
before  the  Coetus. 

8.  No  minister  or  Consistory  shall  allow  anyone  to  preach  In  their  church, 
unless  he  produces  satisfactory  evidences  that  he  has  received  lawful  ordinatin 
to  the  ministry  of  the  Reformed  Church.  Therefore  no  Consistory,  when  their 
church  is  vacant,  shall  allow  any  preacher  or  candidate  to  officiate  until  he  sfcaU 
first  have  submitted  his  testimonials  to  two  neighboring  ministers. 

9.  As  to  calls,  either  from  Holland  or  from  other  churches  In  this  country,  they 
shall  be  made  according  to  the  Church  Order  of  the  Synod  of  Dort.  and  the  . 
circumstances  of  the  churches  in  this  country;  with  the  proviso  that  henceforth  It 
shall  be  expressly  stipulated  In  all  calls,  that  the  minister  shall  belong  to  the 
Coetus,  boluK  received  as  a  member,  on  the  exhibition  of  a  lawful  call.  And  the 
congregations,  which  have  calls  outstanding,  are  hereby  requested,  to  urge  their 
ministers,  when  they  arrive,   to  Join  the  Coetus. 

10.  The  churches  shall,  by  their  commissioners  in  the  Coetus,  consult  together 
and  deride  for  the  greater  advantage  and  edification  of  the  churches,  yet  as 
subordinate  to  the  Classis  of   Amsterdam. 

11.  As  the  liberty  of  the  churches,  as  formerly  defined  nnd  expressed.  Is  ndther 
Increased  or  diminished  by  the  Coetus,  the  commissioners  to  the  Coetus  shall, 
yearly.  In  the  name  of  their  congregations,  send  a  common  letter  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  stating  concisely  the  condition  of  the  churches  in  these  provinces; 
thus  also  manifesting  their  subordination,  as  at  present  existing  and  Inviolable,  to 
the  Classis;  agreeably  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  in 
this  country,  and  the  30th  Article  of  the  Church  Order.  And  for  the  greater 
unity  of  our  church  to  that  of  the  Fatherland,  we  request  the  Classis  to  send  as 
from  year  to  year,  copies  of  the  Acta  Synodl,  In  order  that  we  may  regnlate  better 
our  own  ecclesiastical  affairs,  to  the  advantage  and  edification  of  our  churches. 

12.  It  a  Coetus  be  CBtabUabed  n^joii  *wc;\i  ai  ^xck^^x  \^%.<«\%  ^^  xXi&lv  %»3^^^^&.  ^^arly 


OF  THE  State  of  New  Yobk.   '      2689 

York,  or  at  snch  other  place  as  may^  be  designated  from  time  to  time,  on 
Monday  In  September,  we,  the  undeislgned,  believe  It  would  be  with  much 
id  promote  the  welfare  of  the  chnrches. 

lerefore,  the  proposed  Plan  is  sent  down  to  the  several  church^  by  thla 
meeting,  with  the  request  that  they  carefnlly  consider  it,  in  the  fear  of 
d,  and  with  a  spirit  of  impartiality,  and  a  sincere  desire  for  the  welfare 
I  Chorch.  They  are  requested  then  to  send  their  ministers,  and  with  each, 
r,  to  meet  on  the  last  Monday  of  April  next,  1738,  in  New  York.  Each 
(congregation  is  expected  to  send  one  elder,  as  proposed  in  the  foregoing 
Thas  the  several  congregations,  by  comparison  of  views  through  their 
ed  delegates,  upon  these  proposals,  may  fix  on  a  definite  Plan,  and  dis- 
general  letter  to  the  Clnssis  of  Amsterdam,  requesting  their  approbation 
Tormation  of  an  annual  Coetus  in  these  provinces,  upon  the  basis  agreed 
the  general  advantfige  of  all  the  congregations. 

at    our    friendly    conference   in    the   Consistory    Chamber   of    our   Dutch 
•d  Church  at  New  York  this  12th  day  of  September,  1737,  and  subscribed 
ainlsters: 
1  Haeghoort,  Pres.     G.   Du  Bois.     B.   Freeman.     C.  Van   Santvoord.     A. 

IS. 

llus  and  Manclus  seem  to  have  left  before  the  adjournment;  or  at  least  to 
en  led  to  fear  that  the  Coetus  meant  ultimate  independence.  See  their 
;  Sept.  19/30,  1737,  taking  ground  against  the  Coetus,  although  they  had 
advocated  it.] 


LAB    LeTTEB    of   the   DELEGATES    MeT    IN    NeW    YoEK   TO 

>PT  A  Plan  fob  a  Coetus,  to  Aix  the  Chubches.  Sept. 
1737. 

Portf  oHo  ''  New  York  ",  Vol.  i. 
n  Lib.  B.  [English,]  of  Mints,  of  Church  of  New  York, 

p.  143. 

Sirs  and  Brethren  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ: — It  must  be  erident  to  all 
il  and  reflecting  Christians  of  the  Reformed  Church,  that  we  have  the 
»r  the  reasons  stated,  to  organise  a  Coetus,  for  the  better  usefulness  of  the 
B  in  this  land;  and  that  this,  also,  need  not  injure,  in  the  least,. our  sub- 
on  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam.  Every  one  who  Is  averse  to  partial 
ind  has  at  heart  the  welfare  of  the  Church  of  God  in  this  country,  will, 
sure,  as  a  living  member  of  Christ's  Invisible  Body,  understand,  from  the 
,  which  were  adopted  with  great  unanimity,  that  a  Coetus  established  on 
K>d  grounds,  should,  under  the  divine  blessing,  be  productive  of  many 
ges. 

1  not  Christlike  unity.  Instead  of  alienations,  be  happily  promoted  among 
Isterial  brethren  thereby?  This  would  certainly  be  to  the  great  joy  of  the 
I,  which  earnestly  desire  such  things.  And  the  members  of  the  churches 
hen  also  be  aroused,  to  esteem  their  ecclesiastical  overseers  as  they  ought, 
ley  strive  to  remove  ofTences,  which  Is  their  bounden  duty. 
also  the  churches  would  no  longer  sigh  over  general  alienations.  And 
dllllculties,  which  single  Consistories  cannot  so  well  manage,  as  is  the 
the  present  lamentable  condition  of  many  of  the  churches,  and  which  have 
sted  for  years,  (could  more  speedily  be  settled.)  The  Coetus  could  also 
Its  influence  not  only  over  Incipient  dissensions  or  offences,  but  also  over 
irhlch  are  ever  springing  up  to  the  corruption  of  many.  In  such  cases 
i  in  sore  need  of  each  others*  help  and  advice;  and  which  no  orthodox 
ioald  realst  with  any  propriety  of  Christian  character. 
ow  emn  It  be  pretended  tbut  cases  may  not  arise  In  ^Yi\ch  m«ii  mM  ^<^^ 
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each  others'  pounae],  la  order  to  aecnre  aalteS  acUoo.  For  Is  It  DM  U  1 
pucted  that  Ihe  gi^iieral  ndvEce  at  all  Ihe  cliurrheB  will  be  mare  incpUH 
thai    ot   a    single    CDDslsloryV      Eijiorleuct^   !ii    Holland   nnd    elsewhere  (M 

And  ttien,  alsa,  would  not  such  a  Coelng  bind  The  ehnrehes  mote  fIohI;  (q 
In  Chrlsllan  lore!  Would  It  not  make  them  slronger,  bj  ataiidlnf  hy  act 
Id  their  ueceBHltles.  when  petpleilog  problems  arise.  And  chd  a  bleailng  I 
pecCed.  unless  there  Is  a  ceoeral  Interest  Id  one  aDolhers'  welfare? 

TbuB,  mar  not  unlf  purity  ot  doctrine,  aea.1  tor  laltb  snd  pletr.  and  iri 
pence  and  unity  be  promoted  among  our  ohurchcs  here;  hut  may  we  e« 
hope,  Ibst  then  JebOTab  will  command  bis  blessing  to  rest  npan  na.  sod  Uisl 
who  now  take  offence  at  our  dlilaloua,  will  become  our  defenders.  Thus  i 
Dilnlslera  anil  cabdldatea  be  much  more  likely  tn  be  attracted  blAer,  to  lUI 
work  ol  the  ministry  among  ua;  while  now  they  are  really  (rlghleard  m 
onr  dlTlstons.  Thus  the  Conalatory  of  Mew  York  declared,  not  wiDwat  n 
in  their  letter,  and  thus  replied  Domlne  L.cl  to  Dumine  Da  Boia,  in  a  leturl 
Janaary  22,  1730,  which  was  read  before  ua:— "  That  It  grieved  him  tbit  k* 
not  able  to  obtain  a  minlater  tor  us:  and  that  be  fi-sred  the  prlncljial  rcSM 
the  failure  was  not  so  much  the  amall  amount  of  salary,  na  the  diarofd  «U 
BO  much  apoken  of  ". 

Now  we  hope  thai  every  one  will  at  once  reeoiniiKe  nil  the  remirksMe  il 
togea  which  will  eoaue  to  the  Reformed  Duteb  Churcbea  here,  by  the  ealablUh 
ol  a  Uoi!tuB,  Surely  the;  who  are  nequainted  with  eeeiesinstlcal  aullo^ 
with  such  an  Aaaembly  oa  Is  proposed:  who  look  at  matters  with  Ox  lap 
eye  of  a  Christian,  and  wbo  ponder  the  reasons  aaslgned  for  aucfa  a  bsdr.  <■' 
as  (he  Fnndamentnl  Articles  adopted:  and  who  have  a  Irne  regard  for  Itw  M 
o(  (he  Church  of  God,  will  recogoiae  these  advanrages. 

Therefore   We,    the   mlnlBlers   delegated   for  this   work,    and    who  hare  * 
seaalon  In  New  York  from  September  7,  to  September  18.  1737,  snd  wlOi  ai 
object    lu    view    than    tlie   general    good,    and    having   acted    logetbei    nllb 
nnanlmltf,   beBCeoh   God   to  add  hla   blessing;  to  unite   the  hearts  of  patintt 
people,  tbat  his  Church  may  Bourlsb  more  greatly  among  us,  and  ihat  tilj  ' 
Name  may  be  ma^lfled  by  all. 

Signed  at  New  York  this  I2tb  day  of  September.  1737. 
la  the  Name  of  all. 

Gaaileroi  Da 

Clabsis  of  Aubtebdau. 

Correspond ence  from  America. 

Eev.  DuBois,  Freeman,  P.  Van  Driessen,  Cnrteniiu, 

Van  Santvord  and  Haeghoort,  to  Classis  of  Amsierdam, 

September  18,  1737. 

(Portfolio  "  New  Tork  ",  VoL  i. 
Extracte  inVoL  xxii.  p.  412.) 

(Addressed:) 

To  the  Very  Rev.  Sirs,  the  Uessrs.  HInistcrs  and  BIden  Conttltnl^  Ot  4 
Eev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York,  IS  Bcpt^Dke^ 

Very  Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  ChriaC:  Recently  aome  ot  as  lafr 
bow  we  In  this  country  deemed  It  necesBsry  and  expedient  to  Ilkva  a  O 
bow  we  bad  be^un  to  lay  PlnuB  (or  the  same.  For  tUs  pnipoa*  tba  _ 
■Utory  of  New  Yoik  wiot«  to  k\\  the  churches  that  ther  ahgiiM  ■ 
Men  to  thti  City,  lu  oiAn,  Vn  (l  ^inA^elVi  kb&  tAivUSti  ? 
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^  Plans;  Plans  on  which  snch  an  Assembly  conld  be  erected  for  the  greatest 
and  edification,  as  well  as  for  peace  and  nnlty  In  Doctrine  and  Qot- 
it.  The  project  has  been  approved  by  all  the  churches,  with  a  single 
Imilun.  As  far  as  opportunity  permitted,  they  have  delegated  their  ministers 
jttch  a  conference.  Met  In  due  form,  and  In  a  Christian  spirit,  and  haying, 
fte  as  possible,  carefolly  weighed  everything,  they  formnlated  a  few  B\inda- 
IMtf  Articles  snch  as  they  judged  to  be  proper,  and  sure  to  receive  the  approval 
[tkit  Christian  churches  here.  Therefore  they  will  now  send  round  to  the 
It  churches  the  aforesaid  Articles  for  examination,  so  that  when,  next 
I>eo  volente,  their  delegates  come  together,  they  may  then  present  the 
«f  the  several  churches  thereupon.  These,  when  duly  compared,  may  result 
a  form  of  agreement  as  we  shall  be  able  to  send  to  your  Revs.  In  the 
of  the  churches,  and  with  the  hope  of  your  Revs',  approval. 
Ber.  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ!  we  consider  ourselves  under  obll- 
ISB  to  communicate  to  your  Revs.,  these  Acts  of  ours  thus  far  accomplished. 
»  woold  not  take  upon  ourselves  so  much  trouble  and  ado.  If  the  condition  of 
Cbnrches,  and  the  desire  and  deep  concern  of  all  who  are  acquainted  with 
t  condition,  and  who  feel  a  hearty  Interest  In  our  slon,  did  not  loudly  call 
is  OS,  and  powerfully  Incite  us  to  do  It;  and  since  your  Revs,  do  aflTectlonately 
k.  the  well-being  of  God's  Church  in  this  country  as  well  as  elsewhere;,  we 
^  not  but  that  your  Revs,  will,  by  your  approval,  encourage,  honor  and 
ftaend  our  efforts. 

Urewlth,  Very  Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ,   we  close,   praying  that 
Lord  may  Increasingly  command  his  blessing  upon  your  Revs'.   Persons  and 
arad  Ministry. 
TsBr  Revs'.  Affectionate  Brethren  In  Christ, 

G.  du  Bols. 

B.   Freeman. 

Petr.  Van  Drlessen. 

A.   CurteniuB. 

Cor.  Sautvoord,  V.  D.  M.  Staten  Island. 

Gerard   Haegboort,  Bcci.  in  Second  River« 


Olassis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Eevs.    Antonides,    Boel,   Mancius,   Muzelius,   to  Eev. 
Ckssis  of  Amsterdam,  Sept.  19-30,  1737. 

Portfolio,  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  1. 

ddressed:)    To  the  High  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

gilt  Rev.,  Godly,  Very-learned  and  Much  Esteemed  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren 
In  Christ:— 

Wt,  the  undersigned,  hereby  humbly  present  a  request  to  you,  which  is  this:—' 
at  your  Revs,  will  please  to  give  no  answer  as  yet,  certainly  not  such  an  answer 
to  consent  to  a  certain  communication  which  you  have  received  from  Rev.  Du 
Is  or  others,  whether  written  at  their  motion,  or  in  the  name  of  some  Con- 
tofy  or  Consistories,  or  otherwise  —  with  regard  to  the  organization  of  a 
Itas  or  Classis  over  here.  They  pretend  that  they  want  it  only  for  the  peace 
I  prosperity  of  our  churches  here;  and  in  no  other  way  than  is  consistent  with 
Mfdinatlon  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

ta  the  contrary,  we  request  that  your  Revs,  will  please  to  communicate  to  us 
Ir  petition,  and  first  to  hear  our  presentation  of  the  matter,  and  our  refuta<> 
I  ef  tlielr  views.  We  on  our  part,  are  willing,  with  God's  help,  to  give  account 
wmtU  rs  In  all  good  faith.  Then,  your  Revs,  having  heard  both  ald«tt  t&M 
m  ts  know  where  the  bltcb  Ib,  and  mujr  give  a  decision  for  the  \»eit  ^e\lax«  ol 
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our  chorAM,  and  In  aceotdftneB  * 
to  BMlntala  tbli  relation  lotaet,  wi 
mar  faltUnlly  initaln  and  defend  U 
rl|lit  of  OlaMli  0 

Alrendr  in  the  tatter  part  o 
roni  Bera.  and  It  wai  nnderatood  that  tUa  waa  to  tw  dofee 
IntermptlDna   connected   with   our   ■ 
toiether,  at  that  tlae,  the  preaent  c 

The  following  commonlcatlan  la  to  b«  ftdded: 

"  I,  Fredetlena  MoaeilDa,  mtnUlar  at  tha  ItmtA  I 
•nbmlaalvclr  pMltlMi  the  Bar.  Claaito  «t  Avsttrdui  i 
anbordlnate  to  joar  Bera.    1  p«rctl*«  b 
Boel  and  Haadoa  alao  do,  tliat  It  woaU  eoBdoM  to  a  Brm 
■mane  the  cbnicbet  in  thia  cosntrr.  tar  oa  mlnlateri  with  e 
Chnrchea,  all  to  have  one  and  the  aame  convetent  Jndg*  In  all  onr  Cbard  al 
which  mar  be  too  Important  for  onr  Conalatorlea.    Bneh  ■  Jodxe  the  B*t.  H 
of  Amatcrdam  haa  been  wtthont  Intermptlon,  up  to  thla  preseDt  Ilroc:  not  I 
la  anch  a  Jndge,  and,  according  to  the  Brnod  of  Dordiacbt.  Ii  ha*  tb«  ri 

The  Btronfer  la  the  rcaaon  foe  thla  heeana*  aoma  on  this  side  bare  oade 
to  eatabllah  a  Form  of  Oorenunent  for  all  our  Dutch   Cburphe*  hen.    i 
qneotlr,  if  it  wet*  poaalble,  thej  wonld  become  ladepeoiieui.   or.  sl  luM. 
wonid  become  eatranged  from  the  Ber.  Claaata  aa  ow  InmiHllaie  sail  omi 
patent  Jodte.     Thna   would  onr   chnrchea   mn  freat   rlik   of  dtgmttxtiu  H 
Independener.     In  oppoeltloD  to  tbla  I  alncereli'  declare  tliut   I  etaitl  kr^  H 
HIth  Bert,  for  mj  competent  Judge  In  all  eeclealaatlnl  afluirm,  u 
and  eondnct  mraelf  In  all  tblnga,  with  dntlfnl  ■obmlarfOB,  aceordlBe  tt 
catrlitlaa  and  Ecclealaatlcal  ordlnancea.     1  ahall  alao  atzlTe  to  Imprtei  ipa 
choteh  tbe  aame  obllsatlona. 

Ujr  Oonalltotr  haa  alao  ahown  Itaelf  dealnraa  to  be  lobjivt  odIt  to  On 
of  Anuterdam,  ai  appear*  from  a  writing  of  tbe  4tta  of  Bejiterober.  ITJTi  li 
among  other  things,  it  ases  thele  word*:     "  Ordaining  him  tl-  e.  MduUh 
the   nnderBtandlng,    thst   be  Hball    not  do  an^blng  —  In   the  matler  of  • 
n-blcb  aome  In  tble  oouatrj-  bave  a  mind  to  eelabllBb  —  or  accept  of  aojiWiif  wM 
In  uny  way  may  be  at  Tarlance  wltb  tbe  ClaBBle.  and  tbe  Sj-nnd  of  Dortn* 
I  olBO  learn  from  Ber.  Hunclas,  tbat  tbe  High  Bev.  Clasgls  bni  taken  «mil 
satlstDCtlon  Id  aucb  a  request  (from  him)  for  Bubordl nation.      Tberefoie  erlM 
the  ClaselB  retnalnB  dlspoaed  to  coDttoae  to  he  what  la  Its  Ttgbl,  tb<  ImstH 
and   competent   Jadge.     I   cloee   mj   petition   with   a   hDmble,    bat   well-fn>' 
eipertation  that  your  High  Eeri.   will  hoaoc  me  alao  wltb   a  llkp  coiucaL  < 
accept  of  bit  Btibordlaatlon.) 

For  a  long  time  now,  BeTeral  acts  and  nndertaklnge  of  Revs.  Dd  Bdi.  Bm 
boort,  etc.,  hsTe  aeemed  to  as  to  be  very  questionable.  Wp  li-am  [bat  llw< 
constantly  proclaiming,  tbot  tbe  Hlgb  Rev.  ClBaalB  has  orvl^rcfl  a  CmW,  • 
that  tbe  Acts  □(  ClBsala  in  Bending  mluUters  oat  here  rItc  tb«in  tbf  rU^I ' 
erect  and  bold  a  Coetns.  Tbereby  they  have  made  a  strong  Impruilon  4 
Blmple-mlnded  people  la  several  churches,  who  are  generally  Igaoraat  •■  U  M 
the  matter  Btanda.  Those  however,  wbo  get  a  correct  view  dI  tlie  nilM 
leaving  ont  tbe  agitators  for  a  Coctua, —  disapproTC  of  It.  Tbeir  desire  li  t«  tW 
each  under  bis  own  Consistory,  and,  In  tbat  way,  under  the  Re*.  Cliitt^  ' 
aboDld  like  to  have,  and,  therefore,  humbly  ask  of  your  Uigb  Revt.  ■  d'"' 
Btantial  acconnt  of  this  buslnese.  We  ask  tbla  eapedally.  as  Ibat  pnluA 
appears  to  us  to  be  as  yet  Ill-founded,  since,  according  to  thp  eacloaeil  KitnS 
we  learn  from  your  Hlgb  Bers.  Classical  letters  tbe  follcwln^: 

1.  From  a  Glasalcal  letter  of  tbe  lat  of  December,  1T26.  to  the  Sen.  Oi  > 
AntOPldes  and  Boel  —  tbat  tbe  entire  Cburch-Order  of  tbla  Synod  of  D«W 
baaed  upon  tbe  dependeoce  of  members  on  Consistorlea;  of  Conalstoriea  «a  O* 
and  of  Classes  on  Synods.  Bvery  minister,  therefore,  of  tbat  Chnreh-OiM  ' 
btn,  belongs  to  the  ClaasVa  ol  fcjnftet&vm,  vud  farther  to  that  (SyaodMl)  * 
to  irtilcll  that  Claaala  is  attaitel,    "EM  'eon«  il  Vi&«ai!£iA.  «a  Mi  '6ik  V*I « ■ 
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tmdh  iwrtlcnUr  minister  or  church  retldea  i&  tlie  ClaMrit.  Wer«  the 
n,  in  this  regnrd,  only  an  adylier,   who  then  would  be  the  Judge? 

another  (CItII)  power,  that  right  of  dasais  remains.     One  la  obllgei 
to  ita  eccleaiaatical  Judgment,   not  merely  as  fair  and  aound  adTicf^ 

to  the  aubordinate  relation,  aa  a  deciaiye  deliverance.  And  them 
nlniaters  here  are  in  duty  bound  to  Instill  in  eyerybody's  mind. 
Us  also  takes  this  for  granted,  as  appears  from  a  letter,  dated  New 
L5th  December,  1608,  and  signed  by  Bey.  Seleinis  (Selyns)  and  four 
o,  from  a  letter  of  the  same  Oonslstofy,  of  the  24th  of  April,  1700,  to 
hat  the  Classis  must,  in  some  way,  come  to  some  conclusion,  and  pass 
I  cases  of  dispute  in  Church  or  Consistory.  And  again,  from  a  letter* 
4th  of  September,  1700  by  Beys.  Seleinis  (Selyns)  and  Du  Bols,  in 
write  that  all  ministers,  sent  here  by  the  Beys.  Consistory  and  Claa- 
erdam,  are,  as  such,  fellowmembers  of  that  Classis;  and  all  must  cer> 
nine  said  Classis  as  our  competent  Judge;  and  to  this  Classis  we  ar« 
(fer  all  our  ecclesiastical  diflTerences,  and  cannot,  therefore,  recognlas 
»f  that  body,  saye  such  as  also  recognise  that  same  Classis. 

the  Classical  letter,  addressed,  the  4th  of  March,  17€0,  to  Bey.  Ant^ 
I  expUdtiy:  "  The  organisation  of  a  Classis  seems  ytt  far  distant,  an4 
pyen  dare  to  think  of  it." 

iso  notice  in  a  Classical  letter  of  the  6th  of  December,  1780,  and  Im 
the  I8th  of  March,  1733,  and  in  yet  another  of  the  6th  of  October, 
V.  Dn  Bois,  Antonldes  and  Boel,  how  we  are  particularly  and  earnestly 
I  continue  the  correspondence  already  begun;  but  in  such  a  way,  that 
I  mention  of  what  might  look  like  the  establishment,  in  this  country, 
or  Classis  composed  of  all  the  ministers.  Yet  this  yery  thing.  Bey, 
pretends  was  recommended  to  him  by  the   Bey.   Classis  just  about 


lo  do  I,—  Bey.  Mandus  —  find  in  the  Classical  letter  of  the  6th  ot 
8,  addressed  to  myself  —  for  which  I  hereby  heartily  thank  the  High 
i;  and  I  pledge  myself,  as  also  my  Bey.  Consistory  has  bound  itself, 
1  Inylolably  oppose  ourselves  to  everything  which  may  be  undertakea 
,  in  prejudice  thereto  —  in  that  letter,  I  say,  I  find  that  I  myself; 
th  my  Consistory  and  Church,  am  to  ask  for  the  opinion  and  advica 
ra.,  and  that  we  may  expect  your  paternal  aid.  So  too,  then,  it  is 
lat  I,  with  my  Consistory  and  Church  shall  accommodate  ourselves, 
to  time,  to  your  Bevs*.  decision,  without  in  the  least  hinting  toward 
ce  the  formation  of  a  Coetos.  In  ordinary  matters,  however,  I  am 
employ  the  excellent  method  of  Correspondence.  All  this  I  have 
laintalned  before  those  gentlemen  who  are  in  favor  of  a  Coetus;  and 
so  of  your  Bevs.  approval  of  the  same:  while  nevertheless  they  ars 
In  that  matter  to  suit  their  own  pleasure. 

m  also,  I,  Bev.  Boel,  after  having  obtained  consent  from  Bev.  Anto- 
ezpressly  maintain  before  the  Bev.  Consistory  at  New  York,  on  the 
11,  1787,  Ber.  Du  Bois  being  president,  that  the  first  and  only  writing 
rs.  to  them  about  anything  like  a  Coetus  was  found  in  a  letter  of  the 
oary,  1788.  From  that  letter,  I,  Bev.  Boel,  pointed  out  to  their  Bevs., 
BV.  Claasls  does  not  say  a  word  therein  about  conferring  on  the  sub- 
rlth  ministers,  still  less  with  an  entire  Consistory,  or  Consistories;  or 

around  circular-letters,  containing  proposed  Articles,  etc.;  as  Bev. 
lid  at  the  time,  and  Bev.  Du  Bols  did  later.     Neither  does  it  speak  ot 

anything  here;  nor  of  undertaking  to  form,  or  agreeing  to  the  forma- 
lasais  or  of  a  Form  of  Government  here,  or  of  anything  that  resembles 
ithorlty.  But,  on  the  contrary,  that  It  was  the  express  desire  of  ths 
Classis,  that  ideas  on  that  subject  should  be  exchanged  In  the  Corre- 
Uosa;  and  even  then,  only  in  harmony  with  that  inviolate  Correspond- 

has  always  been  simply  advisory,  and  that  even  wholly  subject  ts 
lasals,  etc  Also,  that  that  which  Bev.  Haeghoort  pretended,  and 
.  Du  Bols  has  since  nndertaken  to  carry  with  hit  maJoTit^  vk  tnV\ 
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Ccnflftoi7t  Init  tgmlngt  which  I,  Re?.  Bod, 

eompetentli.    The  Mme  Idee  twice  appcen  to  ue,  from  tlwt 

jovr  Rers.,  before  enj  mention  of  e  Conrontmi  wee  maAe  at 

UMf  yonr  Bert.  luiTe  It  In  mind  to  mafntiln  the  mutwd 
ipondence  with  thoee  three  gentlemen.  In  whom,  an 
Beve.  mre  Intereetedl    In  a  cordial  and  brotherlj  aplilt;  w 
ance  of  It  on  both  aldee,  thongh  we  do  not  know  how  te 
•fforra  to  eetabllah  a  Coetna. 

Thla  la  all  fbr  the  preeant.    Bat  once  again  we  mmw  m 
jronr  Rcra.  nil!  be  pleaaed  to  take  oor  aazletleB  Into 
ta  iDlomi  na  beforehand  concerning  theae  mattera*  bf 
written  to  jour  Bi*Ta.  In  fayor  of  a  Ooetna  or  Cnaaria  hat%  ha 
preaented.    And  may  It  pleaae  yonr  Reva.  to  hear  aa  Riat 
(before  deciding.)    Then,  we  treat,  with  the  help  of  the  Locdt 
farther  come  to  Ughr  oor  Intenae  aoUdtnde,  and  oor  high 
alcal  righta  here,  to  which,  aa  In  dnty  bonad,  we  give  our 

Wlahlng  yonr  Reya.  ererj  bleaaing  from  the  God  of  aR 
the  beat  welfare  of  God'a  Chnrch  here;  aa  wan  aa  for  joor 
taction  of  na,  according  to  Charch-Order,  we  remain. 

High  Rot.  Slra,  Fathera  and  Brethren  In  Ghrlat, 
Yonr  High  Reya.  Faithful,  Snbordlnate,  yat 
Seryanta  In  the  Lord, 

▼ineaattoa 


aa  tai  amy 


with  II 


ta  aa 


'il 


Oeorglna 


i'i 


Vaw  York, 

19/80  B^tember,  1787, 


To  the  High  Reyerend  Claaala  of  Amaterdam. 

P.   B.    Oonalderlng  that  Rey.  Dn   Bola,  cepedally,  alaea  tha 

gradually  been  withdrawing  hlmaelf  from  all  oorreepondenee  with  aik 
atanding  yonr  Rers.  admonition  to  keep  It  unbroken ;  therefore  wc^ 
Boel,  haye  thought  beet  to  wait  and  aee  what  time  might  yet  btlng  faitfes 
ao  we  haye  delayed  our  answer  to  your  Reys.  much-eateemed  lettera  cC  tkti 
of  March,  and  of  the  6th  of  October,  both  of  the  year  178S;  alao  to  thatifJ 
lltb  of  January,  1785,  the  last  which,  up  to  the  preaent,  haa  eoaw 
your  High  Reya. 

Finding  now,  howeyer,  that  Rey.  Dn  Bola  haa  withdrawn  entirely 
apondence  with  us,  and  ao  has  caused  ua  a  great  deal  of  anxiety,  we 
ourselyes  In  duty  bound,  proyisionally  to  Inform  you  thereof;  and  to 
thoughta  to  what  our  submissiye  answer  may  now  require.     For  thla  «e 
need  to  take  much  time;  and  as  soon  aa  we  can  get  It  ready,  we 
It  to  your  High  Reya. 

Your  High  Reya.  Humble  Seryanta  In  the  Lord, 

Vlncentlna 
Henrlcna  BoaL 


i 


Your  High  Reya.  will  please  to  hand  oyer,  whateyer  la  to  be  aent  to  aik  ta  M 
Abraham  Marlnus  Van  Arssen,  wine-mercbaut,  on  the  Clngel,  oppotfte  Iha  ]h|| 
Koningen  street,  who  will  safely  forward  It  to  ua. 


Agreea  with  the  original.     Despatched  to  the  High  Rot.  risaali,  hf 
■ngland.  In  the  beginning  of  Noyember  1787. 

Henrlcna  Boat 
Frederlcoa  I 


[*  This  withdrawal  of  Du  Bola  from  all  correapondence  with  Boel 
owing  to  Boel's  extreme  measurca  In  the  aatt-FiellngahyaeB 
hoorTa  letter  of  Sept.  28»  1787.] 
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Classib  of  Amstebdaic 

Oarrespondence  from  America. 

Her.  G(erard  Haeghoort  to  a  Minister  of  the  dassiB  of 
Amsterdam,  September  23,  1737. 

(Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i.,  Extracts  in  VoL 

xxn.y  pp.  412-415.) 

I:) 

Ber.  Sin  and  Brethren  Constltntlnc  tht  Beverend  Clatsii  ot  Amtte^ 
lit  AflMterdnm. 

ttr  and  Yerj  Betpected  Priend: 

an  an  atlU  hoping  that  mj  last  letter  written  In  the  beginning  of  the  anm- 
haTa  fonnd  yonr  BeT.  fullj  recovered;  and  wt  trust  that  on  the  retnrm 
ahlpa»  we  may  be  anawered  to  that  effect. 

Terj  anzioaa  —  and  rery  many  with  me  are  also  anxions  —  to  obtain  from 
Oaasla  an  anawer  to  our  request  for  the  promotion  or  ordination  of 
h  Iffcaylar  orcr  the  church  of  Schoharie.  We  cannot  conceive  the  reason  why 
recelTe  the  least  word  in  reply.  Next  spring  it  wlU  be  two  years  slnca 
were  forwarded,  so  that  the  Bev.  Classls  has  had  the  matter  in  han4 
than  a  year.  The  question  Is  —  whether  such  treatment  is  quite  brotli> 
4h  aad  in  accordance  with  our  subordination  to  the  Bev.  Classls.  In  case  It 
please  the  Ber.  Classls  to  grant  our  request.  It  should  at  least  deign  to 
«•  of  this,  and  not  keep  the  young  man  deprived  of  his  certificates  so  long. 
it  not  be  an  opening  to  a  claim  of  superiority,  to  grant  such  privileges 
aad  to  refuse  them  to  another?  But  before  I  express  myself  on  this  things 
wait  vntll  the  ships  come  In.  Then,  at  any  rate,  I  shall  look  for  th« 
af  yonr  action  In  the  matter  of  the  Coetus. 
B«T.  must  certainly  know  what  progress  we  have  made  In  that  matter* 
Indeed,  that  the  Bev.  Classls  were  convinced  aa  much  as  we  are,  of  the 
of  a  Coetua,  not  only  for  the  maintenance  of  good  order,  but  also  for 
i  sattttng  of  disputes  which  may  arise,  subject,  of  course  to  an  appeal  to  the 
k  ClasBla.  In  our  opinion,  this  need  not  come  In  conflict  with  our  position 
Wkordlnatlon.  For,  although  we  belong  to  the  Bev.  Classls  —  let  that  bo 
tUttd,  although  it  is  not  obvious  to  all  —  yet  we  cannot  sit  In  sessions  with 
fMi&w.  Claaais,  because  we  are  ao  widely  separated.  But  is  that  a  reason  why 
'  ikooJd  not  settle  our  own  matters?  All  consistories  Indeed  stand  under  the 
Mis,  but  that  doea  not  deprive  them  of  all  power.  Are  we  then,  in  coming 
letter  from  all  the  consistories,  not  to  have  any  power  at  all?  For  our  Coetua 
I  BOt  be  anything  more  than  sn  annual  Assembly,  or  Gathering  of  Ministers^ 
tk  ooo  Elder  as  the  deputed  and  sutborlsed  representative  of  their  consls* 
las;  with  the  object  of  getting  things  In  better  order,  and  of  reconciling  and 
tmwtag.  In  a  friendly  spirit,  the  differences  which  exist  in  the  churches,  and 
Ick  cannot  be  aettled  by  the  action  of  one  consistory  alone.  Tet,  there  Is  no 
%  thing  aa  an  Intermediate  lM>dy  between  a  consistory  and  a  Classls.  Were  the 
r.  Claaala  disposed  to  regard  such  a  gathering  as  a  Classls,  this  would  not  bo 
■Istfnf  with  our  subordinate  relation  to  the  Classls,  seeing  that  no  Classls  can 
laog  under  another  Claaais;  but  under  such  conditions  we  would  have  to  resort 
the  BjBod. 

1st  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  so  odd  a  thing.  If  those  who  are  la 
narts^  but  belong  to  a  Classls  In  Holland,  should  themselves  hold  Claa- 
lettlnga.  And  It  la,  indeed,  worthy  of  consideration  whether  the  Ber. 
onght  not  to  enjoin  us  to  do  thia.  We  could  then,  on  being  sent  hither, 
U  cnaasleal  meetings  here.  Just  as  the  ministers  do,  who  are  aent  into  the 
aiiy.    That  wo  over  hero  need  ^oat  anch  an  aathorlsad  Cottns  ok  CViMAm  Va 
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altoff«tker  tefond  QnMtton;  and  for  that  wmmm  !■  a  wm^t$Mlt  «C 
hj  all  tlM  chorclica  here.    ThU  la  not  only  to  yiwrgat  tlM  wamaj 
wlileh  hara  ao  oftan  occurred,  and  do  yat  oaenr;  aocfa  aa  allowlac 
to  preach,  and  eren  to  aaeand  tha  pulpit;  tlia  alaaliv  ^ 
ilanlaaloa  ot  miniatora  from  their  olllcaa;  tha  fraattaw  ptTMlaalnn  to 
paraona  who  are  not  Ueanaed;  tha  accepting  by  tha  rMpaelabUi  chwch  aC 
kotfocck  of  tha  aotortooa  John  Van  Drleaaan  aa  ptaaehir  —  wha  haA  tha 
to  luatall  hlmaeU  In  tha  pnlpit  bj  the  naa  of  tha  lainlar  IhrMla. 

It  la  to  be  feared  from  snch  dolnga,  that  thara  wU  ha  a  lapaa  late 
taiaamnch  aa  the  ebnrches  do  pretty  maeh  aa  thej 
eommnnlcattona  of  tha  Ber.  Claaila  that  aeeau  to  ba  an  UMt 
to  do.    It  appears  alao  that  the  Bar.  Claada  haa  paid  bd  altaaflaa 
aereral  commnnlcatlona,  and  even  to  cartalB  <WiBp1a1at%  aa  aallad*  Bht  daft  eCi 
late  RcT.  (Henry)  Ooena.    The  dedaloa  (of  Glaail^  ralatlBc  ta  tha  WuHtm 
was  not  carried  oat,  ilnca  they  (the  complalnaat^)  would  aat 
Freellnshynaen  as  orthodox,    but  preferred  to  aeeapt  i 
(John  B.)  Beyger,  (Belger  or  Bleger)  who  la  an  Annlnlam. 

MoreoTcr,  such  a  Coetna  Is  necessary  In  order  to  ptaraat  tha  iMdl 
exaltation,  of  one  oTcr  another,  both  of  which  arlla  maat  tend  ta  tha 
af  Independent  (Shorches;  or  to  the  axardae  of  andna  pawar  hy  ihsi 
ehnrch.  With  me  Indeed,  the  chief  object  In  gettlnc  thia  OaaCoi,  la  ts 
Jnat  anch  thlnga  as  haye  recently  come  to  the  aorfhoa  la  a  prstsadil 
ance  carried  on  by  Bers.  Dn  BoHm,  Boele,  and  AatoaWaa,  and  appanallr 
at  by  the  Bot.  Classls.  Tonr  Ber.  Is  well  aware  of  all  tUa;  aad  tha  laa 
aeema  to  hare  glyen  It  aome  enconragemaat,  or  aahnowladCBMai^  W 
to  them  alone  a  copy  of  tha  Acta  of  Synod.  Bealda%  larnm 
(the  proofs  of  the  matter  are  at  hand)  In  that  thalr  Bara.  hava 
to  the  disaffected  In  Frellnghnysen's  chnreh,  and  craatad  aad 
coBslstortes,  and  haTe  seduced  others  thereto;  bat  ths^  hava 
thonselTes  to  haTe  been  appointed  by  the  Ber.  Olaaala  aa  OfaaaaaEB  aC  11 
here.  It  Is  trne,  that  Ber.  Dn  Bola  has  abandoned  thIa  oerraapoadaaaa  i 
that  It  would  no  longer  do.  This  became  clear  to  him  alao  froBi  tha 
emptory  decision  of  the  Ber.  Classis  In  the  case  of  the  Barltan  people;— ssl  hi 
now  sides  with  those  who  faror  the  organisation  of  a  Ooetna.  Ha  haa  aiss 
peace  with  Revs.  Freelinghuysen  and  Santvoord.  The  othera,  howarer,  atlll 
to  their  string,  and  keep  on  with  a  German,  named  Beyger,  [Blagar]  a  ama 
entertains  Arminian  sentiments,  and  who  Is  well  known  from  tha  Acta  id 
Indeed,  It  is  even  said  that  Bey.  Antonides  installed  him  aa  paator  at 
bnt  this  statement  still  lacks  fall  confirmation.  That  acconnta  for  tha  fsct  1M 
those  two  gentlemen  are  not  in  fayor  of  a  Coetna,  (propter  magnUea^  silli 
what  they  can  to  set  others  against  It.  They  eyen  seek  to  aute  it  odtaai  ll 
the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  besmirch  It  with  godless  slandara»  "n^^rg  It 
as  though  we  would  join  onrselyes  to  the  Church  of  Bngland. 
In  our  church  Episcopal  authority;  although  eyery  wdl-meantng  paraoa  Is  cM 
yinced  of  just  the  contrary,  as  well  as  of  our  salutary  and  ChriatiaB 
will  appear  to  the  Rey.  Classls  from  the  documenta  themselTea. 

For  these  two  weighty  reasons  —  not  to  speak  now  of  othera  —  aa  they 
themselyes  to  my  mind,  your  Bey.,  and  the  Bey.  Claasls,  will*  I  am  ssn^  ll 
thouroughly  convinced  of  the  fact  that  we  need  here,  not  only  a  eoRMpsaMil 
body,  but  also  an  authoritatiye  Coetus;  eyen  as  all  this  will  ba  ahowa  to  Ihi 
Bey.  Classls.  This  Is  the  only  way  in  which  the  breach  of  onr  Ehm  csa  U 
healed;  and  so  eyery  one  who  has  this  at  heart,  ought  to  urge  tha 
and  approval  of  thla  salutary  measure.  Of  the  Bey.  Olaaala  wa  expect 
less. 

By  the  goodness  of  God,  my  family  finds  Itself  In  health.    Wa  ahall  be  flat  li 
learn  the  same  of  your  Rey.   and  of  your  family.     Cloalng  herawtth,  wa 
your  Rey.  and  your  family  every  conceivable  favor  and  Mnasing     I 

Rev.  Sir,  and  very  Respected  Friend 

Your  Rev'a  Obedient  Servant. 

Second  River, 

28  Septambat,  IIVI. 
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Tbutitt  Chukch,  New  Yobk. 
Official  Pews. 

Siar,    Beiit.  2&    Ordered  **That  the  large  pew  under  the  Comer  of  the  New 
in  Trliiit7  Charch,  which  was  formerly  the  Gotb.  Pew,  be  appljed  for 
i  jame  of  the  Charch  Wardens  for  the  time  being,  and  that  the  Canopy  pew 
tibe  right  hand  side  of  the  aald  Sooth  Door  be  for  the  use  of  the  Commander 
i  Olllcers  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  of  Warr  for  the  time  being,  and  that  tht 
pews   before  the  said   Pew  be  for  the   use  of  Masters   of   Vessels   belngf 
i:     That  the  new  Pew  on  the  East  Side  of  the  Pulpit  be  for  the  use 
his  Majesty's  Conndll,  the  Judges  and  Attorney  General  for  the  time  being, 
that  the  Pew  which  was  formerly  for  the  use  of  his  Majesty's  Coundll  b% 
the  use  of  the  GoTemor  for  the  time  being." 

—  Dlz's  Hist  Trinity  Church,  L  217. 

Appbai.  in  Behalf  of  Staten  Island.     No  Date;  But 

About  Sept.,  1737. 

- -Bererend  Gentlemen,  Beqpected  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  >- 

■    Am  we  are  about  to  recommend  to  your  Bererences  a  steadily  declining  and  decay* 

'i^lilg  congregation,  please  to  put  a  good  Interpretation  on  our  request,  and  may  It 

neclTe  your  fayorable  attention.    We  refer  to  the  congregation  of  Staten  Island. 

:  It  Is  iB  too  feeble  a  condition  to  raise  the  salary,  small  as  It  Is,  which  It  promised 

^ts  their  pastor,  (Van  Santroord.)    The  facts  were  not.  Indeed,   unknown  to  us 

htflore^  hot  that  church  has  now  further  explained  to  us  their  situation,  and  re- 

fwstcd  to  talce  this  step.    Their  members  have  greatly  decreased  by  deaths  and 

ffsmorals  of  some  of  the  best  contributing  members  as  well  as  of  heads  of  families. 

Bailee  the  salary,  already  the  smallest  of  any  congregation  In  the  province,  now 

fills  to  be  raised  by  almost  one  half.    As  there  Is  nothing  In  the  treasury,  and 

they  liaye  no  way  of  payment  except  by  roluntary  contributions,   they  are  now 

owing  a  eonslderable  sum  to   their  teacher.    Their  Indebtedness   would   be  still 

greater,  if  other  congregations,  especially  certain  ones  on  Long  Island,  had  not 

charitably  assisted  them. 

Ber.  Gentlemen:    Yon  can  easily  understand  that  this  minister  on  Staten  Island* 
•■r  beloved  brother,  cannot,   under  such  circumstances,   be  very  sealous  In  the 
iotleo  of  his  oiBce;  and  these  same  causes  seem  likely  to  oppress  his  Rev.  and  his 
family  still  more  In  the  future.    At  any  rate,  under  such  circumstances,  he  will 
hardly  be  able  much  longer  to  endure  It.    His  congregation,  and  particularly  his 
Oensistory,  grieve  over  this  state  of  afTalrs.    And  they  do  this  the  more,  slnco 
they  l>esr  witness  that  his  Bev.  nas  always  shown  that  he  seeks  not  his  own  ad- 
vantage, and  tliat  he  greatly  sympathises  with  his  congregation  In  their  poverty. 
And  we,  too,  take  this  ease  very  much  to  heart.    Therefore,  with  all  respect,  we 
ventore  to  present  this  congregation,  in  their  deplorable  condition,  to  the  atten- 
tloD  of  your  Beverences,  and  with  earnest  prayers  to  recommend  It  to  you.    We 
cannot  doubt  but  that  your  Beverences,  like  ourselves,  will  be  filled  with  pity  1b 
their  behalf.    But  we  understand  that  care  Is  taken  of  needy  churches  In  foreign 
lands  in  the  Cliristlan  Synods;  and  as  your  Christian  charity  has  extended  to  the 
German  congregations,  we  dare  not  harbor  the  thought  but  that  your  Reverences 
and  the  Christian  Synod  will  come  with  ready  Inclination  and  practical  exhibition 
of  love  to  the  assistance  of  this  Dutch  congregation,  which  is  subordinate  to  your 
BcT.  Assembly,  and  whose  pastor  you  yourselves  sent  over  to  them. 

It  Is  therefore  onr  very  humble  prayer  that  your  Beverences  will  be  pleased  to 
take  to  heart  the  support  of  tills  Dutch  congregation  on  Staten  Island,  In  their 
distressed  condition;  and  that  you  will  also  recommend  It  to  the  Christian  Synod 
<Partlcnlar  Synod  of  North  Holland.) 

Tho  ease  speaks  for  Itself,  and  your  charity  toward  the  churches  Is  well  known. 
We  will  not,   therefore,   now  employ  any  further  argumenta.     We  feel  assured 
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that  your  Rertrtiicefl  «ad  the  Chrlitlui  Syiiod  will  perfloffm  a  tcij  gnat 
to  this  poor  concrcgatlon,  and  that  thus  alio  yon  will  attadi  ■•  and  c 
joortelvca. 

Commending  your  Eererences  to  God  and  the  Word  of  His  Giaee,  wittj 
leapect  and  esteem,  we  sign  oureelyes. 
Very  Ber.  Gentlemen,  Respected  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  tht  Lord. 

Toar  humble  servants, 
G.  Da  Bols,  B.  Freeman,  T.  J.  FrlUnghuysen,  Belnht.  BzlckaoB,  A. 
G.  Haeg hoort,  Johannes  Schuyler. 

JOUBITAL  OF  THB  Nbw  YoBK  CoUKOII.. 

1737,  Dec.  16.    George  Clarke^  Governor. 
Encouragement  Bill  for  a  Classical  School,  as  in  1733. 
up,  Read.    Committed,  624.    Passed,  625.    Enacted,  626. 

FBSLINGHTTYSXlf's    SsBlCONS.       1737. 

!A.  Summons  to  Bepentance,  to  the  Inhabitants  of  New  Yoric 
New  Jersey,  on  Occasion  of  an  Earthquake  on  Deo.  7,  1717. 

In  two  Sermons,  Explained,  Applied  and  Delivered  by 

Jacobus  Erelinghujsen, 

Printed  at  Utrecht  by  John  Groeningen.    Opposite  the  Ststi 

House. 

Preface  to  the  Pious  Beader* 

It  is  the  duty,  especially  of  Zion's  watchman,  to  sow  beside  all  waten^  (bk 
•2:  20,)  In  which  Is  Included  that  of  avaUlng  themselyes  of  suitable  times  ml 
places,  (especially  where  there  Is  an  open  door),  and  of  improrlng  all  opportmidA 
I  therefore  hope  that  no  one  will  take  it  111  of  me  that  I  haye  taken  oeesiMa 
from  the  earthquake  which  occurred  here  and  elsewhere,  as  In  Pennaylyanla  sal 
New  England,  to  move  my  hearers  to  godliness  and  stir  them  up  to  repentaaeSk 

I  am  now  about  forty-six  years  of  age,  and  already  in  the  twentieth  year  fC 
my  ministry,  having  been  ordained  to  my  oiBce  A.  D.  1717,  at  Bmden,  la  fait 
Vriesland;^  but  haye  never,  to  my  knowledge,  previously  to  this,  felt  an  earth- 
quake. By  this  I  was  awaked  out  of  sleep,  which  was  a  source  of  gratiflcatlM 
rather  than  of  regret  to  me.  Inasmuch  as  It  afforded  me  occasion  for  varied 
tatlon,  leading  me  to  think  of  the  duty  of  watching,  that  I  might  not  be 
among  those  shepherds  of  whom  the  Lord  complains,  (Isa.  63:  10^)  '*  Hla 
are  blind,  they  are  all  ignorant,  they  are  all  dumb  dogs,  they  cannot  bark;  sitty 
ing,  lying  down,  loving  to  slumber;  *'  and  of  **  Crying  aloud,  lifting  up  sny  vslet 
like  a  trumpet,  showing  my  people  their  transgression,  and  tne  house  of  Jaeob 
their  sins.'*    (Isa.  58:  7.) 

I  also  anticipated  judgments,  and  was  led  to  consider  what  aabject  would  now 
be  suitable  for  the  congregation.  On  this  occasion  these  two  aannoas  weit 
preached,  and  are  now  published  for  general  edification. 

It  is  true,  and  we  acknowledge  It  with  thankfulness,  the  Church  Is  provlM 
with   an  abundance  of   stirring  discourses   by   pious  divines,   and  could  readily 

^By  Johannes  Bmntua. 
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|Hi»  iHtk  •on;  but  ilioiild  thej  InerMse  the  number  of  them  they  will 
p  tajory;  for  I  depart  not  from  the  rule  of  ftlth;  no  orthodox  person  will 
detect  liereej.  In  addition  to  this,  there  are  no  personal  allnslons  here. 
Iht  CATtlen.  we  glre  onrselyea  no  trouble  respecting  them,  since  (throngh 
^elp  of  the  Lord,)  we  haTe  been  a  considerable  time  In  the  serrlce,  and 
eCore  cfxpect,  with  all  hnmlllty,  to  take  the  same  liberty  as  other  ministers, 
reader,  pemse,  with  regard  to  the  Injunction  of  the  word  of  God,  *'  prove 
hold  fast  that  which  Is  good."  (Thess.  6:  2L) 
i  wUU  I  hope,  prove  Irksome  to  no  one  that  there  Is  some  similarity  In  matter 
i  e»presalon  In  the  two  discourses.  They  were  delivered  In  two  different 
This  Is  also  the  consequence  of  similarity  In  the  subjects.  (Phil.  8:  1.) 
write  the  same  things  to  yon,  to  me  Indeed  Is  not  grievous,  but  for  you  It 

Ood  of  grace  favor  ns  with  the  grace  properly  to  observe  his  ways,  to 
that  thereby  we  may  be  stirred  op  to  **  serve  him  with  fear  and  reJolc« 

r  trembling.    (Ps.  2:  11.) 
im  jonr  servant  and  real  well-wisher  In  the  work  of  the  GospeL 

T.  J.  Frellnghuysen. 
^arttan.  New  Jersey, 

Febmary  2a,   O.  8.,   178& 

1.  The   BarthQuake    Improved.     Rev.    16:    IS.      '*  And   there    were   voices   and 
and  llghtenlngs,  and  there  was  a  great  earthquake,  such  as  was  not  slnc« 
were  upon  the  earth,  so  mighty  an  earthquake  and  so  great.'* — Preached  at 
Mile  Bnn.  Dec  U,  (O.  8.)  1787. 

X  The  Barthquake  Improved.  Job  9:  8.  **  Who  shaketh  the  earth  out  of  her 
plMe,  and  the  pillars  thereof  tremble." — Preached  at  North  Branch  (now  Read- 
|«tae.  N.  J.)  18  Dec.  1787.    (O.  &) 

(Reprinted  with  other  sermons  of  his  by  Board  of  Pabllcatlon  of  the  Reformed 
GhsKh  In  America,  186&) 

ENI.ABOSMXNT  OF  TbINITY  ChTJROH,  NbW  YoRK DESCRIP- 
TION  OF. 

nST.  The  general  appearance  of  this  church,  after  certain  repairs  In  1737,  It 
this  given  by  Smith  In  his  history  of  New  York,  published  about  1758: 

"Trinity  Church  was  built  In  168({,  and  afterward  enlarged  In  1737.  It  standa 
fttj  pteaaaatly  upon  the  banks  of  Hudson's  River,  and  has  a  large  Ometery  on 
iMh  sldc^  Inclosed  In  the  Front  by  a  painted  paled  Fence.  Before  It  a  long 
Ifalk  Is  railed  off  from  the  Broad-way,  the  pleasantest  Street  of  any  In  the 
■holt  Town.  The  building  Is  about  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  feet  long,  In- 
itaiing  the  Tower  and  Chancel,  and  seventy-two  feet  In  breadth.  The  Steeple 
hi  one  hvndred  and  seventy-five  feet  In  height,  and  over  the  Door,  facing  the 
llTCf*  la  tka  fdllowing  Inscription:  " 

*«  Per  AngnsUm." 
[For  this  Latin  Inscription,  see  YoL  II.  of  these  Bccleslastlcal  Records,  pagt 

Mth  than  contlnnca: 

''The  church  la,  within,  ornamented  beyond  any  other  Place  of  publick  wor- 
hip  aBongst  ns.  The  Head  of  the  Chancel  la  adorned  with  an  Altar-piece,  and 
Vpoalta  to  It,  at  the  other  Bnd  of  the  Building,  Is  the  Organ.  [Not  placed  there 
artll  1740.]  The  Tops  of  the  Pillars  which  support  the  Galleries,  are  decked 
rith  the  gUt  Busts  of  Angels  winged.  From  the  celling  are  suspended  two 
llaas  Branchea,  and  on  the  Walls  hang  the  Arms  of  some  of  Its  principal  Bene- 
BCtem    The  Allies  are  paved  with  flat  stones." 

ftiUth's  New  York,  188.    Dlx,  L  219. 

*  The  shore  of  the  Blver  was  then  along  Greenwich  street. 
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Correspondenoe  from  America. 

1737,  JaiL  7.    Bev-.  Weiss  to  the  Classifl  of  Amstefdam. 
found. 

Acts  of  thb  Classis  of  Amstesdaic 

Art  6  —  Question  About  Romish  Baptism. 

1738y  Jan.  19th.  Key.  Boom  (or  Borm)  minister  on  the  iala 
of  St.  Thomas,  asked  of  Colleague  Houthof  how  to  act  m  the  cm 
of  a  negress,  who  desired  to  become  a  church  member.  She  adi 
that  she  was  baptized  in  her  youth  by  a  Spanish  Pater,  (Priest),  a| 
the  presence  of  witnesses  who  were  negroes.  This  questkHi,  ha^, 
ing  been  communicated  by  Bev.  Houthof  to  the  Classiay  he  it  At 
same  time  read  a  reply  to  that  question,  which  reply  was  acoeptel 
and  approved  by  the  Bev.  Classis  with  thanks.     zL  263. 

[The  answer  is  not  giren;  bnt  Romish  Baptism  was  generally  recognised  kf  tti* 
Dutch  Church;  but  it  was  realiy  left  to  the  decision  of  each  Mlalstcr  vltl  i^ 
Consistory.] 

Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Jan.  31,  1737-8,  1738. 

Consistory  held,  after  calling  on  God's  Name.  Present:  Eldeiv 
John  Hardenbrock,  Jacobus  Roosevelt,  Abrm.  Lefferts,  WyBant 
Van  Zandt,  Antony  Rutgers,  Abraham  Boelen. 

Deacons :  Conrad  Ten  Eyck,  John  Grossbeck,  Petrus  Rutgers 
Evert  Byvanck,  Gelyn  Verplanck,  Robert  Livingston,  Jr. 

Church  Masters:  Abraham  Lynse,  Francis  Marschalk,  Abnn 
Hardenbroek,  Joris  Brinkerhof. 

The  proceedings  had  in  the  Consistory  Chamber  on  Septembc 
7th  last  (1737)  and  following  days,  by  the  ministers  who  the 
met  together,  were  read  to  the  meeting  by  domine  Du  Boia  i 
President,  and  approved  by  all ;  only  Mr.  Van  Zandt  signified  th 
he  would  pass  it  by  until  a  result  was  reached,  and  the  charact 
of  the  business  shown.     It  was  further  ordered  by  the  approvii 
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ambeTB,  that  the  same  should  bo  entered  in  the  Church-Book.  It 
as  follows:  (Here  the  proceeding  of  Sept  7,  1737  were  en- 
red,  but  see  them  under  date  of  Sept  7,  1737.) 

Dutch  Chukch  of  New  Yoke:. 
On  Delegates  to  the  Proposed  Coetus. 

New  York,  Feb.  21,  1737-8.  (1788). 

Consistory  held  to-day.  After  calling  on  Grod's  name,  it  was 
letermined  with  much  unanimity,  that  two  elders  from  this  body 
■liould,  from  time  to  time,  assist  at  the  proposed  Coetus;  and  for 
iibe  present,  Ab.  Lefferts  and  Anthony  Rutgers  were  chosen,  one 
Ibung  in  the  second,  and  the  other  in  the  first  year  of  his  service. 

,  Besolved,  That  henceforth,  every  year,  when  an  election  of 
Hdders  is  had,  one  of  the  three  new  elders  shall  be  chosen  as  a  dele- 
4^  to  the  Coetus.  He  shall  continue  such  for  two  years;  and  so 
"•hall  it  be  with  each  one  so  chosen  from  year  to  year. 

It  was  also  Resolved,  That  when  the  ministers  and  elders  from 
Qie  several  churches  met  here,  in  April  and  May  next,  they  shall 
iuive  the  free  use  of  the  Consistory  Chamber.* 

G.  Du  Bois^  p.  t  Praeses. 

CHASSIS  OF  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Bohm  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  March  10,  1738, 

Extract: 

"  Last  fall  there  came  to  this  country  Domine  Dorsius  as  the 
regular  minister  of  the  Low-Dutch  congregation  at  Shaminy,  in 
Bucks  County,  (Pa.);  and  with  him  came  another,  named  Van 
Basten,  who  was  not  yet  ordained.  Nevertheless  he  is  still  going 
ibout  in  this  country,  preaching  here  and  there.  He  says  that  he 
WUB  sent  thither  by  Holland.    But  he  has  never  given  us  any  joy  "• 
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In  Pa.  bundle,  92,  Hague. 


(^  Hcnee  It  tinpemn  tbMt  tbejr  expected  a  ftpeedj  answer  from  Ho\\&n<l,  ap^TO'vV^^ 
he  JJMB  of  m  Ooetag;  but  the  matter  WM  not  conaummated  toe  bIim  Te«LT%,  «t 
bW  1747,]  • 
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AOTS  OF  THE  ClASSIB  OF  AlCSTKBDAlC 

Letters  to  Saba,  New  York,  etc 

1738,  April  14th.    The  answers  to  the  letters  from  the 
ters  at  Saba,  New  York,  Colombo,  and  Gale,  drawn  up 
Rev.  Deputies,  were  approved.     xL  268. 

Olassib  of  Amsterdaic* 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Bevs.  Erickzon  and  Ha^hoort  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Apoll 
20,  1738.    Extracts,  xxii.  420.    Ordination  of  Schuyler. 

Reverend  Gentlemen  and  Very  Dear  Brethren: — The  ooiig»i 
gation  of  Schoghary  did  not  receive  your  Reverences'  lettei^ 
dated  the  1st  of  October  1736,  until  on  the  3rd  of  March  of  tUl 
year,  1738.     We  cannot  ascertain  how  this  happened;  it  is  moi^  { 
likely,  that  it  has  long  been  quietly  lying  at  New  York,  and  thl 
they  forgot  to  send  it     The  Rev.   Classis  must  therefore  not 
wonder  that  we  did  not  sooner  inform  them  of  our  proceedings. 
Your  Reverences  will  please  to  cover  with  brotherly  charity  some 
expressions  which  Domine  Haeghoort  used,  in  a  letter  of  the  21rt 
of  September  1737.     We  were  out  of  patience,  and  were  veiy 
anxious  about  the  certificates  of  Domine  Schuyler.     It  was  very 
fortunate  that  your  letter  arrived  all  right,  as  the  envelope  was 
almost  worn  away,  the  seals  were  broken  and  had  been  renewed. 
We  are,  however,  now  fully  persuaded  of  the  great  zeal  of  tbe 
Eev.  Classis  in  behalf  of  the  service,  welfare  and  advancement 
of  our  churches  here,  and  herewith  most  gratefully  recognize  it 
Domine  Schuyler  does  the  same  for  himself  and  his  congregation, 
as  may  be  seen  in  his  letter,  here  enclosed. 

We  must  on  this  occasion  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Rev.  Classis,  whether  it  might  not  be  found  (advisable)  for  ns 
here,  in  order  to  prevent  inconveniences  and  disorders^  to  adopt 
the  ancient  customs  and  acxie^ted  church  rules,  bj  establishing 
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Coetus;  bo  that,  when  a  worthy  individual  comes  before  mBj  he 
it  be  examined  by  the  Coetus,  and  admitted  to  preach,  (to 
:e  propositions;)  and  when  legally  called^  that  the  call  might 
approved  by  the  Coetus;  and  furthermore,  that  everything 
it  be  done,  that  is  necessary;  but  under  the  conditions  of 
■fttrefully  writing  and  reporting  all  to  the  Rev.  Classis.  You 
Would  highly  oblige  us,  if  your  Beverences  would  please  to  com- 
municate to  us  and  send  over  your  thoughts  and  advices  concern- 
big  this  matter. 

In  consequence  of  your  permission,  and  other  writings,  we, 
^vith  Domine  Curtenius,  our  nearest  obtainable  neighbor,  duly. 
Bcxamined  Domine  Schuyler.     Having  found  him  qualified  we  or- 
dained him  here  publicly  by  imposition  of  our  hands,  in  our  church 
ftt  Second  Biver,  on  the  18th  of  April,  after  a  preceding  sermon 
fcy  Domine  Haeghoort  on  Zeph.  3. 9 :    "  For  then  will  I  turn  (re- 
Ctoie)  to  the  people  a  pure  language,  that  they  may  all  call  upon 
the  Name  of  the  Lord,  to  serve  him  with  one  consent ".     We 
liave  done  concerning  him  everything  that  is  demanded,  accord- 
ing to  the  express  conditions  of  your  Eeverences.     We  could  have 
wished  to  have  ordained  his  Reverence  in  his  own  congregation; 
btit  that  is  nearly  two  hundred  English  miles  north  of  us.     Do- 
mine Erickzon  is  no  longer  at  Schoonegthade,  which  is  not  far 
from  that  place;  but  he  is  now  at  the  Nauwezinks,  (Neversink) 
about  forty  miles  south  of  us.      His  Reverence  [Schuyler]  re- 
fieved  us  from  the  trouble  of  this  journey;  for  he  came  down 
to  us,  (from  Schoharie)  with  two  Elders,  one  from  the  Germans, 
the  other  from  the  Dutch,  who  were  deputed  by  the  Consistories 
representing  the  whole  congregation.     In  the  presence  of  these 
representatives  we  ordained  and  installed  him,  and  made  a  proper 
record  of  all  our  proceedings.     We  required  his  Reverence  to 
sign  the  Formulas  of  Unity,  etc.,  and  sent  copies  of  everything 
with  hiTTi  to  the  congregation  of  Schoghary,  to  be  read  by  him 
to  his  congregation,  at  his  introductory  sermon,  as  is  usual  here 
bk  tfali  eonntiy.     All  this  was  done  to  the  great  satisfaction  of 
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Letters  to  Sabt,  New  Yoik,  etc. 

1788,  April  14tk    The  answers  to  the  letten  fiom  Ihe 
ters  at  Saba,  New  York,  Colombo,  and  Oale^  dzswa  ng  I 
Ber.  Deputies,  were  approved.    xL  268. 

Classis  of  Amstbbdaic 

Correspondence  from  Amerioa. 

BevB.  Erickzon  and  Ha^oort  to  the  dassiB  of  Asuterdaaii 
20, 1788.    Extracts,  zoL  420.    Ordination  a£  Bdajkat. 

Bererend  (Gentlemen  and  Very  Dear  Brethxai:-^  lbs 
gation  of  Sehoghary  did  not  receive  your  Berrenoosi^ 
dated  the  1st  of  October  1786,  until  on  the  8rd  of  Mazdi  of 
year,  1788.     We  cannot  ascertain  how  this  happened;  it  is 
likely,  that  it  has  long  been  quietly  lybg  at  New  York^  and 
they  forgot  to  send  it     The  Bev.  Classis  must  liierefoTS  not 
wonder  that  we  did  not  sooner  inform  them  of  our  proceedngL 
Your  Beverences  will  please  to  cover  with  brotherly  charity  sons 
expressions  which  Domine  E[aeghoort  used,  in  a  letter  of  the  Slit 
of  September  1737.     We  were  out  of  patience,  and  were  veiy  ■ 
anxious  about  the  certificates  of  Domine  Schuyler.    It  was  veiy 
fortunate  that  your  letter  arrived  all  right,  as  the  envelope  tns 
almost  worn  away,  the  seals  were  broken  and  had  been  renews^ 
We  are,  however,  now  fully  persuaded  of  the  great  seal  of  tht 
Bev.  Classis  in  behalf  of  the  service,  welfare  and  advanoeaoiie&t 
of  our  churches  here,  and  herewith  most  gratefully  recognise  it 
Domine  Schuyler  does  the  same  for  himself  and  his  congregation, 
as  may  be  seen  in  his  letter,  here  enclosed. 

We  must  on  this  occasion  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Bev.  Classis,  whether  it  might  not  be  found  (advisable)  for  vs 
here,  in  order  to  prevent  inconveniences  and  disorders^  to  adopt 
the  ancient  customs  and  succei^ted  church  rules,  l^  eetabltthing 


Elders. 
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fapell  as  to  the  whole  Church-Order,  and  the  Formulas  of  Unity. 
Hbrewith  we  remain,  with  good  wishes  for  every  spiritual  and; 
^  teaaix>oral  blessings  to  the  Bev.  Classis. 

Beverend  Gentlemen  and  Esteemed  Brethren, 

Tour  devoted  brothers  in  Christ, 

"  John  Schuyler,  EccL  at  Schogherie. 

his 
Jonas  X  Larrowa 
mark 

.  Johan  Pieter   hies 

3Biidorsed:     New  York, 

Without  date,  but  in  April  or  May,  1788. 

Olassis  of  Amstbbdam, 

Correspondence  from  America* 

Sev.  G(eorge  Michael  Weiss  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  April 

24, 1738.    See  also  Schlatter's  Life,  42. 

To  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam : —  As  the  Very  Eev.  Classis 

^  gloriously  defends,  in  general,  that  Religion,  which  has  been 

^Beformed,  conformably  to  God's  word;  and  especially,  defends 

it  here,  with  their  wisdom  and  godly  counsel,  of  which  we  in 

Ameriea  have  had  sufficient  proof,  in  various  places: 

Therefore  I  consider  it  my  bounden  duty  to  follow,  in  every- 
thing, most  obediently,  the  Christian  advice  of  the  Rev.  Classis, 
berng  fully  aware  that  it  is  for  the  honor  of  God,  and  the  best 
interest  of  God's  Church:  I  therefore,  without  delay  made  a 
Christian  proposal  to  the  Reformed  (German)  congregation  in 
Pennsylvania,  to  induce  them  to  yield  obedience  (to  the  Classis.) 
Then,  they  too,  might  advance  the  welfare  of  God's  Church,  and 
not  to  waver,  much  less  listen  to  sectarians;  but  in  peace  and 
charity  they  might  continue  to  build  up  the  Church  and  to  serve 
God  with  all  fidelity.  For  I  consider  it  to  be  my  duty,  conf  om^ 
ably  to  my  holy  service,  to  look  after  God's  honor  and  glory  with 
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AOTS  OF  THE  ClASSIB  OF  AlCSTXBDAlC 

Letters  to  Saba,  New  York,  etc 

1738,  April  14th.    The  answers  to  the  letters  from  the 
ters  at  Saba,  New  York,  Colombo,  and  Gale,  drawn  up  by 
Rev.  Deputies,  were  approved.     xL  268. 

Olassis  of  Amsterdaic 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Bevs.  Erickzon  and  Ha^hoort  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  A] 
20,  1738.    Extracts,  xxii.  420.    Ordination  of  Schuyler. 

Reverend  Gentlemen  and  Very  Dear  Brethren: — The  ooognK 
gation  of  Schoghary  did  not  receive  your  Reverences'  lettei^ 
dated  the  1st  of  October  1736,  until  on  the  3rd  of  March  of  Hm 
year,  1738.  We  cannot  ascertain  how  this  happened;  it  is  nMMk 
likely,  that  it  has  long  been  quietly  lying  at  New  York,  and  thit 
they  forgot  to  send  it  The  Rev.  Olassis  must  therefore  not 
wonder  that  we  did  not  sooner  inform  them  of  our  proceedings. 
Your  Reverences  will  please  to  cover  with  brotherly  charity  some 
expressions  which  Domine  Haeghoort  used,  in  a  letter  of  the  21it 
of  September  1737.  We  were  out  of  patience,  and  were  very 
anxious  about  the  certificates  of  Domine  Schuyler.  It  was  tcij 
fortunate  that  your  letter  arrived  all  right,  as  the  envelope  waft 
almost  worn  away,  the  seals  were  broken  and  had  been  renewed 
We  are,  however,  now  fully  persuaded  of  the  great  zeal  of  tbe 
Bev.  Olassis  in  behalf  of  the  service,  welfare  and  advanconent 
of  our  churches  here,  and  herewith  most  gratefully  recognixe  it 
Domine  Schuyler  does  the  same  for  himself  and  his  congr^tion, 
as  may  be  seen  in  his  letter,  here  enclosed. 

We  must  on  this  occasion  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Rev.  Olassis,  whether  it  might  not  be  found  (advisable)  for  ns 
here,  in  order  to  prevent  inconveniences  and  disorders^  to  adopt 
the  ancient  customa  and  acxie^V^i  Q\i>\T<».b.  rules,  bj^  establishiog 
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S.  Ko  tcAchen  shall  be  permitted  in  the  Ooetna  except  inch  as  hare  a 
letoTx  eertlflcate,  doe  qnallfleatlon,  and  a  lawful  call  and  commission,  ao> 
to  the  Order  of  our  Ohurch. 

* 

Axt.  4.  In  the  Coetus,  nothlnf  except  ecclesiastical  affairs  shall  be  treated^ 
tbnt  In  an  ecclesiastical  manner,  and  agreeablj  to  Ood'a  Word  and  the 
aiilms  of  Unity;  and  no  decision  shall  be  rendered,  except  in  subordination  to 
Clasaia  of  Amsterdam,  and  according  to  Articles  80  and    81  of  the  Ohnxeli 

Axt,  Q.  No  matters  of  dlspnte  shall  be  considered  in  the  Ooetns,  except  such  as 

bo  sobmitted  to  it  in  a  regular  manner,  according  to  the  Rules  of  the  Sjnod 

Doit;  and  these  cases  shall  be  for  the  remoTal  of  difficulties  in  reference  to 

or  life;  for  the  promotion  and  establishment  of  mutual  peace  and  unitj; 

tte  general  edification  of  the  congregations. 

Art.  6L  Whoerer  shall  find  himself  aggrleyed  bj  the  action  of  the  Coetus  shall 
fun  right  of  appeal  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.    Thej  shall  also  in  affairs 
Importance  accept  the  advice  of  the  Classis,  according  to  Articles  76  and  79; 
at  an  times  shall  thej  serve  themselves  of  the  good  counsel  and  help  of  th« 
And  they  who  appeal  to  Classis,  and  they  who  are  concerned  in  any 
matter  about  which  the  Coetus  seeks  the  advice  and  judgement  of  the  Classis,— 
and  likewise  also  the  Coetus  itself  shall  all  equally  submit  to  the  advice 
Judgement  of  the  Classis,  according  to  Church-Order. 
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Art  7.  Bach  congregation  shall  retain  Its  own  freedom  in  the  management  of 
Its  affairs,  according  to  the  Constitution  of  our  Church  as  established  by  the 
Wfnod.  of  Dort;  but  for  the  greater  benefit  of  the  congregations,  according  to  the 
Cnedom  established  by  the  Church-Order,  the  congregations  which  belong  to 
^kt  Coetus  shall  be  grouped  into  suitable  Circuits;  so  that  if  circumstances  occur 
'Vkleh  cannot  be  determined  by  particular  congregations,  and  yet  cannot  endure 
^liy.  they  may  be  amicably  settled  by  the  neighboring  ministers  of  that  Cir- 
«sit  if  requested;  but  if  this  be  not  accomplished,  they  are  then  to  be  brought 
t»  the  Coetus. 

Art  8.  No  minister  or  Consistory  shall  allow  anyone  to  preach  in  their  con- 
tKgation  unless  he  has  unimpeachable  proof  that  he  has  had  a  legal  advanco- 
isent  to  the  public  ministry  In  the  Reformed  Churches.  Therefore,  also,  no 
Dntch  Consistory  shall  allow  anyone  to  preach,  where  no  minister  is  settled, 
voless  said  minister  or  proponent  shall  have  previously  exhibited  his  legal  com- 
Bission  to  two  of  the  neighboring  ministers. 

Art  0.  N.  B.  What  belongs  to  the  matter  of  making  a  call,  whether  it  be  sent 
to  Holland,  or  whether  it  be  sent  to  one  in  some  congregation  in  these  Provinces, 
it  shall  be  done  according  to  the  Church-Order.  Where  there  is  no  minister,  two 
eonnselors  shall  be  employed;  and  with  this  understanding,  that  henceforth,  in 
•n  calls.  It  shall  be  expressly  stipulated  that  the  minister  called  shall  belong 
to  the  Coetus;  and  having  made  application  thereto  he  shall  be  received  as  a 
member  thereof  on  the  exhibition  of  a  lawful  call  made  out  to  him;  and  the  con- 
gregations wliich  have  made  calls  already,  are  also  requested,  by  this  article,  to 
trge  their  future  ministers  to  agree  hereto. 

Art  10.  Annually,  there  shall  be  written  a  general  letter  to  the  Classis.  After 
it  shall  have  been  read  to  the  Coetus  and  approved,  (it  shall  be  sent)  In  the 
name  of  the  Churches.  Its  object  shall  be  to  make  known,  briefiy,  the  ecclesi- 
astical condition  of  the  churches  in  this  Province;  and  also  thus  to  maintain 
fraternal  oorrespondence  with  the  Classis,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
Netherlands  Reformed  Church-Order.  And  for  the  greater  unity  with  the  Church 
of  the  Fatherland,  we  request  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  please  to  send  us 
ycarty  a  copy  of  the  Acts  of  the  Synod,  in  order  the  better  to  regulate  thereby 
our  ecclesiastical  affairs,  for  the  benefit  and  edification  of  the  churches. 

Art  11.  Such  a  Coetus,  once  a  year,  at  New  York,  or  in  some  other  place  as 
may  be  determined  by  said  Coetus,  Is  to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  September. 
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the  congregations,  and  thereupon  entered,  with  your  letter,  inl 
their  church  book. 

We  have  thus  strictly  obeyed  the  orders  of  the  Rev.  Claan^ 
and  done  everything,  that  was  demanded  to  carry  out  your  in- 
structions. In  cases  of  this  kind  occurring  in  the  future,  we  shall 
act  according  to  your  rules.  With  wishes  for  immediate  and 
powerful  blessings  on  the  Rev.  Classis,  we  remain, 

Very  Respectfully,  Reverend  Gentlemen  and  Dear  Brethieii 
Your  obliged  and  obedient  servants  and  brethren  in  Christ  Jesna, 

Reinhart  Erichzon,   Eccl.   at   Nauwezmbb 

(Neversink) 
Gerard  Haeghoort,  Ecd.  at  Second  Eiver. 
(Belleville) 
Becond  River,  the  20th  of  April,  1788. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Church  of  Schoharie  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     About  April 

1738.     Extract,  xxii.  421. 

Reverend  Gentlemen  and  Esteemed  Brethren  in  Christ: — Al- 
though your  letter  of  the  1st  of  October,  1736,  only  reached  us 
on  the  2nd  of  March  in  the  year  1738,  the  contents  of  the  same 
filled  us  with  joy,  because  your  Reverences  therein  so  kindly 
granted  us  our  humble  request.     We  consider  ourselves,  there- 
fore, bound  to  make  cordial  acknowledgements  to  you,  because 
otherwise,  no  means  could  have  been  found  among  us,  to  procure 
for  our  congregation  a  regular  pastor  and  teacher.     We  hope  and 
pray,  that  the  service  of  our  teacher  among  us  may  be  so  blessed 
of  Heaven,  that  we  may  joyfully  report  to  your  Reverences  the 
good  fruits  produced  among  us.     We  further  assure  you,  that 
our  pastor,  as  well  as  our  whole  congregation,  will  strictly  keep 
to  the  fundamental  tTU\,\i^  «LCce^\.^ftL  m  \\i^  ^&ftferrcaftd  Church,  as 
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If  th«  brethren  of  the  Ber.  OlaMli  realise  the  neceeety  of  a  Coetns  for  us, 
ivch  more  mint  we  be  eonylnced  of  the  ume,  teeing  that  we  have  been 
to  bear  the  palnfol  oonsequencee  of  the  lack  of  such  a  Bodj,  and  do  jet 
experience  them.    We,  therefore,  who  are  set  as  Shepherds  and  Oyerseers 
ditirchea,   belleye  that  we  should  quite  fall   to  perform  our  dutj,   and 
even  neglect  that  which  Is  for  our  own  well-fare.  If  we  should  not  give 
heed  to,  and  seek  to  carrj  Into  effect  such  wise  and  salutary  advice,  and 
unitedly  take  to  heart  and  adyance  the  best  Interests  of  our  Zlon. 
With  that  end  In  Tlew.  then,  we  haye  — In  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  fh>m  a 
desire  and  pure  love  of  unity  and  peace,  and  also  to  prevent  either  Inde- 
■tadency  or  a  lording  over  others,  one  or  the  other  of  which  Is  to  be  feared  — 
'^n  hare  undertaken  to  establish  among  us  here  an  Annual  Assembly  or  Coetus 
^  mhilsters,  and  an  equal  number  of  elders.    Repeatedly  hare  we  Informed  the 
^«r.  Classis  of  tliis  matter,   although  to  our  surprise,  we  hare  never  received 
a  word  in  reply.    But  we  have  not  wanted  to  do  anything  in  such  an  undertaking^ 
eieept  with  tlie  previous  knowledge  of  the  Rev.  Classis.    In  all  our  communlca- 
Uns  sent  to  the  Classis,  as  well  as  in  special  letters,  sent  to  individual  members 
tkereof  we  have  tried  to  set  forth  most  emphatically  the  salutariness  and  great 
>t«es8lty  of  a  Coetus. 
We  deem  It,  therefore,  unnecessary  now  to  go  into  an  extensive  repetition  on 
subjects.    Nevertheless,  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  to  inform  the  Rev.  Classis 
*(  the  fact,  that  we  came  together  here  in  New  York,  on  the  24th  and  25th  of 
April,  1788.     We  then  resolved  to  organise  a  Coetus  —  Such  a  Body  as  is  here- 
with presented  in  forma  to  the  Rev.  Classis.    Such  are  the  Chief  or  Fundamental 
Aitieles,  upon  which  it  should  rest,  if  it  be  constituted.    It  is  to  be  a  Coetus,  in 
^hich   we,   the  Ifinisters   and    Blders   shall   ourselves  consider,   determine,   give 
*«ntenee  upon,  and  settle  all  matters  snd  dissensions  that  occur,  or  which  are 
^cought  before  us  for  action;  for  being  on  the  ground,  we  are  In  the  best  possl- 
t^le  position  to  judge  of  them,   and  to  check  and  smother    them  in  their  very 
tkeglnnlngs.     In  such  a  Coetus  we  shall  further  adopt  —  agreeably  to  the  Word 
^f  Ood,  the  Formulae  of  Unity,  etc. —  such  salutary  resolutions  as  can  be  carried 
tato  effect  for  the  general  good,  and  for  the  removal  of  the  many  irregularltlea 
mud  Improprieties  which  exist. 

Thus  may  good  order  be  maintained  in  the  Churches  of  Jesus  Christ  according 
to  their  establishment  here.  Such  a  Coetus  is  desired  by  all  our  churches  over 
here,  as  the  only  meuns  whereby  they  may  strengthen  themselves  and  be  de- 
veloped. The  Classis  is  too  far  distant  from  us  to  act  upon  all  our  affairs;  and 
too  much  time  elapses  on  that  account  for  their  action  and  decision,  for  the 
parties  to  regulate  themselves  In  accordance  with  It.  It  is  to  be  a  Coetus,  how- 
ever. In  which  we  do  not  wish  to  cut  ourselves  entirely  loose  from  the  Rev. 
Classis,  but  to  remain  subordinate  according  to  Church-Order:  that  Is  to  say, 
to  the  extent  of  taking  counsel  with  Classis;  having  correspondence  with  Classis; 
and  granting  power  of  sppeal  to  the  Classis,  in  accordance  with  our  Funda- 
mental Articles.  In  everything,  slso,  we  expect  to  conform  ourselves  to  the 
Cbvrebes  of  our  Fatherland,  by  following  the  ordinsnces  of  the  Synod  of  Dor- 
drecht so  far  as  it  is  possible,  and  consistent  with  the  condition  of  the  church, 
in  this  country. 

If;  then,  the  Rev.  Brethren  of  the  Clsssis  of  Amsterdam  do  In  the  least  degree 
take  to  heart  the  welfare  of  our  churches  over  here,  and  the  successful  progress 
of  the  Reformed  Kellgion: — and  this  we  dare  not  for  a  moment  doubt,  inasmuch 
as  we  have  had  by  experience  too  mnny  proofs  of  it;  one  great  proof  being,  in 
their  having  given  us  this  salutary  advice  to  establish  a  Coetus,  and  their  fre- 
quently urging  us  to  consummate  the  same;  so  that  they  themselves  were  tha 
first  Instigators  to  this  salutary  work: —  if  the  brethren  do  this,  we  do  not  doubt 
at  all  but  that  our  work,  though  carried  forward  slowly  and  under  many  dlfB- 
enltles,  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  them.  And  we  hereby  humbly  request,  that 
It  may  please  their  Revs,  to  ratify  our  Coetus  by  their  sanction  of  it,  and  by 
tbeir  authority,  in  order  that  it  may  appear  to  the  world,  not  only  that  we  are 
not  Independents,  but  also  that  we  may  not  be  an  object  of  mockery  by  those 
wko  are  against  us;  but  on  the  contrary,  that  those  too,  may  be  persuaded  to 
join  hands  with  us,  and  to  work  together  to  heal  the  breach  of  our  already  Im- 
paired Zlon;   yea.   In  order  that,   in  these  regions,   now  belonging  to  the  Crown 
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of  Great  Britain,  we  maj  be  respected,  and  contlniie  to  be  respected  bf  all 
denominations,  and  bj  all  persons,  as  Dutch  Reformed  Cburclus,  In  ooi 
with  the  National  Synod  of  Dordrecht. 

We  also  request  that  the  Bey.  Clasals  wonld  remember  na,  and  menttoa  n 
onr  matters  before  the  Christian  Synod,  as  la  done  in  behalf  of  other  foni^l 
churches,  so  that  that  Synod  also  may  take  to  heart  the  condition  of  onr  ekarehi^ 
and  that  onr  unity  with  the  churches  of  the  Fatherland  may  the  more  ckutf 
appear. 

To  that  end,  may  the  Ood  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesns  Christ  poor  ost 
your  BeTS.  the  Spirit  of  Wisdom  and  prudence;  and  may  He  so  guide  your 
that  they  shall  redound  to  the  extension  of  his  ELlngdom  and  the  masnlfytaf 
his  Name!     Abiding  in  this  heart-felt  wish  and  prayer,   we   remain,  with 
respect.  Bey.    Sirs    and    Brethrea, 

Your  BeTS.  well-wishing  and  Indebted  Servants  and  Brethren  in  ChM, 

Signed  in  name  of  all, 

Oualtenis  Dn  Bola,  Pres. 
Gerard    Heagboort,   Scifbi. 

New  York,   27th  April,  im 

P.  S.  Among  the  ministers  the  following  are  against  this  Coetns:  Bev&  BiH 
Antonides,  Ifandus  and  Muxellus;  but  not  at  all,  therefore,  the  OmslstoflM  4 
New  York  and  Long  Island.  Nor  Bey.  Vas,  the  Colleague  of  Bey.  Mandas;  ndtkr 
as  we  understand  it  the  entire  church  of  Bey.  Muselius.  And  we  doubt  ai^ 
that,  upon  the  ratification  of  these  Articles  by  the  Bey.  Classls,  they  will  fiUI  la 
Owing  to  the  death  of  Bey.  Peter  Van  Drlessen,  the  Consistory  of  Albany  eRU 
not  send  the  Bey.  Van  Schle  as  delegate.  Schenectady,  too*  Is  Tseant  Itr. 
Boehm  also,  with  his  elder,  attended  our  meeting;  and,  though  so  far  tnm  9, 
will  be  glad  to  be  a  member  of  our  Coetus.  On  account  of  Us  own,  aal  Ik 
church's  desolate  condition  among  the  Germans  In  Philadelphia,  and  la  tkit 
neighborhood,  in  Pennsylyanla,  as  is  already  known  to  the  Bey.  Olassls  trem  Ik 
own  reports,  he  commends  himself  most  earnestly  to  your  loye  and  CluMtai 
eompassion. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     1738. 

Extracts  from  a  letter  of  certain  ministers  of  New  Nethe^ 
land,  sent  over  with  the  foregoing,  April  27,  1738.  [Ministers 
of  the  Coetus.] 

1.  They  make  known  the  decline  of  the  church  on  Staten  Island,  on  tccooBt 
of  the  loss  of  many,  either  by  death  or  removal,  so  that  at  present  the  salary  doM 
not  foot  up  to  nearly  one  half.  They  are  also  In  arrears  to  the  minister  to  a  cos- 
slderable  amount.  If  this  remains  so,  the  minister  will  not  be  able  to  tesulB 
there. 

2.  That  this  greatly  grleyes  his  congregation  and  Its  Consistory  in  particnltr, 
as  well  as  himself,  (Van  Santvoord). 

3.  Accordingly,  they  humbly  ask,  that  as  the  Christian  Synod  takes  care  of 
other  foreign  suffering  congregations,  so  we  should  take  to  heart  this  Dutdi 
Beformed  Church  of  Staten  Island,  In  Its  distressed  condition;  and  brlnf  Iti 
case  before  the  Christian  Synod,  and  recommend  it  for  help. 

4.  They  declare  that  thereby  this  embarrassed  congregation  would  be  gtHtiJ 
■erved.  and  their  churches  would  be  under  peculiar  obligations  to  na. 

5.  They  conclude  with  salutations. 

Was  signed,  Very  Beyerend  Sirs,  Highly  Esteemed  Fathers  and  Brethrea  io 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

Tour  High  Bev.'s  Humble  Seryants. 
O.   Du  Bols.   B.   Freeman,  T.  J.   Frellnghuysen,  Belnhart  Erlckson,   A.  Curtentni, 
G.  Haaghoort,  John  Schuyler.  xzil.  422. 
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ov  THx  Classis  ov  Aicstxb3>aii:. 
New  Tort. 

3.788,  May  5th.  The  Bey.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteraa  did  nol 
h  the  approved  answer  to  New  York,  because  other  letters 
in  afterward,  in  which  the  formation  of  a  Coetns  is  urged, 
the  transaction  of  business,  under  appeal  to  this  ClassiOi 
the  other  hand  a  letter  was  received  from  certain  others,  who 
request  that  the  Classis  do  not  too  suddenly  grant  this^ 
1>crfbre  they  have  heard  and  considered  all  their  reasons  against 
file  formation  of  such  a  Coetus. 

The  Bev.  Deputies  are  requested  to  examine  thoroughly  the 
A>mier  Acta  on  this  affair,  and  to  furnish  the  Classis  with  a  report 
^pre-advice)  at  the  ensuing  meeting.    xL  271. 

1788,  June  2nd.  The  Bev.  Deputati  ad  res  Extents,  have 
examined  the  previous  minutes  in  the  matter  of  New  York,  and 
presented  their  report  (pre-advice)  as  a  proposed  reply.  This  was 
approved,  and  thejj  were  thanked  for  their  trouble.     xL  273. 

LlXITTXirAHT-GoVXBNOB  ClaBKX  TO  THX  LoBDS  OF  TsADB. 

Public  High  Schools. 

New  York,  Jiiii«  2b4,  1T88L 
Mj  Lords: 

Hou  tL  An  Act  for  the  further  encouragement  of  ft  pnblick  school  In  the  Citf 
•f  N«w  York  for  the  teaching  Latin  and  Greek  and  the  Mathematicks. 

Now  22.  An  Act  restrain  Hawkers  and  Pedlars  within  this  Colonj  from  selling 
wltkoot  Uctnse.  Being  confident  that  publlck  schools  for  the  education  of  jontk 
win  AlwnTS  find  countenance  from  jonr  Lordships  I  will  laj  the  two  last  Bills 
before  jwm  without  anj  further  remarks  in  their  fsTonr;  I  wish  the  Assemblj  had 
■md*  tbt  reward  greater  than  it  Is  like  to  be.  from  the  last  of  these  Bills,  that 
asoaej  waa  apply'd  before,  to  the  like  nse  bat  fell  short  of  the  sum  intended,  nor 
could  the  school  master  get  anj  redress  tho'  he  petitioned  for  it  or  got  some 
of  hla  frtooda  to  moTC  the  house  in  his  behalf;  it  is  not  likelj  it  will  bring  la 
more  now  howertr  the  master  haying  at  present  no  other  way  of  llTlng  is  obllge4 
to  tahmil. 


1781 
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Correspondence  from  America. 

17379  Jan.  7.    Ber.  Weiss  to  the  Claasis  of  Amsteidaiii. 
found. 

AOT8  OF  THX  ClASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Art  6  —  Question  About  Romish  Baptism. 

17389  Jan«  19th.  Kev.  Boom  (or  Bonn)  minister  on  the 
of  St.  Thomas,  asked  of  Colleague  Houthof  how  to  act  in  the 
of  a  negress,  who  desired  to  become  a  church  member.  She 
that  she  was  baptized  in  her  youth  by  a  Spanish  Pater,  (Prieet),  h 
the  presence  of  witnesses  who  were  negroes.  This  questkui,  htf\ 
ing  been  communicated  by  Eev.  Houthof  to  the  dassLs,  he  it  ttii 
same  time  read  a  reply  to  that  question,  which  reply  was  leoeptoli 
and  approved  by  the  Bev.  Classis  with  thanks.     zL  263. 

[The  answer  is  not  given;  bat  RomlBh  Baptism  was  fenermllj  reeoffiilitd  If  ttt- 
Dntch  Chnrch;  but  it  was  reaUj  left  to  the  decision  of  eftch  Mlnlsttr  wMfe  W^ 
Consistory.] 

Dutch  Chubch  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Jan.  31,  1737-8,  1738. 

Consistory  held,  after  calling  on  God's  Name.  Present:  Elders 
John  Hardenbrock,  Jacobus  Roosevelt,  Abrm.  LeflFerts,  Wynant 
.Van  Zandt,  Antony  Rutgers,  Abraham  Boelen. 

Deacons :  Conrad  Ten  Eyck,  John  Grossbeck,  Petrus  Rutgcn, 
Evert  Byvanck,  Gelyn  Verplanck,  Robert  Livingston,  Jr. 

Church  Masters:  Abraham  Lynse,  Francis  Marschalk,  Abm 
Hardenbroek,  Joris  Brinkerhof. 

The  proceedings  had  in  the  Consistory  Chamber  on  Septembe 
7th  last  (1737)  and  following  days,  by  the  ministers  who  the 
met  together,  were  read  to  the  meeting  by  domine  Du  Bois  1 
President,  and  approved  by  all ;  only  Mr.  Van  Zandt  signified  th 
he  would  pass  it  by  until  a  result  was  reached,  and  the  characti 
of  the  business  shown.     It  was  further  ordered  by  the  approvii 
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Clasbib  of  Amstebdam* 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

ClassiB  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Opponents  of  a  Coetus.     June  9, 

1738.     VoL  29:240. 

r.  Sin  and  Brethren  Antonldes,  Boel,  Ifanclns,  and  Ifaielltis: 

ft  la  Indeed  aa  jon  write.    The  tereral  mlnlatera  of  the  chnrches  In  jour  regions 

be  Tlgllant  In  preserrlng  a  Bubordinatlon  to  the  Ber.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

^  *f  Acrefoie  It  pleaeea  us  much  that  the  Bey.  Mr.  If  uaellus  requests  that  he  b* 

r  tMilTed  Into  that  aubordinatlon.    We  accept  him  with  all  our  hearts,  in  the  ex- 

'fKtattoB   that   he   will   further  eTerjthlng   which   shall   tend,    not  onlj   to   the 

fNwrratlon,  but  also,  together  with  this,  to  the  conflrmatlon  of  this  subordination. 

la  regard  to  the  matters  of  a  Ooetus,  It  has  been  judged  of  In  former  tlmea 

Mit  ts  jou  haye  quoted,  from  some  letters  sent  across  formerly.     We  judge  stIU 

h  the  same  waj.    A  Coetua  In  your  region,  co-ordinate  and  not  subordinate  to  the 

Be?.  Clasals  of  Amsterdam,   would  militate  against  church  regulations.     Such  a 

Oietns  must  not  be  thought  of.    There  might,  howerer,  be  circumstances  when  a 

^bordlnate  Coetus  might  be  found  useful.     Whether  such  circumstances  present 

themselTca  In  jour  regions  we  know  not.    This  we  know,  that  Messrs.  Du  Bola, 

freeman.  Van  Driessen.  Ourtenius,  Santroord,  and  Haeghoort  are  of  the  opinion 

tkat  sudi  a  Coetus  is  necessarj  for  the  best  interests  of  the  church,  and  that 

99m  look  upon  it  differentlj.     What  are  we  to  judge?     We  are  not  upon  the 

^roond?    We  haye  requested  of  these  six  gentlemen,  if  thej  would  please,  to  have 

the  goodneaa  to  communicate  to  ua  the  argumenta  thej  can  bring  forward,  not 

fmlj  for  the  expediencj,  but  also  for  the  necessitj,  of  such  a  Coetus,  and  we 

trust  thej  will  mention  these  argumenta  to  us.     We  likewise  request  that  jou 

win  mention  to  us  jour  arguments  against  (the  Coetus)  In  all  faithfulness,  lajing 

artde  ererjthlng  which  might  border  in  the  least  on  prejudice  and  strange  fire. 

Too  recognise,  In  whichever  side  jou  are,  that  the  Classis  is  jour  competent  judge 
and  that  jou  are  all  subordinate  to  it.  Thus  the  gentlemen  on  both  sides  are  In 
dutj  bound  to  Inform  us  in  this  matter.  Of  ourselyes  alone  we  can  see  nothing 
la  this  affair.  Through  jour  Instruction  we  must  be  enlightened.  When  we  shall 
haye  obtained  proper  Information  from  both  sides,  we  trust  that  we  shall  express 
our  opinion  upon  the  holding  or  not  holding  of  a  Coetus  without  even  the  least 
prejudice,  and  determine  something  deflnitelj  concerning  It.  And  as  we  in  everj 
waj  expect  of  those  gentlemen  who  are  in  favor  of  a  Coetus  that  thej  will  sub- 
mit ttaemaelves  to  our  opinion  in  this  matter,  we  fullj  expect  the  same  from  jou. 
And  that  ao  much  the  more  stronglj  because  we  know,  and  recall  It  still  with 
much  plcaanre,  how  Bev.  Mr.  Boel  has  ever  been  verj  careful  to  advocate  the 
rights  of  our  Clasals  and  to  maintain  the  subordination,  wherein  we  are  assured 
he  will  persevere.  Concluding  herewith,  we  wish  jou  verj  heartllj  the  Lord's 
rich  and  ample  bleaaing  In  an  abundant  measure,  both  upon  jourselves  and  jour 
sacred  mlnlstrj,  as  also  upon  jour  families  and  respective  congregations.  Bt 
•asnred  that  we  are  etc..  etc. 

William    Shipmont,    President,   etc 
John  Plantlnus,  Clerk,  etc. 
^Historj  of  the  Beformed  Church  of  Tappan.  pp.  88,  39. 

1738,  June  16.     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  G.  Du  Bois. 
Not  found. 

FiBST  Claim  Set  up  by  the  Heibs  of  Annekb  Jans  to  Tbinitt 

Chuboh  Pbopebty.    August,  1788. 


1738 


••i 


*A  Claim  beius  ntade  of  part  of  the   Churches   ffarm  bj  the  B.eVta  ot  <m% 
Bogmrdma,  (Ber,  mrenrdnB  BogmrdoM)  Ordered  that  the  BectOT,  the  t^o  C\i\it^^ 
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the  congregations,  and  thereupon  entered,  with  your  letter,  h 
their  church  book. 

We  have  thus  strictly  obeyed  the  orders  of  the  Rev.  Claan^] 
and  done  everything,  that  was  demanded  to  carry  out  jour  b-i 
structions.  In  cases  of  this  kind  occurring  in  the  future,  we  shiD 
act  according  to  your  rules.  With  wishes  for  immediate  and 
powerful  blessings  on  the  Rev.  Classis,  we  remain, 

Very  Respectfully,  Reverend  Gentlemen  and  Dear  Brethrem 
Your  obliged  and  obedient  servants  and  brethren  in  Christ  Jesus, 

Reinhart   Erichzon,   Eccl.    at   NauwezmkL 

(Neversink) 
Gerard  Haeghoort,  Ecd.  at  Second  Eiver. 
(Belleville) 
Becond  River,  the  20th  of  April,  1738. 

Classis  of  Amstsbdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Church  of  Schoharie  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     About  April 

1738.     Extract,  xxii.  421. 

Reverend  Gentlemen  and  Esteemed  Brethren  in  Christ: — Al- 
though your  letter  of  the  1st  of  October,  1736,  only  reached  us 
on  the  2nd  of  March  in  the  year  1738,  the  contents  of  the  same 
filled  us  with  joy,  because  your  Reverences  therein  so  kbdly 
granted  us  our  humble  request.     We  consider  ourselves,  there- 
fore, bound  to  make  cordial  acknowledgements  to  you,  because 
otherwise,  no  means  could  have  been  found  among  us,  to  procure 
for  our  congregation  a  regular  pastor  and  teacher.     We  hope  and 
pray,  that  the  service  of  our  teacher  among  us  may  be  so  blessed 
of  Heaven,  that  we  may  joyfully  report  to  your  Reverences  the 
good  fruits  produced  among  us.     We  further  assure  you,  that 
our  pastor,  as  well  as  our  whole  congregation,  will  strictly  keep 
to  the  fundamental  trutW,  «LCc.er5\.eftLm\\i^^^j5ilQrrca!^  Church,  as 
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BTestigate  the  doctriiie'  and  life  of  the  Hemhutten^  had  carried 

nut  their  commission  and  rendered  a  report  thereon.     Thereupon 

Ihe  Amsterdam  Consistory  had  resolved  to  give  to  the  congrega* 

iion  of  Amsterdam  a  warning,  hj  means  of  a  pastoral  letter,  in 

Teference  to  these  people.     Their  Committee  is  actually  engaged 

in  drawing  this  up,  and  this  Consistory  requests  that  this  Classis 

would  authorize  its  "  Visitatores  lihrorum  "  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

even  as  it  is  the  business  of  the  **  Visitatores "  for  domestic 

tffairs^  to  inspect  this  letter  as  soon  as  it  shall  have  been  drawn 

1^  and  approve  it  nomine  Classis.     Quod  factum.    zL  297. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America* 

Portfolio  ''New  York^  VoL  i 

Bev.  Oualterus  Du  Bois,  to  the  Eev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  per 

Rev.  Wm.  Schiphout,  Oct.  20,  1788. 

Bererend  Sir:  —  Herewith,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  infk)rmiiig  jour  Rey.  That 
I  dal7  fecelTed  jonr  letter,  written,  June  9,  1738,  In  behalf  of  the  Olassis  of 
Amtterdam,  on  Oct.  13,  (1788).  I  shall  neglect  no  proper  opportunitj  to  com- 
Builcate  the  same  to  our  ministerial  brethren. 

Meanwhile,  I  doubt  not  but  that  the  Classis  has  recelyed  the  subsequent  letter 

from  me  and  domine  Haeghoort,  written  In  the  name  of  several  of  our  congre- 

litlons  oyer  here.    From  It,  I  hope  that  the  Classis  has  clearly  perceWed,  that 

the  Plan  of  a  Coetus  In  this  country  has  been  placed  on   a  good  foundation; 

that  It  cannot  be  considered  as  the  Plan  of  any  single  Indlridual,  who  for  priyate 

ends  might  be  striying  to  gain  something  to  his  own  advantage;  but  the  Plan  Is 

the  expression  of  entire  congregations,  from  a  full  knowledge  of  what  Is  of  gen- 

tral  Importance,  for  the  best  welfare  of  the  Church  of  God  In  this  land.     For 

here,  blessed  be  God,  we  enjoy  the  free  exercise  of  our  religious  services  in  every 

(aspect,  although  there  is  not  the  least  provision  made  for  our  Church  by  the 

Civil  Authorities.     Hence,  mutual  affection,  and  unity  in  faith  and  piety,  under 

Ood'a  blessing  and  In  conformity  with  His  Word,  are  the  only  means  of  preserr- 

lag  our  Christian  churches,  and  of  making  them  flourishing  and  prosperous. 

Therefore  I  am  convinced  that  no  arts  of  seductive  reasonings  can  avail  to  1b- 
Buence  such  an  experienced  and  discreet  Assembly  as  the  Rev.  Classis,  that  the 
measures  proposed  by  the  Coetus  could  In  any  way  hinder  the  real  welfare  of. 
the  churches.  Tet  If  any  are  unwilling  to  submit  their  opinions  to  the  judgment 
of  their  brethren,  and  are  determined  to  have  things  their  own  way,  what  other 
result  can  there  be  than  alienations  and  divisions?  and  what  consequences  cam 
follow  but  the  decline  of  the  churches?  But  what  room  can  there  be  for  any 
fear,  that  a  Coetus,  In  regular  subordination  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  and  whose  only 
object  Is  to  watch  over  one  another,  so  as  to  provoke  unto  love  and  good  works, 
could  In  any  way  hinder  the  true  prosperity  of  the  churches?  I  leave  you  to 
judge  of  the  real  character  of  the  opposition  to  such  a  scheme. 

It  Is  not  my  purpose,  nor  the  purpose  of  my  own  congregation  nor  to  any  other, 
so  far  as  I  understand  mstters,  to  be  drawn  into  any  protracted  dispute  with  the 
opponents  of  a  Ooetus,  which  would  only  intensify  dissensions.  But  the  object  of 
m  Coatis  Is  to  promote  a  common  unity,  and  to  takej|way  all  special  lording  over 
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anj  of  the  churches.    And  we    are  read j,  In  all  raboilnloD  to  yow  Be?.  BoAy,  i 
emploj  onlj  gach  means  as  are  appropriate  to  so  salutary  an  end. 

Before  this  business  had  proceeded  so  far  as  at  present,  but  had  oaly 
pondered  over,  although  this  had  been  done  for  jears,  we  requested  both  ptU^I 
and  privately*  in  all  kindness  and  friendship,  that  reasons  might  be  giro,  ^m\ 
the  least  reason,  why  we  should  not  be  permitted  to  unite  onnelTes  togccksh 
such   a  Coetus, —  one   established  under  proper  conditions;   but  our  eatirf  €»- 
•istory  never  received  any  other  answer  than  a  refusal.    For  It  was  said.  Did  Ml 
the  Rev.  Classls  in  the  case  of  domine  Frelinghuysen  and  the  Complalnanti,  4» 
Clare  In  letters  transmitted  to  each  party,  that  the  matter  had  been  floally  4» 
elded  by  them?    Tet  what  hatred  and  slander  was  he  not  called  upon  to  endnii 
because  he  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  Classls,  and  admonished  both  Cl^ 
tlons  to  come  to  a  reconciliation;  and  also  to   be  reconciled   with  domiiw  ftt 
liughuysen  and   Van   Santvoord.   on   condition  that  they  should   do  all  thlafi  h 
accordance  with  the  Formulas  of  Unity?    Possibly  all  this  Is  already  well-kB«fi 
to  the  Classls;  as  well  the  pretence,  that  there  should  be  no  Ooetus  here,  hu  b«i 
raised,  among  other  things,  in  order  to  continue  the  old  disputes  a  little  loager. 

And  what  shall  I  say  more?  Charity  requires  me  rather  to  conceal  the  emn 
of  others  than  to  spread  them  abroad.  Has  Muzellus  ever  subordinated  hlmRK 
to  the  Classls?  Let  the  Coetus  only  go  into  operation,  and  the  Reverend  CIimIi 
will  soon  understand  who  behave  themselves  properly  and  faithfully  la  til 
ministry. 

If  there  were  a  Coetus  in  this  country,  subordinate  to  yonr  Rer.  Classls,  and  h 
harmony  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  therefore  with  III 
Word  of  God,  then  such  a  Body  could  be  useful  here,  as  such  ecclesiastical  Ai* 
•emblies  have  been  useful  elsewhere.  We  hope  that  the  Rev.  Clanls  will  Ht 
require  any  more  elaborate  reasonings  on  such  a  point.  And  just  In  proportks 
to  the  usefulness  of  anything  is  there  a  necessity  that  It  should  be  brought  into 
actual  operation.  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  ministers  In  favor  of  & 
Coetus.  It  contains  several  reasons  for  the  necessity  of  such  a  Body  here,  as  wcB 
«8  for  its  usefulness.  To  these  may  be  added  the  reasons  of  Domine  Haegboozt 
Individually. 

From  these  and  all  the  other  documents  herewith  received  by  the  Rev.  Cltnlt. 
I  pray  that  your  Reverences  may  clearly  perceive  both  the  propriety  of  such  a 
Body  and  its  usefulness.  It  is  also  the  respectful  declaration  of  the  CbrUtUi 
churches  in  this  country,  made  with  all  deference,  that  the  dlfQcultles  aod  troableti 
which  they  witness  and  experience,  must  be  better  known  and  understood  br 
them,  than  by  those  who  are  separated  by  an  ocean  from  them.  And  tmoof 
those  abroad,  there  are  probably  some,  who  hear  but  few  of  our  reports,  t&d 
gain  but  little  Information  about  the  condition  of  our  churches.  Those  honorable 
members  of  the  Classls,  with  whom  I  have  kept  up  a  friendly  correspondence  since 
1600,  could  give  the  clearest  idea  of  the  condition  of  our  congregations,  as  I  hare 
made  detailed  reports  to  them  of  these  matters  from  time  to  time.  They  cas 
furnish  the  strongest  arguments  for  the  necessity  of  a  Coetus.  They  have  alio, 
«t  their  own  option,  encouraged  me  and  others  to  seek  its  accomplishment 

My  years  also  admonish  me  that  I  am  approaching  the  end  of  my  ministry; 
«nd  that,  so  long  as  Ood  grants  me  the  strength,  I  should  watch,  according  to 
my  ability  for  the  best  interests  of  his  spiritual  Zlon  in  this  country,  as  one  la 
an  agony  of  de&tlre  and  effort  in  her  behalf.  For  what  other  thoughts  can  out 
have,  when  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  over  here  is  not  only  robbed  on  all  side* 
from  without,  but  Is  also  tossed  about  by  those  within,  on  the  many  currents  of 
personal  passion,  and  is  obliged  to  hear  such  unchristian  language  as  —  What  do 
you  want  of  a  Coetus?  What  do  we  care  for  other  churches? — In  fact,  ihli 
saying  Is  heard  again  —  Each  one  for  himself,  and  God  for  all! 

The  ministers  here  live  far  apart.  As  the  winter  Is  now  approaching,  thej 
cannot  very  well  come  together  again  until  the  last  Monday  of  April  next  (1739). 
In  the  meantime  I  shall  Inform  them  of  your  Classical  letter  and  at  the  same 
time,  I  hope,  that  these  my  arguments  for  the  usefulness  and  the  necessity  of  a 
Coetus  in  this  country,  subordinate  to  the  Rev.  Clnssls  of  Amsterdam,  as  well  aa 
the  former  letters  and  documents  sent  over,  will  be  found  so  convincing,  that 
you  will  agree  with  me,  and  with  many  others  over  here  of  Uke  sentiments,  is 
taroT  of  a  Coetus. 
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I  dow  thli,  my  unworthy  letter,  with  profound  respect  for  the  Rer.  Clasili, 
with  my  Chrlitlan  inpplicatlont  for  all  bodily  and  aplrltnal  bleiilngs  upon 
STOW  persona  and  famlliet,  from  Ood  In  Jeeua  Chrlit,  and  for  all  the  ancceii  that 
m^M  b«  desired  for  your  precious  labors  In  the  Gospel,  as  I  sign  myself. 

Reverend  Sir,  Tour  humble  serrant  in  the  Lord, 

G.  Da  Boiti 
X^  York.  October.  20.  1788. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstesdaic 
Ecvs.  Boehm,  Weys,  New  York. 

1788,  Nov.  4th.  The  matters  of  Rev.  Boehm  and  Rev.  Weys, 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  Coetus  at  New  York,  remain  in  statu. 
XL  800. 

MlSOBLLANXOUS. 

1T88.    Presbytery  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  organised. —  Alexander's  Log  Col» 
llg«,  8S8u 

1788.    Incomes  of   missionaries  of  the  Society   for  Propagating  the  Gospel.-— 
Dlx's  Hist.  Trinity  Ch.  N.  Y.  C.  L  484-5. 

ITSa    SUte  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  with  sUtlstlcs.—  Doc  Hist.  N.  T.  It. 
X07-1ML 

Acts  of  the  CTlassis  of  Amstbbdam. 

New  Netherland  Affairs. 

Letter  to  Rev.  Boehm. 

1789,  Jan.  13th.  The  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Extents  are  re- 
quested to  write  to  Rev.  Boehm,  that  the  Classis  would  gladly  see 
him  clear  himself  of  several  matters,  alleged  against  him  in  a  let- 
ter from  Rev.  Wilhelmius,  minister  at  Rotterdam,  before  he  i^ 
Accepted  among  the  "  Needy  Ones  '\  As  to  other  things,  the 
Classis  promise  him  all  possible  aid  against  all  errorists,  and  ad* 
monish  him  to  be  on  the  watch  against  the  Herrenhutters. 

To  Rev.  Dorsius. 

Also  an  earnest  letter  is  to  be  written  to  the  Rev.  Dorsius  in 
regard  to  what  he  is  reported  to  have  said  to  the  prejudice  of  this 
Clasflifl. 


1788 


L780 
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And  to  Rev.  Weia. 

And  one  to  the  Rev.  Weis^  that  the  Claflsis  would  gladlj  see 
him,  if  he  can  do  so,  become  minister  at  Philadelphia  again,  and 
that  they  would  in  no  wise  oppose  it. 

Touching  the  Coetus  at  "Sew  York  the  Rev.  Deputati  td  rei 
Exteras  are  requested  to  submit  the  points  pro  and  con,  and  to 
furnish  the  Assembly  with  a  report  (pre-advice).    zL  30^  805. 

Pastobal  Lettbb  against  the  Hebbenhuttebs  Appbotid. 

1739,  Jan.  13th.  Revs.  "  Visitatores  librorum  **  on  foreign 
matters,  made  report,  that  in  compliance  with  the  direction  given 
them,  they  had  inspected  and  approved,  nomine  Classis,  the  Pti- 
toral  Letter  of  the  Consistory  of  Amsterdam  against  the  Hem- 
hutters.  Upon  this  report^  the  said  Pastoral  Letter  was  reguded 
as  approved.    xL  305. 

Classis  of  Amstebdaic 
Correspondence  from  America, 
Portfolio  "  Pennsylvania." 
Rev.  J.  P.  Boehm  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Jan.  14,  1739. 

When  Domine  Weisi  first  came  to  this  countrj  and  caused  gretit  dltturbtsces, 
the  people  at   Goichenhoppen,   (Pa.)   still   adhered   to  him   verj   faithfully.     Aod 
mfterward,   when  he  went  to  Holland  to  collect  moneys,  as  Is  well  known,  that 
congregation  then  gare  In  their  adherence  to  Rcy.  J.  P.   Miller.      He,  with  the 
assistance  of  another,   served   Qoschenhoppen,    but   caused   continual   disturbance 
and  bitter  feeling  in  my  congregation  at  Sklppach;  yet  they  supported  him  In  hli 
terrlces  against   all   my   entreaties  and   warnings.     And   when   this  man  (Miller) 
came   to   nothing,    they    then    accepted    Henry    Goetschy,    although    he   was  only 
eighteen  years  of  age.    Having  participated  In  the  communion  about  half  a  year 
before,   for  the  first  time,  with  Domine  Rleger,  he  himself  soon  after  undertook 
to  administer  the  communion  and  baptism;  to  ordain  elders  and  deacons;  perform 
marriages;  and  to  sum  up,  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  a  regular  minister.    And 
Ooschenhoppen  still  retains  him  as  their  minister,  and  permits  him  to  carry  on 
all  this  nuisance,  (unfug),  not  only  at  Ooschenhoppen,  but  at  Sklppach  one  after 
another  continues  the  destruction  begun  by  Weiss  in  1728.     This  Is  now  still  con- 
tinued by  Henry  Goetschey  and  the  followers  of  RelfT,  and  another,   named  John 

William   Straube (Boehm  saya  in  this  letter  that  h%  kad  them  beea  la 

America,  eighteen  jeara.) 
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PiLTioKfT  OF  QxnTRBNT,  1697-1789,  BY  Tmkitt  Ohuboh. 

Maboh  9,  1739. 

**  OrdcMd,  hf  luuuilmoui  consent  of  the  Vestry,  that  the  Chnrch  Wardens  b« 

Itetsed  forthwith  to  iwy  to  his  MaJesty^s  ^eceiver  General,  all  the  arrears  of 

Mt  rent  dne  to  his  said  Majesty  for  the  Churches  ffarm,  as  well  as  on  accoant 

if  the  leosa  of  the  Church  from  ColL  Ffletcher  In  the  year  1(187,  as  on  the  grant 

iMe  obtained  from  the  Crown  ffor  the  said  ffarm,  and  that  they  take  proper 

L       teharfca  accordingly  ". 

—  Becords  of  Trinity  Church,  L  187. 


\ 

I 


Sceelpt  on  hack  of  Combury's  grant.    Dix's  22L    Lease  dated  August  1,  IdOOi 
Tteated  by  the  Act  of  Assembly,  1680. 

—  DU's  Hist  Trinity  Church,  L  SMi 

Classis  of  Amstebdam. 
Correspondence  from  America. 

Opponents  of  Cbetus,  (Antonldes,  Boel,  Manclus,  Musellus),  to  Classis  of  Amstsi^ 
«aii,  March  28.  1788. 
Lttttr  not  found.    See  Abstract  under  Acts  of  Deputies,  Oct.  1788. 

Acts  of  thb  CTlassis  of  Amstebdam. 

letters  to  the  New  fTetherland  ChurclLeSy  particularly  to  New 

York. 

1789,  April  6th.  The  draughts  of  the  letters  to  the  New  Neth- 
erland  Churches  were  read.  After  these  were  approved,  it  was 
resolved  to  despatch  them.  But  it  was  to  be  made  known,  es- 
peciallj  to  the  people  of  New  York,  that  the  Classis  would  very 
gladly  see  the  success  of  the  Coetus  there,  provided  that  it  remain 
only  a  Coetus;  and  that  it  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing  as 
that  Coetus  which  has  already  been  erected  among  the  churches 
of  Suriname;  and  that,  therefore,  nothing  should  be  transacted 
in  said  Coetus,  which,  according  to  the  Constitution^  is  reserved 
to  the  Classis;  and  that  especially  matter  of  doctrine,  and  the 
preparatory  and  final  examinations  of  candidates  and  ministers^ 
should  not  be  matters  of  action  therein.    zL  812. 


1789 
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Olassis  07  Amstxbdaic 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Portf  oUo  "  New  York  ",  VoL  L 

Bevs.  Ya8  and  ManciuB  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  April  I, 

1739.     Extracts,  xxii.  494. 

To  the  Ber.  ClaiiU  of  AmBterdam: 

Bererend,  Pious,  Very  Learned  and  Veiy  Respected  Gentlemen  and  BRtfem 
In  the  Lord:—  Your  Bererencei  hare  so  willingly*  in  a  letter  to  Domlne  Mudi^ 
offered  your  fatherly  advice  in  church  matters,  we  feel  free  to  ask  It  splk 
For  somethinf  has  happened  in  our  congregation,  which  appears  too  difflcult  te 
«s  to  decide  upon,  as  a  single  Consistory;  and  we  are  not  inclined  to  a  CoKoi  la 
this  land,  but  hold  to  yonr  B«Terences,  according  to  oor  mntnal  agreenMSla 
The  case  is  this:  A,  haring  been  legally  married  to  B,  his  first  wife,  by  Ueeasr 
from  the  Qovernor,  pursuant  to  the  customs  here,  has  left  his  first  wife.  Be  k 
not  willing  to  acknowledge  her  as  such,  because,  as  he  complains  In  his  swon 
declaration,  she  is  guilty  of  adultery.  Thereupon  A  obtained  from  the  QoTen« 
a  second  license,  like  the  first,  to  marry  C.  Your  Beverencea  must  nadentail 
that  any  dne  here  may  obtain  a  marriage  license,  without  much  goremfirtl 
Inrestigation.  He  Is  only  obliged  to  sign,  with  a  bondsman,  a  bond  for  trt 
hundred  pounds  penalty,  if  the  marriage  is  found  to  be  unlawfoL  A  therNf* 
requested  our  ministers  to  marry  him.  When  they  refused,  he  asked  nsi  tit 
Consistory,  to  order  him  to  do  It.  We,  however,  declined,  because  it  was  not  li 
our  power;  for  the  Court  had  not  yet  divorced  him  from  his  first  wif^;  sad  it 
warned  him  against  the  dangerous  consequences.  Then  A  had  himself  manM 
to  C,  as  his  second  wife,  by  a  Lutheran  preacher,  while  B,  his  first  wife,  wu  yrt 
alive. 

The  Court  also  has  not  done  anything  yet  in  this  matter,  and  we  do  not  know 
when  anythlDg  will  be  done.  But  both  A  and  C,  the  second  wife,  are  memben 
of  the  Church,  and  strongly  insist  on  their  right  to  come  to  the  Table  of  tlit 
Lord.  We,  the  Consistory,  have  requested  them  to  abstain,  on  account  of  the 
offence  and  confusion  which  would  arise  therefrom  In  the  congregation,  until  vt 
should  receive  your  Reverences'  ecclesiastical  advice  and  judgment,  whether  they 
deserved  censure  or  not. 

We  inform  your  Reverences,  however,  that  we  neither  directly  nor  Indlrectlj 
refer.  In  this  matter,  to  what  concerns  the  civil  law,  but  leave  that  entirely  to 
the  Court.  In  the  meantime,  we  do  not  know  when  their  sentence  will  be  pro- 
nounced. But  we  plainly  see  our  duty.  In  regard  to  the  church;  and  only  with 
this  in  view,  and  nothing  else,  we  request  your  ecclesiastical  decision  whether 
we  shall  censure  A,  B  and  C,  or  not;  or  tell  us  what  we  are  to  do  In  this  case. 

We  close  this  our  request  with  the  humble  and  well  founded  expectation  of 
your  Reverences*  fatherly  advice  and  clerical  judgment  on  the.  at>ove.  Meanwhile, 
we  pray  that  th«  God  of  all  grace  may  pour  out  his  richest  blessings  upon  foor 
Reverences*  persons  and  families,  as  well  as  on  your  services,  and  preserve  70Q 
for  many  days  for  the  good  of  God's  Church.    Herewith  we  sign. 

Reverend  Gentlemen,  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  the  Lord,  Your  humble  tod 
Willing  servants, 

Petrus  Vas,   Minister. 

Georguis   Wllhelmus  Manclua,  EccL 


Elders. 


'  Hendrik  Pruyn. 
Tobias  van  Burthen 
Thos.   Beekman 
Antony  Creapel  (Carspel) 

Kingstown,  In  our  Conststorlal  Meeting,  9th  of  April,  1789. 
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Dutch  Ohuboh  of  Axbant  Bleeps  a  Pouio). 

ITSe,  April  M.  Besolved  by  the  board  that  whereaa  the  Comon  Council  at  their 
laat  meeting  laid  a  mulct  of  ilx  pence  for  ererj  horse,  cow,  etc.,  that  ihoold  be 
Impounded  la  the  new  pound,  made  by  the  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  th^ 

Ihitch  Church:    Considering  that  the  said  mulct  Is  too  little,  Inlarge  said  mulct 

«r  fine  to  elf htees  pence  for  each  olEence. —  Munseirs  Annals  of  Albany,  Vol.  x* 

f.  87. 

Episcopal  Ohubch. 

ITIO^  May  8.  Meeting  of  Episcopal  Clergymen,  In  Conrentlon,  In  New  York, 
ei  the  call  of  Ber.  Mr.  Vesey,  as  Commissary  of  the  Bishop  of  London.  See 
OttteBBlal  Hist,  of  the  [Episcopal]  Church  In  the  Diocese  of  New  York;  pp.  84-ISw 
Oil's  Hist.  Trinity  Ch.  N.  Y.  1.  221-2. 

Teaching  of  singing  begun  First  organ  ordered,  but  not  completed  until  174L 
Dix's  Trinity,  i.  221-2. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdajc 

Letter  to  St.  Thomas. 

1789,  May  4th.  A  letter  was  read  to  the  Consistory  of  St 
Thomas^  drawn  up  hy  the  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras,  which  was 
approred,  and  shall  be  forwarded  at  the  first  opportunity. 

Letter  to  New  York. 
Also  a  letter  to  New  York,  in  New  Netherland.    xi.  315. 

LlEUTENAlfT-QoVEBNOB  ClAEKE  TO  THE  LoBDS  OF  TbaDB. 

Proposal  to  settle  Scotch  Protestants  on  Dellius's  Tract. 

New   York,   June  15,   1789. 

My  Lords:  I  do  myself  the  honor  herewith  to  send  to  your  Lordships  a  copy 
of  a  letter  I  recelred  from  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  with  my  answer; 
tlie  lands  that  the  French  talk  of  settling  were  purchased  from  the  Indians  and 
ffrantcd  by  patent  under  the  Seal  of  this  Prorlnce  In  the  year  1696  to  one  Godfrey 
Dellivs  which  was  afterwards  resumed  by  Act  of  Assembly  whereby  they  be- 
came rested  In  the  Crown,  And  I  presume  to  hope  upon  a  representation  of  the 
matter  at  the  Court  of  France  that  orders  will  be  given  to  the  Ooremor  of 
Canada  not  to  make  any  settlements  on  this  side  of  the  Lake;  these  Lands  your 
Lordships  win  perceive  by  the  map  I  sent  you,  lye  between  the  French  Fort  at 
the  Crown  point  and  Albany  where  I  Intend  to  settle  some  Scotch  Highland 
famllys  who  came  hither  last  year  having  promised  to  give  them  lands  gratis 
some  of  them  went  about  three  weeks  ago  to  view  the  lands  but  are  not  yet 
returned,  but  I  doubt  when  they  are  Informed  of  the  designs  of  the  French  they 
will  be  discouraged.  It  Is  the  Interest  of  the  Province  in  General  and  more  par- 
tlcalarly  of  the  people  of  Albany  to  encourage  those  Scotch  to  settle  there  by 
giving  them  some  assistance  for  they  are  very  poor,  yet  I  find  no  disposition  in 
the  Assembly  to  do  It,  what  the  people  of  Albany  will  do  by  a  voluntary  con- 
tribution Ifl  y«t  uncertain. 

—  Col.  Hist.  1«.  Y.  ^.  \«,  \%ft. 
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DuTOH  Ohijsoh  of  fTxw  York. 
Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  Jvae  1^  Vttk 

.  Conilttoiy  held.  After  caUing  on  Ood'a  name,  Beaolred*  That  iBaaaock  m 
Matthew  Clarkaon,  Rnllng  BIder,  hat  died,  another  ahoold  be  dioaen  In  hli  pliMb 
Gierrlt  Harsln  waa  ao  choaen. 

Alao,  in  place  of  the  deceased,  aa  one  of  the  persona  authorised  to  attend  ti 
the  dispute  on  the  Manor  with  old  Mr.  Lewis  Morris,  Abrm.  Van  Wyek,  BhIIbc 
Elder,  waa  appointed.  He  accepted  the  position.  H«  and  the  other  aothOEliil 
persons,  Tii.,  John  Rooserelt,  Christian  BanclLer,  Abrm.  Ljnaaen  and  Qenrta 
Beekman,  are  to  speak  with  young  Mr.  Morris,  and  see  if  the  matter,  (aboit  tis 
Manor)  cannot  be  amicably  settled  without  a  law  suit.  The  Oonalatory  learei  h 
to  these  gentlemen  to  do  the  best  they  can  for  the  church;  and  If  ntwiiy, 
to  consult  the  Consistory  further  thereupon. 

Acts  of  thb  Classis  of  Amstsrdaic 

Question  of  Kingston* 

1739,  July  20tlL     Having  been  asked  by  the  Condstoiy  of 
Ejngston,  per  letter,  how  to  act  in  the  case  of  certain  personB,  the 
circumstances  being  as  follows:    A  man  had  left  his  first  wife, 
to  whom  he  had  been  legally  married  by  a  license  from  the  Qntf- 
emoTj  as  is  the  custom  of  that  country,  (America),  because  lie 
had  made  declarations  against  her  of  adultery.     Thereupon  he 
was  married,  by  virtue  of  a  second  license,  to  another  wife,  by  a 
Lutheran  minister,  the  first  wife  being  yet  alive.    Now  these  last 
married  parties  are  both  members  of  our  churches,  and  strongly 
insist  on  their  right  to  approach  the  table  of  the  Lord,  altho  the 
courts  had  not  yet  finally  released  the  man  from  his  first  wife.   It 
was  resolved  that  the  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  shall  answer,  that 
both  these  people  must  be  requested,  and  if  need  be,  commandei 
to  refrain  from  the  enjoyment  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  so  long  as 
the  case  has  not  been  finally  settled  by  the  court.    xL  321,  322. 

Letter  from  Eev.  Weis. 

A  letter  having  been  placed  on  the  table  from  the  Eev.  Weiss 
minister  at  Bumetsfield  in  Pennsylvania,*  the  same  was  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras,  to  report  thereon  sub- 
sequently,   xi.  322. 

*  Bometsfleld   it   not  \n  P«nn«y\\«LTA«i,  \>w\  Vu  ^^tw   York«   and    Is   now  called 
German  Flata,  or  Plaits.     A.  to'wii«\i\i&  \ii  ia«'x>R\Ttv^x  ^wvwv^,  '^^^  x^xV  «^.lll  «o« 
by  that  name. 
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A0T8  OF  THE  ClASSIS  OF  AmSTEBDAIC 

Kingston. 

I739y  Ang.  17th.    The  case  of  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  re- 
mains in  statu.    zL  328. 

Weifl. 
Also  the  letter  of  Bey.  Weis,  minister  at  Bumetsfield.    zL  328. 

Classis  of  Amstesdaic. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Bevs.  Du  Bois,  Freeman^  T.  J. 
Frelinghuysen,  Erickzon,  Curtenius,  Haeghoort  and  Schuyler. 
August  20th  1739.    zzix.  258.    No.  40. 

BcTcrend  Sin  and  Much  Esteemed  Bretbren:— At  we  hare  remarked  before^ 
we  liare  already  received  more  than  one  letter  concerning  the  organisation  of  a 
Ooetos,  besides  the  Fundamental  Principles,  or  **  Plan  *'  of  the  same.  The 
esvattr  arguments  from  others  we  hare  not  yet  receired.  We  hare,  however,  con- 
Mered  your  Plan,  as  well  as  subsequent  letters  relating  to  the  same.  Our  Classis 
considers  that  there  are  no  objections  to  such  an  organisation,  If  care  be  taken, 
which  must  be  done,  that  no  opinion  be  expressed  In  such  Coetus  concerning 
Doctrine;  and  that  no  examinations  be  held,  preliminary  or  final,  for  licensure 
or  ordination;  for  these  things  were  reserved,  by  the  Synod  of  Dort  to  the 
ittpectlve  Classes.  So  we  also  reserved  these  things  to  ourselves,  when  a  few 
Ttars  ago  a  Coetus  was  organised  in  the  Colony  of  Surinam. 

Herewith,  after  Invoking  upon  yourselves  and  all  the  brethren  in  those  regions* 
the  fullest  measure  of  Ood*s  goodness  and  blessing,  as  well  as  upon  your  churches; 
lad  also  beseeching  that  you  may  grow  In  knowledge  and  In  grace,  the  under* 
ilfBcd  remain  with  all  esteem, 

Btc   etc. 
AflMtcrdam,  1739,  August  20. 

P.  8.  Whereas  information  has  reached  us  from  the  island  of  St.  Thomas,  of 
the  excitements  occasioned  there,  partly  by  the  mission  of  certain  Moravians,  and 
partly  by  the  arrival  of  their  bishop,  the  count  of  Sinsendorf,  (Zinsendorf,)  who 
has  just  returned  there  from  St.  Bustatius;  and  as  it  is  rumored  that  that  gentle- 
SMB  Intends  also  to  go  to  New  Netherland  to  spread  his  teachings:  the  Rev. 
Classis  charges  us  to  send  a  Pastoral  Letter,^  which  has  been  prepared  by  our 
Consistory  against  the  errors  of  these  people,  to  all  the  foreign  churches.  We 
accordingly  send  a  copy  to  you,  enclosed  with  this  letter,  and  request  you  to 
watdi  against  their  errors. 

We  have  Just  now  received  the  arguments  in  opposition  to  a  Coetus.  The 
•pposers  complain  that  you  do  not  give  them  a  clear  understanding  of  the  basis 
so  which  you  desire  such  an  organisation  to  be  formed.  They  therefore  think  that 
jo«  desire  ultimately  to  become  independent  of  the  Classis  and  the  Synod.    Now 


1789 


•  This  Pastorsl  Letter  of  the  Consistory  of  Amsterdam  Is  dated  October  80,  1738. 
It  was  printed  at  Amsterdam  under  the  title  **  Pastoral  and  Fatherly  Letter,  for 
ths  Dlscoveiy  of  and  warning  against  the  dangerous  Errors  of  those  People,  who 
srt  kaowD  under  the  Name  of  Moravians  ".  Four  ministers  protested  against  thlo 
of  whom,  one,  Rev.  Franco  de  Bmyn,  published  this  Protest 
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thli  would  be  qulU  wrong;  and  If  thli  be  the  ease,  the  proposed  Ooetne  would 
bo  dUapproTed  by  at.     We  expect,  howeTer.  other  things  of  yoo. 

Our  immediate  judgement  Is,  that  brotherly  charity  demands  that  yov  trtat 
your  brethren  with  all  ilncerity.  Show  thlt  by  communicating  to  them  tbe 
Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  present*  and  of  the  previous  year,  which  we  sni 
herewith.  Do  everything  possible  to  discountenance  the  suspicion  of  deslriog  to 
lord  over  them.  In  love  let  each  esteem  the  other  better  than  lilmsell  Wt 
heartily  wish  that  each  side  would  foster  peace  and  love,  seek  to  preserve  tbt 
truth,  promote  piety,  and  preserve  good  order. 

Amsterdam,  October  15,  1739. 

Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  Kingston.  August 

21,  1739.    xxix.  259. 

Eev.  sirs,  and  Esteemed  Brethren:— 

It  was  with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  the  Rev.  Classis  learned  of  yoor  tut, 
attention  to,  and  watchfulness  over  the  Church  committed  to  your  ovenifht,  by 
your  letter  of  April  9,  of  this  year  (1789.)  We  cannot  fall  to  commend  yov 
prudence  and  tact,  manifested  in  the  case  referred  to.  We  fully  approve  of  you 
course.  We  hope  that  you  may  persevere  with  the  same  commeBdabie  Mtl  te 
the  preservation  of  good  order,  and  the  promotion  of  edification. 

But  what  shall  be  further  done  with  the  persons  marked  in  yonr  lettfr  u 
A,  B,  and  C.  Our  Classis  is  fully  of  the  opinion  that  these  indlvldnals,  whilt 
the  circumstances  remain  as  they  are,  ought  not  to  be  admitted  to  the  Table  «( 
the  Lord.  Hence  you  might  first  tell  them.  In  a  kind  and  fatherly  manner,  tkit 
it  would  be  better  for  them  to  abstain  from  the  Sacred  Table,  until  the  mtttcr 
of  divorce  and  re-marrla;?e  had  been  settled  by  the  civil  authorities.  In  case  they 
will  not  listen  to  such  friendly  advice,  you  might  then  unhesitatingly  deny  then 
fellowship  at  the  Sacred  Table  by  ecclesiastical  censure. 

Such  is  the  opinion  and  advice  of  our  Classis.  The  Lord  of  the  Church  rnnt 
that  it  may  be  long  before  other  such  irregularities  occur  in  your  church.  Utj 
he,  by  his  gracious  dealing,  cause  all  things  to  be  done  among  you  In  an  orderly 
and  Christian  manner.  May  It  be  your  privilege  to  enlighten  and  edify  yonr  flock 
by  doctrine  and  life.  May  jou  ever  experience  the  goodness  of  our  God,  and  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  whose  grace  and  gracious  keeping  we  commend  yoa  in 
all  things.  Such  do  they  wish  with  all  the  heart,  who  In  the  name  of  our  Clasiiik 
subscribe  themselves,  etc.,  etc. 

(Signed  as  before.) 
Amsterdam,  August  21,  1739. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letter  to  Kingston. 

1739,  Sept.  17th.     The  letter  to  the  Consistory  of  Kingston 
tas  been  forwarded  bv  the  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras.     xL  329. 

Letter  against  a  Coetus  at  Kew  York. 

A  letter  from  four  ministers  of  New  Netherland  with  objec- 
tions to  a  Coetus,  lias  been  xeeev^ed.    The  Deputies  ad  ree  Ext^raa 
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requested  to  examine  these  objections,  especially  because  such 
,  Coetus  has  already  been  permitted  by  this  Assembly^  and  to 
nlighten  the  Assembly  thereupon  with  a  report  (pre-advice)  at 
3ie  next  meeting,    xi.  320. 

Acts  of  the  CTlassis  of  Amstebdaic 

Letter  of  Classis  concerning  the  Coetus. 

1739,  Oct.  6th.  In  regard  to  the  letter  of  the  four  ministers 
in  New  Netherland,  the  Deputati  ad  res  Extents  offer  the  follow- 
ing advice: 

1.  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  Classis  in  regard  to  the 
panting  of  a  Coetus,  be  communicated  to  those  four  brethren. 

2.  That  also  the  Articles,  on  the  basis  of  which  the  Coetus 
was  desired  and  granted,  be  communicated  to  them. 

3.  Finally,  they  shall  be  informed  that  the  Acta  of  Synod  shall 
be  placed  also  in  the  hands  of  those  four  brethren. 

For  this  report  (pre-advice)  the  Deputati  were  thanked,  and 
the  advice  was  converted  into  a  resolution  of  the  Classis.    xi  330. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  (Oct.  1739). 

Blxtracts  from  a  letter  from  New  York,  dated  March  29,  1739. 

They  make  known,  that  they  had  learned  from  our  letter,  that 

they  must  be  watchful  unto  the  preservation  of  "  subordination  ". 

Therefore  they  had    set  themselves   against  the    erection  of    a 

Coetus.      Their   opponents    had   falsely   ab-used    the    name    of 

"  Classis  ",  into  "  Coetus  '\     Although  they  pretend  they  wish 

to  erect  a  Coetus  in  subordination  to  the  Rev.  Classis;  yet  if  they 

obtain  any  concession  therefor,  it  would  be  of  evil  consequence. 

Accordingly  they  cannot  unite  themselves  with  those  who  seek  to 

organize  (institute)  a  Coetus,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Rev.  Classis, 

as  well  as  of  the  churches  there  —  (in  America.) 

43 
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They  xeqnert  the  Bev.  Olaasb  to  send  to  tlwni  tiub 
XEUunnuch  as  the  others  conceal  from  them  wbtA  tbej  (the 
wrote  to  UB  in  1788.    Thna  they  would  be  enaMed  to  nhmit 
connter-aigumentBy  and  enable  (the  Olasaia)  to  judge 
theuL    In  Buch  case  they  think  that  they  will  be  aUe  to 
thaty  although  a  co-ordinate  Coetus  is  disiq[^iroi?6d  bj  ii% 
parties  are  really  in  favor  of  such  a  thing. 

Bey.  Haeghoort  had,  indeed,  written  in  his 
that  the  cOTrespondence  was  of  a  fraternal  ohaxseter,  etc;  W 
that  the  true  welfare  of  these  chtirohes  is  not  adraioed  thenlf; 
because  the  correspondence  was  not  general  (in  its  natmeX  M 
of  an  individual  character.  So  that  there  is  to  be  aiqpfehflttcle^-' 
Kota  bene  —  either  a  lording  over  the  brethren,  and  authorilj  k 
the  church;  or  a  falling  into  independent  churches. 

They  think  that  it  is  evident,  that  certain  parties — L  Si  ttflt 
opponents  —  are  not  satisfied  with  '^  Suboidinatimi ".  Ber.  Haqf 
hoort  had  once  said:  Let  us  do  our  part,  and  ask  afteswaidib  I 
dassis  refuse,  then  go  to  the  Synod.  Observe  that,  in  the  aii 
letter,  it  is  also  said,  that  while  there  are  enough  Dutch  congre- 
gations there,  which  are  also  provided  with  lawfully  called  minb 
ters,  it  therefore  follows, —  N ota  bene  —  that  there  is  power  to 
erect  a  form  of  government,  in  conformity  with  God's  Word  and 
the  customs  of  our  churches  in  both  countries,  and  without  piejt 
dice  to  the  Kev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam;  and  that  Classis  shonU 
long  ago  have  urged  the  establishment  of  a  Coetus  then 
Whence  they  think  it  would  follow,  that  the  Bev.  Classis  wooU 
not  any  longer  be  recognized  in  any  of  their  affairs. 

The  Circular-letter  requested  all  the  Brethren  and  offioen 
to  cause  this  paper  to  be  signed  in  their  church-meetings;  and 
then  to  send  their  minister,  or  ministers,  with  an  elder,  to  Ne« 
York  in  September,  1737,  with  full  authority.  This  was  approrsd 
by  Kev.  Du  Bois  and  the  majority  of  the  C<m8istory  of  New  Toik 
and  sent  around  (written  over)  to  the  others  in  the  name  of  thi 
Eev.  Consistory,  and  acstually  in  the  name  of  the  Classis,  and  m 
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Mb  condition  of  "  Subotdination  ".    From  this  cironmstance  they 
■dge  that  they  must  decline  this  proposed  action. 

The  Eev.  Consistory  |of  Kingston  had  written  (in  reply)  to  this 
iiealar^letter  of  New  York,  that  they  requested  a  brotherly  Con- 
ference of  all  the  ministers,  met  in  a  Coetus;  that  they  (King- 
ston) would  send  a  minister  for  further  information;  (requesting) 
Lhat  they  (New  York)  ,  would  send  a  minister  to  furnish  such 
information*  (?) 

The  Revs.  Mancius  and  Muzelius  had  not  been  invited  to  the 
Conference  on  September  5,  1737.    They  went  on  the  6th  to  the 
Tiouse  of  Rev.  du  Bois.    It  appeared  strange  to  them  to  hear  there 
in  conversation  together,  the  Revs.  Van  Driessen,  Freeman,  Cur- 
tenins,  and  Haaghoort.  But  they  became  silent,  when  they  caused 
Aemselves.to  be  announced  to  Rev.  Du  Bois;  and  he  requested 
them  to  attend  the  Conference,  at  the  Consistory  room,  on  the 
7th  of  September.     On  going  there.  Rev.  Du  Bois  proposed  to 
elect  a  President  and  Clerk.     To  this  all  the  others  consented; 
but  it  was  opposed  by  the  writers  of  this  letter,  because  they  had 
^t  authority  from  their  Consistories  to  do  this.    They  had  been 
Sent  only  to  acquire  information.     This,  they  thought,  could  be 
got  well  enough  without  a  President  and  a  Clerk.     They  them- 
selves were  also  willing  to  write  (for  authority?);  but  notwith- 
standing this,  they  voted  Rev.  Haaghoort;  as  President,  and  Rev. 
Xhx  Bois,  as  Clerk.    Rev.  Muzelius  especially  denied  the  power  of 
this  gathering  to  establish  a  Coetus,  because,  according  to  the 
Synod  of  Dort,  the  only  Assemblies  are  the  Consistory,  Classis 
and  Synod,  which  alone  are  allowed  to  have  a  President  and  Clerk; 
but  this  Conference  cannot  be  held  to  be  either  of  these.    Whence 
they  think  it  is  evident  that  the  pretence  of  Subordination  by 
these  parties  is  hollow;  even  as  they  have  also  suppressed  this, 
their  opposition,  in  their  letters  to  the  Consistories,  mentioning 
nothing  of  it,  (Subordination?)  except  in  their  letter  to  those  of 
Kingston. 

They  are  of  the  opinion,  that  according  to  the  Synod  of  Dort, 
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no  church  member  or  member  of  a  OonaiBtolj  can  be  forced 
ait  or  even  appear  for  trial,  outside  of  his  own  OonaiBtory; 
also,  that  such  a  Coetus  as  is  proposed,  although  baanpg 
title  of  '^  Subordinate ''  would  be  an  ezerdae  of 
would  give  occasion  to  church  members  to  disregard 
tiieir  own  Consistories.    They  therefore  considered  it  to  be  a 
tradiction  to  have  a  Coetus  there,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
'  subordinate  to  the  Classis. 

They  also  make  known,  that  up  to  the  present  time^  iiitm 
declared  to  be  established  only  the  following  Reformed 
by  Charters  from  the  (English)  Goyemment,  namely,  New  Ti 
Kingston,  Albany,  Schenectady,  and  the  Manor  of 
The  remaining  churches  being,  so  far  as  they  know,  stiU 
a  Charter,  and  only  under  the  Crown's  act  of  toleratioa. 
is  also  the  case  in  reference  to  the  Independents,  withont 
being  named  in  the  law.  While  all  those  Charters, 
pledge  (bind)  every  congregation  to  its  own  Conaistoiy, 
ing  to  the  National  Synod  of  Dort;  and  (pledge)  each 
directly  to  the  Classis  to  whose  jurisdiction  it  is  subject,  it  is  i 
question  whether  it  is  a  lawful  undertaking  to  appoint  a  Coet« 
over  all  these  churches  (here  in  America). 

They  consider  that  Bev.  Du  Bois,  in  binding  himself  in  t  bt^ 
ter,  (in  1736),  to  the  closest  correspondence  (with  the  ClassUy) 
together  with  the  Eevs.  Freeman  Zandvoort  and  Frielinghnysen; 
and  he  (Du  Bois)  being  accounted,  and  not  without  reason,  accord- 
ing to  a  strict  construction  of  his  letter,  as  the  one  who  had  vst 
dertaken  the  establishment  of  a  Coetus  for  their  churches:  now, 
cannot  be  sure  of  either  correspondence  or  a  Coetus;  although 
Rev.  Du  Bois,  among  other  things,  told  Ber.  Boel,  that  whoerer 
is  against  a  Coetus^  is  the  cause  of  the  ruin  of  the  churches  there 
(in  America). 

They  console  themselves  with  the  righteousness  of  their  caoM^ 
and  the  judgement  of  the  Bev.  Classis  concerning  Bev.  Bod; 
for  he  was  praised,  m  a  \eU^T  oi  dassiS)  for  his  carefulness  for 
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rights  of  Classis,  and  "Subordination".  This  is  probably 
reason  why  Eey.  Du  Bois  and  others  are  so  opposed  to  Rev. 
jL  All  four  of  them  remain  resolved  to  persevere  in  this 
^ment  of  Classis,  and  expect  therefrom  the  desired  result  for 
t  churches  there. 

Fhey  also  make  known  that  heretofore  Revs.  Du  Bois,  An- 
ides,  and  Boel  had  received  from  Eev.  Classis  the  Acta  of  the 
lod  of  North  Holland;  but  that  since  the  year  1734,  Rev. 
tonides  and  Boel  had  not  obtained  these  Acta.  The  Acta  of 
year  1737  had  been  sent  by  Rev.  van  Rhyn,  Deputatus  Synodi, 
f  to  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  New  York,  which  had  been  taken 
>  their  own  keeping.  They  dotnot  know  whether  this  was  done 
he  request  of  the  advocates  of  the  Ooetus,  but  they  had  under- 
k1  that  Rev.  Du  Bois,  in  the  name  of  the  Consistory  of  New 
i, —  Rev.  Boel  not  being  present  on  account  of  illness  —  had 
tten  a  letter  of  thanks  therefor  to  Rev.  van  Rhyn,  and  had 
le  a  request  for  the  continued  sending  (of  said  Acta),  and  had 
ed  for  his  assistance  in  the  establishment  of  a  Coetus;  but  as 
J  letter  of  Rev.  Du  Bois  had  not  been  inserted  in  the  Minute 
>k  of  the  Consistory,  they  did  not  know  its  precise  contents, 
^y  complain  that  these  Acta  of  Synod  got  into  the  hands  of  the 
Btus  gentlemen,  while  they  were  passed  by. 
Fhey  express  thanks  for  the  salutations  of  Rev.  Classis,  and 
iclude  with  their  own  salutations. 
Was  signed, 

(Tincentius  Antonides,  Henricus  Boel,  George  Wilhemus  Man- 
cius,  Frederick  Muzelius. 

fhey  request  in  a  Postscript  that  the  lettersiof  the  Rev.  Classis 
hem  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Abraham  Marinus  van  Arssen,  Wine 
rchant  on  the  Cingel,  opposite  the  Three  Koningen  Street. 
L  459-462. 
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Bxv.  OvJiLTEaxm  Du  Bois  to  Mb.  Jacob  Gz.iir  of 


Mew  Tflifef  !!■■■■>■■  % 

D«ftr  ■lr>-  H«rewltli  mj  davthter  and  I  fMl  It  •«  UghMt  tety  t»  fhv 
«xpreMl<m  to  our  hMurtj  thanks  to  7<ra  and  yoor  ■■tti—d  wttti  te  tfet 
flrttndlj  neeptlon  wt  enjoyed  at  your  Imnuw. 

I  rectlTed  the  letter  txom  the  eldera  together  with  that  to  DoaUna  Portai 
Batardajr  Imt  nntll  now  haTo  had  no  opportnnttj  to  aaid  It  by  a  aafli 
hope  to  haye  the  good  f ortone  to  do  lo  to-daj  or  UHBonow. 

In  aeeordanee  with  the  rerbal  and  written  reqoeot  I  hn?ie  altaadly 
ettcloaed  to  Domlne  Donloa.    I  thought  It  not  Inappiopilata  to  sand  jen  a  «i|r 
Ifca  aaina.   The  following  la  the  eontent  of  It: 

Hew  TorlE,  NoviBhs  %  11» 

Bererend  ■lr^— Thia  aerrea  to  aeoomiMnj  the  endoaed*  whick  eoaMi  fte 
Barerence  trom  the  Bererend  Goaalstory  of  Seheaeotadyt  aad  whUh  I  nertn 
a  letter  addreaaed  to  me,  with  a  reqaeat  to  eend  It  to  jronr  Bavctena^  wM 
arfompanylng  letter  ttom  mj  hand.  In  whl<di  I  riionld  lecowand  ta 
enee  the  call  to  become  thdr  paator  and  mlnleter  at  Schenectady.    I 
rtCttae  It.    Wherefore,  by  your  leaTo,  I  renture  to  do  eo^  In  rtapaoaa  ta 
verbal  and  written  nrgency,  with  thcee  f^w  Unea  and  aeeordtng  to  tntk 

Seheneetady  la  a  large  Tillage  like  a  city,  with  eereral  atiaaU  biMt  hna  lij 
honae^  Tory  deUghtfoUy  located  on  a  plain,  along  a  plaaaant 
provided  with  a  very  attraetlTe  large  itoae  dinreh  and  a  Tary 

There  la  a  nnmereoa  congregation  of  eereral  hnadrad  member ig  thaaglh  I  ii 
know  the  exact  nnmber.  Perhape  the  delegatea  who  have  praaantid  Iha  ml  ti ' 
yoar  Bererenee  have  already  given  a  detailed  aeconnt  «f  avatytUngi  mmXi 
preached  there,  there  were  I  ehoold  think  over  alx  hnndrad  I 

The  Inhabltanta  appear  to  me  to  be  not  only  very  dvUlaed  people^  bat  fay 
deeirone  after  Ood*i  Word.  I  do  not  doubt  that  for  a  lealona  laborer  !■  tkt 
aplrltaal  fleld-work  of  the  Lord,  there  to  a  rich  harvest  for  Jehovah  to  gsth«  h, 
snd  so  there  Is  opportunity  for  great  edification,  ingathering  of  sonls^  aal  pt- 
oeptible  extension  of  Christ's  Kingdom. 

Hence  a  call  to  Schenectady  is  coneidered  one  of  the  moat  notable  anA  lA* 
vaatageous  in  these  parts.  If,  therefore,  your  Reverence,  besides  the  Indleittam 
of  God's  Providence,  feel  yourself  moved  to  edify  Ood's  Church  In  a  much  lii|« 
congregation  than  at  present,  with  your  praiseworthy  lervlces,  yon  could  poHlMr 
make  no  more  desirable  choice. 

If,  however,  your  Reverence  should  still  have  any  miiglvlnga,  concerning  vktt 
has  been  laid  before  your  Reverence  by  those  from  Schenectady,  or  coneenbf 
what  yon  may  have  heard  from  etoewhere,  I  believe  that  those  from  Sdiencctilr 
would  be  able  to  remoTe  them. 

This  being  eisentially  what  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  jwr 
Reverence  on  this  lubject,  in  fulfillment  of  my  promise  to  those  of  Schenectsdj,  I, 
therefore,  with  hearty  wiihei  for  all  Divine  blessings  upon  your  person  and  jwr 
ministry,  subscribe  myself  as  I  am  Rererend  Sir, 

Your  Reverence'a 

Obedient  Servant, 

G.  D.  Bda 

I  hope  that  with  these  lines  I  hSTe  somewhat  fulflled  the  request  of  tha  BeisriJ  Ooi- 
slstory  of  Sohenectady.  If  your  Rererence  so  desires,  your  RoTerenoe  may  rommastniti 
the  eocloeed  to  Domine  Dorsins,  to  the  Consistory  of  Sohenectady.  In  whatsoever  I  aif 
be  able  to  senre  either  your  RoTerenoe  or  the  Reverend  Consistory,  I  shall  feel  mjwif  k 
duty  bound  to  do  so,  with  all  readiness  according  to  my  feeble  ability. 

Wishing  your  Reverence  and  your  esteemed  family,  OTory  favor  of  God  In  ChiH  Ml 


»• 
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pnnrlBC  tlia*  God  JtboYah  mmf  thmrtij  proride  tka  flourishlBg  eoBgregAtioii  at  Sohmieo- 
Ik^  with  ma  abto  and  «difyfiiff  miniiter,  I  ihAU  doie  this  with  rnnoh  respect  sod  hssrty 
llM-wiU  to  jon,  tssUfjriBC  that  I  am. 

Tour  BsiTsrenos's  HnmUe  BsrTsnt, 

O.  D.  BotaL« 


Glassis  of  Ahstsbdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Oorrespondenoe. 
Ihe  Classis  of  Axnsterdam  to  Bev.  Antonides,  etc.  November  1789. 

xxiz.  254.    No.  42. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Much  Beloved  Brethren: — We  have  duly  re- 
wived  your  letter  of  the  date .,  and  perceived  there- 
from your  continued  interest  in  keeping  up  a  friendly  oorrespond- 
enoe with  our  Classis.  You  inform  us  of  occurrences  in  your 
cboTcheSy  to  reply  to  which  will  always  be  a  pleasure  to  us.  But 
joa  complain  of  your  brethren  who  favor  the  organization  of  a 
Ooetua.  You  say  tHey  refuse  to  let  you  know  the  reasons  why  they 
desire  it,  and  hence  you  wish  to  learn  them  from  us,  that  you 
may  answer  them.  You  think  that  your  brethren  are  determined 
to  get  rid  of  all  subordination  to  us.  Finally,  we  notice  that  you 
complain  that  you  have  not  received  the  Minutes  of  Synod. 

In  the  name  of  our  Classis  we  make  this  reply:  (1)  We  hereby 
lend  you  a  copy  of  the  reasons  which  the  friends  of  a  Coetus  have 
transmitted  to  us.  (2)  That  the  Eev.  Classis  has  carefully 
pondered  these  reasons,  and  they  are  so  well  satisfied  therein, 
that  they  have  given  permission  for  the  organization  of  a  Coetus. 
It  is  to  be,  however,  on  the  express  conditions  that  no  opinion  be 
expressed  therein  concerning  any  doctrine,  nor  any  preliminary  or 
final  examination  for  candidates  or  ministers  be  held;  for  these 
are  matters  which  the  Synod  of  Dort  reserved  exclusively  to  the 
several  Classes.    So  these  rights  were  reserved  by  us  in  reference 


1789 


£^  This  letter  was  recently  obtained  from  a  prlTate  source  b/  the  Colleclats 
lurch,  and  a  copy  kindly  famished  by  Mr.  William  L.  Brower  of  New  York.] 


Cknrch, 
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to  the  Ooetas  organized  some  yean  ago  in  4ie  Oolaay  of  SmiBni,! 
This  matter  has  now  progressed  so  f  ar,  lliat  in  our  opunm 
will  do  well  to  make  no  opposition  to  it    Be  good  cnoai^  not  til 
send  US  any  opposing  argoments,  bat  agree  to  audi  a  Obstaai 
The  Classis  in  granting  this  request  haa  te  dedre  to  intiodaoil 
any  lordship,  bat  only  to  preserve  good  order,  and  to  foster  fatl 
tomal  harmony,  and  promote  edification.    To  lliia  end,  in  am\ 
letter  to  your  brethren,  we  have  seriously  admonished  IImbi,  sat 
oommended  to  them  brotherly  charity;  and  directed  Ihsm  tohui 
you  the  Minutes  (of  Synod)  of  last  year  and  of  thia,  aad  ts  di 
the  same  hereafter. 

For  the  rest,  we  commend  you  to  God  and  the  word  of  Us  grH% 
and  inyoke  rich  blessings  upon  yourselves,  your  families  and  yosr 
sacred  ministrations.     Endeavor  sincerely  to  eontrilmts  sD  it 
your  power  to  foster  peace  and  love. 
The  undersigned  remain, 

Etc,  eto. 
Amsterdam,  Kovember,  1739. 

P.  S.  Enclosed,  find  a  Pastoral  Letter,  composed  by  our  woidij 
Consistory,  to  warn  against  the  injurious  sentiments  of  the  IConr 
vians.  Observe  the  points  carefully,  and  earnestly  oppose  tkm, 
should  these  people  come  to  your  regions  and  spread  their  dcx- 
trinee,  as  they  have  already  done  on  the  Island  of  St  Tlionitt 

Classis  of  Amstebdaic 
'Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Eev.  P.  H.  Dorsius,  1739.    xzix. 

266. 

To  Rtfw,  P.  H.  Donlns:  (fonnerly  too  loco  Inserted,  but  only  appeutef  inm  lit 
preTkmt  letter  ti  belonfing  ad  heac). 

Bcracnd  Sir: — Toar  desire  and  seal  la  the  H0I7  Ministry  and  la  tlie  priMUic 
of  tlM  Gospel  are  frequently  reported  to  ns  both  by  letter  aad  word  of 
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Umj  Jim  not  only  contliiiie  therein,  bnt  be  Incited  and  ttrenfftbened  In  the  Lord, 
ind  In  the  working  of  bit  power.  Show  yourself  at  the  same  time  as  an  example 
of  humility.  Think  Tery  highly  of  your  brethren.  In  loye,  for  the  work's  sake, 
tnd  may  the  ^Irlt  of  Dlotrephes  be  far  from  yon. 

Yon  will  ask.  Why  these  exhortations?    Dear  brother,  the  remembrance  of  these 
things  is  always  wholesome.    For  are  we  not.  Insignificant  men  as  we  are,  greatly 
sobject  to  a  desire  for  lording  It  oyer  others,  and  goyemlng?    How  dlfflcnlt  It  Is 
for  eyen  those  who  are  possessed  of  grace,  to  keep  themselyes  free  from  snch  a 
spirit  I    And  young  persons,  who  are  blessed  aboye  others  with  gifts  and  abilities, 
are  more  often  tempted  by  such  a  spirit  than  others,  so  that  the  enemy  glyes  them 
now  and  then  seyere  wonnda.    How  yon  are  situated  In  these  respects,  yon  may 
find  by  self  examination.    We  trust  that  what  has  been  told  us  of  you  Is  not  alto- 
gether  true,   yls.,  that  you  strlye   to   be  uppermost  In  the   goyernment  of  tha 
chnrches  In  those  regions,  and  that  you  hold  yourself  In  too  high  esteem;  and  your 
brethren  In  too  little  esteem.    We  trust  that  nothing  of  this  Is  true,  and  that  wa 
may  learn  that  you  conduct  yourself  In  such  a  manner,  that  you  show  yourself 
the  humble  senrant  of  all,  as  Indeed  you  should.  In  order  to  find  the  greatest 
honor.     When  from  reliable  Information  we  shall  find  this  to  be  the  case  It  will 
be  refreshing  to  us;  and  we  doubt  not  you  will  then  be  pleased  with  these  our 
letters.    Be  assured  that  we  most  feryently  wish  your  happiness,  as  also  that  of 
the  congregations  entrusted  to  you.    May  the  Lord  and  the  word  of  his  grace  b« 
ever  with  you.    We  are;  etc, 

John  Plantlnus,  Praeses. 
C.  T.  d.  Bogaerde,  ScrllMU 


Olassib  op  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  John  Philip  Boehm,  1739. 

256.    No.  38. 

Beyerend  Sir: —  The  yery  poor  condition  of  your  church  and  yourself  has  become 
kaown  to  us  through  outsiders,  as  well  as  through  yourself,  and  aid  has  been 
requested  of  seyeral  to  relleye  your  poyerty.  Your  condition  greatly  grleyes  us, 
and  we  are  not  disinclined  to  seek  such  help  for  you  as  Is  possible,  and  as  oppor- 
tunity occurs,  or  when  circumstances  fayor  it.  But  there  is  one  thing,  Rey.  Sir, 
which  somewhat  detracts  from  onr  Inclination  In  this  matter,  and  that  Is,  that 
there  are  certain  rumors  to  your  dlsadyantage,  which  haye  reached  our  ears,  both 
by  letter  and  by  word  of  mouth.  It  Is  said  that,  not  possesiring  much  learning 
yourself,  and  not  being  particularly  anxious  to  obtain  It,  you  spend  the  whole 
week  In  manual  toll;  and  that  on  the  Sabbath  yon  just  read  and  mumble  some- 
thing from  a  postll,  and  that  this  conduct  is  not  a  little  oflTenslve.  Hence  you 
haye  been  mocked  by  the  Quakers,  and  you  haye  very  few  hearers.  Now  It  la  true 
that  such  reports  do  Influence  us,  but  It  Is  also  true  that  we  do  not  wish  Imme- 
diately to  condemn  you  thereupon;  for  If  accusations  alone  were  sufBcient,  who 
would  be  Innocent? 

These  things,  bowerer.  glre  us  great  concern  about  you;  and  even  aa  we  take  the 
liberty  In  brotherly  affection,  to  remind  you  of  them,  we  also  earnestly  request 
yon  to  say  nothing  about  them  to  others;  but  only  make  sure  of  your  defence  by 
sumdeBt  testimonials  from  trustworthy  members  of  your  church.  Thus  will  we 
becone  better  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  of  the  caae,  and  will  be  thereby 
guided  In  our  measur«>s  and  deeisioiifl. 

Our  prayer  Is  that  the  Lord  may  fully  sanctify  yon  and  preaerve  blameless  your 
whole  spirit,  soul  and  body  unto  the  coming  of  onr  Lord  Jesus  Christ.    Yea,  mat 


2784  ECOUBBIABTIOAL  BjWXMPB 

1780 

th«.  Loid  Mttctltr  bofh  iw  and  jmt  br  tte  tnith  —  br  Us  holr 
Itftds  to  MlTttUNL    lfA7  Ctod  bt  wttli  jmi  eootbuanj. 

W«  art  and  rvaialB.  ate. 

Jolm  Plantbrn^  PkMMi^  «lc 
C  Yaa  <tar  PBgawfl^  lolli,  tit 
1780. 


P.  a.   ToB  win  AlM  ptoMt  to  be  earofal  to  gaaid  wftk  an 
maaaar  of  errorteto,  aad  oapoclallj  agalaal  the  If otaTtana^  who 
•▼ajwbarOk  oroa  la  forelffa  laads.    Tht&j  hOld  auuu  doeMBM  aMtaaqr  tt  fti 
iaadaaoatala  of  oar  poro  Bofonaed  Cbarch. 

0la88I8  09  AlCSTXBDAlC 

AetB  of  the  Deputies  and  their  OomspondfliioeL 

OUuMns  of  Amsterdam  to  Bev.  George  IL  Weisa^  1789.    tbl 

S67.    No.  89. 

Ber.  Siv  and  Brother: —  From  your  two  letters  —  one  of  irfdek, 
dated  Jannaiy  7, 1788,  we  did  not  receive  nntQ  Januaiy  ITSS,— 
WB  learn  of  the  esteem  which  you  entertain  for  the  Cflasiii  of 
Amsterdam,  and  your  willingness  to  receive  its  good  advios^  aid 
to  follow  it  to  the  utmost  of  your  power.  Continue  in  this  fnM^ 
and  we,  on  our  part,  will  write  to  you  frankly,  and  as  kindlj  ai 
possible,  our  opinions  on  all  matters  presented  to  us  hy  yon,  for 
our  deliberation.  We  wiU  aid  you  by  our  counsel,  and  also  hj 
deeds  so  far  as  we  are  able.  We  have  learned  of  your  good  in- 
tentions, and  your  watchfulness  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
churches  in  Pennsylvania,  not  only  from  your  letters ;  for  we  hive 
also  received  information  from  a  person  who  left  Philadelphia 
October  20th  of  last  year  (1738).  He  indeed  said  that  he  hid 
heard  nothing  of  your  intention  to  return  to  Philadelphia.  He 
added,  that  if  you  should  again  imdertake  to  preach  there,  it 
seemed  to  him  improbable  that  the  undertaking  would  bear  much 
fruit  In  proof  of  this  he  gave  such  reasons,  that  we  would  rather 
keep  silent  about  them  than  to  mention  them,  so  as  not  to  hurt 
your  humility.  Therefore  we  are  incited  aU  the  more  to  deeUre 
to  you,  that  if  you  can  again  receive  another  appointment  to  the 
ministerial  office,  under  circumstances  agreeable  to  yourself,  it 
will  be  agreeable  to  us. 

Purther,  as  regards  the  funds  formerly  collected  by  yourBslf 
and  elder  Reiff  for  the  \>enaefiX.  oi  ^^  ^xixtScL  \\i^^T«ffl?^«BMLv- 
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^We  indeed  oommend  your  offer  to  reimburse  these  by  means  of  a 
reduction  of  your  salary.    But  dear  brother,  we  understand  that 
this  would  be  troublesome  to  you  and  inconvenient.     We  learn 
also  that  elder  Beiff  is  in  a  condition  to  pay,  and  we  are  informed 
that  if  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London  were  approached  on  the  sub- 
ject, his  Right  Reverence  would  immediately  take  steps  to  oblige 
Tleiff  to  make  "  ratae  et  relinquae  ".     Serve  yourself  first  of  such 
means,  and  se^  what  you  can  accomplish  thereby.     Finally,  we 
'wish  you  the  Lords  most  precious  and  richest  blessing,  that  you 
may  labor  successfully  for  the  salvation  of  his  people,  and  your 

own  salvation. 

John  Plantinus,  Praeses,  etc. 

O.  Van  der  Bogaerde,  Scriba,  etc. 
Amsterdam,  1739. 

MlSCELLAITBOUS   ItEMS. 

1789.  BeT.  Chf.  H.  Ranch,  sent  as  Moraylan  Mlnlonary  to  New  York  and 
PnmaylTaxila. —  See  hla  Life. 

1739.    Whltefleld  begins  open  air  preaching  In  America.    Oct  1789  —  Jan.  1741. 

1739.    Bnlargement  of  Pariah  Library  for  Trinity  Church.    Dix.  i.  220. 

1789.  Volnme  of  Sacramental  Sermons  by  Rer.  Gilbert  Tennent,  Rer.  Wm. 
Te&nent  and  Rer.  Samnel  Blair. 

1789.  The  Log  College,  near  Neshaminy,  Pa.— Bee  Alexander's  and  Mnrphy'g 
Histories  of  the  Log  College. 

Classis  of  Amsterdaic 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

Ixtract  from  a  letter  of  P.  H.  Dorsius,  of  Bucks  County,  dated 

March  3,  1739  O.  S. 

40  N.  S. 

1.  It  states  that  he  had  duly  received  a  letter  from  the  Hey. 
Depp,  ad  res  Exteras,  of  August  20,  1739,  together  with  the  pas- 
toral letter. 

2.  It  complains  of  the  charges,  as  if  he  wanted  to  play  the 
Master  over  all  the  churches,  or  at  least  over  most  of  the  Keformed 
Dutch  Ministers  in  America.  In  opposition  thereto,  (1)  He  offers 
to  send  over  if  it  be  deemed  necessary,  testimony  from  {il^xida, 
ministen,  and  even  from  bia  entire  Consistory ;  irom  'vftAdcv  -^oviW 
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appear  hia  tmobimnyeiiefla  and  aiFeotionata  intareomwa. 
(8)  he  wiahes  rather  that  the  Bar.  Depp,  would  seek  infc 
tion  on  this  subject  without  hia  knowledge^  and  infom 
aelyes  as  to  the  facts. 

8.  He  declares  that  he  has  the  same  leapeet  for  the 
Christian  Synod  of  North  Holland  aa  for  that  of  Sonfh 
and  the  same  esteem  for  the  Bar.  Olassis  of  Amaterdam,  si 
the  other  daases. 

4.  He  aaks  that  he  may  be  informed  who  hia  aocnaen  ass 
what  are  the  proofs.    Then  he  would  address  hirtiaalf  to 
defense,  with  the  proper  proofs ;  but  if  this  should  not  ha 
necessary  or  salutary,  that  then,  when  the  truth  of  the 

have  been  ascertained,  his  accusers  should  be  admonishad 
punished  as  being  unworthy  of  belief,  and  to  be  dedared  aad 
garded  as  false  witnesses;  and  that  he  may  be  held  and 
innocent  of  those  charges. 

6.  It  concludes  with  a  cordial  wiah  for  a  blessinf^  and  As  oiv 
of  his  serrices,  etc.  zziL  603. 

XnsTiMOinAL  OF  Bev.  CoBNisLixTB  Yan  Santyoobd  to  Bk7.  p.  E 

DOBBIUS. 

Portf oUo  "  New  York  ",  VoL  L 

Staten  Island,  llaRh  SL  t(4k 

■ 

Vo  Mr.  P.  H.  Dorilnt: —  Rey.  and  Esteemed  Sir  and  Brother: — 

Tonr  letter  was  dellyered  to  me  yesterday.    What  700  tell  about  the  Ittttr  tm 
the  Deputies  of  the  Bey.  Classls  of  Amsterdam  for  Foreign  Affairs,  had  sbtidr 
been  communicated  to  me  on  Long  Island,  by  the  Bey.  Brethren,  Freermti  aiA 
Antonldes.    Both  thought  It  was  a  wicked  piece  of  work  to  accuse  yon,  so  filirtri 
before  the  Bey.   Classls  of  Amsterdam.     And  who,  haying  the  good  fortsse  «( 
knowing  you,  could  think  otherwise?    Certainly  I  can  glye  no  other  opinion,  htflN 
had  so  much  Intercourse  with  your  Beyerence,  and  haying  seen  as  much  of  yos  at 
any  one.     I  haye  neyer  been  able  to  percelye  that  you  exalted  yoursdf  tbsft 
others,  let  alone  despising  others,  In  this  country;  or  eyen  tried  to  do  so.    Set 
continue  to  pass  through  honor  and  through  dishonor.    The  accusers  wlU  lahcrit 
their   own  shame,    eyen  before  the   Bey.    Classls  of  Amsterdam.     There,  sMt 
assuredly,  more  credit  will  be  glyen  to  the  testimonials  which  you  art  about  ts 
recelye,  and  to  tills,  my  declaration,  I  hope,  tlian  to  such  slanderous  scflbblcn 
I  am, 

Reyerend  aad  Esteemed  Sir  and  Brother, 

lour  willing  seryant  and  brother, 

0.  Tan  Santyoord, 

^.  \^.  >L.  ^  atiatcn  IilsBl. 
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Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

TThe  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Eev.  John  Philips  Boehm,  April 

1,  1740.     xxix.  274.     No.  48. 

To  ReT.  John  Philips  Boehm: 

B«T.  Sir  and  Esteemed  Brother: —  The  Rey.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  dnlj  recelyed 
jwr  last  letter  of  March  13th  1739.  It  gaye  them  much  satisfaction  that  yon  were 
•0  lealonsly  diligent  In  seeking  to  edify  the  churches  In  your  yidnlty  and  to 
promote  their  general  welfare.  May  the  Lord  grant  blessed  results  to  your  labors, 
ind  Incite  you  to  greater  watchfulness  and  to  yet  more  earnest  efforts  In  the 
alnlstry  of  the  Gospel. 

It  was  peculiarly  agreeable  to  the  Classis  that  you  did  not  withdraw  yourself; 

hit  that   you    showed   your  willingness   to  glye   explanations   to   the   Rey.    Mr. 

IHvbIub,  opo6  his  written  request,  to  the  questions  put  by  him  to  you,  concerning 

tile  condition  of  those  churches  of  which  you  haye  the  oyerslght.     We  perused 

Vltb  great  pleasure  and  joy  the  accurate  account  which  you  prepared  of  your 

chnrchea,  a  copy  of  which  you  also  sent  us.     This  also  glyes  us  the  light  we 

•ceded,  to  enable  us  to  understand  the  exact  condition  of  the  churches  in  Penn- 

^ymnla.    Therefore,  in  the  name  of  our  Classis,  we  commend  you  for  your  careful 

liiyestlgation  and  earnest  efforts  in  this  matter.     We  now  earnestly  request  you, 

mud  fraternally  admonish  you  that   you  perseyere  in  this  course;  and  in  unison 

^rltb  Mr.  Dorslus  —  to  whom  you  glye  praise,  to  our  gratification  —  to  co-operate 

Is  ererythlng,  which  may  be  of  seryice  for  the  upbuilding  and  extension  of  the 

kingdom  of  Jesus  among  you. 

We  also  want  to  assure  you  that  all  letters  sent  to  us  by  you  before  1739,  were 
^uly  answered  during  the  same  year.  No  doubt  by  this  time  the  answers  haye 
Teached  you.  Neyer  will  we  delay  to  answer  by  the  first  opportunity,  any  letter 
which  comes  from  you. 

It  was  not  without  our  being  painfully  affected,  that  wi*  learned  how  much  you 
were  oppressed  with  yarlous  dlfllculties,  under  the  heayy  burdens  of  the  ministry. 
We  want  to  help  you  in  all  these  things  and  shall  endeayor  to  do  so.  To  this  end 
we  will  bring  your  request  before  the  next  Synod  of  North  Holland,  which  is 
held  in  the  year  1740,  that  you  may  receiye  some  aid,  to  enable  you  to  keep  the 
church-ground  from  being  forfeited,  to  the  great  Injury  of  the  congregation.  We 
are  not  without  hope  that  our  endeayor  thereto  will  not  be  altogether  fruitless. 
We  will  also  most  gladly  glye  you  some  personal  aid  and  encouragement,  for  we 
greatly  compassionate  your  straitened  circumstances.  Therefore  our  Classis  has 
resolyed  that  its  churches  should  try  to  collect  some  money  to  send  to  you  for 
your  support. 

And  now  about  what  you  wrote  in  your  postscript,  that  some  eyll  minded  per- 
sons in  Philadelphia  had  written  to  us  to  your  dlsadyantage:  On  this  subject  the 
Classis  has  already  spoken,  and  from  which  you  can  percelye  how  much  we  seek 
to  guard  against  all  injustice,  or  lack  of  Christian  caution,  by  a  hasty  judgement, 
without  thorough  Inyestigatlon,  and  also  hearing  from  yourself. 

Purther,  Worthy  Brother,  it  is  the  prayer  of  our  souls  that  the  Great  Shepherd 
of  the  sheep  may  endow  you  richly,  enabling  you  to  gather  the  lambs  of  the  fiock 
bito  the  spiritual  fold,  and  to  care  for  them  with  wisdom,  and  guide  them  by 
exemplary  doctrine  and  deportment.  May  consolation  and  strength  from  aboye 
be  granted  you  abundantly,  to  the  glory  of  the  Saylor's  name,  which  must  foreyer 
become  more  glorious  among  all  churches.  We  are  with  all  cordiality,  etc.,  etc. 
Amsterdam,  John  Plantlnus,  Praeses,  etc. 

April  1,  1740.  Tiberius  Reytsma,  Scrlba,   etc. 

P.  S.  Enclosed,  find  a  book  by  Rey.  Mr.  Kulenkamp,*  from  the  worthy  Con- 
sistory of  Amsterdam,  for  the  seryice  of  yourself  and  other  ministers  in  Pennsyl- 
yania.  Meanwhile,  the  Classis  send  you  for  your  support,  in  your  poyerty,  the 
•am  of (?) 


1740 


KulenkMmp  was  at  that  time  a  minister  In  Amsterdam.    T\iVi  \>oo\.  ii%.%  % 

*amtJme  against  the  Moravians^ 


1740 
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Aon  OF  THB  QE.A88I8  OF  AxBTKBDUL 

To  send  the  Work  of  Bev.  Kulenkamp  to  Surinmnia  and  ITevTokj 

1740,  April  4t}L    To  Suriname  and  New  Yoik  diall  ik  k 

sent  a  oopy  of  tbe  writing  of  Bev.  Enlenkamp;  alaotoBer.Bock^j 

•     ^^ 

with  the  request  to  transfer  the  same  to  Re7.  Dortiiit  for  naam] 
nae.    zi.  889. 

ClaBSIS  of  AlCSTXBBAlC 

Ciorrespondence  from  America. 

Xhe  Consistory  and  Authorized  Oommittee  of  the  GhnvAsiii 
Sings  County,  L.  L,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdami  to  seal 
ibaaoL  a  Minister.    April  8,  1740. 

PortfoUo  "New  Toik^  VoL  L 
Copied  also  in  Vol.  mrii.  662-6. 

In  tli«  Name  of  Qod,  Amtn. 

To  the  Rer.  and  yery  celebrated  Claesis  of  Amaterdam:    Hlghly-lcftmed  aal  Tc9 

Respected  Fathera  and  Brethren  In  the  Lord: — 

We,  the  undersigned.  Elders  and  Fully-anthorised  Committee^  reaMlBg  la  Kiip 
Connty,  Long  Island,  called  also  Nassau  Island,  situated  In  the  northcn  ytrt  flf 
America,  and  near  the  famous  city  of  New  York,  etc. :    Being  aaaemUcd  sa  tUi 
Sth  day  of  April,  1740,  In  the  church  at  Mldwout;  after  calling  upon  Ged't  Btl7 
Name,  We,  the  undersigned  Elders  of  the  six  united  churches,  namely,  Xidviit, 
(Flatbush),   Breukelen,   (Brooklyn),   Boswyk,    (Bushwlck),   New   Amcrsfoort.  (Flat- 
lands),  Qrayesand,  (Qrayesend),  and  New  Utrecht,  haying  yoted,  came  to  aa  agm> 
ment  and  unanimously  resolyed,  to  make  out  a  call.  In  behalf  of  Kings  Oonty* 
for  the  aboye  mentioned  Reformed  Churches.     We  send  thia  call  to  the  Mtlit 
Olassls  of  Amsterdam,   to  which  we  hereby  address,  commend  and  snbsrllMli 
•urselyes;  and  we  do  hereby  authorise  that  Illustrious  Claaals,  and  fnUy  fpwf^ 
It,  as  we  hereby  attest  under  our  own  signatures,  to  proTlde  and  call,  aal  vttk 
full  qualifications,  to  send  to  us,  an  orthodox  minister  —  one  who  la  tayored  «f  Gsi 
with  good  gifts,  In  order  to  teach  us,  clearly  and  plainly,  the  Word  of  God,  aad  t» 
apply  it  earnestly  unto  godliness;  and  one  who  will  adorn  hia  ofllco  with  a  piOl 
walk.     Such  a  one  would  be  yery  acceptable  to  ns,  and  woold  alao  be  a  gsii 
example  to  the  churches,  to  encourage  them  to  walk  in  the  aan«  stepn    He  ■mt 
also  be  sound  in  body.    The  years  of  his  age  we  leaye  to  the  Bey.  Claarfa,  kspiifr 
howeyer,  that  he  may  not  be  an  old  man.    For  we  haye  thla  In  yltw  —  that  •« 
flourishing  and  growing  churches  may  neyer  be  without  mlntatera. 

For  we  obserye  that  our  Bey.  minister,  Bernardua  Vreeman,  (Frecmaa)  Is  b«v 
more  than  seyenty  eight  yeara  of  age.  Neyerthelees,  he  still  oflidates  hat  canestiy 
exhorts  and  counsels  us  to  make  out  this  calL  He  eyen  offera  to  giro  op  hla  salsfTt 
that  It  may  be  giyen  to  the  minister  whom  your  Beya.  may  send  oa;  atlU  It  Is  Us 
purpose  to  edify  the  churches  by  his  preaching  from  time  to  time,  without  stlsiy* 
He  has  already  preached  in  these  regions  for  forty  years;  and  for  orer  thirty-foar 
yeara  of  thia  time  haye  we  Ustened  to  the  good  and  holy  Word  of  Q#d  tnm  Uf 
month  —  he  haa  alwaya  Yieen  ^eaMY^  mail  iXx^'mi  v^^  ^^^^  ^ftMAhlnc  baa  ■erfd  tan 
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tr  edltleatioii.    80  alio  our  Ber.  Minister,  Vlncentlos  Antonldea,  has  r«acbed  the 

crest  age  of  serenty  three,  and  his  senrlces  we  hare  enjoyed  for  more  than  thirty 

four  jears.    But  both  oor  SAlnlsters  are  now  of  adyanced  age.    The  thought  of  the 

■hortaess  of  their  Ures  now  orges  as  to  charge  the  Bev.  Classis  to  provide  for  ns 

and  lend  ns  an  able  minister  of  Zlon,  one  ordained,  and  possessed  of  fnll  quallflca- 

tloii  for  onr  serrlces,  and  to  be  ecclesiastically,  onr  legal  minister.     If  he  shall 

ftad,  upon  his  arrlral,  both  onr  ministers  In  good  health,  then  he  will  be  onr  third 

^Iniiter.    And  when.  In  the  Providence  of  Qod,  one  or  both  of  onr  old  ministers 

9»  the  way  of  all  flesh,  then  he  will  be  our  second  minister,  or  perhaps  onr  only 

Oit.  The  one  called,  and  who  shall  be  sent  to  ns,  must,  when  In  health,  according 

to  onr  church  custom,  preach  twice  on  each  Sunday;  but  during  the  three  months 

«f  winter,  only  once  on  each  Sunday,  excepting  In  the  place  where  he  resides, 

whether  It  be  st  Mldwont  or  New  Amersfoort.     The  other  Tillages  are  at  an 

War's  distance  excepting  one,  which  Is  somewhat  farther.    His  Bey.  will  be  con- 

rejed  on  Sundsy  mornings,  (to  the  place  of  preaching)  and  provided  with  dinner 

•t  noon.    In  the  afternoon  he  will  be  taken  home  again,  with  wagon,  or  on  horse- 

teek,  as  he  likes. 

The  custom  of  our  churches  Is:  Preaching  on  Easter,  Ascension  Day,  Pentecost 
tad  Christmas.  Also  ftimlly-risltatlona,  and  Penitential  (Preparatory)  Sermons,  at 
tke  time  when  the  Lord's  Supper  is  to  be  obseryed.  Further,  catechetical  instruc- 
tion at  the  regular  times;  the  encouragement  and  comfort  of  the  sick  In  their 
Rfferings;  and  whatever  else  God  may  require  of  his  faithful  seryants. 

His  Bey's,  salary  shall  be  one  hundred  and  seyen  pounds.  New  York  money,  of 

tils  proTlnce;  and  shall  0egin  as  soon  as  he  tAes  ship  to  come  oyer  to  help  us. 

Us  salary  shall  be  paid  promptly  each  half  year,  just  as  we  haye  done  to  all  our 

■tnlsters.     Besides  that,  a  free  house  in  the  Village  of  Mldwont,  where,  already 

reside  our  two  old  ministers.    Farther,  a  garden  together  with  a  piece  of  meadow 

grsnnd,  containlog  a  few  apple  trees.    This  is  suflieient  to  pasture  a  cow  or  two, 

proAtably,  and  also  a  horse,  for  his  use  in  recreation!     So  also  his  firewood  is 

toonght  to  his  house  year  after  year.    The  church  sends  oyer  forty  pounds,  for 

(Hassical  expenses,  and  for  his  transportation,  together  with  refreshments  of  food 

ssd  drink  on  the  Journey.     Should  there  be  any  lack  in  this  amount.  It  shall  be 

paid  to  the  Skipper,  upon  bill  presented,  on  his  arrlyal.     Furthermore,  there  are 

the  perqaisltes  which  his  Bey.  will  obtain  from  the  banns  of  young  people;  for  the 

registering  of  their  names  on  the  Church  Becords;  for  the  publishing  of  the  same 

in  the  church,  before  the  congregation,  once  on  each  Sunday,  for  three  Sundays; 

SBd  then  for  uniting  them  in  the  married  state.    Each  one  will  glye  your  Bey.  of 

his  «wn  free  will,  whatever  he  pleases.    Also,  whenever  any  churches,  that  are 

withoot  ministers,  desire  your  Bevs.  service,—  during  the  week,—  you  may  preach 

to  them,  baptise  the  cliildren,  and  administer  the  Lord's  Supper.    Those  churches 

will  pay  you  for  such  serylces.    Thus  will  your  Bev.  have  the  liberty  to  give  them 

assistance  in  their  necessities. 

W*  doubt  not  but  that  these  favorable  conditions  will  move  some  one,  and 
iadoce  him  to  accept  this  call  readily  and  gladly,  and  to  come  over  to  us  In  these 
fSsr  off  regions;  to  serve  Jesus  Clirist,  the  great  Ood  and  Savior,  to  proclaim  his 
name,  his  glory  and  doctrine,  unto  the  salvation  of  those  in  these  churches,  and 
to  exhibit  clearly  Ood's  work  of  grace  in  Christ.    Amen. 

Very  Ber.  Sirs  snd  Fsthers,  your  Bevs.  predecessors  have  In  former  times,  pro- 
vided OS  with  good  and  faithful  shepherds,  and  sent  them  hither.  We  have 
confidence  In  your  Bevs.,  that  your  Bevs.  will  do  no  less  than  your  Bevs.  predeces- 
sors have  done.  And  him  whom  your  Bevs.  shall  call  for  us,  and  In  our  behalf, 
and  shall  send  to  us,  we  will  receive  and  embrace  In  love.  And  with  abounding 
gratitude  we  shall  acknowledge  what  the  Bev.  Classis,  at  such  great  pains  shall  do 
for  OS  and  our  churches. 

We,  the  Authorised  Committee  of  our  chufches,  subscribe  this  call  as  onr  own 
act.    We  agree  to  perform  faithfully  all  that  is  mentioned  and  expressed  therein; 
aad  onr  soccessors,  who  shall  be  chosen  in  our  places,  shall  from  time  to  time  do 
the  same. 
Date  ss  above. 

Osmells  Van  Brunt,  Samuel  Groenendyck,  Albert  Coerten,  Peter  Wyckoff,  Jan 
Lncassen,   Isaak  Leffertse,  Arls  V.   D.  Bllt,  Corenllus  Van  der  Veer,  Corel 
Boemm,  Peter  Staets,  DJrck  Rapalje.  Jacob  Byersen,  Jacob  ^Y>tVntL«  K!^^c«l- 
AciB  Durye,  Leffert  Leffertse,  Ferdinandes  Van  8lcke\en,  Jacobxii^  ^\ti\l^t. 
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Web  th«  vnicnlfMA  mlBlfttn»  Is  otdtt  to  gtf  gNBtor 
■i«Bt,  tofltuy  tluit  oar  tfet  kave  teem  thi  ■Mora  uA  thi 
■Btaerlte  it.  with  Ueir  mni  haads,  aad  tiMt  vluit  Is  wili 

B. 
'▲  true  eep7i  Mveelnc  with  the  orlgliiAL 


nifl  li  ft  tme  copj,  fts  we  know,  oa  this  lith  of  lfaj»  1T41. 


T. 


JOsBTmoATB  ov  EiEv.  T.  J.  FBXLurQHimxir  xv  YnmEOiTiov  or 
TBM  OsASAOTBB  OV  Exv.  P.  H.  I>OB8iu8|  Afbh.  14^  174A. 

PortfoUo  "  New  YorV'  VoL  L 

L.  S. 

At  we  ftre  obliged,  to  defend  the  good  neme  of  our  — ighbor  wmA  hnther.  «vt- 
dallj  when  aieailed  by  evil  tongnee  and  pens:  Theiefoc%  I  cioarider  ■vedt  to 
dnty  boond,  to  giro  the  following  teitimony  concerning  ov  dear  colleegne,  Bfli. 
P.  H.  ponine.  Minister  of  Jesvs  Christ,  in  his  chnr^  In  Bn^a  Ooaaty,  Fisi' 
vrlmnls,  as  follows:  That  besides  a  constant  interchange  of  lettenb  I  hate  hil 
much  conTersation  and  general  interconrse  with  his  Befemesb  gnatlf  ts  m 
comf6rt  and  edification;  and  that  as  an  eje  witness  of  his  d^nfls»  and  hsav«  if 
his  words,  I  am  constrained,  in  lore,  to  giro  mj  indgemmt,  that  add  Bcr. 
Dorslns  Is  a  learned,  gifted,  gradonslj-endowed  and  faithful  Mlntstor,  and 
serrlces  have  not  remained  wlthont  a  blessing.  I  hsTO  therefore  gladlj 
and  Mitrasted  one  of  my  sons,  Johannes  by  name^  to  the  Instmetton  and  tirilia 
of  his  Beyerence.  He  also  has  his  lodgings  and  his  board  with  him.  It  ii  •!» 
possible  that  onr  oldest  son,  Theodore,  who  has  already  stndled  Latin  osdcr 
Domlne  Van  Sandvoord,  for  some  years,  will  soon  be  sent  to  hts  Beremcc^ 
(Dorslos),  for  Instmctlon.  8nch,  then,  is  my  opinion  of  his  ReTcrenoe;  so  ttet 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  nndersigned,  so  long  as  the  *'  breath  of  the  ▲Imlf^ty  ** 
is  within  me,  or  so  long  as  it  may  be  possible,  to  maintain  brotherly  conmimlas 
with  said  colleague,  and  to  assist  him  In  all  things  which  concern  the  weUixc  Q< 
Zlon  in  these  distant  regions,  at  least  so  far  as  I  am  able.  That  this  is  my  teftl- 
Bony,  I  certify  by  my  signature, 

Theodoms  Jacobus  Frilinghoysen, 

Pastor  at  Baritans.  New  Bnmswtck, 
and  other  places  nnited  therewith. 
Aetatis,  47.  OlTen  In  New  Jency, 
the  14th  of  April  1740,  Old  Style. 

LxBTTTSlf AKT-GOVXBNOB  CuLBKE  TO  THX  LOBDB  OF  TbAJ)!. 

Ohurch  of  Schenectady  made  into  a  Fort 

New  York,  Jnne  IS,  ITIOl 
My  Lords: 

The  Act  to  raise  in  the  Township  of  Schenectady  a  Bnm  not  exceeding  thirty 
two  pounds  etc.  Is  necessary  to  pay  a  debt  contracted  in  making  their  old  Chordi 
ft  fortification,  they  having  built  a  new  Church. 

*— OoU  Hist  ii.' Y.  tL  ifl  iflOt 
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SAjOTS  of  thx  Classib  of  Amstbedaic 

Letter  from  Dorsius. 

1740,  June  13th.  Art.  6.  A  letter  was  read,  from  P.  H. 
orsius,  minister  in  Fennsjlvania.  It  was  recommended  to  the 
foresaid  Deputies,  to  answer  the  said  letter,  and  exhibit  (such 
Dswers)  to  this  Assembly.  The  Deputies  will  also  write  a  letter 
n  the  same  subject  to  Eev.  Boehm.    xi.  343. 

Letters  to  Dorsius,  etc. 

1740,  June  27.  Art  3.  Even  as  also  those  to  Rev.  P.  H.  Dor- 
nufl  and  Bev.  Boehm  remain  in  statu,    xi.  344. 

Letters  to  New  York,  etc 

Art  8.  The  letters  to  ITew  York  and  Pennsylvania  remain 
in  statu,    xi.  344. 

Letter  to  Dorsius  and  Boehnu 

1740,  July  18th.  Art  4.  A  letter  to  Revs.  Dorsius  and  Boehm 
emains  in  Statu,  inasmuch  as  Bev.  Deputies  have  as  yet  found 
o  opportunity,     xi.  345. 

icTs  OP  THE  Synod  of  South  Hollaio),  1740.     (Page  246.) 

Extract  from  a  Letter  of  Rev.  P.  H.  Dorsius. 

Article  11. 

The  letters  of  the  12th  and  20th  of  December,  1738,  together 
nth  the  Synodical  Reports  concerning  Count  Zinzendorf,  I  have 
received.    But  I  have  heard  nothing  of  the  arrival  of  the  Count, 

lor  of  any  of  his  delegates.     The  candidates,   Van 

Basten  and  (John  Henry)  Qoetschey,  are  regarded  as  ministers, 
fhe  first  left  Pennsylvania  two  years  ago,  and  has  preached  across 
he  river  (Delaware)  at  AmweU  (New  Jersey),  and  also  on  Long 
Bland,  but  without  administering  the  sacraments ;  but  his  conduct 
MB  been  improper  in  each  place.  At  present  he  is  stopping  at 
'ishkill,  above  New  York,  where  he  has  been  allowed  to  preach 
9  his  promise  to  abetain  from  strong  drink. 


1740 
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1740,  Jpi-T  81.     An  Act  fob  Natukaliziso  SoBUisa  Mi» 

TiNua  Vanhaklinghew. 

L.  B. 

jsij  ai,  i7«. 

Wliere*!  It  U  (OT  tbe  nunlCwt  Benefit  o(  tlili  FroTlacc  tbmt  iD  enc(imt*n*d 
■bould  be  glTen  to  Penani  of  Different  nitioni  to  Iransport  tbenuclT 
famlllei  10  It  by  iDTeatlne  tbem  witb  all  RIgbU  tad  FrUllegM  of  taj 
Mtjeitj'i  natural  trrr  born  «obJect»  within  the  mme:  Ana  Wh*re»»,  JotuoMi 
UaniDua  V«nh»rllnsUen.*  born  under  (he  Dominion  or  the  State*  Qeneali 
t'Dlted  Prorlncei,  baa  Settled  hlmielf  and  bis  vffeota  la  bla  UajeaTf'i  PraiUc* 
of  NoTa  Ce^arpH  or  New  Jeraey  tad  la  greatljr  detlrotii  of  bplDK  admitted  to  nlai- 
meot  of  tb?  PrlTllCEea  and  BcneUCa  wblcb  the  natnnl  and  free  turn  8nb] 
tblB  PtoTlnce  do  enjoj:  And  aa  the  said  Johannea  Martluaa  Vanbarlloihi 
profess  the  Piotestant  Religion,  and  hatb  given  Testimony  of  bla  I>uly.  Lofilly 
■nd  AireellDB  to  bla  preaenl  MnJeBty.  KiDg  Georse  the  Second,  aod  the  snc 
of  tbe  Crown  In  the  Protectant  Line  Aewrdtng  to  and  In  anch  manner  and  ten 
*a  li  pmerlbed  by  an  Act  of  General  Assembly  of  this  ProTloce.  made  Is  1M 
rlghlfa  year  of  (be  Reign  of  bis  late  Majesty.  King  George  tbe  Bnt.  Bstltitd  U 
Act   for  SeeurelBg  of  bis  Msjealy's  Oovernmcnt  ol  New  Jersey: 

Be  It  Therefore  Buaoted  by   the  Qoiemor  Council  and  Aiaembly  of  tlili  Fn*- 
Ince,  and  It  la  hereby  Enacted  by  (be  Authority  of  the  Bime,  that  Johuna  tUr- 
IIdbs  Vsnharllnghen  la  and  aball  be  from  bencefoctb  deemed,   takes  and  eaitrwd 
to  be  his  Majesty'a   Natural   free  born   Bnbject  of  hia   ProTlnce  of  NoTa  CHinl 
or  New  Jeraey.    to  alt  inteiesta.    constructions  and  purpoaei  wbataaever.  ai  It 
bad  been   born  wltbln  tbe  aald  Province:  and  aball  and  may,  and  bla  bein  il 
and  may.  wllhln  this  Province,  take,  recelTe,  do,  enjoy  and  be  Inlltled  unto 
aame    Immunltlea    and    RIgbO   of.   In   and    nnto    (be    Laws   and   PrlTlItgcs  of  la. 
I'roTlnee  as  any   of   bla   &(3jeB(y'a   uatnral  born  aubjecta   can   do.   or  engM  1i 
aod   enjoy,    and  as   fully   and   amply   to   all    laterrats   Co  est  ructions  and  PcrToaa 
wbatsoeier,    aa   If  he   himself  had   been   born   wltbln  the  same,    any   fomier  U 
Act   Ordinance,    Daagc,    Cmton   to   tbe  Contrary   In  any    wlae  noiwtthalaaJlai. 

PrOTlded  Always,  and  It  Is  hereby  Enacted  and  Declared,  that  nothing  U  U 
Act  Contained,  shall  be  Construed,  deemed  or  (aken  to  enable  or  glre  power  • 
PriTllege  to  the  said  Johannes  Marllnut  VunbarllngbCD  to  be  capable  of  bdat  <t 
bta  Majesty's  Council,  or  a  member  of  tbe  Assembly  of  this  Province,  or  dm  al 
the  Judgea  of  any  of  the  Courts  of  Record,  or  one  of  bis  Majesty's  Jasticea  et  lit 
Peace  In  the  said  Protlnce,  any  tbing  la  this  Act,  or  any  l^aw,  Uasge  or  Cariia 
to  the  Contrary  In  auy  wise  Notwlthatandlng. 

May  2eth  1T40.    TbI*  Bill  haTlng  been  read  In  Council  Three  times,  Bi 
That  the  ad.  Bill  do  pass. 
By  Order  of  the  House. 

J  no.  Reading,  Spr. 

Jane  Srd  1T40.    This  Bill  having  been  read  three  times,  In  t&a  H«nae  ot  Bo"- 
•autatliea 
Besolved  That  the  sd.  Bill  do  paas.  ' 

By  Order  of  tbe  House. 

Andrew  Johnaton  Bpeaker. 

BarllHgton  31st  of  July  1740 
I  assent  to  tUs  Bill  Enacting  the  same  and  Order  It  to  b«  Bnnlted. 

I^wla   Morris. 

I*  This  Van  Harllngen  was  the  father  of  Rev.  J.  M.  Tan  Harllngea.  (173M6).  •* 
grandfather  ot  Rev.  J.  U.  Van  Harllngen,  11T61-IS1.^).  For  turtber  detail).  ■ 
C^rwln's  MannaL  4tb  ed.  1902,  p.  830,  There  was  one  of  the  same  Dams  aatin 
l«ed,  IIKL    Be*  chapter  4U  of  Colonial  Lawn  ot  Mew  Jersey.] 
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AOTS  OV  THE  ClaSSIS  OF  AmSTEBDAIC 

Letters  to  New  York. 

1740,  August  8th.  Art.  5.  The  letters  to  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  were  sent  off,  according  to  resolution  of  January 
12,  1740,  to  Revs,  de  Bois  and  Boel,  at  the  same  time  with  the 
pastoral  letter  and  Bev.  Qer.  Kulenkamp's  book  against  the 
Hermhutters.    zL  361. 

AoTS  OF  THE  OlASSIS  OF  AmSTEBDAIC. 

Call  to  Long  Island. 

1740,  Sept.  4th.  Bev.  Dep.  Beytsma  announces  that  the  Ber. 
Assembly  is  authorized  to  make  a  very  favorable  call  to  Long 
Island,  so  that  if  any  one  knows  of  a  suitable  person,  he  may  be 
presented  at  the  next  Classis.     xi.  354. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstsbdah. 
Letters  from  Boehm. 

1740,  Oct  3rd.  Extracts  from  three  letters  of  John  Philip 
Boehm,  minister  in  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  were  presented 
by  Bev.  Beytsma.  The  Bev.  Deputies  furnished  the  Bev.  Assem- 
bly with  their  report  (pre-advice)  in  regard  to  them.  Therewith 
the  Bev.  Assembly  was  perfectly  satisfied,  and  thanked  the  Bev. 
Deputies  therefor,     xi.  355. 

Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Correspondence  in  America. 

Call  of  the  Churches  of  Queens  County,  Long  Island,  on  (John) 
Henry  Goetschius,  to  be  the  pastor  of  Newtown,  Jamaica, 
Hempstead  and  Oyster  Bay.     Oct.  1740. 

Portf oUo  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  I 

Cop7  of  A  Call.    No.  1. 

In  October,  1740,  We,  the  Elders  of  the  foar  united  charches  of  New  Town, 
Jamaica,  Hemstead  and  O/ster  Bay,  did  assemble  in  the  Name  of  Ood  —  the 
Father,  and  Son,  and  the  H0I7  Ohost, —  in  order  to  call,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 


1740 
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a  Btformed  and  ortbodoz  minister,  for  onr  nld  four  Bcgnatd 

In  Qneenfl  Oonnty,  on  tha  IiUnd  of  Naainn,  In  tbo  PrarrlM»  «f  Wuw  XiHft,  ilt 

And 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  the  All-wise  Ood  who  wmkatli  all  tUnci  alls  Ht 
eonnsel  of  his  own  will,  and  who  roles  and  coTema  aU  thlasa  to  Ua  ova  glaj, 
and  for  the  best  Interests  of  mankind: 

And  whereas.  It  Is  known  that  at  onr  request  there  has  eona  to  at  the  wy 
BcT.  sodly  and  highly-learned,  Mr.  Hendrlcna  Goetsehlna,  to  Tnli*Wt  to  •« 
ehnrches  his  preaching  gifts,  and  that  he  has  glren  great  sattsftMlhia,  sai  fnal 
entrance,  generally,  to  the  people's  hearta  thereby,  and  stUl  Boia  aipadinr  W 
his  edifying  conTersatlon,  (oondnct): 

Therefore,  The  Ohnrch  generally  did  enconrage  the  BUeia  of  tha  fsar  enp» 
gatlons  to  proceed  and  the  Blders  and  congregations  together  kava  matoally  agml 
with  one  heart  and  sonl,  to  direct  ns,  the  said  Elders,  to  taka  la  chaige  thii  voy 
Important  bnslness.  They  haye,  therefore,  officially  and  aolaaialy  eaapaaaid  m^ 
as  Blders,  to  call  the  Rot.  Hendrlcns  Qoetschlns  to  come  to  tfaam*  aa  asea  ss  Hi 
studies,  under  Mr.  Dorslos.  shall  be  finished,  to  the  end  that  ha  may  be  thrir 
tegular  pastor  and  teacher. 

We,  the  undersigned  Elders  of  the  four  churches,  feel  ouiaelTaa 
duty  bound  without  any  delay,  to  make  proTlslon  for  onr  rot^mHmm 
ao  that  the  Person  and  the  glory  and  doctrine  of  Christ,  aad  tha  ftaa  sai  Ml 
work  of  Grace,  may  be  constantly  taught  among  us  unto  tha  aalvatloa  «C 
Vtor  this  reason  do  We,  the  Elders,  with  one  heart  and  soul,  caU  yaa*  Taq 
end  and  Learned  Sir,  Hendrlcua  Ooetschlus,  residing  at  prisaat  wtth  tha 
Mr.  Dorsius,  in  the  ProTince  of  PennsylTsnla;  yea,  we  do  hateby  call 
In  our  name^  and  In  the  name  of  all  our  churches;  and  tha^  In  tba  Cmt  tf  fit 
Lord,  we  present  to  your  Rot.  this  call,  to  supply  our  OhrlaHan 
and  to  come  to  us  In  the  fullness  of  the  blessings  of  the  Go^^  to  tha 
of  all  our  churches  all  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  And  may  ymir  Bar. 
ministry  with  a  heaTenly  walk,  so  as  to  attract  men  and  allaia  thHS.  Ihit  W 
following  after  you,  they  may  lead  a  heayenly-mlnded  life.  May  Ood  ladlae  yi« 
heart  to  come  to  our  help,  and  grant  you,  as  God's  belored  one,  tha  power  of  Ui 
Holy  Spirit! 

We  call  your  Rer.  in  order  to  preach  when  In  good  health,  with  the  stmftk 
which  God  may  supply  you,  twice,  on  eyery  Lord's  day  In  the  summer;  end  osee. 
on  eyery  Lord's  day  during  the  three  winter  months.  Also,  on  the  Pestlyal  Days 
according  to  our  church  customs;  as  well  as  st  the  serylce  preparatory  to  tkt 
Holy  Supper.  The  churches  of  New  Town  and  Jamaica  hold  their  commonba 
service  together,  ss  one  body.  So  do  also,  the  churches  of  Hemstead  end  OyiUr 
Bay.  And  they  hold  this  serylce  alternately  eyery  three  months.  At  the  phce, 
where  your  Rey.  administers  the  Supper,  there  your  Rey.  will  be  expected  tt 
perform  family  ylsltatlon;  while  In  the  other  place,  where  your  Rey.  does  sot 
administer  the  Supper,  the  Elders  will  perform  the  family  ylsltatlon.  Furtkcr 
more,  your  Rey.  Is  entrusted  with  the  power  of  church-dlsclpllne,  which  Is  to  be 
prudently  exercised,  with  the  adylce  of  your  Rey's.  body  of  Elders;  and.  If  necei- 
sary  In  consultation  with  a  neighboring  Minister.  So  also,  with  the  co-operaUoi 
of  your  Rey's.  Blders,  your  Rey.  Is  to  arrange  the  manner,  time,  and  place  for 
catechetical  Instruction;  and  to  glye,  where  It  may  be  required,  help  and  comfort 
to  the  sick.  In  their  distress;  and  to  do  all  that  God  expects  of  sincere  and  filtk- 
ful  ministers;  and  all  this  is  to  be  done  to  the  glory  of  God's  Holy  Name,  and  te 
the  salyatlon  of  all  who  belleye.    Amen. 

We,  the  Elders  of  the  four  churches,  promise  and  assure  you,  Rey.  Sir,  Hcs* 
drlcus  Goetschlus,  a  salary  of  one  hundred  pounds.  New  York  money,  hot  yoa 
will  haye  to  proylde  your  own  firewood.  This  expenditore  for  wood  wiU  tike 
seyen  pounds  from  your  salary.  Tou  are  also  assured  and  promised  a  respectable 
and  good  dwelling  house;  snd  land  enough  to  pasture  two  horses  and  two  cove; 
also,  a  garden;  and  If  there  be  no  apple  orchard,  one  shall  be  planted  whcfCfcr 
your  Rey.  may  choose  to  fix  your  residence. 

We,  the  undersigned  Elders,  by  these  our  signatures,  bind  ourselyes  to  psy  fP^ 

the  Rey.  Mr.  Goetschlus,  eyery  half  year,  the  sum  of  fifty  pounda.    Without  dsiM 

our  saccessors  will  do  the  same  tiom  Ume  to  time,  so  long  ss  your  Rey.  Ml 

minister  to  us.    On  these  condVtVona,  w^  Um^x.,  xxiix  i«w  "^^^t.  'irtll  leadlly  ••• 
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fladly  aeccpt  th«  call  to  come  to  i^b,  fully  qnallfled,  and  with  the  faliness  of  the 
Ueatings  of  the  Ooipel;  and  we  shall  embrace  and  welcome  your  Bey.,  Henrlcut 
GoetschluB,  with  all  reipect,  honor  and  lore. 
Day  and  date  ai  aboye. 

Bernhalrdus    Freeman 
Vlncentlus    Antonldet. 
Abraham  Lent,  Cornelius  Byerse,  Peter  Montfoort,  Abraham  Polhemius,  Adrian 
Onderdonk,  Jacobus  Montfoort,  Alphen  Beyder,  Johannes  Bergen,  Moses  Van 
Noerstrant. 

Rev.  Mb.  Colgak  to  the  Seceetaby  of  Society  fob  Pbopaoat- 

iNo  THE  Gospel. 

Jamaica,  November  22nd,  1740. 

Reyerend   Sir: — We  haye  yearly  for  these  seyen  years  last  past  Increased  In 

Church  Members,  so  those  buildings  are  generally  well  filled  In  time  of  Divine 

Service,  ft  the  worship  of  God  Is  duly  performed  with  decency  and  good  order; 

the  several  sects  which  are  around  us  do  h>olc  upon  the  Church  with  a  more  re- 

ipectfol  eye  than  formerly;  there  being  not  wanting  either  in  myself  or  people 

any  Christian  like  or  prudential  means  necessary  to  form  a  reconciliation  &  union 

amongst  as;  some  Itinerant  enthuslastlcal  teachers,  have  of  late  been  preaching 

upon  this  Island,  the  notorious  Mr.  Whitfield  being  at  the  head  of  them,  &  among 

other  pernicious  tenets,  have  broached  such  false  &  erroneous  opinions  concerning 

the  doetrlne  of  Begeneratlon  as  tend  to  the  destruction  of  true  religion  &  of  a 

holy  and  yirtuous  life;  and  therefore  I  take  this  opportunity  to  beg  that  the 

Society  would  be  pleased  to  bestow  upon  the  people  of  this  parish  a  few  of  Dr. 

Waterlaad's  pieces  on  that  subject,  &  of  his  Lordship  the  Bishop  of  London's 

Paatontl  letters  upon  Inkewarmness  and  enthusiasm. 

—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  ill.  p.  182. 

Rev.  Henby  Babclay  Petitions  fob  a  Piece  of  Land  in  the 

Mohawk  Countey.     Gbanted. 

1740^  Dec.  27.  Upon  application  made  by  the  Bev.  Henry  Barclay  to  this  Board 
for  a  parcell  land  lying  in  the  Mohawk  country,  given  by  the  Indians  to  said 
Mr.  Barclay,  containing  about  nine  or  ten  morgans,  this  board  resolves  that  a 
deed  be  executed  to  the  said  Mr.  Barclay  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  said  land 
under  the  reserved  yearly  rent  of  one  skiple  good  winter  wheat  per  morgan  after 
the  same  is  surveyed,  which  is  to  be  done  the  next  Spring. 

—  Munsell's  Annals  of  Albany,  VoL  x.  pp.  03,  94. 

Revivalism  About  1740. 

There  was  a  great  disagreement  about  1740  among  the  Presbyterians  and  other 
Bodies,  regarding  revivals,  revivalists  and  their  methods.  Whltefleld  and  the  Ten- 
nents,  men  '*  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  of  power ",  had  aroused  multitudes 
along  the  whole  coast  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  to  repentance  and  faith.  At  the 
same  time,  though  so  much  blessed,  they  had  fallen  into  the  mistake,  perhaps  too 
common  among  men  especially  earnest,  of  denouncing  the  great  body  of  their 
fellow-ministers  as  men  of  little  real  piety  and  efficiency.  There  was,  perhaps, 
some  ground  for  this  severity.  An  orthodox  creed  and  decent  external  conduct 
had  become  in  many  places  the  chief  essentials  for  union  with  the  church.  Too 
itttle  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  necessity  of  regeneration.  Now  the  Bevivalists 
eepcclaliy  condemned  all  who  were  not  in  accord  with  themselves,  as  to  the  use 
e(  aomewhat  unusual  measures  in  the  work.  This  gave  rise  to  opposition,  and 
iaally  to  the  schism  which  resulted. 

The  people  about  New  York,  and  particularly  those  who  were  counfecX^  '^X.^ 


1740 


2746  Eoou»iAtnoAL  Bacxttos 


tlM  PNibytny  €f  Ntw  Brm^^  N.  J^  wtt*  Is  ifapatty  iillk 
Tke  Lor  OQlltfe,  whteh  afterwtrd  drtiopcd  Into  tte  OoBcs*  oC 
Allj  MBt  out  men  with  this  reTlrml  ■pirlt.    Bomt  of  th* 
allow  UecBtlAtM  of  other  PretbjterlM  to  prto^  wtthis  thatar 
of  this  BoTtTMllotle  tplrltt  wlthoot  opoclal  pormlMlon.    Mtat  of  tto 
wif^  a  unit  on  one  tide  or  tho  othor;  hot  thooo  of  Donogal  mA  Wow 
dlTMod.    Hcnee  lome  of  tho  dmrdioo  woro  font  Is  twals.    TMi^  1 
WM  tho  eooo  with  tho  dmrchoo  of  Oetoron  and'  CirHil»  Fa.* 


1140.    Blahop  Nltaehman  a  aeoond  tlmo  rlrtta  AflMrtea  to 

Lohigh,  Pa.  for  tho  If oiaTUna.    Paxehaao  ofltoetod.  AprU  X  IHL 

1740.    BoT.  DoTld  Scloborger,  a  If oiaTlaii,  eomoa  to  Anortea. 
amoof  tho  Indlani,  1740^  and  coBtlaooo  thoan  mtU  18Q8L 
Onondaga  and  Delaware  tonfooo.      IMahUohod  thirt— 
towns.    Pnbllahed  many  Indian  books.    HamUtoii»  €1M. 

1740.    Visit  of  WhlteOold  to  Amoitea.    Boo  I>nUsai  ^0%  HawmM,  dlL 
phloa. 

1740.    Banch's  Mission  to  tho  Indians  at  Bhakomoko,  Pntchasa  Ooi,  K.  X. 
Ing  oat  Into  Oonnectleat.    Bereral  Christian  Indian  vUIafaa 
Indians  baptised  in  foor  jears.    Hamilton,  468. 

1740.    Nasaioth,  Pa.,  fonnded  bj  tho  lIoiaTians. 

1740.    Biposltlon  of  Bplseopal  Ghnvdi  Catoohism  bj  Ltwl%  pilBlaA  hr 
V,  T.    IHz,  L  aSMw 


17401  The  Bxamlner  ozaminod;  by  Rot.  Gilbert  Tennont,  of  Now  Bnns«lc^&l 
In  answer  to  an  anonymoas  pamphlet  wiittsn  agslnat  him  after  Mi  iM 
to  Now  England. 

Bboosds  of  Kbfobmed  Dutch  Chubch  of  Nbw  Yobk. 
list  of  MiniflterSy  Elders  and  Deacons,  1741-1767. 

There  Is  a  small  manuscript  Volume,  containing  the  signatures  each  year  of  tti 
new  Elders,  Deacons  and  Church  Masters  to  the  Calls  of  the  respectlTe  waHalUbm, 
and  running  from  1715*1767. 

It  first  contains  the  Resolution  of  the  Consistory  and  Church  Masters,  iitei 
March  19,  1706,  which  requires  the  Church  Masters  to  meet  on  the  first  Fridir 
of  each  month,  for  their  business.    Bee  Resolution,  under  date. 

Then  another  Resolution  of  March  11,  1712/lS,  about  calling  meetings  of  tk 
Great  Consistory,  all  of  whom  shall  liaye  a  Tote.    See  under  date. 

Then  follows  a  copy  of  the  action  of  January  4,  1714/15,  alK>ut  Domine  Ds  Botfi 
request  for  a  colleague;  and  the  Call  of  such  a  Colleague,  under  date  of  Jas.  11* 
1716.    Bee  under  date.    (This  Call  finally  brought  oyer  Domine  BoeL) 

And  finally  the  new  members  of  the  Consistory,  each  year,  before  instaUttlQS, 
were  required  to  sign  a  document,  consenting  to  the  pecuniary  condltloBS  hi  tie 
Call  of  each  successive  minister. 

▲  list  of  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons  1068-1700,  is  giren.  in  English  Tftsirti- 

•  Bee  Rev.  Samuel  Blalr>  AccounU  of  ReylTais  at  Jhls  time;  In^Hlstory  «<  IjS 


College.  178;  also  Rey.  John  Rowland's  Account  In  Hist  of  Log  College,  SI 


The  Christian  History  of  Rey.  Mr.  Prince,  of  Boston,  containing  a  letter  fM 
_        _..-     .  _  _       _      _  .     -  .    -    K  College,  tUML 

~     -  UBillH 

in  Vol.  ylil.  of  Am.  Ch.  Hist.  Series,  468,  470^:  snd  Rot.  Ollbert  TMincnt's  "  At 


Bey.  Gilbert  Tennent;  Rey.  Wm.  Tennent's  Accounts,  in  Hist.  Log  X!ollege^ 


Bee  also  the  Biographies  of  Rey.  Geo.  Whitefield;  Hamilton's  HlsL  of  MefS' 
in  Vol.  ylil.  of  Am.  Ch.  Hist.  Series,  468,  470^:  snd  Rey.  Ollbert  TMincnt's     — 
Examiner  Examined,"  1740.—  Rey.  Samuel  Flnley,  licensed  by  Preabjt^T  of  Mv 
Bnmswick,  begins  his  powettu\  mViAiXTi. 
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.  A.  VP^  96*104.  This  llat  Is  eontlnned,  1701-1740,  on  pp.  128-142.  (Ln  the 
}ok,  p.  IML)  The  slfnaturet  of  Blden  and  Deacons  and  Church  Hasten; 
r,  as  elected,  to  the  Conditions  of  the  Calls,  are  then  glyen  from  1715-1767, 
ng  one  of  these  other  lists  from  1715-1740.  These  duplicated  names  are 
repeated;  hut  there  here  follows  the  list  from  1741-1767.  There  is  no 
!ord  of  these  names  for  these  years,  1741-1767. 

ary  Note  by  Dr.  T.  W.  Chambers.    Condensed.) 

tld  seem  as  if  there  existed  some  donbt  about  the  continuance  of  the 
1  imposed  by  the  contract  contained  in  the  Call  of  a  Minister,  as  if  that 
1  was  binding  only  on  the  persons  who  iirst  signed  the  Call,  although  the 
^as  incorporated.  Accordingly  it  was  resolved  that  the  contract  of  the 
lid  be  signed,  as  recorded  in  a  book  for  that  purpose,  by  all  the  success- 
Dee,  Blders,  Deacons,  Church  Masters,  year  after  year,  at  the  time  when 
"e  chosen.  And  to  make  the  matter  sure,  the  signatures  were  required 
:ely  after  the  election,  and  before  the  names  were  announced  to  the  Con- 
i.  In  case  of  refusal,  a  new  choice  was  to  be  made.  Hence  it  is  also 
rly  stated  in  the  Calls,  that  the  subscribers  are  not  personally,  respon- 
t  qualitate  qua,  meaning  officially.  This  plan  was  continued  for  fifty  two 
15-1767,  when  it  seems  to  have  ceased  to  be  thought  necessary, 
atter  is  of  interest  as  showing  the  ideas  of  the  times.  But  the  list  of 
r  the  above  mentioned  officers  as  thus  preserved  is  especially  valuable, 
from  1741-1767,  no  other  list  of  such  officers  Is  found.  They  must  bav« 
orded  elsewhere,  but  the  volume  lus  disappeared. 

Beformed  Dutch  Church  of  New  York, 
list  of  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons. 


1741^ 
1748 


rs. 

1741,  Oct.  15.                  Deacons. 

el  Bancker 

Pieter  Marschalk 

iT 

Abraham  Ten  Eyck 

Evert  Byvanck 

Andrew  Breested. 

1742;  Oct.  21. 

Butgers 

David  Abeel 

an  Wyck 

Hendrlck  Byke 

Peyster 

Adrian  Bancker 

Petrus  Low. 

1748,  Oct.  20. 

Boosevelt 

Elber  Barring 

Kinck 

Abel  Hardenbrook 

1  Y.  Home. 

John  Oroesbeck 

Brandt  Schuyler. 

ts  from  the  Letters  of  Call  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Dutch  Beformed  Chnrch 
Ity  of  New  York,  In  North  America. 

ning  Domines  Gualtems  Du  Bois  and  Henrlcus  Boel,  in  date,  the  9th  and 
January,'  1714/15; 

ure  the  prompt  payment,  quarterly,  of  the  sums  promised  to  each  of  the 
isters,  we  binu  ourselves  qualitate  qua,  i.  e.,  as  present  Elders  and  Dea- 
1  so  all  our  Church  Estate,  to  be  responsible  by  law  for  the  said  payment 
of  these  ministers.  This  also  shall  be  done  by  each  and  every  one,  who, 
,  shall  from  time  to  time  be  called  to  be  Elder  or  Deacon  or  Church 
for  our  Congregation,  and  that,  before  they  are  published,  or  confirmed 
respective  offices,  by  subscribing  this  Instrument  of  Call;  and  in  case  any 
>  do  this,  then  another  or  others  shall  be  chosen  In  their  places,  on  tlie 
idltioD,  according  to  the  unanimous  Besolution  passed  at  the  meeting  of 
It  Consistory  held  on  the  Uth  of  January,  1714/15. 


I 


8748 


Ecoi<i8iA8noAL  Bboosm 


1744- 
17M 


WhAreapoB,  In  t1«w  of  tht  fortgoAiif;  ftppMn 
DoBibio  Jokanne*  BltMnuu 


itlftUj  tte 


Bld«nL 


▲bnUHam  Lefferts 
Garret  KetelUs 
Paul  Bleharda. 


Jolu  Booatralt 
Florla  TacrUaff 
Mlebolaa  Bajax4 


Okriatoff  al  Banekar 
Gala.  Yeiplanek 
▲•  D.  Pajratar 


Pkillp  LlTlngatoB 
W jmant  Yan  Zandt 
▲tueaai  Yan  Wyek 


Htery  Cajlar 
DaTld  Abeal 
Peter  Haracbalk 


Oor.  Yan  Home 
Abraham  Lefferts 
Gerard  Stajreaant 


Chriatoffel  Bancker 
Jacobat  RooseTelt 
Abel  Hardenbrook 


Abraham  Lyniea 
Eyert  Byyanck 
Andrew  Breeated 


1744.  Oct.  18. 

Bar.  Jahannaa  Bltaema  aettlad. 

Gerardna  Stuyvaaaat 
Bobt.  LtTlBfatoBt  Jiw 
Jacob  Abramaa 
Bobert  Benaon 

ITIB^  Oct.  17. 

Abram  li^naoik 
Jorla  Brlnckerboff 
Leonard  LlapeBaiA 
Wm.  De  Pejatag, 

1746^  Oct.  16i 

Brert  Bjranek 
Frans.  Maraehalk. 
Oomellaa  Bogart 


Abraham  Van  Wyck^ 
Paul  Richard 
Francis  Manchalk 


1747,  Oct  IS. 

Abel  Hardenbraok 
Adrian  Bancker 
Theodoma  Yan  W  jck 
Oor.  Yan  Banat 

1749,  Oct  20. 

Peter  Clopper 
Philip  LlrlngatOB,  JEb 
John  Ereraon 
Wm.  Yredenbnrgh 

1740,  Oct.  19. 

Leonard  Llspenard 
Jacobus  Turk 
Elbert  Haerlng 
John  BroTort 

1750,  Oct  18. 

BcT.  Lambertaa  De  Ronde  settled. 

Hendrlck  Bofert 
Dirck  Lefferts 
Robt  Benson 
Cor.  Wynkoop 

1751,  Oct  17. 

Cornelius  Cloppef 
Erert  Bancker 
Andrles  Abramsa 
John  LlTlngstoa 

1752,  Oct.  19. 

Cor.  Van  Ranat 
Lucas  Promlne 
Nicholas  Roosevelt 
Albertaa  Tyebont 


*  I  accept  the  condVUona  Mro^^^i^tvyAiii  \a  %\\  ih.e  Oalla)  provided  I  kara 
to  do  with  the  Coetua. 
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ra.  ITBI^  Oct.  19.         Deaconi.  ^^^ 

njltr  Wm.  De  Peyiter 

i  Peyitcff  Philip  LirlngftOB 

Bayard  Andrew  Myer 

Richard  Ray 

17M,  Oct.  Itt. 

ich  aa  the  Calls  of  Domlnei  Du  Bois  and  Boel  are  made  Told  by  death« 
ilatory  hat  seen  fit,  according  to  Reaolntion  paaaed  Sept.  US  17M,  to  in> 
le  salary  of  Domlnes  J.  Rltsema  and  L.  De  Ronde,  to  two  hundred  pounds* 
dese  subscriptions  are  made  henceforth  according  to  that  Resolution. 


on 

I  Lefferts 

iDclcerlioff 

John  BroTort 
Peter  Keteltas 
Theodorus  Van  Wyck 
Petrus  Bogert 

1766^  Oct.  15. 

Rooserelt 

nkoop 

[aerinf 

Cornelius  Glopper,  Jr. 
Anthony  Ten  Byck 
Gerard  Wm.  Beekmaa 
Richard  Van  Dyck. 

1766^  Oct.  2L 

el  Bancker 
'an  Wyck 

iTingStOB 

Cornelius  Van  Ranst 
Dirck  Lefferts 
Isaac  Rooseyelt 
Abraham  Lott 

1757,  Oct.  20. 

beel 
rert 

>tt 

Nicholas  Rooserelt 
Richard  Ray 
Dlrck  Brinckerhoff 
Johannes  Duryea. 

1758,  Oct.  m 


1  Lefferts 

irschalk 

rdenbrook 

Theodoras  Van  Wy< 
Eyert  Bancker 
Hendricus  Clopper 
Nicholas  Bogert 

1700,  Oct.  la 

Rooserelt 
Dden  Burgh 
Lispenard 

Abraham  Bockee* 
Adrian  Bancker,  Jr. 
Johannes  Lansing 
Lucas  Van  Ranst. 

rs. 

1700,  Oct.  16.         Deacons. 

el  Bancker 

Marschalk 

Abrams« 

Peter  Clopper 
Johannes  Aelstyns 
Abram  Lott,  Jr. 
Petrus  Low 

17aU  Oct  15. 

»tt 

1  Bogert 

1  Clopper 

Garret  Rapalye 
Jacobus  Roosevelt 
Gerardns  Beekman 
Teunls  Tiebout 

^  Nicholas  Bcsert  wmm  eboMen  to  serre  in  place  ot  Bqc\m* 


Ecclesiastical  Reoobds 


1783,  Oci.  ao. 
■Dbicrlpllon  li  made  BCfrording  lo  the  ItpBOJutloa  at  Caaslftarr.  Bqit.  U 
HDect  to  tbe  aalarlei  of  DomlDea  JobkiiD«i  R1Cxem4  aoil  LtEnbRtoi  Di 
n  of  tbe  Bight  Article!  npoo  w&lcb  tbe  Call  ot  an  Ensllih  (iptiUiil 
Breed  to. 

RooRevelt  Abrabam  Lott 

rlorkFrhoff  Jacob  Le  Sot 

,.  _.  ^t  Pejiter  Q.  Doycklnck 

Jieobaa  Ba|ert 

RcT.   Archibald  Laldlle  arrlvea  to  preach  [□  Eogltah. 
net.  Oct.  IS. 
Dip  LlTlngiton  Bvert   Banckpr 

hoQ7  Ten  Kjck  Abram  Lott,  Jr. 

1  Br«TOit  Henry  Blp 

JacobuB  Van  Zandt 

Petri]  s  BjTaack 
ITIB,  Oct.  17. 

Gerard  Wm.  BeekmaB 


Coroellua  Rooaevett 
1788,  Oct.  IB. 
Peter  Marachalk  laaac  Itooaerelt 

Theodorua  Van  Wrck  Adrala  Baneker.  Jr. 

Coroellua  Bofert  Garret  Abeel 

Oarret  Rapalye 

Nlcholaa  Bojert 
nW,  Oct.   15. 


The  anbicrlptlon  la  made  according  to  HmpIuHou  oI  Conslntorj.  Sept  IS,  !^ 
■■  reaped  to  the  ailarlM  of  DomSnea  Jobannea  Bltiema.  and  L«mbc(tDa  Dt  Bn1>i 
••  alM  of  Domloe  Archibald  Laldlle,  opon  tbe  Btfht  Artlctra,*  aad  Ua  Bn*' 
ence't  Call:  and  torther  to  comply  vlth  tbe  raolntlon  of  ConalMorr  «(  thi  Itt 
o!  iBDoarjr,   1TS7,  conetmllll  the  Churcb'a  real  eatate. 

jBcoboa  Booaerelt  Isaac  Stontenbnrth,  Jl, 

Darld  Abeel  Wm.  Oe  Perater.  Jr. 

TranctB  Harachalk  Zachriaa  Seckela 

Jacob  Van  Wb(CI]«d 

For  Hat  of  Ohorch  Uaatera,  vni^nSI,  lee  onder  dat«  ITU. 

*  Tbe  BIcbt  Articlea  iKreed  apoD  In  refereoce  to  Domlne  LaUllIc'l  CtS,  aUtl 
that  hla  aalarr  ahoold  not  be  derived  from  the  Cborch  pr^wrtr,  bm  «■)>  tap 
*a)anuir  ■■baeriptloa*.    in*  ArUclea  m«  recorded  !■  latter  put  tt  lIlMtM  •(  n& 
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xs  AiiONG  THE  Mohawks. 
.ev.  Henry  Barclay. 

1,  Mr.  Barclay  Informed  the  Venerable  Society  that  his 

nslated  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  English,  beildea  two 

;.d  In  the  Mohawk  connty  of  flye  hundred  Indiana,  tettled 

miles  distance  from  Albany; — that  he  had  sixty  English 

uimunlcants;  and  that  the  Tlce  of  Intemperance  among  ths 

I?  decrease.    In  1743  his  statement  was  that  two  or  three 

remained  unbaptlxed,  and  that  with  the  consent  of  ths 

•fnted   two    Mohawk    schoolmasters    to    teach   the   young 

ley   were   both   yery   diligent  and  snccessfaL"^  Sprague's 

•08.  yl.  88,  814.—  Quoted  also  by  Dlx,  1.  28& 

.3  OF  THE  ClASSIS  OF  AmSTEBDAIC. 

Dorsius. 

10th.      Bev.    Wilhelmus  states  in  a  letter  to 

iluinen,  which  was  read  before  the  Bev.  Classis, 

r  knows  nor  believes  that  Bev.  Dorsius  has  any 

I  per  vision  over  churches  or  ministers  in  Pennsyl- 

3. 

NT-Go VEBNOB  Cl-AKKE  TO  THE  LOBDS  OF  TbADB. 

Burning  of  the  Fort  (and  Chapel). 

New  York«  22nd  of  April,  1741. 


1741 


mbly  Is  now  sitting,  to  whom  I  had  many  things  to  recommend,  as 

i.i  may  be  pleased  to  see  In  my  speech;  wherein  I  haye  mentioned  the 

which  on  the  18th  of  last  month  burnt  the  fort;  most  of  the  records 

.i<i  I  hope  Tery  few  lost  for  I  took  all  the  possible  care  of  them,  and 

red  before  the  office  took  Are;  but  before  an  engine  conld  be  brought, 

-'IB  past  ssTlng,  for  It  being  coyered  with  cedar  Shingles,  and  all  the 

■  Alnscots  old,  they  took  In  an  Instant  and  burned  with  that  fury,  that 

power  could  extinguish  It.     The   expence  of  rebuilding  will  be   con- 

i>ut  I   know   the  present  circumstances   of  the  Province  to  be   much 

1  erer,  and  so  very  good,  that  that  expence  will  not  be  felt.    A  Gentle- 

-  of  the  best  estates  told  me,  he  supposed  that  his  proportion  upon  an 

-<vonld  not  come  to  forty  shillings.     But  my  priyate  loss  is  yery  great 

than  I  am  able  to  bear  without  bending  under  it. 

':at  fire  we  haye  had  many  In  the  town  sometimes  four  in  a  day  and 

bem  apparently  kindled  by  design,  which  begat  a  general  consternation. 

'DC  all  that  I  could  to  discover  the  yillaines  both  by  issuing  a  proclama- 

■^  a  reward  and  otherwise,  but  hitherto  without  effect     Many  negroes  are 

0(1  on  suspicion,  but  as  yet  no  proof  appears  against  them.    I  now  keep  a 

:ard  of  the  Militia  who  constantly  patroll.    The  people  obeying  yery  chear- 

Qd  I  haye  recommended  to  the  Assembly  to  pass  a  Bill  to  oblige  them  to 

'   proper  penalties. 


—  CoL  Hist.  N.  Y.  yl.  pp.   Ifl4,  18B,  1861 
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OLABiSIB  OF  AMBTMOSDMUm 

Oorrespondence  from  Ameriea. 

Ber.  Bemardus  Freeman  to  the  daaaiB  of  Amaterdam,  IfA 

88,  1741. 

PortfoUo  " New  York'',  VoL  i 

V»  thv  XiMUiMd  ftnd  Honored  CUuuU  of  Amiterdftm: 

BtiOTOd  Brethron  la  Clirlet>—  A  copy  of  jwan  tT«r  MCipteUt  %Mm,  Mii  a 
AatterdUB,  aoth  of  Aoffiut,  1TI0,  wai  le&t  to  mo  b j  Domlao  DoImIl   I  km  k 
nodlnf  It,  that  tho  ereetton  of  a  Goetoa  hero  win  fflTo  bo  aiwaWifliffka  It  tti 
OlaMli,  if  in  tho  Cootna  there  ohoold  be  no  decLdona  or  doetrlneb  and  ■•  taaaktr 
tlona»  preparatorj  or  pofemptosy,  shonld  be  inetltvted.    In  soMlaA  te  the  piht 
^  doctrine,  eappoilac .  jonr  reference  to  difference  among  brotkven,  I 
atipniation  good.    Bot  when  attempta  are  made  to  denj  or  pti^rert  aw 
oar  office  reqnirea  na  to  oppoae  them,  aa  yoonelrea  hare  exhorted  va  te  he 
fol  agalnat  them.    On  this  account  it  ie  Tory  neceasary  that  a  Qoflaa  AmM  Ii 
erected,  for  the  end  of  eecnrlng  greater  beneOt  to  tlio  dhnrchaa  thm  aMM  li 
acfompllihed  bjr  coniietoriea  lingly. 

Thia  ie  of  more  importance,  aa  sereral  congregatlona  here  are  wtChavl 
who  employ  a  reader  (Toorleier);  on  which  account  tlia  ehlUran  oC  the 
remain  witlioot  the  ilgn  of  baptiem,  and  the  membera  ^thont  tka 
nance  of  the  rapper.  Tliia  glvee  rlee  to  complainta  aa  to  the  want  af 
prorhdon,  by  reason  of  the  want  of  a  minleter  and  paator.  Baflat  ma  te 
yoa  that  aereral  chnrehea  liaTe  made  calls  and  sent  tliem  to  ya«r  ^ 
Claasla,  hot  hare  receired  no  mlniater;  as  for  instance,  Jamaica,  which  has 
nine  years;  Schenectady,  which  luui  waited  the  same  time;  Blshklll,  and  Bsiltiik 
and  now  our  district,  which  has  sent  a  call.  There  are  other  congregatioBS  wUcft 
are  unable  to  bear  the  expense  of  sending  to  your  Classls.  This  could  take  phee 
in  good  order  to  the  benefit  of  the  churches  here.  If  you  should  conaent  to  tk 
Coetus.  For  there  are  here  pious  and  godly  persons,  and  youth  fitted  for  tk 
senrlce,  who  are  called  by  the  church,  who  by  reason  of  classical  authority  iil 
order  must  be  refused.  If  you  should  constitute  here  a  Claasls,  and  commit  to  It 
ecclesiastical  authority,  much  good  would  be  done,  Inasmuch  as  the  work  tkw 
done  would  be  the  same  as  If  you  had  done  it  yourselres,  being  transacted  kn 
by  your  order  for  the  extension  of  the  work  of  Qod  among  us,  according  to  tk 
orders  of  the  Synod  of  Dort,  and  of  any  Synod  or  Classls  In  Holland,  as  wo  iR 
CTcr  brethren  Uke-mlnded  In  doctrinal  yiews. 

I  do  not  think  that  I  In  my  adyanced  old  age,  reaching  my  eightieth  year,  ikU 
see  the  erection  of  the  Coetus,  but  the  sorrowing  congregations  are  dear  to  bj 
heart;  I  therefore  take  this  trouble  to  Inform  you  of  the  state  of  the  church  tad 
of  what  Is  needed  by  them.    Candidates  seem  disinclined  to  come  orer  to  us,  dtkr 
on  account  of  small  salary  or  other  reasons  unknown  to  me.     The  Indepeadfot 
preachers  run  uncalled,  press  Into  houses,  and  preach  in  the  street  where  tk 
church  is  refused  to  them,  and  In  their  seal  they  gain  the  reputation  of  Mag 
holler,  and  more  engaged  in  the  conyerslon  of  souls.    This  draws  away  some  wko 
know  there  Is  no  existing  Classls,  and  do  not  fear  censure  or  discipline  whn 
admonished,  as  It  Is  known  that  without  the  knowledge  of  your  Classls  no  power 
exists.     The  Classls  of  Rotterdam  authorised  and  empowered  Rer.   Dorslus.  of 
PennsylTsnla,  to  qualify   and  ordain   to   the  holy   ministry   persons  of  snitabte 
endowrments  and  piety,  fitted  to  edify  the  church  and  called  by  the  same.    It  kss 
also  happened  so  with  another  German  minister,  who  was  the  son  of  a  aainistfr, 
and  came  with  his  father  from  Zurich,  In  Switzerland,  seyeral  years  since.    Bli 
father  was  sent  to  the  German  churches  In  Philadelphia.    At  liis  death,  his  sob 
Hendrlck  Qoetschius  completed  his  theological  studies  under  Dr.  Dorsina,  and  wss 
then  called  to  Jamaica,  here  on  Ij^kni;  \%\«L\i^.    l&t.  Q<ietAchius  recelTed  his  ex- 
amf nations  preparatory  and  peiemploti«  %:u^  'V  «t^i\u^  %.'&&.  v&aiN»Kkw^\i^gH^HQH^'VM(k 
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r  April,  1741.  He  appears  to  me  of  excellent  and  correct  character.  The  abore 
>T.  Dorslns  has  four  youth  nnder  his  InBtmctlon,  two  of  whom  are  sons  of  a  Low 
^vtch  minister,  T.  J.  Frellnghnysen,  one  of  whom  has  dellyered  a  sermon  to  the 
reat  satisfaction  of  his  hearers.  I  bring  these  to  your  consideration,  as  I  belieye 
tiat  your  Rererend  Body  has  the  same  power  to  constitute  a  Coetus  in  thlm 
»roTince  with  similar  priylleges  for  the  advancement  of  the  Church  of  Christ  here. 
1  bear  in  mind  also  that  your  Reverend  Body  committed  authority  to  Drs.  Boel 
isd  Dubois  to  qualify  and  ordain  a  person  in  the  province  of  Philadelphia  for  the 
Senna n  Reformed  Churches  there,  and  that  lately  you  authorised  Drs.  Erickson 
and  Haeghoort  to  qualify  and  ordain  Mr.  Johannes  Schuyler.  In  this  way  good 
(rolt  was  produced  to  these  churches,  which  would  otherwise  had  remained 
without  fruit. 

Finally,  as  some  brethren  have  complained  to  your  Reverend  Body,  that  we  did 
not  furnish  them  with  suitable  notice,  it  grieves  me  that  such  weakness  should 
lutre  been  shown  by  these  brethren.  I  have  more  than  once  entreated  them  to 
uilte  their  hands  with  ours,  and  help  us  in  promoting  this  work,  so  highly  nece9- 
tarj,  but  could  not  induce  them.  We,  therefore,  were  led  to  proceed  without 
them.  After  we  had  completed  this  matter,  two  of  them  (deputed  I  believe) 
umed  MutxeliuB  and  Mandus,  came  to  us,  and  addressed  us  with  great  vehemence 
iQd  violence.  On  this,  I  requested  to  speak,  as  they  positively  declared  that  no 
tetion  should  ever  be  organised  here.  I  then  said,  "  But  hear  me:  let  brotherly 
lore  continue;  if  the  Reverend  Classis  should  constitute  a  Classis,  I  know  that 
TOO  will  willingly  become  a  member  of  it,  to  help  the  advancement  of  the  welfare 
of  the  Church;  and  If  the  Reverend  Classis  shall  not  be  pleased  to  organise  a 
Coetus,  then  we  remain  the  same  as  we  have  been.  Now,  brethren,  let  us  In  the 
neantime  dwell  together  In  kindness  and  peace."  In  regard  to  the  charge  that  It 
I  our  purpose  to  make  ourselves  Independent  of  the  Synod  and  Classis,  this  speaks 
ts  own  shame,  and  contradicts  itself,  as  it  is  the  very  basis  on  which  we  rest  — 
vbordlnAtion  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  It  has  never  been  in  my  heart,  nor 
a  that  of  any  of  my  brethren,  as  we  are  all  opposed  to  It.  As  there  is  now  ai 
'essel  ready  to  proceed  to  Holland,  as  we  cannot  soon  come  together,  I  have 
ordlally  undertaken  to  address  you  the  above,  with  the  hope  that  you  will  take 
nto  consideration  what  decision  you  should  make  in  this  matter. 

The   Almighty   bless   yourselves,    your    families,    and    your   ministers   with   all 

emporal  and  spiritual  blessings  forever,  Reverend  and  beloved  brethren  in  Christ. 

Yours  in  entire  obedience, 

Bemardus  Freeman. 
V^ritten  In  Midwout. 

23rd  of  April,  174L 

Church  of  New  York. 
Church  on  the  Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  April  28,  1741. 

Conflistory  held,  after  calling  on  God^s  name.  Elders  and  min- 
sters present.  Resolved,  That  henceforth,  the  ministers  and 
Iders  shall  hold  a  Consistorjr  meeting  once  a  month,  on  some 
itemoon,  in  the  first  or  second  week  of  the  month  as  shall  bo 
lost  convenient  to  the  President 

On  Monday  afternoon,  May  4, 1741,  for  the  first  time,  the  Con- 
iBtory  of  ministers  and  elders  was  held. 

1.  Domine  Du  Bois  reported  that  for  the  eiiC0UT2L^<^TCk!^Ti\.  cA 
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tbe  OPBgregttion  on  the  !M!anor  (of  Fordham),  he  h&d  promise^' 
ia  tiie  nuBe  of  the  Consistory,  to  pay  ten  pounds,  if  they  wodU 
repair  tlie  dnuoh  on  the  Manor.  Also  Mr,  Philip  Van  CortUnA 
■h»ii  promised  five  pounds.  They  bad  accepted  the  offers,  ud 
Wonld  at  thfi  firrt  opportunity,  hegin  to  repair  the  church. 

S.  Beeolved,  That  the  eon  of  de  Gree  should  not  have  the  plsM 
of  hlB  father,  llr.  John  Rooeevelt  undertook  to  apprise  Mr.  Q., 
Tlmlliwii  that  he  may  give  notice  of  this  to  the  son  of  de  Gne. 

—  lib.  B.  U9. 

,  Bar.  P.  H.  Do&stus  Sends  Testimonials  to  thb  Olabsis  of 

AUBTERDAM. 

portfolio  "  Pennsylvania  ".* 

B«T.  tmS  FlMU  Oeotlempn :—  Ajtrevable  to  tbe  promlw  made  by  i 
to  tt«  B«V.  DvsUm  on  Forelga  ASaht.  datpd  Uircb  3.  1TS9/40.  I  aaa  mnsiB 
<B^  IMBd  to  tBimi  BSld  promlae,  nod  la  rorwBrd  to  jaat  Bev^reiices  ctsM  rf* 
ttWM  tWtlBMalBl*  rigDtd  b;  TQur  Rev.  Cal]far)?«.  B;  Ibeap  I  troM  thit  rW 
E*TMMMW  win  IM  (Ullr  asBUred  nf  tbe  lalaJtj  as  vel!  as  the  nnmmiaWnia ' 
'  O*  WNuatloM  bMOKbt  nsalau  me. 

Mar  tt*  LMd,  tka  All-siiffloleiit  Jehorib,  ebleld  aod  rlcbtr  reward  u,  ud  (t< 
Oa  dl  nMCHarr  gnce  for  tbe  pprrormani^p  of  our  Impartaat  dnile*.  OnM 
boplnf  for  tbls,  and  nlth  prajfcs  fur  yuur  Bctetcnco!  as  well  ai  foE  mttiO.  I 
renala  with  dne  reaptct,  ai  I  alio  wIIHdkIt  alga  mjtelt, 

BcT.  QeDtlemen,  Tanr  obedient  brotbei  and  fellow- laborer, 

P.  H.  D«Hta 
Backs  Coontr,   (Fa.)  Ha;  1.  114L 

CiTT  OF  Albamt  !M!aees  a  Donation  to  I>utch  Chdbch  ot 

SOBAGHTIOOKZ. 

IT4I,  Hay  &  RtaolTed  tbat  thli  corporation  make  •  preaent  of  elskt  poMd  (■ 
tb«  chBTCb  at  Scbaabkook.  and  tbat  tbe  clerk  draw  an  order  on  the  t^iatut* 
to  pay  the  aame  to  llr.  Lewi*  Vlele—  If  oDiell'a  Annali  of  Albany,  TaL  i.  v.  H 

COBBBSPONDBNOB  PBOM  AlCBBIOA. 

Ber.  Gualterus  Du  Bois  to  the  Rev.  Clasds  of  AmHterdim, 
May  14,  1741. 

Portfolio  "  New  York,"  Vol  I 

Very  Ber.  Autinbly,  Beapected  Qentlemen  and  BrctliraD  In  Oulat:—  I  M<  th 
pleaaore  at  tbe  cloae  ef  lait  Nov.  (S«pt.T)  to  recelre  from  yonr  B«v.  imwlll 
yonr  favor  ot  Ang.  20.  1TS9.     From  this  t  learned  tbat  DO  objactlaaa  atltM  k 

1*  See  tbCM  teatlmonlala  nn&n  &aXca  at  Uaicb  81,  ITM  and  Afd  U^  mal 
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■eh  a  Oottu  Bi  th«  papcn,  forwarded  to  yon,  propoae,  except  that  ao  dedaion 
BQit  be  nude  eoncemlnc  any  doctrine.  That  Is,  aa  I  understand  It,  nothlnr  la  to 
m  done  to  the  dlaparagemeat  of  any  of  oar  doctrines;  and,  really  no  one  deairea 
m  do  snch  a  thinf .  Also,  that  no  examinations,  preparatory  or  final,  for  Ucenanre 
w  ordination,  ahall  be  had. 

I  recelred  at  the  same  tlnae  the  Poatcrlpt  to  jronr  letter,  dated  Oct.  8,  1739, 
mrnlnff  oa  to  be  on  onr  guard  against  the  Herrenhnttera,  together  with  a  Pastoral 
Letter,  caotlonlng  na  against  that  pemldona  sect.  A  book  waa  also  received  of 
Mr.  Kalenkamp,  for  onr  general  nse,  with  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North 
BoUtnd  for  1738.  Further  on  this  Postcrlpt  were  the  replies  of  those  who  dls- 
■pprore  of  a  Coetus  In  America,  with  their  complainta  that  proper  notice  was  not 
StTea  them  aa  to  the  footing  upon  which  aald  Coetus  was  requested;  also  their 
troabled  deductlona  therefrom,  that  It  was  our  Intention  oyer  here  to  make  our- 
aelres  Independent  of  (the  European)  Claasea  and  Synoda. 

I  then  took  the  trouble  to  aend  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  every  one  whom  it 

eoacemed;  alao  to  Domine  Santvoort,  now  minister  at  Schonechtade  (Schenectady), 

•Ithoogh  hia  name  waa  not  mentioned.    He,  beyond  all  othera,  la  an  advocate  for 

I  Coetus,  but  was  not  present  when  our  letter  was  despatched  to  the  Rev.  Classls. 

ill  were  requested.  If  It  waa  pleasing  to  them,  to  be  in  New  York  on  the  laat 

HoBday  In  April,  1741,  and  consider  this  matter,  etc.    But  no  one  appeared  except 

Dominea  Freeman  and  Frelinghuysen.     Domine  Santvoort  haa  loat  his  dear  wife, 

•ad  waa  alao  not  well  himaelf.     I  have  heard  nothing  from  Domine   Schuler, 

(Schuyler),  who  Uvea  almoat  60  Dutch  miles  from  here.     Domine  Haeghoort  Is,  I 

tai  sorry  to  aay,  very  111.    Domlnes  Brigson  (Brlcksen)  and  (}urtenius  intended  to 

be  present,  and  I  do  not  know  what  cauaea  have  prevented  —  probably  contrary 

irinds.     As  we  could  not,  therefore,  do  anything  to  promote  the  matter,  Domine 

Preeman  aald  —  I  shall  myself  write  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Classls,  and  you  do  tha 

lame. 

Now  I  feel  obliged  to  Inform  the  Rev.  Aasembly  about  this  matter,  and  send  the 
Following  aa  a  further  answer — an  answer,  chiefly,  to  your  esteemed  letter.    All 
who  favor  the  Coetus,  declare,  that  they  have  nothing  further  In  view  than  the 
best  welfare  of  the  Church  of  Qod  in  this  land;  that  they  detest  any  hidden 
motlres.    They  were  all  filled  with  joy  over  the  letter  sent  us.     They  believed 
they  could  justly  infer  therefrom  that  the  Classls  clearly  perceived  the  necessity 
of  t  Coetus  here,  one  to  be  organised  on  a  proper  basis,  and  to  be  subordinate  to 
the  Rev.  Claaaia  of  Amsterdam;  that  there  waa  a  demand  from  all  the  congrega- 
tion! in  theae  distant  parts,  as  It  was  a  matter  of  common  concern  to  them  all. 
Although  the  Classls  was  only  pleased  to  say,  that  they  had  no  objections,   we 
coQid  have  wished  that  they  had  said  something  more  in  order  to  encourage  ao 
Important  a  matter,  and  that  the  disinclined  might  have  become,  thereby,  more 
iBcIlned.     For  Is  it  possible  to  conceive  of  anything  more   necessary  here  than 
Bvch  a  Coetua? 

Domine  Dorslus,  a  minister  In  Pennsylvania,  (which  Is  distant  about  a  day  and 

•  hilf s  Journey  from  here,)  Is  said  to  have  been  authorised  by  the  Classls  of 

Rotterdam  to  examine  any  qualified  persons,  both  preparatorily  and  finally,  when 
ke  meeta  with  such,  but  I  have  not  seen  his  commission  for  doing  so.  I  have  been 
tlio  Informed,  however,  that  this  Is  done  by  his  Reverence,  because  he  was  in- 
formed by  a  minister  In  Holland,  that  he,  Dorslus,  had  this  authority,  having  been 
Qoallfled  thereto  by  the  University  of  Oroenlngen.  Domine  Freeman  told  me,  that 
he  exercised  such  rights  In  behalf  of  one  Ooetseus,  (Ooetschius,  John  Henry),  a 
German,  and  tliat,  therefore,  he,  Domine  Freemen,  had  Installed  this  Ooetseus,  as 
Binlster  of  the  Dutch  church  of  Jamaica  on  Long  Island.  This  place  Is  three 
Dutch  miles  eaat  of  Vlakbosch  (Flatbush).  This  waa  done  on  the  19th  (29th  7)  of 
April  last.  Also  this  Domine  has  now  four  others  under  his  Instruction,  whom  he 
Intends  to  qualify  (ordain)  in  due  time. 

Now  if  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Rotterdam  did  not  experience  any  difficulty  In  giving 
to  one  man,  over  all  other  ministers  In  this  land,  such  a  commission  as  Is  pre- 
tended, and  aa  hia  Rev.  executes;  then,  I  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  Rev.  Classls 
of  Amsterdam,  considering  the  consequences  of  such  a  commission,  will  readily 
Dndervtmnd  how  necessary  it  Is,  that  all  who  profess  to  be  subordinate  to  that 
Bev.  Claaaia,  ahonld  unite  in  one  Body  and  become  a  Coetus  here.  This  Domine 
E>or8lna,  the  Snperiateiident  ot  tbe  German  churchet  in  PennaylvaiAa,  a^^VnX.^ 
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racb  by  the  Rer.  Sjuod  of  Sonth  HoIImid,  mlfht  accordlnc  to  etftalft 
Indoced  to  join  luch  a  Coetos.     But  unleM  Bomething  of  tkla  Baton  li 
nothing  else  cmi  be  expected  bnt  the  greatest  dlrlsloni. 

Indeed,  what  can  be  considered  more  necessary  than  that  eaic  ahonld  bt  tAS 
that  all  the  churches  here  should  remain  subordinate  to  the  Rer.  flawli,  aaAttil 
none  should  be  qualified  here  except  with  the  approral  of  tho  B«r.  Clasris.  I 
able  men  should  here  be  found,  the  whole  Ooetus  could  notify  tho  Clanli.  tM 
the  Classls  might  be  assured  of  their  fitness;  and  then  the  OocCna  eoaU  l» 
authorised  to  examine  and  ordain  them.  Would  not  such  a  plan  bo  bcCttt  tka 
that  which  they  are  beginning  to  adopt?  And  especially  oo.  since  the  ^ucbii  M 
present  can  obtain  no  ministers  from  Holland,  although  they  seek  for  then,  ttH 
they  may  enjoy  the  Word  and  the  Seals  of  the  Holy  Oorenant.  If  they  can  snm 
no  Dutchman  to  preach  to  them,  some  will  assuredly  go  orer  to  tho  Indepcndaifc 
and  others  to  the  Episcopalians.  This  some  hare  already  done,  either  indneid  If 
worldly  alms,  or  by  hypocritical  reasons,  or  by  artful  misieadlngs. 

With  due  respect  our  former  communications  exhibited  the  reaaons  to  the  Be^ 
Classls,  for  a  properly  constituted  Coetus  —  its  usefulness  and  necessity.  I  si^ 
refer  to  these  reasons;  I  need  not  repeat  them.  Yet  I  most  repeat  one:  BecasM 
there  is  here  perfect  freedom  of  conscience  for  all,  except  Papists,  a  spirit  tf 
confusion  Is  ever  biasing  up  more  and  more.  Eyerybody  may  do  what  tceaa  riftt 
in  his  own  eyes,  so  long  as  he  does  not  disturb  the  public  peace.  Hence 
conventicles  exist.  Hence  so  many  are  perplexed  and  misled;  while  othen 
lect  or  scoff  at  the  divine  service  not  to  speak  of  those  who,  on  Tarloea 
pretexts,  entirely  abstain  from  the  Lord's  Supper.  Therefore  well-meanlag 
earnestly  desire  a  common  Coetus,  which  would  at  least  tend  to  prodnce 
among  all  the  Consistories  and  Ministers.  For  at  present,  allenatloBB 
do  not  decrease.  On  account  of  the  sickness  of  Domine  Antonidea  and  the  al 
of  Domine  Freeman,  who  was  officiating  elsewhere,  the  Conalatory  of  VlakbMl 
(Fiatbush),  In  their  curiosity,  would  have  allowed  that  John  Van  DrIcHM  to 
preach.  But  because  we  refused  to  allow  it,  this  created  in  aome  aealoCs,  wfct 
praise  his  gifts,  dissatisfaction  against  us.  Bnt  I  must  hasten  briefly  to  aaprar 
the  Postscript  of  your  Rev.  Assembly,  dated  Oct.  5,  1730. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  New  York  several  years  ago  exhorttd  tMr 
ministers  to  be  on  their  guard,  and  oppose  the  artful  misieadlngs  of  one  Frttr 
Yenema,  a  crafty  free-thinker  of  Orocnlngen,  who  had  prevlonsly  been  a  Bctdcr 
and  Schoolmaster  just  outside  that  city;  I,  therefore,  determinedly  set  wifwitl 
against  him.  Under  God's  blessing  my  efforts  accomplished  much  good,  altkoagk 
some  still  adhere  to  him.  Among  these  is  one  Jacob  Ooelet,  who,  with  bis  tn- 
ventlcles,  endeavors  to  do  all  possible  harm  to  our  Church. 

I  have  also  taken  a  stand  against  the  Herren butters.  Some  of  these,  fran 
Philadelphia,  have  put  In  an  appearance  here,  but  they  have  as  yet  but  little  Is- 
fluence,  except  among  the  followers  of  Venema,  and  some  Independenta  I  bad 
received  a  copy  of  the  Pastoral  Letter  from  Holland  about  them,  before  I  recelT«l 
the  one  sent  by  the  Rev.  Classls.  and  it  had  been  published  everywhere  Is  B17 
congregation.  I  therefore  sent  the  letter  of  the  Classls,  with  Mr.  KnlenksBp'i 
little  book  on  the  subject  after  first  reading  it  myself,  as  well  as  the  Mlaotet  of 
the  Synod  (of  North  Holland),  around  among  the  ministers.  For  all  these  thlnfi 
they  with  myself,  cordially  thank  your  Rev.  Assembly. 

Now  as  to  the  counter  arguments  of  those  who  disapprove  of  the  Coetus:  At  I 
perceive,  and  had  supposed,  they  do  not  seem  to  have  had  much  weight  with  the 
Rev.  Classls.  As  to  the  Complaint  of  these  opponents,  that  **  no  proper  lafoniu- 
tion  had  been  given  them  about  the  Coetus  *',  I  only  aay;  I  am  sorry  00  their 
behalf,  that  they  ventured  to  write  such  a  thing.  I  do  not  Intend  to  repir  la 
detail  and  thus  be  obliged  to  refer  not  only  to  those  ministers  who  were  in  teror 
of  a  Coetus,  but  also  to  the  members  of  our  own  Consistory  here  in  New  York  who 
were  then  In  office,  and  to  the  Minutes  of  the  meeting  then  held,  namely,  that  oar 
aim  was  to  make  ourselves  independent  of  the  Classls  and  Synod.  But  la  order 
kindly  to  pass  over  all  remarks  which  wonld  naturally  have  to  be  made  bJ 
referring  to  such  details,  I  only  wish  to  say  that  It  would  have  beea  a  better 
plan  for  them,  in  order  to  save  themselves  from  such  a  anaplcion.  If,  la  aaswer  to 
our  invitation  and  that  of  our  whole  Consistory,  they  had  nnlted  with  ns,  sad,  u 
members  of  that  Convention,  had  deliberated  with  na  and  earefally  adopted  rack 


OF  THE  State  of  New  Yoek.  275 


H 


1741 


«•  for  the  MUbUBhment  of  a  properly  enbordinate  Coetut,  that  all  guspiclon 
Bjforts  for  independence  had  been  entirely  prerented.  But  now,  most  people 
I  not  hear  anything  about  the  proposed  Coetns,  whateTer  character  It  might 
'«  bad;  yet  the  whole  scheme,  as  sent  over  to  the  Bey.  Classls,  was  openly 
■  In  onr  Gonsistorial  meeting. 

&vt  not  to  tOQCh  upon  anything  else,  which  might  appear  only  to  emphasise  onr 
Sciences  of  opinion,  although  It  is  only  onr  intention  to  consider  one  another  In 
l«r  to  proToke  nnto  lore  and  good  works:— I  must  refer  to  one  other  thing  in 
^  general  condition  of  the  Church  in  this  land.  Certain  ones,  apparently  only 
^  worldly  reasons,  haye  united  with  the  Episcopalians.     Among  them  there  is 

confession  demanded  of  one's  faith,  nor  Is  there  any  discipline  among  them,  as 
MBS  vs.  Certain  others  hare  gone  oyer  to  'the  Independents.  Their  ministers 
»  ninning  all  oyer  the  country,  and  preaching,  after  their  fashion,  two  or  three 
mtm  a  day.  They  preach  anywhere,  in  houses  or  In  open  fields.  They  also 
eetre  great  credit  on  account  of  the  peculiar  conyerslons  which  they  make,  and 
r  their  own  Imagined  holiness.  Their  success  encourages  them  to  preach  any- 
tare  and  eyerywhere,  out  of  mere  loye,  and  in  order  to  conyert  people.  It  Is 
m  their  practice  to  send  people,  who  are  naturally  Inclined  to  piety;  but  also  to 
dte  the  curiosity  of  eyerybody,  to  hear,  now,  this  distinguished  preacher,  and 
m  that  eminent  man,  whose  praises  are  sounded  eyerywhere.  And  although 
t  onr  sorrow  we  lose  one  another  from  time  to  time,  neyertheless  our  Church 
sains  In  a  fairly  good  condition,  and  thus  far  we  haye  lost  none  who  haye 
:  bcart  the  real  welfare  of  Qod's  Zlon. 

Domlne  Freeman  has  requested  me  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his  people,  to 
iiimhfr  them  in  my  letter  to  the  Bey.  Assembly.  He  also  wishes  me  earnestly 
I  ptcsB  on  yoar  attention  the  necessities  of  their  congregation;  and  to  beseech 
ta*  as  I  hereby  do,  that  you  would  take  to  heart  their  case,  and  agreeably  to 
Mr  Instmment  of  call  sent  to  you,  that  you  would  proylde  them  as  soon  as 
asslMe  with  an  able  pastor  and  teacher.  This  should  be  done  especially  because 
ff  Freeman's  adyanced  age  and  the  great  infirmities  of  Antonldes.  1  haye  no 
Isoht  that  his  Beyerence,  whosoeyer  may  come,  will  meet,  on  that  field,  people 
■ko  truly  loye  God  and  his  Word,  and  who  will  not  fail,  on  their  part,  to  show 
111  doe  affection  to  their  teacher. 

And  now  in  conclusion:  Hay  Jehoyah  our  Ood,  whose  just  Judgements  are  now 
Mog  experienced  eyerywhere  on  earth  for  the  punishment  of  the  godless  and  the 
^erly  discipline  of  his  children;  and  who  has  giyen  me  strength  until  this 
hf  for  all  my  duties:  May  He  bless  your  Bey.  Assembly  In  all  your  godly 
ieliberations,  and  spread  oyer  your  persons,  your  yaluable  serylces  and  your 
•teemed  families,  eyery  bodily  and  spiritual  blessing. 

Very  Rey.  Assembly,  Bey.  Gentlemen  and  Brethren  in  Christ, 

Your  humble  seryant, 

O.  Du  Bolt. 
ew  York.  May  14,  1741. 

Postscript  by  Bey.  Belnhart  Brlckson: 
Prerented  by  headwinds,  I  did  not  arriye  at  New  York  until  Wednesday.    (He 
ras  sailing  from   Monmouth  Co.,   N.   J.)    Upon  reading  oyer  Domlne   Du   Bols's 
rtter,  1  was  pleased  with  It,  and  in  proof  of  my  assent  to  all  It  conUlns,  I  also 
<n  It. 

Belnhart   Erlckson. 


LmTTXKAiTT-QoyxBNOB  Clabxe  to  the  Duke  of  Nbwcastul 
Bnmiiig  of  the  Fort  and  Chapel.    The  Negro  Conspiracy. 


New  York,  June  the  20th  1741. 


Tba  fatal  art  that  consumed  all  the  buildings  In  the  Fort,  which  from  tho 
IrennMtances  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  plumbers    working  I  thought  was 
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Bceld«Btal,  MW  appMTs  mUmDOj  to  b*  Aom  br  AmI^  In  eonMqmon 

hanld  etUMpltacj  to  ton  It  and  tk«  wbol*  tows.  ■■  ja«r  gnce  out  be  i 
to  (M  In  tkt  l&cIoMd  pKper,  whanltt  tk*  eonfearioas  «Bd  dtKOTeriei  ut  vittti 
down  In  tbelz  own  worda  Jnat  u  Umt  wai*  ^ffciMir- 

Ttao  Flott  wu  MntflT*d  br  on«  Hnwn.  •  wbltt  ■■■.  to  enrich  hloiKtt  I 
ptimdM;  the  NtfioM  were  tj  htm  brantfrt  lain  It,  !■  hagtt  of  aharelBi  wltb  U 
and  ot  lalBlag  thair  nbectr;  thtj  were  dmUt  •worn  bf  bfan  to  tettetj  ud  oil 
of  them  died  wlth«nt  dlaeloelnc  it,  ud  er^  AeBrlat  It,  tor  eome  time  ttia  t 
tort  wo*  bntned  I  bad  no  othai  thootfita  of  tt,  than  Oat  It  wee  ecciileDl.  but  ■> 
thraa  or  toor  and  once  I  tUok  flra  hooaaa  wen  aet  en  Are  in  ■  Omx  ana  t«m 
«f  tbam  apparentlr  b^  deetgn,  I  aooa  Chaacat  bt  Hiiimlila  and  set  mjeelt  bwiV 
to  work  to  find  oat  the  TUlaur;  theaa  traqneBt  tiaa  tk»w  the  p*o^  Isto  Dt 
atmoat  eonatamatlDa  aad  eonlaaloni  ta  appeaaa  tbdr  faara  and  lo  etoirr  ib 
tnm  dancer,  t  caoaed  a  fBard  of  mlUtla  to  nw^t  at  tfee  Town  hall  vtaj  tit 
aad  to  fo  Uie  round*  dnelr;  the  Xlns*  noopa  dolas  dati  aa  unul:  tbia  hit 
good  aSaet  hr  bringing  the  paopla  agalB  to  OUnk  of  thric  prlTiie  boabtni  *i 
tor  eometliDe  waa  Intarmltted.  I  w«it  conatantlj  to  «*«(r  fire  to  slie  dtmil 
aad  to  animate  the  poopto,  and  bj  tay  ear*  aad  thaIr  actitltr.  oolT  oat  bn 
and  that  a  warebooao  of  tlttla  Talne,  waa  burnt.  Had  eke  nupicioo  abuiH^ 
when  tkoao  Htm  began  that  tha  Negroaa  war*  at  tfea  bottetn  ol  It,  the  wkal*  (na 
might  have  been  laid  1b  aahae^  fVr  men  In  that  caaa  woold  hare  beni 

h  thaaapoB  oxtiiistiUiiiDs  tk«  flmilte 


adjacent  hoaaaa,  and  br  that  meana  endanger  tha  wfeoie  Town;  wbMcton  t!' 
thooght  It  BiCieaaTT  to  alarm  tha  people  who  eoi^Ag  ta  the  mine  ot  tb«  Ml 
again  and  aeelng  the  danger,  tboo^t  It  the  attaet  war  to  watch  that  olgU  m| 
a  eompBBj  ot  the  mllltla  being  hj  mj  ordaca  la  aiva  and  gains  tte  meidl 
prarented  the  mlaehiet  aeilEned. 

The  loaa  I  hare  laatalned  br  tbe  nre  la  gnater  than  at  dnt  It  appeared  Ig 
and  too  kCBTr  for  me  to  bear  without  belnc  iupporte<l  bj  roar  Once'l 
tectlon,  which  I  moit  hambl;  beg  leave  to  aek.  and  to  anbacrlbe  myaelC  «lck  He 
moat  profound  anbmlulou  Mj  Liord  —  Yoar  Qracea — moat  hnmble.  moat  oteJtaM 
and  moat  dotlfol  eerrant  —  (algned).    Q.  Clarke.* 

HU  Grace  the  Doke  of  Newcaitle  — 

-OoL  HIet  S.  T.  Tt.  pp.  IM  IH 

LtEnrBWAHT-GovKRWOB  Claekb  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

New   Tork,  JQDC  the  SOth,  ITO. 
Hr  Lordi: 


Tbc  fatal  Arc  that  coniumed  the  building*  tn  the  fort  and  great  put  cf  nj 
anbitance,  (tor  mj  loai  Is  not  leaa  than  two  thonaand  poonda,)  did  not  baw<* 
br  accident  ai  I  at  drat  apprehended,  but  waa  kindled  bj  deatgn.  In  the  cita- 
tion o(  •  horrtd  Conaplracr  to  bnrn  It  and  the  whole  town,  and  to  Hawcn  tkt 
people:  aa  appeari  eTldentlr  not  onl;  br  the  Confeaalon  of  the  Negro  who  Nt 
Are  to  It,  In  some  part  of  the  aame  gatler  where  the  Plambcr  waa  to  work,  bet 
alao  br  the  (eatlmonr  of  aeTeral  wilneeaes.  Bow  manr  Conapttaton  there  were  wt 
do  not  ret  know;  ererr  dar  produce!  new  dlicoTerlee.  and  I  apprehend  that  ta  Ike 
town.  It  the  truth  were  known,  there  are  not  manr  Innocent  Negro  men;  aal  t 
ll  thought  that  aome  Negroes  of  the  Caantry  are  accomplleea  and  were  te  aM 
their  part  there:  and  to  thla  belief  I  am  led  br  the  Ttllasr  committed  la  Re* 

•  Clarke  waa  one  ol  the  abrewdeNt  of  the  Colonial  Oovenora.  Be  flnt  appeal* 
ae  lecrelarr  ot  the  proTlnce  andcr  Cosbr-  Clurke  filled  the  office  ot  aareiasr  tw 
BCTon  reare  and  within  two  rears  and  a  half  from  the  time  of  wrltlnx  the  abeil 
dolefal  letter  to  the  Dake  ol  TlcwfAatl*.  Ktnrned  to  Btngland  with  one  handitl 
fbonsand  ponndi  ateDlBg. —  fitita  Q\UiiAva. 
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Jenej  sometime  after  the  fort  was  burnt;  for, at  a  Tillage  called  New  wark, 
leren  Barnei  were  burnt  in  one  night,  for  which  two  Negroes  were  tried  and 
executed;  In  this  Town  there  haye  been  already  executed  for  this  Conspiracy 
serenteen,  yis.,  Three  Whites  (Huson  the  contriyer  and  main  spring  of  the  whole 
design,  his  wife  and  another  white  woman  who  liyed  in  Huson* s  house,  and  had 
a  bastard  by  one  of  the  Negro  Cktnspirators),  and  fourteen  Negroes.  Huson  is 
hung  in  chains,  for  the  rest  that  or  may  be  executed,  I  desire  the  Judges  to  single 
out  only  a  few  of  the  most  notorious  for  execution,  and  that  I  would  pardon  the 
rest,  on  condition  that  the  pardon  be  yoid  if  they  be  found  in  the  Proyince  after 
a  certain  day,  whereby  their  masters  will  transport  them  out  of  hand.  I  do 
myself  the  honor  to  send  your  Lordships  the  minutes  taken  at  the  tryal  of  Quack, 
who  burned  the  fort,  and  of  another  Negro,  who  was  tryed  with  him,  and  their 
confession  at  the  stake;  with  some  examinations,  whereby  your  Lordships  will 
see  their  designs;  it  was  ridiculous  to  suppose  that  they  could  keep  possession 
of  the  town,  if  they  had  destroyed  the  white  people;  yet  the  mischief  they  would 
hare  done  in  pursuit  of  their  intention  would  neyertheless  haye  been  great. 

My  loss  sits  yery  heayy  upon  me.  His  majesties  bounty  and  goodness,  I  am 
sensible  are  yastly  great,  but  yet  I  know  not  how  to  hope  for  relief,  unless  thro 
the  protection  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  upon  your  Lordships  fayour- 
able  recommendation  which  I  beg  leaye  to  ask. 

Whether,  or  how  far,  the  hand  of  popery  has  been  in  this  hellish  conspiracy,  I 
cannot  yet  discoyer;  but  there  is  room  to  suspect  It.  by  what  two  of  the  Negroes 
haye  confessed,  yis:  that  soon  after  they  were  spoken  to,  and  had  consented  to  be 
parties  to  it,  they  had  some  checks  of  conscience,  which  they  said,  would  not 
suffer  them  to  bum  houses  and  kill  the  White  people;  whereupon  those  who» 
drew  them  into  the  conspiracy  told  them,  there  was  no  sin  or  wickedaess  In  it» 
snd  that  If  they  would  go  to  Huson's  house,  they  should  find  a  man  who  would 
satisfy  them;  but  they  say  they  would  not,  nor  did  go.  Margaret  Keny  was 
supposed  to  be  a  papist,  and  it  is  suspected  that  Huson  and  his  wife  were  brought 
oyer  to  it  There  was  in  town  some  time  ago  a  man  who  Is  said  to  be  a  Romish 
Priest,  who  used  to  be  at  Huson's,  but  has  disappeared  eyer  since  the  discorerj 
of  the  conspiracy  and  is  not  now  to  be  found;  upon  this  occasion  I  do  myself 
the  honor  to  send  your  Lordships  a  paragraph  of  General  Oglethrops  letter  to  me. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  your  Lordships  the  nayal  oflScers  accounts  for 
the  last  year,  and  I  haye  the  pleasure  to  say  that  If  your  Lordships  will  b0 
pleased  to  compare  those  of  the  last  three  years  with  those  of  three  years  before 
I  had  the  Goyernment,  you  will  see  that  the  trade  and  nayigation  of  the  Province 
is  greatly  increased.    I  am  with  the  highest  respect  and  honor 

My  Lords, 

Your  Lordships  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Seryant, 

George  Clnrke. 
Right  Honorable  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

—  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Tl.  pp.  197,  108. 


A  CHANGE  IN  GOVERNOES. 

Ecclesiastical  item. 

George  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland 
King  Defender  of  the  Faith  etc.  To  our  Trusty  and  Welbeloyed  the  Honourable 
George  Clinton,  Esq.,  Greeting. 

Whereas  we  did  by  our  Letters  Patents  under  our  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain 
bearing  date  at  Westminster  the  (fifteenth)  day  of  (August)  in  the  (Eleyenth) 
year  of  Our  Reign  constitute  and  appoint  John  I^ord  Delaware  Captain  General  and 
Gk>yernor  in  Chief  in  and  oyer  our  Proyince  of  New  York,  and  the  Territories 
depending  thereon  in  America  for  and  during  our  will  and  pleasure  as  by  the 
said  recited  letters  patents,  relation  being  thereunto  had  may  more  fully  and  att 
large   appear 

And  we  do  by  these  presents  Authorise  and  Impower  you  to  collate  any  person 
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or  penoMi  to  tmj  dbnrcfaei,  diappelt,  or  otlMr  Bccfariiittnl 
Mid  Prorlnco  and  Ttrritorteo  aforofiild  u  ofUn  as  any  of 

bt  TOli.*     •«••• •••• ••••••••••• 

^CoL  Hlat.  K.  Z.  vL  Ifk.  Iflk 

ClaSSIS  of  AlCSTXBSiAlC 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

1741,  July  11.    At  the  regular  meetiug  of  the  ClaMU  held  oil 
July  11;  there  was   called  by  the   Ber.  Oommittee  i^pokMll 
thereto,  as  Minister  of  the  Churches  of  Midwont^  Nenr 
foort,  in  the  County  (Provinoet)  of  New  York,  Amezici,  Bsr. 

John  Arondeus,  Proponent,  etc Botterdam.   Then- 

upon  he  was  subjected  to  the  final  examination,  and  ordainBd  t» 
the  service  of  these  churches  on  September  «4th  1741.  Abo  it 
iihe  same  time,  there  was  called  and  ordained  for  the  East  ladiB^ 
JRey.  Henry  Bunsch,  Ministerii  Candidatus.    zziL  628. 

OlABSIS  of  AlCSTBKDAlC 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

XxtTSct  from  a  letter  of  George  Michael  Weiss,  Minister  at  Biff- 

netsfield,    (German   Flatts)   in   New  Netherland    (Herkima 
County,  New  York),  July  14,  1741. 

1.  He  informs  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  that  inasmuch  as  be 
has  had  excellent  opportunities  to  observe  the  ways  of  the  ^d 
man,  (Indians);  and  inasmuch  as  these  people  are  very  interestiiig, 
he  haying  on  several  occasions  spoken  to  them  by  means  of  an 
interpreter,  about  Christian  doctrines,  and  had  baptised  many  of 
them;  at  their  request: 

2.  He  expresses  his  surprise  that  no  sufficient  urgency  is  there 
felt  for  the  conversion  of  these  savages;  that  he  is  aware  of  only 
one  English  minister  who  has  devoted  his  labors  to  this  end;  that 
most  of  them  were  left  to  run  about  without  instruction,  like  the 
beasts. 

3.  He  says  that  the  French  in  Canada  are  of  a  quite  different 

*  George  Clarke  was  commissioned  as  Llentenant  GoTemor  Jnlj  90^  1711^  til 

look  the  oath  of  office  October  30th,  1730.    Lord  de  la  Warr  was  «ppolBtfi  Ctor 

«raor  Jane,  1787,  bnt  tealsne^  t\i«X.  cnmrnViaXwDL  \^«  %«^\ftmber  tollowlas.    Atainl 

George  Clinton  took  Ue  oa«i  ol  omc«  «^t\«  ^>^*^I«^^V»^'^^  twKsiiasrtiii.  ta  tki 

Eaemben  of  the  Council,  BeptemXjw  ^a%  vi^a,— ^\»x%^aiftttn»». 
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that  thej  cause  schools  and   churches  to   be  established 
^Lmong  the  savages,  whereby  they  win  their  affections.     This  is 
^le  cause  of  great  injury  to  the  English  in  time  of  war,  as  the 
present  war  teaches. 

4.  And  in  view  of  the  fact  that  he  has  encountered  many  diffi- 

^cnltieS)  and  knows  not  what  more  may  be  expected  of  him;  never- 

^elesB  he  declares  that  he  will  not  cease  his  efforts^  until  every- 

'tiung  turns  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Bev.  Classis,  in  Pennsyl- 

irtnia.    Of  this,  there  is  hope;  and  to  this  end  the  counsel  of  the 

3ev.  Classis  has  been  made  known  at  Philadelphia,  and  elsewhere. 

5.  Finally  he  concludes  with  cordial  salutations,  xxii.  564,  565. 

Acts  of  the  Cijlssis  of  Amstebdam. 

Oall  of  Rev.  Arondeus  as  Minister,  to  Midwout,  etc. 

1741,  July  17th.  Art.  2.  The  entire  Classis  having  been  com- 
xniflsioned  to  call  a  minister  ior  Midwout,  New  Amersf oort,  etc., 
etc.,  on  Long  Island,  did  call  for  that  purpose^  in  the  fear  of  the 
I-ord,  Rev.  John  Arondeus,  minister  at  Overschie.  He  reported 
liimself  as  "  Commendatus  "  ad  res  Exteras.  After  preaching  a 
&ennon  on  1  Peter  2:9,"  That  ye  should  show  forth  the  praises 
etc.,''  the  final  examination  was  appointed  for  the  next  ensuing 
Regular  Classis.  The  call  was  accepted  by  Rev.  Arondeus  in  the 
presence  of  the  Classis.    xiL  4. 


Refobmed  Dutch  Church  of  New  Yoek. 
Final  Settlement  with  the  Estate  of  Mrs.  Selyns,  1741. 

New  York,  July  28,  1741. 


GoBslstoiT  held  —  Mr.  Hendrik  Coer- 
ten,  now  a  Rating  Elder  and  the  snr- 
liTlns  Executor  of  the  laat  will  and 
teitament  of  Jnffrrouw  Margareta  de 
Kiemer,  late  widow  of  Domlne  Henri- 
ens  Belyna,  gave  notice  in  the  meeting 
that  he  held  In  hand  now,  as  for  a  long 
time  twfore,  th«  papers  belonging  to  the 
estate,  and  that  he  had  found  among 
them  a  paper  signed  by  the  deceased 
Jsffrroaw  BelyBs,  respecting  a  large 
asm  ef  arrears  of  her  husband's  aalary, 
for  which  the  church  was  still  liable  to 
aald  estate,  and  Mr.  Coerten  requested 
the   Ber.   ConMlHoij  to  examine   tbiM 


Whereupon,  the  Rer.  Consistory  ap- 
pointed three  Ruling  Eiders,  Messrs. 
Paul  Richards,  John  Roosevelt  and 
Abraham  LefPerts.  and  three  Deacons, 
Messrs.  Isaak  de  Peyster,  Abel  Harden- 
broek  and  Cornelius  O.  Van  Home,  or 
at  least  four  of  them,  to  look  ever  the 
books  and  papers  of  the  Consistory  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  report  to  the  Con- 
sistory, how  they  found  the  matter  to 
stand. 

Whereupon  the  Consistory  again  being 
held,  July  28,  1741,  they  presented  to 
the  Meeting  a  paper  running  thus. 
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The  Bxecnton  of  Joffvrouw  Margareta  BelTmi 


Debit. 


1705,  Sept.  26. 

To  the  Manor  of  Fordham, 
according  to  a  Bond  deUvered 
March  8,  1703/4  —  being  New 

York  cnrrencj £04.  6.0 

To  cash  from  Elden 83.  0.0 

To  seven  years  rent  of  house 
from  Jan.  17,  1701/2  to  Jan. 
10,  170^/0,  at  twenty  pounds 
per  year 140.  0.0 

ToUl 237.15.0 

GuUden. 
Reduced  to  Holland  Guild- 
ers, as  appears  by  an  account 
signed  by  Juffvrouw  Selyns. .    1002.  6.0 

To  House  Rent  from  Jan. 
7,  1706/0  to  May  1,  1712,  be- 
ing 3  yrs.,  3  months,  amount- 
ing to  seventy  five  pounds. 
In  Hollandlsb 620.  0.0. 


2422.  6.0 


By    balance    due    estate    of 

Jaffvrouw    Selyns    837.12.7 


HollaBd 
GoUden. 

1702,  Aug.  15. 

By  balance  of  acceont  de- 
livered and  allowed  by  the 
Consistory,  as  appeaM  on  the 
Blders  Book,  page  108,  Anno 
1705 27B0.U.7 


2760.18.7 


New  York.  July  27.  1741. 

We,  the  undersigned,  deputed  by  the  Consistory,  have  examined  the  account  of 
the  estate  of  Juffvrouw  Margareta  Selyns,  and  find  that  the  same  was  allowed  bv 
the  Consistory  In  1708/0.  And  we  observe  from  the  account  deUvered  by  Juffvrouw 
Selyns  that  the  balance  due  her  was  857.12.7.  Against  this  must  be  charged  three 
and  one  fourth  years  house-rent  at  twenty  pounds  as  appears  above.  Therefore. 
we  find  the  church  still  owing  the  estate  of  Juffvrouw,  as  It  appears  to  as 
887.12.7.    This  we  submit  to  the  Consistory. 

Isaac  de  Peyster 
Abel  Hardenbroek 
Cornl.  v.  Home 


yPanl  Richard 
John  Roosevelt 
Abram.  Lefferts 


Thls*report  having  been  read  and  compared  with  the  Books  and  Papers  from 
which  It  was  drawn  up,  the  Consistory  being  present,  found  the  same  to  agree, 
and  we  unanimously  approved  the  statement,  as  did  also  Mr.  Coerten  hlmf>elf. 

Whereupon  It  was  ordered  that  the  account,  presented  by  the  Committee  of 
■Ix,  and  copied  above,  be  certified  by  the  President  In  the  words  followlug: 

This  account  was  examined  at  a  meeting  of  the  Rev.  Consistory  at  New  York 
July  28,  1741,  and  found  to  agree,  and  was  fully  approved.  This  was  also  done 
by  Mr.  Henry  Coerten,  now  Ruling  Elder,  and  only  surviving  Executor  of  Ute 
last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  Juffvrouw  Selyns;  and  was  again  approved  ii 
fall  Consistory,  Aug.  12,  1741,  and  recorded,  word  for  word  In  the  **Acte  Boek" 
of  the  Consistory?  pp.  05,  06. 

So  I  testify.  In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  all, 

Henrieos  Boel,   Pres.  p.  t 
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It  was  furthermore  Refolred,  That  the  aecoant,  with  the  other  papers  belong- 
tliereto,  ahonld  be  preserred  amonc  the  papers  of  the  Blders,  and  the  balanot 
adjusted  with  Mr.  Coerten,  as  Bxecutor,  and  so  the  matter  be  ended. 
Thvs  done  in  oor  Conslstorj  Meeting  in  New  York,  on  the  day  aforesaid:  and, 
many  of  the  members  were  then  absent,  stated  anew,  and  approved  in  foil 
<?4Diislstor7,  Ang.  12,  1741;  and  by  their  order,  recorded  in  the  **Acte  Boeic  **  of 
iif^a  Consistory;  and  the  original  certified  account  given  to  the  Blders  for  safe 
'BDseplBg,  by  me, 

Henricus  Boel,   Pres.  p.   t. 

This  Is  all  foond  rightly  copied  and  recorded,  and  the  original  certified  state^ 
VBCBt  has  been  received  for  safe  keeping,  by  as,  as  Blders. 

Panl  Blchard. 
Za  presence  of 

Isaac  de  Peyster 

Abel  Hardenbroek 

Oor.  O.  van  Home.  lib.  A.  806-SOOl 

IOBD3  OF  TbaDB  TO  LlEUTENANT-QoVEBNOB  ClABSB.      AuO.   20, 

1741. 

Burning  of  the  Fort  and  ChapeL 

Qeorge  Clarke,  Esq. 


1741 


IKTe  are  extremely  sorry  to  hear  of  the  Fire  that  you  sent  ns  an  Account  of  1b 
yours  of  the  22nd  of  April  but  are  pleased  to  find  by  the  same  that  the  Expense 
^*T  Repairs  tho'  very  considerable  will  not  be  a  load  too  great  for  the  Province 
"^o  bear. 

We  find  by  your  next  letter  of  the  20th  of  June  that  you  have  discovered  the 
Contrivers  and  Authors  of  the  Villainy  and  have  brought  some  of  them  to  pun- 
^^hment  and  are  in  pursuit  of  the  Best.  We  hope  that  an  effectual  stop  has 
^^«en  put  to  this  pernicious  conspiracy. 

As  for  your  own  particular  loss  we  are  very  much  concerned  for  it  and  have 
^  compliance  with  your  desire  recommended  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
part  of  Tour  letter  which  relates  to  it  to  be  laid  before  His  Majesty. 


—  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.  vi.  p.  190. 


LlEUTENANT-GoVEBNOB  Cl-ABKE  TO  THE  LoRDS  OF  TeADB. 

Burning  of  the  Fort  and  the  Old  Chapel. 

New  York.   August  the  24,   1741. 

Ify  Lords: 
A.  In  my  letter  of  the  20th  of  June  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  inform  your 

Lordships  of  the  Plot  to  destroy  this  Town  and  people,  but  whatever  I  then  said 
or  could  say,  falls  short  of  what  has  since  appeared;  We  then  thought  It  was 
projected  only  by  Huson  and  the  Negroes;  but  it  is  now  apparent  that  the  hand 
of  popery  is  in  it,  for  a  Bomlsh  Priest  having  been  tryed  was  upon  full  and  clear 
evidence  convicted  of  having  a  deep  share  in  it;  we  have  besides  several  other 
white  men  in  prison  and  most  of  them  (it  Is  thought)  I  wish  [Irish?]  Papists;  one  of 
whom  la  «  dancing  master,  some  of  them  Soldiers  in  the  two  companies  posted  in 
this  town,  and  the  father  and  three  brothers  of  that  Huson  who  was  hanged; 
Where,  by  whom  or  in  what  shape  this  plot  was  first  projected  is  yet  undis- 
covered; that  which  at  present  seems  most  probable  is  that  Huson,  an  indi- 
itst  fellow  of  a  vile  character,  casting  In  his  thoughta  how  to  m^Til  \^  ^t- 
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cnmBtancM,  Intlced  lome  Negroet  to  rob  their  Matten  and  to  brtnff  the  itoln 
[goods]  to  him  on  promise  of  reward  when  they  were  sold;  bnt  seeing  that  by  thii 
pilfering    trade    riches    did    not    flow    Into    him    fast    enough,    and    finding  tbt 
Megroea   fit   Instmments   for   any   Tillainy,    he   then    fell    upon    tha    schemes  of 
bnming  the  fort  and  town,  and  murdering  the  people,  as  the  speediest  way  to 
•nrich  himself  and  them,  and  to  gain  the  freedom,  for  that  was  the  NcgnMi 
main  inducement.    How  long  this  plot  had  been  on  foot  Is  uncertain;  one  of  the 
Megroes   who   laid   hold  on   my  proclamation,   »wned   he   was   awom   by   Hossi 
last  Christmas  was  three  years;  others  two  years  ago;  others  mora  lately;  M 
when  or  by  what  means  the  Priest  and  Huson  became  acquainted  Is  bat  ooo- 
jecture;  most  likely  it  was  by  the  means  of  Margaret  Kerry  who  lived  in  Hosoa'i 
house,  and  was  executed  with  him;  for  she  being  a  professed  Papist  might  A- 
close  it  to  the  Priest;  be  that  as  it  will,  after  he  was  acquainted  with  them  the 
design  seemed  to  proceed  with  more  vigour.     The  conspirators  had  hopes  flTfi 
them  that  the  Spaniards  would  come  hither  and  Join  with  them  early  la  tlie 
Spring;  but  if  they  failed  to  come  then  the  business  was  to  be  done  by  the  Oob* 
splrators  without  them;  many  of  them  were  chrlsten'd  by  the  Priest,  absolved 
from  ail   their  past   sins  and   whatever  they  should   do  in   the   Plott;  maay  of 
them  sworn  by  him  (others  by  Huson)  to  bam  and  deetroy,  and  to  be  secrtt; 
wherein  they  were  but  too  punctual;  how  weak  soever  the  scheme  may  appesr. 
it  was  plausible  and  strong  enough  to  engage  and  hold  the  Negroes,  and  tlut 
was  all  that  the  Priest  and  Huson  wanted;  for  had  the  fort  taken  fire  in  tlie 
night,   as  it   was  intended,   the  town  was  then  to  have  been   fired  In  serenl 
places  at  once;  in  which  confusion  much  rich  plunder  might  have  been  got  and 
concealed;  and  if  they  had  it  in  view  too,  to  serve  the  enemy,  they  eoold  aot 
have  done  it  more  effectually;  for  this  town  being  laid  In  ashes  his  Majcstiei 
forces  in  the  West   Indies  might   hare  suffered   much  for   want   of  provistoaa 
and  perhaps  been  unable  to  proceed  upon  any  expedition  or  pelce  of  service,  tnm 
whence  they  might  promise  themselves  great  rewards;  I  doubt  the  business  li 
pretty  nigh  at  an   end  for  since  the  Priest  has  been  apprehended,   and  ssae 
more  white   men   named,   great  industry   has  been   used   through   out   the  towa 
to  discredit  the  witnesses  and  prejudice  the  people  against  them;  and  I  am  told 
It  has  had  in  a  great  measure  its  Intended  effect;  I  am  sorry  for  It,  for  I  do 
not  think   we  are  yet  got  near   the  bottom  of  it,    where  I  doubt  the  prlndpsl 
conspirators  lie  concealed. 


D.  My  great  losses  in  the  flre  at  the  fort,  after  a  very  expenaive  year  in  pro- 
moting the  expedition  etc.  sit  very  heavy  upon  me;  and  I  again  beg  leave  to 
Intreat  your  Lordships  to  recommend  me  to  the  Protection  of  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  hoping  that  thereby  his  noble  and  generous  nature  may  he 
wrought  upon  to  keep  me  by  some  means  or  other  from  sinking  under  the  weight 
of  my  misfortunes;  I  am  infinitely  bound  to  his  Grace  for  his  protection  hitherto 
which  i  shall  acknowledge  as  long  as  I  Hve  with  the  highest  thankfnlness; 
and  to  your  Lordships,  I  beg  leave  to  return  my  most  humble  tlianks  for  all  your 
favours  and  goodness  to  me,  beseeching  you  to  assist  me  In  this  my  time  of  need. 
to  which  I  am  reduced  by  this  execrable  Plott 


G.  I  beg  leave  before  I  conclude  to  acquaint  your  Lordships  that  of  the  con- 
spirators   there    have    been    executed    Three    Whites    and    twenty-nine   Neir^^^^ 
pardoned  one  White  woman,  vis.  Huson' s  daughter,  and  pardoned  and  tranxivorted 
eighty    Negroes,    besides    eight    Negroes    not    indicted,    but    being    acconed   and 
strongly  suspected  to  be  guilty,  their  masters  consented  to  transport  them. 
Ury  whose  tryal  I  sent  your  Lordships  Is  sentenced  to  be  lianged. 
I  reprieved  him  for  a  few  days  upon  his  Petition  for  a  short  time  to  prepare 
himself,  but  that  being  expired,  he  Is  by  rule  of  Court  made  since,  to  be  ex^ 
euted  next  Saturday.     I  humbly  recommend  myself  to  your  Lordships  protectloB 
and  am  with  the  highest  respect  and  honor 
My  Lords, 

Tour  Lordships  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant. 

Geo.  Clsrhe^ 
1st.  N.  T.  tL  pp.  201,  202.  208. 
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Acts  of  ths  Classis  of  Amsterdaic 

Letters  from  Hevs.  Freeman  and  Du  Bois. 

1741,  Sept  4th.  Art  6.  A  letter  from  Eev.  Freeman  of  Mid- 
wont  was  also  read,  as  well  as  (one)  from  Rev.  du  Bois  of  New 
York.  This  was  also  signed  bj  Bev.  Erickson.  In  regard  to 
these,  the  Eev.  Deputies  have  likewise  presented  their  advice,  the 
carrying  out  of  which  was  recommended  to  them.  They  have  also 
written  to  the  Bev.  Classis  of  Schieland,  and  to  the  Theological 
Faculty  of  Groningen,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  any  extraordinary 
power  or  qualification  was  given  by  them  to  the  Bev.  DorsiuSy  as 
luui  been  reported  to  us  from  New  England.*    xii.  11« 

Arondeus  and  Buurs  finally  Examined  and  Ordained. 

Art  8.  In  the  presence  of  Bev.  van  Helmond,  as.Deputatus  of 
Qynod,  Bevs.  John  Arondeus  and  Henry  Buurs,  were  subjected 
to  the  final  examination,  as  minister  to  Midwout;  and  to  the  East 
Indies.  They  were  admitted  to  those  offices,  and  ordained  thereto, 
with  the  laying  on  of  hands^  after  they  had  repudiated  the  con- 
demned opinions  of  Boell  and  Bekker;  signed  the  Formxdae  of 
Concord;  and  had  declared  that  they  would  read  the  Forms  of 
Baptism  and  Communion  without  change;  and  that  they  would 
keep  in  correspondence  with  this  Assembly.    xiL  12. 

Classis  of  Amstebdajc 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Church  of  Midwout,  etc.,  on 

Long  Island,  September  9,  1741.    No.  46. 

Worthy  Sirs,  Dearly  Beloved  Brethren,  the  PAstors  and  Members  of  the  Con- 
sistory in  the  Churches  of  Midwout,  etc.,  situated  on  Long  Island,  near  the  city 
of  New  York  in  North  America: 

Behold  your  lawful  desires  fuliilled  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  which  hat 
not  ceasod  with  unwearied  care  to  seek  a  minister  for  you.  We  hare  made 
OQt  a  call  for  him,  in  your  name,  according  to  our  Church  Order,  and  by  virtue 
of  joor  authorization.     His  name  is  John  Arondeus.    He  has  been  examined  by 

(*  This  name,  New  England,  is  several  times  used  in  a  large  tense,  in  thlt 
Oorrespondence,  so  as  to  luclude  New  York.) 
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ordilDM]  by  the  Ufla(  od  of  baoda,  ta  Xhr  aae 
IT  the  Lard  cvlde  tilco.   and  grant   blm  and  bla 
JtMIBar  to  mat  Ntlons.     Ifar  !>«  be  endawed   witb  all   wladam  tbal 
pMT  befsn  TOV,  *»rared  of  God.  ■   itofIiiubd  tliit   needetli  not  to  ' 
rlfhtlr  Alndlnc  tk«   nord   ot  mtti.      We  couimFad    blm    ta  joal  lort.  fnifml^\ 
brHklwa,    wltb  tka   Lope    that    jaa   will    reisLve    him    In   the    liOfiL     Smtra  Uh 
*«r  U^lr  >n  )<>*•  t'lr  hts  trotk'a  aake,  and  assist  blm.  aa  ■  paitor  teat  atOA. 
Id  eTerr   war  MVaUite   to  make  blm   nndertake   bla  mlaiitrr   wltb  jar  tad 
with  grlxr;  tor  thmt  would  be  uupiofliable  lu  jou.     We  trust   that  hli  B 
bas    learnFil   ta  datf   with    bdoIs   with    aood   Judgement    and    godt;   discili 
Therefore  h«  h^a  ill  the  ujoce  that  your  obedience,  and  tblnt  for  that  taaft^ 
edRe  which  luSaiMk  lalviilliiii,   mar  enable  ;au  to  recognlBe  blm  *a  npulailti 
those    who,  aeMCdlnc    to  reports  sent   to   ug,   to  our  jreat  jifef. 
regions   witftoat  bting  lent.      Ar.    worthy   brethren   be  ye  in  IWa   milla  ni  M 
In  the  Lord.     It  !•  OUr  baptilDeas  to  bear  ;on  on  our  hearts.  lor  the  lOnd  al  rW 
saiitB.   and  for  tha  g«Dersl  wcKare  ot  the  Church.     Mar  we  learn  tbal  all  tUm 
orJIog  to  the   Rule  of   Faith;   that   the   Chanb  Oritt  ^ 

I  Ot  tlM  Faiherhind.  (of  which  you  &re  tbe  oSapriug  plaatel  la  « 
IMM9  maa,)  !•  malDtained  amoQE  fou  to  the  furtherance  at  ont  waf  and  od 
bMrt.  (Mil  that  «*  may  rejoice  In  the  ateadfasCnest  and  well-orderlnc  ot  jra 
(•Ith.  ihllwlBg  that  the  I<ard  I*  with  7011.  Our  heart  alglis  for  ZIoa.  tat  fum 
ttmtt  ant  In  pnr««  tot  jour  beneflt.  The  Lord  bless  thee,  thoa  moiint  ol  t'll 
■MB,  tlwn  habitation  of  righleousncis. 

I  yoot  Chorcb  atfalra.  we  cannot  answer  Mr.  Freeman  rtitwittl 
9  obliged  to  malie  haste  to  depart,  by  the  mj  il 
Batfailt,  lUl.  ho  deems  very  necesiary  to  aTold  the  dangers  ol  Ibe  <nr.  M 
■laM  that  tho  wai  may  cease,  and  may  be  lieep  you  and  ourseltei  from  b'«S> 
■ttaafci,  aiiprlaai  attd  Inratlona. 

Wa  Wlik  OBCa  more   briefly    to  announce   that   la   our   last    Clanli  we  Iwl  ill 
.  paMlUa  aam  to  aoeuro  proper  arnngcmrata  tor   the   Coetn*  of  the  Se>  Inl 
ChnrdMB,   which  wo   conaldcr   yerj   Decesiarj.      But   It   seems  strange  to  m  tW 
Rer.  (J.  B.)  GoeUchlua  has  been  Imtalled  it  Jamaica,   on  the  simple  aidlutin    ■ 
of  Rer.   Doriloa,  who  baa  really  no  aalborlty  whatever  to   proilde  the  ehiirtn    1 
Of  New  York  with  ministers:  nor  hai  he  authority  even  from  the  Synod  ot  Soall 
Uolland,    with    reference    to    PeunaylTania.      As    reKsrds    hia    pattlmlar  t;i^»- 
meat  by  the  Clasais  of  Schlelaadt.  we  shall   seek  further  Intormalioa.    The  a-   i 
peiuea  to  which  B«*.    Mr.   Aroudeua  will   be  subjected   on  account  ot  the  pma-    I 
rionsneaa  of  the  times,    we   hope   will   be   returned    to    him.      We   cnmmead  jta-    I 
■elres  and  your  church,    with  all   the  aFTectlOD  of  our  souls   so   sniioiu  eo  ysw   I 
behalf,  to  Ood  and  the  word  of  hla  (nee.      We  also   Invoku   yonr  prayen  fur  u    I 
and  from  onr  heart*  call   ouraeliea. 

Tours. 

Tiberius   Qeylsma.    Prea. 
Theodore  Tan   Scheiioync  Solta. 
Ainiterdam,  Sept.  0,  ITM. 

Acts  of  the  Ci^assis  of  Austerdau. 
Letters  to  Midwont  and  to  the  Claasis  of  Schieland. 
1141,  Oct.  2nd.  Art.  11,  ad  Aii.  6,  pj^cedentia  Claaais.  The* 
were  read  by  Rev.  Depntati,  and  approved,  in  answer  to  the  let- 
ters from  the  churches  of  Midwout  and  New  York,  1.  A  letter 
to  the  congregation  of  Midwont,  etc;  2.  One  to  the  "R&r.  CUan 
of  Schieland,  to  bd  sent  yet  this  day.  It  waa  further  leeolved  to 
postpone  lor  a  UU\e  ^VW^  i«.t  ^«  writing  to  the  FaedW 
Theologiae  at  Gron\iig;ett.    Ti\.  W. 
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JOUBNAI.  OF  THB  ASSEMBLY.      AcT  TO  HbLP  SuPFOBT  THB 

MiNISTEB  Ain>  POOB. 

Mil,  Not.  17.    QeorgB  Clarke,  Lieutenant  Goyernor. 

Assembly  sent  a  Bill  to  the  Council  entitled*  "An  Act  to  oblige  all  persons 
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shall  come  to  Inhabit  or  reside  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  order  to  expos* 

goods,  wares  or  merchandise  to  sale  at  any  time  after  the  annual  assess- 

made  for  the  tax  for  the  maintenance  of  the  minister  and  poor  of  the  said 

to  pay  their  doe  proportion/'  and  desired  the  concurrence  of  the  Council 

^'^kcreto.    Council  Journal,  789.    Bead  first  and  second  time,  789.    Third  reading, 

Hot.  18,  789.     Committed,  Not.  23rd,  79L     Passed,  and  Assembly  notified,  792. 

^tueted.  Not.  27,  79S.    BoTiyed,  May  14.  1745;  884,  885.     Again  reTlTCd,  Sept.  11* 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Letter  from  Eev.  Wilhelmus. 

1741,  Dee.  12th.  The  contents  of  the  letter  written  by 
Hey.  Wilhelmus  having  been  read  by  Rev.  Depp.,  relating  to  the 
ease  of  Eev.  Dorsius,  and  their  report  (pre-advice)  having  been 
lieard  thereupon,  the  Assembly  adopted  the  said  pre-advioe,  and 
requested  the  Rev.  Depp,  to  shape  their  letters  to  those  of  New 
York  and  to  Rev.  Dorsius  in  accordance  therewith,     xii.  17. 

Chubch  of  New  Yobk. 
Evening  Services. 

New  York,  Dec.  14,  1741. 

General  Consistory  held  for  rendering  accounts  —  Elders, 
Deacons  and  Church  Masters. 

It  was  proposed  to  the  ministers  whether  it  would  not  be  well, 
during  the  winter,  that  the  minister  who  preaches  in  the  New 
Church  in  the  morning,  shoidd  preach  in  the  Old  Church  in  the 
evening,  instead  of  the  afternoon.  To  this  arrangement  both  the 
ministers  freely  consented, 

—  Lib.  B.  149. 

Rev.  Mb.  Coloan  to  the  Seobetaby  of  Society  fob  Pbopagat* 

ING  THE  Gospel. 

Jamaica,   December  15th,   1741. 

BcTcrend  Sir:     However,  In  the  meantime,  be  pleased  to  accept  this  general 
aeeoant  of  the  State  of  mj  Mission  there,  being  three  Churches  belonging  to  my 
Cure,  that  of  Jamaica  Newtown  and  Flushing;  I  must  with  a  great  ^eoA  ol  Vc\i\:^« 
mr,  tbMt  not  only  thej  are  In  «  growing  condition  k  the  membet^  t\i«%ot  ^^- 
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•nlly  •(  •■  loaoplur  Kte  and  c 
kan  ma  n«TW  In  ■»  mnA  credit  und  repntat 
■octa  U  at  thU  day:  tbair  optulon  coDcernlDg  b 
'  batog  TBat)7  mora  taTooiabla  thaa  ever.  Enihuiliaro  lua  of  lite  bmi  <n 
dmnlnant  anxMiit  ■■,  bat  !■  now  In  a  decilnlac  sutc.  iFTenl  of  tbe  tact 
that  WB7,  ai  wall  ■■  thalr  laainm.  1>f1us  round  gatHj  at  tbc  foalNi  1> 
vnetleaa,  and  othwa  of  Oua  hare  wrought  themielvca  into  the  Uchai  dtpti 
a(  madiMi: — tbM*  oeennanMa,  loECiber  with  tbow  iood  boaks  UkIt  mat  em 
^  t&a  BodatTi  bara  tangkt  paotir  whit  iha  tru*  spirit  ot  CbHiIUoUr  li  ul 
what  It  to  not  *  tkat  tt  to  to  be  found  In  ■  more  (oh«F  nrliHiml  Hrhrn*.  uu  ' 
that  dellTarad  to  wanMad  bj  He.  WUlmcld.  that  Ar< 
banBta;  bavlBr  aothlnv  moM  to  add  hut  the  promlie  of  all  dai 
Hdttir  la  tba  dIaAaita  at  all  the  Offlce*  belaaglac  to  mf  Mlialao. 

T 
—  Doc  HIrt,  N.  T,  'o 
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Acts  ot  thb  Classis  of  Amstebdau. 
Rot.  Arondeua. 

1T49>  Jul  Mh.     Art.  8.     Kev.  Jolm  Arondeos  haviiig  cost 
within  tbe  room,  presented  s  request  to  be  rclea^d  from  the  po- 
ntion  accepted  by  him,  particularly  on  account  of  the  feeblenea  | 
of  hia  wife.     After  the  misfortune  which  befell  them  at  »i, 
for  they  had  been  captured  by  a  Spanish  pirate,  robbed  of  »!1   | 
they  had,  and  carried  up  to  St.  Sebastian,  she  did  not  dare  ia 
undertake  again  the  voyage  to  Midwout,  etc.,  and  he  could  nK 
make  np  hia  mind  to  leave  his  wife.     But  if  he  conld  not  be  n- 
leased,  fae  asked  that  he  might  have  a  time  fixed,  when  be  oovU 
go  over  to  his  settlement  in  the  safest  manner  possible;  and  tliit 
the   Assembly    would    remember    him   charitably   in   this  lai 
inconvenioice. 

The  Rev.  ClaaaiB,  considering  all  this,  was  affected  with  com- 
passion towards  him.  Kevertheless  they  hold  him  bound  to  ful- 
fill the  engagement,  to  which  he  was  called;  for  he  is  obligated 
and  bound  by  his  acceptance  and  installation.  Yet  they  wiD 
cheerfully  wait  for  some  time,  until  a  good  opportunity  offers  b 
nuke  the  journey,  so  far  u  may  be  possible,  in  aafe^.    TH 
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^mbly  also  recommends  him  to  the  charity  of  the  individual 
diiirches  under  their  jurisdiction,  after  the  example  of  the  Con- 
of  Amsterdam,  who  has  granted  him  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
guilders.     The  Bev.   Deputati   ad  res   Exteras   are    also 
inequested  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  advise  and  aid  him  under 
'(hcse  distressing  circumstances.     The  Bev.  Quaester,  also  in  writ- 
notices  of  the  next  Classis,  shall  recommend  him  to  the  indir 

"idual  churches. 

—  xiL  18,  19. 

Chttboh  of  Nbw  Tobk. 
Proposal  for  a  Third  Minister,  etc 

New  York,  Jan.  14,  1Y42. 

After  calling  on  God's  name,  Consistory  held — Ministers,  Eld- 
^HB,  Deacons  and  Church  Masters  being  present. 

Domine  Du  Bois,  the  President,  stated  that  the  elders  had  re- 
quested this  meeting  in  order  to  present  their  views,  and  to  learn 
whether  the  deacons  and  church  masters  thought  proper,  that 
^eans  should  be  devised  to  obtain  a  third  minister. 

Resolved,  first,  that  the  whole  Consistory  deem  this  advisable. 
And,  secondly,  that  a  Great  Consistory  be  called  for  next  Thurs- 
day, Jan.  21st. 

Further,  since,  lately,  it  was  referred  to  Mr.  John  Eoosevelt, 
Jas.  Bc^rdus  and  Hendrick  Byke,  to  make  another  door  in  the 
Old  Church,  in  such  place  and  manner  as  they  should  judge  ex- 
pedient; and  they  now  request  a  written  statement  thereof;  it 
was  thought  proper  that  such  a  statement,  in  writing,  should  bo 
given  to  them. 

Also  the  President  was  requested  to  give  a  written  order,  in 
the  name  of  the  Consistory,  to  Mr.  G.  Beekman,  to  tell  the  fam- 
ily, which,  through  Mr.  de  Gree  came  on  the  Manor  without 
the  consent  of  the  Consistory,  to  remove;  and  if  the^  refuse,  then 
to  proceed  stgamst  them  according  to  law. 


■  M^^  Ecclesiastical  Reooeds 

i  tbst  t&x.  a.  Beekman  eliall  immediately,  in  the  name  of 
the  '  usistory,  say  to  Wm,  Teller,  who  resides  on  the  Manor, 
that  if  he  does  not  pay  up  his  arrears  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Uondatory  before  the  Spring,  hia  farm  will  certainly  fee  reiileJ 
to  another  person,  and  the  Consistory  stUl  dcnmnd  due  paymfnt 

^^  G.  du  Eoia,  p.  t.  Prses. 

^K  —  Lib.  £.  151, 

^^^V  Chubcs  op  New  Yoke, 

-'  A  Third  Minister. 

■  New  York,  Jan.  21, 1742, 
tJreat   Condstoiy   held.     After  calling   on   God's   naiue,  tb 
resident  stated  that  the  Riding  Consistory  at  its  last  meetiuj, 

had  resolved  to  submit  to  the  Great  Consistory,  as  it  now  £J, 
whether  they  did  not  agree  with  them,  that  it  was  highly  usefol 
to  think  of  devising  means  to  call  another  minister  from  HoUinJ- 
The  Great  Consistory  were  unanimously  of  this  opinion,  so  mufb 
60,  that  a  subscription  for  the  purpose  was  begun  in  the  meeting. 

—  Lib.  B.  151. 

New  York,  Jan.  25,  1742, 
Consistory  held  of  Elders,  Deacons  and  Church  Masters.  Tho 
proposal,  under  which  each  voluntary  subscriber  should  stale  lbs 
sum  he  promises  for  the  yearly  support  of  another  minister,  va  ' 
read,  considered,  and  imanimoualy  approved.  And  it  was  l^eIe^ 
mined  that  the  appointed  persona  should,  with  this  draft,  urge  the 
eongregation  to  a  voluntary  subscription. 

—  Lib.  K  151. 
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Bey.  Arondeus. 
1742,  Jan.  30th.    Art.  6.    This  Art.,  remains  in  statu,   zii.  22. 

WeiB. 
Art.  12.     The  case  of  Bey.  Weis  remains  in  statu.    ziL  23. 

Dutoh  Chuboh  OF  New  Yobk. 

New  York,  Feb.  18,  1742. 

After  calling  on  God's  name.  Consistory  held,  of  ministers^ 
Elders,  Deacons  and  Church  Masters. 

1.  Those  members  of  the  Consistory  who  had  obtained  sub- 
scriptions for  the  call  of  a  third  minister,  handed  in  their  lists, 
making  about  two  hundred  pounds.  New  York  money.  There- 
upon 

2.  The  Consistory  judged  the  amount  enough  to  warrant  the 
Call. 

3.  Further,  imanimously  Besolved,  That  domine  Du  Bois  pre- 
pare the  draught  of  the  Power  of  Call,  and  Instructions,  accord- 
ing to  the  aim  of  Consistory;  and  that  the  same  be  addressed  to 
two  ministers  and  two  merchants,  without  naming  who  these  are 
—  that  being  deferred  until  the  proposed  draught  is  presented. 

Copy  of  the  Heading  under  which  Subscriptions  were  made  for 
the  Call  of  a  Third  Minister  from  Holland. 

Be  it  known  hereby,  that  the  Dutch  Bef  ormed  Consistory,  with 
those  who  had  been  before  in  office,  did,  on  the  21st  of  January, 
1741-2,  at  New  York,  Besolve,  for  the  benefit  of  their  congrega- 
tion, in  view  of  the  infirmity  of  their  two  ministers,  to  call  from 
Holland  another  fit  and  orthodox  minister,  according  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  church :  He  shall,  for  his  regular  service,  preach 
twice  a  week,  either  both  times  on  Sunday,  or  once  on  Sunday  and 
once  during  the  week,  as  the  Consistory  from  time  to  time  think 
proper.     He  shall  receive  a  yearly  salary  of  one  hundred  and 
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twenty  five  poimds,  with  Beven  pounds  ten  shillinga  for  Ereifooi 
and  twenty  five  pounds  for  house  rent,  all  New  Tork  e 
And  inasmuch  as  for  the  salary  of  a  third  minister  there  is  oeejl 
of  a  separate  subscription,  besides  the  present  subscription  fori 
the  two  ministers,  Du  Bois  and  Boel,  until  the  time  when  one  rfl 
the  three  may  die,  in  which  event,  the  separate  subscription  fm  I 
a  third  minister  shall  cease  and  determine;  and  the  Ealarici  otl 
the  two  surviving  ones  shall  be  provided  for  in  the  s 
as  at  present:  therefore,  it  is  thought  proper  to  propose  thiipn-l 
else  limitation  to  each  one  who  is  asked  to  subscribe  for  socliaj 
third  minister  from  Holland.     . 

This  being  stated  as  above,  to  the  undersigned,  we  promise  1 
each  for  himself,  on  the  conditions  named,  for  the  salary  of  such  i 
minister,  from  year  to  year,  what  is  hereinunder  written  bv  our 
hands.  And  as  soon  as  the  so-called  miniater  shall  arrive,  we  ^ 
pay  the  full  half  of  our  subscriptions;  and  thereafter,  every  xhrtt 
months,  so  long  as  this  subscription,  according  to  the  conditioM 
named,  holds  good,  we  will  pay  promptly,  the  one  fourth  of  saeh 
BubscriptioQ,  to  the  said  ConsiBtory  then  in  office,  or  to  tbeir 
Older. 

—  Lib.  B.  151-S. 

Ddtoh  Ohusoh  of  ^bw  Yobk. 

New  York,  March  11, 1743. 

^ter  calling  on  God's  oame,  the  Consistory  heard  donune  Di 
Bois  of  a  "  Power  to  Call "  a  third  minister  —  domlse  Bod 
being  President,  and  giving  his  advice  thereon. 

1.  Keaolved,  That  the  "  Power  to  Call "  be  entroated  to  tm 
ministerB  and  two  merchants,  of  whom  domlnes  Du  Bois  and  Bod 
wUl  each  name  one  minister.  Domine  Du  Bois  then  nunw 
domine  Leonard  Beels,  a  minister  at  Amsterdam,  (altbonglt 
known  to  be  sick),  and  domine  Petrus  Couwenbuig  Dn  BMi 
minister  at  Leyden,  and  requested  his  ConsistoTy  to  choose  ow 
of  these.     They  chow  doimne  f  ^Xx^ok  '^m  1^i»&.    Damina  Bod 
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"CSien  named  Theodoras  Van  Schelluyne,  minister  at  Amsterdam. 

TXhe  Consistory  then  named  Messrs.  Pedro  de  Wolff  and  Levinus 

Clarkson,  merchants  at  Amsterdam. 

2.  It  was  also  Besolved^  That  toward  the  expenses  of  the  Oall, 
the  sum  of  sixty  ponnds  ($160.)  New  York  money  be  sent  to  Hol- 
Itnd;  and  on  the  arrival  of  the  minister  here,  there  shall  be  paid 
liim  the  sum  of  ninety  pounds  ($225.)  with  the  abatement  of 
^^batever  portion  of  the  sixty  pounds  he  may  have  already  re- 
^eived  in  Holland. 

3.  Ilnallyi  That  on  the  coming  Thursday  morning,  March  18, 
tliis  "Power  to  Call'*,  thus  approved,  shall  be  made  known  to 
the  Oreat  Consistoiy.    (For  this,  see  Oonsistorial  "Acte  Boek.'') 

—  Lib.  B.  168-6. 

March  18,  1742. 

In  Great   Consistory.     After  calling   on   God's   name,   the 

**  Power  to  Call ''  was  read  and  approved,  so  that  it  might  be  put 

in  execution. 

—  Lib.  B.  166. 

Acts  of  the  Chassis  of  Amstebdam. 

Wys,  (Weiss.) 

1742,  April  2nd.  Art.  7.  A  letter  from  Eev.  Wys  having 
•nrived,  it  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  ad  res  Ex- 
tents, to  furnish  a  report  (pre-advice)  hereafter.     xiL  24. 

Arondeus. 

Art  18,  ad  6.  News  has  come  from  Eev.  Arondeus,  that  he 
"^vOl  soon  undertake  the  journey  to  Midwout,  etc.    xiL  26. 

Weys. 

Art  18,  ad  12.  The  case  of  Bev.  Weys  remains  in  statu. 
^25. 


£0CLESIASriCAL    BfOO&Di 


-■  ■_.   ■■*>■  Dutch  Chcbch  of  New  Tobx. 

*  New  York,  April  8,  1743. 

After  calling  on  God's  name,  domine  Du  Boia  read  to  the  Cot 
Biatory  the  "  Letter  o£  Instruction  "  for  the  Call,  to  which  domine 
Boel  agreed,  and  it  was  approved  as  presented. 

Also  KoBolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  new  door  in  the  01J 
Church,  takes  away  two  sittings  on  the  benches;  and  inasmuol 
two  persons  of  that  church  have  died,  namely,  Johannes  Reni!«i 
without  an  heir,  and  Nicholas  Goveraeur,  son  of  Abraham,  tif 
Church  Masters  will  please  to  abolish  those  two  sittings  in  tbeir 
Book;  and  if  one  of  Govemeur's  heirs  dew'es  a  aitting  forhiia- 
Bolf,  to  buy  another  sitting  for  hinL 

—  Lib.  K  155. 

'.  Classis  of  Austbbdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 
Extract  from  a  letter  of  George  Michael  Weiss,  of  BumetsfidJi 
in  America,  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  April  25,  1742. 

In  this  letter  it  is  stated,  in  pursuance  of  the  advice  of  tin 
Rev.  Classis,  that  he  had  made  known  on  several  occaaong,  in 
the  church  at  Philadelphia  and  elsewhere,  what  things  would  be 
of  greatest  service  to  the  church.  He  had  also  made  known  fail 
willingness  to  undertake  again  the  duties  of  the  Sacred  IDoitfrj 
among  them,  upon  a  sufficient  suhscriptioti  from  the  same,  bnt 
hitherto  he  had  received  no  decisive  answer.  He  thought  thst 
it  would  be  well  for  the  Rev.  Classis  to  stir  up  the  churcli  »t 
Philadelphia  and  elsewhere  thereunto.  He  further  compUim 
of  the  instability  of  the  people  in  those  regions,  by  reason  of  ll* 
increase  of  sects.  And  that  a  Count  (Zinzendorf)  from  Gennmy 
draws  away  many  adherents. 

He  refers  to  his  suggestions  (wegwyser)  about  converting  tM 
savages  in  America  bj  tlie  Mae  oi  ^to^et  means;  and  eij^TOM 
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iar  that  the  country  will  be  punished  for  its  sins.     Unallji 

ncliides  with  salutations  to  the  High  Beverend  Classis. 

I  is  their  obedient  servant, 

George  Michael  Weiss,  p.  t.  minister 

of  the  Beformed  Church  at  Bumetsfieldia 

[Herkimer  Co.  K  Y.]     xxiL  613. 

Dutch  Chtjbch  op  New  Yobk. 

A  new  CalL     Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  April  29,  1742. 
le  Consistory  signed  two  copies  of  the  "  Power  to  Call '',  and 
le  "  Letters  of  Instruction  '*,  (to  be  seen  in  the  Consistory's 
te  Boek  ",)  and  also  ordered  a  writing  of  the  following  tenor: 

Grerardus  Beekman: 

)u  will  please,  either  in  person  or  by  safe  hands,  seasonably 
m  Mr.  William  Teller,  who  lives  on  the  Manor,  that  if  he 
not  pay  his  arrears  by  the  first  of  May,  he  must  immediately 
fiF  the  farm;  or  that  day  arriving  without  the  payment  and 
;ill  refusing  to  go  off  the  farm,  you  will  at  once  have  him 
ited.  And  in  case  of  non-payment,  you  will  please  see  that 
;es  are  immediately  put  up  in  proper  places,  that  the  farm 
rent  —  inquiry  to  be  made  of  the  Consistory  at  New  York, 
lus  done  in  our  Consistory  meeting  at  New  York  the  29th  of 
1,  1742.     Witness,  in  name  and  authority  of  all, 

Henricus  Boel,  President,  p.  t. 

—  lib.  B.  165. 

Acts  op  the  Classis  op  Amstebdam. 

Letter  from  Wys.   (Weiss) 

'42,  May  7th.     Art.  5,  ad  7.     The  letter  from  Bev.  Wys  re- 
s  recommended  to  the  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras.     xii.  26. 

Arondeus. 

rt.  9,  ad  13.     Bev.  Arondeus  and  his  case  remains  recom- 
fod  to  the  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras.     xii.  27. 


EkxXSSIASTICAL  ReCOBDS 

Hovcnberg. 

.j:t  IX    ^3sP  Tonkiiig  Hoevenberg  requested  that  he  might 
'^CaDDDendatus"  of  this  Classis  for  the  home  (fo^ 
winch  was  granted  after  the  exhibiting  of  the 
m  well  as  Ecclesiastical  testimonials  and  the 
on  Gen.  9 :  2Y.     xii.  27. 


Wye.  (Weiss). 
IS.    Case  of  the  Rev.  Wys  remains  as  yet  in  sUtiL 


DoTCH  Chuboh  of  New  York. 

New  York,  May  7,  1742. 

yi  Besolyed,  That  the  lease  granted  for  some  years 
6e  c^nifirmed  with  the  Church  Seal  and  deliyered 
that  before  the  delivery,  he  pay  all  the  arrean 

!lr:  Siikbr  s  iQowed,  up  to  the  15th  of  June  next  to  provide  i 
wol  0i(T  all  the  arrears  on  his  farm  on  the  Manor,  and 
QQ  ^e  satisfaction  of  the  Consistory.     But  if  Mr. 
M(  e^iBpIeted  all  by  the  15  th  of  June,  or  even  not  paid 
:Uk^  $grf9U%.  ht  shall  go  off  the  farm  and  be  arrested.    Then, 
ttrq&wnimts  diall  be  put  in  proper  places,  that  the  farm  is 
:ir  ^ny  «»  who  will  agree  with  the  Consistory  therefor. 
;3ii^  W9ts&wat«  for  the  time,  shall  send  a  copy  of  this  act,  by 
^  Mr.  WiUiam  Teller. 
Witness  in  name  etc., 

Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  President 

Classis  of  Amstebdam, 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

Mw    Rev.  Arondeus  was  furnished  with  a  new  ce^ 

iS  also  placed  in  his  hands  the  extracts  from 

>ltCtesttvt^^^^  T^  addition  there  were  sent 
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along  with  him  a  letter  to  Rev.  Weyss;  a  copy  of  the  letter  written 
to  the  Consistory  of  Midwout  last  year,  and  the  Acta  of  Synod  of 
the  year  1740,    xxii.  526. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdaic 

Arondeus. 

1742,  June  4th.  Art.  7,  ad  9.  Rev.  Arondens  will  leave  within* 
six  weeks,  and  the  Rev.  Deputies  are  directed  to  furnish  him  with 
the  extracts  from  the  foregoing  Acta.    xiL  29. 

Wys. 

Art.  8,  ad  15.  The  letter  to  Rev.  Wys  will  be  answered  by 
Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras.    Quod  factum,    xii.  29. 

Aots  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdaic 
Rev.  Arondeus. 

1742,  July  23rd.  Art  5.  The  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras 
made  known,  that  they  have  placed  the  Rev.  Arondeus's  com* 
mission  in  his  hands,  and  that  he  was  to  have  sailed  on  the  19th 
or  20th  of  June.  Whereupon  the  Rev.  van  Schelluyne  an- 
nounced that  there  had  come  from  the  Consistory  of  Midwout, 
etc,  a  new  call  for  Rev.  Arondeus,  in  the  place  of  the  previous 
one  of  which  he  had  been  robbed  by  the  Spaniards.  Also,  that 
this  Consistory  will  not  only  give  him  his  salary  from  the  moment 
that  he  took  ship,  but  they  have,  moreover,  donated  him  a  volun- 
tary gift  of  a  hundred  pounds,  New  York  ($250.);  that  Rev. 
Freeman  has  died,  and  hence  Rev.  Arondeus  takes  his  place  as 
a  matter  of  course.  The  Deputati  state  that  he  has  already  begim 
his  journey.  The  Assembly  hears  all  this  with  joy,  and  desires 
that  the  call  be  inserted  among  the  Acta  Deputatorum  ad  res 
Exteras,  and  preserved  among  their  papers,    xii.  30. 

Letter  from  Wys.     (Weiss). 

Art.  11.  The  letter  from  Wys  and  his  book,  were  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee  ad  res  Exteras,  to  furnish  a  report  xiL  81. 
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Acts  of  the  Sykod  of  Nobth  HoLLAT<n),  July  31-Auo.  9, 1742, 

p.  3,  Vol.  62. 

Article  35. 

Classical  Changes. 

Gone  to  For«l|:ii  rbnrches. 

(1)  To  the  Bast  Indies  —  seyen  penont. 

(2)  To  the  West  Indies  —  Rers.  Johannes  Arondens,  8.  S.  Ministerial  Candlditf : 
examined  and  qnallfled  Sept.  4,  1741,  as  minister  for  Mldwond. 

Hendrik  Hendriks,  minister  at  Wllins,  has  been  called  and  inialllled.  May  T, 
as  minister  at  St.  Croix.  (W.  I.) 

Johannes  Klora  Capltein,  after  preparatory  and  final  examination.  quUfled 
May  T,  as  minister  at  D'Elmina. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Letter  from  Rev.  Wys  (Weiss)  in  Pennsylvania. 

1742,  Sept  3rd.  A  letter  from  Eev.  Wys  in  Pennsylvania 
dated  May  10,  1741,  in  which  Eev.  Weiss  asserts:  1.  That  he 
doubts  not  that  the  letter  which  he  sent  over  last  year,  came  duly 
to  hand.  2.  That  at  the  first  opportunity  he  will  commnnicate 
to  us  a  faithful  description  of  the  savages,  (wild  men)  in  North 
America,  composed  by  himself,  and  from  his  own  experience,  with 
a  picture  (painting)  of  those  wild  people,  both,  men  and  women, 
in  order  to  give  us  a  better  idea  of  them.  3.  That  in  case  ve 
desire  to  know  anything  more  about  these  American  countries, 
and  he  was  able  to  inform  us,  we  had  only  to  let  him  know;  for 
he  was  veiy  ready  and  disposed  to  serve  us  in  that  matter  as  time 
and  opportunity  offered.  His  letter  ended  with  a  wish  for  a 
blessing  on  us. 

This  letter  was  accompanied  by  a  package,  in  which  the  Kev. 
Weis  sends  over :  1.  A  small  painting  of  the  wild  men  of  North 
America  mentioned  above  in  the  letter.  2.  "A  faithful  descrip- 
tion of  the  savages  in  North  America,  as  to  their  persons,  qualities, 
tribes,  languages,  names,  houses,  dress,  ornaments,  marriages 
food,  drink,  domestic  implements,  housekeeping,  hunting,  fishing, 
war,  superstitions,  politicr'  nment^  besides  other  remarkable 
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matters,  composed  from  personal  experience  by  George  Michael 
Weiss,  V.  D.  M."  Thus  reads  the  title.  This  description  covers 
ninety  six  and  a  half  pages,  in  eight  vo.,  besides  the  preface,  (dedi- 
cation), which  is  brief,  to  the  Classis.  In  this  he  states  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  thereto,  (viz.,  to  prepare  this  book,)  and  to 
communicate  the  same  to  the  Classis.  He  doubted  not  that  it 
would  be  agreeable  to  the  Classis,  and  would  be  looked  upon 
favorably^  since  he  is  cognizant  of  the  paternal  love  which  the 
Rev.  Classis  bears  towards  him.  It  ends  with  a  wish  for  our  pros- 
perity and  blessing.  The  introduction  is  signed  at  Albany,  N.  Y., 
by  Rev.  Weiss  of  Bumetsfield  October  4, 1741.  Then  follows  the 
description  itself,    xii.  35. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdaic 

Wys. 

1742,  Nov.  6th.  Art.  5,  ad  6.  Even  as  also  the  case  of  Rev, 
Wys  remains  in  statu,    xii.  38. 

Baptism  of  Papists  Childbbit. 

Art.  13.  Hoarding  the  baptizing  of  Papists  children,  which 
was  written  about  from  Suriname,  the  Messrs.  Depp,  are  recom- 
mended to  examine  the  former  Acta  bearing  thereon^  and  to  re- 
port to  Classis  what  they  find.    xii.  39. 

Chuech  of  New  Yoek. 

Advice  requested  as  to  the  Validity  of  the  ordination  of  John  H. 

Goetschius. 

New  York,  Nov.  8, 1742. 

Consistory  held,  with  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons.  A  letter 
of  Mr.  (J.  H.)  Goetschius,  present  minister  at  Jamaica,  etc.,  and 
of  the  Consistories  there,  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  was 
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opened  bj  domine  Ihi  Bois  bs  President      It  wa«  read  ilunj 
•nd  its  oontentB  wore  &s  follows: 

L.  B.  a. 

Ve,  the  OoiuiBtoriea  of  Queena  Coiin^,  request,  in  all  frienJi- 
nesB,  the  MiiiiHt««  and  Consistorieft  of  New  York  and  Kinn 
Catmty,  to  give  to  ns  their  kind  advice  on  the  following  points: 

L  Ckmoemiog  the  ordination  of  our  minister. 

1.  Buamnoli  aa  it  appears  that  domine  Dorsius  bai^  no  M 
powen^  whether  the  ordination  made  by  him  was  no  ordiiution. 
•to. 

S.  How  to  make  the  matter  ecclesiastical  and  regular:  wtetber 
l^  the  miiuvtets  and  ConsistorieB  writing  to  some  Claasis  of  the 
FatbetlAnd,  or  whether  our  minister  must  himself  jouniey  thittier. 

n.  Oonoerniiig  other  diaeensionB  which  may  perhaps  be 
looii^t  forward  l^  Consistories  or  by  individual  membere. 

Odt  htimble  request  is  that  the  church-fathers  —  the  neighW 
lug  miiiuterB  with  their  consiatories  will  consult  together  vbet 
and  where  they  may  appoint  t  meeting,  and  give  as  their  brothd; 
counsel  on  these  matters, 

J.  E.  Goetachioa,  V.  D.  M. 

Boelof  Schenk  Jan  Van  Voorheea 

Abraham  Montfoort  Gerrit  Van  Wickelea 

Abram  Lot  Adraen  Hegeman 

Ahram  Schenk  Comelis  Beyersae 

^ac  Amerman  Michael  de  Mot. 

JoK  Kolver 

(See  another  translation  of  the  above,  in  the  following  docn- 
ment,  as  brought  from  Amsterdam,  189S.) 

Hence  it  was  judged  by  all  the  members  present  except  domine  i 
Boel,  that  the  Consiatory  of  New  York  must  recognize  it  ai  ttpit  \ 
Christian  duty  to  give  aU  help  and  counsel  to  the  perplexed  wn-  | 
gr^ation  ef  Jamaica,  after  the  manner  of  the  Reformed  C%UKh.  i 
They  therefore  appointed  as  a  Committee  for  the  poipoie,  bati  J 
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the  ministers^  together  with  Mr.  Banker  and  Mr.  Van  Wyck^ 

roling  elders,  to  act  with  the  Consistory  of  Kings  County  on  this 

matter.     But  domine  Boel  declined,  saying,  he  wished  his  own 

freedom,  and  would  act  for  himself. 

—  Lib.  B.  157,  159. 

Bee  the  name  of  GoeUchlu,  John  H.,  In  Oorwln't  Manaal,  4th  edition,  1902,  tor 
tketai  of  hU  Ufe. 

Documents  iit  the  Gk)ETCHnTS  Case. 

Nov.  18,  1Y42-May  7,  1743. 

Request  of  the  Consistory  of  Queens  County  for  a  Convocation 
to  decide  on  the  validity  of  the  Ordination  of  John  Henry  Goetr 
schius.  November  18,  1742.  (Found  in  Minutes  of  Deputies, 
Amsterdam,  zxii.  615.) 

Ho.  1.  L.  B.  S. 

W*  the  Contlatofy  of  Qoeene  Ooontj,  In  a  kind  and  brotherly  manner,  reqneit 
the  Ber.  Ministers  and  Consistories  of  New  York  and  of  Kings  County  to  glye 
OS  thdr  friendly  adylce  on  the  following  matters: 

A.  About  the  promotion  (ordination)  of  onr  pastor: 

1.  Since  It  appears  that  Domine  Dorslns  had  not  fall  power,  (to  ordain);  Is, 
therefore,  the  ordination  of  onr  pastor,  which  was  done  by  him,  eqniyalent  to  no 
ordination  at  all,  etc. 

2.  (We  wish  to  know)  How  the  matter  can  be  arranged,  ecclesiastically,  and 
In  a  godly  way.  Can  this  be  done  by  letters  from  the  Bey.  Ministers  and  Con- 
sistories to  a  Bey.  Classls  In  the  Fatherland?  Or  mnst  onr  Pastor  himself  go 
there,  (for  ordination?). 

B.  Abont  other  differences,  which  may,  perhaps,  be  brought  forward  by  Con- 
sistories and  prlyate  members. 

It  Is  our  humble  request  that  the  Bey.  Consistories  should  consult  about  these 
matters  with  the  neighboring  Ministers  and  their  Bey.  Consistories;  (and  to  Inform 
«s)  when  and  where  they  will  meet  to  glye  us  their  brotherly  adylce  on  these 
Batten. 

J.  H.  Goetschlus,  V.  D.  U. 

Abrm.  Lott  Jan  yan  Voorhees 

Abrm.  Scbenck  Gerrit  yan  Wlckclen 

Isaac  Amerman  Adrlaen  Heegeman 

his  Cornelius  Byerse 

John    (    Colver  Michlel  de  Mott 

mark  Boelof  Schenck 

Abrm.  Monfoort. 
©■  Hot.  18.   174Z 
Delirered  to  the 

Consistory  of  New  York. 
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Action  on   tHe  Ooetschla*   Cam. 

" 

(DpputlM.   ixll.  «ia-) 

No.  2.     At  the   Ferry.    Brooldjn.   Deeerober  8,   1T42. 

HavlDK  met   at  tlif  apiiolnted   time  Bad  place.   Domloe  Do    Boh  ynt  rM^toit 

to  act  Bi  Presldeot  o(  tbe  Meeting.     Tbe  tollanlUK  acUon   look  pUre: 

After  CBlHug  "n  GoiJ'a  name,  a  Joint  meeting  of  the  Cooalstories  «u  bril  ul 

UeputEd  from   the   Consistory   of   New   York.    Do.    Du    Bola.   Ctilatoltr  HwM 

(Dd    Abrm.    ran    Wyck,    eldera    on    the   one    side;    with    Do.    ADtonldn  ud  iK. 

Jeremlna    Remsi\    and    Albert   Coerteo,    elderi   from    VUckbosrh,    (natbint.1  St» 

Amersfoort,    Boswrch.    (BuBhwIo);.)   Breuhelen  and   New   Uytrlcht,— ».  B.    HaM 

r 

Gerrltae  handed  In  a  wrlllnB  which  stated  that  the  elders  of  OraTeiant.  lOn.w 

end).   Nlcolaae   Wlllemae  and  Jacobua  Emans.   bad  elected   him   in  their  place.  U 

act  (or  them.     The  me*t1n|.  howeier,  decided,  thai  elders  alone,  wllhont  eiiniBiiil- 

cation  wKta   the   minister  could   not  appoint   ono   who   waa  not   an  elder.  It  iWt 

places,  aa  elders.     Thereupon  Gerrltae  withdrew. 

lb  the  beginning  of  onr  proceedlBga.  Mr.  Goetachlus.  with  aeTetil  of  hli  (Mm, 

from  Oeaten  (Oj-ster)  Bay,    Bacceas.  Newtown   and  Jamaica,  was  present.    Tl'cfr    ' 

npoD.  the  firai  point  In  the  communlcatlou  presented  by  Ur.  Goetsphlw  lu.  I 
Iwaa  considered),  Tia..  "  Since  II  appeara  that  Domlne  Dorslus  had  not  (all  rean'  I 
etc.  Mr.  Qoetachlas  waa  then  Bated  what  evidence  be  bad  that  Uo.  Dorilai  W  i 
qDnllBed   (ordained)  bImT 

His  Rer.  then  prodat^d  a  certificate  from  Dos.  Doralus  and  FrellnghuyKi.  bj 
which  It  appeared  that  thi>r  had  eianilned  OoetscMus  and  qnallfled  tUa  (m  * 
mlnlaliy.  Dob.  Doralna  and  Frellngbnyaen  BB.iert  In  thlB  certificate  u  the  MU 
loc  their  action,  that  the  Preebyterlaa  Synod  had  guallOed  Goetsebloa  a*  a  IMt 
Hale;  bnl  nothing  was  aald  therein  that  he.  Dorelua.  had  any  anthoriiy  to  prcssK 
(ordalol  nnyone  to  the  ministry  In  the  Dutch  Chnrch. 

Goetachlus  was  then  Bshed,  What  reaaon  he  had  to  think  thai  Do.  Donlui  tii 
any  authority  to  qnallfy  him  for  (he  mlnlalry?  He  ananered.  lit.  II  tnv* 
to  him  that  be  had.  Iiecaaae  Do,  Dorslna  said  that  he  correaponded  *!tb  iW 
Synod  of  South  nolland.  2Dd.  Tbsl  Do.  Dorslus  tbonght  that  tar  mlgbi  luti 
nip  of  the  noaltlon  held  by  Voetlus.  nnraely,  Tbat  In  a  counlrr  where  there  m 
DO  Synod  or  Ulaasls.  one  minister  might  make  another  mlnlater.  3rd.  Tbit  t> 
had  atlll  another  reason,  and  that  If  any  one  questioned  (the  ralldlty  of  Ui 
ordination,)  he  wonid  appeal  to  the  Bynod  o(  South  Holland. 

Then  several  caniplalntn  and  aceuaatlona  about  certain  rolscondncl  of  Mt 
GoelschlUB  were  handed  In,  but  II  waa  determined  (o  delay  their  conaldeniloa, 
until  they  shall  be  further  nnderatood  and  confirmed.  Among  others.  It  wu 
clearly  teallOed  ngalnat  him.  tbst  he,  Goeiscblua,  had  seyeral  times  slloiifd  bh 
brother,  who  Is  not  even  a  member,  to  attend  to  the  public  aertlce  In  (he  pilpll 
on  Sundays;  and  when  he  was  admonished  not  to  allow  auch  things,  bectiut  VUfT 
were  contrary  to  the  Rules  o(  the  Chnrch,  be,  Goetachlus  had  answered,  tbi'  II 
waa  In  harmony  with  Church  Roles  and  Scripture.  He  quoted  In  ptoct  ItH 
1:1.  1,  2;  and  added  that  If  et-en  a  half  a  score  of  ministers  opposed  it.  hf  ■'«M 
still  do  I(,  even  If  his  blood  flowed  for  It.  He  hse  even  threatened  the  Cta^ 
torles  opposed  to  It  with  dismissal  from  offlee.  etc.  All  this  waa  brought  upitilM 
Gi'Ctschlns,  bat  he  either  knew  little  abont  It,  or  bad  nothing  la  aay  la  defw 

The  MeetlDg  harlng  matnrely  contlderei)  eyerrtUng  that  came  up  Mk*  B, 
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Conclusion  in  the  Goetschius  Case. 

Breukelen,   D«c.  6th,   1742. 

The  membera  deputed  from  the  Consistories  of  New  York  and  Kings  County, 
hATing  assembled  and  considered  the  case  of  Mr.  Goetschius,  have  concluded  aa 
follows: 

1.  That  It  has  not  been  proved  before  them  that  Do.  Dorsius  had  any  authority 
to  ordain  Mr.  Gk>etschlnt. 

2.  That  the  circumstances  of  the  cases  laid  before  them  are  such,  that  they 
do  not  consider  that  they  have  aa  yet  any  occasion  to  write  to  any  Classls  in 
Holland  In  fayor  of  Mr.  Qoetschlua. 


Johannes  Lott 
Isaac  Broka 
Jeremyas  Remsen 
In  reference  to  1st  Article 
Jan  Yerkerk 


O.  Du  Bois  I 

V.  Antonides      [  Minister!. 

Joh.  Arondens  J  | 

Chris.  Bancker 

Abrm.  Van  Wyck 

Albert  Goerten. 


Mr.  Ooetschlus  and  his  Consistory  were  then  yerbally  told,  by  way  of  warning. 
In  the  name  of  this  Assembly,  that  no  one  was  permitted  to  preach  or  to  admin- 
ister the  Sacraments,  without  being  legally  called  thereto,  conformably  to  the 
Bceleelastlcal  Eules  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Synod;  and  that  Inasmuch  as  Do. 
Dorslna  had  not  been  authorised  by  any  Synod  or  Classls,  to  perform  acts  ot 
ordination,  therefore  his  (Ooetschiua's)  ordination  was  not  yalid,  and  consequently 
be  was  not  a  lawful  minister. —  Notwithstanding  thii,  Ooetschlus  continued  to 
administer  the  Sacraments. 


Breukelen,  at  tHe  Ferry,  Jan.  31, 1743.    (VoL  xxii.  616.) 

No.  8L 

Mr.  rj.)  H.  Ooetschlus: 

Whereas,  The  Assembly  of  those  deputed  to  consider  your  case,  and  your  re- 
lation with  the  churches  of  Jamaica,  etc.,  did  not,  in  their  last  session,  arrlre  at 
a  final  decision;  they  will,  therefore,  at  your  request,  meet  for  further  consider- 
ation of  the  matter  at  the  Ferry,  on  February  14th  next  ensuing,  at  0  A.  M* 
pnnctaally.  Your  Reverence  also  la  expected  to  be  present. 
We  remain  with  greetings,  Sir. 

Your  willing  seryanta, 

▼.  Antonides 
John  Arondeus 
O.  Du  Bois. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Consistory  of  Jamaica,  and  the  Congregations  united 
therewith: 

Mr.  Brinckerhoff  and  Mr.  Abram  Polhemius  have  requested  us,  in  your  name, 
to  ask  the  deputed  members  of  the  Consistories  in  Kings  Co.  together  with  those 
from  New  York,  to  hold  another  meeting  in  reference  to  the  case,  well-known  to 
jrou,  between  yourselres  and  Mr.  Goetschius.  This  your  request,  is  hereby  agreed 
to.  We  appoint  Feb.  14,  next  ensuing,  at  the  Ferry,  at  9  A.  M.  punctually,  as 
the  time  and  place.  Health  and  weather  permitting,  you  will  find  ua  there. 
We  remain  with  salutations. 

Your  willing  aeryanti^ 

V.  Antonides 
John  Arondeus 
Q.  Du  Bois. 
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Brenkelen,  at  the  Ferry,  Feb.  14, 1748.   (VoLzzS.61L) 

HatIiic  agaia  met  at  the  appointed  time  and  plaee^  a  Joliit  OoMlaliiy  m  Ml 


bj  tlMee  deputed  ftem  tlie  Rer.  Comlatorj  ef  Mew  Tetk,  tIb.,  Da  Da  ftdt 
Chrlstoffel  Bancker,  elder,  on  the  one  aide,  Doa.  AiitoBldca  aai 
tatera  on  Long  laland;  Johannea  Lott*  laaae  Brokaar,  Jatfjaa 
Ooerten  and  Folkeit  Folkeitaen,  eldera  of  yiackeboaeh,  onatbwhK  Wav 
foert,  Boawyek.  (Bnahwlck),  Brenkelea  and  Mew  nytridit. 

Sereral  complalnta  and  aecvaatlona  about  the  ailaeaadaet  af 
were  preaented.    Mr.  Ooetachlna  did  not  appear  at  thia  IffaaHafc  Iwt  a  Mlv 
him  waa  handed  In  bj  hia  brother,  the  contenta  of  whMi  an  as  fcBawa; 

Dear  and  Beapected  Gentlemen: — [Feb.  UK  ITiS^] 

I  hare  learned  from  the  letter  of  jonr  Bererencea  that  jwm 
Ferrj  on  the  14th  Inatant,  to  acquaint  me  with  joor 
aeeking  yonr  adTlee.    Bnt  thla  la  an  vnthong ht  of  and  an 
For  eertalnly  I  did  net  nnderatand.  after  the  already  fli 
thlnf  more  waa  to  be  expected,  except  the  glvlnf  ent  ef  coplaa  of  tha 
preferred  agalnat  me.    Abent  theae,  Ber.  Gentlemen  and  yav,  tha 
alatorlea,  I  BMat  properly  determined  to  conaolt  with  mf 
and  thla  haa  been  done.     The  chargea  were  partly  anawarai  by 
partly  by  alienee;  and  thla  abowa  that  onr  eaae  la  now  aattlaC 
demand)  takea  away  all  opportunity  for  ma  to  deAmd  myarif 
are  at  preaent  abaeat,  but  who  are  truth  and  peaea  lovlag 
myaelf  agalnat  thoae  falae  aecuaatlooa  preferred  agalnat  ma^  tfeair 
certain  partlea  who  hare  been  prompted  thereto.    (Llt^ 

But  when  peace-loTlng  people,  membera  of  the  Chureh  of  J4 
theae  reaolutlona,  and  thla  propoaed  meeting,  and  the  parttea 
and  to  be  aummoned,  «aa  well  aa  aome  other  drcumataBca%  a 
their  minda  whether  the  true  welfare  of  the  Spiritual  EUm  la  kapt  la  ffN*.  I 
am,  bowerer,  rery  willing  and  ready,  since  It  Is  thus  ordered,  to  aasws  jtv 
Reverencea  concernlDg  these  trumped-up  charges.  If  you  will  only  be  coagigum 
enough  to  let  me  first  look  upon  the  papers,  and,  (aa  la  generally  graattd  ti 
honest  people),  glre  me  sufliclent  time  and  opportunity  to  defend  myaelf  la  aril- 
Ing  before  unbiassed  parties;  for  I  am  afraid  to  deal  with  partlea  who  kHf 
themselTcs  In  concealment.  My  duties,  etc,  do  not  allow  me  time  for  thla  ill 
then,  neither  Is  the  proof  obvious  to  us  that  your  Reyerencea  hare  aay  aattakr 
to  interfere  with  me  In  my  duties  and  serrices  by  such  reaolutlona,  taiCMiti  to 
produce  such  effects;  and  to  set  yourselres  up  as  judgea.  You  oCte  to  Jrii 
hands  with  my  adyersaries,  and  so  support  them  In  their  unchrlatlan  and  lataan 
efforts,  etc.  They,  Indeed,  would  be  ready,  as  often  aa  your  Berereneea  alglC 
please,  to  assemble,  to  fabricate  the  most  Inhuman  Ilea,  and  preaa  thss  vm 
you.  For  such  acts  are  not  altogether  uncommon.  They  haye  oceurxed  bctat  m 
time  as  we  hare  heard  and  learned. 

We  will,  howeyer,  pass  this  by,  and  refer  It  to  him  who  will  judge  fttfOTi 
and  your  Beyerences  will  not  giye  your  final  decision  In  my  case  until  thit  4af, 
when  you,  with  me,  will  stand  before  His  face. 

Your  Beyerences'  aeryant, 

J.  H.  Goetachlna,  ▼.  D.  IL 
Queens  County, 

Feb.   10.   1748. 

The  address  was: 

Messieurs  Du  Bols,  Antonldea  and  Arondeus;  at  the  Ferry  to  York.  (TUf  att 
on  the  Brooklyn  side,  not  far  from  the  present  Fulton  Ferry.) 

N.  B.  The  meeting  of  these  deputed  ones  now  requested  Do.  Du  Boll.  ■■ 
President,  to  draw  up  an  indictment  of  the  written  complalnta  and  target  K^ 
f erred  against  Goetschius:  and  also  the  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Bar.  Gtairii  ^ 
Amsterdam,  that  thoae  B«v.  Qi«uV\%m%tL  may  be  Informed  abovt  thla  cut  rf 
Goatachlng. 
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etter  from  the  deputed  members  to  consider  the  Ooetschlni  cmse^  to  J.  H. 
tschins,  March  2,  1743,  in  answer  to  his  communication  of  Feb.  10,  1743. 
isterdam.  Vol.  xxii.  «16.) 

he  committee  harlng  again  assembled  on  Feb.  14th,  a  letter  was  handed  In 
n  joQ,  signed  Feb.  10,  1748,  whereto  this  serves  as  a  Christian  answer,  harlng 
n  preyented  from  answering  before. 

re  did  not  write  to  you,  in  our  communication  of  Jan.  81,  (1743),  with  the 
It  intention  of  making  known  to  yon  our  final  decision.  We  made  It  dear 
ugh.  howerer.  In  that  letter,  by  the  expressions  used,  that  we  had  not  yet 
ehed  a  conclusion,  and  therefore  we  said  that  we  would  assemble  for  further 
slderatlon  of  the  matter. 

lie  accusations,  to  which  you  seem  to  refer,  were  read  before  you,  and  yoa 
e  an  answer  to  them.  Why  should  we  give  you,  therefore,  any  extracts  of  the 
le,  except  for  ecclesiastical  purposes,  such  as  a  higher  Church-court,  before 
Ich  you  may  hare  to  defend  yourself,  If  affairs  so  require.  But  this  would 
'cr  serre  your  particular  aims  and  continued  separation;  and  our  action,  purely 
Icslastical  as  it  was,  was  at  your  own  request. 

t  grieres  us.  Indeed,  that  we  must  infer,  from  your  letter,  that  you  eren  now, 
9gt  without  reason,  speak  of  us  as  assembling  for  any  other  purpose  than  the 
Ifare  of  Ood*s  Church.  We  assert  that  that  Is  our  sole  aim.  It  is  la  no  wise 
'  Intention  to  enter  upon  a  paper-war  with  you.  We  know  no  Impartial  parties 
this  affair,  except  the  Key.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  to  which  we  stand  sul^ 
tinate.  Before  It  we  intend  to  present  your  case.  Nerertheless  If  you  are 
Ung  to  be  Influenced,  we  are  ready  to  appoint  a  time  and  place  for  meeting. 
le  H  tMT  from  us  to  assume  to  sit  as  Judges  in  your  case.  We  simply  intended, 
your  request,  to  act  in  an  ecclesiastical  manner,  after  hearing  both  parties.  A 
iond  time  an  Assembly  was  held  with  the  same  Intentions,  and  we  shall  prob- 
ky  hare  to  meet  hereafter,  until  we  shall  have  arrived  at  a  final  Christian 
dsion.  But  it  is  in  no  wise  our  design  to  bolster  up  Oit. —  stiffen  up)  any  one, 
any  unchristian  purpose,  whosoever  he  may  be. 

Heantlme,  we  would  say,  that  it  was  not  a  very  prudent  remark  in  your  letter 
accuse  in  writing,  (lit. —  with  your  pen),  members  of  your  own  congregation, 
berwlse  blameless,  of  being  ready  '*  to  fabricate  the  most  inhuman  lies,  and 
^rcss  them  upon  us;"  and  among  whom  you  still  expect  to  move  about  as  their 
rlstlan  leader.  Does  that  exhibit  a  '*  judgement  of  peace'*?  or  Is  that  the 
J  to  bring  your  affairs  to  a  desirable  end?  And  then,  moreover,  he  who  with 
t  a  little  composure,  considers  the  last  lines  of  your  letter,  must  understand 
i  biting  absurdity  of  the  same  only  too  clearly,  and  no  reasonable  man  would 
Dk  it  worth  Willie  to  answer  them. 

ind  have  not  such  expressions  sprung  from  an  unpardonable  misconception  of 
*  note  to  you  on  Jan.  81,  as  was  shown  above?  At  least,  when  did  we  speak 
Ood's  final  judgement  on  you?  Or  did  this  remark  of  yours  simply  serve  to 
lare  yourself  against  your  own  request,  that  you  do  not  Intend  to  obey  any 
leelastical  rules  whatever?  As  we  do  not  aim  for  anything  except  the  malnte- 
ice  of  the  Truth  and  of  genuine  godliness,  by  the  observance  of  all  proper 
les  of  the  Church  so  far  as  it  Is  possible  and  practicable  among  us,  to  the 
lor  of  God  and  the  extension  of  Christ's  Kingdom;  so  we  pray  also  that  God 
y  giTe  you  henceforth,  calmer  thoughts;  that  hereafter  you  may  not  use  such 
dtable  words,  which  serve  rather  to  Injure  than  to  benefit  your  case, 
iost  heartily  do  we  wish  that  a  spirit  of  long-suffering,  and  of  all  Christian 
idence,  which  are  so  becoming  a  person  whose  alms  are  right,  and  which  you 
^ally  need  to  keep  in  mind,  may  be  granted  you.  Praying  both  for  your 
jilcal  and  spiritual  welfare  In  all  respects,  we  remain.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant  in  the  Lord, 

G.  du  Bols,  y.  D.  11. 
In  the  name  of  the  Committee. 
ireh  %  174a. 
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Ecclesiastical  KscoBDe 


ZarmB  vboh  thx  Com^ittes  to  Mb.  Goetsohics,  Maech  I^ 
1743. 


(Vol.  xxii.  616.) 


«B  tbe  diSerPDco  between  you  ind  membfn  af  tbe  Cuotm 
rtc.  ntem  It   ncceiury  that  tbej  majr  act  In  onljr  u  cMH 
before  70U.   la   all   klDdnesa   Ibe  toilowlog  qnmlou 
><]   bf   fou  Id  a  ber:oiula(  anil   deflolte  mmiiBti-    1 


Ject   fourBelf,    <BDd  ti>  il«   w)    Immediately. 

0    tbe    EcclesIaBtlCBl    Itulei    of    Ibe    Mlcb   Behnal 
ChOKh, 'aeeonUoK  tV  Ibe   N'alloaal   Srood   ot  Dordrecbl,    1618.  10191 

X  An  run  wUllBf  to  lubucdlnale  j'oaraelC  to  tbe  Claaslt 
to  snbmtt  to  bar  MdeilaBtlcnl   declsloai,   not  ooly   bs   la   tbe  dlltenac**  t 
tMJ*  BOW  ortatn.  bvt  also  In  reCereace  to  thoie  vbl<:b  tdbj  hcruTler  trtn 


S.  Ai«  70s  willing  to  I 
'  nay  eomt  09  tor  coni.ldi 
Umply,.  tn  WTltlag,  tor  t 
to  tko  pov.  Clu«l>  of  Amiterdini 

&  AM  dHll7:    .Haie  too  erer 
to  a«t  Of  amr  otber  caBE»^tli>D 


10   make 

0  other  use  0 

(  tbe  compl 

«lcal   osra. 

either  to  the 

Canimltlee. 

TkO  CMUllttee  kittdl;  rrQiioBl  j-oii  to  HDJwer  tbese  foar  arllclei  In  «TtIIi(  U 
yon  kOBOr  do  thll,  M  that  you  twllj  a^cee  to  the  flrsl:  three  artlcltk  laS 
oa  aonmBM  tkaraof  in  wdtlns,  promlilnE  to  act  upon  them  CalthhlV: 
tue  Uommlttee  will  Immedlatel]-  furnlah  7011  witb  r  copy  nf  Ihe  rharrn  u 
toTwalBlod. 

The   Committee   consider    th1«   to   be    the    eccleBlnstleal    w»t    of   proeeJort.  ■»* 
bence  Tery  propw.     They  wllJ  therefore  eipect  yonr  concurrence  thereto  ihortj 
They  rtmaln,  after   Cbrlstlan   greeting.    Sir. 

Your   bonor'a  aerranta. 

O,   da  Boll. 
Id   tbe  name  of 
New  lark,  Hanb  ft  ITIS. 

Answer  of  J.  H.  Gtetschius  to  Committee's  Letter  of  March  9. 
1743.     (Vol.  xxii.   617.) 

(No  <l»te-) 


In  nnawer  to  tbe  letter  of  raur  Revereacea  of  the  9th  Init..  I  hare  UIMO 
not  (onnd  opportnnlty  10  wnste  lime  on  bo  unneceBRnrj-  a  matter. 

I  wODld  aak  yon.  In  Ihe  flrat  place,  i-Uat  I  am  to  no<!erst»nd  by  yonr  (ipm 
■Ion  — "  Dlflereneea  betwepn  you  and  ibe  member*  ot  the  Cooalalory^"  Ci» 
teacher  haye  member*  In  hli  Conslitory  who  bare  deserted  the  lerTl.^  o*  tl 
Cbnrch,    and    wbo   are    not.    therefore.   oSloers  of   the   chnreh? 

I   could  alao  moat   kindly   wish  far  you,   that  you   with   Oi1'<   graiiina  Urt 
ml^ht  eipcrleaee  a  revelation   of  Joat    whiit    you    are  dolnj.      Tbeo   penple  •*-, 
more  eagerly   llatea  to   you:    wbtln   they    woald   also  Ions   for  ■  dl IfereDE  tM  ■ 
eccle«la>tlcat    treatment    from    what    hna    hltherlo   beea    accorded    tbcm. 

I  alao  kindly  aak  you  to  Inform  me,  whether  yoa  have  possibly  ilnce  tbt  I 
■eetlnf,  recelTCA  a  CttmtnVaitaa  tiom  \^s  'R*-t,  CLassla,  to  which  yoa  detlafe  !< 
MlTM  NbOrtlBfttO.  rtuM  JW  no-w   cum*  tOTWMfc  -^ivai  «a^  tacbm. 
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To  the  flnt  order: 

I  also  kindlj  ask  joo,  whether  yon  hare  jet  ■nspended  Dot.  Dorsim  and  Fre- 
UBghnysen.  If  not,  then  my  subordination  holds  good  under  the  Acts  of  the  Synod 
of  Dort,  and  does  not  require  repetition,  as  the  fact  Is  already  declared  in  my 
promotion,  (ordination).  But  if  you  hare  suspended  them,  then  I  must  yet  ask, 
whether  you  hare  authority  to  subordinate  me,  to  receive  me,  and  to  engage 
me  to  do  etc.,  etc. 

I  ought  also  first  to  know  whether  the  Bey.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  would  be 
pleased  to  take  me  as  a  member  under  its  protection.  And  if  they  are  willing 
to  do  so,  then  I  am  not  obliged  to  render  any  account  to  you,  at  least  before,  and 
iialess,  you  receive  authority  to  act. 

To  the  third  order: 

I  do  not  recognise  you  as  a  Committee,  nor  as  judges,  nor  as  mediators.  But 
If  I  should  do  so,  would  you  really  be  impartial?  If  so,  then  I  might  still  be  at 
liberty  to  recognise  you  as  mediators.  But  if  you  will  not  inform  me  who  the 
Complainants  are,  and  what  are  the  Complaints  against  me;  and  thus,  undefendtMl, 
yoa  blacken  my  character  before  Classis,  then  undoubtedly,  the  Classis  will  finally 
giTe  Its  reward,  as  was  done  In  Domine  Frellnghuysen's  case. 

To  the  last: 

We  show  as  much  respect  as  your  Reverences  do,  when  we  put  such  questions 
to  you.  And  finally,  I  desire  that  you  would  sustain  your  own  conduct  by  a 
written  answer,  and  certify  to  me,  upon  what  basis  such  doings  as  yours  can  pass 
is  ecclesiastical  and  proper. 
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With  salutations,  I  remain. 


Your  Reverences'  willing  servant, 

J.  H.  Ooetschius,  V.  D. 
on  Long  Island. 


The  address  was: 

Mr.  O.  du  Bols, 

at  New  York. 

Charges  Formulated  against  Goetschius,  April  25,  1743. 

(Vol.  xxii.  616.) 

No.  7. 

The  principal  complaints  against  Rev.  Goetschius,  presented  to  the  Committee^ 
at  the  Ferry,  on  Feb.  14,  1743,  by  several  members  of  the  Consistory  and  by 
members  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  churches  of  Jamaica  and  New  Town,  on  Long 
Island,  were  as  follows: 

I.  That  Uev.  Goetscblus  seems  to  have  been  well  aware  that  Rev.  Dorsius 
had  no  authority  from  any  Classis  or  8ynod  in  Holland,  to  qualify  him  as  min- 
ister at  Jamaica,  on  Long  Island,  etc. 

Rev.  Goetschius  seems  to  have  been  very  equivocal  in  his  statements  on  this 
matter.  At  one  time,  he  seems  to  have  declared  that  Rev.  Dorsius  had  no  au- 
thority; but  at  another  time,  his  honor  maintained  the  opposite,  with  strong  ex- 
pressions: that  Rev.  Dorsius  had  authority  to  promote,  from  Rotterdam.  At 
still  another  time  he  admitted  that  Rev.  Dorsius  had  no  power  to  admit  any  one 
to  the  ministry  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  but  that  he  had,  in  the  Pruvtnce 
of  Pennsylvania.  Indeed,  Rev.  Goetscblus  said,  when  he  returned  last  fall  from 
a  visit  to  Rev.  Dorsius,  that  he  had  examined  the  papers  of  Rev.  Dorsius,  and 
that  he  could  not  find  that  he  had  any  power  to  promote  him;  yet  that  shortly 
after,   he  denied  that   he  had  said  so. 

And  even  as  Goetschius  seems  to  have  dissuaded  the  elders  at  Newtown  from 
listening  to  Rev.  Classis  and  their  orders,  because,  (as  Goetschius  said).  Rev.  Dor- 
sius held  his  power  from  the  Synod  of  North  and  South  Holland,  which  was  above 
a  Classis,  and  no  Classis  therefore,  could  call  Dorsins  to  account;  so,  (he  per- 
suaded them)  that  to  adhere  to  the  Church  Order  would  simply  be  to  erect  a  new 
kind  of  Popery;   and  that  such  Rules   were  only   Popish   fables. 

II.  That  Rev.  Goetschius  had  several  times  allowed  his  brother,  although  he 
▼as  not  yet  a  member  of  the  Reformed  (Dutch)  Church,  to  preach  publicly  be- 
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tm  tb«  MMnfatl*«i  thkt  h«  BulaUIaad  that  Ua  fanther'*  ptc«cu^  «u  lo*  1 
ton)  ■ceordlnf  to  AeU  U:  1.  &  aad  la  eoalMntUr  vtth  Cbarcn  Uw.  tiowtt  I 
W  ma  sat  jtt  a  mcmbet. 

Tkat  ka  kad  alas  tlinataacd  t»  rtmora  eartain  oaaa  ft>m  afflcc  who 
ban  <rf  CaB*litoi7,  tMcaoM  tbar  w«t«  acalaat  tha  tl(M  af  hii  brotbrr' 

That  ba  tad  alaa  aald  to  eaitala  BaBban  ot  tha  CouUMrj,  iiue  M  iM  1 
wantad  I*  UataD  t«  other  mtnlataM,  ttav  mlgbt  WKTt  "  ^srewdi.  Lode  [■i»i; 
for  thar  bad  baan  eoadnctliii  tbamaalvaa  Impiopatly  Cm  ibp»  ivcdit  jtri.  uu 
tbaj  who  wara  atalaat  bU  bntbaf'a  piaaeUng;  toak  onuasci  witit  bu  r 
the  Older  mlnlitan;  ttat  br  tbaae,   ba  wsnld  nat  ba  Judged.     Witb  t 
wanted  to  KO  betara  tha  Jndt«M**t-<Mat  ol  Ood,   wb«i    he    would   at  i 

lU.    Ttat   Bar.    Ooetaehlna,   accoidlnf  to  tha  IMIIiiiiiiij    of   aeTcnl  a 
tad  tancht,  ttat  ther  who  wonld  coma  to  tto  Laid'a  lopppr  niiut  lint  be 
of  thrir  rigaaaratloQ  aad  lalTadon;  but  ttat,  o>  tbo  otber  htaa.  t!»  oil  sir 
Iitan  waia  0BI7  aoft-aoaplac  abuara  (by  not  danuadlni  these  ttilngt.) 

IV.  Ttat  hla  hoDor  alao  aaaonica  ttat  do  one  can  pnj   "  The  Lord'i  Pttfti' 
aseapt  tta  tnly  racancnted;  ttat  wa  on^t  to  naba  the   cblldrea  acqmiiiul 
with  God,  aad  thea  th«r  thcnutlrca  wonld  prar  bom  the  aplcll:  ttal  ■  tan  tC    ' 
prajer  onlj  flowed  out  ol  the  month;  ttat  hla  own  pai«at*  bad  nude  Ua  imj  II 
that  war  ts  hla  jonth,  but  ttat  ta  waa  now  baaitllr  aorrr  far  It 

V.  That  Do.  OoetKhlna,  althoucb  Bar.  Doialna  had  no  sntborltr  lo  qulltr  Ua 
lor  the  nOnlatiy,  waa  narortheleaa  nnwUUnc  to  wait  far  the  adTiee  a(  •  da- 
nlttee,  or  for  the  deelMou  of  tta  CUaala  ol  Analartuni  bat  ttat  he,  tptUL 
tta  deeWoB  of  Ua  eldeia,  waa  dataral&ed  to  praadb  ai  tf  a  lawful  aiiltifr. 
at  enea,  and  to  admlnlatei  tta  BaetaBanta;  aad  ttat  ta  ret  codUdum  to  bepilw. 

TL  Ttat  Ber.  QoetaeblBB  bad  proelalBCd  pablletr  from  the  palpli.  tot  M** 
tba  colli  I  elation,  ttat  a   ballarer  evgbt  to  know  tta  time  and  hmr  asil  pbn 


Tbeaa  were  tha  principal  complalMi  eoUaeted  by  «a,  the  undenlcntd.  tna  tU 
aecnntlona  handed  In  asatntt  Mr.  OocticUoa.  Tber  are  all  from  aach  nn.  >m» 
ben  of  the  Conslstorj  and  Coasrcsatloni  Of  Qneena  Conatr.  who  are  the  lUKb 
defender*  of  the  Betarmed  Dutch  Church,  and  who  are,  lo  tar  u  we  kaow.  aa 
of  Dprlght  Htm. 

We,  therefore,  Inteud  to  bend  the  same  to  Kr.  Ooetichlitt,  that  he  toAj  tcdnt-  , 
aatlcallr  defead  blmielf  coueeriilns  them,  luaimnch  aa  be  baa  BnawaceC  •■ 
letter  of  Ibrch  9,   1T43.  and  hai  conaeoted  to  the  lame. 

eisned  br  the  Committee. 

Itaac  Brofcaar  O.  du  Bola,  Pia& 

Jeremla*  Remaen  T.  Antouldea 

Polkert  Folkeraen  J,  Arondena,  V.  D,  M, 

Albert  Coerten  Chiia.  Bancker 

Joliannea  Lott  Ab.  Tan  Wycb 
Breokelen,    at    the    Ferrr. 
AprU  SS.  lT4a. 

Report  on  the  Goetschias  Case,     April  26,  1748.     (Vd.  «u. 
617.) 

No.  8. 

The  adTlea  of  the  Committee  to  Ber.  J.  H.  QoetacUna,  and  to  tta  CBMMMki 
and  membera  of  the  Confrefattona  of  the  Betormed  Dntch  chaictaa  la  QaMi 
Conntr,  on  Long  laland,   upon  their  written  reqaeat  of  No*.  U.  1T4S. 

iDaamneh  aa  we,  the  anderalsned.  a»  a  Committee  of  onr  tanorad  OvriitaAi 
of  New  Tork  and  Klngi  Conntr  on  Lont  lalaod,  tare  sMt  ta««tlMr  leNMl 
timea  for  the  pnrpoae  of  eonanltlng  together.  In  reference  to  the  dlBanaca  bet*** 
Ber.  J,  H.  Ooetachlaa  on  the  one  aide,  and  the  Conalatoftaa  and  miBbwa  rf  M 
1  Dntdt  Chnicbca  ot  ()n««B  Qwmt.1, 1..  L,  on  tta  Mhai  rid^  wtm  IMt 
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^«m  reqn€it  of  Nor.  18»  1742;  for  the  purpose  of  giring  them  niltable  couniol 

advice  on  certain  points:  not  only  In  reference  to  the  promotion  of  Rot. 

"^Thlni  hy  Bey.  Dorslus,  but  also  In  reference  to  other  differences,  as  thes* 

Mre  fnllj  expressed  In  the  request  of  J.  H.  Goetschlns  himself: 
^d  Isaamueh  as  Ber.  Qoetschlus,  to  our  sorrow,  notwithstanding  his  own  wrlt- 

leqpsst,  has  separated  himself  from  us  erer  since  our  first  meeting;  and  up 
^%e  present  time  has  not  eren  answered  our  last  two  letters,  which  made  him 

redplent  of  the  written  complaints  brought  against  him,  and  admonished 
L   to  defend  himself  In  an  ecclesiastical  manner,  as  was  expressed  In  the  last 
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"fcetefore  this  paper  Is  Intended  to  serre  as  a  declaration  of  our  united  christian 
I  eedeslnstlcal  adTlce  to  Ber.  Ooetschlus  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  the  Con- 
iiiM  and  members  abore  referred  to,  on  the  other  hand,  after  our  mature 
tbarmtloa  of  all  the  facts  which  hare  come  before  ns^  In  the  matter  referred  to: 
r  ndrlee  Is  as  fOHows: 

aftODodh  as  It  has  not  at  all  appeared  to  us  that  Bey.  Dorslus  had  ecclesiastical 
tihorltj  frsm  any  Bjnod  or  Classls  In  Holland,  to  qualify  Ooetschlus  or  any 
ft  dat  for  the  ministry;  and  Inasmuch  as  we  are  posltlyely  assured,  of  this,  by  a 
titr  from  Mr.  Schlphout,  written  In  the  name  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam; 
t  tm  apeak  of  Ber.  Ooetschlus's  own  declarations,  that  It  seemed  as  If  Bey. 
niiM  had  not.  indeed,  full  power  to  promote;  therefore  we  adylse: 
L  That,  Inasmuch  as  we  shall  not  neglect  to  lay  this  whole  matter  concerning 
rr.  Ooetschlus,  and  his  Consistories,  etc,  as  It  has  come  before  us,  impartially 
leva  tlia  Ber.  Classls  of  Amsterdam. 

n.  We  eoQBsel  and  adylse,  with  all  urgency  and  In  the  kindest  manner,  that 
«»  Bar.  Ooetschlus,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  said  Consistories,  etc.,  on  the 
fear  Blde^  together  with  all  the  congregations  of  Queens  County,  allow  the 
feala  BMtter  to  rest  with  the  Bey.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  and  patiently  to 
■alt  their  dedalon;  and  then  to  act  entirely  In  accordance  with  It.  Meanwhile, 
a  earacatlj  admonish  you  In  a  Christian  way  toward  one  another. 
in.  That  aieanwhlle.  Bey.  Ooetschlus  simply  preach  in  an  orthodox  way,  with- 
M  administering  the  Bacramenta. 

IT.  That  the  elders  and  deacons  who  were  In  office  when  the  aboye-mentlonod 
was  handed   to  us,   faithfully  and  unceasingly   attend  to  their  official 


T.  And  oar  further  adylee  is,  that  the  election  In  which  he  (Ooetschlus?)  and 
■•  elder,  chose  new  members  of  the  Consistory  was  not  done  In  an  ecclesiastical 
Mj,  and  Is  therefore  wholly  Illegal. 

heboid,  friends!  such  Is  the  simple  ecclesiastical  adyice  which  we  glye  you, 
■  your  own  written  request,  and  In  subordination  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam. 
^  as  such,  we  urge  It  upon  you  all  on  both  sides  most  earnestly,  for  your 
'*^  highest  edification,  and  with  the  hope  of  seeing  you  all  again  at  peace  with 
^  other,  brought  about  In  a  Christian  way.  And  for  your  own  best  Interests 
^  beseech  this  of  Ood  In  Christ  for  you,  from  our  hearts^ 
<4s  the  eyldenee  of  the  truth  of  our  opinions,  on  all  the  foregoing,  this  Is  per- 
^ally  attested  by  all  tha  asderslgasd.* 

Isaac  Brokaar  O.  du  Bole 

Jeramlas  Bemsca  Y.  Antonldes 

Folkert  Folkertsea  J.  Arondeos,  Y.  D.  M. 

Albert  Coerten  Chris.  Bancker 

Johan  Lett  Ab.  yan  Wyck. 

v^nkelen,  at  the  Ferry, 
April  25,  1T48. 

C  t^  another  transUtloa  af  this  Beport  under  date  of  April  SB,  1748.) 

4S 


31  die  Oonsistorki  <£  Qobob  Ckmatj.     Braek- 
elen,  April  25.  1T43. 

A»  Ooutotortei  t€  Qmb*  Oiwirj    tktt  tker  prewnt  en 
•nd  uft  blB.  vteAv  felB  fc—ir  wUl  be  plnMd 


IB  a  ouidMftte  vHkace  ■Jiiiliilni  ilii^  the  Sacnmenti. 

will  do  M.  7*0  «II  lB««  OS  mMde  by  thmt  dedsioa. 

except  AB  a  wlnhger  ^sAifBcA.  ywi  win  then  tell  hlzn. 


i»  aK  b«t  tliat  jom  j— imJim  wS  ■■«  to  It  tbat  a  aennoa  li 
tkat  a  prater  ahaS  be  aAvaA:  mad  jvm  will,  fortlier. 
with  7<mr 
Im  the  name  d 


▲nrndena.  ▼.  D.  M. 
aO  tbia  tfreea  pefffectij  wkb  tba  gililpal  pftpcra,  and  thit 


^^      7 


»£  3J9T.  7.  H.  Qoetschius  to  the  Committee,  May  7, 1743. 

(Vol.  xxiL  61S.) 

AdTlaera: — 

ajtiit  ambK^  ^bUfatlona  again  to  addieaa  70a,  and  clre  70a  a  little 
,^^.jse  ibftmai^tai  In  reference  to  70V  proeednre  about  me  and  my 
«c*  t  jnuia  9^  o&e  70«  have  nerer  7et  looked  Into  the  real  canae  of  thMe 


ft^  t   vrti;    mi»c»t  as  aayardooable  blonder  that  70a  ahonld  feel  anrlered  t>«- 
wirKrfw  s?wtt  from  yon  after  that  first  meeting ,  when,  by  yoar  coa 
«.«  r*r*^  »  plainly  as  daylight,  that  yon  bad  anawered   and  aoked 
**       ^.    ^utM^L  fca  your  own  worda.  It  It  thna  expreaaed:       "  Having  t*- 
*             j^<i««OM  ♦Kb":— N.   B.   "having  acted  "— In   perfect   tense,   "  tlils 
. ww^  -^  V    B.   "the   conclualon ".      Now   do    you    think    I   know 


It  la  **  conclnalon  ",  a  doalng.  or  flnlahlng  np  of  ■  mst- 
if  "*.  la  the  perfect  tense,  ahowa  aa  clear  aa  annllght.  that 
'*    *^  H^m^^fft  '•S'  itijoeat  wat  anawered. 

^  ***  Mihl«r  meeting  was  held,   (according  to  yonr  own   worda  as  ther 

r^t.ii.v«tton  of  Jan.  81st,  to  my  Consistory.)  upon  the  **  re^iue-s:  ' 


IT  r^  ,v«»»'t.ii.vatlon 


^B(i«r  b«w  long  yon 

^^"•^  "^         ,  Pl«*4  ap  '*  ^^^  ■*™*  ^^^  ^  **  conclusion  ".     On  such  an  tr- 

■LH  !■'• «  ^"^mJcbi  b<4d  »  meeting  a  score  or  more  of  years  hereafter.  If  any 

v^iarti'  '**-"!I^  avong  ns.  In  order,  still  further,  to  advise,  conclud<?.  onler. 

^i^!«^  ****   M»e  oM  "le^o***" .  although  long  since  anawered:  and  If  I  dl*? 

eN-    "f*  '^^  *^*H»  *mA  fault  with  me,  because,  **  It  waa  contrary  to  my  own 

w^:**  '*^^'T»-j  Ttrr  aahandaoBWly  In  considering  those  who   signed  that  rv- 
Yoa  haw  •'■^.^^  oartlea.  and  to  Intimate  that  the  Conalttory 

^^^^'^^ii  •*  to  ma.     I  bad  held  heretofore  a  better 


MM  ?*♦  •fi**'^  trtr^  ^^  baowa  that  we  were  unanlmooi  !■ 

^—  —      YM 
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■Iciilnf  that  request.  The  opposite  partf  did  not  wign  It  at  aU.  811^  were  John 
Polhemluf,  formerly  an  elder,  deposed  in  Newtown.  And  hare  not  those  who  hare 
become  opponents  since  that  time,  gone  out  of  the  Coosistory,  and  hence  art 
separated  from  those  who  made  the  '*  request "  (for  thint  meeting)?  For  this,  I 
hare  to  thank  yon.  But  by  the  grace  of  Gtod,  who  has  helped  os  hitherto,  the 
Consistory,  as  well  as  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  still  stand  by  me,  and  are  kindly 
disposed  toward  me  in  all  Christian  fellowship,  and  gtre  no  heed  to  eril  counsels. 

You  haye,  indeed,  set  no  limits  to  the  time  within  which  I  should  answer 
your  last  two  letters.  I  considered  it  my  duty  not  to  answer  the  ilrst  one,  In 
order  to  spare  your  grey  heads  and  great  age.  The  last,  I  answered  as  time  and 
opportunity  permitted.  Yet  why  should  I  hare  answered  It,  since  *' my  written 
reply  "  is  considered  by  you,  (according  to  your  communication  of  March  1.  1742/S 
(1743)  as  **  a  paper  war  *\  In  which  you  do  not  propose  to  engage  with  me.  But 
the  grlerous  charge  (made  against  me),  it  seems  you  are  desirous  of  keeping  cor- 
ered  up  and  secret.  For  you  know  full  well  that  if  an  opportunity  were  glren  me 
of  answering  it,  you  would  consider  it  quite  unnecessary  to  present  it  to  your 
Hon.  Classis,  because  it  would  tend  to  favor  Mr.  Ooetschlus;  but  this  Is  not  your 
object  according  to  the  second  article  of  the  action  of  Dtc  6,  (1742). 

I  need  not  defend  the  authority  of  the  Rer.  Mr.  Dorsius^  You  are  aware  of 
what  has  been  published  on  that  matter.  It  Is  of  no  consequence  whether  you 
are  satisfied  about  it  or  not.  You  are  not  called  to  inyestigate  that.  You  were 
only  asked  about  the  matter  of  my  promotion  (ordination),  and  about  which,  up 
to  the  present  time,  you  have  taken  no  definite  action,  except  some  '*  mumblings  " 
concerning  It.  As  I  read  oyer  your  articles  of  adyice,  I  am  astonished  at  their 
general   tenor,    which   exhibits   such   insipid   contradictions. 

I.  Is  not  the  first  article  (of  April  25,  1743),  an  offer  tending  to  urge  on  the 
opponents,  and  no  advice  at  all?  And  Is  It  not  contrary  to  your  preyious  action? 
And  does  it  not  show,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  you  are  not  wlillng  to  do  anything 
that  may  be  in  favor  of  Mr.  Goetschius?  Although  you  call  yourselves  im- 
partial, yet  he  who  seeks  my  ruin  is  my  adversary  and  you  declare  In  your  com- 
munication of  March  1,  (1743)  "  We  know  of  no  impartial  parties  In  this  affair 
except  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  **  ;  but  you,  certainly,  are  not  the  Classis, 
are  you?  Also  the  words — "Not  neglect",  etc.  without  being  asked  to  do  that, 
show  your  Inability  to  act  Impartially.  And  since  also  you  did  not  let  me  know 
the  accusations,  how  could  you  refer  to  your  act  as  **  mature  deliberation  "  ? 

II.  And  as  to  the  Second  Article:  How  can  that  be  "  advice  '*,  without  con- 
tradicting Article  Three?  Indeed,  your  own  special  advice  to  the  dissatisfied 
party,  is,  to  adhere  to  the  Classls,  and  patiently  await  their  decision;  and  to  act 
toward  others  in  a  (Thrlstlan  manner: — While  at  the  same  time  they  want  to 
turn  a  minister  into  a  mere  candidate,  and  rob  him  of  his  right  to  administer 
the  Sacraments:  they  express  suspicions  of  his  sincerity,  (as  does  Art.  Ill);  and 
would  appoint  —  in  the  place  of  him  who  had  been  called  In  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  preach  twice  upon  every  Lord's  Day,  according  to  Church  custom,  as 
my  call  plainly  states  —  would  appoint  a  mere  Reader,  and  thus  prevent  him  (the 
minister)  from  performing  the  service  of  Ood  with  his  congregation;  and  would 
call  such  "  Reading  **,  which  would  be  done  only  In  unchristian  spite,  "  devotions  **, 
and  the  "  real  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  regularly  called  minister  '*,  and 
thus  hinder  all  devotion  in  the  people.  In  their  distracted  attention;  and  unto 
the  allowance  of  all  of  which,  the  minister,  (or  according  to  your  unwholesome 
(lit.—  unsalted)  language,  the  Candidate)  must  be  earnestly  admonished  by  those 
whom  you  style  '*  Consistory-men  '*,  but  who  openly  despise,  neglect  ^nd  destroy 
aP  public  worship: —  I  am  sure  that  if  the  Hon.  Classls  were  informed  of  the 
truth  of  such  monstrous  doings,  they  would  have  a  hearty  contempt  for  them,  and 
oppose  them.  Is  such  a  state  of  affairs  compatible  with  II  Article  of  your  record, 
which  closes  with  such  words  as  "  edification  ",  "  best  interests  **,  etc.,  and  where 
you  express  the  wish  for  "  peace  and  prosperity  "?  If  I  stood  In  such  shoes,  I 
would  not  dnre  to  utter  such  words,  and  least  of  all  to  use  that  expression  '*  "Wm 
beseech  this  of  Ood  In  Christ  for  you  '*. 

III.  And  on  looking  over  Article  III,  (I  ask)  Does  it  not  entirely  overthrow 
Article  II.     Would  the  course  you  there  prescribe  be  "  awaiting  the  dedilon  of 
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the  Classls  '*?    Do  jon  desire  to  see  me  falthleesly  riolate  my  Mtb,  mj  ctll  urf 
mj  conscience? 

IV  and  V,  The  slanderous  language  Inspired  by  partisanship  shows  ltM){  eoly 
too  clearly.  If  yon  call  It  nneccleslastical  and  Illegal,  after  harlng  called  oi 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  choose  elders  and  deacons,  in  accordance  with  Clinrtk 
Order,  with  only  one  elder,- when  there  are  no  more: — (and  girlng  this  out  la  tke 
form  of  **  adylce  *\  when  It  Is  In  reality  a  **  judgement "  without  a  heaiinc  h 
surely  untimely  and  partial): — yet  would  you  on  the  other  hand  allow  those  aftls 
to  enter  upon  their  offices  who  have  deserted  the  service  of  the  church;  who  hkn 
repudiated  the  source  from  which  they  recelyed  their  ordination;  wIuk  after  sfta 
exerclalng  their  duties,  hare  basely  abandoned  their  offlee;  who  case  thoi- 
selyes  to  my  house  to  present  their  resignations,  to  the  grief  of  the  whole  Chud 
of  Jesus  Christ: — (I  ask,)  Would  yon  allow  such  as  these  again  to  aasoae  tidr 
office,  without  at  least  making  confession,  or  showing  some  slgna  of  pcatteset; 
or  without  being  re-elected  and  having  their  names  announced?  Jnat  bceuR 
they  happened  to  find  out,  that  in  their  former  positions,  (at  elden^,  they  eoiU 
oppose  me  more  violently,  and  according  to  your  counsels,  giro  me  more  gritf? 
Now  what  do  you  think  of  our  little  Sacramental  House?  Do  you  and  those  wht 
seek  your  advice,  consider  It  a  mere  tavern  or  brothel,  wlilch  can  lie  cnteied  or 
left  according  to  any  one's  whim?    I  hope  not  I 

And  now  In  looking  at  the  names  of  the  subscribers,  I  am  led  to  adk,  Wkit 
Tight  has  the  second  one  to  Judge  about  the  doctrine  and  life  of  a  preselcr! 
Wliat  bualness  has  Isaac  Brokaw,  my  avowed  enemy,  who  belongs  indeed  to  07 
congregation  of  Newtown,  to  be  my  judge?  Why  are  there  two  from  Boshwld 
and  none  from  Gravesend?    Where  is  the  elder  from  Flatbosli,  etc? 

I  therefore  kindly  request  yon  to  allow  me  to  make  a  reply  to  the  acciuitltoi 
against  me,  before  they  are  sent  to  the  Hon.  Claasls;  in  order  that  your  judfeaot 
and  the  responsibility  for  which  you  will  be  held  accountable  before  the  Hlghat 
Tribunal  may  not  be  too  heavy  upon  you,  and  that  your  reputation  aa  htsHt 
men  may  not  be  discredited  still  more. 

I  conclude  with  the  sincere  wish  that  the  God  of  all  troth,  who  dwells  bi  Bfit 
inaccessible,  may  open  your  eyes,  so  that  before  you  go  thither,  yos  D17 
repent  of  what  you  have  done  In  this  business  both  to  those  who  see,  both  to  tb« 
(spiritually)  dead  and  to  the  living;  and  beneath  all  which  evils  Zlon  groans. 

With  best  withes,  I  remain. 

Yours, 

J.  H.  Goetschlus,  V.  D.  M. 
Jamaica,  May  7,  1743. 

P.  8.  In  case  you  do  not  allow  me  to  know  who  are  my  accusers,  and  what 
are  their  accnsatlons,  then  be  kind  enough  to  place  this  my  letter,  written  witb 
my  own  band.  In  the  back  of  the  Accusation-Book,  In  order  that  those  who  rfid 
the  one,  may  also  read  the  other. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Wys. 

1742,  Nov.  27th.  Art.  4,  ad.  5.  T>etter(s)  from  Key.  Vys: 
from  Curacao,  Vieira,  Gale;  from  J.  Pakringa;  from  Pariinaribo, 
and  Klein,  remain  likewise  recommended  to  the  Depp,  ad  res 
Exteras.    xii  40. 
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Ohttech  of  New  Yokk. 

Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  March  11,  1748. 
Great  Coneistory  held. 

I.  The  following  matter  was  presented  to  the  meeting: 
Whether  they  saw  fit  to  leave  to  the  Ruling  Consistory  to  make 
contract  with  the  freeholders,  P.  Bussing  and  Benjamin  Corssen, 
on  the  Manor  of  Fordham,  concerning  their  right  in  the  Commons 
there,  so  that  a  certain  number  of  acres  should  be  set  off  to  them, 
reaching  to  their  farms,  and  they,  on  the  other  hand,  should  sign 
off,  forever,  their  right  in  the  Commons.  The  Meeting  com- 
mitted the  whole  matter  to  the  prudent  management  of  the  Rul- 
ing Consistory. 

XL  Thereupon  the  Ruling  Consistory  appointed  Antony  Rut- 
gers, Ab.  Van  Wyck,  Pieter  Louw  and  Elbert  Haering  a  Com- 
mittee to  treat  with  the  said  freeholders  on  the  matter,  and  make 
report  to  the  Consistory  of  their  arrangements  with  them. 

m.  It  was  thought  good  that  the  following  Articles  should 
hereafter  be  observed: 

1.  As  often  as  the  Consistory  shall  hereafter  meet,  whether 
of  Ministers  and  Elders  only,  or  of  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons, 
with  or  without  the  Church  Masters,  the  Church-Book  shall  al- 
ways be  brought  or  sent  into  the  Meeting,  so  that  every  one  may 
see  what  has  been  done  in  the  previous  meetings  of  Consistory. 

2.  No  Resolution  or  Order  of  the  Consistory  shall  hold  good, 
unless  it  be  written  down  in  the  Church-Book. 

3.  Nothing  shall  be  written  in  the  Church-Book  by  the  Presi- 
dent or  the  Clerk,  before  the  same  has  been  read  to  the  Consistory 
in  session  and  approved  by  a  majority  of  votes. 

4.  Whenever  anything  is  presented  through  the  President  to 
the  Consistory,  in  an  ecclesiastical  manner,  by  a  member  of  the 
congregation,  or  when  a  member  of  the  Consistory  in  his  place 
brings  forward  any  matter  before  the  Meeting,  those  who  are 
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opposed  shall  modestly  slate  their  reasons,  for 
wbat  is  approved  by  the  majority  shaJl  then  be  held  as  fixed  and 
Resolved  upon. 

IV.  rinally  it  was  ordered  that  Mr.  Hardenbroek  should  W» 
inatnictions  in  writing,  by  which  to  govern  himself  as  Oversea 
of  the  Manor.     This  waa  done  and  runs  as  followa: 

Bdlzs  fob  thi  Govkbnment  of  th«  Masob  of  Foedhaji. 
Maroh  11,  1743. 

Whereas,  Mr.  Qerardus  Beekman  has  died,  and  it  is  necessuy 
to  appoint  a  proper  person  in  hia  place,  to  have  the  oversight  of 
the  Manor  of  Fordhara  and  the  Church-Grounds  belonging  lo  \k» 
Consistory:  and  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Abel  Hardenbroek  waa  ip-, 
pointed  some  time  ago,  but  has  not  yet  received  any  written  orderi, 
the  Coneistory  has  approved  these  "  Instructions ",  which  ira 
hereby  now  put  in  execution: 

The  Consistory  appoints  Jlr.  Abel  Hardenbroek  for  this  yeu^ 
to  run  from  this  day,  and  for  so  many  years  longer  as  the  €<«• 
History  of  the  Dutch  Congregations  at  "New  York  ahaU  ipproTe, 
to  have  the  oversight  of  the  Manor  of  Fordham,  and  the  firm* 
therein  which  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be  leased  by  the  Coa- 
ristory;  also  of  certain  Cburch-Crounda,  lying  in  the  City  of 
New  York,  (according  to  a  list  to  be  given  him),*  already  leued 
or  still  to  be  leased:  viz., 

1.  He  shall  diligently  collect  all  the  rents  of  the  tenent*  m 
the  Manor  and  the  Church  lots  in  the  City,  aa  near  the  time 
they  are  dne  as  possible,  and  shall  immediately  pay  them  over  to 
the  Elders  of  the  Reformed  Congregations  aforesaid. 

2.  He  shall  carefully  see  to  it,  that  all  the  conditions  of  tbe 
leases  are  observed  by  all. 

3.  He  shall,  at  least  twice  a  year,  and  as  miich  oftener  as  tha 
Consistory  may  deem  necessary,  to  repair  to  the  Manor,  and  \oti 

•  Tk«M  KfH,  at  ImM   1b  put,  to  tb*  HupcndlBf  IMt,  NMlvad  br  wU  iMM 
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around  and  learn  whether  any  encroachment  or  injury  has  occur- 
red, not  only  by  the  residents  thereon,  but  by  any  other  person; 
and  if  anyone  shall  be  found  transgressing  in  anything  belonging 
to  the  Consistory,  to  the  injur)r  of  the  Manor,  or  to  any^  condi- 
tions in  any  lease,  he  shall  inunediately  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
Consistory  aforesaid,  that  provision  may  be  made. 

In  satisfaction  of  your  trouble  in  the  foregoing  duties,  the 
iElders  will 

1.  Pay  you  sixteen  pence  in  the  pound  of  what  money  you 
collect. 

2.  They  will,  moreover,  give  you  ten  shillings  for  each  joumej 
to  the  Manor — there  being  two  journeys  per  year  to  be  made 
bj  you  for  the  execution  of  all  that  is  expressed  in  the  above 
three  Articles.  Apart  from  the  execution  of  these  Articles  the 
Consistory  shall  not  be  bound  to  pay  these  ten  shillings. 

S.  Meanwhile,  if  any  unexpected  difficulties  should  arise,  on 
account  of  which  the  Consistory  should  judge  it  necessary  that 
more  journeys  should  be  made  to  the  Manor,  the  Consistory  will 
further  decide  what  more  should  be  paid  for  the  expenses  of  such 
journeys. 

In  the  name  and  authority  of  the  Consistory, 

G.  Du  Bois,  p.  t  President 

Church  of  New  Yobk. 

New  York,  March  22,  1743. 

Consistory  meeting,  of  Elders,  Deacons  and  Church  Masters, 
held. 

1.  The  committee  to  contract  with  P.  Bussing  and  Benjamin 
Corssen,  as  freeholders  on  the  Manor  of  Livingston,  reported 
that  they  had  agreed  with  them.  In  this  the  Consistory  acqui- 
esced, and  further  Resolved,  That  the  same  Committee  shall  see 
to  the  measuring  of  the  acreage  allowed  to  the  freeholders,  and 
cause  the  writing  thereof,  and  the  whole  agreement  to  be  drawn 
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up  by  Mr.  J.  Chambers;  and  tbeaa,  when  approved  by  the  Cot- 
aistory  shall  immediately  execute  the  same  to  the  freeholden. 

2.  Also  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  shall  make  an  agreement 
with  de  Gree  and  Valentyn,  residing  on  the  ICanor;  and  also  with 
Jaoob  Lent,  to  rent  to  him  both  places  for  one  farm,  for  firo 
pounds  yearly,  for  a  term  of  seven  jeaxs,  and  <»ioe  again,  for  i 
like  tenn. 

BXY.  Ms.  COLOAJS  TO  THE  SsOBETABT  OF  SOOIXTT  VOB  'PwOFimJ' 

UfQ  THX  Gbospxi.. 

BeTerend  Sir: 

Our  Church  here  Is  1b  a  floulahlaa  cmiSIUm  ker  1^ 

depressed  of  Ists  by  those  cloods  of  error  *  enihvsUns  whick  hmac  ■•  hmiOf 
about  her,  hss  la  effect  tended  to  her  greater  lllastratlon  ft  cte>7* 

If  the  Society  would  be  pleased  to  order  me  some  small  tiacta,  wadk  if  Hi 
trial  of  Mr.  Whitfield's  splHt;  An  Encllshman  directed  In  tba  choice  sf  kb  It- 
Uglon,  Bishop  StUUiiffleet's  Unreasonableness  of  sepaiatioa  etc 

I*m  yonr  most  sbedlcBt  etc 

Thos.  Colfi& 
—  Doc  Hist.  M.  T.  Vol  UL  p.  Itt 

AOTS  OF  THX  ClASSIS  OF  AlCSTSBDAJC. 

Hoevenberg. 

1743,  April  let.  Art.  4.  Rev.  Daniel  Augustas  de  liege,  tnd 
F.ggo  Tonkens  van  Hoevenberg,  S.S.  Minister!  Candidati,  had 
been  appointed  by  the  Noble  Estimables,  the  Messrs.  Directors  of 
the  Chartered  Society  of  Suriname,  as  ministers  for  that  colony. 
The  Eev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  read  certain  minutes,  from 
which  such  facts  appeared  to  this  Assembly.  The  certificates  of 
these  gentlemen,  with  reference  to  their  church  membership  and 
licensure,  were  also  read  and  found  in  order.  Thereupon  this 
Assembly  made  their  calls  ecclesiastical,  and  admitted  said  gentle- 
men to  the  final  examination  in  the  presence  of  the  High  Eer. 
Deputatus  Synodi  N.  HoUandiae,  Com.  Houthof,  after  they  had 
preached  on  the  texts  assigned  them.    xiL  43. 
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0lAB8I8  OV  AlCSTXBDAM. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York, 

April  9,  1748.     No.  47. 

Rer.  Blrs  and  Brethren  In  Christ:  Although  we  hare  received  no  letters  from 
Ton  for  some  time  past,  we,  neyerthelesSp  do  not  cease  to  be  on  the  alert  for 
the  best  Interests  of  yourselres  and  churches  in  those  lands.  Last  year  BAr. 
Arondeus  was  sent  as  pastor  of  the  chnrch  of  Midwoat.  We  hare  heard  of  his  safe 
arrlTal  from  the  newspapers,  and  from  other  sources  we  hare  learned  of  his  ac- 
eeptablllty.  We  were  intending  to  forward  this  letter  with  the  Minutes  of  the 
Synod  of  North  Holland,  held  last  year  at  Amsterdam,  bj  a  no  less  worthy  man, 
irlfto  was  somewhat  inclined  to  senre  the  church  of  New  York  in  the  Gospel;  but 
to  our  grief,  this  did  not  succeed.  We  are  now  looking  for  another.  ICay  the 
I«ord  raise  up  such  a  one  for  us.  During  the  past  jear,  our  church  has  been 
bereft  of  her  pastor,  Mr.  Bakker.    Te  his  place,  Mr.  Herman  Bngelberta 

IMS  succeeded,  who  was  preylously  settled  at  Delft. 

Wheneyer  jou  require  our  serrlces  or  adylce  In  anrthlng,  be  kind  enough  to  let 
OS  know,  and  as  far  as  possible  we  will  comply.  As  to  the  rest,  we  desire  that 
tko  IiOid*8  most  precious  blessing  maj  rest  upon  your  persons,  upon  jour  im- 
portant ministrations,  upon  the  congregations  entrusted  to  you,  and  all  who  are 
jroon,  la  the  richest  measure. 

Rer.  Sirs,  we  are 

(Ne  signature  In  Book.) 
▲aseterdam,  April  9,  174S. 

Chitbch  of  Nkw  Yobk. 
Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  April  11,  1743. 

Consistory  held.  The  writings  on  both  sides  between  the  Con- 
sistory and  Bussing  and  Benjamin  Corssen,  concerning  the  evacu- 
ating of  land  on  the  Manor,  were  read  and  approved;  and  the 
President  was  directed  to  sign  the  same  and  affix  the  seal  thereto. 

It  was  reported  also  that  agreement  had  been  made  with  Jacob 
Lent  he  should  have  the  place  of  Valentyn  and  de  Gree  for  five 
pounds  per  year,  he  having  consented  that  Valentyn  should  re- 
main there  for  this  year. 

The  President  was,  moreover  directed  to  prepare  an  answer,  at 
the  first  opportunity,  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Schelluien,  minister  at 
Amsterdam,  to  the  Consistory. 
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Classis  07  Amstebdaic 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Bevs.  Boel^  Mutzelius  and  Mancins,  to  the  daasis  of 
Amsterdam.     Dated  April  14/25,  1743.     xxii.     613. 

▼ery  Rer.,  pioat»  learned  and  bighlj  cateemed  Fatheva  and  Bvetlircs  la  Chriit:^ 

We  perceiTe  with  aatUfactlon  that  yomr  eateemed  letter  of  Nor.  1T88^  C^andil 
to  US  in  Not.  1740),  not  onlj  approTea  our  aeal  in  the  friendly  exehaage  of  co^ 
reapondence  with  yonr  ReT.  body,  bat  also  honora  onr  commnnlcatlon.  (1b  whlck 
we  argued  aa  to  what  ia  neceaaary  In  our  church),  with  the  declarAtkm  that  70* 
will  at  all  timea  gladly  anawer  ua.  In  our  former  letter  we  reminded  yen  that  tit 
gentlemen  who  are  for  the  Coetua,  conceal  from  ua  their  reeaone  for  It.  We  r*- 
queated,  therefore,  that  we  might  receive  theae  from  you,  mad  haTe  enforced  tkli 
with  our  reaaona,  drawn  from  the  former  letter  of  your  own  Rot.  body.  Bov 
rlghteoua  our  compialnta  are  relatlre  to  (your)  not  aei^ding  na  the  Acta  of  StupI 
appeara,  we  hope  from  our  former  letter.  If  It  be  only  an  empty  aarmlae  of  oar 
own,  or  if  it  be  a  demonatrated  truth,  that  the  gentlemen,  (at  leaat  aome  of  theai. 
especially  the  principal  leadera),  hare  for  their  object  the  renunciation  of  all  ODb* 
ordination,  we  leave  contentedly  to  your  wiae  and  prudent  Claaalcal  jodgenott. 
referring  with  all  auitable  deference  to  the  remarka  before  made. 

We  would  here  add  that  the  gentlemen  in  favor  of  a  Coetna»  received  la  t^ 
fall  of  1740  the  conaent  of  your  Rev.  body  to  the  formation  of  a  Coetoa  under  e» 
tain  condltiona.  Notwitbatanding,  in  the  apring  of  1741,  domlne  Doraloa  ai  pral- 
dent,  and  domlne  Frelinghuysen  aa  addreaaer  and  clerk,  acknowledged  In  their  eiU 
(In  Latin)  on  Mr.  Qoetacbiua,  that  the  Prcabyterian  Synod  In  Philadelphia  had  li- 
censed him  aa  a  candidate.  Thia  Synod,  aa  alao  that  of  New  Haven,  or  whaterer 
other  body,  composed  of  Rngllah  diaaentera,  are  declared.  In  the  former  letteit  of 
your  Rev.  body  in  the  correspondence  relative  to  domlne  Boehm  and  John  Yaa  Drlct- 
aen,  to  have  no  relation  with  our  church.  And  they  both,  upon  the  very  respectable 
testimonial  of  that  Synod,  (aa  they  term  it),  after  aome  further  Inatructlon,  ezas- 
Incd  him  finally  (peremptorily),  and  ordained  him  aa  miniater  of  Jamaica  and  Loif 
Island.  But  domlne  Boel  decidedly  opposed  this  aa  unlawful,  according  to  tbe 
remarka  in  the  classical  letter  of  the  former  year,  1740,  concerning  the  Synod  of 
Dort.  Still  domlne  Du  Bols  approved  the  ordination  begun  by  the  diaaentera,  aiil 
advanced  by  Doraius  and  Frelinghuysen,  and  aa  a  public  teatlmony  of  this,  b« 
allowed  Mr.  Goetschius  to  preach  publicly  in  hia  church  at  New  Harlem.  He  §!▼« 
as  a  reason,  the  curiosity  of  many  to  hear  him.  Then  alao  domlne  Do  Bola  acted 
with  domlne  Aoondeus  about  Mr.  Qoetacbiua  without  mentioning  the  letter  from 
Classls.  Domlne  Frelinghuysen  alao,  in  hia  preface  to  the  publlahed  aermoa  of  Mr. 
Goetschius,  (Jan.  12,  1748),  used  these  words:  that  he  la  ready  and  williDg  to 
demonstrate  the  lawfulness  of  that  ordination,  but  that  domlne  I>oralua  alone  wu 
adequate  to  Ita  defence.  He  also  aaya  that  if  Mr.  Qoetachloa  ahould  be  stmt 
out  of  the  church,  he  could  as  well  preach  in  bama,  or  under  the  open  aky  ai  la 
the  church,  as  several  of  his  brethren  in  this  country  had  done  before  him. 

Reverend  Classla.  It  was  so  with  Mr.  Whitefield,  (of  whom  something  may  ^ 
found  in  what  is  quoted  and  remarked  by  Rev.  Kulenkamp,  In  hia  aecoad  book 
against  the  Hermhuttera,  pp.  269,  270),  who  waa  condemned  by  the  Blahop  in  Ear 
kind.  He  came  here  in  1789-40,  and  waa  rejected  by  the  Kpiaeopal  miniater  here, 
domlne  Vesey.  who  waa  commlaaary,  over  all  the  churches  in  thia  province.  He 
was  refused  permission  alao  by  me,  (domlne  Boel),  to  preach  In  the  Dutch  Chvch 
In  New  York,  aa  being  against  the  charter,  aa  he  did  not  belong  to  ua.  Thia  wtf 
also  done  on  account  of  hia  fanatlclam.  He  waa  afterward  found  Inclined  toward 
the  Hermhuttera,  and  to  other  irregular  movementa;  and  laatly,  becauae  he  vu 
condemned  by  the  Engliah  Blahop,  and  rejected  by  the  Bplacopal  Ohur^  here.    Ia 

thia  step  I  was  approved  by  the calmly  refecting,  and  by  the  aii- 

Jority,  aa  well  aa  by  the  moat  reapectable  of  the  Splaoopal  Cknreh,  with  tketr 
mlnlateni.  In  the  meantime,  it  happened  that  domlne  Dn  Bola.  and  domlne  Frettag- 
huyaen,  (the  latter  IkavVng  «\\ow^  ^x.  '^^niWa^V^^  \ft  vctaek  to  hia  eongregatloB  il 
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Raiitan),  and  the  dissenting  minister  here,  went  In  company  with  Mr.  Whltefleld 
out  of  the  cit7  of  New  York,  Into  the  open  fields,  to  hear  him  preach.  They  also 
went  np  with  him  on  the  stage  erected  for  him,  and  sat  down  behind  him.  This  was 
to  the  gratification  of  many  In  the  congregation  of  New  York,  who  were  embittered 
against  domlne  Boel.  Farther,  It  Is  best  yosr  Rey.  body  should  be  acquainted  with 
the  fact  that  domlne  Dorslus  has  posltWely  declared,  that  he  will  not  be  subject  to 
the  Classls  of  Amsterdam.  Yes,  he  has  eyen  written  under  his  own  hand  to  domlne 
Boehm,  that  he  Is  Inyested  with  full  power,  as  Inspector  of  the  Pennsylyanla  Ger- 
man Reformed  churches,  and  has  stated  before  the  multitude  that  domlne  Boehm 
la  not  a  lawfully  ordained  minister.  Of  this  domlne  Boehm  can  glye  more  particu- 
lar Information. 

Yon  haye  the  goodness  to  write  that  you  now  send  to  us  a  copy  of  the  reasons, 
glTen  by  those  in  fayor  of  the  erection  of  a  Coetus.  But  the  enclosed  copy  of  a 
tetter  of  domlne  Reltsma,  sent  to  us,  bears  the  name,  and  Is  Indeed  only  a  copy  of 
the  articles  for  erecting  a  Coetus.  Hence  the  particular  request  sent  by  us  to 
yon  has  not  been  fulfilled.  But  how  do  Articles  three  and  four  agree  with  what 
has  been  related  of  Mr.  Whltefleld  and  Mr.  OoetschlusT  And  how  does  Article  four 
about  aubordination  agree  with  Article  ten,  that  they  are  to  transmit  not  the  mere 
datngi,  but  a  letter  approyed  by  the  Coetus,  respecting  the  situation  of  the  churches 
In  thla  country.  We  gaye  our  opinion  on  Article  fiye.  In  our  last.  In  what  Is  said 
by  the  friends  of  the  Coetus  concerning  a  regular  manner,  we  humbly  request  the 
decision  of  your  Rey.  Classls.  If  that  mean  simply  a  majority  In  the  yote  of  the 
consistory, —  must  then,  whateyer  Is  so  recorded  be  acknowledged  and  unlyersally 
obeyed  as  (law),  or  only  that  which  Is  In  accordance  with  fundamental  ecclesiasti- 
cal law?  For  example,  If  the  consistory  should  be  requested  to  decide  by  yote, 
whether  a  man  should  be  allowed  to  preach  In  our  church,  whether  he  had  a  law- 
fai  calling  or  not. 

Article  6l  N.  B.  The  adylce  of  your  Rey.  body  shall  be  taken  In  matters  of  Im- 
portance, In  which  your  Judgment  Is  to  be  submitted  to.  According  to  this  Article, 
In  an  differences,  your  adylce  is  to  be  obeyed.  How  many  a  church-member  Is 
nnable  to  write  to  the  Rey.  Classls!  Who  shall  help  him  In  this,  when  all  must  be 
bound  to  the  Coetus,  according  to  Articles  nine  and  ten.  How  far  does  this  differ 
from  tyranny? 

How  is  Article  eight  followed  In  the  case  of  domlne  Ooetschlus?  Is  Article 
nine  followed  In  the  document  of  the  call  on  domlne  Arondeus,  stipulating  that 
the  minister  shall  attach  himself  to  the  Coetus.  Is  this  lawful  according  to  the 
Synod  of  Dort,  In  the  call  of  a  minister,  if  he  declines  this  express  stipulation? 

Had  we  recelyed  the  reasons  for  a  Ooetus,  as  glyen  by  Its  friends,  from  your 
ReT.  body,  they  might  haye  thrown  some  light  on  the  grounds  which  haye  furnished 
so  much  satisfaction  to  you,  so  as  to  lead  us  to  agree  to  the  formation  of  a  Coetus, 
notwithstanding  the  objections  we  haye  forwarded.  We  might  then  haye  been 
somewhat  guided  In  relation  to  our  churches  here.  And  how  are  these  gentlemen 
In  fayor  of  <a  Coetus)  subordinate  to  Classls,  who  haye  not  yet,  as  far  as  we  know, 
met  a  single  time,  according  to  the  express  condition  of  your  Rev.  body.  You  may 
therefore  Judge  whether  they  desire  a  (body)  subordinated  to  the  Classls,  or  one 
poaseseed  of  unlimited  power.  Domlne  Vesey  told  me,  (domlne  Boel).  and  domlne 
Mnselius,  that  by  the  Act  of  Toleration,  any  denomination,  even  the  Quakers,  may 
ordain  their  ministers.  The  only  established  churches  here  are  the  Episcopal, 
and  ttie  Reformed  Church,  (yls..  the  Low  Dutch,  the  Oerman,  and  the  French,) 
proylded  they  adhere  to  the  Church  Order  of  the  Synod  of  Dort.  and  without 
prejudice  to  the  English  Episcopal  Church.  Here,  therefore,  none  should  assume 
authority,  nor  allow  others  to  ordain  for  our  churches,  unless  Classical  authority 
be  glTen,  as  In  the  case  of  domlne  Boehm;  neither  act  here  as  a  Classls,  but  strictly 
leaye  the  Classical  authority  to  your  Rev.  l>ody.  Otherwise  there  will  be  danger 
of  losing  our  National  Church  rights.  We  therefore  do  well  to  watch  against  the 
formation  of  a  Coetus,  and  against  the  ordinations  by  domlne  Dorslus,  etc.,  lest  we 
gbonld  make  ourselyes  Independent;  but  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  having  the 
oldest  right  In  our  church  here.  It  becomes  your  Rev.  body  to  maintain  it.  It  Is 
ther^ore  to  be  hoped  that  you  will  speedily  and  authoritatively  provide  against 
the  assumption  of  Classical  authority  here,  and  continue  to  reject,  (as  your  letter 
to  domlne  Arondeus  appears  to  us  to  signify),  the  ordinations  of  domliL^  \>qt%Vqlv 
and  to  Mbow  not  the  IcMBt  favor  thereto.  This  Is  the  more  to  be  CQii%\^«T«^  %n 
Coant   Zlmgendorf,    (am    domlne    Boehm    has    more    paTt\cu\aT\7    Viitorme^    iv^ 
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andertakei  to  ordain  here  In  this  conntrj,  and  far  and  wide  enlarge*  tke  bum 
-  Reformed." 

The  Synod  of  the  dlaaentera,  (of  which  mention  waa  before  made),  la  encoaraftd 
anew,  if  aaj  connlTance  or  faror  Is  shown  to  suck  ordinatlooa,  and  If  thej  are  Mt 
at  once  declared  unlawful,  and  condemned  as  such.  Seyeral  liaTe  let  their  ^- 
dren  atudj  at  New  Haren,  and  elsewhere;  and  the  cry  here,  ia  becomlnf  thj 
loud,  that  a  Ck>etua  Is  necessary  to  make  ministers  for  onr  church  of  those  who 
have  studied  here,  as  It  Is  difficult  to  obtain  them  from  Holland*  and  the  expcsx 
of  obtaining  them  (thence),  would  be  much  greater. 

Highly  respected  Fathers  and  Brethren,  what  shall  we  answer  to  the  wordiof 
your  ReT.  body,  in  reference  to  these  points?  In  onr  judgment,  you  will  do  bcft 
to  urge  objections  no  longer  to  these  Tiews,  and  neither  to  urge  us  to  acqslcsee  li 
(the  proposition  for)  a  Coetus.  We  continue  to  feel  deeply  conrlnced  of  yoor  gcs* 
erally  acknowledged,  and  greatly  to  be  praised,  paternal  and  moat  gentle  chuck- 
government.  This  has  been  exhibited  in  many  ways  and  manners.  And  it  ii  bi- 
questlonably,  contrary  to  the  true  and  essential  character  of  the  Classls  of  Ao- 
sterdam  that  It  should  ever,  to  the  least  degree,  wish  or  design*  to  Introduce  U7 
lording  over  brethren  here.  Oh!  that  we  could  say  with  full  hearts,  that  here  is 
New  York,  men  appeared  to  respond  to  the  true  intention  of  your  remarks:  aod 
that  your  serious  exortatlons,  (for  which  we  thank  you),  had  the  desired  effeet 

We  thank  you  for  the  pastoral  and  paternal  letter  of  the  Ck>nslstory  of  ABtfter 
dam,  forwarded  by  yon,  (for  which  we  return  a  small  tract  against  Mr.  WUte 
field,)  as  well  as  for  the  additional  faithful,  and  special  warning  of  the  daub  to 
watchfulness,  against  the  Hemhutters.  We  have  openly  and  privately  MOfht  to 
discharge  onr  duty,  and  we  hope  not  without  a  blessing.  But  they  have  not  mide 
much  progress  in  New  York.  Kingston  and  Tappan  are  entirely  free  firon  then. 
As  to  Pennsylvania,  domlne  Boehm  writes  to  us,  that  he  has  signified  to  your  B«f. 
body,  that  he  is  diligently  engaged  in  striving  for  the  pure  faith;  that  with  hb 
congregations,  subordinate  (to  the  Classls),  he  earnestly  beseeches  the  wcO 
proved  kindness  and  powerful  aid  of  your  Rev.  body,  and  he  entreats  ns  to  conuncDd 
him  to  you,  against  all  his  opponents. 

Under  God  we  remain  prepared  to  oppose  all  efforts  from  within  or  wltboot.  by 
Herrnhutters,  or  any  one  else.  We  hope  from  what  has  already  been  sd^  wLl 
hereafter,  be  manifested  by  us  It  will  be  seen  that  we  seriously  endeavor,  a&d 
earnestly  desire,  to  do  all  that  may  promote  truth  and  peace.  While  we  ihtnk- 
fully  acknowledge  your  prayers  In  our  behalf,  we  supplicate  the  God  of  all  gn^, 
that  he  would  pour  out  continually  his  blessing  In  double  measure,  upon  your 
persons,  churches,  families  and  labors.  We  shall  wait  In  dutiful  obedience,  -is 
early  as  may  be),  the  assurance  of  your  favor,  and  your  powerful  classical  pro- 
tection, and  the  exercise  of  your  ecclesiastical  classical  authority,  for  tbe  best 
interests  of  our  churches. 

We  will  ever  remain  and  subscribe  ourselves. 

Your  faithful,  subordinate,  and  constantly  well-disposed  servants  in  Chrlft, 

Henrlcus  Boel. 
Frederlcus  Muselius, 
Georglus    Wllhelmus   Kanclai. 

New  York,  April  14/20,  1743. 

P.  8.  Your  Reverences  will  please  to  hand  whatever  Is  to  be  sent  to  si  to  Mr. 
Abraham  Marinas  van  Arssen,  wine-merchant  on  the  walk  over  the  street  of  Three 
Kings,  who  will  forward  It  to  ua. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  in  America. 

Report   of  the  Committee,  consisting  of  the  Consistories  of 
New  York  and  of  Kings  Co.,  L.  I.,  on  the  relation  existing  be- 
tween Rev.  J.  H.  Goe\,ac^M^va  w^4.  \.\i^  Goxv^;re^ations  of  Queens 
Co.,  L.  I.  April  25,  n^^. 


OF  THE  State  of  New  York.  2801 

PortfoUo  "  New  York  '^  Vol.  i. 

Cl«A8SIS  OF  AmSTEBDAII. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Committee  —  consisting  of  the  Consistories  of  New  York 
City  and  Kings  County,  L.  I.,  on  the  character  of  the  ordination 
to  John  H.  Goetschius  by  Kev.  Dorsius  —  to  the  Classis  of  Am- 
sterdam.    April  25,  1743. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  VoL  L    Extracts  xxii.  1,  2. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America, 

The  Consistories  of  Port  Jervis,  Minisink  and  Walpack  to  the 

Classis  of  Amsterdam,  May  3,  1748. 

(About  the  illegal  ordination  of  Fryenmoet.) 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i.    Extract  xxiii.  3. 

Hlsh  Rey.  Classis  of  Amiterdam. 

We,  the  residents  of  Mahackmack  (Port  Jerris)  and  Minisink,  in  New  York, 
and  Walpack,  In  New  Jersey,  distant  about  twenty  Dutch  miles  (eighty  English 
miles)  from  any  Dutch  Reformed  minister,  find  ourselves  in  yery  great  embar- 
rtssment,  through  tjie  Deceit  and  misleadings  of  Reys.  Dorsius  and  Frelinghuysen. 
We  bitterly  lament  our  credulity  in  accepting  their  pretensions  of  haying  eccle- 
liastical  authority  to  examine  and  ordain  any  one  to  the  ministry;  and,  that  1b 
behalf  of  certain  churches  on  Long  Island,  with  the  consent  of  Reys.  Freeman  and 
Antomides,  such  power  had  already  been  exercised  in  the  ordination  of  Mr.  (J.  H.) 
Goetschius.  In  the  same  way,  there  was  urged  upon  us  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Johannes  Casparus  Fryenmoet. 

He  had  studied  a  little  in  Zurich,  Switzerland.  On  coming  oyer  here,  he  was 
kired  out  to  service  to  somebody.  He  however,  gave  evidence  of  an  excellent 
diaracter,  and  lived  an  edifying  life.  In  the  course  of  time  he  came  in  contact 
with  Rev.  Dorsius,  who  agreed  to  educate  him  for  the  ministry  on  condition  that 
we  should  pay  him  for  it.  We  did  not  question  his  right  to  ordain  him.  Mean- 
while, we  were  supplied  by  Rev.  (G.  W.)  Mandus.  When  we  came  to  feel  that 
our  congregations  ought  to  have  a  minister  of  their  own  we  were  deceived  in  our 
Judgements  by  that  pretended  authority;  and  with  deplorable  thoughtlessness,  we 
neglected  to  ask  advice  from  his  Rev.  (Manclus)  who  had  so  faithfully  ministered 
to  us.  A  while  after,  when  Fryenmoet  had  been  fulfilling  the  office  of  minister 
among  us  in  all  its  parts,  we  understood  that  the  other  ministers,  your  High 
Revs.  Correspondents,  denied  the  legality  of  the  power  which  Revs.  Dorsius  and 
Frelinghuysen  were  exercising;  also,  that  Rev.  Freeman  was  among  the  first  who 
fuestioned  their  authority. 

When  those  gentlemen  were  asked  for  a  proof  of  their  authority,  the  Rot. 
Oorsliis*  who  figured  as  the  principal  actor  1b  this  affair,  deellBed  to  show  his 
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Mtluwlty.    Ht  Mdd  that  It  was  ^miongk  that  h»  mM  m;  that  ft* 
jiufadiettoB  ef  tkt  Bcr.  ClMtls  of  Amttordam;  that  thv 
Bjnoi,  whldi  wu  the  only  bodj  to  which  ho  would  gtn 
MUMO  hAughtj  ftBiwor  ho  gmro  to  tho  dolegfttoo  of  oor 
that  it  waa  aotBdoiit  that  hla  Bor.  had  atgntd  tho  OartWcata  oC 
If  aaj  OBO  wantod  proof  of  hla  aothorlty,  ho  moat  oltbar  bo 
eome  down  to  oeo  hlni,  ot  BMko  eomplalBt  agalast  Um  bota«  tha 
OTor  argoatly  thej  bofgod  of  him  to  ahow  than  hla  aothorltj*  that  tha 
ehnrehea  might  bo  rollorod  of  thair  anxlotloa,  InaamiMh  aa  thar 
dlatreaa  about  the  ralldltr  of  tho  admlnlatratlOB  of  tho 
woro  dOTotod  to  tho  obaorranco  of  our  Boftwmod  ChnrdhQriat; 
It  la  to  tho  Word  of  Ood  —  waa  all  la  Tala.    Wo  woro  rofaaad. 

Ho  gaTO  oa  a  lettor,  howoror,  to  tho  Oonaiatofflaa  of  th» 
which,  am<Ag  other  thlnga,  thla  cxpreaakm  ocenra:  that  It 
and  Blaador,  to  aay  that  ho,  iiamel7t  Mr.  rryennoot,  waa  not 
Thla  OBAdo  aa  mora  than  «Ter  anaplckma  that  hla  aothorltj 
arragated  aothorltj.  We,  therefore,  reaorted  to  tho  Bor. 
with  oar  complalnta,  and  wo  reqneated  them  to  ihow  aa  a  waj  o«t  of  air  M* 
cnlty.  They  declared  that  the  action  of  Bora.  I>oratiMi  and  FraUaghayMB  iil  ai 
legal  force.  Ber.  Mandna  added,  that,  1ft  a  letter  whidi  ho  had 
year  174(K  the  Bot.  Claaala  lafbrmed  Um  that  they  had  allowed 
who  were  In  fUror  of  a  Goetna,  to  hold  anch  an  aaaodatton,  on  tho 
dltlon  that,  la  accordance  with  the  Acta  of  the  Synod  of  Dort»  thar 
hold  any  Preparatory  or  Final  Xzamlnatlona.  In  the  aprlag  of  tiM 
alao  recelTed  tho  oame  admonition.  Bnbaeqoently,  In  tho  fUl  off 
we  were  hiformed  of  yoor  EDgh  Bora.  Claailcal  Oorroapondenco  with  Bav. 
concerning  Doraloa  aa  not  being  at  all  aothorlaed  to  otdaln,  ate. 

Immediately,  onr  ehnrehea  and  Bar.  Mr.  Fryenmoet,  with 
eomplalnt  of  the  Irreaponalblo  and  deceltfal  action  of  Beva.  Docataa  aad 
hnyaen.  They  readily  agreed  that  Mr.  Fryenmoet  ahoold  caaaa  •^■^■■■^— i»g  ttt 
Bacramenta;  for  he,  aa  well  aa  ooraelTeBy  were  no  otherwlae  mlndad  than  ti  tait 
all  things  done  in  perfect  accord  with  the  Beformcd  National  Ohordi-Oidir  if 
Dordrecht.  We  alec  all  protested  before  Ood  and  the  world  against  each  pcsedcn 
as  those  of  Revs.  Dorslus  and  FreliDghuysen.  How  miserably,  how  oadciff- 
tredly,  have  we,  and  our  Innocent  and  needy  churches,  been  deceiredl  We  thosgfct 
that  the  Seals  of  the  Coyenant  were  administered  to  us  in  the  Beformcd,  thst  h. 
in  a  pore  way,  and  In  conformity  to  the  Word  of  God!  And  then  —  to  find  tist 
it  was  altogether  unlawful! 

Accordingly,  in  reference  to  this  matter,  we  do  not  know  whether  we  csa  ets- 
Bclentlously,  or  whether  we  ought  to  ask  your  High  Bers.  approval  of  nek 
administration  of  the  Seals  of  the  Coyenant,  wholly  illegal  in  Itaelf,  siaee  it  li 
at  yariance  with  the  Church-Order;  and  especially  because  others  orer  here*  who 
would  like  to  examine  and  ordain  men  for  the  ministry,  would  thereby  be  en- 
boldened.  In  his  Preface  to  Bey.  Goetschlus'  recently  printed  sermon,  the  Ber. 
Frelinghuysen  acknowledges  these  facts,  in  this  manner:—**  May  the  Loid  cos* 
tlnue  to  bless  and  shine  upon  his  (Dorslus's)  ministrations,  aa  well  aa  apon  hh 
instructions  in  the  languages  and  in  theology  of  godly  and  gifted  men;  thit  u 
young  Nasarenes,  they  may  be  prepared  for  the  ministry." 

We  do  not.  High  Bey.  Classis,  insist  upon  this  point  —  your  ratlllcstioa  «C 
Bey.  Fryenmoet's  administration  of  the  Ooyenant-seals,  inaamoch  as  we  hare  atVt 
with  his  full  consent,  asked  for  a  lawful  minister  to  ylslt  ns  from  time  to  dat 
to  administer  these  Coyenant-aeals,  until  we  can  haye  a  lawful  paator.  MA 
Fryenmoet  will,  meanwhile  continue  hla  teachings  and  catechUlnga;  sad  Ut 
edifying  life  among  us  will  be  to  the  great  benefit  of  our  people.  They,  togtCkr 
with  ourselyes,  feel  greatly  distressed  at  the  thought,  that.  In  onr  Ineaperinecd 
innocence,  we  were  deceiyed  by  those  who  ought  to  haye  been  the  laat  as  to  ktii 
acted. 

We  unite  with  Mr.  Fryenmoet  in  ayowlng  that  it  would  bo  Tory  dealraMi^  tf 

time  permitted,  and  expenses  could  be  defrayed,  for  him  to  atndy  for  bobs  ttast 

yet  in  Holland,  and,  after  full  examination  and  approyal  by  yoor  High  Befa.  I* 

he  ordained  as  our  minister.    But  we  are  unable  to  bear  auch  aa  ezpeaae.   Hi  h 

already  married,  and  we  need.  \Aa  mtoiifct%«k«ii%  %mf)i&%  ^oa.  ^  Car  aa  we  ouisdMi 
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cmn  jiidff*,  mt  can  learn  firom  others,  he  Is  orthodox  in  regard  to  the  Reformed 
Z>octrine,  orer  against  all  opponents,  as  well  as  against  the  Hermhntters. 

Inasmnch  as  his  going  oyer  to  Holland  is  not  practieahle,  we  hare  adyised  htm 
to  draw  up,  from  his  own  mind,  a  Confession  of  his  Faith;  and  to  send  it  orer  to 
7oar  ReTS.,  as  is  hereby  done.  We  humbly  pray  that  we  may  all  of  ns,  unitedly. 
enjoy  the  honor  of  subordination  to  your  High  Rers.,  and  so  haTO  in  our  church 
relationship  your  Rots,  paternal  counsel  and  help. 

And  now  we  ask  to  be  informed  what  your  determination  is  as  to  the  necessity 
of  his  going  oTer  to  you  —  though  we  see  no  way  of  meeting  the  expense;  or  what 
we  are  to  do  here  in  case  your  High  Rers.  should  please  to  honor  him  with  a 
legal  ordination.  We  leare  all  this  to  your  sanetUled  wisdom,  and  to  your  fatherly 
care  for  Ood's  Church  in  these  distant  regions.  We  pledge  ourselres  to  shape 
our  course  according  to  your  Classical  decision,  according  to  Church-Order.  For 
the  future,  when  distressed,  we  desire  to  cast  ourselres  upon  you,  and  to  be 
chsiiahed  by  your  tender  affection.  We  assure  you  that,  with  the  help  ot  Qod,  we 
shall  scrupulously  submit  ourselres  to  the  Church-Order.  We  will  admit  no  one 
to  the  Consistory,  unless  he  bind  himself  by  subscription  to  be  subordinate  to 
your  High  Rers.  We  also  solemnly  declare  our  purpose  to  conduct  ourselres  as 
your  obedient  Children  in  the  Lord.  The  Lord  abundantly  reward  the  lore  and 
help  which  you  hare  showed  us  I  May  he  make  you  the  **  Blessed  Ones  of  the 
Lord  ** —  men  who  are  desired,  for  maintaining  the  honor  of  his  Name,  and  the 
good  of  his  church,  eren  orer  here,  and  thus  plainly  showing  your  praiseworthy 
care  for  the  Church  ererywhere. 

In  expectation  of  a  farorable  answer  to  this  our  humble  request,  do  we,  tha 
members  of  Consistories,  affix  hereto  our  own  signatures. 

Elders.  Deacons. 

Jam  Van  VUet  WiUiam  Kool 

Abram  Van  Kampen  Hendrick  Kortrecht 

Johannes  his  X  mark  Westbroek  Oerrit  Brinck. 

Minlaink,  May  8rd,  1743. 

I,  the  undersigned,  inrited  to  be  present  as  correspondent,  testify  that  thest 
signatures  were  made  in  my  presence. 

Georgius  Wilhelmus  Mancius, 

y.  D.  M.  at  Kingston. 
Minisink,  May  8rd,  1748. 

Inasmuch  as  I  was  inrited  as  correspondent,  I  add  my  signature  hereto,  on  this 
tth  of  May,  1743,  in  Kingston. 

Petrus  Vas,  Y.  D.  M.  at  Kingston. 

COBRESPONDENOE  FROM  AMERICA. 

The  five  unJted  Consistories  in  Kings  County,  Long  Island,  to 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  May  12,  1743. 

PortfoUo  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i.     Abstract  in  VoL  xxiii,  26,  27. 

To  the  Very  Rererend  Classis  of  Amsterdam: 

Rererend   Gentlemen   and   Fathers  in   Christ  :~We,   the   undersigned,   the  Con- 
sistories of  the  Fire  United  Congregations  in  Kings  County,  on  Long  Island  <or 
Nassau  Island),  In  the  Colony  of  New  York:  to  wit  Vlakbos,  Rrulkelen,  Roswyck, 
Kew  Amesfoort  and  New  Utrecht:  being  elders  and  deputies  of  our  congregations 
abore  named,  and  assembled  In  the  name  and  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  take  again 
the  liberty,  to  request  your  Reverences  for  another  preacher  for  our  congregations, 
as    the   forecast   of   matters   makes  it  absolutely   necessary.     Our  only   minister, 
Domlne  Antonldes  has  reached  a  great  age,  baring  entered  on  the  serenty-serenth 
year  of  his  life.     He  has  been  a  minister  for  fifty  years  the  last  of  thla  monUk 
It  is  now  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  his  serrlce  in  our  congregattona.    gl^"*-  •"*  -tm 
serres,  although  he  is  weak  and  suffers  from  a  painful  troubla.    H«  tiM 
olllciate  only  once  on  each  hord.*»  Or 
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We  now  rel7  upon  7onr  former  lore  and  cmre  for  these  coiifffct*tknie.    Thtv 
ere  the  reesone  for  our  taking  thli  liberty  of  again  tronbUng  yon.     We  tmaA  t 
new  proof  of  your  old  lore  and  care  for  us  In  our  cell  end  your  eeadlng  orer  tbi 
Bey.  Johannes  Arondeus.     You  wrote,  that  yon  gladly  eeleeted  him,  ortaleH  Ua 
and  sent  him  over;  and  we  as  gladly  recelred  him.    Thle  was  done,  not  with  ■ 
suddenly  dereloped  and  as  quickly  disappearing  gledneee  emong  the  people,  u  If 
they  only  said:    We  haTe  now  got  our  new  Domine;  but  with  a  tme  Chilstlta  far, 
which   continues  and  constantly   increases,    because  of  his   greet  eeel  and  wtJ- 
stirring  sermons.    We  can  and  must  gire  this  testimony  to  hie  Beverenef,  that  he 
altogether  verifies  the  certificates  of  the  Rey.  Classie  of  Amsterdem.    He  edita 
by  his  teachings  and  by  his  life.    He  Is  sealous  and  pelneteking  In  his  scrrict.  h 
preaching,  in  catechising  and  in  eyerythlng,  pertaining  to  the  duties  of  a  falthM 
servant   of   Christ.     Therefore   we,   the   undersigned   riders  end  deputies  of  ev 
congregations,  and  in  their  name  and  by  their  order,  humbly  requeet  yoor  JLt%» 
ences  to  select  again  for  our  congregations  a  minister,  such  as  we  need,  naA  vfei 
will  prove  serviceable,  and  qualify  him  according  to  the  rales  of  the  chnrch,  ui 
send  him  over  to  us  to  do  service  for  us  as  our  lawful  pastor. 

We  do  not  wish,  to  prescribe  any  conditions  to  you,  yet  we  take  the  liberty  ti 
point  out  for  your  consideretlon,  that  we  do  not  wish  any  one  to  be  ordalMd  te 
our  congregations,  upon  any  mere  recommendations  to  yonr  Reyerences,  who  hM 
been  educated  and  who  has  studied  here  (in  America). 

Excepting  that,  we  leave  everything  else  to  your  former  care  and  love  for  ov 
churches;  and  we  request,  that  as  speedily  as  possible,  yen,  without  any  delaj,  «e 
may  be  again  provided  with  a  pastor,  lest  our  congregations  should  beeoBie  ifili 
like  sheep  without  a  shepherd,  by  the  possible  removal  of  both  our  mliditaiL 
ether  by  death  or  otherwise. 

Again,  therefore,  do  we  humbly  and  respectfully  request  your  BevereBtci  1*  i 
select  a  minlHter  for  us  by  the  same  authority,  by  which  the  Rer.  Arondea  en 
called.  The  minister  is  called  under  the  same  conditions,  as  Domine  Arondea  wia 
except  that  the  congregation  of  Gravezand  (Oravesend)  which  wee  one  of  ths 
united  congregations  before,  has  now  separated  from  us,  end  bee  not  Joined  with 
us  in  this  call. 

The  minister  now  to  be  called  must,  according  to  our  Christian  custom  and  tltf 
rules  of  our  church,  preach  twice  on  every  Liord's  Day.  He  must  also  pretcL  otce 
on  Days  of  Prayer,  and  Thanksgiving  day;  on  the  usual  holidays,  Chrlstmu. 
Easter  and  rentecost.  A  sermon  Is  ulso  required  for  the  second  New  Year's  di?. 
and  on  Ascension  day.  If  It  should  he  his  turn  to  preach  to  one  of  the  confrep- 
tlons  in  a  place  where  he  does  not  live,  he  will  be  taken  thither  and  returned  ho3M. 
and.  In  tlie  meantime,  will  also  be  provided  with  a  convenient  place  in  which  to  ftif 
until  his  service  is  completed.  The  sacrament  of  the  I^ord's  Supper  is  to  be  (vle 
brated  by  him.  four  times  a  year,  In  two  congregations.  It  is  to  be  admlnistervd 
by  each  of  our  ministers,  according  to  his  turn,  in  the  respective  churches.  He 
then  also  takes  entire  charge  of  all  that  Is  necessary  on  those  occasions,  a*  ftpH«] 
instruction,  reception  of  members  on  confession,  pastoral  visitations,  invitation  of 
mowbers  to  the  Lord's  table,  preparatory  ser\Mces,  sermons,  etc. 

The  salary  Is  to  be  one  hundred  and  seven  pounds.  New  York  money,  and  the 
term  of  payment  shall  begin  from  the  time,  that  he  goes  aboard  slilp  to  come  orer 
to  us  for  our  help.  It  will  be  paid  promptly  every  half  year.  A  convenient  dveU- 
Ing  house  for  him  will  be  provided  In  Vlakliosh  (Flat bush)  where  t>oth  the  minlsten 
live.  Attached  to  the  house  is  an  orchard,  and  pasture  for  a  cow  and  a  hortei 
He  will  be  provided  with  fuel,  brought  to  his  house.  The  congregations  Ittw 
raised  forty  pounds,  (|100.)  for  the  expenses  of  the  mc^etlng  of  Classis,  aod  for  U* 
passage  over,  that  he  may  have  refreshment  of  meat  and  drink.  If  this  should  oft 
be  suflBclent,  the  balance  shall  be  paid  to  the  shipper  according  to  hl>  iccoaot 
upon  arrival. 

We,  the  committee  of  our  congregations,  sign  this  call  as  our  own  act,  to  fu'ilil 
everything  therein  mentioned  and  expressed;  and  our  successors,  who  fhill  be 
elected  in  our  places,  are  to  do  the  same  from  time  to  time. 

Done  the  12th  of  May  1743. 

(Slgued.)  Domiuicus  J.  D.  Veer,  Jan  Verkerk,  Phlllppus  Nagel,  Jeremlis  Sea- 
sen,  Isaac  Sebrlng,  Pleter  Staats,  Rem  Remsen,  Frans  Tyfne,  Folkert  Foi- 
kertsen,  Stephen  ^c\ieTv^«  ^o\i%.uu<i%  VaVX^  Hermanns  Hoogland,  Albert 
Creepen,  WlUem  van  ^\iVa,  'RmI^^tX  -hvq.  ^x\«iX. 
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We  midenlciied  paiton,  wishing  to  five  more  credence  to  thli  instrument,  cer- 
tttjr,  that  we  hare  teen  the  elders  and  deputies  sign  it  with  their  own  hands  and 
that,  what  la  written  Is  true.  (Signed).    V.  Antonldes 

Joh.  Arondens 

The  abore,  hy  order  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  has  been  ezactlj  copied  by  tha 
Depntlea  for  foreign  affairs.    Done  at  Amsterdam,  March  17,  1751. 

Johan  Temmlnck 

Depp.  01.  h.  t.  pros. 
Johannes  ran  der  Vorms,  scritML 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Consistory  of  Flatbush,  L.  I.  to  the  Classis  of  Am- 
sterdam, May  16,  1743. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i.     Extracts  xxiii.  25. 

To  the  High  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

High  Rer.  Sirs  and  Fathers  In  Christ:  After  our  call,  addressed  to  jonr  Rots., 
had  been  completed  and  signed,  and  was  already  to  be  despatched,  there  came  ta 
«a  a  certain  pleasant  rumor  concerning  a  Mr.  Hendrlk  van  de  Casteele.  He  is 
pursuing  Ills  studies  at  the  Uniyersity  at  Llngen,  and  Is  said  to  be  a  man  of  good 
glfta,  with  an  agreeable  Toice;  and  that  he  Is  in  his  conduct  and  Intercourse  very 
peaceable,  and  uncommonly  capable  of  seeking  and  making  peace  where  there  hare 
been  disputes.  Such  a  person  would  be  of  special  serrlce,  and  yery  useful  In  our 
chnrehes  in  our  present  situation,  if  he  could  be  Induced  to  come  oyer  to  us,  as 
most  of  our  churches  wish.  Hence  we  haye  been  asked,  by  way  of  postscript,  to 
make  mention  of  this  matter.  We  wish  that  you,  who  are  acquainted  with  his 
good  qualities,  would  in  the  most  affectionate  and  earnest  manner,  seek  to  per- 
suade him  to  accept  from  you  a  call  and  ordination  for  seryice  In  our  churches, 
and  so  to  come  oyer  here.  But,  if  nothing  should  come  of  this,  we  leaye  the  matter 
of  a  call  entirely  to  your  fatherly  care,  hoping  that  you  will  excuse  us  for  this. 

We  once  more  thsnk  your  High  Reys.  for  your  former  fatherly  care  and  loye,  and 
which  we  haye  again  experienced.  The  Lord  bless  your  persons  and  serylces,  and 
gfye  saceess  to  the  Christian  efforts  of  your  highly  respected  Assembly. 

We,  the  undersigned  Blders,  ecclesiastically  assembled,  do  ourselyes  the  honor  of 
calling  ourselyes, 

Toor  High  Reys*  humble  and  obedient  seryants  and  brethren  in  Christ. 
natbaah.  May  1ft.  1748. 

DoBBloicus  Vanderyeer,  Jan  Yerkerk,  Phllippus  Nagei,  Jeremyas  Remsen,  Isaac 
Bebring,  Rem  Remsen,  Peter  Staats,  Johannes  Lott,  Stephen  Schenck, 
Hermanus  Hoogland,  Folkert  Folkertsen,  B*raus  by  Bus  (?),  Albert  Coerten, 
Willem  Van  Nuys,  Rutgert  Van  Brunt. 

N.  B.  The  High  Rey.  Classis  Is  also  most  kindly  requested  not  to  choose  on  our 
call,  a  eartaln  person  who  went  from  us  to  Holland,  as  a  minister,  haying  left  his 
chur^  and  gone  away  for  some  reason  or  other. 

(This  may  possibly  refer  to  Dorslus.) 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  May  18,  1743. 

Consistory  held.  In  reference  to  the  letter  of  Consistory  to 
Mr.  Schelluine,  which  had  already  been  approved,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  add  a  Postscript,  which  was  likewise  ap^xoNedi.   \\.  n^^^ 


■    m-.i^-..    •- 


8806  EoouBBZAmoiX  BaooBM 

VMM 

then  ordezed  that  it  ahoiddbe  rignedby  theFndUhaftinliMiMM 

of  the  OonsistOTjy  and  deqmtehed;  alaOi  tliat'  it  ahooU  li » 

corded  at  length  in  the  Church-Book.    It  is  as  f  oDom: 

Addressed:    To  the  Bey.  and  Learned  lb;  Tlieodoras  Yam  Sdid- 
hLjen,  Faithful  servant  of  the  H0I7  Gcqwl,  at  AnMCndmL 

Very  Bev.  and  Esteemed  Sir:  Your  verj  cordial  nuflBve  of  tti 
18th  of  August  last,  (1742),  we  received  in  due  time.  Wka  ft 
was  read  in  our  meeting  and  we  understood  its  purport^  we  sH  de- 
clared to  each  other  our  particular  pleasure  tlierenu  We  felt 
assured  that  you  and  the  other  gentlemen  had  aooeptsd  ov 
friendly  and  earnest  request  to  call  a  suitable  miniiter  lor  ov 
congregation. 

We  learned  with  pleasure  that  the  dasaia  acquieBoed  ia  ear 
course  in  sending  full  power  to  these  gentlemen  for  a  OUH,  si 
regular  and  becoming,  and  adding  their  hope  as  to  the  deini 
issue.  In  reply  to  your  esteemed  letter,  we  consider  it  a  bonnda 
duty  to  declare  to  you  our  joy  over  the  ready  indinatidn  of  jmt^ 
self  and  the  other  gentlemen,  namely,  Mr.  Du  Bois,  who  spole 
with  you  at  Leyden,  and  Messrs.  de  Wolff  and  Clarkson,  to  em- 
ploy all  your  zeal,  that  a  suitable,  orthodox  and  pious  minister 
might.be  procured.  Of  this  we  feel  the  more  assured  because  of 
your  peculiar  affection  for  the  welfare  of  God's  Church  in  thii 
land,  on  accoimt  of  the  mortal  remains  of  your  grandfather* 
which  rest  in  this  provinee,  and  of  the  account  which  your  father, 
who  once  visited  us,  has  given  you  of  the  condition  of  Gof  1 
family  here. 

Yea,  indeed,  we  feel  ourselves  obliged  in  this,  our  feeble 
answer,  to  testify  to  you  our  gratitude  for  the  actual  proofs  al- 
ready manifested  of  your  zeal  for  the  attainment  of  an  end,  w 
very  necessary  to  our  congregation.     Our  people  do  not  oetse 

^  Dirk  Van  SchellaTue  ariired  in  N«w  Amsterdam  as  a  Notary  Pvbllc  In  IM 
He  was  forbidden  to  exercise  bia  functions  by  StuTresant  in  iesi«  becanat  kt  kid 
authenticated  a  certain  protest,  but  was  appointed  high  constable  of  New  Nctkc^ 
land  in  16S6.  In  1084  he  was  Secretary  of  Rensselaerwjck,  snd  was  detegattA  t§  s 
general  Council  to  meet  at  New  Amsterdam  to  consider  tba  thiaatcacd  4ai|«i  *• 
the  prorlnce  In  the  spring  ot  i4q4. 
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to  follow  your  efforts  with  their  prayers  to  God  that  the  object 

may  be  accomplished. 

We  ought  certainly  to  recognize  it  as  a  special  favor  of  the 
Most  High,  if  we  shall  be  made  so  happy  as  to  receive,  by  the 
first  opportunity,  the  grateful  tidings  that  you  have  called  a 
minister  for  us.  It  is  true  that  we  are  still  enjoying  the  constant 
preaching  of  the  Word  by  our  present  ministers.  But  domine 
Du  Bois  is  quite  aged,  (bom  1671),  and  we  greatly  desire  to  se- 
cure another  one  before  his  death.  Wherefore,  if  you  have  not 
yet  found  any  one  for  us,  we  ask  your  pardon  if  we  earnestly 
urge  you  anew  not  to  relax  your  efforts  imtil  the  desired  end  is 
attained.  We  shall  always  feel  ourselves  most  greatly  indebted  to 
you. 

Although  the  danger  of  the  sea  in  itself,  (however  exaggerated 
by  fear),  is  not  very  great,  for  vessels  from  Europe  usually  make 
their  voyages  here,  from  time  to  time,  in  entire  safety,  neverthe- 
lesSy  the  fear  of  the  enemy  in  time  of  war,  is,  we  confess,  by  no 
means  groundless.  But  the  merchants  can  fully  prescribe  what  is 
the  most  prudent  way  of  traveling,  whether  by  the  way  of  Eng- 
land or  by  a  ship-of-war;  and  we  entrust  the  whole  matter  to 
their  judgment. 

As  to  the  prompt  payment  of  the  salary  there  need  not  be  the 
least  doubt.  None  of  the  ministers  here  have  ever  had  reason 
to  complain  on  that  score.  In  reference  to  the  case  of  domine 
Santvoort,  on  Staten  Island,  domine  (Peter)  Du  Bois  (of  Amster- 
dam) can  give  you  further  information. 

Meanwhile  we  can  assure  the  one  who  may  be  inclined  to  come 
over  to  us  as  our  minister,  as  we  herewith  do  assure  him,  that 
carrying  himself,  according  to  his  office,  before  the  congregation, 
he  may  be  certain  of  receiving  true  love  and  kind  treatment. 

As  we  rejoice  over  your  special  interest  in  our  congregation,  as 
Well  as  in  the  general  prosperity  of  God's  Zion  in  these  provinces, 
even  remembering  us  in  your  prayers :  so  we  doubt  not  your  con- 
tinuing thus  to  do*     For  nothing  lies  nearer  our  hearts  than  to 


II   _-:. 
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use  6Tei7^  meanB  to  keqp  the  unity  of  tbe  Spiiit  m  die  hmk 
peeoe;  to  xmintain  the  truth  in  love  so  ai  to  grow  ib^  b  lEm 
is  the  Head. 

Meenwhiloy  we  entreat  in  your  behaU  all  temporal  and 
nal  bkMngiy  from  the  favor  of  Gt>d  in  Ohristy  aa  weD  ii 
the  other  brethren.    May  these  blesainga  reat  upon  yodr 
and  your  work,  and  upon  all  of  yon,  although  pencmally 
to  most  of  us.    And  so,  with  all  due  respect^  we  ^wmt't^ 
ing  you  that  we  are, 

Bey.  and  Esteemed  Sir, 

Your  humble  servants^ 

In  the  name,  eto^ 

G.  Du  Boifl,  FmidnL 

P.  8.  This  is  our  answer  to  your  misaiTe^  but  beCoie  Aa  ^ 
sistory  signed  i1^  Mr.  Banker  showed  us  a  letter  from  Mb 
De  Wolff  to  him.  From  this  we  learned  to  our  joy  that  ysa  i 
the  other  gentlemen  had  called  Mr.  Caip  to  be  our  mn 
that  he  expected  to  come  here  by  the  first  opportunity  is 
Spring.  This  puts  us  under  new  obligations  to  you  for  yoxnr  oflt- 
stant  care.  Meanwhile  we  shall  anxiously  expect  our  ministo^ 
and  we  pray  God  for  his  safe  arrival.  Again,  as  before,  with  iB 
good  wishes,  we  remain,  etc. 

New  York,  May  18,  1743.  lib.  B.  165-7. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Consistories  of  Queens  County  —  Jamaica,  Hempstwi, 
Newtown  and  Oyster  Bay,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  May  21, 
1743.  (Favorable  review  of  the  ordination  of  Kcv.  J.  H. 
Goetschius.) 

Portf oUo  "  New  York  '\  Vol.  i. 

Copy  of  a  Petition  which  the  Churches  of  Queens  Otninty  la* 

wvdi  Ee^encend  Doraius  to  Holland. 
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COBBESPONDENOE  FBOM  AmEBIOA. 

The  Churches  of  Queens  County  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
May  23,  1743.    (In  opposition  to  Goetschius). 

Portfolio  "  New  York ",  VoL  i.     AUusions,  xxii.  618. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence, 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  George  Weiss,  Jime  18,  1743. 

No.  46. 

To  Mr.  Weya. 

B«T.  Sir  and  Brother  In  Christ:  We  learn  with  much  satisfaction  from  your  last, 
that  7on  continue  in  your  irork,  and  that  yon  are  zealous  to  bring  orer  that  waste 
and  wild  heathendom  of  the  district  in  which  yon  find  yourself,  to  the  sheepfold  of 
the  Great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  the  meek  Lord  Jesns  Christ.  The  Lord  In  CTcry 
way  bleas  these  your  endeavors  to  his  glory  and  the  good  of  those  sarage  souls. 
The  account  of  the  sayages  in  North  America,  composed  by  yoo,  greatly  pleased 
na,  and  we  thank  you  for  it.  We  shall  be  pleased,  if  in  the  future  we  recelye  fur- 
ther Information  about  these  people.  We  also  heartily  wish  to  learn  that  yon  find 
yonraelf  in  good  condition  and  are  blessed  of  the  Lord  with  strength  of  both  body 
and  aoni.  Our  congregations  hare  occasionally  the  misfortune  to  be  robbed  of 
their  pastors.  Last  year  two  ministers  of  the  Qospel  were  taken  away,  tIs.,  Rev. 
Messrs.  Canzlns  and  Beytsma.  aad  on  the  10th  of  January  death  also  took  away 
Rer.  Mr.  Bakker.  The  Lord  grant  that  we  may  conduct  ourselres  faithfully  and 
prudently,  In  his  strength,  in  the  work  to  which  we  are  appointed,  that  when  He 
eomes  he  may  find  us  doing  his  will,  and  may  place  us  OTcr  all  he  haa  Wishing 
the  same,  also»  la  the  name  of  the  ReT.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  we  sign  ourselres, 
etc,  etc 

Caspar  Oors,  praeses. 

William  Bchiphout,  scrlba. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam.    . 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Three  Elders  of  Newtown,  Long  Island,  to  Reverend 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  June  22,  1743. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i.     Extracts  xxiii.  4,  5. 

Chtjrch  of  New  York. 
Acts  of  Synod  Received.     Call  of  a  New  Minister. 

New  York,  July  6,  1743. 

The  members  of  Consistory  having  assembled,  Montgue  (Mon- 
tagneQ  was  asked  what  domine  Boel,  the  present  President,  had 
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Baid  to  him.  He  aaid  that  domine  Boel,  on  acconnt  of  indispos- 
tion,  could  not  attend,  and  that  he  wished  domine  Dn  Eoia  aim 
to  direct  the  meeting.  Thereupon  the  Consistory  wa3  opeoei 
with  prayer. 

1.  Domine  Du  Boia  produced  a  letter  from  Holland  to  lit 
Oonsistoiy.  This  was  opened,  and  proved  to  be  from  the  Clisai 
of  Amsterdam.  It  contained  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  (of  NorlK 
Holland)  for  the  year  1742.     The  letter  was  then  read. 

2.  It  further  appeared  that  the  minister  Carp  who  had  Wb 
called,  could  not  get  the  consent  of  his  parents  to  come  over  hers. 

3.  It  also  appeared  from  certain  writings  from  the  persons  tn- 
trusted  with  "  Power  to  Call ",  that  we  should  give  order  for  ibe 
discharge  of  all  such  expenses  as  they  should  find  necessary,  in  «• 
ranging  for  a  Call  in  our  behalf. 

4.  In  consequence  of  domine  Boel's  indisposition,  domine  Di 
Bois  was  requested  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a  reply  to  ^m 
gentlemen  concerning  their  request,  and  submit  it  to  the  Ctm- 
sistory  as  soon  as  posdble.  ^ 

lib.  B.  IN. 

Acts  of  thz  Classis  of  Amstebdau, 
Slaves,  etc.,  in  Suriname. 
1743,  July  22nd.  Art.  6.  When  mention  was  made  of  senfing 
Erankbesoekers  (Visitors  of  the  Sick),  or  rather  Cstecheticil 
teachers,  to  Siiriname,  it  was  suggested  whether,  in  order  to  pifr 
mote  the  (unimpeded)  conversion  of  slaves,  male  and  femalt,  in 
t)iat  colony,  a  declaration  ought  not  to  he  asked  for,  that  th«  uid 
slaves,  male  and  female,  do  not  obtain  their  freedom  by  accept- 
ing Christianity.  This  was  left  to  the  prudent  treatment  of  th* 
Deputati.     xii.  47,  48. 

Statement  by  the  Cossistokies  of  Kinostow  asd  Nkobbo» 

INO  Ohubches,  Auqcst  1,  1743. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i. 

We  Ui*  CtuwlBtortes  ot  HXnisi.wi.  ext.,  '^vi*  -btaIwA.  te  •  letter  wrtKm  hy  * 

art  u*«d:     "  That  Bev.  CotsVu*  ^i»4  '^'"'-^  '^''™  ™o"  v'awi  ^oVlt  * 
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vhleh  then  Is  one  alio  from  Rochester,  asserting  that  the  ministers  In  feneral 
took  no  pains  to  organise  and  plant  chnrehes,  bnt  were  rather  a  hindrance  to  such 
a  work." 

We»  therefore,  feel  onrseiyee  in  duty  bound,  for  the  preserratlon  of  the  good 
aame  of  our  ministers,  and  especially  from  a  lore  of  truth,  to  declare  in  all  sln- 
eerlty,  as  we  hereby  do,  that,  if  a  report  like  the  abore  is  spread  about  Niclaas  de 
Pelae  (7),  or  any  one  else,  whoerer  he  may  be,  such  a  report  is  with  regard  to  our 
ministers  not  in  accordance  with  the  truth,  but  entirely  untrue  and  false. 

That  we  may  bear  witness  to  the  truth,  we  put  our  ilgnatures  to  the  abOTO 
statement. 

Elders.    Tennis  Swart,  Dirk  Wynkoop,  Petrus  Bogardus,  Johannes  De  Lametter 
(or  Haltrel). 

Deacons.    Johannes   Du    Bois,    Cornells   Person,    Anthonle   Hoffman,    Benjamin 
Bleght. 
Done  in  Kingston,  August  1st,  1748. 

[See  Document  of  Aug.  0,  1748.] 

Chuboh  of  New  Toek. 

£lection  of  a  new  Clerk. 

New  York,  August  6,  1748, 

ConsistOTy  held.  After  calling  on  God's  name,  it  was  de- 
termined, since  Mr.  Gerrit  Van  Wagenen,  clerk  in  our  Old 
Ghnrch,  had  died,  to  ask  Mr.  Isaac  Stoutenberg  if  he  was  willing 
to  undertake,  provisionally,  the  duty  of  clerk  and  recorder  of 
baptisms  in  the  Old  Church.  The  conditions  and  profits  should 
be  the  same  as  those  of  Mr.  Van  Wagenen,  until  the  Consistory 
should  appoint  some  one  in  Mr.  Van  Wagenen's  place.  This 
oflFer  was  presented  to  Mr.  Van  Wagenen  in  the  name  of  the  Con- 

sistory,  and  he  accepted  the  same. 

lib.  B.  169, 

Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Bevs.  Boel  and  Mancius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

August  9,  1743. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  VoL  i.     Extracts,  xxiii.  2,  3. 

No.  2. 

Most  Worthy  Classis  of  Amsterdam: 

Very  Kev.,  Gt)dly  and  Learned  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren  in 
Christ: — 

We  hope  that  our  letter  of  the  14r-25  April,  1743,  in  answer 
to  jonr  High  JRevs.  miBBive  of  Nov.,  1739,  has  aVTeaA^y  \i^eTi.  t^ 
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oeiyedy  and  that  this  one  may  meet  with  the  aame 
Since  our  first  was  sent,  Ber.  (John  Bartfaolomaiu) 
to  see  me — Bey.  Bod.     He  stated  that  on  the  nmlition  d 
Prof.  Hobbinger^  he  was  going  to  Amsterdam  and  Qeidelbeqt  k 
order  to  give  information  concerning  chnreh  matteis  and  to  get 
ministers  from  that  place  for  Pennsylvania.    Tnaimnieh  ss  Pn£ 
Hobbinger  had  been  requested  to  do  this  by  the  Beir.  Ohan  of 
Amsterdam,  Bey.  Bi^er  wonld  also  confer  with  daans  «  ihift 
snbjeet.    Another  object  is  to  get  a  Superintendent  appwntsd  ad 
sent  to  the  Pennsylvania  chnrchee.    But  the  latter  propositka  I 
disapproved  as  being  contrary  to  the  rights  of  the  Bev.  dasMol 
Amsterdam,  and  as  likely  to  lead  to  greater  confusion  in  Psnaql- 
vania.    This  will  plainly  appear  from  the  acts  of  Beva.  Donai 
and  Frelinghuysen.    It  would  also  be  perilous  in  case  soeh  a  sob 
Superintendent  should  happen  to  be  an  erroristi  or  beeosss  a 
enthusiast,  as  is  well  known  of  that  (John  Peter)  IGBer.   AJm^ 
the  subordination  must  remain  as  it  is  —  to  your  ^ESf^  BeiE— 
as  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  for  correspondence. 

I  have,  therefore,  advised  Rev.  Eieger  to  keep  himself  solelj 
to  your  Bevs.,  and  not  to  undertake  anything  at  Heidelberg  or 
elsewhere,  except  what  has  your  Bevs.  consent.  This  Bev.  Bi^er 
has  promised  me. 

Bev.  Dorsius  also  called  on  me  before  his  departure  to  Hol- 
land; and  although  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  I  publicly  repudi- 
ated the  ordinations  made  by  him,  as  illegal,  he  did  not  ssv  § 
word  to  me  about  them.  But  everywhere  else,  he  let  himself  oat 
boldly  enough  against  your  Bevs.,  and  declared  that  he  would  bo 
able  well  enough  to  defend  himself  in  Synod. 

Whether,  as  report  goes,  he  got  a  number  to  sign  a  statement 
to  the  effect  that  We,  ministers,  neglected,  and  even  hindered 
the  planting  and  extension  of  churches,  and  the  sending  of  ealls 
to  Holland;  and  that,  therefore,  the  Bevs.  Dorsius  and  Freling- 
huizen,  had,  for  the  good  of  the  churches,  gone  to  work  to  pe^ 
form  ordrnationa-,  and  "w^l^Y.  o\\i«t  ^sccoSl^t  %\A;n»&  may^  have  eoasa 


OF  THE  Statb  of  llsw  YOBX.  2813 

to  your  knowledge,  we  do  not  know.  We  enclose  herewith  a 
Statement  from  the  Key.  Glonsistory  of  Kingston,  and  trust  that, 
in  case  Rev.  Dorsius  should  undertake  something  like  that,  your 
Kevs.  will  have  the  goodness  to  testify  to  the  truth  in  our  behalf, 
and  to  see  to  it  that  Sev.  Dorsius  has  justice  done  him. 

Although  his  Rev.  took  with  him  Maurits,  the  brother  of  Mr. 
(J.  H.)  Goetschius;  and  also  a  son  of  Rev.  Frelinghuizen,  (Theo- 
dore) to  further  his  design,  that  young  lad  (borst)  at  his  de- 
parture, told  me  —  Rev.  Boel  —  in  his  simplicity  that  he  was 
going  to  finish  his  studies  in  Holland,  and  become  an  ordained 
minister  there.  This  looks  very  strange,  inasmuch  as,  in  Lis 
printed  Preface  (to  a  seimon  of  Goetschius)  of  which  we  made 
mention  to  you  in  our  former  letter.  Rev.  T.  J.  Frelinghuizen 
maintains  the  legality  of  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Goetschius  per- 
formed over  here,  and  yet  does  not  make  arrangements  for  it 
with  Rev.  Dorsius  in  behalf  of  his  own  son. 

The  following  also,  bearing  on  the  correspondence,  we  con- 
sider it  our  duty  to  let  your  Revs.  know. 

The  people  of  Minisink,  together  with  Mr.  Fryenmoet,  have 
asked  me  —  Rev.  Manchius  and  my  colleague,  Rev.  Vas,  and 
subsequently  also  Rev.  Boel  of  New  York,  for  certain  advice  in 
their  affairs.  This  was  accordingly  given  them.  Our  advice  was 
that  they  should  submit  the  whole  business  to  your  Revs,  and 
bind  themselves  to  full  compliance  with  your  ecclesiastical  de- 
cision in  Classis.  We  were  abundantly  confident  that  this  coming 
from  you,  would  be  such  as  to  be  most  conducive  to  the  honor  of 
God  and  the  welfare  of  our  churches.  Whereupon  they  asked 
us  to  send  to  you  the  enclosed  document,  together  with  Mr, 
Fryenmoet's  "  Confession  of  Faith  "  —  his  Rev.  having  freely  and 
gladly  consented  to  this. —  This  with  all  due  submission,  we  here- 
by do.  We  are  in  hopes  that,  with  the  blessing  of  the  Lord, 
yonr  Revs',  decision,  when  it  shall  become  known  here,  will,  by  its 
iMMnafaleness,  overcome  the  movements  started  by  one  and  an- 
otibeTy  to  ujdiold  Rev.  Dorsius'  pretended  authority  for  perform- 
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mg  ordinations    Upon  the  reeeipC  of  your  mafik  darind  Oh»^ 

eal  inrtmctionB)  we  shaU,  with  God'e  help^  do  our  beit  lor  tib^ 

welfare  of  the  Ohnrch. 

To  that  end,  and,  at  the  same  time,  for  onr  own  pnpflr  d^' 
fenfle  against  farther  partisan  action,  it  wonld  help  v  tohsttiSii 
eontmne  to  receive,  the  yearly  Acts  of  the  flljnod  of  VvA 
Holland. 

The  Acts  of  the  year  1787,  which  Ber.  Da  Bern  xeeaifedlm 
yoa  in  1740, 1,  Ber.  Boel,  had  the  privilege  of  seeing  hot  lor  s 
short  time,  retaming  them  as  soon  as  Bev.  DaBns  aAsd  for 
them.  After  a  time  I  asked  for  them  again,  bnft  did  not  gat 
them.  And  neither  to  as,  Mancias,  nor  to  Masdins^  has  a  sdi^ 
eo|^  ever  heen  sent^  even  ap  to  this  day.  Beoentlj,  in  the  hqp* 
ning  of  Jaly,  those  of  1742  were  for  a  few  days  allowed  ■»— 
.  Bev.  Boel,  hy  the  Bev.  Elders,  when,  as  their  Beva.  wdl  knev,! 
had  little  or  no  time  to  read  them  throogh.  On  their  eailj  ds- 
mand  for  them,  they  received  them  hack  again  from  me,  with  mf 
request  to  have  them  again;  but  they  are  still  withheld  from  me. 

More  than  once  letters  also,  and  other  writings,  sent  to  tbe 
Consistory,  have  been  refused  me  for  personal  inspection.  Efea 
when  presiding  in  my  turn,  I  am  not  allowed  to  read  them  be- 
fore the  Consistory;  or  if  allowed,  they  are  again  taken  away  from 
me,  and  at  once  shut  up;  with  the  explanation,  that  it  does  not 
belong  to  the  ministers,  but  to  the  Consistory,  to  have  such  writ- 
ings or  Church  Minutes  in  their  keeping.  I  showed  them  thtt 
ministers  in  service  must  needs  have  a  ^^  Memoria  localis '',  and 
hence  the  opportunity  for  reading  over  the  documents  and  Acts 
of  Consistory,  in  order  to  give  information  to  others,  if  need  be, 
and  especially  to  the  new  members  of  Consistory  as  occasion  may 
require.  But  I  must  leave  it  to  their  good  pleasure  what  I  maj 
take  therefrom  and  what  not. 

So  also  that  letter  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Schelluyne,  as  one  of  the 
Commissioners  fox  ca\!L\n%  «iio\.\i^T  Tc^^^tAr  for  New  Yoii^  va% 
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mf ter  I  had  read  it  before  the  meeting,  taken  from  me  and  locked 
"up.  It  was  also  kept  off  the  Minutes;  and,  as  Bev.  Du  Bois  in  his 
own  hand  writing  testifies,  only  the  answer  of  Consistory  was 
entered  on  the  Minutes.  Therein  also  occur  the  following  words: 
^'  As  also  we  have  learned  to  our  satisf action,  that  the  Rev. 
dlasais  unanimously  approved  of  our  conduct,  as  regular  and 
ecclesiastical,  in  commissioning  the  celebrated  gentlemen/' 

Very  Worthy  Classis,  it  is  questionable  to  us,  whether  you 
would  unanimously  approve  of  their  conduct,  in  conmiissioning, 
etc,  as  regular  and  ecclesiastical,  if  that  conduct  were  known  to 
you  in  its  true  nature  and  circumstances.  For  example,  this  one 
small  item  may  serve, — The  drawing  up  of  those  two  papers  — 
the  letter  of  authorization  and  that  of  instruction  was  by  a  Con- 
astorial  Act,  conunitted  to  Kev.  DuBois  alone  and  kept  from 
my  knowledge  until  they  were  read  before  the  Consistory.  The 
'*  authorized  commissioners  '\  nevertheless  had  it,  that  everything 
was  drawn  up,  in  every  particular,  with  the  consent  of  both  the 
ministers,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  I  had  not  been  consulted  in 
anything.  I  also  kindly  urged  that  to  merchants  should  be  com- 
mitted mercantile  matters,  and  to  ministers,  ministerial  matters, 
especially  such  weighty  matters  as  the  making  out  of  Calls.  For 
many  years  also,  Bev.  Du  Bois  has  maintained  the  same  thing. 
He  did  this  especially  in  opposition  to  that  slander,  carried  to 
you  by  certain  correspondence  some  time  ago,  namely,  that  it 
was  said,  that  the  Amsterdam  ministers  sent  over  here  only  their 
cousins  and  nephews,  and  the  matter  (of  Calls)  had,  therefore, 
better  be  entrusted  to  merchants;  since  by  keeping  it  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  ministers,  it  left  the  latter  in  a  condition  to  act  con- 
scientiously, and  so  forth. 

Being  therefore  asked  my  opinion,  I  gave  my  voice  to  author- 
ize only  ministers  at  Amsterdam  as  Commissioners  (to  majce 
Calls.)  Bev.  DuBois  said  that  he  had  but  a  single  intimate  ac- 
quaintance there,  Bev.  Beels.  He,  however,  by  reason  of  ill 
health,  was  in  no  condition  to  take  trouble  in  such  a  matter.     At 
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Leiden  he  had  a  nepUeWy  (or  oomm-— neeC)  Bm.  Db 
replied  there  'were  xniniflters  enon^  to  attend  to  thk 
Amsterdam.    To  go  outside  of  them  was  mot 
the  more  widely  Commissioners  were  sepazatod,  the  asaii 
trouble  and  time  it  would  take  for  the  eseentim  of  As 
sion.    I  held  in  all  due  respeet  the  memhante  aad  As 
ministers,  huti  in  this  matter,  I  remained  finnlj  m  fnwot 
Amsterdam  ministers. 

And,  Most  Worthy  Sirs,  was  not  this  the  onlty  ngdv 
ecdesiastioal  proposition  in  which  your  Bern,  ooold 
approve)    And  yet,  two  merchants  and  Betv.  DuBoissf 
were  chosen  to  act  as  Commissioners  and  I  waa  allowed  it 
nato  one  minister.     Whereupon  I  gave  my  vote  for  Bsr. 
fichelluyne  and  made  it  a  condition  of  signing  the 
of  choosing  oikij^  ministers  at  Amsterdam. 

Nevertheless,  after  what  had  occurred,  Rev.  DuBois 
the  ''Letter  of  Instruction''  as  follows:  ''that  it  was  wift 
unanimous  consent  and  approval  (If  .B.),  that  the  auth' 
should  be  sent  to  two  ministers  and  two  merchants,  N.B.)  in  Bfll^ 
land;  that  our  ministers  (N.B.)  bad  for  that  purpose  nominiftai 
Kevs.  Schelluyne  and  Du  Bois,  as  men  in  whom, —  reserving  tkii 
esteem  for  others  —  they  reposed  full  confidence,  etc;  sndtfal 
we  fully  approve  of  that  report  of  our  ministers,  (N.B.)  conoai' 
ing  your  Revs."  And  although  I  refused  to  sign  this  doeonMl 
as  it  stood,  as  being  contrary  to  what  all  in  the  Consistoiy  vd 
knew  to  be  the  truth  of  my  declaration,  they  were  not  wilBil 
to  change  it.  But  I  insisted  upon  making  a  point  of  my  conditio^j 
which  also  I  did. 

We  find  now  also  that  the  precise  words  of  which  a  former  ktta 
of  ours  made  mention,  and  in  which  we  asked  for  your  Bem 
Classical  decision,  are  these: 

'^  That  in  the  Church  Records  nothing  shall  be  written  If 
President  or  Scribe,  that  has  not  first  been  read  before  the  mai^ 
ing  of  Oonsistory,  ^tl^  ^^^^  v^Yc^-^^b^  a  majority  vote;  lM 
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whenever  any  matter  shall  be  presented  in  an  ecclesiastical  man- 
by  a  member  of  the  Church  through  the  president  to  the  Con- 
■istory;  or  any  matter  shall  be  proposed  by  a  member  of  Con- 
r,  in  his  turn,  (N.B.) ;  those  members  of  the  meeting  who 
have  objections  to  make,  shall  modestly  state  their  reasons 
'therefor  to  the  meeting  for  its  consideration;  and  that  whatever 
^[N'.B.)   the  majority  approves  shall  be  held  to  be  valid  and 
conclusive  ". 

For  what  is  the  benefit  of  reason  and  modesty,  if  certain  ones 
will  not  submit  to  the  majority,  but  will  go  on  in  their  own  waj^ 
anyhow?     Is   such  conduct   in  accordance   with   our   National 
Church  Order?  or,  with  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland? 
If,  however,  your  Revs,  think  fit  to  withhold  them  (the  Acts 
of  the  Synod)  from  us,  and  to  continue  to  send  them  only  to 
those  other  gentlemen,  then  we  humbly  request  that  your  Eevs. 
will  at  least  have  the  kindness  to  have  copies  made  of  the  Minutes 
of  Synod  of  1742  and  of  all  subsequent  years,  and  to  deliver  the 
same  to  our  Correspondent,  Abraham  Marinus  Van  Arssen,  at 
Amsterdam,  whom  we  have  requested  to  settle  for  them;  for  be- 
sides the  other  expenses  of  our  Correspondence,  we  are  willing 
to  burden  ourselves  with  this  expense  also,  so  as  to  supply  what 
our  churches  so  much  need  for  their  information  from  time  to 
time,  etc. 

We  have  been  asked  by  the  Rev.  Brethren,  the  Elders  at  New- 
town, who  remain  loyal  to  our  Church  Order,  to  send  over  to  you 
also  the  enclosed  paper,  at  the  same  time  we  desire  to  assure  you 
that  they  are  bearing  testimony  to  the  truth. 

Among  other  things,  this  is  to  be  noted:  that  the  gentlemon 
who  are  in  favor  of  a  Coetus  are  acting  in  an  ecclesiastical  man- 
ner, and  in  accordance  with  due  subordination  (to  the  Classis), 
and  that  we  are  satisfied  to  confide  in  their  Coetus,  etc.;  never- 
theless, we  are  informed  from  a  trustworthy  source,  that  the 
power  of  appointing  a  candidate  is  insisted  on  by  them,  and  that 
they  are  determined  that  none  shall  hinder  it. 
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We  ngiM  that,  from  a  lack  of  opportmuty,  we  hire  bta 
obliged  eo  l(nig  to  delay  sending  certain  things  which  ve  U 
Teady.  We  refer  eepcciaUy  to  your  Revs,  letter  to  as,  dated  Sth  uE 
Aio^  l748f  nude  known  to  ub  in  July,  in  whicli  you  stau  thtt 
p^n  haTe  received  no  letters  from  us  for  a  long  time.  We  hm 
been  hindered  in  ibis,  to  our  sorrow,  by  the  distance  of  onr » 
iq>eotiTe  looalitiea,  »o  that  we  could  not  commune  together  ti  oj 
time,  aa  we  desira.  Now,  we  wrote  to  your  Revs-  in  ApriL  Ai^ 
beaidei  the  reaaoua  therein  mentioned,  which  urged  ns  to  wnU, 
we  feel  otmelveB  eapecially  aroused  to  correspondence  1>t  jm 
BevB.  continued  assurance  of  your  interest  in  the  churcha  'i 
these  distant  r^ons;  as  well  as  your  very  generous  oSer  of  tof- 
iqe  in  oar  behalf  in  reference  to  anything  in  which  we  m»y  iim4 
youi  BtrvB.  help  and  instruction,  and  that  we  can,  at  out  ^ 
VrCf.ayail  onraelvea  of  them.  O  friendly  invitationl  WebiM 
oiJy  to  notilfy  yonr  EevB !  And  thou  —  whatever  is  in  our  poW 
(yon  say)  we  will  provide  1  —  Amen ! 

Most  Worthy  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ.  Werffij' 
to  this  with  oar  most  earnest  longings  to  realize  the  fulfillment 
in  their  most  precious  form,  of  the  promise  which  your  Revs. » 
liberally  unboaom  to  us. —  Only  to  notify  your  Reverences',  wi 
thus  humbly  to  ask  for  instruction  in  whatever  we  deem  to  k 
necessary!  We  do  then  thus  confidently  look  for  that  v^ 
with  the  blessing  of  the  Lord,  it  is  in  your  power  to  do,  in  orfd 
to  help  us  and  the  Church  1  We  are  thus  assured  of  a  favoaUt 
consideration. 

We  pray  that  the  Great  Giver  of  all  good  may  abnndin^ 
enrich  your  Revs,  with  his  blessings,  and  enable  you  to  mike  ui 
exhilnt  that  active  provision  for  the  good  of  the  Catholic,  tk 
True,  the  Christian  Reformed  Church,  both  at  home  and  in  otba 
foreign  parta,  as  well  as  here.  Of  this  you  have  now  assund  ■ 
anewj  and  that  yon  will  fulfill  the  reasonable  expectations  of  iJl 
those  who  are  'TieKl  daB^^>w&  \n-wt&.  \\a  Obozoh,  and  who  kaoa 
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how  to  appreciate  what  is  the  character  of  the  Clasais  of  Amster- 
dam, in  yer^  deed  and  truth. 

May  the  Lord  God  of  all  Grace,  to  his  own  eternal  glory,  give 
to  us  at  some  time  the  long  wished  for  enlargement,  and  cause  us 
to  rejoice  over  the  prosperity  of  God's  House,  through  your  in- 
strumentality, Most  worthy  Sirs  and  Fathers  in  OhristI " 

Your  Revs,  often  anxious,  and  needy,  and  therefore  burdened| 
but  faithful  servants  in  the  Lord. 

Henricus  Boel, 

Georgius  Wilhelmus  Mancius. 

New  York,  August  9th,  1743. 

Acts  of  the  Olassis  of  Amstebdaic 

Package  of  Letters  from  Ceylon  and  New  Netherlands 

1743,  Sept  2nd.  Art.  7.  There  was  laid  upon  the  table  a  letter, 
with  documents  from  Ceylon.  These  were  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Messrs.  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras,  to  furnish  a  report  > 
thereon;  also  certain  letters  from  New  Netherland.  In  regard  to 
these  also,  further  report  shall  be  made  at  the  next  Classis. 
xii.  54. 

Ohukch  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Sept.  14,  1743. 

Consistory  held,  at  the  request  of  the  sureties  on  the  bond  of 
Sonnemans,  etc.,  for  some  abatement,  since  they  purposed  to  pay 
the  bond  in  full.  It  was  unanimously  Resolved,  That  the  Con- 
sistory will  be  satisfied  with  six  per  cent;  so  that  the  total,  up  to 
Sept.  8,  1743,  amounts  to  three  hundred  and  forty-three  pounds 
two  shillings.  It  was  also  approved  that  domine  Du  Bois  should 
apply  the  seal  to  the  assignment  of  the  bond  to  the  sureties,  or 
any  one  else,  when  it  is  paid,  in  the  presence  of  elders  Butgers, 

Van  Wyck  or  Banker,  or  any  one  of  them. 

Lib.  B.  169. 
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Bbv.  Mb.  Coloak  to  thx  Ssobetabt  ov  Socxbtt  los  PioPiaAT- 

INO  THX  Gk)8Pau 


JftnuteA  StfCMitar  9th, 

BtreKiid  Sir:    Our  Clivreli  h&n  was  nerer  In  m  thrMac  «  waj  M  M  tUi  tiM 

«-  ftir  It  Mas  UtcrMsed  both  1b  rnimlMr  ft  Mttem  wttk  thost  vte  u»  vlllMit  h« 

fate,  tlicM  elslit  or  ten  yeari  last  paat  more  than  It  did  thirtjr 

one  of  the  oldeat  Mlaalona  from  the  Soeletj  —  This  Hoat  hit  am 

them,  that  nnder  the  benign  Inflnenea  of  Heaven  and  thair  plona  Om  ft 

mx  faithfol  endeaTonre  have  not  been  wanting  to  promola  wmA  wtmmt 

ft  deelgn  of  my  Mlaelon.  to  thia  plaee  I  would  farther  aeqaalnt  the  Yi 

Bodetj  that  itnee  my  laat  acconnta  I  haTO  baptfand  ■eraataei 

to  three  famlllea  In  thla  pariah,  eoaatitlng  of  Men  Woman  ft  cUMnn  wii  1^ 

fore  were  tainted  with  the  cormptlona  of  Anabaptlam  ft  Qnakailmi  ft  hiie  mv 

befbia  ma  a  fhir  piaepeet  eC  doing  the  Uke  good  offloe  for  othan  tai  a  Wb 
tUae 

—Doe.  mat  M.  T.  ToL  UL  iiL  m  » 
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DMINISTRATION    OF    GOVERNOR   GEORGE    CLIN- 
TON, SEPT.  22,  174:3-1753  —  RESIGNED. 

TBiinTT  Chuboh,  New  Yoek. 
Address  to  Gov.  Clinton,  Sept.  30,  1743. 

This  Board  haTlng  agreed  to  addren  his  BxcelleDcy  the  Governor,  an  address 
«8  prepared,  and  read  <n  the  words  following,  vis. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esq.,  Captain-General  and  Govemor-ln-Chlef 
f  the  FroTlnce  of  New  York,  and  Territories  thereon  depending  In  America, 
ad  the  Vice- Admiral  of  the.  same,  etc. 

lay  It  please  your  Excellency: 

We,  the  Bector,  Chnrch  Wardens,  and  Vestry  of  Trinity  Church,  from  a  Just 
c&Be  of  the  manifold  blessings  which  we  enjoy  under  his  Majesty's  goremment, 
■teem  It  our  duty  to  take  this  first  opportunity  of  acknowledging  his  paternal 
iiv.  In  sending  a  gentleman  to  represent  him  here  In  these  his  distant  dominions, 
hoae  noble  descent  and  personall  merits  have  Justly  preferred  him  to  his  Boyall 
teem,  and  whose  dictates  and  natural  Inclinations  to  make  the  people  whom  he 
Terns  easy  and  happy,  do  so  nearly  resemble  those  virtues  of  his  Boyall  Master, 
e  best  of  Kings. 

We  also  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  Excellency's  safe  and  happy  arrival, 
th  that  of  your  lady  and  family.  In  this  Your  Government  of  New  York,  where 
»  assure  your  Excellency,  we.  In  our  respective  stations,  will  evidence  our 
'cctlon  and  duty  to  his  Majesty,  by  a  dutiful  submission  to  Your  Excellency, 
torn  he  hath  appointed  to  rule  over  us. 

And  as  it  is  with  pleasure  and  gratitude  we  reflect  on  the  many  Boyal  favours 
nchaafed  our  Infant  Church  from  its  first  foundation,  so  It  Is  with  equall 
easure  that  we  promise  ourselves  protection  and  countenance  in  the  secure 
L^oyment  of  all  our  Bellgious  Bights  and  privileges  under  your  Excellency's 
Lse  and  Just  administration. 

May  Almighty  God  direct  and  prosper  your  government,  for  the  advancement  of 
is  glory,  and  the  welfare  of  the  province;  and  may  your  Excellency,  your  lady 
ad  family,  be  blest  with  health  and  happiness  in  this  world,  and  finally  inherit 
temal  life,  are  the  sincere  prayers  of  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servants. 

Which  address  was  approved  of,  and  signed  by  the  members  present,  and  or- 
er«d  that  Col.  Moore  and  Mr.  Nlcholls  wait  on  his  Excellency,  to  know  when 
nd  where  he  will  be  attended  with  the  said  address;  who  accordingly  waited  on 
Ai  Bxcellency,  and  reported  to  this  Board  that  his  Excellency  would  be  ready 
o  receive  this  Board  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Williams,  at  eleven  o'clock  on  Tuesday 
horning  next. 

On  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  1743,  the  Bector,  Church  Wardens,  and 
'^try  of  Trinity  Church,  pursuant  to  the  above  order,  waited  on  his  Excellency 
o^emor  Clinton,  with  their  address,  to  which  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to 
■^e  the  following  answer,  vli. 

^utlemen: 

^  return  my  thanks  for  your  kind  address  upon  my  safe  arrlvall,  with  my  fam- 
^  to  my  Government;  and  as  nothing  can  recommend  me  more  to  my  Boyall 
^ater  than  a  firm  resolution  to  make  the  people  under  my  Government  easy 
^  happy,  so  your  Church  in  particular  may  be  assured  of  my  countenance  and 
"otectlon.  In  the  secure  enjoyment  of  all  your  religious  rights  and  prlvlledges. 

G.   Clinton. 
't^  Sept.,  174S. 

—  Berrlan's  History  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York.  pp.  68.  BQ 
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Dutch  Ohueoh  op  Nsw  Yobe. 
(iddreas  to   Governor  Clinton,  Oct.   3,   1743.     Original  in 

English. 

To  hia  Excellency,  George  Clinton,  Esq.,  Capt.  General  nd  1 
Govemoi^in-chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Teni-| 
lories  thereon  depending,  in  Ajnerica,  and  Vice  Admiral  of  te  I 
same,  etc. 

The  Humhla  Address  of  the  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons  df 
the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  in  the  City  of  Ji>* 
York. 

ttij  It  plMie  yonr  BiceMeocr: — 

We.  hi*  Uijeilr'i  lofal  ind  mo«t  ilatlful  (nbjecti,  tb#  Htalslpn.  Eldm  ul 
DeBcoQi  of  thf  Rftormed  ProleiUnt  Dutch  Charcti  la  the  City  of  Vfw  Itit 
flDOerrlr  rejoicing  that  1b«  DIrlQ*  Provldpaoe  has  preierTwl  yonr  Hif*U»titj,  rs«f 
Lid;  and  your  family  froin  the  diagen  of  the  eea*.  heg  leire  to  caiinttliu 
four  Eicellencj-  on  your  rafe  iDd  bappf  arrlril  la  IhlB  yoar  goTmiatiit. 

We  ■■■lire  four  EicelleDCT  tbat  U  (hall  be  our  coDBlKiit  prayer  to  G»t.  ihK  Hf 
Will  be  pleiied  to  bless  joa  and  your  fimlljr  with  all  msnaer  of  fffllclty  ud  cn» 
perlly  In  yoBr  soTecaaieat,  and  make  yon  ■  ooble  Inatnunent  to  caallBH  ■>  i 
happy  people. 

And  aa  we  hiTe  always  boree  tme  laltb  aod  alleflaace,  we  also  beg  Int.  l« 
the  Dime  of  our  coDereestlon  to  aaanrc  your  Eieelleney  of  ant  loyalij.  MtBij 
BDd  obedience  to  bla  most  aacred  Majexy,  George  the  Second,  onr  man  cndma 
SoTerelgn,  aad  bli  moat  Illuatrloaa  House;  and  that  we  witl  always.  ■Mbail; 
and  sffeetlonetely.  uae  oar  ntmoat  endeavora  to  demean  ourselves  Id  onr  reiprctlir 
alatlons,  to  your  Eiecllency.  ao  aa  to  merit  your  Eicelleacy's  farorable  prolKtba 
In  our  elTll  and  rellgloaa  rlgbla  and  ancient  liberties. 

Wo  are,   may  It  please  yoor  Kicellency. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  moat  hnmble  aerraati 
Oct,  B.  1T4S. 

The  Governor  arrived  on  the  22nd  of  September,  on  a  Thar* 

a.j. 

HJB  Excellency's  Answer  to  the  Foregoing  Addresa. 


I  ttiaak  yoD  for  joar  loyalty  set  forth  In  yoar  Address,  for  bis  sacred  Hilcstr 
King  Oeorte  The  Second,  aad  for  yoar  Joy  apoo  tay  safe  aniral.  As  the  fetidly 
of  tbe  people  onder  my  lOTemmeat  shall  be  my  dally  care,  n>  tbe  rrt'^m'l 
Protestant  Dutcli  Church  may  be  wHlassured  of  my  contlaoaace  and  proienlM. 
la  the  safe  enjoyiaeat  of  theli  dfU  and  rclliloua  rl(bta  aad  Ubettlea. 

o.  caiM- 

Oct  T.  1T4I. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstbbdaic 
Letters  from  New  Netherland. 

L*743,  Oct.  7th.  Art.  6.  The  Rev.  Deputies  also  report  that 
"tiiree  letters  from  "New  !N'etherland,  extended  complaints  are 
^e  to  this  Assembly  about  a  certain  Rev.  J.  H.  Gk>etzius9  botk 
-Regard  to  his  (illegal)  qualification^  as  well  as  his  conduct,  in 
ercising  his  ministerial  office.  The  Messrs.  Deputies  read  the 
Btft  of  a  letter  with  which  to  serve  the  church  there  with  their 
.vice.  The  Rev.  Assembly  thanked  the  Deputies  for  the  trouble 
ken,  and  approved'  the  letter.    The  clerk  was  also  directed  to 

rite  to  Mr.  N.  Rieger who  is  studying  at  Leyden,  (asking 

jn)  if  he  will  be  pleased  to  give  a  further  account  to  this  As- 
smbly  about  the  church  there,  as  it  was  learned  that  he  had 
Reied  to  do  so.    Quod  factum,     xii.  55. 

Cebtifioats  of  Chuboh  Membership  of  Pxtxb  ds  WutdTj 

OOTOBEE  20,  1748. 

Certificate  by  Rev.  G.  du  Bois. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

B»ter  de  Wind  1«  a  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  In  this  city  of  New 
'■Wk.  When  not  hindered  by  clrcumttances,  he  regularly-  enjoys  the  Holy  Supper 
^  the  liord.  The  last  time  he  thus  recelred  the  seals  of  the  Lord's  Corenant 
^r  my  administration,  was  on  August  28*  last,  In  the  old  Church,  (Garden  St.) 
Ua  I,  the  undersigned,  attest  at  New  York,  this  day,  October  20,  1748. 

G.  du  Bols. 
Ifeanwhlle,  excuse  the  writing  and  the  paper.    (Probably  a  forgery.) 

CuLSsis  OF  Amstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     [Fall  of  1743.] 

Extracts  from  a  letter  of  the  Five  United  Consistories 
of  Kings  County,  Long  Island,  in  New  Netherland,  May 
12,  1743. 

YiJB. —  This  is  the  Call  whereof  mention  is  made  in  No.  2,  pag. 
^xaeced.  in  Initio. 

The  Five  United  Churches  in  Kings  County  Long  Island,  in 
'ew  York,  namely,  Flatbush,  Breukelen,  Bushwick,  New  Amer»- 
^it,  and  New  Vtrecht: 
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1.  They  praise  exceedingly  Eev.  Arondeus,  sent  to  tiem,  oi 
thank  the  Classis  for  the  fatherly  care  manifested  therein. 

2.  They  request  that  Classis  will  send  them  one  more  minister 
in  the  place  of  their  old  pastor,  Eev.  Antonides^  who  now  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years,  and  after  a  ministry  of  fifty  years,  d 
which  thirty  three  (thirty  eight?)  have  been  spent  in  that  cbuidL 
begins  to  be  feeble;  and  who  on  account  of  a  painful  aifaaent, 
performs  service  but  once  on  the  Lord's  Day. 

3.  They  indeed  leave  the  choice  entirely  to  the  Classis;  Deve^ 
theless,  with  the  request,  that  no  one  may  be  called  upon  mere 
recommendation,  although  he  has  been  educated  in  that  coimtir: 
OT  who  has  educated  himself.  [?] 

4.  Further:  it  is  their  earnest  request  that  they  may,  at  tk 
earliest  date,  be  provided  with  a  new  minister,  on  the  same  tcnB 
as  Kev.  Arondeus,  only  with  this  difference:  that  the  sixtlic» 
gregation,  viz.,  that  of  Gravesend,  has  now  severed  its  connectioB^ 
And  has  not  consented  to  this  Call. 

5.  The  terms  of  the  Call  are  the  following: 

(1)  The  minister  called  shall  preach  twice  each  Lord's  Diy; 
also  on  Prayer  and  Thanksgiving  Days;  but  on  the  second  day  of 
the  Yearly  Festivals  he  shall  preach  but  once;  as  also  on  Xev 
Year's  Day  and  Ascension  Day. 

(2)  If  the  minister  has  to  preach  for  a  congregation  where  he 
does  not  live,  he  must  be  brought  and  taken  back. 

(3)  The  Holy  Supper  is  administered  four  times  per  annum  in 
the  two  congregations.  This  is  done,  in  turn  by  each  of  the 
two  ministers,  in  his  district.  Therein  he  must  also  take  chai^ 
of  the  catechising,  the  reception  of  members,  pastoral  visitation, 
and  the  preparatory  services. 

(4)  The  salary  shall  be  one  hundred  and  seven  pounds.  New 
York  money,  (two  hundred  and  sixty  seven  dollars  and  fifty  cent?) 
calculated  from  the  time  that  he  takes  ship;  to  be  promptly  pail 
every  half  year;  together  with  a  free  dwelling  in  Flatbush,  with 
orchard,  pasturages  for  two  cattle,  and  free  fire  wood. 
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5^  For  Classical  expenses,  the  congregation  furnishes  forty 

ixids;  and  if  anything  remains  short  in  the  expense  for  tho 

lister's  transportation,  such  shall  be  paid  to  the  skipper,  as 

accompanying  bilL 
Phis  letter  is  signed  by  the  fifteen  elders,  as  in  the  former 
;€3r,  p.  26;  and  confirmed  with  attestation  to  its  truth,  by  the 
>  ministers  in  loco,  the  Sevs.  Antonides  and  Arondeus.     ziiL 

27. 

Classis  of  Amstebdaic. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence, 

*  Rev.  Messrs.  Boel,  Muzelius  and  Mancius,  in  the  Province 

of  New  York,  Oct.  29,  1743. 

We  return  you  thanks  for  the  declaration  of  love  and  esteem 
our  Classis  which  we  found  in  your  letter  of  April  25,  1743. 
ou  may  rest  assured  that  we  also  entertain  great  esteem  and 
Fection  for  you,  and  it  affords  us  joy  when  we  find  occasion  to 
[hibit  the  proof  thereof. 

With  such  feelings  do  we  reply  to  your  letter  aforesaid;  and 
ecause  of  such  flings  we  have  not  the  heart,  at  present,  to 
renounce  judgement  upon  the  matters  which  are  mentioned  in 
our  letter,  and  which  reflect  upon  one  or  other  of  your  breth- 
en.  What  we  have  suggested  to  your  fellow  laborers  in  office, 
^e  now  request  of  you  also.  Unite  heart  and  hand,  and  stand 
nn,  and  yield  not  to  those  spirits  who  occasion  troubles  in  the 
lurches  of  our  Savior.  Let  charity  cover  that  which  was  not 
^e  with  sufficient  prudence.  Let  nothing  be  done  through 
rife  or  vain  glory,  but  in  lowliness  of  mind,  let  each  esteem 
hers  better  than  himself.  Thus  imitedly,  in  your  respective 
ations,  you  will  be  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners. 
We  may  here  add  that  Mr.  Du  Bois  and  others  have  with  jus- 
se,  been  much  displeased  at  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Goetschius. 
Te  have  expressed  our  opinion  to  them  on  the  subject.  It  is 
riefly  this:    We  declare  that  we  consider  the  ordination  and  inr  * 
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stallation  of  Mr.  Goetschins  to  have  been  wholly  illegal;  iiaX'i 
he  is  to  become  a  lawful  minister,  these  acts  must  be  again  no- 
fied,  and  in  a  better  manner;  that  we  cannot  give  a  final  dedsia 
of  this  matter  because  it  has  been  taken  before  the  Synod  ind 
put  on  record  (by  them),  so  that  we  must  now  await  the  dedsicm 
of  the  Christian  Synod  in  the  matter;  but  we  exhort  Mr.  Ooe;- 
Bchius  to  exhibit  a  Christian  and  submissive  deportment. 

In  regard  to  a  Coetus,  be  good  enough  to  let  yourselTes  be  I 
convinced  hj  others,  as  to  what  may  conduce  to  edification,  and 
improvement.  When  you  have  finally  decided  on  the  Aitides. 
and  consider  that  some  explanation  may  be  necessary,  let  ns  knov, 
and  we  will  deliberate  upon  them,  and  ever  show  that  ve  are 
what  we  subscribe  ourselves. 

In  the  name  of  the  Classis,  we  wish  you  the  Lord's  most 
precious  blessing, 

(Signed  as  previous  letters,  by  the  Depatiesy  be 
names  not  copied  in  the  Recording  Book.) 
[Amsterdam,  Oct.  29,  1743. 

Classis  of  Amstesdaic 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Messrs.  G.  Du  Bois,  N.  Anto- 
nides,  John  Arondeus,  ministers;  and  to  Christian  Barker, 
Abraham  Van  Wyck,  and  others,  Elders  at  New  York  and  on 
Long  Island.  [The  Committee  on  the  Goetschius  case.]  Vol 
30.     No.  1.     Oct.  29,  1743. 

Rey.  Gentlemen  and  Brethren: —  From  jovlt  communication  of  April  25.  1743.  and 
accompanying  documents  to  explain  and  verify  the  matters  alluded  to  therein,  we 
learn  that  your  Reyerences  are  determined  to  maintain  correspondence  with  qv 
and  also  to  acknowledge  lawful  subordination  to  Rey.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  of  the 
congregations  in  your  proylnces.  This  subordination  has  already  existed  from 
early  times.  When  the  proylnces,  wherein  your  congregations  are  situate,  tte- 
longed  to  the  Honorable  West  India  Company,  this  relationship  came  Into  exist- 
ence as  a  matter  of  course;  and  it  remained  unaltered  after  they  passed  under  t^ 
power  of  England.  Byen  goyemors  appointed  by  the  BnglUh  nation  oyer  jnt 
proylnces  haye  recognized  your  subordination  to  ns*  and  haye  eonsulte>d  our  Clanii 
on  several  matters.  Therefore.  In  cases  respecting  church  gOTcmment  and  Chuck 
Order,  and  which  could  not  be  settled  among  yimrMlTes*  joq  ftvt  Twy  right  la  rt> 
ferrlng  to  the  Rev.  Classis.    And  whllt  tMi  li  gaWMbli  to  w^  It  palu  u  thrt 
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eonilderable  confusion  and  even  strife  have  arisen  In  certain  congregations  which 
occupy  certain  relations  to  your  own.  Oh  that  It  may  be  given  to  ns  to  counsel 
wisely  for  the  removal  of  evils,  and  toward  the  preservation  of  peace,  unity  and 
love!    We  will  express  our  opinions  with  freedom  and  modesty. 

Taking  It  for  granted  that  all  that  is  said  In  your  letter  of  Mr.  Ooetschius,  and 
In  that  of  the  churches  of  Queens  County  Is  true,  and  which  we  have  no  cause  to 
#OQbt,  we  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  we  can.  In  no  wise,  commend  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Goetschlus,  as  exhibited  on  various  occasions  both  to  yourselves,  and  to 
parties  in  his  congregations  in  Queens  County,  both  in  and  out  of  the  pulpit  He 
would  have  done  much  better,  if  he  had  conducted  himself  according  to  the  Re- 
deemer's teaching,  "  Learn  of  Me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  of  heart;"  and  that 
of  the  Apostle  Paul,  "The  spirits  of  the  prophets  are  subject  to  the  prophets.'* 
He  should  have  remembered  that  "  Ood  is  not  the  author  of  confusion,  but  of 
peace,  as  In  all  the  churches  of  the  saints."  May  these  thoughts  come  vividly 
before  his  eyes,  and  rest  upon  his  heart.  May  he  mourn  over  his  turbulent  spirit, 
and  become  anxious  that  his  modesty  may  appear  unto  all.  We  admonish  his  Rev< 
erence  to  such  perfect  brotherly  conduct  May  the  Lord  work  within  him  a  walk 
which  is  acceptable,  edifying,  and  soul-wlnnlng. 

Secondly,  we  remark  concerning  the  dispute  between  his  Reverence,  and  the 
churches  of  Queens  County  and  yourselves,  that  we  are  sure  that  his  ordination 
wrrns  not  altogether  regular.  If  therefore  he  desires  to  perform  pastoral  functions 
rightly  and  conscientiously,  he  must  consent  to  have  his  ordination  and  installa- 
tion confirmed,  in  the  name  of  our  Classis.  in  the  best  manner  possible.  A  certain 
Mr.  Dorsius  has  received  no  powers  for  such  duties  from  any  one,  and  therefore 
what  he  has  done  in  this  matter  Is  of  no  validity.  This  power  is  entrusted  to  our 
Classis,  and  should  from  us  have  been  derived. 

However,  we  must  say  that  this  particular  case  cannot  be  at  once  dismissed 
vpon  the  mere  advice  of  our  Classis.  This  ordination  of  Mr.  Goetschlus  by  Mr. 
Dorsius,  has  been  reported  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  held  this  year,  (July, 
1748.)  at  Hoom.  Mr.  Dorsius  was  present  at  that  Synod,  and  he  was  conferred 
with  on  that  subject.  We  will,  therefore,  have  to  await  the  decision  which  that 
Christian  Synod  will  doubtless  pronounce  upon  It  next  year.  We  cannot,  indeed, 
anticipate  exactly  what  that  conclusion  will  be;  but  we  may  suppose,  (If  said 
Synod  pronounces  final  judgment,)  that  they  will  decide  that  Mr.  Goetschlus  was 
Illegally  appointed  and  ordained;  and  that  if  he  be  still  acceptable  to  those 
churches,  he  must  be  ordained  anew,  either  by  yourselves,  in  the  name  of  the 
Classis,  or  In  this  country.  There  Is  a  precedent  of  one  Agnlar  in  the  East  Indies. 
He  had  been  ordained  there,  but  could  not  at  all  obtain  the  approval  of  the  Synod 
to  the  same.  He  was  therefore  summoned  hither,  to  remedy  that  which  had  been 
done  irregularly  in  India. 

Mr.  Dorsius  was  censured  by  the  Rev.  President.  The  reasons  given  for  his 
conduct  were  considered  quite  unfounded.  We  may,  therefore,  easily  Infer  what 
would  have  been  the  result  if  the  matter  had  been  put  to  vote.  It  was  for  such 
reasons  that  some,  fearing  that  the  decision  of  Synod  would  remove  Mr.  Goetschlus, 
desired  that  no  vote  should  be  taken  upon  this  mitter.  It  strikes  ns  that  It  Is 
best,  apparently,  that  Mr.  Goetschlus  should  continue  to  be  pastor  among  the 
churches  of  Queens  County,  after  securing  a  regular  ordination;  but  only  on  these 
conditions,  that  he  submit  himself  to  all  that  yon  hare  proposed  to  him,  and 
manifest  also  a  properly  meek  and  Christian  disposition.  It  can  in  no  wise  be 
considered  disgraceful,  or  that  he  Is  derelict  In  duty.  If  he  refrain  from  adminis- 
tering Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  until  he  receive  legal  ordination;  for  this 
Is  only  a  proper  submission  to  oar  Church  Order.  We  hold  It  for  certain  thac 
when  Mr.  Goetschlus  shows,  In  all  respects,  proper  obedience,  he  will  secure  the 
affection  of  the  churches;  and  then  when  the  churches  have  developed  a  cordial 
attachment  toward  him.  and  are  enabled  to  exhibit  the  same,  his  ordination  can, 
BO  doubt,  bw  secured,  and  confirmed  In  a  regular  way.  But  should  Mr.  Goetschlus 
obstinately  follow  bis  own  IncllDatlous,  his  removal  will  certainly  be  attempted. 
WhOe  this,  to  his  mind,  would  be  a  great  Injury  done  to  him;  It  would  neve^ 
tkotess,  redound  to  the  best  Interest  of  the  Church  at  large.  Such  would  surely 
bs  tho  Mfult  of  a  lack  of  proper  submission  to  our  excellent  Church  Order  on  the 
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part  of  Mr.  GoeUehtna.    The  walDut  of  tlM  whola  Chnnh  la  aff 
to  us,  than  tbat  of  anj  aliifflo  IndiTldiial,  and  kim  a 

Her»  we  mUght  eonclade,  wert  It  not  that  w  nraat  jat 
requeat,  which  la  tor  the  boat  Intercata  of  the  ehnrtihaa 
vnderatand  that  between  jon,  whooi  we  addieaa  anA 
liandna,  there  is  not  that  proper  harmonj,  whidi  we 
exist  Certain  dreamataaoea  relating  to  Doratoa,  CkieCaelMtas  and  aaa  lb, 
field  aeem  to  haye  been  the  oceaalon.  Herewith  It  la  amAo  knawm  that  He  |Im 
of  the  Coetoa  afreed  to,  atUl  atanda  acoording  to  the  orfslnal  asnaaHBt;  bai  t  h 
thought  tliat  the  accepted  Artldea,  aa  propoaed  need 
tion.  We  do  not  attempt  to  decide.  We  would  rathar 
as  poaalble,  jon  will  erer  watch  with  the  greateat  care  aad 
Ing  the  leaat  offence  to  jonr  eateemed  brethren.  While  tUa 
aim,  jet  moat  we  be  espedallj  carefnl,  when  there  are  fhoai^ 
without  the  diurch,  who  try  to  promote  dlatnrbaneea. 

We  bessech  jou,  dear  Brethren,  unite  your  hearta  and  haadai 
create  a  wholeaome  fear,  and  be  enabled  the  better  to  atasd 
who  labor  for  the  aeductlon  and  acatterlng  of  the  ehniehaa. 
a  Coetus,  iUTite  all  thoee  who  properly  belong  to  it.  witk  tnm 
and  all  cordiality.  Ponder  with  all  charity  eTerythlng  which  BMy  ba 
promotion  of  lore,  peace  and  unity.  If  you  find  that  the  Artlelaa  ^  the 
occasionally  require  some  further  elucidation,  infbrm  oa  eC  tha  mattaiL  Wi  «■ 
carefully  conaider  it.  and  you  will  aee  that  we  hare  nothing  elaa  la  vlav.  Oa 
the  trueat  welfare  of  your  ehurehea  and  yourselrea,  aa  well  as  the  pnaenalha  tf 
the  beat  Church  Order. 

We  add,  that  we  hare  recelTed  from  the  eldeea  and  the  aalhaaiatd 
of  the  Fire  United  Churchea  of  Kinga  County,  a  written  reqpeat  to  flril  a 
for  thoee  tihurehea.  In  their  name,  and  to  qualify  him  for  aerfleau  We  wfll  At  as 
beat  to  aecure  the  proper  man.  We  haTO  alao  recelTed  at  the  hand  of  lb.  BiAAn 
the  aum  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  Ato  Aorlna.  to  cover  erpeiiaaa.  Aa  aesn  ai  la 
haTO  aecured  aome  one^  we  will  lay  out  that  money  to  the  beat  advaatagL  It 
kind  enough  to  let  the  said  gentleman  know  this,  aa  well  aa  the  other  matltf,  h 
onr  name.  We  wish  him  the  blessing  of  the  Lord.  May  the  same  be  pooni  sst 
on  your  holy  serrlees,  upon  all  who  are  years,  by  the  All-sofliclent  One,  to  ywr 
ererlastlng  sslystlon.  We  subscribe  ourselyes.  In  the  Name  of  the  Be?.  Chwli 
of  Amsterdam, 

Bey.  Gentlemen  and  Brethren, 

Your  Beyerences  Brethren  to  command, 

Caspar  Gorls,        Bee.  AmstetodaBdn^ 

Depot,    k.  t.    Prsttia 
Wm.  Schlpbout,    Bcc.  Amstelod. 

1>eput.    let.    Bcilba. 
Amsterdam,  Oct.  29,  1748. 


Ohubch  of  New  Tobk. 
A  new  School. 

New  York,  Nov.  21, 1743. 

Consistory  held.  The  Deacons  stated  that  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  another  Dutch  School,  they  had  this  month  proposed  to 
Mr.  Abraham  de  Lanoy,  to  give  the  Deacons,  in  writmg,  tbe 
names  of  ten  children  of  poor  parents  in  our  congregation,  wbo 
live  too  far,  especiaWy  m^^97m\.«t>\.f)  ^^tq.<^  to  the  school  of  Hr.  Bxj' 
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approved.  Xr.  de  Libot,  fro-  issuruniitt:  ilie  ciiDdi^m  im^v^^sm^ 
to  ConssioiT's  order,  dajill  jw:«Lie  gnim^  ms  xdhcIi  iiK>iiMT>  xftd 
firewood  as  Xr.  Van  Waccnen  does  f  i>r  tlie  aune  timber.  Mt«  d^ 
I^nnoy  ia  to  fatcrfii^  the  rtildren  ia  tiie  Xeir  Ckn^  and 
Mr.  Van  Wagencn  in  tbe  OU  OnBirk 

The  Deacons  took  the  fiist  opponnnhx  to  make  tliis  kih>wa  to 
the  (Consistoiy)  meeting,  expecting  that  it  vonld  he  affHVi^Ted  as 
good  and  necessaiy  to  the  chmrh.  Consent  was  gii^en  to  M<»* 
Bra.  de  Lanoy  and  Van  Wagenen  as  above  written. 

The  Consistoiy  thereon  dedaied  tliat  thev  affiredated  tlie  ex* 
cellent  aim  of  the  Deacons^  and  approved  the  phm.     They  de-^ 
aired  the  Deacons  to  take  the  matter  to  hearty  and  act  further 
therein  with  the  Conastoiv. 
Witness^  in  name  of  all,  etc 

Henricns  Boel,  p.  t.  Pre»dent 

ChABOB  AOAJW8T  Rev.  J.  H.   GoETSCHIUS.      DECS^CSKa  2,   17i3« 

Antje  Onderdonk,  wife  of  Isamc  Onderdonk,  daring  the  trouble*  abovt  domltt% 
Qoetichlns*t  ordinatloii,  was  Induced  to  make  charfes  agalnat  ldm«  te  aa  aaMartt* 
wlilch  she  sl^ed  by  her  mark.  These  charges  were  at  the  time  two  ye^ra  old* 
and  In  the  meantime  she  and  her  hnsband  had  attended  his  services  aad  had  had 
a  child  or  children  baptised.  She  also  made  coanter  statements,  denytnc  that  aht 
had  erer  made  snch  charfes^  Being  nnable  to  read.  It  Is  donbtfhl  whether  ah* 
correctly  understood  the  affldarlt  which  she  made,  or  whether  It  was  fully  or 
honestly  read  to  her.  The  enemies  of  domlne  Goetschlns  were  rery  bitter  and 
resorted  to  all  sorts  of  measures  to  mln  him.  (See  domlne  Rltsema^s  letter  In  th« 
spring  of  1745,  but  without  date.)  The  affldaTlt  also  contains  expressions  which 
It  Is  Incredible  domlne  Qoetschlus  should  hare  used.  Yet  It  Is  possible  that  h« 
may  have  acted  somewhat  Imprudently.  The  afBdarlt  purports  to  have  been  takea 
before  a  Justice,  Abraham  Polhemus,  who  was  himself  rery  hostlls  to  domlttt 
Goetschlns.     The  Classls  did  not  consider  It  legal  evidence. 

Chubch  of  New  Tobk. 

New  York,  Dec.  15,  1748* 
Consistory  Held. 

1.  The  letters  prepared  by  domine  Du  Bois  were  approved  and 
ordered  to  be  despatched.  Also  copies  were  to  bo  recorded  in 
the  Chiirch-Book. 

2.  Wessel  Wessels  promised  to  pay  to  the  Consistory,  beforo 
the  first  of  February  next,  two  hundred  pounds.     lis  roquontnd 
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thnt  this  aboold  be  accepted  in  discharge  of  his  del>t. 
consideration,  the  Consiatory  imanimously  Resolved  thiis  to  i 
cept  it,  if  he  paid  the  sum  at  that  time,  and  that  this  should  k  m 
recorded. 

The  Letters. 

AddreBEcd:  To  the  Reverend  and  Highly;Eeteenied  Frieni^J 
Th.  Van  Scherluinen,  P.  C.  Da  Boia,  P.  de  Wolff  ai\ 
L.  Clarkaon. 

Eeverend  Sirs  and  Highly-Esteenied  Brethren: — 

As  we  were  hound  to  send  von  ours  of  the  10th  of  May  last,  a 
answer  to  your  esteemed  favor  of  the  18th  of  August,  of  last  veir, 
(1742),  by  which  we  are  wholly  governed,  and  in  the  Postscript 
of  the  same,  testified  our  joy  in  learning  that  Mr.  Carp  had  been 
called  88  our  minbter,  and  was  ready  to  come  hither  by  the  first 
opportunity;  so  it  is  our  sorrow  to  learn,  in  the  sequ^;  from  dif- 
ferent letters,  that  his  journey  was  hindered  by  the  refusal  of  hii 
parents  to  give  their  consent. 

The  expectation  of  the  desired  benefit  to  onr  congregatiim, 
arising  from  the  impressions  received  of  his  qualifications,  induces 
us  to  urge  our  wish,  that  he  would  seek  for  reasons  by  whicb  to 
obtain  the  consent  of  his  parents,  according  to  hia  promise  to 
llr.  de  Wolff.  But  if  this  is  impossible,  we  will  not  doubt  but 
that  you  will  continue  your  zealous  efforts  to  accomplish  oor  ob- 
ject. For  although  both  our  ministers  still  maintain  their  serritt, 
and  BO  far,  we  have  no  lack;  nevertheless  our  oongr^stion) 
greatly  long  to  attain  their  object  for  their  own  security,  for 
which  reason  we  hereby  earnestly  urge  it  upon  you. 

To  this  end,  since  Mr.  Banker  has  communicated  to  onr  aswm- 
bly  the  letter  of  Mr.  de  Wolff  respecting  permission  to  pay  some- 
thing more,  in  defraying  the  necessary  costs  of  calling  a  minister, 
than  was  fixed  by  us,  etc;, this  is  especially  to  inform  you  ti)»l 
we  leave  the  matter  entirely  in  your  hands,  and  give  you  full 
liberty  not  to  spare  any  money  which  may  bo  necessary  to  secure 
the  object.     We  are  ready  to  defray,  in  due  time,  all  the  eipen«* 


OF  THB  State  of  Nxw  Yobk.  2831 

a  may  incnr,  without  fixing  any  limit.  Ifeanwhile,  we  deem 
IS  intimation  of  yonrs  a  proof  of  your  readiness  to  persevere 
^what  we  have  asked  of  you.  You  may  also  he  assured,  that 
bh  without  this  intimation,  we  should  have  heen  satisfied  with 
latever  you  had  disbursed  for  us,  and  would  have  paid  the  same 
l;hout  remark. 

This  then  being  for  the  present  the  substance  of  what  we  had 
say  in  reply  to  the  communication  through  Mr.  Banker,  we 
main,  with  all  affection  and  esteem,  while  heartily  invoking  all 
mporal  and  spiritual  blessings  from  God  in  Christ. 
Your  humble  servants, 

In  the  name,  etc. 

G.  Du  Bois,  p.  t.  President. 

Signed  on  Oct.  7,  but  first  read  and  ordered  to  be  forwarded, 

n  the  15th  of  December,  1743. 

lib.  B.  173. 

Letter  to  Domine  Van  Scherluynen,  Dec.  15,  1743. 

Eer.  Sir  and  Highly  Esteemed  Father  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ:— 
Tour  esteemed  missive  of  Sept.  7th,  received  by  domine  Du 
R)is  on  the  10th  of  December,  and  read  by  him  to  the  Consistory 
he  day  after,  being  Sunday,  after  service,  we  find  filled  with 
fining  proofs  of  your  persistent  zeal  and  special  kindness  for 
I©  welfare  of  our  congregation. 

Although  it  was  sad  to  us  that  our  aim  was  not  attained,  nev- 
^theless,  in  due  reply  to  your  forcible  letters,  which  afford  such 
testimony  of  your  affection  for  us  and  your  ever  watchful  care 
o  fulfill  our  aim,  we  feel  bound  to  make  heartfelt  acknowledg- 
iients  for  your  constant  diligence  and  manifest  care  in  so  weightjj 
.  matter. 

Ve  must  here  express  our  undoubted  confidence  that,  with  the 
3ud  of  the  Most  High,  you  will  not  cease  your  efforts,  \mtil  we, 
tliough  God's  goodness  and  your  care,  reach  our  object,  however 
DQiiierous  may  be  the  difficulties  encompassing  it.     Our  hope  ia 
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in  the  Lord,  in  his  Fatherly  pity,  that  He,  the  Chief  Shepherd, 
will  not  leave  the  sheep  of  His  pasture  without  a  shepherd,  ii 
this  far  distant  province.  We,  therefore,  join  our  prayers  iritk 
yours,  that  His  Divine  Majesty  will  gladden  us  with  the  arrival 
of  the  longed-for  minister,  that  he  may  build  us  up  in  doctriBe 
and  life,  on  our  most  holy  faith;  and  that  we  may  enjoy  fau 
faithful  service  for  many  years,  so  that  holding  the  truth,  ii 
love,  we  may  serve  the  Lord  with  one  mind,  in  the  fear,  etc. 

Since  one  difficulty,  which  might  affect  a  person  othenriae 
disposed  to  accept  our  call,  is,  that  if  the  vessel  suffered  shq^- 
wreck,  his  loss  would  not  be  made  good,  we  hereby  request  that 
the  sum  (value  of  his  goods?)  be  insured  at  our  cost,  and  that 
the  merchants  pay  the  requisite  money.  We  promise  to  return 
the  same  with  thanks. 

May  God  be  merciful  to  us,  and  grant  us  the  desired  suecess. 
Our  highest  aim  in  all  this  is  the  spreading  of  his  glory  by  tbe 
propagation  of  his  gracious  kingdom  in  this  province.  For  w 
declare  before  the  Most  High  that  nothing  is  dearer  to  us  than 
the  upholding  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  whatever 
serves  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bonds  of  peace,  both 
among  ourselves  and  as  far  as  possible  amon^  our  neighboring 
congregations. 

And  as  we  constantly  supplicate  the  Lord  for  his  Spirit  to 
this  end,  so  also  our  prayer  is,  that  God  woidd  pour  out  his  heav- 
enly blessing  upon  you,  your  precious  work  and  your  esteemed 
families.  Thus  we  bring  this  letter  to  an  end.  With  assurances 
of  all  due  respect  and  high  esteem,  for  yourself,  Eev.  Sir,  and 
with  joy  over  your  undeserved  affection  for  us  and  our  Keformed 
Church,  we  subscribe  ourselves, 

Your  humble  and  obedient  Servants, 

Li  name,  etc., 

G.  Du  Bois,  p.  t.  President. 
New  Yor^  Dec.  16, 1748. 

•  Lib.  B.  175-7. 
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Dutch  Church  of  Nbw  York. 

New  York  Jan.  10,  1743-4.  a744.) 

Consistory  held,  after  calllnf  on  Qod's  name.  Mr.  0.  Banker  Informed  the 
Bieetlns  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Th.  Van  Schellulnen,  dated  Oct.  5, 
1748,  In  which  he  wrote  that  there  was  some  hope  of  a  **  suitable,  learned,  etc., 
minister  for  New  York,  which  he  expected,  would  soon  be  realised.  He,  therefore, 
deemed  It  his  duty.  If  the  person  should  decide  to  accept,  to  ascertain  how  his 
Joamey  could  be  arranged  for  to  the  best  advantage.'* 

Mr.  Banker  having  retired,  it  was  unanimously  Resolved,  That  an  answer 
should  be  written  by  the  President,  subject  to  the  approval  of  domine  Boel  and 
elder  C.  Van  Home.  The  letter,  prepared  and  approved,  and  of  which  two  copies 
were  dispatched  immediately,  runs  thus: 

To  our  Esteemed  Friends,  Th.  van  Scherluynen  and  P.  C.  Du  Bois;  and  P.  de 
Wolff  and  L.  Clarkson: 

It  was  very  agreeable  to  us  to  learn  from  Mr.  Scherluynen's  letter  to  Mr.  Banker, 
dated  Oct.  B,  1743,  that  there  was  a  hope  of  a  suitable,  learned,  etc.  minister  for 
<rar  congregation,  which  you  expected  soon  to  see  realised,  and  therefore,  desired 
to  tiave  advice  from  us,  how  the  minister.  In  case  he  resolved  to  accept  the  call, 
coald  best  arrange  his  Journey. 

This  is  our  reply.  As  in  ours  of  the  17th  of  December  last,  we  requested.  In 
case  of  the  coming  of  a  minister  for  ub,  that  the  Merchants  should  insure  his 
goods,  and  this  Is  now  repeated  by  us;  so  now,  we  also  request.  In  case  this 
gentleman  or  any  other  accepts  our  call,  that  you  will  send  him  to  us  In  the 
quickest  and  safest  way,  whether  direct  from  Holland,  or  by  the  way  of  England 
or  Boston.  Do  not  regard  so  much  the  expense  as  the  convenience  and  safety  of 
mmself  and  family.  The  expenses  we  will  repay,  without  any  limitation.  We 
leave  all  to  your  wisdom  and  prudent  management. 

In  the  beginning  of  March  next,  (1744)  a  well-furnished  ship  is  to  depart  hence 
to  Amsterdam.  After  a  short  stay  It  will  return  here,  but  It  has  no  guns.  This 
Is  mentioned  only  for  Information. 

Hoping,  therefore,  that  €k>d  will  prosper  our  design,  we  remain,  with  due  respect; 
and  wishes  for  all  blessings  upon  you, 

Your  obedient  servant!, 

In  the  name,  etc., 

Q.  Du  Bois,  p.  t.  President. 
New  York,  Jan.  16,  1748-4.  (1744.) 


Certificate  of  ObuRCH-MEMBERSHip  of  Rev.  John  Henry 

QoETSCHius,  February  19,  1744. 

(Original  in  Grerman.) 

To  the  Reader: — Happiness  an<J  Blessing: 

John  Henry  Gotschy  is  a  member  of  onr  Reformed  Church  in 
Germantown.  In  the  year  1736,  in  the  month  of  November,  he 
satisfied,  by  his  confession  of  faith,  together  with  a  beseeming 
v^-alk,  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Bartholomew  Rieger,  whom  we  had  at 
that  time  invited  to  administer  the  Lord's  Supper  in  our  church, 
and  the  officers  of  the  church  for  the  time  being;  so  that  we  per- 
mitted him  to  partake  of  the  Holy  Supper  with  us.     This  we  now 
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certify,  at  his  desire,  in  writing,  as  elders  and  leaders  of  tbl 

church;  and  do  confirm  the  same,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  i 

our  said  Pastor,  with  our  own  signatures. 

So  done  at  Germantown,  Feb.  19,  1743/4. 

John  Pechtel,  Engelberth  Lack,  John  Busch,  Paul  GeisseL 

Chueoh  of  New  York. 
Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  March  15,  VOL 

Consistory  held.  Messrs.  Abm.  Van  Wyck,  Elbert  Hatring 
and  Bobt.  Benson  were  appointed  a  committee  to  go  this  Spring 
with  Mr.  Abel  Hardenbroek,  Overseer  of  the  Manor  of  Fordham, 
to  the  Manor,  and  enquire  into  the  condition  of  the  same,  for  the 
information  of  the  Consistory. 

If  they  shall  deem  it  best  for  the  interests  of  our  CSiuich,  thg 
are 

1.  To  enlarge  the  farm  of  Michael  Odel,  by  adding  the  acres 
required;  and,  in  place  of  his  cutting  wood  all  over  the  Commons, 
appropriating  to  him  a  particular  part  of  the  Woodland  for  bis 
use;  and  to  make  agreement  with  him  accordingly. 

2.  To  lay  out  the  farm  of  Hendrik  Michielsze,  and  agree  with 
him  for  the  rent  up  to  the  year  1747. 

3.  To  allow  Hendrik  Bruin  a  portion  of  *the  Woodland  near 
his  farm,  and  to  agree  with  him  upon  the  rent. 

4.  To  act  on  the  request  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  the  smith  there, 
sustained  by  the  recommendations  of  our  tenants,  to  allow  hira, 
for  this  time  the  wood  of  the  trees  already  fallen,  (for  which  no 
other  use  is  found),  to  make  charcoal  for  his  own  use,  yet  not  w 
transfer  the  right  to  any  other  person  whatever  —  and  onlv  for 
this  time. 

5.  Farther,  to  do  all  they  shall  find  needful  for  the  good  of  our 
church  —  being  fully  authorized  thereto  in  our  Consistory  meet- 
ing at  Xew  York  on  the  above  date. 

Witness,  in  name,  etc., 
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Chuboh  of  New  Yobk, 
Map  of  the  Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  April  9,  1744, 

Consistory  held.  The  Committee  appointed  March  15,  174^ 
(to  visit  the  Manor  of  Fordham)  reported  their  proceedings. 

The  Consistory  approved  the  written  chart  shown  to  them,  as 
to  the  additions  of  portions  of  the  Manor,  mentioned  in  the  first 
three  Articles;  and  the  Committee  will  now,  according  to  the 
same,  allow  each  one  his  portion  in  the  Woodland.  The  fourth 
Article,  respecting  Lawrence,  the  Smith,  was  also  confirmed. 

As  to  the  fifth  Article,  it  was  determined  that  after  the  ap- 
portioning of  the  abovenamed  parts  of  the  Woodland,  the  Com- 
mittee  should  consider  what,  in  view  of  the  good  of  the  church, 
they  could  add  to  the  farm  of  Jacob  Lent,  and  make  agreement 
with  him  for  the  rent.  Thus  done  in  Consistory  at  New  York 
<m  date  above  given* 

Witness,  in  name,  etc., 

Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  President. 

Lib.  B.  181. 

Rev.  Fbedebio  Muzelius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Apeii* 

11/22,  1744.     (Vol.  xxiii.  8.) 

Beverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam: 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  have  been  informed  upon  good  au- 
thority, that  the  letter  signed  by  domines  Boel  and  Mancius,  on 
the  9th  of  August,  (old  style),  1743,  and  sent  to  the  Bev.  Classis 
of  Amsterdam,  has  already  been  received  by  your  Eeverences.  I 
herewith  report,  that  I  spoke  about  this  letter  and  advocated  it 
during  the  summer,  but  I  was  prevented  from  being  present  when 
it  was  drafted,  signed  and  despatched. 

Nevertheless  it  was  communicated  to  me  verbatim,  and  I  fully 
approve  of  it.     I  also  herewith  confirm  its  statements,  and  request 
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the  Bev.  Clasais  to  consider  the  letter  sent^  as  written  by  mB  as 

well  as  domines  Boel  and  Mancius. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  sign 

Fredericus  Muzelius. 

[Alt  New  York  11/22  of  April,  1744. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Ahbtebdam; 

Letters  from  Pennsylvania  and  New  York. 

1744,  April  13th.  Art  4.  The  Eev.  Depp,  also  report  a 
letter  from  Pennsylvania,  and  (one)  from  New  York,  written 
by  Eevs.  Boel  and  Mancius,  August  9,  1743.  These  were  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Messrs.  Depp.,  who  arrived  to-day,  with  the 
request  to  consider  the  same,  and  subsequently  to  furnish  the 
Assembly  with  their  report  (pre-advice).  The  same  was  also 
done  with  a  letter  from  the  elders  and  deacons  of  the  Churdi  of 
Mahackemack  (Port  Jervis)  and  Minnisink,  in  New  York  and 
New  Jersey,  dated  May  3,  1743.     xiL  59. 

Rev.  (Caspar  Ludwig)  Schnorr. 

1744,  April  13th.  Art.  11.  A  certain  Eev.  Schnorr  has  been 
appointed  by  the  church  of  Zweibrugge  as  minister  in  Pwmsyl- 
vania,  but,  according  to  certain  reports,  is  of  very  bad  behavior. 
Therefore  it  was  resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  the  Messrs. 
Deputies  ad  res  Exteras  will  be  pleased  to  submit  their  opinion, 
whether  anything  effectual  can  be  done  about  this  matter, 
adi.  60. 

Letter  from  Nieuwtuin  (Newtown)  on  Long  Island. 

1744,  April  13th.  Art.  14.  There  was  also  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras,  a  letter  dated  June  22, 
1743,  from  Nieuwtuin  on  Long  Island,  written  by  three  eldew 
there,     zii.  60. 
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Synod  of  Noeth  Hollakdu 

Extract  from  Correspondence. 

:ev.  J.  P.  Bohm  to  Synod  of  North  Holland,  20  April,  1744. 

(The  congregation  at  Goachenhoppen,  Pa.)  bad  accepted  the  young 

oetachey  aa  their  mlnlater,  but  he,  after  Key.  Domlne  Doralua  arrlred,  left  them, 
Dd  went  orer  to  live  with  Domlne  Doralua,  and  atudy  with  him.  Thla  he  did  for 
ae  year,  and  then  he  was  ordained  by  Beva.  Doralua  and  Frelllnghuysen  at 
aretana,  asalated  by  another  one,  who,  aa  I  learned  afterward,  was  called 
ennentt.    Since  that  time  reporta  have  been  circulated  that  he  waa  a  follower  of 

imuelleld,  and  had  been  ordained  (inatalled?)  on  Long  Island  in  April,  1741 

Hague  CaUlogue,  74.  L  8S. 

Chtjech  of  New  Yobk. 
Map  of  the  Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  April  24,  1744. 

Consistory  held.  The  Committee  reported  the  farther  execu- 
lon  of  what  had  been  requested  of  them  concerning  the  Manor, 
^he  Consistory  approved  the  appointing  of  Woodland  to  the  ten- 
nts,  and  also  the  Streelye  (?)  lands  to  the  clerk. 

It  was  also  judged  necessary  to  have  an  accurate  map  of  our 
vhole  Manor,  made  on  parchment.  Mr.  Abm.  Van  Wyck  was 
equested  to  do  this,  at  a  cost  not  more  than  five  pounds,  New 
''ork  money.  This  he  agreed  to  do.  Mr.  Hardenbroek  was 
istructed  to  point  out  to  our  tenants  who  have  swamps  on  their 
arms,  where  they  can  use  the  swamps  for  making  hay. 

Pieter  Valentyn,  at  his  own  request,  was  allowed  to  have,  dur- 

ig  his  own  and  his  wife's  life,  or  the  life  of  either  one  of  them, 

piece  of  land  to  rent,  on  the  back  part  of  the  Manor,  near  the 

lill  of  Peter  De  Lancey,  on  the  same  conditions  as  the  other 

jnants.     This  is  on  condition  that  he  pays  one  shilling  an  acre, 

early  rent,  (for  which  his  son  Jacobus  shall  sign  security,)  and 

uild  a  dwelling  there.     For  this  building,  properly  constructed, 

tie  Consistory  will  allow  two  years  rent,  free.     Both  of  them 

ccepted  this,  and  Mr.  Hardenbroek  is  to  point  out  to  them  the 

lace  on  the  Manor. 

lib.  B.  183. 
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Classis  of  Amstbbdaic 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

Extract  from  a  letter  of  John  Caspar  Friemniiili,  writtea  ism 

MiTim'siTik,  April  25,  1744. 

The  writer  states,  that  he  has  understood  that  the  letter  tent 
by  the  people  of  Minnisink  to  the  Bev.  Classis  of  AmsterdAiDt 
with  the  accompanying  Confession  of  Faith  by  the  writer,  vis 
received  by  the  Classis.  He  declares  that  everything  whid 
stands  expressed  in  that  letter,  written  by  the  people  of  Miiuii* 
sink,  has  his  approval  and  consent.  He  declares  further  that  he 
leaves  the  whole  affair  therein  mentioned  to  the  Christian  deliv- 
erance of  the  Bev.  Classis. 

Signed,  High  Eeverend  Classis,  Your  High  Kevd's  obedient 

and  submissive  servant, 

John  Caspar  FryenmutL 

Minnisink,  April  25,  1744.  xxiiL  8. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstssdaic 

Eeport  on  letters  from  Abroad. 

1744,  May  4th.  Art.  3.  1.  On  the  report  made  by  the  Bev. 
Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  in  regard  to  the  letter  (Ap.  14/25, 1743), 
of  Eevs.  Boel  and  Mancius:  It  was  resolved  to  write  to  them 
that,  80  far  as  we  are  informed,  there  is  no  reason  to  have  anj 
fear  about  an  (ecclesiastical)  Overseer;  also  that  they  had  not 
been  accused  by  Eev.  Dorsius;  moreover  to  admonish  them  to 
exercise  peace  and  imity  with  their  colleagues.  In  addition,  in 
view  of  their  own  request,  that  at  their  expense  they  might  liave 
sent  to  them,  yearly,  a  copy  of  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  (of  Xorth 
Holland)  it  was  resolved  that  those  of  1742  and  1743  should  be 
sent  over  at  once,  provisionally,  in  the  hope  that,  with  the  resto- 
ration of  mutual  friendship,  and  the  better  inter-change  with 
one  another  of  the  Synodical  documents,  such  (extra  copies)  will 
not  be  necessary  every  year. 
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2.  The  elders  and  deacons  of  Minnisink  make  known  in  their 
letter,  (May  3,  1743,)  how  the  Kev.  Dorsius  had  appointed 
among  them,  as  minister,  one  (John  Caspar)  Fryenmoet,  who 
has  been  an  assistant  to  a  certain  gentleman.  He  is  a  man  who 
has  studied  Theology,  but,  has  not  been  examined.  They  testify 
concerning  him  that  his  conduct  is  exemplary,  and  his  ministry 
acceptable  to  the  people.  To  this  letter  was  attached  an 
extended  Confession  of  Faith  by  the  said  Fryenmoet.  They 
wished  that  this  might  serve  him,  before  this  Assembly,  in  the 
place  of  an  examination. 

The  Assembly,  taking  into  consideration  the  good  testimony 
which  is  given  concerning  this  individual,  and  the  edification 
which  the  congregation  enjoys  from  his  preaching,  resolved,  that 
for  sufficient  reasons,  in  this  instance,  liberty  be  given  to  the 
neighboring  ministers  in  that  country,  to  examine  the  said  person 
at  their  Coetus,  in  the  name  of  this  Assembly,  and  subsequently 
to  ordain  him;  but  it  will  not  be  permitted  that  this  should  be 
cited  as  a  precedent. 

3.  In  the  letter  (June  22,  1743)  of'  the  three  elders  of  Nieuw 
Tuin  (IN'ewtown)  occur  various  instances  of  the  confusion  and 
improper  acts  which  had  taken  place  there;  and  they  ask  advice 
and  coimcil  from  this  Assembly.  It  was  resolved  to  write  to 
them,  that  they  should  cherish  peace  and  charity  among  them- 
selves. And  inasmuch  as  the  case  of  (John  H.)  Goetsius,  of 
which  they  speak  especially,  will  probably  have  to  be  acted  on 
in  the  Synod,  their  account  regarding  him  shall  be  inserted  ver- 
batim in  these  Minutes,  in  order  to  convey  the  same  subsequently 
to  that  Christian  Assembly: 

Extracts  from  a  letter  written  by  the  three  elders  of  New  Town, 
on  Long  Island,  June  22,  1743,  namely,  William  van  Duin, 
Cornelius  Kappalje,  and  John  Wyckoff : 

"  We  received  last  Autumn  an  extract  from  your  letter  (sent) 
by  Kev.  Arondeus,  about  the  illegality  of  the  ordination  of  Rev, 
(John  H.)  Goetsius,  by  Eev.  Dorsius.     That  confirmed  us  the 
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mon  wtmAj,  in  what  Ber.  Boel,  ever  ginc«  Ma;,  1741,  did  eon- 
■tanily  md  Btoet  rtrsnnotiBly    advise,    whenever   there  vas  an 
Ofiportani^ ;  and,  by  Tirtae  of  your  letter,  he  continued  to  adriss 
W  to  act  in  aocwrduuse  therewith.     And  especially  did  he  so, 
becaoae  Mr.  GkwtBina,  in  the  midst  ai  his  perveraitv  loirardi  ihe 
Befoimed  Doctrine  and  Clmrch  Order,  and  with  contempt  for 
yonr  deoitiim,  went  on  administering  the  eacramentfl  no  matter 
how  mnoh  we  b^ged  him  to  omit  siieh  service  for  the  present,    I 
and  to  omdtict  himself  with  legal  propriety.     Accordingly,  sme 
we  and  the  majority  of  our  congregations,  were  much  di«tarbed  A 
hj  him,  we  resolved  to  rid  ourselves  of  him,  as  we  had  dtsiniJ 
him  only  as  a  lawful,'  orthodox,  Reformed  Itiniater.     Mea!itiBfr4 
we  8p<^  with  Mr.  Ooetmus  and  with  his  four  consistorieE.  it 
Newtown,  eW.,  in  order  to  induce  him,  to  request  advice  on  lbi( 
matter,  of  Seva.   dn  Boie   and   Bocl   of   New   York.     Em  be 
zenudned  entiWiy  away  from  Eev.  Boel,  and  sent  a  letter,  to  ihf 
contMnpt  of  BeT.  Boel  and  his  well  known  devotion  to  the  !)en 
interests  of  the  church.     "When  this  letter  was  brought  Lefoie  1 
(lit.  diende,  served  in)  the  consistory,  Eev.  Boel  declared,  tint 
from  time  to  time  he  had  given  advice  about  Mr.  Goetsins,  eb  i 
deliberate   fanatic,    (enthusiast),   and   as  one  acting-  unlawfuHv 
towards  our  church.     We  could  not  consent  to  l^alize  the  ciH 
of  Mr.  Qoetsius,  both  because  of  your  Classical  letter  about  him, 
and  his  acts  of  disobedience  against  the  Reformed  Doctrine,  u 
well  as  the  Holland  Church  Order.     But  he  had  persisted  in  the 

same   course   still   further   and    allowed   his  brother 

Moures  (Maurice?)  to  preach  publicly  in  his  place,  notwithstand- 
ing our  prohibition.  He  said  that  each  of  them  bad  an  inirard 
call  through  God's  Spirit;  that  this  was  superior  to  all  exteniil 
ordinations.  Such  acts,  said  he,  were  but  human  inatitutioiis, 
but  in  the  case  of  both  of  them,  it  was  as  with  Saul  and  Banaba 
in  Acts  13:2.  This  disgusted  the  most  of  ub  with  him  to  tba 
last  degree.  We  felt  that  we  never  wanted  anything  more  to 
do  with  him.    TheTeioTe  e.W  -n«  -would  not  permit  a  oonumtM 


OF  THX  State  of  New  Yobk.  8841 

1744 

o  arrange  for  the  legalization  of  his  position.  The  church  was 
dso  closed  against  him,  so  that  he  went  preaching  to  his  adherents 
n  bams  or  in  the  open  fields.  For  acting  thus,  Rev.  Freling- 
luvzen  commends  him . 

Furthermore,  Mr.  Goetsius  with  Mr.  Colver  proceeded  to 
lepose  us  (elders)  and  to  appoint  new  elders  and  deacons  of  his 
own  kind,  which  was  done  also  at  Jamaica.  He  also  allowed  our 
church  to  be  broken  open  on  May  23,  in  order  that  Eev.  Freling- 
huisen  might  preach  there,  and  install  the  newly  elected  officers. 
All  this  was  done  in  the  face  of  our  protest  to  both  gentlemen, 
Frelinghuisen  and  Goetsius.  Rev.  (Gualterus)  du  Bois  also,  and 
the  members  of  his  committee,  complained  of  Mr.  Goetsius,  that 
he  had,  notwithstanding  his  own  petition  for  favorable  counsel 
and  advice,  withdrawn  himself  altogether  away  from  him, 
(Dn  Bois)  and  had  not  answered  his  last  two  letters;  that  they 
had  grievances  against  him  also,  on  account  of  that  illegal  depos- 
ing (of  the  old  consistory)  and  the  appointing  of  a  new  con- 
sistory.  These  gentlemen  also  recognize  the  fact  that  Mr.  Goet- 
sius continues  in  and  increases  in  perversities.  Therefore  wo 
renounce  him  with  the  more  reason 

If  then  Mr.  Goetsius  is  in  our  church  without  the  least  law- 
ful authority,  could  he  be  recognized  or  admitted  either  as  a 
candidate  or  minister?  If  Rev.  Dorsius  had  not  authoritv  to 
qualify  (anyone)  as  a  minister,  then  neither  did  it  belong  to  him 
to  qualify  any  one  as  a  candidate;  and  if  he  (Goetsius)  is  yet 
without  any  lawful  advancement,  how  can  these  gentlemen  under 
such  circumstances,  give  valid  Christian  counsel,  that  Mr.  Goet- 
sius can  only  properly  as  a  candidate,  exercise  the  functions  of 
a  preacher,  although  without  administering  the  sacraments? 
Reflecting  that  Rev.  du  Bois,  etc.,  etc.,  did  not  scruple  to  burden 
Rev.  Boel  so  heavily,  we  might  accuse  ourselves  about  our 
refusal,  to  give  our  case  into  their  hands;  but  we  thought  our- 
selves imder  obligation  humbly  to  acquaint  your  High  Rever- 
ences herewith,  having  been  also  requested  in  writing  to  do  go, 
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by  the  majority  of  onr  people.  It  grievefl  us  to  the  utmost  to 
have  been  so  misled  by  that  call  to  Mr.  Goetsius.  Therefore  «e 
are  disposed  to  ward  off  by  ecclesiastical  action  such  as  nm 
about  in  our  land  without  having  a  (legal)  mission,  etc.,  etc. 
We  humbly  ask  aid  towards  the  disapproval  and  removal  of  Mr. 
Goetsius,  so  as  to  prevent  others  from  obtaining  any  power  in 
managing  our  church  affairs  outside  of  those  commissioned  hj 
your  High  Eeverences;  for  such  attempts  are  made  here  too 
often."     xiL  61,  64. 

Kev.  Sehnor. 

The  case  of  Bev.  Kieger  and  Sehnor  remain  in  statu,    zii  61 
Art.  6. 

Classis  of  Amstebdak. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Statement  of  Cornelius  Van  Wych  about  a  certain  conversatioD 
of  Rev.  J.  H.  Goetschius,  May  14,  1744. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i. 

In  conversation  with  myself  and  my  wife  at  my  house,  during  his  last  visit  In 
Flshklll,  Kev.  Goetschius  spoke  of  the  scarcity  of  ministers  here,  and  said  thit 
that   would  soon  be  changed. 

He  said  further  that  most  of  the  ministers  In  this  country  were  nnregenerate 
(lit.  natural)  ministers,  and  that  they  were  the  cause  of  preventing  ministers  frco 
coming  over  here.  And  getting  very  earnest  In  his  talk  he  said  emphatically  tlut 
Kev.  Antonldes  had  already  preached  many  people  Into  hell;  and  that  Rev.  Free- 
man himself  now  lay  burning  In  hell.  For  this  my  wife  severely  rebuked  him  » 
that  he  kept  still  on  that  point.  I  myself  heard  Rev.  Goetschius  say  that,  and  lo 
certify  It  to  be  a  fact  Cornelius  Van  Wyck. 

May  14,   1744. 

The  above  Is  a  declaration  of  one  Cornelius  Van  Wyck,  a  person  worthy  of 
belief  and  well  known  to  me.  Christian   Bancker. 

Bbv.  John  Henry  Goetschius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

(No  date.) 

[His  declaration  of  submission  to  the  Classis.] 

Portfolio  ''  New  York  '\  Vol.  i. 

Very  Kev.  Sirs:  Herewith  I  place  myself  humbly  before  your  High  Revs,  pnj- 
Ing  most  submissively,  that  your  Ilevs.  may  be  graciously  pleased  to  consent  to 
my  acceptance  of  this  call.  It  was  made  out  to  my  name  after  previous  bearinr 
of  my  preaching  it^U«,  tiu^  %^ii\.  \o  m«  ttc^m  \.\v^  Q>Yx:^t<^h.  by  two  elders,  Jicobni 
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Mcmtfoort  and  Abraham  Polhemlns.  ForirlTe  me  my  InciTlIlty,  arltlni;  from 
.flinorance,  that,  before  I  accepted  It,  I  did  not  humbly  request  the  High  Rer. 
LHawsIa  for  their  moat  gradona  consent.  For,  In  eyery  step  I  take  from  now  on, 
L^t  la  my  dealre  to  conduct  myself  In  no  other  way  than  by  the  adylce  of  your 
!*«▼«.  Messrs.  Casparus  Goria  and  Willem  Schlphout,  the  worthy  members  (Depu- 
taitl)  of  that  Rer.  Claasis.  I  am  well  conrinced  that  in  these  parts,  we  are  under 
tlie  eeclealastical  Jurisdiction  of  the  Rer.  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  Wherefore  I  feel 
myself  viost  strongly  bound  to  agree  with  ererythlng  which  your  High  Rers.  may 
t^m  pleased  to  advise  my  humble  self,  concerning  either  my  ordination  or  my 
■nlnlstry;  ao  that  In  all  our  eeclealastical  acts,  not  only  myself,  but  also  my  much 
■>eIOTed  hearera,  may  enjoy  peace  of  aouL  Thia  ia  the  humble  prayer  of  your 
moat  lowly  seryant,  J.  Henricua  Ooetachius.^ 
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C14ASSIS  of  Amstbrdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondeiice. 

IThe  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  Minisink  and 

Mahackemack,  K  Y.  May  1744,  No.  8. 

To   Messrs.   W.   Kool,   John   Van  Vliet,  Henry  Cortrecht,   Abram   Van  Kampen, 
Eidera  and  Deacons  of  Mlnissink,  etc.,  and  liachakemeg  in  New  York. 

Oentlemen  and  Brethren: — Tour  letter  of  May  8rd  1743  was  aafely  received  by 
Ser.  Claaais  of  Amsterdam.  They  haye  observed  therefrom  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances  and  distress  of  your  churches  by  reason  of  the  appointment  of  J.  C. 
Fryenmoet  by  those  who  were  not  authorised  to  make  such  appointment,  etc., 
•tc  The  Rev.  Classis  also  perceives  the  difficulties  in  sending  J.  C.  Fryenmoet 
orer  here,  in  order  that  his  Reverence  might  be  examined  and  properly  qualified, 
becanae  of  the  expense  involved,  as  well  as  ether  circumstances,  which  make  such 
a  course  objectionable.  The  Classis  has  also  considered  the  testimony  which  you 
give  concerning  him,  as  to  his  character  and  his  ability  to  edify,  as  well  as  the 
Confession  of  Faith  wtiich  he  himself  has  prepared. 

To  all  this  the  Clasels  replies  as  far  as  possible,  as  follows: 

First,  in  general:  Although  the  Classis  is  well  satisfied  with  your  testimony 
concerning  his  deportment,  and  hopes  he  may  become  more  and  more  established 
In  every  good  work,  so  as  to  be  a  shining  light  both  in  word  and  example;  yet  the 
appointment  which  he  has  received  is  in  no  way  lawful  and  complete  according  to 
Church  Order.  We  therefore  advise  as  follows:  Having  regard  to  the  difficulties 
which  would  arise,  were  Fryenmoet  sent  over  here,  Claasis  decides  that  all  thinga 
may  continue  as  they  are,  if  the  case  Is  managed  as  follows:  That  J.  C.  Fryenmoet 
be  examined  preparatoir  and  peremptolr  in  the  name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 
by  an  Assembly,  (or  Coetus  as  Assemblies  are  sometimes  called.)  of  a  few  asso- 
elated  churches;  and  if  he  be  found  qualified  that  he  be  confirmed  anew,  in  nomine 
Glasals  Amstelodamensls,  by  yourselves,  in  those  congregations  wherein  he  has 
already  labored.  He  may  then  hereafter  be  considered  as  one  who  has  lawfully 
come  to  you  from  us,  without,  however,  making  this  case  a  precedent  for  the 
future. 

Moreover,  the  Classis  is  extremely  pleased  to  observe  your  anxiety  to  conduct 
yourselves  in  all  things  in  accordance  with  the  counsel,  and  under  the  approval  of 
the  Rev.  Clasals.  The  Classis  therefore  offers  to  serve  you  In  love  In  every 
possible  way;  and  greatly  desired  to  hear  from  you,  from  time  to  time  that  your 
churches,  as  well  as  yourselves,  are  prospering,  and  that  the  preaching  of  the 
Uo^>el  is  being  blessed. 

We  conclude  with  assurances  of  our  brotherly  love,  and  great  interest  in  your 
welfare.  We  commend  you  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Most  High,  while  we 
remain.  Worthy  Sirs, 

Amsterdam,  (Signed  as  preceding:) 

May,   1744. 

*  HMiu—  Wblto  this  has  no  date,  It  evidently  belon^n  here.    See  his  former  letter 
•C  Anfl  UL 1744;  and  the  letter  of  his  opponents  of  May  1,  1744.    TYi\a  T^^cX^xtiWoti 
It  a  Mitatttiit*  tot  that  proposed  on  May  1. 
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Classis  of  Austeodau. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 
Th«  Clusis  of  Amsterdam  to  certain  individuala  at  Nevton, 

Long  Island,  Slay,  1744.     No.  9. 
To  MesBTB.  W.  van  Duin,  Cornelius  Rappalje  and  John  WjckoS, 

tt  Newtown,  (Nieuwtuin),  on  Lr>ng  Island. 

Esteemed  Brethren :  The  Kev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  has  con- 
ddered  your  account  of  the  state  of  Affairs  in  your  congregstiia. 
and  e^>eaifill7  that  which  relates  to  yourselves  personally.  Sb* 
has  aocordingly  charged  us,  the  Deputies  for  Foreign  AStia, 
'Co  answer  yovi  letter  in  a  general  and  f  riendlj  way,  in  referaiM 
to  the  chief  matter,  namely,  the  action  of  Rev.  I>or=iii? 
reqMKit  to  Rev.  Goetacbius,  etc.  The  Clasais  cannot  espreas  iet 
judgment  thneon,  as  the  caao  was  taken  before  the  Syno-l  of 
ITorth  Midland,  and  was  already  acted  on  last  year,  1743, 
will  be  more  ivSij  discussed  this  year.  Therefore  the  Gi*K 
can  gire  yon  no  private  advice  for  the  present,  except  thst  ii  if 
the  duty  of  every  one  to  labor  toward  the  establishing  of  pe«8, 
charity  and  edification.  You  know  that  nothing  is  more  hurtful 
to  the  Gospel  than  disputes  and  schisms.  Therefore  we  besewi 
you,  to  use  every  effort  on  your  part  to  this  end.  And  if  in/' 
thing  has  been  done  against  you,  or  may  yet  he  done,  tr?  M 
overcome  all  by  humility,  patience,  and  longsuffering.  Snlmiit 
also  to  all  good  order,  that  everything  may  be  done  uprightlvisi 
for  the  ediEcation  of  the  Church. 

This  is  all  that  the  Rev.  Classis  can  suggest  for  the  preficnl 
in  this  business.  We  cordially  wish  you  all  prosperity,  atwrt 
all,  prosperity  of  the  soul.  May  you  soon  be  again  joined  in  one 
spirit.  Thus  will  you  be  of  great  xiso  in  building  up  and  edifnng 
the  Church,  and  promoting  faith  in  its  membership. 

Herewith,  we  heartily  send  our  greetings,  in  the  name  of  li* 
Bev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Worthy  Sirs, 

(Signed  as  preceding  letten  i" 
the    Record    BooL     >'«>" 
Am8teTdam,1iay,1144.  ^^^'^  li.'sv^*.  ^■«>eA 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Report  on  Letters  from  Abroad. 

1744,  June  1st.  The  letter  of  the  Messrs.  Depp,  ad  res 
^xteras  to  Revs.  Boel  and  Mancius  was  approved,  and  will  be, 
subsequently,  forwarded;  also  the  letter  regarding  Rev.  Fryen- 
Tnoet,  to  the  elders  and  deacons  of  Minnisink.  But  there  must 
1)6  further  added  to  it,  that  he  must  be  examined  preparatorily 
as  well  as  finally.  They  have  also  written  to  the  elders  of  New- 
town, which  letter  was  likewise  approved,  and  these  gentlemen 
were  thanked  for  their  trouble,     xii.  66.     Art.  8. 

Case  of  Rev.  Rieger  and  Schnor. 

Art.  4.  The  same  gentlemen  also  submit,  in  accordance  with 
a  previous  resolution,  their  report,  (pre-advice),  regarding  the 
paper  which  Rev.  Rieger  had  submitted,  as  a  reply  to  the  ques- 
tions of  this  Assembly.  This  pre-advice  was  accepted  with 
thanks,  and  changed  into  a  resolution  of  Classis.  The  case  was 
further  recommended  to  the  Depp,  aforesaid,  and  they  requested 
to  labor  to  this  effect,  that  the  same  may  be  made  operative  in 
the  best  possible  manner.  And  since  Rev.  Rieger  has  agreed  to 
keep  up  a  correspondence  with  this  Assembly,  he  is  also  requested 
to  observe  carefully  the  person  and  conduct  of  Rev.  Schnor. 
At  the  same  time  this  Assembly  shall  write  to  Rev.  Schnor. 
xii.  65. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Messrs.  Henry  Boel,  and  George 
William  Mancius,  pastors  in  (the  Province  of)  New  York, 
June  1,  1744.  Vol.  30,  p.  13.     No.  7. 

Rev.  Gentlemen  and  Brethren:  Your  letter  of  August  9, 
1743,  having  been  presented,  the  Rev.  Classis  was  enabled  to 
learn  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  the  churches  of  your 
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provinces.     It  ia  with  much  grief  that  she  disMvers  tia  pril 
confusion,  discord,  lack  of  brotherly  love  and  peace  vhicli 
among  the  churches  and  congregations. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  remind  you,  Rev.  Gentlemen  »nd  Brei 
ron,  what  injury  such  a  condition  occasions  to  the  common  avt 
of  the  Gospel,  especially  the  spread  of  the  same  among  lb* 
heathen.  We  would,  therefore,  stir  you  up  with  brolhdT 
admonition  to  perform  everything  which  may  tend  to  mutnii 
peace  and  edification  in  the  faith,  while  we  say  with  the  Apo-ilf, 
"And  above  all,  put  on  Charity,  which  is  the  bond  of  perfectow." 

Kow  concerning  the  points  about  which  yon  write,  ws  aikt 
answer,  as  follows: 

1.  That  Kev,  Dorsius  might  possibly  have  complained  of  tob 
here  about  certain  matters.  We  assure  you  that  nothing  m 
presented  to  Classis,  by  him,  on  any  of  these  matters. 

2.  You  were  apprehensive  that  some  one  might  come  own 
from  abroad  as  Superintendent,  etc.  Concerning  this  we  declm 
that  we  have  heard  notliing  of  such  a  plan,  nor  do  we  supp-^^fl 
that  such  a  measure  will  take  place. 

3.  That  you  do  not  regularly  receive  the  Minutes,  and  other 
letters  and  documents  coming  from  us,  and  that  therefore,  JM 
cannot  make  such  use  of  them  as  you  desire. 

The  Clasflis  is  very  anxious  that  such  regulations  be  observed 
as  exbt  in  this  country,  viz.,  that  each  member  of  an  EocIesiasU- 
cal  Assembly  shall  have  access  to  all  such  papers  as  belong  W 
said  Assembly  in  common,  and  which  are  therefore  kept  in  I 
definite  place  after  that  the  same  have  been  read  by  all  the  meit 
bera,  for  which  a  certain  time  is  allowed  each  one. 

But  as  you  have  requested  that  a  copy  of  the  Hinntea  shonii 
be  made  and  sent  over  at  your  expense,  the  Kev.  Classig  hts  con- 
Bented  thereto  for  the  present.  Such  copy  is  aent  to  yon,  at  jonr 
own  expense,  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  M.  Van  Aercen,  vit  the  Itin- 
utes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  for  1742  and  1743. 

Finally,  in  tcIctctvic  to  'Oafe  •iws.e  <it  Rev.  Dorsius,  «nd  (u 
ordination  oi^^ev.  Goc\.SR\\\^i%,^^ift  ^'f^»a'Wi«6>TiR\-'«^^'«'K^ 
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sider  this  particularly,  since  the  matter  was  taken  last  year  to  the 
Synod  of  North  Holland,  and  will  probably  be  further  acted  on 
this  year.  Nevertheless  the  Classis  has  resolved  to  permit,  at 
present,  and  for  this  once,  in  the  case  of  J.  C.  Frymoet,  that  he 
be  examined  preparatoir  and  preemptoir,  in  the  name  of  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  in  a  Coetus  or  Ecclesiastical  Assembly  of 
at  least  some  churches,  and  that  he  be  subsequently  ordained  and 
installed,  so  that  he  may  henceforth  perform  his  service  under 
the  blessing  of  the  Most  High,  in  peace  and  not  in  tribulation 
(lit.,  all-sighing.)  This  case,  however,  must  not  be  considered 
as  a  precedent  in  future.  Meanwhile,  Sev.  Gentlemen  and 
Brethren,  the  Rev.  Classis  admonishes  you  once  more  to  do  every- 
thing that  tends  toward  the  promotion  of  brotherly  love  and 
unity,  hoping  and  praying  that  the  God  of  Peace  may  command 
upon  you  and  your  Assembly  life  and  blessing  forever  more. 

Herewith,  after  wishing  you  every  blessing  on  yourselves,  fam- 
ilies and  ministrations,  we  subscribe  ourselves, 

Your  Revs.'  Servants  and  Brethem, 
Deputies  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

P.  Hollebeek. 

H.  Von  Alphen. 
Amsterdam,  May,  1744. 

[1744,  June  15.    Spangenberg  consecrated  at  Herrenhut  as  Bishop  of  the  liorap 
Tlans  in  America.] 

MoBAviANs  IN  Dutchess  County. 

At  a  Council  held  at  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  City  of  New  Tork  the  fifth 
day  of  July  1744. 
Present  —  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

ill.  Kennedy  Mr.  Horsmanden 

Mr.  Chief  JusUce  Mr.  Murray 

His  Excellency  Communicated  to  the  Board  a  Copy  of  a  letter  or  order  from  hit 
Excellency  dated  8th  June  last  to  Coll.  Henry  Beekman  One  of  his  Majesty's 
Justices  of  the  peace  for  Dutchess  County  and  Coll.  of  the  Regiment  of  Mllltla 
for  tliat  County  acquainting  him  that  his  Excellency  was  Informed  that  seyeral 
persona  in  that  county  called  Moraylans  had  Endeayoured  to  seduce  the  Indians 
from  their  Allegiance  which  In  this  time  of  Warr  would  be  of  most  dangerous 
consequence  and  therefore  requiring  him  with  some  more  of  the  Justices  of  the 
peace  of  tliat  County  to  Cause  the  said  Moraylans  ft  any  other  persons  suspected 
to  be  disaffected  to  be  brought  before  them  and  If  they  found  just  Cause  of  Sua- 
ptolon  to  Commit  them  to  the  County  Goal,  until  they  should  be  delirered  by  du« 
course  of  Law  And  in  Csse  of  meeting  with  opposition  the  ^\ieT\tI.  \iiL<l  OT^«t%  \.^ 
nUe  tb€  pane  And  the  Regiment  ot  Militia  were  to  ansVat. 
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His  Excellency  alto  commaiUcated  to  the  B<wrd  Idi  Qiden  to  OoO.  BtAaiB  m 
ColL  of  the  Mllltla  concernlnf  the  aforcMld  MonTUnfl  ft  other  diMfltatcd  pcftm 
and  to  make  Search  for  Arms  ft  Ammimltion  la  the  Ouatodr  ^  UJ  BiiMnrtii 
peraona,  and  to  cause  the  said  Indians  to  be  dlipersed. 

His  Kxceilencj  also  commnnlcated  to  the  Board  a  Letter  from  Oofl.  l!fi>ii 
adTlslng  his  Excellency  of  the  Receipt  of  the  fbregotng,  That  there  wne  tmt 
MorsTlan  priests  and  .many  Indians  at  Schocomlco  And  that  he  had  aade  setrek 
ft  Enquiry  for  Arms  ft  Ammunition  but  Gould  And  none  aor  hear  of  say.  Btt 
that  before  the  Receipt  of  his  Excellency's  Orders  to  wit  on  tte  18  The  Ihait, 
JusUce  of  ye  Peace  ft  eight  other  persons  were  at  Bchaoomleo  whan  they  ftotf. 
All  the  Indians  at  Work  on  their  pisntatlons  Who  seemed  In  a  Omstiraitlm  it 
the  approach  of  the  Sheriff  and  his  Company  but  reeelTOd  them  Otvtily  That  th« 
found  no  Ammunition  And  as  few  Arms  as  Could  be  Expected  fior  forty  fssr  mm 
the  Justice  upbraided  the  priests  that  they  were  Suspected  to  ba  dtaaflectsd  t»  tke 
Crown  which  they  deny'd  saying  they  were  afraid  of  the  French  and  their  IMIui 
and  pretend  that  their  Function  or  buslnem  Is  meeriy  to  Gain  Sonla  aaMat  tke 
Heathens  and  that  they  had  a  Commission  from  the  Archbishop  of  Gantsihuy  asl 
were  ready  to  Shew  their  Credentials.  That  the  Justice  demanded  of  thta  ti 
take  the  Oaths  but  they  refused  through  a  Scruple  of  Consdenee  agalMt  SnmiUg 
as  they  pretended.  That  the  Justice  then  bound  them  orer  to  Answer  what  AmH 
be  objected  against  them. 

On  Reading  of  which  seTeral  papers  the  Council  did  adrlsa  his  Bnelkaqr  ti 
write  to  the  Sheriff  of  Dutchess  to  Order  those  Morarlsn  Pricata  to  New  Tett  ti 
attend  his  Excellency.—  Doc  Hist  N.  Y.  VoL  HI.  p.  dU. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdaic 
Bev.  John  Eitzema. 

1744,  July  20tli.     Art.  8.    Bev.  van  Schellyne  handed  in  to 

the  Assembly  a  letter  from  the  congregation  and  consistory  of 
New  York.  From  this  it  appeared  that  he  and  the  Eev.  Mr. 
Peter  Couwenburg  du  Bois,  minister  at  Leyden,  and  Messrs. 
Pedro  de  TVolf  and  Liviniis  Klarkson,  merchants  here,  were 
authorized  by  the  consistory  aforesaid,  to  call  a  regular  minister 
to  serve  that  congregation.  It  appeared  further  from  a  notarial 
act,  (instrument,)  that  there  had  been  called  by  him  and  his 
fellow  commissioners,  as  the  regular  pastor  and  teacher  of  that 
congregation,  John  Bitzema,  S.  S.  Theol.  Cand.,  at  present  Rec- 
tor of  the  Latin  Schools  at  Collum  in  Friesland.  The  Assemblv 
being  satisfied  with  both  acts,  has  approved  the  above  mentioned 
call. 

Whereupon  the  called  one  having  been  brought  inside, 
declared  that  he  accepted  this  call  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  It 
waa  announced  to  him,  that  he  would  be  examined  finally  while 
Classis  was  in  session.  Bev.  Examiner  assigned  as  text  Psahn 
12 :  12,  "  Kisa  tlie  Soii,  e\(i?'    lau  ^^,  ^1. 
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Eieger  and  Schnor. 

Art.  7.     Eev.  Rieger  has  been  written  to;  Kev.  Schnor  will  be 
written  to.     xii.  67. 

Van  Hoevenberg. 

Art.  10.  The  same  (Depntati)  give  notice  of  the  very  sad  and 
pitiable  condition  of  Eev.  Eggo  Tonkens  van  Hoevenberg,  min- 
ister in  Suriname.  He  has  returned  home  on  account  of  a 
severe  affliction,  some  affection  of  his  head.  The  Eev.  Assembly 
has  most  kindly  requested  the  Rev.  Depp,  to  procure  and  pro- 
niote,  in  communication  with  the  Messrs.  Directors  of  the  Society 
(of  Suriname)  whatever  may  conduce  to  the  best  interests  of 
his  person  and  effects,     xii.  67. 

Dorsius.      Pennsylvania. 

Concerning  the  Rev.  Dorsius,  see  under  Article  2,  "Needy 
Churches",  (in  Synodical  Minutes)  what  is  said  with  reference 
to  Pennsylvania,     xii.  72. 

Rev.  Ritzema  Examination. 

Art.  11.  Also  were  admitted  to  both  final  and  preparatory 
examination,  Rev.  John  Ritzema,  called  as  minister  at  New  York, 
after  a  sermon  on  Psalm  12 :  12;  and  Peter  Brink,  after  a  sermon 
on  Tim.  2:19;  in  the  presence  of  Rev.  Deputatus  Synodi,  Rev. 
Cornelius  Houthof,  minister  at  Amsterdam.  Therein  they  each 
gave  the  Rev.  Assembly  such  satisfaction,  that  Rev.  John  Ritz- 
ema was  ordained  to  the  Sacred  Office  of  the  church  in  New 
York,  with  the  laying  on  of  hands;  and  Rev.  Peter  Brink^  to  the 
public  preaching  office,  as  a  licentiate,     xii.  72. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  AMSTSRDtioc. 

Cflassis  of  Amsterdam  to •  •  July  28,  1744. 

JThis  was  probably  to  Eev.  C,  L.  Schnorr.    See  June  1,  1744] 

Portfolio  "New  York",  Vol.  i. 

Rev.  Sir: —  After  you  departed  from  these  regions  of  Holland 
to  Pennsylyania,  (having  bidden  farewell  to  the  H<morable  Caih 
sistoiy  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam  and  the  Rev.  ClassiSy  and  hid 
further  recommended  yourself  to  their  remembrance  and  affection^ 
and  freely  received  their  gifts  of  love  for  the  journey  which  wu 
before  you,  the  Classis  learned  with  deep  concern  and  pain,  tliat 
charges  neither  few  nor    small,  had   previously  been   broo^ 
against  you  in  Germany.     Tea,  we  had  also  great  reason  to  fed 
aggrieved,  because  in  the  examination  to  which  it  was  thouglit 
proper  to  subject  you  on  that  occasion,  your  Reverence  in  no  wise 
spoke  the  truth.    It  will  not  be  necessary  to  tell  you  conceminif 
what  matters  it  was  that  Classis  found  itself  reproached  with  ac- 
cusations in  reference  to  certain  conduct  of  yours  in  Germany, 
made  known  by  docimients:  for  a  man's  conscience  serves  as  an 
accuser.     Therefore,  without  entering  into  details  the  Rev.  Classis 
has  directed  us,  the  imdersigned,  their  Committee  ad  res  exteras, 
to  write  you  in  its  name,  and  to  declare  that,  while  abhommr 
from  the  heart  those  things  which  made  you  to  be  a  scandal  acd 
an  offence,  it    desires  to    press  upon  you    by  a  declaration  and 
brotherly  admonition,  and  earnestly  to  stir  you  up,  to  wipe  out, 
by  a  hearty  sorrow  for  all  that  has  gone  before,  and  by  a  true 
repentance  before  God,  the  guilt  which  rest  upon  your  person 
and  services  in  those  parts  of  Europe;  to  the  end  that,  having 
obtained  the  foregiveness  of  those  sins  from  the  Lord,  you  may 
from  this  time  forth  be  found,  not  to  be  an  offence,  but  useful  io 
yourself  and  others  in  building  them  up  in  the  faith.    It  will  not 
be  necessary  to  remind  you,  who  are  so  well  acquainted  with  the 
holy  Word  of  God,  into  v^hat  fearful  judgements  they  will  come, 


OF  THs  State  of  New  Yobk.  2851 


1744 


ao,  instead  of  being  leaders,  have,  become  a  very  offence  upon 
^e  way  even  to  the  blind;  and  how  dreadful  are  the  words,  "  Woe 
ito  the  man  by  whom  the  offence  cometh/'  Let  this  warning^ 
leref  ore,  which  this  our  Ecclesiastical  Assembly  cries  out  to  you, 
Iter  into  your  heart;  while  we  also  desire  that  the  Lord  may 
ere  make  it  effectual. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Eev.  Classis,  (which,  with  all  the 
Lurches,  desires  to  maintain  friendly  relations  with  you,  and  will 
sreaf ter  bear  your  matters  and  necessities  as  far  as  possible,)  to 
^p  itself  well  informed,  as  to  your  deportment,  and  will  en- 
eavor  to  obtain  reports  thereof  from  the  regions  of  America. 
lie  Rev.  Classis  will  be  greatly  pleased  to  be  refreshed,  by  proper 
IdingB,  and  to  learn  that  you  are  now  making  your  service 
^oriousi,  by  edifying  and  exemplary  conduct,  united  with  activity 
n  preaching  the  GospeL  Therefore,  wishing  from  the  heart  that 
be  Lord  Grod  may  give  you  repentance  unto  life,  and  may  sanctify 
ou,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  it  may  be 
^uchsaf  ed  to  you  to  snatch  your  own  soul  and  those  of  many 
liers  from  eternal  ruin,  and  thus  save  yourself  and  all  con- 
icted  with  you. 

We,  the  undersigned,  subscribing  this  in  the  name  of  the  Classis 
r  Amsterdam,  with  every  wish  for  your  welfare,  call  ourselves, 
Kev.  Sir, 

Your  Reverence's  salvation-seeking  servants  the 
Committee  of  Rev.  Classis  ad  res  exteras. 
kmsterdam,  July  22,  1744.  P.  Hollebeck. 

H.  Van  Alphen. 

Sheriff's  Return  to  Search  the  Moravians. 

At  •  CbnncU  keld  at  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  City  of  New  York  the  26th  of 
'«7  1744. 

t^eient  -^  His  Ezcellencj  the  Honorable  George  Clinton,  Esq. 
Mr.  Kennedy  Mr.  Horsmanden 

Mr.  Chief  Jnatlce  Mr.  Murray 

^to  Excellency  Communicated  to  the  Council  a  Letter  from  Henry  Fllkln  Esq. 
^M  Sheriff  of  Dutchess  in  answer  to  his  Excellency's  of  the  fifth  Instant 
^valntliiff  his  Excellency  that  he  went  on  ye  17th  to  Shacomico  a  place  la  the 
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remotest  part  of  that  Coantj  Inhabited  Chleflj  bf  JmOham 
Bydner,  Hendrlck  Joachim,  Benseman  and  Joaepli  Bhaw 
with  their  Famllyee  In  a  Bloek  Honae  and  Sixteen  ladtaa 
It,  the  two  flrat  were  at  home  whereupon  he  acquainted 
Order  And  they  Promised  to  set  ont  the  Mth  Instant  moM, 
nothing  disorderlj  there. —  Doc.  Hist  N.  T.  VoL  UL  p.  CU. 


EzAMINATIOlf  OF  THB  MOBATIAim. 

At  a  Council  held  at  the  Gonndl  Chahmber  of  the  City  of  Hcv 
«f  Anffost  1744. 

Fresent— His  Bzcellency  the  Ooremonr. 

Mr.  Chief  Justice  Mr. 

Mr.  Cortlandt  Mr.  Mnnaj 


The  Morarlan  priests  sent  tot  firom  Dntchess  County 
order  Joseph  Bhaw  was  called  In  and  Examined  and  nid  that  fee 
little  Ryder  Street  near  St.  James's  that  his  Father  was  a  Oaiisalsi,  and 
was  brought  up  and  Communicated  with  the  Church  of  Bngland  and  wm 
flre  years  old  when  he  came  orer.    That  he  had  bem  In  iaiartci  tps  ipM  ttf 
he  came  orer  In  Captain  Oladman's  Ship  and  went  first  to  netblsham  Ai 
Tanla  abd  thence  to  this  place. 

That  he  was  designed  for  a  Clergyman  of  the  Church  of 
fented  by  sickness  and  then  leasnt  to  Surrey  and  iiisasuga 

That  his  Father  Is  an  Sngllshman  and  of  the  Church  of  Mngland 
to  hla  coming  orer. 

That  he  came  orer  to  Instruct  the  Indiana  In  the  €h»aptf  of 
■ehool  among  them  and  Is  now  by  profession  a  Schoolmnatsr. 

That  he  does  not  know  that  he  has  separated  from  the  Ckardi  i 
Sentiments  for  that  he  holds  the  thirty  nine  articles  stllL 

Being  asked  how  he  was  Supported  here  Says  that  thej  work  aa 
Can  and  the  Church  supports  them  in  what  else  they  want  That  they  are  kCIM' 
en  a  small  tract  of  Land  which  they  plant  with  corn  and  that  he  has  taofln 
of  the  Indlani  to  read  English.  That  he  has  been  in  Dntchess  County  Xrer  dsec 
last  May  was  twelve  months  Except  that  he  was  a  little  while  In  PnaiylTUii 
and  once  at  New  England  whither  he  went  by  the  desire  of  some  people  (ni 
particQlarly  the  Keverend  Mr.  Mott  who  is  a  Biinister  of  the  MorsTlan  Ckaick)  to 
see  tlie  Indians  there. 

Being  asked  how  many  Morayian  Teachers  there  were  among  the  Istfaai  to 
Dutchess  County  and  their  Names. 

Bays  there  were  three  viz.  the  three  sent  for  before  the  Coundl.  JoacUi 
Mendrick  iSlnseman,  Godlope  Budner  and  himself,  but  lately  one  Chrlstlaa  Boit 
came  from  Albany  County  who  had  been  teaching  the  Indians  there  hot  was 

That  he  understands  but  Little  of  ye  Indian  Language  but  an  Indian 
Name  is  John  &  another  called  Isaac  interpret  for  him. 

Being  asked  how  they  dared  come  into  this  Country  and  reside  among  tte 
Indians  without  acquainting  the  Ooyemment  with  their  design  and  baflsf  pc^ 
mission  to  stay. 

Says  that  he  thought  this  Country  gare  Liberty  of  Conadence  to  all  ani  tUt 
they  might  Exercise  their  Religion  freely  But  does  not  know  that  they  hare  ma^ 
any  application  here. 

That  the  Rer.  Mr.  Spaningberg  a  preacher  at  the  meeting  Honae  in  Fetter  UM 
where  Doctor  Bradbury  formerly  preached  is  Expected  orer  to  preach  hcte. 

That  they  hare  no  settled  Salary  from  the  Morarlan  Church  but  when  tfcif 
want  anything  they  write  to  the  Church  that  is  to  ye  Congregation  at  DslhhfcM 
or  to  Peter  Boehler  and  they  supply  their  wants. 

That  Budner  is  Chief  Preacher  at  Schacomico  and  SInseman  as  his  ai^tHit 
That  he  preaches  according  to  the  Articles  of  the  Church  of  England  as  they  8tiM 
Excepting  as  to  Election  ft  Reprobation. 

That  the  Disturbances  which  lately  happened  at  Sharon  were  Ocesrioaei  l|f  > 
Woman  who  heard  two  Indians  from  the  Woods  ft  thought  they  had 
Husband. 
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THat  he  Constantl/  prays  for  King  George  tnit  will  not  take  the  Oaths  of 
AJleglance  etc  It  being  against  his  Conscience  to  Swear  and  none  of  the  liorarlant 
will  take  an  Oath. 

That  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  were  tendred  to  him  but  he  refused  to 
take  them  ft  was  Ordered  to  withdraw. 

Uendrick  Joachim  Senscman  was  called  In  and  being  Examined  sayd 
That  he  was  bom  in  Hesse  Cassel  is  thirty  six  years  old  and  has  been  a  little 
more  than  two  Years  in  those  parts  That  he  came  from  London  to  New  London 
ttience  to  Philadelphia  ft  this  place  that  he  was  brought  up  a  Baker  but  now 
preaches  the  Gospel  of  Christ  to  the  Indians  by  means  of  an  Interpreter  one 
Johannes  an  Indian.  That  the  Morarian  Church  gave  him  authority  so  to  do  but 
Ills  Commission  is  in  Bethlehem. 

That  he  and  his  Brethren  work  for  their  Llyellhood  and  plant  Indian  Corn  and 
Wheat  fwhlch  they  Enjoy  in  Common)  on  some  land  whereon  the  Indians  remain 
Sc  that  they  Built  themselyes  a  House  wherein  they  all  three  Liye. 

That  he  has  a  Wife  which  he  brought  from  Germany  and  Shaw  was  married  In 
Philadelphia  by  Peter  Boehler  but  being  asked  said  one  Frederick  Post  had 
married  an  Indian  Woman. 

That  he  has  been  a  Minister  almost  two  years  and  was  Ordained  by  Dayid 
Nlchman  a  Bishop  of  the  Moravian  Church  at  Bethlehem  but  now  gone  to 
Uermany. 

That  they  have  had  some  things  from  the  Brethren  In  England  but  when  they 
want  they  are  supplyed  from  Bethlehem. 

Relng  asked  what  Call  he  had  to  the  Ministry. 

Bays  It  was  the  Saviours  pleasure  he  should  be  a  minister  has  no  other  learning 
toot  the  Bible  In  High  Dutch. 

That  Boehler  was  at  Schocamlco  about  a  year  And  Count  Zentzendorf  had  been 
■p  there  before  he  Came. 

Being  asked  how  they  being  Strangers  and  Foreigners  dared  to  come  Into  this 
Country  and  reside  among  the  Indians  without  acquainting  the  Government  with 
their  Design  and  having  their  permission  to  Stay. 

Says  his  Church  sent  him  and  bid  him  Go  and  he  obeyed  his  Brethren. 

That  he  prays  as  St.  Paul  hath  written  for  all  in  Authority  and  for  King  George 
hj  name. 

He  then  was  required  to  take  the  Oaths  but  refused  Saying  it  was  against  his 
Conscience  to  swear. 

Uudlop  Buydner  being  called  in  and  Examined  said. 

That  he  was  born  in  lower  Silesia  and  is  about  twenty  nine  years  old  and  has 
been  almost  three  years  in  this  province  That  he  came  vrith  Captain  Lyng  from 
Liondon  That  be  was  brought  up  a  Wool  weaver  (or  Clothier)  but  is  now  a  preacher 
of  the  Gospel  to  the  Indians  That  he  was  ordained  by  Ludawick  Count  Zensen- 
dorff  and  Bishop  David  Nlchman,  is  a  priest  of  the  Moravian  Church,  and  had 
those  orders  in  ffebruary  last  two  Years  at  Oly  a  Town  sixty  Miles  from 
r&iiaaeiphU. 

That  when  he  irst  came  over,  he  spent  his  own  Money,  since  when  he  ha.s 
worked  for  his  Support  ft  been  supplyed  from  the  Congregation  as  his  other 
Brethren  before  Examined. 

That  Compassion  in  his  Heart  for  the  Ignorance  ft  Condition  of  the  Indians 
moved  him  to  come  ft  preach  to  them,  and  for  that  purpose  he  was  sent,  that  he 
was  not  bred  a  Scholar  and  knows  little  or  nothing  of  Latin,  That  he  preached 
before  he  was  ordained  it  being  permitted  by  their  Church  if  the  persons  are 
found  sound  in  their  Doctrine,  but  they  are  not  permitted  to  administer  the 
Bacraments  of  Baptism  and  the  Lords  Supper. 

That  he  understands  very  little  of  the  Indian  Language,  but  makes  use  of  an 
iadian  Interpreter  who  was  baptized  by  Christian  Bow. 

That  he  thought  that  every  one  might  teach  the  Indians  and  that  every 
proteetant   had  that   Liberty. 

That  the  late  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  acknowledged  their  Church  to  bo 
ApeetoUcai  &  Episcopal  and  they  acknowledge  King  George  for  their  Sovereign. 

Being  required  to  take  the  Oaths,  he  said  he  had  considered  them  and  thinks  the 
Oaths  not  Sinful  but  lawful,  but  it  is  against  the  Conscience  to  take  them,  \^«xss.Ty^'^ 
he  will  not  offend  the  weaker  Brethren  ft  therefore  refused  ttieixi. 
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The   Second  BxamlnatlOB   of  Joseph   Shaw  and  Ondlop  Bydaer  two  MoitTlii 

Preachera. 

Joseph  Bhaw  was  again  called  In  &  asked 

Whether  he  looked  upon  It  lawful  or  Sinful  to  separate  from  the  CVnuraalot 
with  which  he  held  it  lawful  to  communicate? 

Says  that  he  does  not  look  upon  it  to  be  Sinful  but  lawful  to  join  with  all  those 
who  profess  Christianity  and  that  he  calls  himself  an  united  Brother  for  that  tkcy 
are  united  with  all  protestants,  That  it  is  lawful  for  him  to  communicate  with  Um 
Church  of  England,  for  it  is  a  Church  established  by  Law,  It  Is  also  lawful  to 
separate  from  the  Church  if  his  Conscience  says  so.  That  there  Is  a  Difference 
betwixt  the  Moravian  Church  and  the  Church  of  England  that  he  preferrs  tie 
former  because  it  has  the  Stricter  discipline  But  the  Moravians  never  denyed  h!a 
the  Liberty  of  going  to  the  Church  of  England. 

Being  further  Examined  he  Sayd  That  he  preached  here  In  Town  last  May  wis 
twelve  months  That  he  had  a  Commission  to  Teach  and  Instruct  people  la  tbe 
Doctrine  of  Christ  not  from  the  Church  of  England  But  from  Bishop  Darld 
Nlchman  then  in  York  by  bidding  him  keep  meeting  If  he  thought  fit  That  be 
lodged  at  Mr.  Nobles  and  preached  at  Montagnies. 

Being  told  they  might  be  ordered  to  remove  from  the  Indians  he  Sayd. 

That  he  Believes  were  they  to  Remove  the  Indiana  would  follow  and  tke 
Mohawks  might  Uke  it  ill. 

Being  again  required  to  take  the  Oaths  he  Refused  and  Sayd  he  ContlBoed  of 
the  same  mind. 

Gudlop  Bydner  being  called  in  was  told  he  had  Sayd  he  came  to  teach  tie 
Indians  and  asked  how  he  came  to  know  they  wanted  teachers  to  which  he 
answered. 

That  he  knew  not  whether  they  wanted  teachers  or  not  but  he  knew  that  all  tke 
Earth  was  to  be  Subject  to  the  Lord. 

Says  that  at  Schacomlco  there  are  above  sixteen  ffamllys  their  hearers  but  thoe 
are  others  that  come  twelve  or  twenty  miles  to  hear  them  and  that  there  ue 
about  tlilrty  Indian  men  at  Schacomlco. 

The  Oaths  were  again  tendred  him  but  he  Refused  to  take  them  but  offered  to 
take  an  affirmation. 

—  Doc.  Hist  N.  T.  Vol.  ill.  pp.  «14^7. 

Further  Orders  Relating  to  the  Moravians. 

Ordered  Home. 

August  llth  i:«- 

HIs  Excellency  also  required  the  Opinion  of  the  Council  what  further  ehonld  be 
done  in  relation  to  the  Moravian  priests  against  whom  Complaint  was  made  k  wko 
were  Examined  by  his  Excellency  In  Council  the  flr«t  Instant. 

As  to  the  Moravian  Priests,  The  General  Asaembly  of  this  Province  harlng  Or- 
dered in  a  Bill  for  Securing  this  his  Majesty's  Government  The  Council  were  «f 
opinion  to  advise  his  Excellency  to  Order  the  Moravian  priests  back  to  their  Homes 
and  required  them  to  live  there  peaceably  and  await  the  further  orders  of  bli 
Excellency. 

—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  IlL  p.  «" 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Request  for  van  Ilovenberg. 

1744,  Sept.  7th.  Art.  2.  Mr.  Hermanns  Heirmans  appeared 
before  Classis.  He  gave  information,  that  inasmuch  as  the  minis- 
ter, Eggo  Tonkeuft  NBca.  "HjcieN^TiVi^T^^  \va.d  not  been  well  in  hi' 
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senses  for  some  time  past^  altho  now  he  was  better,  he  had  taken 
him  into  his  own  house.  Thus  had  he  been  cared  for.  But,  mean- 
while, he  had  advanced  a  good  deal  of  money  in  his  behalf;  and 
he  therefore  now  begged  that  this  Assembly  would  direct  its  en- 
deavors to  the  Messrs.  Directors  of  the  Suriname  Society,  to  the 
end  that  they  might  consent  to  give  him  the  half  of  the  six  hun- 
dred guilders,  which  were  granted  by  the  Court  of  Police  (Court 
of  Justice,  in  Suriname)  to  Eev.  Hoevenberg  while  there.  He 
also  requested  that  as  his  mother  was  now  about  to  take  her  son 
back  to  her  home,  the  said  Six  hundred  guilders  might  be  paid  to 
her.  It  was  resolved  to  refer  this  matter  to  our  Deputies  ad  res 
Ezteras,  who  should  confer  about  it  with  the  said  Directors,  and, 
as  far  as  possible,  help  manage  the  same  so  that  it  may  conduce 
to  the  greatest  comfort  of  Eev.  Hoevenberg.  They  shall  also 
write  to  the  consistoiy  of  Paramaribo,  to  ascertain  if  there  be  no 
chance  that  a  part  of  those  moneys  may  bo  provisionally  made 
over.    xiL  78. 

Letters  from  Churches  in  Foreign  Lands. 

There  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras, 
in  order  to  report  on  them,  the  following  letters.  1.  One  from 
the  Consistory  of  Gkile,  with  an  enclosure  touching  the  condition 
of  the  church  there.  2.  One  from  Columbia.  8.  One  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  And  4.  Letters  from  New  York,  from  the 
Itevs.  Fryenmoet  and  Muzelius.    xii.  74. 

New  Yobk  Council  Journal. 

1744,  Sept.  14.    George  Clinton,  Oorernor. 

The  Assembly  sent  to  the  Council  a  Bill,  entitled,  "An  Act  to  alter  the  time  of 
Electing  the  Vestrymen  and  Chnrch  Wardens,  In  the  county  of  Richmond.'*  Cona- 
«tl  Joamal,  86&  Read  etc  »Ww  Oommittedv  807.  Amended,  i67.  Passed,  SOS. 
lenacted,  874^ 
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CMBTinoiXM  07  Iaoense  Granted  to  John  AsvnjTB  Wstria 

BY  A  PAiiATnnt  Chuech  Coukoil,  fob  Holdiko  S?£CUL  8a 

TI0B8,  S3  SsrmtBEB,  1744. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  VoL  i 

laanMeh  U  J*hn  AmllluK  Wrrlae,  (Wcrolcb).  aludviit  sf  Tkrolofr,  hu  r<[«- 
lulr  kppllaa  to  tba  Chnrcb  CvoncJI  oC  tbe  Glectocil  PaUUlut*  I*T  t  Unto  it 
bold  Mrtieti,  Mid,  ■■  h*  itutes  in  the  abore  uH^Cluned  PciltUn.  Uul  bf  OtdrBts 
pnaeh  1>  tb*  TIUaXM  Uuf  dem  LsadF)  na  sIh  to  bold  prater  mcvtUifi  li  tb 
towai,  tkcnfw*  (tUa)  pi«*«[it  LIcpdsf  Certlllcate  U  bereialtli  cnatnl  («  idi  iWi 
d  WertDf  and  U  l^iUy  lnUortcil  wltb  tiie  ccal  and  ■Iriu'Iiirc  of  Iki  tlo^ 

3  Bapt.  1T«4. 

To  Um  Aectedlttd  Dlrectar,  Vice  Director  lod 
Us*  OttOKb  ConndL 
A.  TW  Lola 
Ci^ipit  allMD  Cvpla  te  weif  n) 

ErcbeDbrlckten. 

I  Ahotheb  Tbahsij^tioit. 

Qertifieate  of  Ikensure   to  John  Aemilins  Wemig  < 

September  22,  1744,  ty  the  Consistoiy  of  Heidelberg. 

Whereai  John  AemtUnA  WernlB  (Wcrnlch),  Tbeologl-ie  Stndiosoj.  bt  mtit  it 
pllcsUon  Id  due  form  to  tbe  OoDBlalorj  of  tht^  ElM^torate  Palatine  for  UniiUt 
CoDclDnandJ ;  and  Inumacb  na  hr.  In  Lis  petition,  request*  tbat  be  out  be  lDlt*^ 
lied  to  preach  In  connttr  dlslrlcl*,  and  to  bold  prater- meetlnsa  lo  dtlM:  Ikoe 
fore,  QDdM  «eal  and  alKDature  o(  tbla  cooilitorj,  tbere  [■  berEbjr  dellTered  I*  At 
Hid  Wenilf  the  present  ccrtlDcate  of  tleeoBnre  &■  hia  autborlutlon. 

Heldelbers.  22nd  Bept   1744.     At  the  Palatlnale  Conalatorj   Office. 

Director,  Tlcc  Director  and  Itaibi!. 

W.  Toa  Lulli,  P.  L.  Pastor. 

GrcteDbmbln. 

iBxT.  "Mm    CoLGAH  TO  TUE  SeOEBTART  OF  SoCIETT  FOB  PeOFAOW- 

IHO  THE  Gospel. 

Jamaica  Beptembei  Stb.  l'**- 
Rererend  Blr:  The  acTersI  Churtbeg  bclonglnj  to  mj  Cure  (ae  thoee  at  JiuiW- 
Newtown  ft  Fluthlns)  are  [□  a  rer;  peaceable  ft  srawloK  itace.  whilft  other  t^ 
rate  AiBCmbllea  In  tUa  ParlEb  me  In  tbe  utmost  ammsloa  ft  thla  I  can  wilti  wlA 
«  great  deal  of  tratb  that  ladependonc;  which  baa  been  trlumphaot  la  tUi  u*> 
(or  the  fortj  yeare  Inat  post  Is  now  br  the  providence  of  God  Id  a  tsij  tiM  * 
deCllQlDS  condition  which  Elves  at  bapes  that  better  Frlaclplea  thu  ancb  If  »" 
«nt  tbenc*  wIII.geDeratl;  prevail  •montist  ua  ft  that  we  shall  be  better  naltd  Ou 
heretofore. 
B«T.  Blr  etc,  etb 

Tbof,  Culpi 
— ■^ioc  ««.  N.  T.  ToL  111.  ^  *■ 
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Ebv.  Geobge  Whitefiei-d. 

1744.    Wbltefleld't  Mcond  rlslt  to  America.    See  his  life,  ete. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdaic. 

Rev.  Hoevenberg. 

1744,  Oct.  5th.  Art.  5.  It  is  reported  that  Rev.  Hoevenberg 
has  become  better  again;  and  will  now  himself  write  to  Para- 
mari1x>.  His  case  remains  for  the  rest,  recommended  to  the 
Messrs.  Deputies  to  be  of  aid  to  him,  as  far  as  may  be  possible. 
76. 


1744 


Report  on  Letters  from  Abroad* 

Art.  6.  The  Rev.  Deputies  rendered  a  report  on  the  letters 
mentioned.  They  are  requested  to  reply  to  the  matters  which 
occur  therein  and  which  may  merit  any  remarks  (attention). 
xii.76. 

^    Rev.  Goetschius. 

Art.  10.  The  Rev.  Assembly  has  learned  with  very  great  pain 
that  the  church  of  Newtown  in  New  York  is  very  much  divided 
and  torn,  not  only  about  the  appointment  of  Goetsius  as  minister 
there,  but  also  because  he  has  refused  hitherto  to  subject  himself 
to  any  C3iurch  Order.  He  is  moreover,  accused  by  his  antagonists 
of  other  offensive  matters.  The  Assembly  therefore  resolves  to 
cause  to  be  written  to  the  church  committee,  in  that  land,  and  to 
request  it,  to  be  pleased  to  make  careful  investigation  of  these 
accusations,  and  to  send  over  to  us  a  fuller  report  of  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  that  church;  and  also  what  can  be  done  to  remedy 
the  same.  Moreover,  since  some  hope  is  excited  of  actually  or- 
ganizing a  Coetus,  which  privilege  has  already  been  accorded  by 
us;  if  it  would  be  well  that  this  Assembly  should  address  a  cir- 
cular letter  to  the  churches  there,  (through  said  Coetus)  this 
shall  be  done.  In  addition,  Goetsius  himself  shall  be  written  to, 
earnestly  exhorting  him  not  to  allow  himself  to  depart  from  the 
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I  r  any  longer.     At  the  same  time  he  mnft  l«  id- 

.  unto  an  edifying  walk,  so  as  to  give  ft  good  eiaaipl* 
yie  flock,    xii.  76,  77. 

t  uf  Bttl> 


1 


1 


Classes  op  Amstbbdau. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 


lie  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs,  Du  Bois,  Antonides,  Aroit 
.  nd  the  Consistories  of  ^e\.  York  City  and  Long  Uani 

yember  20,  1744.    No.  11. 

",        a  and  Eretliren: — The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  hisw- 

TOur  communication,  wherein  you  give  informatioD  of  tb« 

of  affairs,  especially  in  regard  to  Rev.  Goetschiia  Te 

,  with  regret,  that  his  Reverence,  as  you  inform  us,  will  in 

I  conform  himself  to  Church  Order.     But  what  asloniabts 

1  the  most,  is,  that  his  conduct  is  in  such  contradiction  lo 

I        has  repeatedly  promised  the  Classis  in  his  letters.  TbcR- 

for©  the  Classis  itself  mil  write  to  him,  and  urge  hia  Kev.  to 

yield.     At  the  same  time,  her  Committee  is  directed  to  write  to 

you,  to  request  you  to  use  every  proper  and  possible  means  to 

petranade  hia  Reverence  kindly  to  conform,  so  that  the  confnaed 

state  of  affairs  may  he  brought  into  order.    Moreover  the  CImhs 

cannot  hide  it  from  you  that  letters  have  lately  been  reeeiW 

from  certain  brethren,  viz.,  Roelof  Schenck,  Abram  MontfoMt 

and  others,  wherein,  besides  other  matters^  very  gnve  accon- 

tions  are  presented  against  Rev.  Goetschius  —  accusaticHaa  of  inii- 

conduct  both  in  words  and  actions.    One  of  theee  charges,  relating 

to  dishonorable  (oncerlyk)  conduct  is  certified  to  by  a  certain 

Justice  of  the  Peace,  Abram  Polhemua. 

Now,  inasmuch  as  you  have  the  best  opportunities  of  asceittiif 
Ing  from  the  accusers  themselves  what  the  facta  are,  the  Ber, 
Classis  has  resolved,  first  of  all,  to  refer  these  matters  to  yon,  to 
examine  into  the  same  most  carefully,  and  collect  the  'pnoti,  '^ 
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any  such  there  be,  and  to  judge  concerning  them  impartially.  Yon 
can  then  make  any  further  explanations,  and  report  on  the  whole 
case  to  Bev.  Classis.  The  Classis,  at  present  is  not  in  a  condition 
to  express  a  judgement  in  the  case,  for  the  reports  are  not  suffi- 
ciently verified.  The  Classis  cannot  enter  into  the  case  until  they 
bave  given  the  accused  an  opportunity  to  defend  himself.  They 
hiave,  therefore,  caused  a  letter  to  be  written  to  Rev.  Goetschiua 
bimself,  and  admonishing  him  to  the  subordination  which  he  had 
promised,  and  referring  him  to  you  as  the  authorized  representa:- 
dves  of  the  Bev.  Classis;  and  also,  especially^  in  reference  to  these 
Dther  matters  which  are  now  charged  against  him. 

We  trust,  therefore,  that  you  will  earnestly  take  this  matter 
upon  you,  and  will  leave  nothing  undone,  that  is  practicable  to 
promote  peace  and  unity.  Thus  may  harmony  flourish  in  your 
province  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Church,  to  which 
end  the  Classis  wishes  you  every  blessing. 
We  remain. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren,  In  the  Name  of  the  Classis, 
The  Committee  ad  res  Exteras  of  the  Bev.  Classis 

of  Amsterdam. 

(Signed  as  preceding.) 
Amsterdam,  November  20,  1744. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  former  Consistory  of  Queens 
Ooimty,  Long  Island,  Nov.  20,  1744.    No.  12. 

To  the  recent  Consistory-men  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  in 
Queens  County,  Long  Island  —  Roelof  Sehenck,  Abram  Mont- 
foort,  Gerrit  Van  Wickelen,  and  others, 

Worthy  Brethren: — With  deep  emotion  and  chagrin  did  the 
Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  receive  your  letter  dated  May  1st, 
1744,  signed  by  seven  persons,  filled,  chiefiy,  with  complaints, 
and  also  containing  no  slight  accusations  against  the  conduct  of 
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Her.  J.  H.  Goetsekitui.  The  Bev.  Cfkaeia  md  Hkmt  duagH^fal 
finding  therewith  no  such  doeoments  or  pn>o&  M  an  naMHBj  ti 
tnhstantiflte  snch  aocnsationi^  determined  first  to  refer  Aew  wl- 
tOTB  to  a  Commiflsion^  consisting  of  Bevs.  O.  Da  Bois^  AntiwHii^ 
Arondeus,  etc.|  who  are  thereby  appointed  to  the  regdaliaa  rf 
Church  Order.  They  will  carefully  inquire  into  aatten  and  » 
p<Mrt  to  the  Bev.  Classis.  You  will  therefore^  fim^  j&oet  jo» 
selves  to  that  Oommissiony  and  if  you  have  any  weDrfomU 
proofs  or  documents^  report  them  there.  Then  will  the  OlaaMte 
willing  to  give  more  attention  to  them,  but  for  want  of  proper 
evidence  it  could  not  do  so  heretofore;  besides  which  we  ham  act 
yet  heard  the  accused.  The  Classis  has  therefore  had  him  wiitta 
to,  with  the  request  that  as  soon  as  possible^  he  wonid  nftj  U 
the  charges  brought  against  him. 

This  is  all  that  the  Classis  can  reply,  for  the  present^  to  jou 
communication.  We  hope  that  you  will  do  eveiything  in  jovr 
power,  consistently  with  truth,  for  the  revival  of  quietude^  ehaiily 
and  peace  in  the  churches,  which  are  now  so  badly  rent  asmider. 
Thus  concluding  for  the  present,  and  wishing  you  health  of  soul 
and  body,  we  remain. 

Worthy  Sirs  and  Brethren,  The  Committee  Ad  Kcs 
Exteras,  In  the  name  of  the  Bev.  Classis  of  Am- 
sterdam. 

(Signed  as  preceding.) 
[Amsterdam,  Nov.  20th,  1744. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

Hie  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Kev.  J.  H.  Goetschius,  Nov.  20, 

1744.    No.  18. 

To  Key.  Goetslus,  V.  D.  M.,  residing  In  Queens  Coonty, 

Reyerend  Sir:—  The  Rey.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  was  rejoiced  some  time  since  tt 
the  costents  of  letters  which  yoar  Reverence  wrote,  vis.,  on  the  12th  of  April  nA 
14th  of  May,  of  the  present  year,  from  Qneens  connty,  embracing,  as  they  dM,  • 
declaration  that  you  would  allow  yourself  to  be  guided  by  the  counsel  and  appn- 
batloa  of  the  Rey.  Classis.    But  by  a  letter  subsequently  rccefred  from  lleHn. 
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Dn  Bois,  Antbonldes,  Arondens  and  others,  this  hop«  has  been  In  no  way  con- 
Srmed.  They  complain  that  your  Reyercnce  Is  not  a  whit  more  snbmlsslye,  and 
that  yon  persist  in  refusing  to  subject  yourself  under  the  Church  Order.  The  Rey. 
Classis,  fearing  from  this,  that  the  affairs  in  those  regrions  will  get  more  and  more 
M  confusion,  has  directed  us,  their  present  Committee  Ad  Res  Bxteras,  to  write 
:o  you,  and  fraternally  to  exhort  you,  for  the  sake  of  charity  and  peace,  to  conform 
rourself  to  the  counsel  and  exhortation  i^iven  in  former  letters.  Thus  may  these 
natters  of  discord,  which  have  become  so  burdensome  both  to  yourself  and  the 
C^lassis,  be  remoyed,  and  affairs  be  restored  to  good  order. 

But  besides  these  general  matters,  of  which  we  were  first  to  speak,  and  to  ex- 
lort  you  in  the  name  of  the  Rey.  Glassls,  we  are  also  directed  to  inform  you  that 
recently  there  has  been  sent  to  Classls  a  paper  containing  no  slight  accusations 
lira  Inst  you.  This  was  signed  by  Roelof  Schenck,  Abraham  Montfoort  and  others. 
[t  amounts  to  this,  that  yon  not  only  spoke  yery  harshly  and  unbecomingly  about 
)thers,  who  are  your  fellow-laborers,  but  had  eyen  tried  publicly  to  calumniate 
Rey.  ArondeuB,  by  the  reading  of  a  certain  letter.  And  then  still  further;  that 
four  Reyerence  has  been  guilty  of  indelicacy  in  speech  and  action,  in  proof  of 
which,  a  declaration  by  a  certain  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Abraham  Polhemus  by 
name,  has  been  produced.  On  learning  this  the  Rey.  Classls  has  felt  much  grief. 
But  it  is  not  willing  to  judge  before  it  has  all  documents  and  proofs,  nor  eyen 
then,  before  hearing  the  defence  of  the  accused  himself.  The  Classls  therefore 
earnestly  requests  you  to  make  an  explanation  of  these  things  before  it  can  further 
occupy  Itself  with  matters  relating  to  your  ordination  or  confirmation  in  the  min- 
istry. To  this  end  she  has  notified  a  Commission  in  reference  to  your  affairs,  that 
it  should  carefully  inquire  Into  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  these  accusations,  and 
glye  further  information  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  thereon. 

In  the  expectation,  therefore,  that  you  will  at  your  first  opportunity,  send  ex- 
planations to  Rey.  Classls  upon  these  points  of  accusation,  and  that  In  general, 
you  will  conform  yourself  to  that  resolution  of  Classls  relating  to  Charch  Order 
as  well  as  to  the  Commission  appointed  on  your  case  In  reference  to  this  matter, 
we  conclude.  We  hope  that  you  may  be  found  an  example,  in  word,  in  conyersa- 
tlon,  in  charity.  In  spirit.  In  faith,  In  purity;  that  you  will  also  gladly  coutribute 
eyerything  in  your  power  toward  peace,  good  order  and  edification.  In  doing  this, 
we  commend  you  to  the  grace  of  God,  and,  in  the  name  of  the  Rey.  Classls  of 
Amsterdam,  we  wish  for  yourself  and  your  family  every  blessing  for  time  and 
eternity. 

Your  Reyerence's  Senrants  to  command,  and  Brethren,  the  Committee  Ad  Res 
Bxteras  of  the  Rey.  Classls  of  Amsterdam. 

Amsterdam,  (Signed  as  before.) 

Noy.  20,  1744. 


Moravians  Ordered  to  Stop  Preaching  and  to  Leave  tbm 

Province.     Nov.  27,  1744. 

At  a  Council  held  at  the  Council  Chamber  In  the  City  of  New  York  on  th« 
27th  day  of  November  1744. 

Present  —  His  Excellency  the  Honorable  George  Clinton,  Esq. 

Mr.  Kennedy  Mr.  Courtiandt 

Mr.    Ch.   Justice  Mr.  Horsmanden 

Mr.   Murrary. 

His  Excellency  directed  the  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Council  to  read  the  act  of  A^ 
sembly  for  supporting  his  Majesty's  GoTernment  In  New  York  which  haying  beem 
Read 

It  Is  Ordered  by  His  Excellency  with  the  Advice  of  the  Board  Tliat  the  Deputy 
Clerk  of  the  Council  do  write  to  the  several  SbcrlfCs  of  the  Countys  of  Altenjr 
Ulster  &  Dutchess  Inclosing  Copys  of  the  6,  ft  6,  Clauses  of  the  Act  for 
of  his  Majesty's  Government  of  New  York  aad  acquainting  them  that  hla 
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lency  by  and  wltk  the  Adylct  of  hia  Majesty's  CoaBdl  hfts  tkongM  fit  ts  Omt 
them  to  glye  notice  to  the  seTeral  Horaylan  Jk  Tscrant  Teachers  amosf  tht  Is- 
dlans  In  their  respectlTe  Countys  of  those  Clauses  and  the  Act  aforesaid  aid  r- 
quiring  them  forthwith  to  desist  from  further  teaching  or  preaching  and  ts  dffiit 
this  proTlnce  or  that  the  said  Act  will  be  immediately  pat  In  Bxecatlon. 

Ordered  that  the  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Council  do  write  to  the  aereral  Jvllm 
of  the  Peace  of  the  Countys  aforesaid  informing  them  of  the  Order  to  the  naWi 
4b  directing  them  to  see  that  the  seyeral  Morayian  Jk  ragrant  Teachers  amoBg  tte 
Indians  Do  forthwith  depart  And  on  Refusal  that  they  do  Immediately  pat  tk 
Act  in  Execution  against  them  And  also  directing  them  to  Caaae  the  said  act  is 
be  publickly  read  eyery  Quarter  Session  during  the  Gontinnanee  thereof. 

It  is  further  ordered  that  the  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Council  do  alao  write  ts  tk 
Justices  of  the  seyeral  Countyes  within  this  proylnce  requiring  them  to  pat  th» 
•foresaid  Act  In  Execution. 

—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol  llL  p.  «T. 

Olassis  of  Amsterdam. 

Oorrespondence  from  America. 

iRev.  John  Caspar  Fryenmoet  and  Consistory  of  E^ingston  to  the 
High  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Dec  17,  1744. 

Portfolio  ''  New  York  ",  Vol.  i.    Extracts,  VoL  xxiii;  23. 

Most  Ilev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam : 

We  thank  your  Kevs.  for  the  honor  of  their  early  and  kuid 
answer  of  the  30th  of  May,  1744,  to  ours  of  the  3rd  of  May,  1748. 
which  was  in  due  time  handed  to  us  bv  Rev.  Boel.     We  have 
noticed  therein,  that  your  Rovs.  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
written  "  Confession  of  Faith  "  of  Mr.  Fryenmoet,  and  thai  vou 
had  not  the  least  objection  to  it.     You  thus  give  us  to  understand 
that  it  is  orthodox  and  satisfactory.     We  have  understood  als^ 
that  on  a  former  occasion,  when  Rev.  Bohm  sent  over  his  "  Confe.- 
fiion  of  Faith,"  your  Revs,  took  such  pleasure  therein,  that  yon 
sent  over  your  authorization  for  his  ordination,  upon  certain  cov.- 
ditions.     We  also  perceive  that  your  Revs,  now  have  given  au- 
thority for  Mr.  Fyrennioet's  ordination,  as  well  as  his  installati'Ti 
as  pastor  of  certain  combined  churches  here,  after  he  has  pa-vcJ 
his  preparatory  and  final  examinations. 

This  could  not  be  done  more  safely  than  on  the  strength  of  hi? 
own  "  Confession  "  which  was  sent  to  you.  A  correct  copv  o{ 
this,  Mr.  Frvonmoet  had  also  handed  to  us  and  it  was  exaiiiim^J 
by  us.     His  Rev.  was  then  asked  by  those  who,  in  this  winter 
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ftaon^  in  spite  of  the  bad  roads  and  weather^  conld  most  readily 
one  together,  whether  he  still  heartily  adhered  to  that  "  C!on- 
laaion  *\  and  that  by  God's  grace,  he  hoped  always  to  adhere  to 
•  This  his  Bev.  sacredly  declared  and  promised.  Thereupon 
U  Rev,  was,  according  to  our  Church  Order,  in  the  name  of  your 
tevs.,  declared  to  be  the  regular  pastor  and  teacher  of  these  sev- 
ffil  churches,  being  ordained  at  Kingston,  with  the  laying  on  of 
umds  by  Rev.  Petrus  Vas,  on  the  16th  of  December,  (1744).  In 
be  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  he  preached  acceptably  from  Zech. 
iiirl. 

Previously  his  Rev.,  together  with  ourselves,  so  far  as  each  of 
I,  respectively,  was  specially  concerned  therein,  (having  been 
Lmonished  to  proceed  in  an  ecclesiastical  manner,  as  in  Rev. 
Dhm's  case,  which  was  approved  and  ratified  by  your  Revs.) 
Imly  considered  the  following  agreement,  which  was  freely  and 
isredly  consented  to  and  signed: 

1.  Mr.  Fiyenmoet  has  declared  that  he  accepts  the  Heidelbergh 
Btechism  and  all  the  "  Formulas  of  Unity,"  and  will  direct  his 
inistry  strictly  in  accordance  therewith;  also  that  he  submits 
imself  to  the  Church  Order  of  the  National  Synod  of  Dordrecht, 
id  promises  by  the  grace  of  Grod  to  endeavor  to  fulfil  the  duties 
:  the  Holy  Ministry  agreeably  thereto.  Therefore,  the  Classis 
E  Amsterdam  bids  him  God-speed.  He  has  also  agreed  to  corre- 
)ond  with  said  Classis. 

2.  We,  the  members  of  the  Consistory  (of  Kingston),  each  one 
i  his  particular  capacity,  also  cordially  declare  ourselves  in  favor 
f  these  same  things,  and  we  will,  from  time  to  time,  so  declare 
urselves.  Also  hereafter,  in  the  calling  of  our  ministers,  we  bind 
nrselves  to  remain  subordinate  to  your  Revs.  Whoever,  there- 
ore,  from  year  to  year,  comes  into  our  Church  service,  shall  on 
is  election,  before  his  installation,  by  signing  his  name,  be  re- 
aired  to  pledge  himself,  that  he  will  not,  neither  at  present  nor 
ereaf ter,  tolerate  any  one  in  the  Holy  Ministry  among  us,  unless 
e  is  lawfully  ordained  and  installed  according  to  the  Church 
hrder  of  the  National  Synod  of  Dordrecht 


1744 


SM4'  ■■  EccLEsiAfiTicAL  Kecokdb 

t" 

At  the  same  time,  with  deep  humility,  and  for  the  quierinj  "i 
perplexed  minds  in  our  churches,  we  repeat  oiir  anxious  rpjns, 
that  the  ClaseiB  'would  give  us  its  ^al  decision  as  to  the  lavfni- 
nGM  or  unlawfulness  of  Mr.  Frj-enmoet's  previona  acta  of  Ltptiani. 
uid  wliRtwe  axe  to  do  about  it.  We  meotioued  this  in  ourfonifr 
letter,  and  we  BtiU  cherish  the  hope  of  obtaining  jour  Eers.  jdi 
oIaI  deoiBioii  on  Uiis  eubjcct,  in  conformity  with  Church  Order. 
We  nrge  this  eBpeciaUy,  seeing  that  jour  Revs,  have  graei<ra^ 
decHaied  that  iba  Classis  offers  in  love,  to  serve  us  ia  evcrf  p*- 
Bible  waj;  and  tb&t  ehe  will  always  be  glad  to  bear  that 
going  veD  with  m  and  with  the  Church, 

lit  wittteea  to  the  tmtli  of  which,  each  of  us,  according  to  lu 
cffioial  capacity  sets  hereto  his  signature. 

Job.  Caaparus  Fryanuth, 
Eldera.  Dcacona. 

'AbrahUQ  Van  Kampen  Hcndnck  Cortrccht 

Pieter  Van  Aoken,  authorized.         William  Cole,  authorized 

his  Dirk  Van  Vliel,  authoriaA 

Johaimes  VB  Westbroek  Mosea  N".  Dupue. 

mark 
Nicolaes  Dupue,  authorized. 

In  name  of  the  combined  Churches,  we,  tlie  undersigned  mi* 
iaters  of  Kingston,  Hurley,  Saugerties  and  Rochester: 
Petrus  Vas 

George  Wilhelm  Manonj. 
George  Michael  Weiaa,  in  name  of  the  combined  Churcha  li 
Ehinebeck,  the  Kanip,  and  the  Flatts  (^'^ackte) 
Kingston,  Dec.  17th,  1744. 

£An  old  Dutch  Bible  in  Kingston,  says  that  Frjenmoet  WM  is- 
BtaUed,  Dec  16,  1744.] 
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Courrr    Zinzendoeff*  to  the  Board  of  Tbadb,      (Deo.  31, 


1744) 


Some  years  since,  (by  an  almost  eyldent  instigation  of  the  Calvlnlst  clergy,  and 
a  Biemn  sort  of  people  who  through  their  Ignoble  disposition  easily  take  occasion 
thereto),  there  lias  in  the  American  Colonies  arisen  an  eyil  custom  of  disturbing 
and   burdening  honest  Men  of  all   Sorts,   who  have  settled  themseiyes  in  those 
Coioniea,  hoping  to  enjoy  an  unrestrained  Freedom  of  Religion,   ft  in  Ciyil  mat- 
ters such  an  honourable  liberty  as  is  in  no  way  prejudicial  to  the  honour  of  the 
Crown.     I  do  not  thlnlc  it  needful!  to  mention  here  the  great  multitude  of  In- 
stances of  injurious  treatment  which  are  personally  known  to  me;  since  my  present 
Intention  is  not  to  accuse  any  body,  but  only  to  lay  before  Your  Excellencys,  the 
LfOrds  at  the  head  of  the  British  world  in  the  West  Indies,  the  intrlnsick  State 
of  matters;  as  your  Lordships  are  able  with  one  stroke  of  the  pen  to  preyent  so 
many   thousand   future  Inconyeniences,   that  an   honest  and  benevolent  Man   on 
that   account   willingly   forgets   the   smarts  of  a   multitude  of   Injuries   already 
endnred. 

I  petition  for  two  Declarations  or  orders; 

The  one  to  keep  honest  people,  as  well  strangers  in,  as  inhabitants  of,  America, 
from  being  chicaned  with  and  plagued  without  the  least  reason,  ft  as  it  were  only 
de  gayete  de  Coeur. 

The  second  that  in  the  aforesaid  Colonies  no  body,  but  least  of  all  the  Indians, 
shall  l>e  hindrod  from  Joyning  with  any  protestant  Church  whatsoeyer,  wlilch  in 
Ills  ideas,  is  the  most  solid;  according  to  the  measures  taken  for  incourageing 
Foreigners  to  settle  in  the  British  Colonies  of  America. 

Your  Lordships  have  so  much  wisdom  tliat  I  think  it  not  proper  preyiously  to 
trouble  you  with  arguments:  But  if  for  other  people's  sake,  (whose  understanding 
ft  inclination  is  not  In  so  good  a  Disposition  as  your  Lordship's),  you  should  de- 
sire that  those  points  about  which  I  haye  petitioned  should  be  confirmed  by  some 
Proofs,  I  wait  your  Lordships'  order  ft  am, 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships'  most  humble  ft  obedient  Seryant, 

Zinzendorff, 
Maienborr  31  December,  1744. 

—  Doc.  nist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  iil,  p.  618.    Also  CN>1.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  yl,  269,  27a 


CnuRCH  OF  New  York. 

New  York,  January  8,  1744r-5.  (1745.) 

Consistory  held,  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  Messrs.  Jacobus  Roosevelt, 
Abrra.  Lefferts  and  Paulus  Ritsers,  be  a  Committee  for  the  ensu- 
ing year,  with  Mr.  Abel  Hardenbroek,  to  attend  to,  and  execute 

•  Note.  Nicholas  Louis  Zlnzendorf.  founder  of  the  sect  of  Moraylans,  was  born 
In  Dresden  In  May.  1700.  He  studied  at  Halle  and  Utrecht,  and  In  1721,  purchased 
the  Ijordshlp  of  Bertholdsdorf,  in  Lasatia,  where  9ome  followers  of  John  Huss 
settled  Id  the  course  of  the  following  year.  From  this  period.  Count  Zlnzendorf 
deyoted  himself  to  preaching.  Having  travelled  over  the  greater  part  of  the  world, 
he  came,  in  1741,  to  America,  and  In  1742  ordained  mlsnlonarles.  At  Shecomlco, 
he  established  the  first  Indian  Moravian  Congregation  In  North  America.  In  1''43, 
he  returned  to  Europe,  and  died  on  his  estate  In  1760.  His  cofCln  was  carried  to 
the  grave  by  thirty-two  preachers  and  missionaries  whom  he  had  reared.  Alien's 
Blog.  Diet. 
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the  matters  concerning  Pieter  Kieree;  and  other  incidents  of  tin 
Manor. 

2.  That  Bench  No.  39^  in  the  Old  Church,  be  made  into  an 
enclosed  pew,  and  the  space  thus  enclosed  be  for  the  use  of  the 
jufvrowen  (ministers'  wives.) 

3.  That  domine  Du  Bois  be  requested  to  answer,  in  the  name 
of  the  Consistory,  the  letter  from  the  gentlen^n  at  Amsterdus, 
entrusted  with  the  power  of  calling  a  minister,  which  was  de- 
livered to  us  by  domine  Eitzema.    This  he  undertook  to  do. 

Witness,  in  name  etc., 

Johannes  Bitzema,  p.  t.  President 

The  Letter. 

To  Messrs.  Theod.  v,  Scherluyne,  P.  0.  Du  Bois,  P.  de  Wolff 
and  L.  Clarkson. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Greatly-Esteemed  Fathers  in  Christ: — 

You  have^  according  to  your  wish,  gratified  our  desire.  This 
we  actually  see,  in  the  safe  arrival  of  the  Eev.  John  Sitzema 
among  us,  on  the  14th  of  October  last.  He  came  with  his  belored 
wife  and  three  children  all  in  perfect  health.  They  were  received 
by  us  with  inward  joy,  and  thankfulness  to  God  for  their  pros- 
perous journey,  in  this  sad  time  of  war. 

And  even  as  the  impressive  and  faithful  delineation  of  his 
praise-worthy  qualities,  given  in  your  esteemed  missive  which  was 
sent  over  with  him,  bade  us  immediately  embrace  him  with  due 
regard  and  honest  affection  as  a  minister;  for  you  excited  in  m 
the  joyful  expectation  that  he,  by  his  pure  Gospel  doctrine,  exem- 
plary life  and  peaceful  deportment,  would  be  a  light  in  the  midst 
of  us,  and,  in  connection  with  his  fellow-ministers,  to  feed  the 
flock  of  God,  over  which  the  Holy  Ghost  has  made  him  an  ove^ 
seer ;  so,  his  short  ministry  here  has  already  been  blessed  in  the 
complete  fulfillment  of  the  expectation  you  gave  us  of  his  sait- 
ableness  and  Christian  virtues;  for  he  enjoys  the  affection  of  the 
entire  congregation.    It  is,  therefore,  ow  hope  tbat,  by  the  tid 
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•f  (Jod's  Spirit,  they  will  not  be  distracted,  but  be  more  fully 
Duilt  up  with  him  and  his  colleagues,  in  mutual  unity  in  Christ. 
His  is  also  our  heartfelt  prayer. 

According  to  our  promise  in  the  "  Power  to  Call ",  we  paid  him 
Ike  ninety  pounds  on  his  arrival.  We  have  also  not  neglected  to 
provide  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  moneys  expended  by  you 
for  his  passage^  and  also  for  the  draft  which  Mr.  Hitzema  made 
t  New  Castle  upon  Mr.  De  Wolff.  For  this  purpose,  you  will 
erewith  receive  a  Bill  of  Exchange  for  forty-six  pounds  sixteen 
killings  and  two  pence,  sterling,  drawn  by  Thomas  Senys,  to  the 
rder  of  Hichard  Janeway,  merchant  at  London.  Whatever  is  over 
le  amount  due,  please  credit  to  Mr.  Hitzema. 

As  Mr.  Bitzema  has  declared  to  us  his  sincere  purpose,  on  his 
mrt  to  promote  the  edification  and  love  and  unity  of  our  congre- 
"ation,  as  well  as  the  order  and  welfare  of  all  the  congregations 
b  these  provinces;  so  you  may  rest  assured,  that  we,  who  em- 
iraced  him  in  love  at  his  coming,  have  no  other  aim  than  to  hold 
lim,  with  both  our  other  ministers,  in  such  love  and  esteem  as  is 
Ine  to  faithful  shepherds;  that  he  may  do  his  work  with  joy,  and 
lot  with  grief,  (lit.  sighing),  even  as  we  feel  that  he  has  so  begun. 

God  fulfill  your  earnest  prayers  for  him,  to  the  joy  of  us  and 
»ur  happy  children.  May  He  also  grant  that,  under  his  faithful 
oinistry,  obedience  to  the  pure  truth  of  the  Gospel  among  us 
nay  ever  the  more  increase,  and  the  zeal  of  the  faithful,  in  sin- 
»re  piety  and  true  godliness  shine  more  and  more^  and  Christ 
irin  many  souls,  to  the  exalting  of  God's  name  in  this  far  ofp 
province  of  America.  Evil  are  the  times  in  which  we  live,  here 
18  well  as  elsewhere.  Arbitrary  religiousness  and  frightful  super- 
tition  contend  for  the  upper  hand.  But  we  thank  God  that  the 
)iire  Gospel  service,  according  to  the  pattern  of  the  Church  of  the 
!l'etherlands,  is  observed  among  us  to  this  day.  And  we  have  so 
tinch  more  reason  to  rejoice,  inasmuch  as  our  adherents  thereto^ 
•ith'  God's  gracious  aid,  shall  remain  inviolable.  And  we  have 
o  thank  the  Most  High^  that  through  His  favoring  ?TON\dATi<(^ 
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and  your  wise  management  and  special  efforta  with  oor  teithav 
a  pioiifl  watchman  is  gained  for  our  spiritual  Zion,  to  ■wiri  d 
the  dreadful  evils,  and  to  incite  us,  through  a  genuine  faith, 
ing  by  love,  to  grow  up  in  Him  who  is  the  He-ad,  into  a  spirital 
house,  a  holy  priesthood.  Therefore  are  we  bound  to  tti6utie> 
most  to  make  to  jou  these  cordial  and  earnest  actnowledgeiDejiu 
for  your  unwearied  diligence  and  true  care  for  the  interest  U'i 
satisfaction  of  our  congregation. 

Equally  also  with  you,  we  pray  God  to  keep  us  from  all  nf 
turea  and  scandals,  and  to  unite  all  hearts  in  love  and  i»armotij.  I 
through  the  true  fear  of  the  Lord  who  tries  all  hearts  araJ  ninv  | 
So  we  commend  you  to  God  and  the  Word  of  His  grace.  V^»i 
heartily  pray  him  to  pour  out  upon  you,  through  bis  griure  mi 
favor,  all  temporal  and  spiritual  blessings,  and  at  last  crown  wi 

t forever,  with  the  expected  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light.     ■ 
I  "     Eev.  Sirs  and  Fathers  in  Christ,  and  greatly  beloved,        ■ 
Tour  most  humble  and  obedient  servants,  1 

In  the  name  of  the  Conaistory^ 
Jas.  Soosevelt,  Cornelia  Vooiis,  Abm.  Lefferts,  Gerard  Dajt- 

kinck,  Gerrit  Eeteltas 
Thus  done  in  our  Obnrch  Assembly  at  "New  York,  Jan.  8, 1T4S, 

0.  s. 

G.  Du  Boia,  p.  t.  Fresdest 

Acts  of  ths  Ci^absis  of  Austbbiiaie. 

Rev.  Hovenberg. 

1746,  Jan.  12th.  Art.  16.  One  of  our  members  wrote  to  tbc 
Governor  of  Suriname  in  behalf  of  Rev.  Hoevenbei^.    xii.  T9. 

Chdech  of  Nsw  Tobt. 

New  York,  ApiU  8, 1745. 
Consistory  held,  after  calling  on  God's  name.    Reeolved,  Tbit 
tbe  tons©  on  tVe  Clttoicb.  EKfimi&,'\i^tnBsi%^  ^^-  Abnn.  Oaia- 
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be  bought  for  the  lowest  price  at  which  it  can  be  obtainedi 
that  Mr.  Abrm.  Lefferts  attend  to  this  business. 
Witness^  in  name  etc., 

Joannes  Eitzema,  p.  t.  President. 

.  Theodobio  Van  ScHELLxnrNE,  of  Amsterdam,  to  Bey. 
Benjamin  !?iIeynema,  April.  13,  1746. 

Portf oKo  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  L 

Ber.  Sir  and  Hlghlj  Esteemed  Brother: — Enclosed,  find  this  accompanTlns  the 
tetter  from  Rey.  Rltsema  of  New  York,  who  arrlyed  there  safely,  and  Is  now 
engaged  there.  In  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel,  acceptably  and  snccessfnlly. 

The  congregations  of  Poughkeepsle  and  Flshklll,  having  authorized  ns,  tIs. 
Messrs.  Pedro  De  Wolff,  Leylnus  Klarksen,  Bartholomew  Stokkers  and  myself. 
to  cell  a  minister  in  their  name,  have  requested  us  to  hear  you  before  any  one 
else;  and  shenld  your  qnallflcatlons  meet  with  our  approbation,  to  extend  the  call 
to  yoa,  and  Inyite  you  to  that  position. 

For  this  purpose  we  would  ask  you  to  be  pleased,  at  least  If  you  are  at  all  la- 
dined  to  accept  of  tliis  position  as  Rey.  Rltsema  has  given  ns  reason  to  hope, 
to  come  over  here  (to  Amsterdam)  at  some  time  and  preach  for  us.  In  case,  con- 
trary to  our  hopes,  we  should  not  be  able  to  agree  upon  the  terms,  we  will  refund 
all  your  expenses. 

We  suppose,  that  Rev.  Rltzema  has  made  you  acquainted  with  the  conditions  of 
the  calL  They  are  in  every  way,  advantageous.  During  one  half  of  the  year, 
tbey  require  preaching  only  once  on  every  Sabbath,  and  during  the  other  half  of 
the  year,  twice;  also  further,  the  performance  of  pastoral  work  in  the  same  way 
as  is  done  In  the  Old  Country.  They  promise  you  a  good  dwelling  house  and  a 
garden;  also  In  addition,  an  orchard  covering  a  half  morgen.  (about  one  acre)  of 
land.  This  Is  planted  with  good  apple-trees,  and  will  be  kept  in  good  order  by 
them.  The  salary  always  to  be  promptly  paid,  will  be  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds 
per  annum,  counting  every  pound,  as  I  am  Informed,  at  from  six  to  seven  guilders, 
Dutch  money.  The  salary  will  begin  as  soon  as  the  ministers  embark  from  this 
country.  Forty  pounds  will  be  allowed  for  the  dissolving  of  present  relatione. 
and  the  goods  which  the  minister  may  take  with  him,  will  be  Insured  to  the 
amount  of  one  thousand  (1000)  guilders.  In  addition  to  this.  It  is  also  promised 
that  snfflclent  flre-wood  will  be  provided  for  the  minister  to  last  him  through  the 
year.  They  will  also  buy  him,  one  good  driving-horse;  but  If  this  shonld  die,  he 
will  be  obliged  to  provide  himself  with  another  at  his  own  expense.  Assurance 
is  also  given  at  the  (other)  place  where  the  preaching  Is  to  be  done,  which  lies 
about  three  hours  distance,  and  which  must  be  served  alternately  every  other 
Sabbath,  that  the  necessary  support  will  be  given.  It  Is  added  also  that  one  can 
get  on  better  there,  with  that  salary,  than  even  in  New  York,  where,  indeed, 
the  labor  Is  twice  as  arduous  as  at  Poughkeepsle  and  FlshkllL  These  are.  In 
the  main,  the  conditions.  Further  particulars,  we  will  be  able  to  give  you  when 
you  arrive  here. 

When  you  have  clearly  understood  the  favorable  character  of  this  opportunity 
to  extend  the  kingdom  of  the  liOrd  Jesus  —  and  surely  according  to  the  Informa- 
tion we  have  received,  the  harvest  is  great;  and  even  the  Rev.  Rltsema,  who 
preserved  by  the  hand  of  God,  made  such  a  propitious  voyage,  had  not  equal  as- 
surances, such  as  are  afforded  in  this  case  —  I  hope  you  will  have  the  goodness 
te  answer  this  letter  at  your  very  earliest  convenience,  or  otherwise,  come  your- 
self. However,  since  you  have  a  charge  already,  the  whole  matter  mnst  be  left 
to  year  own  Inclination.    But  we  especially  urge  you  to  take  couneel  at  tUe  taatiUl 
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of  the  Lord;  to  pray  that  he  may  enlighten  700  to  dedde  for  that  which  win  be 
most  asefuL 

In  the  name  of  the  Committee  anthorised  to  make  this  call,  I  alBz  mj  atae  ts 
this  communication.    Wishing  yon  all  success,  and  greeting  70a  In  lore* 
I  sign  myself, 

M7  dearly  beloyed  Brother, 

Your  yery  humble  and  obedient  Senrmnt, 

Theodorlc  Van  Schenoyie. 
Amsterdam,  April  18th,  1745. 

P.  8.     It  is  desirable  that  a  reply  to  this,  be  speedily  made,  ainee  ttej  tre 
•zpectlng  a  very  fayorable  opportunity  for  making  the  Toyage,  such  as  etasoc 

reasonably  be  expected  soon  to  occur  again. 

Cu^sis  OF  Amstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

Call  of  Eev.  Benjamin  Maynema  to  Pokeepsie  etc,  by  the 
Attorneys  appointed  thereto.    May  4,  1745. 

By  authority  of  the  above  Power  of  Attorney,  we,  the  undw^ 
signed,  have  conferred  the  call  to  the  congregation  of  Pon^ 
keepsie  and  Fishkill  on  Domine  Benjamin  Meynema,  at  present 
ministering  the  Holy  Gospel  at  Oudwolde  and  Westei^eeft,  on 
such  conditions  as  are  contained  in  the  aforesaid  instrument  of 
Power  of  Attorney,  who  also,  on  the  same  conditions  has  ac- 
cepted the  call. 

Amsterdam,  May  4,  1745. 

Theodorus  Van  Schelloyne,  Pedro  de  Wolf,  Lev.  Clarkson,  J. 

Stokkers,  Benjamin  Meynema. 
This  signed  in  our  presence. 

Thomas  Van  Bisselik,  Cornelius  Janse,  Otto  Van  Dam, 
(Notary  Public.) 

Accords,  so  far  as  concerns  this  extract,  with  the  original  as 
above  signed. 

Amsterdam,  June  9,  1745. 

Otto  Van  Dam,  Notary  Public. 

Approval  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Very  Reverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  having  seen  and 
considered  the  c«3\  \^  XXv^  Toisj^sXr^  ol  SJc^^^  ^\^^^s<»hea  of  Pough- 
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keepsie  and  Fislikilly  presented  by  the  Committee  to  Benjamin 
Ueynema,  has  nnanimouslj  approved  the  same,  with  congratu- 
lations and  prayers  for  all  blessings  on  him  who  is  called,  and  on 
his  congregation. 
Amsterdam,  June  14, 1745. 
In  the  namQ  of  Classis, 

Johannes  Van  der  Vorm,  Preacher  at  Amsterdam, 
Clerk  of  Classis,  Protem. 
Hist,  of  Pokeepsie  Ch.  49. 

The  Eeverend  Classis  of  Dokkum,  having  examined  the  accom- 
panying call  to  Domine  B.  Meynema,  and  also  the  accompanying 
approval  by  the  Classis  of   Amsterdam,  and   thereupon   having 
learned  from  the  members  of  the  Consistory  of  the  former  con- 
gregations of  his  Eeverence,  that  his  Eeverence  would  also  be 
dismissed  by  them;  accordingly  the  Eev.  Classis  of  Dokkum  dis- 
misses the  aforesaid  Domine  Meynema  from  his  charge  at  Oud- 
wolde,  etc,  and  assigns  him  to  the  congregations  of  Poughkeepsie 
and  Fishkill,  with  wishes  for  the  precious  blessings  of  the  Lord 
on  his  person,  ministry  and  the  congregations. 

July  5,  1746. 

H.  Reitzema,  President  of  Classis,  Protem, 

A.  Knock,  Clerk  of  Classis,  Protem. 
Pbesbytekiaws. 

1745,  Maj.  Presbyterian  Synod  of  New  York  sends  an  address  to  Sir  Wm. 
Ooocli.  Goyemor  of  Virginia,  by  Messrs.  Tennent  and  Flnley,  asking  fall  liberty 
tor  dissenters  to  preach  in  VirglBla.    Granted.    See  Alexander's  Log  College,  224. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  or  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  Meinema  Called  to  North  America. 

1746,  June  14th.  Art.  10.  Rev.  Theodore  van  Schelluine,  with 
other  gentlemen,  have  been  authorized  by  the  churches  of  Po- 
keepsie and  Fishkill  in  North  America  to  procure  a  minister  for 
tliose  congregations.  They  have  handed  in  a  call  made  out  to 
Rev.  Benjamin  Meinema,  minister  at  Oltwolde  and  Weat.«t^e9»t, 
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in  the  Classis  of  Dokkmn  (Friesland)^  and  they  request  the  ap- 
proval of  said  call.  Everything  having  been  found  oorrect,  their 
request  was  granted,  and  the  call  approved. 

N.  B.  Should  it  happen  that  the  Rev.  Kluppel  or  Mcinemi, 
on  account  of  the  suddenness  of  their  journey,  cannot  wait  till 
the  next  session,  the  Deputies  have  the  liberty  to  install  them  in 
a  Classis  Contraeta.     xii.  89. 

Church  op  New  Yoke:. 

New  York,  June  18,  1745. 

Consistory  held  in  the  New  Church  (on  Nassau  street,  corner 
of  Cedar  street.)  Resolved,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  to  give  Stc 
pounds  Now  York  money,  through  Mr.  A.  Herring,  to  each  of 
the  four  persons  who  showed  the  most  zeal  in  putting  out  the  fire, 
kindled  by  lightning  in  the  Tower,  on  Tuesday. 

John  Ritzema,  p.  t.  Preddent 

The  Committee  in  Holland  Having  the  "  Power  to  Call  ", 
TO  Rev.  Benjamin  Meynema,  June  25,  1745. 

Reverend  Sir  and  Dear  Friend:  You  will  receive  herewith  the 
letter  of  call,  approved.  It  would  have  been  sent  sooner,  but  we 
have  waited  for  the  arrival  of  one  of  the  ships  which  we  knew 
were  to  have  sailed  from  New  York  in  April.  We  have  since 
learned  that  one  of  them  has  safely  arrived  at  one  of  the  islan<]s 
at  which  it  had  to  laud,  on  account  of  its  cargo,  and  we  hourly, 
expect  its  safe  arrival.    The  same  is  hoped  for  the  other. 

We  think  it  will  be  necessarv  that  vour  Reverence  reque?t  vn-i: 
dismissal  from  your  church  and  your  Classis  as  soon  as  p.'Srii  *  • 
I^t  the  dismissal  from  the  Classis  be  in  the  month  of  Julv,  for  ro 
learn  from  the  register,  that  the  Classis  of  Dokkum  is  to  sit  a  week 
from  next  Monday.  You  can,  therefore,  be  qualified  and  instailoi 
in  the  antesynodal  Classis,  which  will  sit  here  on  the  10th  of  July. 
Your  coming  over  for  that  meeting  is  required.  Otherwise  the 
formalities  fox  yoMT  Te\noN^\xi'v\^\.\>^  $L^v2^.i>Mit\l  the  September 
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meeting  of  Classis,  by  which  time  the  expected  ships  will  probably 
have  sailed  again.  The  passage  by  these  ships,  we  think,  would 
be  much  cheaper  and  more  comfortable  than  by  way  of  England, 
v/hich  otherwise  might  have  to  be  taken. 

If,  after  your  dismissal,  and  your  installation,  here  to  be  ob- 
tained, your  Reverence  could  defer  the  time  of  your  final  sermon 
of  leave  taking,  it  would  not  be  bad;  yet  the  laws  require  that  you 
should  do  that  first.  The  difficulty  is  not  great.  Your  salary 
begins  from  the  moment  of  your  going  aboard  ship.  An  account 
is  to  be  kept  for  the  congregation  to  be  paid  upon  your  arrival 
Should  you  have  the  misfortime  of  being  captured  by  a  priva- 
teer —  which  however  our  merchants  do  not  much  fear,  since  you 
embark  here  and  sail  by  the  Northern  route,  and  we  also  pray 
the  Lord  kindly  to  prevent  it  —  the  insurance  on  the  goods  oould, 
in  the  meanwhile,  help  for  your  maintenance.  This  will  be  fully 
repaid,  according  to  the  letters  of  attorney,  out  of  the  money  which 
you  sitrely  can  demand,  when  there,  for  your  service. 

May  the  Lord  at  all  times  be  with  you,  may  he  make  your  pas- 
sage prosperous,  and  give  you  grace  in  the  duties  of  your  calling. 
'We  shall  expect  you  here  before  the  19th  of  July.  Should  you 
consider  it  necessary  to  send  a  letter  before  that  time,  if  required 
it  will  be  very  pleasing  to  us,  who.  Rev.  Sir,  heartily  call  them- 
selves, 

Your  devoted  friends  and  himible  servants 

Theodorus  van  Schelluyne,  Pedro  de  Wolff,  L, 
Stockers,  who  also  signs  for  L,  Clarkson. 
Amsterdam,  25th  of  June  1745. 

P.  S.  You  will  please  to  insert  in  the  power  of  attorney  for 
your  release  the  name  of  such  pastors  as  you  please. 

The  expenses  for  your  dismissal  will  be  cheerfully  repaid  you^ 
with  other  moneys  advanced  for  your  benefit. 
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Board  of  Tbade  to  Governor  Clinton,  June  28th,  1745. 

Sir:  Since  our  letter  to  you  dated  ihe  5th  of  April  last  (t 
Ihiplicate  is  herewith  inclosed)  we  have  received  a  letter  from 
Monsr.  de  GersdofF  ini  behalf  of  himself  and  the  Moravian  Breth- 
ren in  the  Province  of  New  York,  complaining  of  an  Act  passed 
there  in  September  last,  entitled  "An  Act  for  securing  liis 
Majesty's  Government  of  New  York  "  by  which  as  he  aays  these 
Brethren  there  will  be  very  much  oppressed.  We  have  likewise 
had  some  discourse  with  him  and  two  of  their  Ministers  that  have 
attended  us  on  that  subject  and  having  at  their  request  promiaed 
to  write  to  you  for  further  Information  in  the  said  affair,  we  do 
accordingly  desire  you  would  inform  us  in  your  next  what  the 
behaviour  of  these  Moravians  has  been  in  your  province  and 
whether  any  ill  practices  on  their  part  gave  occasion  to  tiiere 
being  inserted  by  name  in  the  said  Act. 

We  must  here  observe  to  you  that  we  have  received  the  above 
Act  with  twenty  four  others  transmitted  to  us  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Province  without  any  letter  from  him  or  any  observations 
upon  the  said  Acts  from  you  which  by  your  Instructions  you  are 
directed  to  send  us  with  them.  So  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell 
&  are 

Your  very  loving  Friends  and  humble  Servants, 
Mon&on  R.  Plumer  B.  Leveson  Gowcr 

M.  Bladen  J.  Pitt  Ja.  Brudenell. 

—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  iii.  pp.  618,  619.  Also  Col.  lUst. 
N.  Y.  vi.  p.  279. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  Dorsius. 

1745,  July  10th.  Art.  44.  As  to  Dorsius,  there  is  nothing  to 
report,  but  we  wait  for  news  from  Rev.  Depp.  Nevertheless  we 
have  great  reasona  ioi  ^iv'xvc^Vj  m  xo^fereuce  to  the  suggested  union 
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of  tbe  churches  in  .  Pennsylvania  with  the  Scotch  Assembly 
(Coetns)  there.  We  deem  there  is  nothing  safer  than  to  corre- 
spond about  this  with  those  of  New  York.    xiL  96. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  John  Arondeus^  and  the  Churches  of  Kings  County  to 
Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  July  16,  1745. 

Portfolio  "New  York",  Vol.  i.     Extracts,  xxiii.  21. 

To  the  Very;  Reverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  of  the  True  Re- 
formed Religion. 

Most  Rev.  Sirs  and  Fathers:  It  has  given  all  of  us  of  the  five 
combined  churches,  much  joy  to  learn  that  they  have  been  favored 
by  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  with  a  great  and  precious 
promise:  namely,  that  your  Revs,  will  not  neglect  to  provide 
our  churches  here  with  a  capable  minister. 

May  it  please  your  Revs,  not  to  take  it  amiss  that,  on  this 
suitable  occasion,  we  make  bold  to  ask  your  Revs,  in  a  most 
friendly  and  humble  way,  that  the  promise  mentioned  may  be  ful- 
filled as  speedily  as  possible.     For  this  is  not  only  the  constant 
desire  and  urgent  appeal  on  the  part  of  many  in  our  churches 
who  are  troubling  the  consistory  about  it;  but  the  consistory 
itself  realizes  the  extreme  necessity  of  now  urging  your  Revs, 
for  this  object.     We  do  this  partly,  because  one  of  our  ministers, 
Vincentius  Antonides,  has  now  been  dead  for  more  than  a  year; 
and  partly  because  several  vacant  churches  are  strongly  inclined 
to  call  our  other  minister,  even  as  the  people  of  the  city  of 
Albany  have  already  done  so.      But  his  Rev.  has  politely  de- 
clined said  call.     His  reason  was,  that  he  did  not  feel  himself 
free  in  conscience  to  accept,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  his 
annual  salary  would  have  been  increased  by  more  than  two  hun- 
dred gilders,  Dutch  money.     His  Rev.  wrote  them  that  he  could, 
not  at  present  leave  our  churches,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they 
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were  being  aasailed  by  unspeakable  deodta  aiid  faliehoodk  fnm 
this  your  Beirs.  can  draw  the  conduaion  that  our  ekmehei  lonU 
be  surely  exposed  to  inevitable  deatmction,  ia  eaae  we  dhoild 
be  left  without  a  minister. 

Meanwhile  we  shall  beseech  Qod  Almighty  long  to  soaUm  jot; 
preserve  yon  and  bless  you  liberally  in  all  things.  And  may 
your  Bevs.  former  care,  so  paternally  and  sacoeaafolly  shoea 
toward  us,  as  well  as  to  all  the  other  foreign  ehuiehe%  oontimie; 
and  may  it  appear  anew  in  speedily  sending  ua  a  jnooa  miaote 
for  our  five  combined  churches,  located  on  Long  Idand,  in  Ai 
northern  quarter  of  America,  about  an  hour'a  diiitancie  £ram  Ai 
city  of  New  York. 

Furthermore^  we  declare  ourselves  sincerely  to  be,  aa  ne  hofs 
to  remain, 

Your  Bevs.  most  humble,  submissive  and  obedient 

Written  in  our  Oonsistory  on  the  16th  of  Jnly,  1745. 

Job.  Arondeus,  V.  D.  IC. 

Hendrick  Jansen  Jacobus  Ammerman    Anderies  Stoddiolm 

Riitgert  Van  Brunt  Folkert  Folkcrtsen      Pieter  Conselie 

Hans  Bergen  Christianus  Lupardus  Johannes  de  Wit 

Comelis  V oorheea  Joost  de  Bevoort  Jan  Van  Noorgtrant 

Johannes  Ditmars  Koelof  Voorhees 

AOTS  OF  THE  ClASSIS  OF  AmSTEBDAIC 

Bevs.  Kluppel  and  Meinema  Ordained. 

1745,  July  19th.  Art.  9.  Revs.  Kluppel  and  IFeinema  hxf' 
ing  been  properly  dismissed  from  their  Classis  and  church,  ipck 

subsequently  ordained,  the  former  to  the  ministry  at  Constanti- 
no'le,  the  other  to  the  ministry  at  Poughkeepsie  and  FishUL 

They,  signed  the  Formulae  of  Concord,  and  agreed  to  keep  up 

the  correspondence  with  us.    Proper  instructions  were  given  tliflm 

by  the  Rev.  Depp.     xii.  97. 
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Episcopal  CmmcH  of  St.  Andrews^  S.  I. 

4S»  Jvlj  28.  Tbe  Wardens  of  St.  Andrews,  at  Richmond,  Staten  Island,  wrott 
at  the  need  of  discipline  in  connection  with  that  Parish,  and  said:  '*  Mr.  Vesey 
rrowB  Antient,  Infirm,  and  nnable  to  trarel ",  and  that  therefore  he  had  ds« 
ed  t«  Tlalt  St.  Andrews.— Dlx's  Trinity  Ch.  1.  229. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Rev.  Lambertus  De  Ronde. 

1745y  Sept.  6th.  Art.  2.  Rev.  Lambertus  de  Ronde^  minister 
ZuOicbem  and  !N'ieuwaal,  having  been  appointed  by  the  Messrs. 
rectors  of  the  Suriname  Society,  as  minister  of  the  Dutch 
arch  there,  (Suriname);  and  having  requested  of  us  that  this 
11  might  be  made  ecclesiastical  at  this  session;  this  was  done 
is  day  with  the  consent  of  all  the  members,  and  with  a  wish  for 
6  divine  blessing  on  his  ministry  there.  It  was  also  resolved 
i  case  he  should  have  no  good  opportunity  of  being  ordained 
f  us  at  the  regular  Classis,  that  the  Messrs.  Deputati  ad  res 
xteras  shall  have  the  privilege  of  performing  that  ordination 
i  a  Classis  Contracta.  A  copy  of  this  resolution  of  ours  shall 
e  given  to  the  said  Rev.  De  Ronde,  so  that  it  may  serve  him 
1  farthering  his  dismission  from  his  church  and  Classis.  Quod 
actuia.     xiL  98. 

Rev.  Goetschius. 

Art.  7.  It  was  reported  that  the  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras  had 
seivcd  a  letter  from  Rev.  Goetsius,  in  which  he  complains  tliat 
\  cftso  remained  unfinished.  He  requests  that  it  may  be  brought 
an  end.  Also  a  member  of  the  church  in  New  York  in  a  ccr- 
A  letter  has  informed  us  of  the  bad  and  disrupted  condition  of 
)  church  there,  (on  Long  Island).  It  was  therefore  resolved 
make  it  mandatory  upon  the  Deputies  to  investigate  this  case 
wt  carefully,  and  to  furnish  us  subsequently  with  a  further 
port  and  suggestions,  (pre-advice).     xii.  99. 
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Aon  OF  THE  ClABSIB  of  AilBTMSDAM. 

Rev.  Eieger. 

'Art.  8*  Also  there  was  partially  reported  the  content! 
letter  from  Ber.  Bieger,  regarding  Rev.  Scbnor,  nritien  to 
Bnmings.  Ab  to  this  letter  later  explanation  shall  be  waite 
zii.  99. 

"Bar.  Hoerenbaii^ 

Art  9.  Bot.  Tu  Alfdien,  haBreoeiTed&an.tmBaBittedd 
the  Bum  of  twelve  hundred  florina,  in  behalf  of  the  m 
Hoerenbeig.  He  givea  notice  that  he  had  givvn  thaw  ■ 
to  the  fond  (^  the  gentlemen  of  the  (Snriname)  Soaa^.    x 

AOTO  OP  THB  GLABBSa  OV  AnaTOOIM. 

Call  for  the  Ohnroh  at  Albanf,  New  Ttnk. 
111,6,  jOoL  4th.    Art  8.    The  IRev.  Mr.  TheodonTal 
Imae,  authorized  tt^ther  with  other  gentienten  to  oall  a  ■ 

for  Albany,  in  New  York,  banded  in,  in  this  capadtj,  i 
made  ont  to  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuisen,  candidate  of  the  ( 
of  Utrecht.  This  call,  upon  the  showing  of  the  required  p 
was  also  approved,  with  a  wish  for  the  divine  bleanng. 
called  one  shall  this  day  undergo  his  final  examination,  to ' 
end  he  handed  in  satisfactory  credentials,     xii.  100,  101. 

'  Call  of  a  Minister  for  the  five  churches  on  Long  IsUnc 

Art.  7.  The  Revs.  Schiphout  and  Goris,  who  as  Depati 
res  Exteras  had  been  heretofore  directed  to  procure  a  nu 
for  the  five  churches  on  Long  Island,  made  known  that  fo 
purpose  had  come  forward  the  candidate  Ulphanias  van  Ziii< 
He  belongs  to  the  Classis  of  Zevenwouden  (Friesland).  1 
same  time  the  present  Deputies  received  permission  to  aei 
him,  if  upon  further  inquiry,  they  bear  good  reports  of  him. 
gifts  may  then  also  be  ascertained,  and  he  may  be  e 
ordained  &l  ^e  SwuMarj  C\tAm.    t\v.  101. 
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Acts  of  the  Olassis  of  Ambtesdaic 

Letter  from  Goetschius. 

Art.  9.  The  said  Deputies  submit  also,  as  of  chief  importance^ 
:ie  contents  of  the  letter  from  Bev.  Goetschius.  A  certain  other 
member  of  this  Assembly  submitted  also  the  substance  of  letters 
^hich  were  written  by  members  of  the  congregation.  It  was 
esolved  that  the  Deputies/  to  whom  Bev.  van  Schelluuie  was 
dded  for  this  particular  case,  shall  write  to  New  York,  and 
oake  known  the  reasons  why  no  decision  can  be  arrived  at  by 
IS  regarding  these  letters  and  the  matters  occurring  therein, 
rhey  will  also  add  an  exhortation  to  the  churches  in  that  land, 
whichy  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  this  Classis  heretofore 
idopted  have  imited  themselves  into  a  Coetus,  to  act  upon  this 
sase  among  themselves.  Nevertheless  the  right  of  appeal  to  this 
Olassis  shall  remain  open,  to  those  who  shall  deem  themselves 
iggrieved  by  any  ecclesiastical  decisions  there.  The  other 
ehurches,  as  well  as  all  the  ministers  who  shall  subsequently  go 
thither  (to  America)  must  be  admonished  to  sustain  that  Coetus. 
Kow,  in  order  that  this  letter  may  be  sent  off  as  soon  as  possible, 
the  Deputies  shall  communicate  the  same  to  the  ministers  of  the 
church  of  Amsterdam,  and  bring  in  a  further  report  at  the  next 
Olassis.     xiL  102. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Examination,  Preparatory  and  Final. 

Art.  12.  The  candidates  du  Voisin  and  (Theodore)  Frieling- 
uisen,  preached,  the  former  on  Psalm  68: 12,  the  other  on  2 
!orin.  5:14,  "For  the  love  of  Christ  constraineth  us.''  The 
tudent  Peter  van  der  Spui  preached  on  Psalm  45 :  8.  Subse- 
nently  they  were  examined,  both  preparatorily  and  finally,  and 
;ave  so  much  satisfaction  therein,  that  the  two  former  were  aa- 
igned  as  pastors  and  teachers  to  the  church;  to  wit,  du  Voisin  to 
he  church  in  Suriname,  and  Frielinghuisen  to  that  of  Albany 
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in  New  York.  Rev.  van  Aer  Spni  was  licensed  to  preach  Gofi 
Holy  Word  to  the  church.  After  they  had  repudiated  the  eoa- 
demmed  opinions  of  Bekker  and  Boel;  and  after  van  der  Spuihtd 
also  taken  the  oath  against  Simony,  and  all  liad  agreed  to  red 
the  Forms  for  Baptism  and  Communion  without  change,  and 
had  signed  the  Formulae  of  Concord ;  Revs,  du  Voisin  and  Frid- 
inghuizen  were  each  installed  into  the  service  of  his  congregation. 
Rev.  van  der  Spui  requested  to  be  recommended  for  the  churches 
in  foreign  lands,  and  particularly  to  those  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  Rev.  Frielinghuisen  also  promised  to  support  the  Coetus 
in  New  York.  In  this  our  Deputies  will  be  of  aid  to  him.  Both 
also  promised  to  correspond  with  this  Classis.  Proxima  rice, 
must  preside,  ex  ordine.  Rev.  van  Muiden.     xii.  103, 

New  York  Council  Journal. 

1745,  Not.  20.    George  Clinton,  Governor. 

General  Assembly  sent  to  the  Council  an  Act  entitled,   "An  Act  to  enable  He    i 
Inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York  to  choose  annnallj  two  Vestrymen  for  tteh  j' 
rospectlve  ward  within  the  said  city.     Council  Journal,  000.     Read  etc;     PasMdL 
901.     Enacted,  904. 

The  Committee  to  Rev.  J.  H.  Goetscuius,  Asking  fob  Ei* 
PLANATiON  OF  Cebtain  Chaeges.      Nov.  25,  1745. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i.     Extracts,  xxiii.  38. 

No.  4. 

To  Mr.  Goetschius  at  Jamaica  on  Long  Island, 

Sir: — According  to  promise,  wo  inform  you  of  the  following, 
as  having  occurred  before  us. 

You  have  a  copy  of  the  affidavit,  and  further  declarations  have 
been  made  in  regard  to  it,  by  Antje  Onderdonk  herself  and  Jus- 
tice Abraham  Polhemius. 

We  have  also  been  informed  why  the  affidavit  was  not  sooner 
made ;  namely,  because  her  husband  lived  upon  the  land  of  her 
father,  who  was  a  special  friend  of  domine  Goetschius.  I5a: 
when  the  rumors  of  what  had  passed  began  to  spread,  and  domine 
Goetschius,  wWa.  wwia  wi  explanation  about  it,  anJ 
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which  was  subsequently  read  publicly  in  the  churches,  and  in 
which  he  tried  to  excuse  himself: — 

Then  the  father  of  Antje  Onderdonk,  (Cornelius  Ryerse),  com- 
pelled her,  for  the  sake  of  her  own  reputation,  to  testify  in  the 
matter.  As  to  her  genuine  and  well  known  virtuous  behavior, 
probably  more  than  twenty  people  have  unanimously  given  their 
verbal  testimony  before  our  meeting. 

Besides  this, 

1.  Minnie  Schcnk  has  testified  in  writing, 

(1)  That  he  has  heard  you  say,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for 
that  great  body  in  Amsterdam,  to  wit,  the  Classis,  this  country 
had  long  ago  been  filled  with  pious  ministers:    And  further 

(2)  That  all  who  remained  away  from  his  church  would  have 
to  make  a  new  confession,  before  they  would  again  be  received. 

It  is  further  testified, 

2.  By  Minnie  Schenk  and  Gerrit  van  Wickelen,  that  you  said, 
that  if  you  had  to  go  to  Holland  (for  ordination)  you  would  not 
go  to  Amsterdam,  but  to  the  Classis  of  Schieland,  because  thereiu 
the  majority  of  ministers  were  pious* 

It  is  also  declared, 

3.  By  Daniel  Derje,  That  in  August  1744,  you  said  at  Jamaica, 
that  the  reading  of  a  sermon  on  Sunday,  when,  there  was  no 
preacher  was  wicked. 

4.  The  Committee  requests  of  your  Reverence  further  explana- 
tion concerning  the  reading  before  the  church  door  at  Oyster 
Bay  of  the  well-known  lampoon  to  the  discredit  of  domine 
Arondeus. 

These  are  the  most  essential  matters,  besides  the  affair  of  your 
subordination,  which  has  been  read  verbatim  to  your  Eeverence, 
and  by  you  acknowledged  to  agree  with  what  has  happened,  and 
what  the  Committee  is  herewith  pleased  to  inform  you  of. 

With  best  greetings,  we  remain.  In  the  name  of  the  Committee, 

Your  Reverence's  obedient  servant, 

Gualths.  du  Bois. 
N'ew  York,  the  25th  of  November,  1745.     (Answers:  Jan. 
10,  1746). 
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TsiiaTY  Chttbch,  Nbw  York. 

llev.  William  Vesey  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Qospd, 

Nov.  27,  1745. 

Extract: 

**  ReT.  Sir:  Here  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe  to  jou  that  In  the  ycftr  «C  Otf 
Lord  1697,  I  was  ordained  by  Dr.  Compton  the  then  Bishop  of  London,  and  lot 
here  by  his  Lordship  to  officiate  at  Trinity  Church  In  the  City  of  New  York;  ix 
which  time,  betides  this  Church  and  Chapel  In  the  port,  [fort?],  one  ehudi  li 
Philadelphia,  and  one  other  In  Boston,  I  don't  remember  to  have  heard  of  «m 
building  erected  to  the  public  worship  of  God  on  this  northern  continent  of  Amcila. 
from  Maryland,  where  the  church  was  established  by  a  law  of  the  PiOTtecei.  t» 
the  east-most  bounds  of  Xova  Scotia,  which  I  believe  in  length  la  eight  hndifi 
miles.  And  now  most  of  these  provinces  or  colonies  have  many  chnrchei,  which. 
against  all  opposition,  Increase  and  flourish,  under  miraculous  Influence  of  Hcana. 
I  make  no  doubt  It  will  give  a  vast  pleasure  to  the  Honorable  Society  to  ubstm 
the  wonderful  blessing  of  God  on  their  pious  cares  and  endeayora  to  proBoCe  tke 
Christian  Religion  In  these  remote  and  dark  comers  of  the  world;  and  the  gmt 
success  that  by  the  concomitant  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  haa  attended  the  filtfcffel 
labours  of  their  Missionaries  In  the  conversion  of  so  many  from  rile  erron  til 
wicked  practices  to  the  faith  of  Christ  and  the  obedience  of  hla  GospeL*'  —  Qsitii 
from  Dlx,  1.  280. 

Testimonlal  IK  Bbhalf  of  Eev.  John  H.  GtosTscHiUB,  Dec 

16,  1745. 

Portf  oUo  "  New  York  ",  VoL  L 

No.  8. 

Original  in  English. 

To  all  persons  to  whom  these  presents  Shall  Come  or  May  Concern:  Know  yf, 
that  I  have  been  personally  acquainted  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Henry  Goetschin. 
now  a  minister  to  the  Dutch  Church  In  Queens  County,  four  years  past,  and  Dur- 
ing the  whole  time,  as  far  as  I  have  had  any  knowledge  of  him,  he  hath  conducts 
himself  not  only  as  becomes  a  Christian,  but  also  as  a  faithful  minister  of  tt« 
Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  therefore  Commend  him  to  the  Great  Hetd 
of  the  Church,  and  pray  that  he  may  be  made  eminently  serrisable  in  promotlD^ 
the  Interest  of  Religion  In  any  part  of  his  Master's  vineyard  where  he  mar  V 
employed.  As  witness  my  hand  In  Dosorls  in  Queens  County  this  16th  of  iv^r 
1746. 

BenJ.  Woolsey.  V.  D.  M. 

And  we,  also,  the  Ministers  and  Blders  of  the  Prlsbeterian  Congregation  la 
Jamaica,  De  Certlfye  the  Sane  as  is  above  written,  as  witness  our  hand«, 

David  Bostwlck,  V.  D.  M. 
Sam.  Smith   )  ,     ^. 
Ellas  Bayles  \^^^^  of  ye  peace. 

Bam.  Smith,  Jr.,  Justice  of  ye  pcsce. 
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's  Citation  to  Rbv.  J.  H.  Gobtschius  to  Ai^swsb 
Cbbtain  Chabges. 

No.  4,  duplicate;  called  No.  6. 

New  York»  December  27,  174B. 

8  the  charges  already  sent  to  jour  ReTerence  on  the  28th  of  NoTem* 

Committee  farther  aenda  you  the  following,  In  order  that  yon  may 

all,  before  us,  on  Monday,  the  27th  of  January  next.    We  reqnest 

B  at  the  Ferry  In  the  same  honse  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  If  we  are  all 

Kskcd  to  prove  the  lawfulness  of  the  election  and  ordination  of  your 
98  at  Jamaica,  New  Town,  Oyster  Bay  and  Success  In  the  year  1743. 
'cond  place.  It  Is  charged  against  you,  that  you  have  endeaTored  to 
caching  by  your  brother,  maintaining,  that,  as  It  was  done,  It  was 
ind  Scriptural  according  to  Acts,  13;  1-3.  Also  that  you  hare  de- 
3  will  not  be  Judged  In  regard  to  his  preaching  by  the  old  ministers, 
ould  go  with  him  before  God's  tribunal,  where  you  would  be  Justified, 
emned. 

have  also  said  that  nobody  could  go  to  the  Lord's  Table  unless  he 
r  his  salvation  or  regeneration,  and  that  our  old  ministers  only  daub 
"ed  mortar. 

It  of  the  ministers  here  are  unregenerate  (lit.  natural)  teachers,  and 
ictly  declared  that  Domlne  Antonldes  has  preached  many  people  Into 
Domlne  Freeman  was  already  burning  In  hell. 
>eopIe  also  testify  as  follows: 

mine  Goetschlus  has  been  requested  by  the  lawful  elders,  to  ofBclato 
ily  as  candidate,  and  that  they  would  then  attend;  but  that  you  re* 
that  you  could  only  preach  as  a  regular  minister,  for  you  had  taken 

you,  and  had  sworn  to  fulfill  It. 
80  testify,  that  they  have  never  refused  to  serve  the  congregation 

?y  have  never  neglected  anything,  unless  In  conformity  to  the  dec!- 
immlttee. 

also  please  to  explain  your  meaning,  concerning  the  contents  of 
Jan  Brlnkerhof,  of  Feb.  4,  1742/8,  In  which  you  reprove  him  for  his 
to  his  father  of  a  conversation  between  you  and  said  Jan  Brlnker- 
r  offer,  etc.,  to  be  called  to  Fishklll. 

explain  your  letter  to  the  Committee  of  May  7,  1743,  wherein  In  a 
manner,  you  appear  to  defend  the  lawfulness  of  your  action  against 
the  Committee. 
le  of  the  Committee. 

Your  well-wishing  servants  in  Christ  Jesus, 

O.  du  Bols 
Joh.  Arondeus. 

CoNCEBNiNo  Ceetain  TJttebances  of  Key.  J.  H. 
Gk)ETSCHiu8.    Dec.  27,  1746. 
No.  7. 
ly  of   Cornelius   van  Wyck,   Hanna,   his  wife,    and 
J  daughter,  against  Domlne  J.  H.  Goetschius.     A  true 

owing  discourse  was  held  by  Domine  Goetschius  in 

C  Bee  ADBwen  under  date  of  Jan.  10,  1740.) 
/#  here  McctdenUlly  omitted  In  the  transcript.    ^e«  \t  \m\o^. 
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our  presence,  when  he  was  at  Fishkill  the  last  time.    lb.  Gkwk' 

schius  was  speaking  to  us  about  the  scarcity  of  miniflten  in  da 

country.     He  said  he  would  soon  change  all  that,  referring  to 

his  own  students,  who  would  increase  the  number  of  mhiirtflni 

as  was  sufficiently  evident  from  his  way  of  spea!king.     He  furtber 

said,  that  the  majority  of  the  ministers  here  were  tmr^enente 

(lit.  natural)  men,  and  they  were  the  principal  obstade,  why  there 

were  no  more  ministers  here,  and  why  they  were  growing  no 

more  zealous.     Mr.  Goctschius  also  said  in  express  words,  tbt 

Domine  Anthonides  had  already  preached  many  people  to  hcH 

and  that  Domine  Freeman  himself  was  burning  in  helL    My 

wife,  who  also  signs  this,  rebuked  him  earnestly,  and  then  be 

became  silent.     This  we   ourselves  heard  from   Domine  Qoel- 

schius,  and  testify  it  to  be  the  real  truth. 

Cornelius  van  Wy^ 

her 

Hanna  x  van  Wyck 

mark 

Pheben  van  Wyck 

Visskill,  Dec.  27,  Anno  1745. 

These  three  persons  testify  on  the  Holy  Gospel,  that  the  tl»w 

is  the  truth.     Before  me, 

Jan  Brinckerhoff,  Jusdee. 

The  Moravians. 

1745.  The  Moravian  leaders,  viz.,  Spangenberg,  ZelBberger,  ScheboMh  tai  Om 
rad  Weiser,  ylsit  Onondaga,  to  renew  the  CoTenant  imde  bj  ZlBBeadorf  with  tht 
IroquolB. —  Hamilton's  Moravians,  463. 

[1745.    Swedenborg'B  '*  De  Cultn  et  Amore  Dei  '*  pabllBheC] 

Answer,  Jan.  10,  1746,  of  Rev.  J.  H.  GIobtsohiub  to  thr  Com- 
mittee's Communication  of  Deo.  27,  1745.  (Compare  tbc 
Questions  and  Answers,  as  numbered.) 

To  the  Ist.  I  Informed  the  Rev.  CUumIs  of  the  manner  of  that  elcctiM  df 
Conalatorj)  about  eighteen  months  ago. 

2.    In  the  same  letter  I  also  answered  that  matter  to  the  Rev.  Claasts. 

8.  (1)  I  never  felt  nor  taught  thus,  I  have,  however,  said,  that  one  dioitf 
have  the  (Christian)  experience,  before  daring  to  step  up  (to  tbe  Table)  witk  boit- 
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I    €2}  I  hare  ii«Ter  definitely  ipoken  about  the  old  mlnlstera,  but  hare  said  in 
termi,  that  there  are  some  teachers,  who  have  done  so;  (daubed  with  na- 


■"■^••"•d  mortar). 

'^  CX)  I  admit  that  there  maj  be  among  the  ministers  here  some,  who  are  na- 
ftcate.  (2)  I  know  nothing  of  such  abominable  talk  (as  that  alluded  to),  I  can 
Up  many  honest  people,  who  liSTe  heard  me  say  Just  the  contrary.  I  bellevt 
l4  liave  the  best  feelings  for  our  ministers,  especially  for  domlne  Freeman. 
^.^"  CX>  Yes;  after  they  had  for  a  long  time  refused  to  serve,  and  had  remained 
^"^*y    from  their  places;  and  before  the  Etev.  Classis  had  ratified  the  Committee's 


^^         -^;  but  not  after  that  was  the  offer  refused.     I  administered  the  sacramente 

—  -  ^^1     the  Rer.   Classis  declared  that  my  omitting  to  do  this,   would  not  be  con- 

a  reproach,  or  a  neglect  of  duty.     The  facts  did  not  Justify  them  in  re- 

ng  away  from  their  places.     (2)  I  have  abundant  evidence  that  they  refused 

^K^e.    (3)  As  to  their  closing  the  church  taking  away  the  Bible  and  other  books 

^    the  church  and  pulpit,  and  refusing  to  return  them,  when  requested;  also 

^Ing  or  neglecting  to  serve:  this  terrible  accusation  agrees  with  the  decision 

"^^^  Committee. 

^-   The   Rev.   Committee  therein   desires   to   Investigate   matters   which   special 
fls  spoke  of  and  wrote  about,  privately,  three  years  ago,  and  that  sixty  miles 
^^  where  I  was  living. 

*•   I  leave  the  actions  of  the  Rev.  Committee  to  be  Judged  elsewhere;  and  If, 

^•tlmes,  under  unfriendly  treatment,  I  answered  in  an  unkindly  manner,  I  am 

for  it;  and  I  desire  that  everything  may  go  oa  in  a  more  friendly  spirit,  on 

%lde«. 

J.  H.  Qoetschiua. 
^%iiiaica,  January  10,  1745/<L 

^Ohw  Henry  Qoetschius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Jantj- 

ARY  10,  1746.     (Extracts,  xxiii.  35,  36.) 

Very  Reverend  Gentlemen.  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ  Jesus: —  Fearing  that 
^^r  last  letters  may  have  miscarried,  I  take  the  liberty  to  send  your  Reverences 
M>  tblB  favorable  opportunity  copies  thereof,  with  other  papers  gathered  since, 
^tilcli  will  further  elucidate. 

Within  the  cover  the  enclosed  papers  were  mentioned:  1.  A  letter  from  me  to 
^t^e  Rev.  Classis.  2.  My  seven  articles  to  the  Rev.  Classis.  3.  The  elders'  petition 
^tk  the  Rev.  Classis.  4.  The  first  letter  from  the  Committee.  5.  My  answer  thereto. 
^  The  second  letter  from  the  Committee  with  my  answer.  7.  The  declaration  of 
%lie  elders  under  oath  concerning  the  charge  by  the  woman.  8.  An  affidavit  by  my 
^n^Ilsh  neighbors.  &.  The  affidavit  of  the  woman,  sworn  against  me  before  Abr. 
^Olhemlus, —  with  a  letter  to  Mr.  Btokkers. 

i   Tim  First  Paper, 

Very    Reverend   Gentlemen:    Your  Reverences,    In   your  letter  of  the  20th   of 

^iorember  1744,  received  a  year  later,  have  been  pleased  to  allow  me  the  honor  of 

VLns'werIng  my  accusers   before  your   illustrious   Assembly;    and   In   order   not   to 

trouble  you  too  much,  I  shall  make  satisfactory  answer  to  their  charges  herewith: 

▲.  As  to  the  charges  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.   Du  Bols,   Arondeus,  Antonldes,  etc., 

about  my  disobedience  to  ecclesiastical  orders: 

I  answer:  The  gentlemen  knew  my  ready  willingness  to  subordinate  myself  to 
the  Rev.  Classis;  my  acknowledgement  of  the  irregularity  of  my  onliuiition;  my 
ceasing  to  administer  the  sacraments;  my  inviting  Into  the  house  ex-elders  as  well 
aa  present  members;  my  regrets  over  all  occasions  of  difference  with  me.  All  tho^e 
Blatters  were  written  by  me  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  in  the  letters  of  April  12  and  May 
14.  174i,  and  liave  been  observed  until  the  present  time.  In  the  same  letters  to 
the  fter.  Olassls  I  made  my  declarations  most  sincerely.    I  am  still  of  the  sama 
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mind,  and  pray  fbr  God's  lake,  that  the  Rey.  Classls  will  be  plMwed,  to  aeeeft  thai 
sincere  declarations  of  mine,  as  promises  kept  hitherto,  and  to  treat  me  aeeordlBcli. 
But  that  the  dlsfaror  of  these  gentlemen  struck  a  blow  at  me,  (which  I  regnt 
Tery  much),  I  could  show  by  many  proofs.  If  I  desired  to  tronhle  the  Btv. 
ClaHsls,  but  I  win  be  silent.  I  will  only  say,  howerer.  that  I  mast  la  lorrov 
complain  that  Domlne  Acondeus  In  social  circles  utters  many  things  to  aiy  !•• 
preach  and  dlsadyautage,  but  also  comes  Into  my  congregation,  and  with  othtt 
insults,  preaches  In  my  church  for  the  disaffected,  although  I  have  la  a  aoit 
humble  manner,  objected  to  it.  Then,  also,  the  members  of  the  Committee  tnm 
Kings  Connty  are  all  my  opponents;  for  In  that  County  also,  the  tronbles  abost 
my  case  have  taken  root,  as  well  as  In  our  own  county  (Queens).  And  Rev.  Vz. 
Du  Bols,  whom  I  highly  respect.  Is  so  old,  that  I  greatly  fear,  without  ImpatUf 
anything  dishonorable  to  this  Rev.  father  In  Christ,  that  the  others  exert  tn 
great  an  Influence  over  him.  When  I  learned  that  they  had  been  authorised  tt 
examine  Into  the  charges  against  me,  I,  and  many  loyers  of  peace  la  my  coDgRsi' 
tlon,  were  nHich  grieved.  How  those  gentlemen  hare  used  their  power  the  Ber. 
Classis  may  learn  by  the  two  open  letters,  which  their  Rererences  hare  mc 
me,  open,  so  that  everybody  conld  read  them.  No  pen  can  describe  what  u 
amount  of  uproar  and  trouble  that  circumstance  caused.  I  pray,  for  the  nke 
of  the  compassion  of  the  pitying  Jesus,  that  the  Rev.  Claasls  will  take  sott  of 
this;  and.  If  you  are  not  yet  satisfied  with  my  answer  to  the  charges,  do  sot  MOd 
me  anything  more  by  the  hands  of  those  gentlemen.  Rather  give  It  in  ehaife  if 
others,  either  all  ministers  of  this  country,  or  the  English  Classis  of  the  Pm- 
byterlan  Church  at  New  York;  so  that,  for  once,  I  may  be  delivered  froa  tUi 
miserable  life,  worse  than  death  Itself:  for  my  enemies  care  but  little  hov  thtf 
charge  me,  or  what  they  charge  me  with. 

B.  Concerning  the  draft  of  the  charges,  signed  by  some  common  members  s(  tht 
congregation: 

1.  That  I  had  spoken  harshly  and  unbecomingly  of  my  fellow-laboren. —  Amstr: 
If  I  have  ever  said  or  done  anything  Improper  about  my  Rev.  fellow-IaboivnL  I 
sincerely  regret  It.  Herewith  I  give  the  assurance,  that  their  Reverences  ihsD 
hare  nothing  else  hereafter  to  expect  from  me  than  that  proper  deference  v!i!<^ 
Is  due  to  all  servants  of  Christ, 

2.  That  I  ondeavored  to  slander  Domlne  Arondeus  by  reading  a  letter. — Awwer: 
Ar  this  gentleman  invaded  Domino  Frlolinghuyson's  congregation  at  Rjiritj3.  tbe 
Consistory  there  decided,  to  prepare  charges  against  him  to  his  own  Con.«l«torT  by 
letter.  The  writer,  not  knowing  whether  It  had  already  been  forwarJed.  »Dt 
Die  also  a  copy  by  a  friend.  Being  asked  about  It  by  Intimate  frlond«.  #li')w*J 
It  to  them  In  private,  not  knowing  but  that  Domlne  Arondeus  already  koev  of 
It.  I  beard  afterwards,  that  the  (Consistory  of  Raritan  had  changed  their  pltn.  I 
then  recalled  it  from  the  men  who  knew  about  It.  If  Domlne  Arondeus  Is  offrsded 
at  this,   I   regret  it. 

3.  The  unchaste  behavior  In  words  and  actions  testified  to  by  Justice  of  itf 
Pea<'e  Polhemlus. — Answer:  The  Rev.  Classis  will  please  to  examine  the  p«;*r 
enclosed,  and  consider  all  the  circumstances.  Justice  Polhemlus  and  the  wtolf 
family  on  the  woman's  side  of  the  house,  hate  me  most  bitterly  of  all.  Acvori 
In^  to  their  own  statements,  two  years  and  some  months  passed  betwefD  *t* 
time  when  it  happened  and  the  publication  of  it.  During  all  that  tlm^  *-- 
woman  attended  the  catechizing  class  before  me,  held  other  children  for  bii'!l«x. 
had  her  own  child  baptized  by  me,  always  came  to  church.  Invited  me  to  \t-fT 
house,  her  parents  received  the  sacrament  at  my  hands,  accepted  p<>iitioa  if 
elders,  and  have  always  been  good  friends,  etc. —  I  testify  before  Him.  wb-) 
knows  all  hearts,  and  before  your  Rev.  Assem!»ly,  that  I  have  never  knowing  j 
and  Intentionally,  either  by  words  or  actions,  attempted  to  be  unf-haste:  sad  :f 
ever  the  least  cause  and  inducement  for  this  charge  has  been  piven  by  me  us- 
wittlnply  then  I  sincerely  regret  it,  an<l  shall  in  future  be  more  careful  at»out  l!. 

Finally,  1  pray  the  Very  Rev.  Classis  in  humble  submission,  for  the  sake  of  li- 
men'Iful  Oul,  to  make  an  end  of  my  misery;  that  my  poor  gifts  may  be  BW'i 
for  the  benefit  of  our  New  Netherland  Zlon:  and  that  the  dear  sheep  entfHstfl 
to  me,  now  for  some  years  expelled  from  the  church  and  missing  their  tt^n- 
mental   prlvUegea,  ma.?   a.i^\Ti  X^«  ^«x\i^x^^  ^xA  ^%«A«ifuUy  pastured,   before  tht; 
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!>•  wholly  destroyed.     For  lacli  benefit  we  will  then  gratefully  acknowledge  the 
Verj  Rer.  Claasls  as  the  Instrument,  and  God  as  the  author  of  the  work. 

Very  Rev.  Gentlemen,  Fathers  and  Brethren  feeling  myself  too  unworthy  to 
cftU  myself  your  brother,  I  sign  myself  your  most  humble  servant* 

John  Henry  Qoetschius,  Y.  D.  M. 

Queens  County,  Jan.  10,  1745/6.* 

To-day,  the  13th  of  January  1745/6,  this  letter  haying  been  read  to  us,  wt 
approve  and  confirm  it  as  officers  of  the  congregation  and  of  the  community. 

Andreas  Onderdonk,  Justice  of  the  Peace* 
Elbert  Hogelandt,  Hendrick  Hendricksen,  Deacons. 
Abraham   Lott,   Johannes   Colver,   Jurian   Reyder,    Pleter  Montfoort,   Jean    van 
Aersdalen,  Jean  van  de  Blldt,  Abrm.  Brlnkerhof,  Jacobus  Montfoort,  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  Bernhardus  van  Sandt,  William  Hogelandt,  Isaac  Hendricksen. 

n.  The  Secqnd  Paper.     (Extracts,  xxiii.  37.) 

Keverend  Assembly  of  the  Classls: 

In  submission  to  all  good  ecclesiastical  ordinances,  I  find  myself  compelled,  to 
offer  the  following: 

1.  I  confess,  that  my  ordination  by  Domine  Dorslus  does  not  agree  with  the 
rules  of  the  Dutch  Church. 

2.  I  consider  myself  seriously  obliged  humbly  to  ask  the  Very  Rev.  Classls  of 
Amsterdam,  with  all  submission,  for  a  correction  of  my  ordination.  I  heartily 
desire  meekly  to  submit  to  the  Classls  in  all  cases. 

3.  I  promise  not  to  express  any  opinions  nor  teach,  either  openly  or  in  private 
anything  except  what  the  renowned  Synod  of  Dortrecht,  1618-19,  approved. 

4.  I  confess  my  sorrow  for  everything  that  I  have  improperly  done  against  oflSces 
or  persons,  and  shall  always  recognize  the  discipline  of  the  Rev.  Classls. 

5.  In  proof  of  my  submission  to  the  Rev.  Classls,  I  have,  at  their  request,  not 
administered  the  sacraments  since  April  9,  1744. 

e.  I  have  ever  since  April  9,  1744,  often,  publicly  and  privately,  admonished  the 
delinquent  members  of  the  Consistory  to  pence,  and  have  submitted  to  them 
Articles  of  Peace,  to  wit:  Whether  they  would  come  and  sit  with  the  other  mem- 
bers; or  whether  they  wished  half  of  each  party  to  resign;  or  whether  they  wanted 
an  enttrely  new  Consistory  elected;  or  whether  they  could  be  induced  to  allow 
tliose  now  in  office  to  agree  to  leave  all  places  to  them;  or  by  whatsoever  other 
means  the  two  parties  might  be  made  harmonious.  I  showed  myself  entirely 
willing  to  any  of  these  plans,  and  am  so  still. 

7.  I  willingly  and  sincerely  submit  to  all  the  Rules  of  the  Church  and  shall  care- 
folly  observe  them. 

AH  this,  and  whatever  else  the  Rev.  Clnssis  may  demand  of  me  which  agrees 
with  the  Gospel  and  Church  Rules,  (and  I  cannot  believe,  the  Rev.  Classls  would 
aak  anything  else),  I  promise  herewith  most  readily  to  do,  and  give  as  assurance 
my  honest  signature,  before  witnesses. 

Johannes  Henrlcus  Goetschlus, 

from  Zurich,   Switzerland. 
Signed  before  us,  Abrm.   Lott,   Elder. 

Jacobus  Montfoort,  Elder  and  Justice  of  the  Peace 
Andreas  Onderdonk,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
Johanes  Colver,  Elder. 


m.  The  Third  Paper.     (Extracts,  xxiii.  37.) 

Keverend  Gentlemen,   Respected  Assembly: 

We  are  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  taking  such  a  fatherly  Interest  In  oup 
matters.  We  humbly  request  your  Ileverences  to  help  us  once  again  out  of  our 
wretched  condition.  Our  opponents  feel  no  shame  in  making  us  roast  In  this  fire 
of  unfounded  accusations.     Their  whole  intention  seems  to  be,   to  deprive  us,  if 


^  See  a  Postscript,  omitted  here,  at  the  end  of  this  package  of  papers. 
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t  of  tk*  cythfll]  terrlct  of  the  Goipel.   eren   to  the  depflnUaa  at  Ut 

'•  nmdir  the  Ooipel  icrflce  rrullleii.     NererUiet?n.  tbcj.  u  oill  u 

I  nndn  thi    Bime  obllcntlans  lo   lubor   tor   the    neltan  biU  at  Hi 

MMCrcgatlOtt  awl  at  tk*  leacbpr.  to   irtiom    both' they    and    we  an  boBiid  bf  as 

MgaUDM*.    Bsrand  nLtbers  and  Bretbreo.  toe  Jtsus'  sake  take  pity  oa  m   ■■  i 

not  *«t)IlT»>a  !■  tUs  dlttant  country  o(  aor  (hppherd,  erea  tboo^  Ike  dlMUkAl  I 

INOld  bt  Uad  to  MO  tllla  accumpllBbed.  I 

Wo  dne«nl7  tMUtr  f^ooccrnlni  b!m  tbut   be   has    lii?hHTi-d   hlmt^r  im^  H  j 

ptnytriy  and  plonalr,  and   that  ire  have  nerer  bad  an?   cause   to  complalB  iCMl' 

eoMAnet.    Aa  Ma  nelghbara.  we  know  lilm  better  and  more  Intimattlr  ihaa  ibac  i 

wtio  hata  Um,  a>4  vho  are  bua;.  dsr  hdiI  nl^bt  in  rob   him  of  hM  enrf  aaai 

Fnm  ttO  iMgllUllBS  BDtll  uow  we  hare  aem  Lnd  occaalan.   til  rcprore  kiai  tM  UT    ' 

•One*  In  U«  toaeUu  or  llle.  altbauKh  he  la  not  free  from   taoJia  nai  bkm  I^   i 

Mbar  paoplo.    BTtn  tlionsb  nt  stood  betore  Ood'a  tribuaal,  ire  cotild  gtrt  m  eOe 


laili  aboold  tbaronsbl;  oadentand  th«  aaaa 
r  our  minister  Willi  so  taanr  charxn  aol  s 
■ceaBBt  of  whom  wt  must  bd  mlserabir  be  dcpilrcJ  of  the  pdviiegts  at  U*tt 
^nrch.  The  Lara  aeea  (nd  win  Jud^e.  if  tbo  Lord  bicsaes  ds  with  cUlitiT*.  lbs 
wo  B«at  olfkcr  learo  tkam  unbaptlEed.  aa  so  manf  Quaken  aad  Anatiapiliti  «ab 
onr  m^bothood,  amoai  whom  we  IItf:  or  we  mcs..  tniTel  thlrt;  oltM  to  *  ■li' 
later  Wko  pablteir  hu  irolded  ua  aa  bcrctlo,  and  where  a  large  ponloe  tf  IW 
ConcragatlOB  do  not  agne  toKether:  end  we  mai^I  rerjueBt  of  hitn  laatrti^M  at 
tk»  adnilplatratlOB  ot  the  aacraoKrDt.  It  la  true  tbnt  tbpre  aome  of  the  d^iaile 
fled  bllBf  that  mlillater  to  the  charch  in  our  Conntj:  but  for  coDednn  mtK 
WO  connot  la  behalf  ot  our  children  recogulac  such   uuec^lealnailral   IstniAe  K 


prar    the  Ber,    Classla   ti 
r  grow  out  of  it.     Bring 

VtaariU  baa  alwaja  axnttd  for  the  cougregEiIluns  In  thla  conntrr.  OiharwlM.  Ul 
TOIT  rclDctanti;.  we  ahall  be  forced  to  attempt  to  obtala  tbeae  eoda  tnm  ■! 
fresbrterUn  Coetna.    That  bodj  trie*  lo  keep  gnod  order  within  tbelr  JurttacdK. 

Thna  may  Ood'a  word  Jie  again  pleached  among  us.  the  ucramcnti  admlBliiTtA 
aad  ereiTthltig  go  on  In  love  and  hacmonr.  To  Bccompllah  tbia  we  ihilt  a<!i  iD 
'•Dt  power  and  Influence. 

Konr  ICeterencea  reapectlul  and  willing  Eldera,  of  the  Coogre^tiooa  la  Qbnm 

Signed  In  their  nanie. 

Abrabam   Lott,  nc^  aa  akata 

IV,  V,  VII  &  IS.  Th«  Foubth  Papkb  with  No.  5,  7  1 1 
(Extracts,  xxiii,  38,  39.)  Full  answer  to  tho  charges  Htndei 
in  to  the  Committee.  ' 

V.  Thb  Fifth  Paper,      (xxiii.  39.) 

BcTerend  QeDtlemen:    Whereaa  ihe  prltllege  ot  aniwerlog  to  the  chargea  )(ihil 
ne  baa  been  granted  to  me.  I   take  the  liberty,   nitb  all  ■ubmt^HcD,   to  Tladklll 
nraelt  In  tbe  fallowing  maimer:    la  auawer  to  your  loiter  of  Nocembet  28.  ITA 
According  to  promtae,   we  Inform  you  of  Ihe  following:     |IV.) 
Auawer;     Adrian   Undecdeok   and    Coroellua   Beyers*   were.    *t    (be  be^nalif  il 
my  aerrlce  here,  rary  good   frk-.Js  of  mine,    Reyerse  once  made  th'      ' 
that  a   certain  claae  ot  people  in   the  coDEregationa.   who  were  despised  by  «■ 
but  who  greatly  attracted   me,   occupied   too  muck  ot  any  attention.     Bl*  *t 
tloB  to  tbia,  gave  me  eccaalon  to  reproTe  him.     After  a  couple  ot  yean  we  a 
nntaal  promlaea  not  to  take  amlH   any  freedom  of  speedi.     A  confeteDr* 
had  on  thta  matUi,  U  «\iVt:ti,  \t>  cood  natured  banter,   I   tell   tron  Ua  gr 
ftnt   Adrian  0&&«^in]l  u&  ^Aa  U.taVli   w«n  tfieuK&  Vi  ^liaaUi  triesdly  U 
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People  spoke  ■comfBlIf  of  me;  and  lometlmes,   by  mj  iharp  eniwer  to  him, 
(fteyerse),  the  gentlemen's  disfavor  was  turned  into  poaiUye  bate.    Once,  when  I 
ves  mdelf  accosted  on  the  road,  about  my  using  scriptural  rebukes  and  warn- 
ings.   In   which  he  thought  that  he  was  called  an  unregenerate  man,   I  was,  in 
expreiH  terms,  threatened  with  yengeance.     Soon  a  rumor  was  whispered  abroad 
aboat  Reyerse's  daughter.    Ifj  Consistory  considered  it  advisable  to  examine  into 
th*  matter.    Four  elders  and  two  Justices  took  me  on  the  1st  of  December,  1743, 
to  tbe  woman's  house,  in  order  to  question  her  closely.    She  cleared  me  of  every- 
ttatnc,  as  the  investigators  circumstantially  testified  under  oath  before  the  whole 
Consistory.     But  Reyerse,   scenting  danger,  takes   Mr.    Polhemius,    my  bitterest 
enemj,  ftom  another  village  ten  miles  off.     He  passes  by  many  other  impartial 
Justices  of  the  peace.     They  employ  the  next  day  in  cross-examining  the  slmple- 
■Blnded  woman,  and  without  informing  me  of  it,  they  forced  from  her  an  affidavit 
spilnst  me.    (See  under  date  of  Dec.  2,  1743.    This  is  No.  IX.) 

Tills  was  spread  triumphantly,  in  copies,  all  over  the  country.  This  com- 
pelled me  to  read  before  the  congregation  the  declaration  of  the  Consistory.  But 
ss  our  English  neighbors  scorned  the  affidavit  as  well  as  its  advocates,  the  mat- 
ter was  secretly  circulated.  Hence  it  could  not  long  be  kept  from  the  knowledge 
of  the  Rev.  Classls.  Therefore,  now,  when  proofs  and  defence  are  demanded,  the 
wliole  Blatter  Is  stirred  up  again. 

If  we  consider  the  orthography,  the  style,  the  connection,  the  punctuation  and 
whole  composition,  everything  betrays  the  skill  of  Mr.  Polhemius;  and  when 
persona  are  also  ridden  by  the  devil  of  faction,  we  need  not  wonder  that 
fke7  make  such  a  racket.  The  question  indeed  arises,  whether  he  herein  acted 
ss  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  as  an  ignorant  and  malevolent  enemy,  to  take  away 
s  selghbor's  good  name?  —  Please  to  consider  also  that  the  woman,  besides  deny- 
ing tlM  whole  matter  (to  the  Consistory),  swears  to  words  and  movements  occur- 
ilBg  two  years  and  some  months  before  her  affidavit.  Now,  where  is  there  a 
hmnsn  memory  which  can  so  positively  declare  such  old  things  under  oath; 
also  that  I  had  met  her  husband  at  my  own  door?  She  only  could  have  guessed  at 
that,  yet  she  swears  positively  to  it  as  well  as  to  the  other. —  She  does  not 
nresr  that,  then  or  now,  she  took  it  for  an  intention;  for  then  I  could  have  caught 
ker  legally.  She,  Indeed,  limits  the  time  to  the  five  months  when  I  lived  at  the 
heck.  Who  is  there  that  could  not  be  vilified  If,  after  neighborly  Intercourse  of 
Are  months,  words  and  gestures  are  evilly  combined,  leaving  out  other  circum- 
stances. The  woman  never  complained  to  either  church  or  state,  although  the 
Committee  held  three  sessions,  December  0,  1742,  February  14  and  April  25, 
1741^  before  she  took  the  affidavit. 

It  is  tme  that  I  have  enjoyed  fellowship  with  the  families  as  neighbors  and 

Intimate  firlends,  like  a  child  of  the  house.     Sometimes  a  word  has  been  said,  or 

s  nod  gives,  in  joke.    I  have  sometimes  played  with  the  little  child  of  that  woman, 

and  thrown  it  Into  its  mother's  lap.    If  by  that,  I  have  given  anybody  cause  for 

suspecting  evil,  I  sincerely  regret  it,  and  it  shall  serve  me  as  a  warning  for  the 

fbtore.—  But  I  testify  before  the  All-knowing  God,  and  with  a  clear  conscience, 

fhat  with  soch  familiarities.     I  never  intended  anything  wrong.— If  I   were  not 

afraid  of  offending  chaste  ears  and  hearts,   I  could  say  a  great  deal  about  the 

forged   utterances   which   smell   much  more  of  those  persons   who   impute   them 

to   me   (than   of   me).    The   Lord    knows   that    I   have   always   abominated   such 

expressions. 

Please  also  to  consider  the  irreconcilable  hate  of  both  Reyerse  and  the  Justice. 
Consider  the  silence  of  the  woman  and  her  parents  for  more  than  two  years, 
dsrlsg  which  time  she  has  been  cathechised  by  me,  has  listened  to  my  preaching;, 
Mas  offered  her  own  child  for  baptism,  and  held  other  children  at  the  font;  has 
often  invited  me  to  her  house,  and  visited  at  my  house.  Consider  that  her  par- 
ents hare  partaken  of  the  communion,  her  father  has  accepted  the  office  of 
elder,  and  served  in  It  during  the  whole  term  without  ever  speaking  to  me  of  these 
tklngs,  yet  they  all  pretend  to  have  known  them.  But  hns  not  her  father  Instl- 
all  this,  and  compelled  her  (to  sign  such  an  affidavit)  according  to  her  own 


Howerer,  what  need  I  do  more,  than  give  her  own  words  in  the  declaration 
befsve  the  above  mentioned  Consistory  meeting,  where  the  taVd*.  (.xx\\\.  W.> 
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Yll.    Queens  Coanty,  January  13,  1745/6.    Before  me,  Andreas  Oadcrtoak,  «i 
of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  aforesaid,  appcsR4  Ik 
following  perttons,  to  wit:    Jacobus  Montfoort,   Johanes  CoWcrt,  Berahardat  m 
Bandt,  Abraham  Lott  and  Johannes  ran  Aerdsdalen,   members  o(  the  Coaditar. 
who  being  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Gospel  of  Almighty   God,  decUxe  u  fd- 
lows:    Whereas  there  has  been  some  talk  that  Domlne  J.   H.  Qoctsehtss  tziti  ti 
make  the  wife  of  Isaac  Onderdonk  commit  adultery,  they  had  ooMTened  Ut  tk 
purpose  of  dlscoyerlng  the  truth,  on  the  1st  of  December  174S.  at  the  bosN  iC 
Isaac  Onderdonk  and  his  wife  Anltje.     In  presence  of  Domlne  J.  H.  OoetsekfaSL 
they  asked  In  God's  name,   whether   Domlne  Goetschlus   had  offered  to  conalt 
adultery  with  her.     Said  woman  denied  this.    One  of  the  company,  a  Joidct  4 
the   Peace,   further  asked,    whether   Domlne  Goetschlus   had    taken  hold  of  ha 
Improperly,  or  had  attempted  to  do  so,  or  had  made  signs  from  which  the  mil 
Infer  such  a  thing;  to  which  she  answered,  that  he  had  not.     Being  farther  qan- 
tloned,  as  to  where  the  talk  had  started  from,  she  said,  she  did  not  know,  aai 
that  she  had  never  said  anything  on  the  subject.    This  they  nnanlmoasly  testify. 

Abraham   Lott,  Jean  van  Aerdsdalen,  Johanes  Colvert,   Bemhardns  tsb  StBd*^ 
Jacobus  Montfoort,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Sworn  before  me,  Andreas  Onderdonk,  J.  P. 

Does  not  all  this  give  sufficient  proof  that,  not  onlj  the  contents  of  tke 
woman's  affidavit  are  without  foundation,  but  also  that  she  has  sworn  aftiHt 
her  own  nature  and  conscience.  I  will  not  say  anything  about  the  care  takes.  !b 
the  affidavit,  not  to  say  anything  which  might  be  punishable  nnder  dvU  Uv.  w 
that  they  could  not  be  caught  that  way.  And  well  knowing,  that  an  otth  Is 
stronger  than  a  mere  statement,  the  woman  had  to  take  oath;  so  that  the 
calumny  of  these  people  might  have  a  good  ring.  O  Ood,  thy  holy  Baine.  m 
precious,  must  cover  malignity  of  these  people. 

As  to  the  explanation  of  certain  things,  (as  requested  by  Committee,  KoTeaber 
28,  1745.) 

That  Polhemlus  appeared  before  the  Committee  with  Antje.  Further  ex;li- 
Dution  has  been  given  us  by  AntJe  Onderdonk  herself  and  Justice  Abrahui 
Polhemlus. 

Answer:    Because  the  malcontents  had  made  their  complaint  to  the  Rer.  Cls««li. 

and   therefore,   they   were  required   to   prove   it   by    regular  erld^^'w. 

accordiujT  to  the  demand  of  Rev.  Classis. 
We   have   further   been    Informed    why   the    affidavit   was    not    made  sooner,  to 
Wit,  etc. 

Answer:    I    gather    from    this    that    Adrian    Onderdonk    Is    put    forward  ti  tb« 

cause  of  the  silence.     He'll  however  prove  that  to  be  unfounded. 
But  when  rumors  of  what  had  passed  began  to  spread,  etc. 
Answer:    This.    I   understand   to  be  that   the  readinf?  of   the   Rtatemeat  lof  ocy 

elders)  was  the  cause  of  the  affidavit.     On  the  1st  of  De<'omb^r  IT43 

the  examining  elders  and  Justices  made  a  statement:  on  the  2i)4  o! 

December  the  woman  made  her  affidavit;  nothing  had  anywbrre  N^c 

read   between    these   two   days:    but   the   affidavit    causeil    the  rt^ad;n; 

(of  my  eld<»r8'  statement)  before  some  of  the  congregation  lof  wbl  b. 

however,  I  have  not  sufficient  proof);  just  as  the  dissatisfied  read  tte 

atlldavlt  in   their  prayer-meetings. 
Then  the  father  of  AntJe  Onderdonk,   Cornelius  Reyerse,   compelled   her.  etc 
Answer:    I    readily    believe    that;    for    otherwise    the    woman    would    not  tav 

known  anything  bad.     Consequently   It  Is  all   the   result  of  Com^:i.> 

Keyerse's  rage. 
For   her  own   reputation,   etc. 
Answer:    In    there    any    reputation    In    a    matter,    when    people   to-day   say  noe 

thinif,  and  to-morrow  another.     Apparently  the  woman  tried  to  obtiia 

character  by  her  affidavit:   but  I  fear  that  by  the  same,  the  lost  It, 

{\,  e.  c\i«iT«Le\.et  lOT  \xw\\xtM\\ieaaV 
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As  to  her  honett  and  well  known  ylrtaoos  beluiTior,  etc. 

Answer:  If  the  more  than  twenty  dissatisfied  complainants  were  so  unwise 
that  they  testified  to  the  proper  and  well-known  character  of  the 
woman,  they  hare  had  all  this  trouble  for  nothing;  for  this  whole 
business  examined  on  Its  merits,  presents  against  the  woman  her  own 
testimony. 

Besides  this  Minne  Schenk  testified,  etc. 

Answer:  I  hope  no  mischief  was  done  to  the  Rot.  Classls  by  these  malidoaa 
suggestions.  If  I  had  been  guilty  of  such  talk,  I  would  be  yery  much 
ashamed  of  myself,  and  greatly  grieved.  My  personal  denial,  actually 
delirered  to  the  Rer.  Classls  in  writing,  completely  contradicts  this 
man.  If  he  iored  the  Rey.  Classls  so  much,  he  ought  to  have  giyen 
the  names  of  the  witnesses,  the  time,  occasion  and  circumstances. 

It  Is  further  testified  by  Minne  Schenk  and  Gerrit  yan  Winkle,  etc. 

Answer:  If  I  referred  to  the  piety  of  members  of  the  Rey.  Classis  of  Schieland, 
I  did  not  deny  that  of  the  members  of  your  Rey.  Classls;  for  I  know 
the  members  of  both  Classis  to  be  faithful  senranta  of  Christ. 

That  all  who  remained  away  from  his  church,  etc. 

Anawer:  I  haye  no  remembrance  of  making  such  a  statement,  when  I  spoke 
of  the  necessity  of  repentance^  and  sorrow  for  wrong-doing,  and  of 
which  one  is  conyinced,  that  man  may  haye  understood  it  to  refer  to 
a  new  confession  for  the  communion.  But  those  who  haye  since  come 
back,  can  testify  the  contrary. 
It  !•  also  declared  by  Daniel  Derje,  etc. 

Answer:  This  gentleman  has  not  the  gift  of  repeating  a  thing  accurately.  I 
insisted  upon  it,  that  to  leaye  his  own  church  service  to  which  he  waa 
called  by  his  pastor,  and  to  organise,  against  his  (pastor's)  consent, 
another  meeting,  is  a  schism  of  the  church;  and  tends  to  the  dishonor 
of  God's  name  and  of  the  Reformed  Church;  but  where  a  service  by 
sermon  cannot  be  obtained,  I  considered  it  an  obligatory  duty  to  serve 
God,  by  reading  a  sermon  to  the  members  of  the  assembled  congre- 
gation, and  by  prayer. 
The  Committee  requests  of  your  Reverence  further  explanation,  etc. 
Anawer:  The  letter  then  read  was,  as  far  as  I  know,  no  lampoon;  neither  did 
I  read  It  before  the  door  of  the  church,  nor  publicly  anywhere;  nor 
can  It  be  proved,  that  I  vilified  Domine  Arondeus. 

VI.  The  second  letter,  of  December  27,  1746.  Besides  the  foregoing  we  have 
%lso,  etc.: 

1.  That  I  ahould  point  out  the  legality  of  the  election  and  ordination  of  the 
Consistory  at  Jamaica  In  1743. 

Answer:  I  have  already  Informed  the  Rev.  Classis  of  the  manner  of  that  elec- 
tion and  ordination,  in  a  letter  of  the  14th  of  May  1744. 

Z.  (1)    That  you  have  endeavored  to  defend  the  preaching  by  your  brother,  etc. 

Answer:  I  vindicated  my  brother's  preaching  in  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Classls 
of  April  12,  1744. 

(2j    And  that  you  will  not  be  judged,  etc. 

Answer:  If  I  have  anywhere  carelessly  sold  anything  to  the  dishonor  of  those 
gentlemen,  I  regret  It,  and  may  they  kindly  forgive  me.  How  pleas- 
ant things  would  be,  if  your  Reverences  would  close  your  ears,  for 
once,  to  such  malicious  suggestions,  and  not  listen  to  them  any  more. 

3.  (1)    That  nobody  could  go  to  the  Lord's  table,  but  etc. 

Answer:  This  Is  an  unbearable  and  malicious  perversion.  I  have  never  felt  nor 
taught  that;  but  rather  that  one  must  have  had  the  experience  of 
religion  before  daring  to  come  up  to  the  table  with  encouragement. 

(2)    That  the  old  pastors  only  whitewash. 

Answer:  I  have  never  said  that  of  the  old  ministers;  but  it  may  have  happened 
that  I  have  admitted  that  there  are  pastors  who  do  such  things. 

A  (1)    That  most  of  the  ministers  here  are  unregenerate  (natural)  teachers. 

Answer:  Possibly  I  may  have  said  that  among  the  pastors  here  there  are  some 
unregenerate  (natural)  ones. 
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nllHly  I 
t  of  blptllrll]  I 
•C  nrtiln  eldriB.  1>  true:  slto  that  I  aksde  ■  dlBtlnnlBB  btnna  tti 
pnMMoe  o(  ■  pastor  and  that  of  a  candidate.  Book  «ldcn  W 
fropased  tiicb  thiugi.  nfier  baTlns  rcfuMd  to  wtvf:  •omc.  atift  ihq 
kBd  r^miliiccl  awu]-  from  thpir  [lOsIs  for  a  cooslderabl*  IlB<:  *«« 
iMtMe  tile  Rev.  Commlllfe  had  girea  a  dsclEton  coDcetB)B(  ta*  •« 
iMt  Ot  tba  tincriiupDta.  It  la  true  that  1  cosilDned  la  admloLEM  Di 
JteaiDeDt  of  baptism,  nntll  Ibe  Her.  ClaBsIa  commuded  l«al  m 
mAialnlstratioii  of  the  aacniucBIs  ahould  be  auapeadpd.  IC  I  did  vm) 
In  tfalt,  tb«r  bud  DO  cauBE  ror  Ibat  rpason  lo  neglect  tbftt  dctln 
■teea  tbe  Ker.  Claaala  wraie  about  tbla.  In  tbelr  inter  ot  Ik«  IM 
ol  October.  1713.  ibej  bare  oever  agnlu  offered  to  Mrte:  ud  tu. 
WltlMtaDdlng  m;  repealed  riKiueslt^  ibej  have  refnaed.  1  bin  >K 
UvlBlaicred  Ibe  gacrameuts  ilace  April  1T<4.  Vihj  do  (btj  («^N 
aU  onr  peice-oHerlDca.  It  was  also  propoa^d  to  B««l0iir  Bchak 
Almliam  Moutfoort.  and  albcrs  tbat  I  would  omit  Ibe  aattaBou  tf 
would  again  lallbfun;  ceaumc  Ibeir  duties,  before  Ike  »«  (Uaa 
coDbrmcd:   but  Ibey  rrtua-^d. 

tcitlCy.  tbat  tber  bave  Deter  retuaed  to  aenre  Ibe  conptfadMi 
I  prove  b;  Kllntssca  that  Ibej  hare  refused  to  a«rTe. 
nerer  beglected  anytblne.  etc. 
I   Then    Ibe  cloElog  of  the  cburcb  agilnat    me.    tbe  rtfuaai  ud  Wflfct 
of  MttIue.  the  keeping  Iwck  of  the  ■alirj'.  the  rejeetloo  ot  itl  pntc- 
.    ,  ritla&i  for  peaoe,  tbe  laTltalton  oE  Arondeua  iDto  the  coogrccailaD,  On 

bnlble  Bccuiatlob  against  me,  tbe  Uking  away  at  tbe  Bible  dm  On 
pnlplt,  and  other  booka  from  tbe  cburcb.  and   Ibe  retiiwl  t«  mm 
them   vben   aakcd,   etc..    la  all   In   coDloriDllr    with    the  CommlliHi 
declBloD. 
&  Tod  will  Bleo  eiplain  j-onr  meaning,  ete. 

Aniwer:    Doea  tke  Ser.  Committee  deilre  to  iUTeillgste  matter*  wblcb  lallailt 
frleoda    hale  Id    prlTite  spoken  or   wrllleu  about  three  fean  tetany 
and  wbo  lire  Blur  Eollea  from  taj  retldeoce. 
T,     Alao  eipliln  jour  letter  to  the  Committee  of  May  J.   1743.  etc. 
Anawer:    I  leife  tbe  action  of  the  Committee   lo  be  Jadted  elaewbere;  ni  It 
aometlmeB.    under    unfriendly    treaCneDt,    I    bare   aoavered   aoBevkn 
unkindly,  1  regret  It:  and  I  wtsb  on  both  aldea  tbat  ereryllilag  nlfli 
to  OD  In  a  more  friendly  spirit, 
S.    And  that  you  alao  oald  that  unooDTerled  preacberi  canDot  be  of  asy  bh. 
Aniwet:    I  do  uot  remember  saying  so,    I  baTc,   however,  tbe  ImpreMlga  ihit  i 
preacbcr.    Bound   la  doctrine  and   of   Inoffensive    life,   may   wlik  Gnl't 
bleulns  be  UBefuIl.  even  though  not  lanctlobed  unto  bis  dwd  lulTitloD. 
John   Beory   OoetirMnt. 

R.  B.  Tbe  aluwers  sent  to  tbe  Rev.  CIbbhIo,  and  Ibeae,  are  DDlfoim  la  kiw, 
thongh  aomewhat  differing  In  worda. 

VIII.  The  EioHTn  Paper.  Certificate  of  my  English  nei^ 
bore.     (See  Dee.  16,  1745.) 

Up  to  thla  are  the  copies  of  tbe  papera  *ent  troiD  thia  conotry  to  AmstnttB 
by  way  of  England,  about  tbe  inlddle  of  January  1745/e. 

In  the  original  of  the  Brat  letter,  of  Jan.  10,  1746/6  ■  P.  8.  foUowi  (ht  rir 
utDKi  of  the  EMcra  and  Deacons,  ns  follows: 

The  TeCT  Rev.  C\aa&\B  wl\l.  to  tbelr  great  wisdom,  pleeae  to  observe  h->«  tMh 
out  dlwallaflaa  seov^e,  \xbi«  wi  oVnei  &cAi,b.  \^vb,  ^ii  iaij&  iMlLclona  aoggettMA 
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^^M  it  so  much  wai  Mid  to  the  dishonor  of  pastors  and  of  the  Rey.  Classis,)  and  bj 
L'KtaclLs  upon  my  good  name,  etc.,  to  prerent  or  delay  the  making  good  my  ordl- 
aatloB;  to  disperse  ns;  to  Inconrenlence  me  by  sach  troubles  and  render  my 
MLiilccs  fmltless,  to  hinder  the  good  work  begun  among  ns,  to  drlre  me  away,  and 
bo  Alspoae  of  the  congregations  nnder  their  great  patron  Domlne  Arondens.  I 
once  more.  In  the  greatest  humiliation,  before  the  Rey.  Classis,  for  the  sake 
tbe  merclfnl  God,  for  the  sake  of  the  dear  congregations  entmsted  to  me,  for 
ake  of  my  poor  little  children  so  far  deprived  of  their  means  of  Hying,  I 
as  earnestly  and  as  hnmbly  as  one  hnman  being  can  pray  to  another,  to> 
my  willing  submission  to  the  Rey.  Classis,  to  dellyer  me  and  mine  ont 
of  tills  deep  pit  of  misery,  ont  of  this  month  of  the  accusing  Hon.  The  All- 
Sallleleiit  Jehoyah  will  not  leaye  such  deeds  unrewarded,  and  such  dellyerancs 
flnsljr  binds  me  to  your  Reyerences. 

Johanes  Henrlcus  Ooetschlus,  of  Zurich,  Swltserland. 

In  the  original  of  No.  6,  (6?)  of  the  papers  mentioned  aboye.  No.  8  reads: 
ts.     Koeloff  Schenk  and  Aron  yan  Noorstrant  also  testify,  that  yon  haye  saldt 
tUMonyerted  preachers  cannot  be  of  any  nse  with  all  their  sermons. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam* 

BevB  TJlpianus  van  Sinderen^ 
and  (Lambertus)  de  Bonde. 

1746,  Jan.  11th.  Art.  8.  The  candidate  TJlpianus  van  Zin- 
deren,  about  whom,  see  the  preceding  Acta,  having  exhibited  to 
us  certificates  of  his  examination  in  the  Classis  of  Zevenwoude, 
(Friesland),  and  of  his  church-membership,  was  thereupon  called 
as  minister  to  the  five  churches  on  Long  Island.  Also  the  docu- 
ments were  read  relating  to  the  dismission  of  Bev.  Lambertus 
de  Bonde,  called  to  Suriname,  both  from  his  church  and  from 
the  Classis  of  Zalt-Bommel  (Gelderland).  With  these  docu- 
ments the  Classis  were  satisfied,     xii.  103. 

Examination,  Preparatory  and  Final. 

Art.  8.  The  candidate  TJlpianus  van  Zinderen  preached  on 
Ps.  31 :  20;  the  candidate  van  der  Spui  on  Ephes.  2 :  20;  and  the 
student  Limburg,  on  Matt.  6 : 3.  They  were  then  admitted  to 
the  preparatory  and  final  examinations,  and  therein  gave  so  much 
satisfaction  to  the  Bev.  Assembly  that  the  two  former  were 
admitted  to  the  Sacred  Ministry,  each  one  for  that  church  to 
whose  service  he  was  called.  The  third  one  was  licensed  to 
preach  God's  Holy  Word  before  the  congregation.  They  de- 
cilared  themselves  orthodox  regarding  the  condemned  opinions 


174A 


'  Ecclesiastical  Eecok 

of  Prof.  Boel  and  Dr.  Bekker,  and  agreed  to  wsd  rteTwrn 
for  Baptism  and  Communion  \i-ithout  change.  Rev.  Tan  Ijo- 
Lurg  also  took  the  oath  against  Simony,  and  they  all  sigaeA  i1k 
Pormutae  of  Concord.  In  particular,  the  ordained  ministm 
agreed  to  keep  up  the  correspondence  with  us.  The  Rev.  na 
Zinderen  promised  to  lend  a  hand  towards  the  Coetns  in  Si!» 
York,  and  to  further  it  aa  far  as  possible.  They  were  iha 
installed  in  their  respective  offices,     xii.  304,  105. 

CiAssis  OF  Ameterdau. 
Correspondence  from  America. 


To  thp  Very  Rev.  Clossli  of  Anntenlnai, 

Reverend  Gpntlpiiiea  and  RGSpcclcd  Fatb^rH  [n  CbrUl: — The  IMIer  vrilta  dr 
tile  Rer.  McBsra.  P.  llollebeek  sad  H.  tdd  AlpbcD  In  the  nam?  of  joai  Brr.  Aa(» 
biy  on  the  20th  of  Novembet  ITM,  wab  received  lij  UB  ob\j  In  Ihe  beflBtilx  il 
Korembec  174,';,  Therefore,  wltb  all  dae  eiibtnlMlon,  we  Ciinld  only  reratlr  la 
carcfally,  accordlbg  to  Us  contenta.  nod  Ihe  dlrcctlong  Blren  lo  aa.  Tite  n^nnlM 
■galDit  Domliie  QoeCschlUB  and  wblcb  hate  been  braugbt  before  the  Rer.  OuM 
«hnU  be  exnmlned  bj-  us  as  parefully  oi  poaslble;  and  Ihe  proors.  H  Tlnre  ur  m;. 
■IibII  be  hrongbt  together,  tbat  they  may  be  Jndged  Bwnniiri;   'n   rr.'i.i    ;r!il  nil 

gljea  canae  foe  «o  niDch  tronble  to  the  Ber.  Claaala.  nor  for  >o  msnf  Ht  am 
■nmlDC  and  not  leal  dtugreeable  meetloKa  to  our  Committee:  and  that  bt  M 
preTeoted,  whicb  he  might  ao  eaally  hare  done,  the  ahamelal  dlTUona  tml  <«■ 
fuiloDB,  which  are  an  oCfence  eren  to  outsldera.  All  thia  wonld  ture  beta  poiAkt 
It  he  had  only  behaved  bimaelf  peacefnlly,  trntbfully  and  wisely. 

By  mutual  agreement  It  waa  decided  to  meet  the  Srst  time  at  thr  (ynltiw)  PnT 
on  Long  taland,  oppoalte  to  thIa  city,  on  the  2l>th  of  Norember  1T4S.  To  Ihli  ant- 
log  Domlne  Qoetacblus,  on  the  one  aide,  and  the  accuaeni  oo  the  otbec.  ta  «K. 
B.  Schenk,  A.  Hontfoort  and  the  otbera  were  Inrlted  In  wrltlnc  to  coaei  mi 
they  did. 

I.  The  Committee  met  Id  aeaalon  at  the  Ferry,  NoTCmber  SIX  1T4S.  O.  S.  Tteie 
were  present,  Domlne  Dn  Bola  and  Domlne  Arondeus;  and  Ueaarc  C:  Baater  ul 
A.  TBD  Wyk,  of  New  York:  and  Messrs.  Albert  Courte.  Jer.  Remaae.  Isaac  Bntfc 
PhlUpp  Nagel,  Volkert  Volkertae  and  Job.  Lott,  all  of  Long  Island. 

1.  Domlne  Qaetachlna  and  hia  accusers  who  Piled  the  room,  were  called  la  lal 
the  letter  from  the  Rer.  Classls.  of  NoTembet  SO,  1T44.  waa  read  to  them,  so  tklt 
they  might  know,  what  the  Committee  had  been  charged  to  do;  and  also  »  Ihtt 
everybody  might  conduct  themsetyes  according  to  lt«  dlrectlona.  After  tke  as- 
cnsera  bad  wKbdrawn, 

2.  A  passage  from  the  letter  of  the  Committee  to  tha  Bev.  Cluats  In  Itay  ITH 
concemlDg  wbat  had  occurred  at  Mldwond  on  the  lit  of  May  17M,  waa  read  (a 
Domlne   Uoetachlns.     Thle  waa  done,  because 

The  Rev.  Classls  waa  astonished  at  the  communication  of  the  Committed  Ma( 
diametrically  contrary  to  the  written  atatementa  of  Ooetacblaa  aa  aeat  ta  tki 
Classls.  Qoetschlns  now  declared  before  the  Committee,  In  tlw  preMoce  of  atrenl 
of  his  friends  who  had  remained  with  him  wben  the  accnwn  witbdnw.  (tet  O* 
affair  at  Uldwood  had  truly  Uken  place  thua:  Not*  Bena,  altboagh  Ua  R«y.  kal 
nahly,  on  accoiut  bt  tte  \«\\«i  Dt  <Ctw  'Sm .  t;^uA&  \n  ^iSxa,  «aM  ttt  one  Ud  aactMr. 
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• 

tbmt  the  Committee  In  their  letter  to  the  Rer.   ClaBsis  had  used  truth  rather 
■paringly 

8.  Then,  at  the  request  of  the  meetlncr  tor  a  copy  of  the  complaining  letter  of 
B.  Schenk,  A.  Montfoort  and  the  otheri  to  the  Rer.  Claasls,  It  was  read  to 
Domine  Goetscblus  so  far  as  he  was  concerned  in  It. 

4.  The  complainants  had  taken  care,  that  Antje  Onderdonk  and  Justice  Abrm. 
Polhemius  should  be  near  at  hand.  The  meeting  and  Domine  Goetscblus  were 
DOW  informed  that  It  was  intended  to  bear  both  sides  on  account  of  the  affidavit 
about  his  bebayior  to  her:  but  Domine  Goetschius  answered,  that  he  saw  no  cause 
for  being  present.     After  some  discussion 

5.  He  was  told  that  the  accusations  preferred  against  him  before  the  Rey.  Classis 
would  be  sent  to  him  in  writing,  and  that  then  he  must  be  kind  enough  to 
answer  in  writing.    Thereupon,  haying  promised  to  do  so,  he  went  out. 

0.  The  meeting  having  received  a  copy  of  the  affidavit,  (No.  1  of  the  inclosures), 
Justice  Abrm.  Polhemius,  Isaac  Onderdonk  and  his  wife,  with  her  father,  Cornelius 
Relersse,  came  In.  The  authentic  contents  of  the  affidavit,  signed  by  her  own 
hand  and  wltnesFied  by  the  justice,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the  Dutch  Church, 
(and  whose  grandfather,  in  his  lifetime,  had  been  the  minister  at  Midwoud.)  was 
handed  to  Antje  Onderdonk.  After  she  had  seated  herself  and  regained  her  com- 
posure, she  was  requested  to  read  it  aloud.  When  she  had  done  so,  she  declared 
It  to  be  true:  and  Polhemius,  although  not  obliged  to  do  so,  being  a  magistrate, 
testified  before  us*  as  a  Justice,  that  it  had  been  executed  before  him,  and  that 
the  signature  was  in  his  own  hand. 

Meanwhile  the  chairman  further  asked  her,  why  she  had  not  sooner  made  this 
matter  public,  as  It  occurred  in  1740,  and  her  declaration  was  not  made  before  the 
2nd  of  December  1743.  Her  husband,  Isaac  Onderdonk,  answered,  that  he  then 
llyed  upon  land  leased  to  him  by  his  father,  who  was  a  warm  friend  of  Domine 
Qoetschius.  He  had  threatened  that  if  they  published  the  matter,  or  Informed  the 
Committee  of  It,  he  would  order  him  to  move  off.  And  when  it  did  become  known, 
his  father  did  direct  him  to  move. 

Herewith,  when  rumors  of  what  occurred  began  to  spread,  Domine  Goetscblus 
came  on  the  Ist  of  December,  1743,  witn  Abrm.  Lott  and  some  others,  (being  the 
day  before  the  affidavit  was  made),  to  Isaac  Onderdonk's  house,  and  asked  his  wife, 
whether  he  had  attempted  or  committed  adultery  with  her,  (Domine  Goetschius* 
own  words).  Antje  said,  NO;  but  told  the  men  who  had  come  with  the  Domine 
what  she  testified  under  oath  on  the  following  day. 

Add  to  this  that  Cornelius  Relersse,  her  own  father,  upon  hearing  this,  com- 
pelled his  daughter  for  the  sake  of  her  own  reputation,  to  testify  to  the  matter 
as  it  had  occurred;  so  that,  if  Domine  Goetschius  had  not  urged  the  matter,  the 
affidavit  never  would  have  been  made. 

As  to  the  honest  and  well  known  virtuous  character  of  this  woman,  about 
twenty  people  unanimously  gave  their  testimony  before  us  after  she  had  withdrawn. 

Shortly  afterwards  It  was  published  An  some  churches  where  Goetschius  preached, 
that  Antje  Onderdonk  had  acquitted  Domine  Goetschius,  according  to  the  endorsed 
copy  (No.  2).  signed  by  Abrm.  Lott  and  others. 

Herewith  this  session  closed. 

N.  B.  A  letter  concerning  certain  accusations  was  sent  to  Do.  Goetschius  on  the 
28th  of  Nov.  1745,  of  which  your  Revs,  have  a  copy.  (No.  3  of  Inclosures.) 

II.  On  the  23rd  of  December,  1745,  the  Committee  again  met  at  the  abovcnnmed 
place.  Domine  Goetschius  being  present,  was  asked  whether  he  was  ready  to 
answer.  He  said,  No!  Being  asked  again,  when  he  thought  he  would  be  ready, 
he  said,  after  some  derogatory  and  dilatory  remarks,  "  that  It  was  not  possible 
to  fix  a  date;  that  only  Classis  and  Synod  could  do  that;  but  no  Committee." 

Nevertheless  the  Committee  decided,  that  he  must  answer  In  writing  on  the 
20th  of  January  1745/6,  as  well  to  the  charges  already  sent  to  him,  as  to  those 
which  would  in  due  time  be  sent.  This  after  a  good  deal  of  talking,  he  finally 
accepted.  That  was  all  which  was  then  done,  except  that  the  additional  charges 
were  spoken  of. 

N.  B.  Other  charges  were  sent  to  Domine  Goetschius  in  a  second  letter, 
dated  December  27,  1745. 


ECCI-ESIABTIOAL   ReCOEDB 

L  ugnln  OQ  the  U'th  o(  3»aaarj,     Allar  it.\j  *«ll|'  I 
e  aocuners.      IMmlne  Du    Ilol>   wai  prcrnifd 
BB   OD   Ibe    Z^nb.      ACter  tbc    oaaal   opcolai  b 

DoBlM  a«Mi(^hLuB  ippeiriae  bvttire  ui,   wn*  kindly   asieA   ibat  b*  woili 
ptMM  to  a*t«nd   hlmaclt  In  wrlllDg.     Afler  mucli  Ulklns  and  wriKl>BS.  ■>*  IbIIi  I 
■•U,  Tul  »ai  tliai  bf  bad   bU   written  defence  vltb   Mm.     D^inlo*  OottaAw  | 
karlDK  n«d  maa   dell'ered  bin  wntlon  aaswec,  tbe  PrcslJeot  read  It  pnblttlr  t( 
th*  HMtlBg.    It  WIS  thpD  decided,  thnt  tbe  complalDanta  oosbl  ti>  Im  pn 
pi*T«  tk«lT  etasrgea  In  the  prewnce  ot  GeetscUn*.  that  tbe  real  traih  alfbt  U  I 


DmbIeI  Oo«tar:hlUB'  delence  Bgilnat  the  i^barge  In  Ibe  lint  letter  af  KoTe^«  I 
HlTtf. 

A.  DoUbM   OoetECblua    circ 
datlt  of  An^  Onderdank,  as 

<(  tneloMUM). 

'  H*  WM  DCmrtheltas  reqoested  to  aaBWEr  to  tbe  affidavit,  i 
padt  111  No.  1,  eren  Iiiou|Ii  Ihef  bad  not  qalle  the  full  larmalltT.  He  waa  aiM 
VbatkR  yrbtt  Antje  bad  teatlfled  waa  true  or  not.  But  he  was  not  wlUlx  tt 
UMwtt,  MTlnk  (bat  he  woulil  aiifllcleuilf  repi;  to  It  In  wrltlns-  Beia(  iit<& 
WbtN  tU  affldaTlt  waa  of  wblrb  he  had  apoken.  aa  made  on  tbe  leth  of  Jasgur 
im/t.  111  Hid  he  had  It  with  him.  Belhi;  further  Baked,  vkf  It  did  UM  ir«t 
wtth  tt«  Uitttau>aj  tormerljr  to  openly  glTen  \iy  Abcm.  liott  and  othen.  Coetadila 
Mid,  It  waa  now  enlarned. 

K.  &     W*  60  not  know  what  U  the  character  of  thia  amd>Tlt. 

■l  rmtbcr; 

i.  How  Domttie  OaetaehluB  replied  to  tbe  chirce  ot  Ulnne  Bcbenk.  appntt  hj 
Ma  WIlttOB  dofence;  but  MInne  Schenk  cnmlag  In.  lerr  ••anieitlr  malntalif^  la 
OoataAln^  praaeace.  thai  be  bad  heard  Ooetscblas  dlatlnctlr  aar.  (1)  tf  II  liat 
not  been  tor  tbnt  corpse  In  Amsterdam,  (to  wit  the  Rev.  Claaalal.  thli  nmiirT 
wonid  long  ago  have  been  filled  with  godly  preachers.  (2>  That  all.  wbo  rrDiIi 
Bwaj  from  bis  chacch  must  mnke  n  orrw  confeaalon,  bptore  belns  aEaln  rtM>ei 
He  declared,  that  be  contd  confirm  both  therte  atatementa  bj  an  oatb.  If  DecHurt. 
Ooeticblua  aiked.  wbo  were  bis  wIlneBses.  Mlnne  answered,  there  waa  taatii^t 
else,  but  be  was  not  here. 

1  Wbat  Goetschlua  had  said  about  tbe  wrltteo  denanclatlos  of  Ulnne  Sciitt 
■nd  Qerrit  van  Wlckeleo  also  appears.  But  both  mnlatalaed  their  tetHmur. 
to  wit:  that  wbeu  Goetachlua  protended  that  he  would  go  to  Hollisd  tat  ill 
OTdloatloD.  (aa  Le  called  11).  be  said  be  would  not  so  to  Amiterdam.  hat  to  Ikt 
Classls  of  Schleland;  for  there,  aatd  be.  are  more  toilj  preacbeim.  Tbcr  pn 
time  and  place  where  ttala  happened;  but  I>omliw  OoetaeUu  rapUad,  tbar  M 
nlannderatood  him. 

S.  Domlne  Goetschlua'  aoiwer  to  the  declaration  of  Daniel  Dcnilie  eaa  be  Ital 
In  bla  written  detence.     But  Deorlje  delivered  tk«  followlnB  In  wrItlDf; 

We.  the  nnderslgned,  testUr  this  to  be  true:  That  la  Jnlr  1T4S,  at  Jaatln. 
lAni  laland.  conTeralng  with  Domlne  Ooctachlna  aboot  the  dedahn  af  tkt  C»» 
mlttee,  (for  thna  oar  meeting  la  always  called),  and  aboot  prajer  meetliifi,  Dsriii 
Ooeticblua  aald.  It  was  do  prayer  meeting.  I  Inquired,  Wtaat  tkan  la  RT  A 
anawered.  It  la  blaapbemy.  Tbis  we  tcstltj  to  be  tme,  and  will  an  dcdart  aaMr 
oatb.  U  leQulred.    Daniel  Denrlje:  Jannetje  Deorlj*. 

We  also  teatlfy.  that  Domlne  uoetacblns  aald  to  na,  tbat  qnarrala  sad  aiMwl 
must  be.  and  tbat  It  waa  only  right  that  tbey  sbonld  ba;  tor  otfetrwba  «t  ws«M 
never  know  the  godly  from  the  ungodly.  He  alao  aald,  tbat  all,  wko  tftrntt  Hi 
were  plainly  godleaa  people.     Tbla  we  testify  to  be  trae. 

Daalel  Deurlje,  Jaanede  IXvIJa 
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Tead  part  of  It  hat  had  gXrtn  it  to  somebody  elie,  who  had  pabllelr  read  tho 
rest.  He  also  acknowledged  that  the  same  had  been  sent  by  Domlne  PrlUng- 
hnj-re,  and  had  thonghtlesslj  been  signed  by  two  names;  that  it  related  to 
matters  pertaining  to  the  refusal  of  Domlne  Arondens  to  forglTe  him. 

N.  B.     The  contents  of  the  lampoon  as  unknown  to  us. 

I>omlne  Goetschlus  further  acknowledged  that  the  article  of  May  1«  1744,  eon- 
eeming  his  submission  (to  ecclesiastical  authority),  had  been  read  to  him.  A  copy 
of  this  is  already  deposited  with  the  Rev.  Classls:  also  that  he  had  refused  to  sign 
It,   except  conditionally,  as  we  informed  Rey.  Classls  in  May  1744. 

IL 

The  Committee,  in  their  letter  to  Domlne  Qoetschlus,  of  December  27,  1745y 

I.  Asked  him 

To  point  out  the  legality  of  the  election,  etc 

He  answered  yerbally,  as  he  had  done  in  writing  that  he  had  already  made 
answer  concerning  this  to  the  Rev.  Classls. 

Then  the  circumstances  (how  It  was  all  done),  were  read  to  him;  (No.  6  of 
enclosures);  and  he  was  asked,  whether  the  elections,  and  thereafter,  the  or^ 
dlnatlona  (of  Consistory)  had  not  so  taken  place?  He  answered  Yes!  Beln^ 
asked,  why  the  elections  had  not  been  held  by  those  who  constituted  the  Con- 
sistory, and  why  he  had  chosen  only  one  half  of  the  number  usually  chosen  ia 
our  churches;  he  replied  that  he  had  written  about  this  to  the  Rev.  Classls. 

II.  The   charge   made   against   Goetschlus, 

(1)  That  he  had  tried  to  defend  the  preaching  of  his  brother,  as  It  had  taken, 
place,  as  ecclesiastical  and  scriptural,  by  Acts  18;  1,  2. 

(2)  And  that  he  did  not  wish  to  be  Judged,  etc.  This  was  clrcumstantiallr 
proved  by  Mr.  Dirk  Brinkerhof  and  Abrm.  Polhemlus,  the  Justice  abovementioned. 

But  Domlne  Goetschlus  answered  nothing  to  both  these  charges,  except  that  he 
had  written  about  it  to  the  Rev.  Classls.  Looking  at  the  second  charge,  he  said, 
that  if  he  had  said  that,  he  must  have  been  very  careless.  He  regretted  it  and 
asked  the  gentlemen  to  pardon  him  for  it. 

N.  B.  He  also  scratched  out  two  lines  on  this  subject  in  his  defence,  and, 
during  the  meeting,  wrote  two  other  lines  on  a  small  piece  of  paper,  requesting 
that  they  be  added  to  his  writing.    This  was  done. 

III.  Domlne   Goetschlus*   written  answer  to  the  charge 

**  That  nobody  could  go  to  the  Lord's  table/'  etc.,  was  read. 

However,  the  testimony  of  about  fifteen  persons  was  handed  in  to  us,  of  whom 
live  appeared.  These  all  declared,  in  writing  and  orally,  that  the  charge  was 
true,  and  they  gave  time  and  occasion;  being  able,  as  they  said,  to  confirm  It 
under  oath. 

IV.  In  regard  to  the  fourth  charge  preferred  against  Goetschlus 

(1)  That  most  of  the  ministers  here  are,  etc. 

He  said,  as  his  defence  also  has  It,  that  occasionally  he  may  have  suggested 
that  there  msy  be  unregenerate  ministers  among  the  preachers  here; 

(2)  But  that  he  should  have  distinctly  have  said,  Domlne  Antonides  had 
preached  many  into  hell,  and  Domlne  Freeman  was  now  burning  In  lipll.  he 
answered  in  his  written  defence,  that  he  does  not  remember  to  have  used  such 
abominable  talk;  and  that  he  could  bring  forward  many  honest  people  who  have 
frequently  heard  him  say  Just  the  contrary.  He  also  very  earnestly  testified,  that 
be  believed  the  best  of  b«th  of  them,  etc. 

But  we  were  astonished,  when  an  aifidavlt  of  Cornelius  van  Wyk,  with  his  wife 
and  daughter,  living  at  the  Vlschklll  (Flshklll),  all  being  members  of  Domlne 
M»ynema*s  congregation  there,  was  handed  In  to  us.  They  are  one  of  the  most 
prominent  fSmilles  there,  and  well  known  to  all  of  us.  They  testify  under  oath 
as  follows;  (See  Dec.  27,  1745). 

N.  B.  A  copy  of  this  affidavit  Is  enclosed  ns  No.  7.  Goetschlus  appeared 
somewhat  put  out  about  this;  but  resuming  speech,  he  asked  whether  they  were 
an  members;  and  if  not,  they  could  not  testify  against  him.     Mr.  Cornelius  van 
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Wjk  and  his  wife  hare  long  been  membera,  Domlae  Da  BoU  aald;  and  tlin  "  ^ 
himself,  when  there  in  September,  1744,  to  administer  the  Lord's  Supper,  ^^^\ 
received  the  younf  woman,  with  others,  as  members,  upon  confession  of  fait 

V.  The  fifth  charge  against  Domine  Goetschius  comprises  the  testlmonf  of 
legally    elected    members   of    the    Consistory    against    those,    who    were  iU 
chosen,  and  irregularly  ordained  by  him.    It  read:    **  That  you«  Domine  Goet 
have  been  asked,"  etc. 

How  Domine  Goetschius  defended  himself  against  this  charge  appears  la 
communication.     But  as  his  Reverence  still  maintains  the  Consistory  which 
chosen  by  him,  the  contrary  of  his  proposition   Is  sufficiently  proved,  and  ia{ 
certain  way,  he  himself  confirms  the  testimony  of  the  legally  chosen  elders, 
refusing  to  sign  the  declaration  of  May  1,  1744. 

YI.  The  sixth  was  the  request 

**  You  will  please  to  explain,'*  etc. 

His  defence  shows  that  Domine  Goetschius  knew  how  to  make  shift  agai 
this.  And  he  urged  it  still  more,  by  saying:  *'  No  charge  should  be  made  at 
what  friends  write  to  each  other." 

But  his  conversation  to  Jan  Brinkerhof  was  read  to  him;  and  then  his  writtc 
answer  thereto,  according  to  the  copy,  enclosed   under  No.  9.     He  was  then  ii 
formed,   that  this  was  justly  charged  against  him,   to  show  him  his  Improdent 
behavior   in   judging   his  neighbors  without    any    good    reason.      Thereby   he  h«4 
awakened  so  great  dissatisfaction  against  himself  among  other  people:  and  of, 
this  many  complaints  had  been  made. 

VIL  The  final  request  of  the  meeting  was,  that  Domine  Goetschius  shoaid  ei- 
plain  his  letter  to  the  Committee,  dated  May  7,  1743.  In  this  his  Revereo« 
appears  to  intend  to  defend  In  a  remarkable  manner,  the  legality  of  his  beariss 
against  the  bearing  of  the  Committee.    *(Copy  enclosed  under  No.  10). 

He  acknowledged  that  he  had  been  very  Imprudent  In  this,  and  asked  tbe 
meeting  kindly  to  excuse  him. 

Finally,  the  testimony  of  Aaron  van  Noordstrand  and  Roelof  Schenk,  tbit 
Goetschius  had  said  "  unconverted  preachers  could  not  be  of  any  use  with  all 
their  sermons  ",   was  convincingly  proved. 

Thus,  Uev.  Gentlemen,  we  have  tried  to  Investigate  the  charges  against  Domine 
Goetschius,    according   to   your   request,    and   have,    at   the    same   time,   heard  hU 
defence,    with    his    refutations.      We   leave   it   to   the    Rev.    Classls    to   Judge  ho^ 
carefully  and  Impartially  we  have  done  all  this.     We  have  tried   to  arold  takiis 
notice   of   any    charges    against    Domine   Goetschius    from    single    Individuals   al 
though  there  were  several  such  ready  to  make  charges;  because  of  his  so  readilv 
condemning  and  quarrel-producing  character,  and  his  truth-mutilating  talk.    In  th«^ 
same  way,  we  aimed  Impartially  to  get  at  the  true  proof  of  every  point  bronjrht 
up  before  us.     On  this  account,  although  Goetschius  has  more  than  once  bphavM 
very   violently   towards  us,    we  do   not   desire   to   conceal   his   humble   requests  to 
be  excused,  and  for  favor  In  our  letter.     It  Is,  however,  our  duty  to  testify  that 
all  who  tried  to  prove  anything  against  Goetschius,  are  considered  by  us.  as  far 
as  we  know,   to  be  blameless  Christians  and  trustworthy  people. 

Meanwhile,  we  have  repeatedly  warned  Goetschius,  ever  since  we  have  known 
him,  about  his  imprudence.  This  he  considers  zeal  and  earnestness.  We  haxe 
admonished  him  to  bridle  his  tongue  and  not  to  deceive  his  own  heart.  We 
have  had,  time  and  again,  much  trouble  In  one  case  or  another,  to  reconcile  him 
with  his  people,  and  his  people  with  him.  We  regret  that  so  many  minds  have  for 
a  long  time  been  estranged  from  him.  This  is  evident  from  what  has  occiirrwl. 
Yea,  indeed,  we  must  say  it;  and  with  sorrow  for  him,  we  must  uncover  bis  In 
gratitude  towards  us,  in  calumniating  us  to  others,  as  if  we  ourselves  had  merely 
taken  sides  against  him.  (if  we  may  explain  what  he  says).  He  boasts  that  tbe 
rresbyterlans  Justified  his  side,  and  intended  to  use  it  against  us.  Althonffh  w* 
have  some  reason  to  think  the  contrary,  from  the  words  of  one  of  their  prlnciptl 
men,  who  repelled  Goelscblua;  although  he  has  since,   we  have  learned,  obtained 
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^^  testimonials  for  him,  from  those  who  reject  all  Forms  of  Worship,  and 
K^  whom  Goetschius  agrees,  as  people  fear.  These  testimonials,  when  thej 
to«  before  the  Rev.  Classls,  will  not  be  sufficient  to  quash  the  charges,  although 

^o  not  know  Just  what  they  are;  yet  the  Rey.  Classls  may  be  fully  assured. 
^"^  we  have  written  nothing  but  the  actual  proofs  and  may  thoroughly  trust 
^   account.    Not  to  continue  in  this  strain,  we  refer  once  more  to  our  last  letter 

the  Rev.  Classls,  signed  in  May  1744.  and  to  the  principal  charges  against 
snine  Goetschius,  of  February  14,  1742/8. 
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will  only  say  the  following  in  closing: 
Oh!  that  Goetschius  would  conduct  himself  as  a  seemly  minister  of  the  Dutch 
eformed  Church,  and  would  continue  thus  to  do!  Oh!  that  his  accusers  would 
MH>me  reconciled  with  him,  in  order  to  heal  the  wide  breach,  and  remore  all 
Sfence.  But  alas!  as  yet  we  see  no  door  opening  toward  such  a  result.  May  God, 
'lio  has  power  to  bestow  upon  us  all  grace,  rebuild  the  walls  of  His  mined  ^era- 
Alem!  May  He  cause  to  prosper  His  splrltualslon,  according  to  His  good  pleasure, 
■■o,  in  this  distant  land  of  America!  We  submit  these  deplorable  matters,  as  we 
nve  found  them,  to  your  Very  Rey.  Assembly,  and  leaye  them  to  your  far-seeing 
■vdgment.  With  all  due  respect,  we  commend  your  Reverences  to  God  and  to 
:3ke  word  of  his  grace,  remaining, 
Rey.  Gentlemen  and  Respected  Fathers  in  Christ, 

Your  Reyerences  humble  senrants, 
0.   Dn   Bols,   Joh.   Arondeus,   Chris  Bancker,    Ab.   yan   Wyck,    Albert   Coerten, 
Jeremyas  Remsen,   Isaac  Broeka,   Phillppus   Nagel,   Folkert    Folkertsen,  Jo- 
hannes Lott. 

P.  8.  1.  The  affldayit  of  Antje  Onderdonk  has  neyer  been  read  in  prayer  meet- 
^gs,  as  Goetschius  says  in  his  defence. 

2.  The  testimony  of  a  single  person  ^  has  not  been  receiyed,  except  that  of 
tinne  Schenck;  but  by  Goetschius'  own  writings  and  other  circumstances  this 
Vidence  of  Scbenk  is  receiyed  as  trustworthy. 

3.  Whereas  Goetschius  did  not  show  us  bis  enlarged  declaration  (or  answer), 
'^e  made  further  examination  about  It,  of  AntJe  Onderdonk.  She  and  her  husband 
aye  informed  us  in  writing,  dated  Feb.  12.  1745/6.  that  no  Justice  examined  them, 
a  Goetschius  declares  in  his  defence  of  Jan.  13,  1745/6. 

On  Long  Island  at  the  Ferry  opposite  New  York,  1746/6. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The   Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York, 

March  4,  1746.     No.  30. 

Co  the  Consistory  in  New  Netherland. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren: — The  Rev.  Classis  gave  its 
advice  in  letters,  (dated  here  Nov.  20,  1744,)  but  for  lack  of 
>pportunity  for  despatching,  not  sent  until  some  time  after,)  in 
reference  to  Rev.  Goetschius  and  certain  accusations  made 
igainst  him,  as  well  as  concerning  the  complaint  made  by  him. 
3he  is  very  desirous  to  learn  from  your  regions  how  these  matters 
rtand  at  present.     We  also  wish  to  know  how  far  those  matters 
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have  progressed  about  the  formation  of  an  Ecclesiastical  Coetus, 
that  "when  cases  of  difficulty  occur,  they  may  be  acted  on  and 
settled  there,  according  to  Church  Order;  yet  with  the  reserva- 
tion that  liberty  remain  to  anyone  who  feels  himfielf  aggrieved 
by  such  sentence,  to  appeal  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  The 
Bev.  Classis  awaits  a  reply  from  you  on  these  natters  as  soon  u 
possible;  especially  since  the  Bev.  Goetschius  has  renewed  his 
pressing  request  to  have  his  affair  carried  to  its  issue.  Mean- 
while the  "Rev.  Classis  wishes  you  much  prosperity  and  eveiy 
blessing,  in  your  persons  as  well  as  in  your  holy  office;  and  con- 
gratulates you  upon  the  recent  ordination  here  of  the  Bevs.  Ulpi- 
anus  Van  Zinderin  and  (Theodorus)  Frelinghuysen,  by  our 
Classis  to  the  sacred  ministry.  The  last  named  gentleman  left 
here,  however,  sometime  ago. 
Herewith  we  remain, 

Bev.  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren, 
In  the  Name  of  the  Classis, 
Its  Committee  Ad  Bes  Extents, 
And  your  Servants  to  command,  as  well  as  Brethren, 

H.  Van  Alphen. 

P.  Hollebeek. 
Amsterdam,  March  4, 1746. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Bev.  Anthonius  Curtenius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  March 

15,  1746. 

Portfolio  "New  York",  Vol.  L 

Very  Bev.  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ :  "  If  a  man  seeketh 
the  office  of  a  bishop,  he  desireth  a  good  work,"  saith  the  Apostle 
Paul.  Now,  there  is  here  in  this  country  a  certain  person  who 
has  such  a  desire,  and  his  name  is  Benjamin  van  der  Linde,  who 
was  bom  at  Hackensack.     This  young  man  has  spent  some  time 
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"Rev.  DorsiuB  and  Mr.  GoetscIuTis,  in  studying  Latin  and 

Now  he  is  with  Bey.   Eaeghoort  to  fit  himself  in 

ilwpew  and  theology.     Rev.  Haeghoort  can  by  letter  best  give 

Bev8.  an  accurate  account  of  his  advancement  in  these 

iches.     I  can,  at  any  rate,  say  this  for  him;  that  in  the  year 

t44  on  the  30th  of  August,  he  made  confession  of  his  faith, 

that  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  the  Hackensack  consistory. 

^Be  was  therefore  admitted  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  he  has  since 

adorned  his  confession  by  a  holy  walk. 

Now  the  question  arises,  that  when  this  young  man  has  ad- 
"^Bccd  80  far  in  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  languages,  and  in  theol- 
^^gy,  that  he  is  able  to  stand  an  examination  —  Where  shall  ho 
*pply  for  his  promotion?    It  is  true,  that,  some  time  ago,  wo 
*^amed  from  your  Revs,  letter,  that  the  right  of  giving  promo- 
"tion  was,  by  the  Synod  of  Dordrecht,  accorded  only  to  a  Classis; 
l^ut  your  Revs,  can  easily  understand  that  it  would  not  only  be 
incurring  a  great  expense;  but  it  would  be  also  very  perilous  in 
^his  time  of  war  for  this  young  man  to  cross  the  seas.     "We 
"would,  therefore,  humbly  request  your  Revs,  to  give  order  to 
the  Coetua  in  this  country  to  examine  the  above  named  young 
raan,  and,  on  his  giving  perfect  satisfaction,  to  allow  the  Coetus, 
in  the  name  of  all  of  you,  to  give  him  authority  publicly  to 
preach  the  "Word  of  God;  and,  when  called  by  some  Dutch  Re- 
formed Church  in  this  country,  to  authorize  his  ordination  to 
the  sacred  ministry. 

Possibly  your  Revs,  may  raise  the  objection,  that  you  do  not 
see  that  the  Coetus  in  this  country  is  making  any  very  great 
progress.  It  seems  to  me  I  oan  give  two  good  reasons  therefor. 
First,  because  there  are  Reformed  ministers  here  who  have 
allowed  persons  who  had  no  mission  to  say  the  least,  to  our 
Reformed  churches,  to  preach  in  their  churches.  Thus,  Mr. 
Goetschius  has  preached  in  the  church  of  New  Harlem;  and 
Mr.  Witvield,  (Whitefield),  an  Englishman,  in  a  Dutch  Church 
on  Long  Island.     Secondly,  because  there  are  three  or  four  Re- 
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formed  ministers  in  this  country  who  are  opposed  to  the  Coeta,  1 
as  ^our  Revs,  well  know,     I  thinJt  you  could  best  remove  auck  ] 
disorders,  by  writing  that  mich  things   muat  not   occur  in  tb;  i 
future;  and  by  admonishing  those  ministers  who  are  against  the  1 
CoetuB  to  join  that  body.     Your  Revs,  would  then  soon  hear  tlut 
the  Coetus  had  made  progress;  for  your  Revs,  can  acoompM 
more  with  those  ministers  by  your  v.riting  than  we,  by  all  oar 
I  talking.     I  await  to  receive  your  Revs,  advice   on  this  matur: 

and  when  men  shall  come  to  understand  the  nature  of  it  irom 
your  letter,  they  wiU  conduct  themselves  accordingly. 

I  close,  wishing  your  Revs,,  not  only  upon  your  perwus,  bot 
also  upon  your  sacred  ministries  every  blessing.     I  remain, 

•Very  Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ, 
Tour  Revs,  obedient  servant  and  humblest  brother  in  Chrigt, 
Anthoniua  Curtenias, 
EackenEack,.!Sfarch  15th,  1746. 

L  Acts  of  thk  Classis  of  Amstebdak, 

letters  Received.  1 

1746,  April  4th,     Art,  6.     The  letters  received  by  the  ilesss.    1 
Deputies  ad  res  Exteraa,  are  as  follows: 

One  from  Suriname,  of  September  20,  1745;  one  from  Eev. 
Yvair,  noie  oix;  one  from  Lancaster  in  Pennsylvania,  Noyembet 
16,  1746,  from  Rev.  Rieger;  one  from  Pennsylvania,  Ufareh  15, 
1745,  from  Rev,  Snor,  (Schnorr);  also  one  more,  (now)  fint 
placed  in  their  hands,  from  Kingston,  (N.  Y.),  December  IT, 
1744;  one  from  Rev.  John  Caspar  Vrymoed,  (Fryenmoet), 

All  these  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  recently  appointed 
Messrs.  Deputies,  in  order  to  report  on  the  conteota  of  the  suae 
to  the  Classie,  on  a  subsequent  occasion,    jdi.  106. 
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West  Indian  Letters. 

As  to  those  from  Suriname,  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Kingston.      A.    Suriname.    (Not  copied.) 

1746,  May  2nd.  Art.  1.  B.  In  regard  to  the  letters  from 
Lancaster  and  Pennsylvania,  from  Bevs.  Biger  and  Snor, 
(Schnorr);  The  Eev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  agreed  to  make  further 
inquiry,  and  to  acquaint  the  Classis  therewith,  and  to  furnish  it 
with  suggestions  (pre-advice).    xii.  107. 

1746,  May  2nd.    Art.  1.  0.    From  Kingston.    In  reply  to  this 
letter,  Classis  resolved  to  write  to  the  consistory  of  said  place  that 
it  had  acted  in  violation  of  the  resolution  of  the  Kev.  Classis,  in 
appointing  Rev.   Vrymoed,   (Fryenmoet),    as    minister    on    the 
strength  of  his  written  confession  (of  Faith).     1.  But  the  Eev. 
Classis  is  of  the  opinion,  that  in  order  to  avoid  greater  unpleasant- 
ness, he  should  be  considered  as  lawful  minister  after  his  installa- 
tion.    2.  That  the  baptism  performed  by  him  before  his  ordina- 
tion is  not  to  be  regarded  as  (a  legal)  baptism.    3.  That  the  Rev. 
Classis  is  pleased  with  the  promises  of  the  consistory ;  and  particu- 
larly, in  agreeing  to  hold  themselves  subject  to  this  Classis;  and 
that  on  each  new  occasion  they  will  cause  the  newly  elected  (con- 
sistorial)  members  to  sign  such  (subordination  to  Classis)  before 
their  installation;  and  henceforth  that  they  will  recognize  no  one 
as  a  minister,  except  one  lawfully  ordained  and  installed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  National  Synod  of  Dort     xii.  107. 

Classis  of  Amstebdaic 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Eev.  Gerardus  Ilaeghoort  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  May  12, 

1746.     (Extracts,  xxiii.  48.) 

Reverend  Gentlemen  and  Highly  Esteemed  Brethren  in  Christ: 
—  There  is  among  us  here  a  young  man  twenty  five  years  of  age, 
Benjamin  van  der  Linden  by  name.    He  is  of  respectable  parents 
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who  live  near  Hakkinsack,  belonging  to  the  congregation  of 
Domine  Curteniua.  It  is  his  purpose  to  become  a  minister  in  one 
of  the  Dutch  Kef  ormed  churches  in  this  part  of  America,  if  it 
shall  please  the  Lord  to  send  hinL  For  this  pnriKMe  he  bis 
studied  Latin  and  Greek  for  two  years  under  Domine  Dornn^ 
minister  at  Schemmeny  (Shaminy)  in  the  Province  of  Peansfl- 
vania;  also  two  years  under  Domine  Qoetzius,  minister  on  Long 
Island  in  the  Province  of  Kew  York.  But  he  has  oome  to  tliink 
that  he  can  not  accomplish  his  aim  under  these  two  gentlemefL 
For  the  pretended  authority  of  the  first  to  ordain  has  faded  out  of 
sight;  and  therefore  the  ordination  of  the  second  would  not  be 
considered  legaL  All  this  the  Bev.  Classis  knows.  He  concluded, 
theref ore,  to  go  to  Holland  to  prosecute  his  studies  there,  and 
be  ordained  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  Having,  however, 
been  dissuaded  from  thus  doing  in  these  perilous  times,  he  finiUj 
came  to  me  with  the  request  to  assist  him  in  his  Christian  poipoae. 
I  consented  to  do  so,  although  reluctantly  considering  my  xm&tr 
ness  and  bodily  weakness;  but  I  recognized  his  pious  purpose,  and 
his  special  inclination  to  study  and  to  the  pastoral  office;  also  that 
he  could  thus  be  of  great  service  to  God^s  church  in  this  counuy, 
because  of  the  scarcity  of  Dutch  ministers  here,  and  the  many 
vacant  pulpits.  He  has  already  lived  with  me  one  year,  and  I 
have  given  him  the  necessary  instruction  in  the  Hebrew  language. 
He  is  making  very  good  progress  in  ethics  and  especially  in  the- 
ology and  all  that  pertains  to  it.  In  his  studies  he  is  more  than 
usually  diligent,  is  of  quiet,  respectful  and  upright  disixxsition, 
and  €LSi  far  as  we  know,  of  irreproachable  life.  He  made  his  con- 
fession of  faith  in  1744  before  Domine  Curteniiis,  the  minister  at 
Hakkingsak.  The  Consistory  takes  pleasure  in  mentioning  in  bis 
certificate  from  them,  that  during  all  this  time,  he  has  conducted 
himself  consistently. 

We  consider  it  necessary  to  acquaint  the  Rev.  Classis  in  due 
time,  -with  all  this.  We  promise  not  to  do  anything  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  law,  or  (ioXiXx^r^  \.c^  C\\\v:cvh  Order  and  our  own  sub- 
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ordination;  but  we  intend  to  maintain  and  enforce  the  Rules  as 
far  as  possible.  Therefore  we  kindly  request  the  Eev.  Classis,  to 
authorize  Domine  Beinhart  Eriekzon  and  myself  to  admit  the 
above  named  young  man,  after  he  has  proved  to  us  and  others  his 
fitness,  to  the  exercise  of  the  public  divine  service,  in  the  name 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  Bev.  Classis;  and  further,  when  called 
lawfully,  by  any  congregation  to  ordain  him  as  their  pastor.  For 
it  is  certain  that  he  will  have  a  place  as  soon  as  it  is  known  that  he 
is  available.  For  it  would  take  too  much  time  to  send  the  call  to 
the  Bev.  Classis  for  its  approval,  and  to  make  request  for  a  final 
examination,  and  then  the  right  to  ordain.  This  would  be  a  very 
mmecessary  delay,  apart  from  the  fact  that  in  these  dangerouB 
times,  the  ships  are  often  captured. 

It  is  true  that  a  Coetus  was  organized  here  among  us  and  it 
was  sanctioned  by  the  Bev.  Classis,  but  that  was  the  end  of  it. 
The  majority  of  the  ministers  did  not  attend  it;  the  Articles  were 
soon  broken,  for  Domine  Goetzius  was  ordained  by  Domine  Fre- 
linghuysen,  and  allowed  to  preach  in  the  church  at  Haerlem,  and 
was  finally  installed  on  Long  Island.  Jan  van  Driessen,  who  is 
known  to  the  Bev.  Classis,  has  been  allowed  to  preach  at  Flatbush, 
Long  Island;  and  also  that  notorious  Englishman,  Whitefield,  was 
introduced  by  our  ministers.  Neither  were  the  serious  difficulties 
with  Domine  Goetzius  inquired  into  or  reported  by  the  Coetus, 
but  only  by  a  Committee,  or  Conmiissioners,  as  they  are  called. 
But  no  Coetus  was  convened  to  consider  the  matter,  or  even  to 
appoint  a  Committee  therefor;  but  only  Domine  Du  Bois  and 
some  elders  of  the  city  accepted  the  duty. 

If  the  Bev.  Classis  desires  to  be  further  informed  and  know 
the  reasons  of  all  this,  I  am  ready  to  make  a  detailed  report.  The 
Bev.  Classis  may,  therefore,  properly  enough  consent,  to  author- 
ize us  to  conduct  the  preparatory  and  final  (peremptory)  examina- 
tion of  the  above  mentioned  yoimg  man.  Thereby  a  great  service 
would  be  done  to  him,  and  not  less  to  the  church  in  this  country. 
But  as  ever  we  desire  to  act  in  this  matter  in  accordance  with  the 
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judgment  and  advice  of  the  Rev.  Cla8d&  Wa  dull  endeifw 
Btrictly  to  obey  your  orders^  so  as  not  to  eonunit  any  mititoVfai 
but  do  everything  in  a  lawful  and  orderly  manner.  It  vas  oa 
such  a  principle  that  I  received  the  young  man.  We  ahall  said 
a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the  Bev.  Classis  by  the  next  dnp^  and  ef- 
pect  the  same  from  you  in  answer  to  this. 

Commending  all  members  of  the  Bev.  Classis  to  the  proteetioa 
of  the  Almighty,  and  praying  for  all  blessingB  upon  your  deir 
persons,  and  for  glorious  results  upon  all  your  excellent  woi^  I 
remain  with  respect. 

Your  Reverences  humble  servant  and  brother, 

Gerard  Haeghoort,  Eccl.  in  Second  Bifcr. 

Second  Biver,  May  12, 1746. 

(Marked  on  back, ''  Letter  No.  17."    From  Gerard  Hacf^MMii^ 
Second  Biver,  May  12,  1746.    Beceived,  May  12, 1746  (17471) 
(No.  6,  in  the  Extract  Book  of  the  Deputies.) 

Beasons  fob  Passing  the  Law  against  the  Moravians  BEsmnre 

Among  the  Indians.     (May,  1746.) 

May  it  Please  your  Excellency:  In  Pursuance  of  your  Excellency's  Order  la 
Council  of  the  25th  day  of  April  last,  referring;  to  us  (amongst  other  things)  tkc 
Consideration  of  a  letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  your  Excellency  bearing  date 
the  2Sth  day  of  June  last,  we  beg  leave  to  Report  our  Sentiments  upon  the  Subject 
matter  of  that  part   thereof  communicated  to  us  as  followeth: 

What  in  our  opinions  gave  Occasion  to  the  Passing  the  Law  aCTecting  the  Hon- 
Tians,  Entitled  "An  Act  for  securing  of  his  Majesty's  GoTemment  of  New  York." 
was. 

That  as  this  and  several  other  Colonys  on  the  Continent  had  for  some  yetn 
before  been  infested  with  Suspicious,  Vagrant,  Strolling  Preachers,  who  under 
the  Specious  pretence  of  Greater  Godliness  than  their  Neighbours,  hdd  de 
bauched  the  Minds  of  the  people  with  Etnthusiasticai  Notions,  at  least,  snd 
Created  Great  Seisms  &  Divisions  in  the  protcstant  Congregations,  ft  so  far  In- 
fatuated their  Votaries  as  to  iugross  their  whole  time  to  the  ntter  neglect  ft  Rots 
of  many  Familys.  And  information  haveing  some  time  before  been  given  to  tbli 
Government  by  General  Oglethrope  (at  the  Time  of  the  detection  of  the  Neffo 
plot  here)  of  some  Intelligence  Received  at  Georgia  from  a  Spanish  prisoner. 
*'  That  popish  Emlssarys  were  Dispersed  Amongst  his  Majesty's  Colonies  opoa 
this  Continent,  under  several  Disguises,  Such  as  School-masters,  Dancing  Uuftfvt, 
Physicians  and  Such  like,  That  they  might  under  Such  colourable  appearsBCCi 
gain  familiar  admittance  Into  Private  Famllys,  ft  have  an  opportnnity  of  d^ 
bauching  ft  Distracting  the  minds  of  the  people.  In  order  to  carry  on  tbelr 
wicked  purposes,  of  Creating  Disturbances  ft  Occasioning  Revolts  among  Uf 
Majesties  Subjects;**  And  there  was  great  Reason  to  apprehend,  that  the  late 
Conspiracy  liere,  was  CaLM?i^«i  >ai  %xiOci  N\\3kclq^^%  '^tviNXR**^  of  dlsrnlsed  Psplrti 
who  had  Stolen  In  amoiitpit  "as. 

After  Whitfield  Ymd  mad«  tJi  \Wxi^Tvrs  w  '^^^  \X«wi*».  \i^  ^>to!i(afcj%  ^i3i«B5> 
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on  this  Continent,  from  Georgia  to  Boston,  ft  back  again,  nnder  the  like  Pretence 
Cbnt   with   what  real  Design   he  best  knew)  and  had  purchased  some  thousand 
Acres  of  Land  at  the  Forks  of  the  River  Delaware  in  Pennsylvania  Oovernment, 
not  many  miles  from  the  Llmitts  of  this,  and  there  laid  the  foundation  of  a  large 
bouse  for  a  Seminary,   where  (as  given  out)   Such  Youth  ft  Negroes  as  People 
wonld  be  Fools,  or  Mad  Enough  to  Entrust  to  his  Management    were  to  be  Bdu- 
<*ated  in  liis  New-fangled  principles  or  Tenets  whatever  they  were.      Thus  Refor- 
mation and  the  True  Work  of  the  Lord  (as  he  and  his  Votaries  would  have  had  it 
supposed)  was  to  go  on  at  a  high  Rate;  ft  this  Scheme  was  Carryed  on  by  Whit- 
field  'till  he  had  guU'd  a  Sufficient  Sum  out  of  the  deluded  people,  under  Colour 
of   Charity  for  the  Orphan  House  at   Georgia,   ft  this  Negro- Academy,   but   (as 
most  rational  to  suppose)   with  real  Design  under  l>oth  pretexts  to  fill  his  own 
Pockets;  ft  when  he  had  Carried  on  the  Farce  so  far  as  he  could  well  Expect  to 
Profit  by,  he  sells  this  Estate  at  Delawarre  to  Count  Zinzendorf  a  Bishop  (as  he 
has  been  called)  or  head  of  a  Sect  of  Qermans,  called  the  Moravian  Brethren,  out- 
wardly  professing   themselves  Protestants,    who  likewise  were   Stroling  np   and 
down  these  Colonies,  to  Vent  their  Unintelligible  Doctrines,  ft  to  make  proselytes 
also  by  Carrying  on  the  same  kind  of  Delusion. 

This  Count,  ft  his  Moravian  Brethren,  have  by  many  Prudent  People  been 
looked  upon  with  a  Jealous  Eye,  ever  since  his  Arrival  in  these  parts;  he  is 
called  a  Oerman  Count  ft  as  Many  of  his  Countrymen  have  for  several  years 
Successively  been  imported  into,  and  Settled  in  Pennsylvania,  Roman  Catholicks 
as  well  as  Protestants,  Without  Distinction,  Where  it  Seems  by  the  Indulgence 
of  the  Crown,  their  Constitution  Granted  by  Charter,  all  Perswasions  Roman 
Catholicks  as  well  as  others  are  toUerated  the  free  Exercise  of  their  Religion;  the 
Increase  of  these  People  in  that  Colony  has  been  so  Great,  that  they  are  Com- 
puted to  be  Already  much  an  Overbalance  to  the  English  Subjects  there.  And 
from  the  priviledge  given  them  of  Setling  in  Bodys  by  themselves,  they  are  like  ever 
to  Remain  a  Distinct  People:  and  this  seems  to  be  their  Aim,  for  they  are  fond 
of  keeping  up  the  Language  by  Retaining  Clergy,  Schoolmasters,  ft  even  printers 
of  their  own  Country;  ft  Language,  nor  as  is  credibly  reported,  will  they  Buffer  any 
of  their  People  to  Intermary  with  the  English,  so  that  by  these  means,  ft  the 
priviledges  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania  Admits  them  to  upon  Importation, 
in  Common  with  the  English  Subjects,  they  may  in  Short  Time  bear  the  Chief  Say, 
In  the  Government  of  that  Colony;  which  from  the  aforegoing  observations,  may 
Probably  be  attended  with  Dangerous  Consequences,  not  only  to  Pennsylvania, 
But  his  Majesty's  other  Colonies  In  North  America. 

These  Moravians  have  Compassed  Sea  ft  Land  to  make  Proselytes,  ft  have  so 
far  succeeded,  as  to  Gain  in  Pennsylvania,  this,  and  other  Colonys,  And  the  house 
at  the  Forks  before  mentioned.  Is  the  principal  place  of  Rendezvous  ft  Quarter 
of  the  Chiefs  of  them:  'tis  kept  according  to  Whitefields  Scheme  as  a  Seminary 
for  Converts,  &  house  of  support  to  th^ir  deluded  Votsrles:  &  many  have  Rr'sorto-l 
thither;  from  thence  they  dispatch  their  Itenerant  Eminsarys  Teachers  or  Preach- 
ers, Simple  Illiterate  persons  who  were  wont  to  be  Content  to  busy  themselves 
in  their  Native  Country  In  the  Ordinary  ft  humble  Occupations  they  were  bred 
to  Viz.,  Bricklayers,  Carpenters  Woolcombers,  Taylors  and  Such  like  Mechanical 
or  handy-Craft  Trades,  'till  they  were  Infatuated  with  a  certain  degree  of  En- 
thusiasm or  Folly  Sufficient  for  qualifying  them  for  the  plantation  of  the  Gospel 
in  foreign  Parts;  of  whose  Delusions,  It  seems,  the  Count  has  laid  hold,  ft  thought 
them  proper  Tools  to  be  Employed  In  his  Service,  perhaps  with  views  unknown 
to  these  Creatures  themselves,  though  at  the  same  Time  they  are  forwarding  his 
Schemes. 

After  some  of  the  principal  heads  of  these  Moravians  had  Travelled  up  ft  down 
these  Countrys,  &  made  many  Converts  amongst  the  Christians,  at  Length  the 
next  Step  was,  the  more  difficult  part  to  be  Entered  upon,  the  Conversion  of  the 
Heathen,  by  Interspersing  Several  of  the  Brethren  amongst  the  Indians  In  this 
province,  to  Reside  with  them  though  unqualified  as  to  the  knowledge  of  their 
Indian  Language  or  any  other  but  their  own  Mother  Tongue;  three  of  them  were 
posted  at  a  Place  called  Shacomlcco  in  this  Province  who  resided  there  Some 
time,  and  at  length  intermarried  with  the  Savages,  to  give  them  the  last  Proof 
of  their  Affection  and  good  Intentions  towards  them;  this  Gave  Great  Jealonale 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  that  County,   who  made  RepresentatVoika  lo  X\i«  ^m^I.^%  «X 


Ids  Ibem.  Id  Otia  I*  I 
re  fRim  tbrir  nAi«T  1 
M    Sent    far  ifln.  ft    | 


tbe  Cir""tt  Court  A  Afmwnrdg  to  jonr  Eiceilmcr.  caQC«ralD| 
Crt  tbtm  ItemOTCd.   Lest  tbrr  ahonld  SFdnce  the  In 
to   nil    MajMtr:    ih*j   were   opeordlnglj-,    bj    Order   in    Conoell 
EiuulDrd    In    CouDCl]    &    their    behsTlar    tc    Accou 
br  tbe  ^llDDte*  or  Council  nt  the  dsf  o(  )74-^      It  did  not  «pp«t  Om 

tk*T  were  (nor  did  tber  [iretend  to  be)  nitunilted  Subjects  of  bet  Uajmr.  iVi 
Came  lota  the  Province  wllbout  jour  Kicellenors  Kaonledee  or  PeroiMlem:  tkQ 
MbBolBlely  ntvtea  to  take  tbe  Oaths  to  the  Government:  And  trhea  ordered  ttnt- 
npou  lo  Leave  tbe  Province  and  forbid  to  Reside  an;  more  amancil  tbe  IsiUxu. 
one  of  them  Impadently,  repljed.  nlth  a  Seemlne  tbreatnlng.  thai  perbapi  If  tVr 
left  tbe  proTlntre,  tbe  iDdlan*  wonid  follow  them  and  so  ArlfDllr  were  tbeve  EsU- 
«sri-»,  preaeherii  rr  Tpiiih-rn,  Siatloneil  Ihroueh  thlH  and  Bomr  Delslil-^rtil 
Colonlea,  U  CoDTenleot  Dlatance.  that  tberebjr  a  Llnr  ot  Comniiiiitcatln  tetsM 
tj  he  formed  for  tbe  Ru^aii'r  Carr^Hiiondenw  and  Dlxpalcb  ot  luteltlgence  tbr«<(t 
Ihe  heart  of  «Teral  of  tbese  PULOtatlonii  from  noe  to  tbe  otber  A  ao  to  the  foit 
tain  head,  tbe  bonae  of  tbe  Uorarlan  Brethren  at  Ibe  Forka  of  tbe  DtUvtne 
before  nienllODcd.  Aitd.  accordlug  to  lotormalloa.  metaeatera  were  frrqi^^Etij 
Ulapslched  baekvard  A  fonrard.  vblcb  'tiraa  ibongbc  hl^b  time  to  pit  u 
Eiredusl  Cbecaue  to. 

Tbla  alranfe  aurprlalnc  A.  audadoo*  Condnct  of  tboae  people  and  tbe  torefol^ 
or  such  Uke  obacrvnduna  and  Redu-clifani.  'TwaB  thoiiEbl.   gave  guaiident  tiabntf 
for  Jenlouilc    Eapeelallj    Id    tbe   Time   of    Vint:    therefore    to    Guard    aninit  tke 
Bubille   Uevlces  of  Crafty   meo.   Strangeri   &   aliens,   ft   to   froatrale  all  *hM 
Pnii'llccii   of  DeiltQlQK   PeruLS  &   Papists  In   Dl8«nl<tv   noder   aii7    Cnloar  «r  IT     I 
pearanoea  wbitaoccer  Cakalated  to  delnde  (he  Ignorant  BaiaKea.  Tailed  nndec  A*    | 
Epcdoua  Bbew  of  Care  for  their  aonla.  were,  aa  Tbe  Comee.  cvneelre.  IndDWatati    j 
to  the  Paaalnit  tbe  ai'I  referred  to  In  their  Lordahtps  Letter  ft  of  tbe  toeatloilat 
tbe  Momvlaoa  Id  It.  br  name. 

Tbe  Restralota  laid  h;  thU  act  upon  the  Mrirarlan  Brethren  and  inch  tike  art 
conforuiuble  to  what  hla  Majesty  baa  lifen  pleased  to  Enjoin  jomt  Eicellesr;'.  tj 
bli  Koyat  Inatractlons,  to  Obaerte.  wltblo  tbla  ProTlnce.  wltb  Retard  to  Hia 
latprs  and  EcboolmnitlrrB. 

lat.  -Tla  Pnvlded  bj  thia  act.  That  Permna  reildloc  wltbln  this  PtotIbcc  ital 
upon  Enmnotit  of  tbe  Judge*  ft  Uaglitratea  gtre  that  Pledge  of  ndriltr  ■•  bii 
Ifajeatr  ft  hla  aoTernmeat  (wblcb  'tla  Id  the  Power  of  BTerr  man  to  do)  rli.,  i* 
take  the  Btate  Oatha  nnder  a  pecanlary  Fenaltr.  or  Blx  inoatka  Inpilaaaae^ 
In  Default. 

3ndlr.  Tbat  no  P1b»  of  Rellgloni  Worablp  ibalt  b*  allowed  wltboat  ft  be  Cert- 
fled  ft  Recorded  at  tba  Quarter  Beaalona. 

Srdly.  That  no  Peraon  ahall  reside  amoDgat  tbe  Indiana  under  the  pntMet  rf 
brlnglni  them  over  to  the  Chrlatlan  taltb  wltboat  joai  BxeeUener'a  Lrecwc  attk 
Consent  of  bis  Uajestr'a  CoddcIIL 

And  tboogh  this  act  waa  Calcniated  to  Contlnne  of  fate*  for  one  rear  ttij. 
ft  Is  Kiplred  by  Its  own  Limitation,  jet  It  la  ConeelTcd  to  kar*  been  a  ncoMWT 
ft  RBlntarr  Law  ft  la  Proper  to  be  received,  ft  ContlaneC 

All  of  wblch  la  bnmblr  anbmltted. 
Uar  11**.  Daniel  Botamnnden,  Ckabaaa. 

—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  T.  ToL  UL  pp.  OMB. 

AOTB  OV  THX  ClASSIB  Of  AuSTBBDAlC  j 

Letter  from  Ber.  Qoetschiiu. 
1746,  June  6tK    Art.  4.    Letters  from  Bev.  Goetaas  to  th>    | 
Classis  hare  arrived.    With  them  are  several  documents  reUtiiig 
to  the  accusations  against  him.    These  were  plaoed  in  the  hiiuii 
of  the  KeT.  De^ntim  '?iVAi  \^v«  'Kx^uast  that  they  would  fomiilL 
the  "Rev.  Clums  'wVAl  t^lKtx  «aQB:>ih:vs&&,  VsRfir«&^ui£y  -h^>ek>. 
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I^etters  to  B^ts.  Snor,  Higer,  and  the  Church  at  Kingston. 

Art.  6.  The  Rev.  Dep.  Cuhen  Caaiji,  read  to  the  Eev.  Assem- 
bly letters  to  Eev.  Snor,  to  the  Rev.  Riger,  and  to  the  church  of 
Kingston;  see  precedenta  Acta,  Art.  1.  The  Rev.  Assembly 
listened  to  the  draft  of  these  letters,  and  did  not  discover  tho 
least  objection  to  letting  them  be  sent  off  as  the  proper  answers. 
They  thanked  the  Messrs.  Depp,  for  their  trouble,  and  their 
bnsiness-like  correspondence,    xii.  108, 109. 


Classis  of  Amstebdam. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondents 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Mr.  Frymuth,  June  6th,  ITiG, 

Vol.  30,  p.  50,  No.  32. 

To  Rev.  Mr.  Frymuth,  and  others,  Members  of  the  Consistory  at 
Kingston. 

Esteemed  Gentlemen  and  Brethren,  Elders  and  Deacons,  con- 
stituting the  worthy  Consistory  at  Kingston: — Your  com- 
munication of  Dec.  17th,  1744,  through  some  mishap  which 
we  understand  not,  has  only  lately  come  to  hand.  From 
it  we  learn  that  you  have  carried  out  the  resolution  of 
Classis;  that  some  of  the  neighboring  ministers, — as  many  as 
could  come  together  in  winter, — ^were  called  together  by  your 
body  in  order  to  examine  Rev.  Frymuth  preparatoir  and  peremp- 
toir,  and  also  to  ordain  him  to  the  sacred  ministry  with  the  laying 
on  of  hands.  But  that  your  worthy  Conventus  should  have  con- 
sented to  ordain  Rev.  Frymuth  to  the  Sacred  Ministry  in  the 
name  of  this  Rev.  Classis,  without  any  examination  or  question- 
ing upon  some  of  the  weightiest  doctrines  of  Sacred  Theology, 
and  merely  upon  his  written  confession, —  in  this  we  must  say 
that  the  object  of  our  Assembly  has  not  been  at  all  attained.  It 
is  true  that  we  did  not  make  any  remarks  upon  the  transmitted 
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eonf ession  in  our  last  communication^  and  from  this  joa  jusdj 
conclude  that  we  found  nothing  heterodox.  But  we  did  not  in- 
tend to  give  liberty  to  admit  the  said  Rev.  Frymuth  to  the  public 
pulpit  service  without  a  preceding  examination ;  else  we  would  not 
have  spoken  in  so  many  words  about  an  examination  prepantoir 
and  peremptoir.  And  how  easy  would  it  have  been  for  the  Eer. 
preachers,  since  they  had  come  together  for  that  purpose,  to  have 
held  such  examination  according  to  their  ability.  But  as  things 
once  done  cannot  be  recalled,  the  Eev.  Classis  do  not  wish  to  ap^uI 
the  ordination  of  Rev.  Frymuth  because  of  the  mistake  which  has 
been  committed,  but  will  consider  it  legal  out  of  indulgence, 
although  all  the  formalities,  according  to  the  Netherland  Church 
Order,  have  not  been  observed.  We  therefore  recognize  Mr.  Fry- 
muth as  a  lawful  minister.  Yet  this  extraordinary  must  not  here- 
after be  set  up  as  a  precedent,  even  as  you  now  fall  back  upon 
the  precedent  of  Rev.  Bohme. 

The  anxiety  which  has  arisen  among  conscientious  members  of 
the  Church  about  the  legality  of  holy  baptism,  as  administered 
by  R^v.  Frymuth  before  his  ordination,  is  not  without  founda- 
tion. The  Rev.  Classis,  having  taken  this  matter  into  dispassior.- 
ate  and  devout  consideration,  could  not  possibly  come  to  any  other 
conclusion,  following  the  Word  of  God  and  our  Formulas  of 
Uniformity,  than  that  the  baptism  administered  by  Rev.  Fr\Tiiiitli 
before  his  ordination  was  unlawful,  and  which  we  so  declare — For 
it  was  not  administered  by  a  lawfully  called  and  ordained  mini?- 
ter,  but  by  a  private  person.  Therefore  those  children  must  be 
considered  as  not  yet  having  received  this  holy  sacrament,  which 
must  yet  be  devoutly  administered  to  them,  and  the  sooner,  the 
better. 

With  much  satisfaction  do  we  learn  from  vour  letter  that  Kev. 
Frymuth  has  accepted  the  Formulas  of  Uniformity,  and  the 
Church  Order  of  the  Netherlands,  and  that  he  will  carry  on  a 
friendly  correspondence  with  this  Rev.  Classis;  also  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  HouotsAAq  CoTvsislcix^  ^-vll  submit  themselves  to  the 
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same,  and  henceforth  must  do  so,  before  they  can  be  admitted 
to  the  service  of  the  church.  Best  assured  that  this  Eev.  Claseis 
will  not  fail  to  show  their  desire  to  assist  you  with  counsel  and 
deed,  whenever  opportunities  shall  occur. 

Furthermore,  we  wish  you  prosperity  and  blessing  with  your 
lawful  pastor.  May  the  Lord  make  his  ministry  fruitful,  and 
make  both  himself  and  you  faithful  and  able  to  feed  the  flock  of 
God,  which  is  under  your  care,  with  knowledge  and  spiritual 
understanding,  so  that  the  Church  may  be  edified,  be  at  peace, 
and  the  consolations  of  the  Holy  Ghost  be  multiplied. 
We  subscribe  ourselves  with  all  good  will. 

In  the  IN^ame  and  by  the  Order  of  the  Bev.  Classia 
of  Amsterdam, 
Esteemed  Gentlemen  and  Brethren, 

Your  well-wishing  Servants  and  Brethren, 

Comls.  HouthoflF,  Dep.  p.  t.  Fraeses. 
G^rardus  Kulenkamp. 
Amsterdam,  June  6,  1746. 

Olassis  of  Amsterdajc. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  Henry  Boel  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  June  5/16,  1746. 

(Extracts,  xxiii.  51.) 

(Extract.) 

My  own  continued  illness  and  the  absence  of  domines  Muzelius 
and  Mancius  have  hitherto  prevented  us  from  deciding  upon  an 
answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Very  Bev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  We, 
however,  submit  to  your  consideration,  whether  the  Bev.  Classis, 
(if  they  would  review  all  the  letters  sent  by  both  parties  in  this 
country  concerning  a  Coetus,  as  well  as  the  replies  of  Classis  to 
the  same),  would  not  discover  that  we  had  good  reasons,  to  have 
expected,  ere  now,  more  satisfactory  replies,  in  redress  of  our 
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well-founded  grievances  about  a  Coetus,  as  well  as  ofher  matten 
which  that  party  has  against  us. 

We  do  not  know  whether  our  Holland  churches  to  which  we  be- 
long, (we  do  not  belong  to  the  Frisian),  practice  or  allow  in  the 
cities  the  administration  of  Holy  Baptism  in  the  house.  They 
refer  here  to  the  Post  Acta  of  the  National  Synod  of  Dort  ^  in 
favor  of  it,  and  that  we  can,  therefore,  lawfully  administer  it,  pri- 
vately, in  our  congregation  in  this  city  of  New  York.  We  ce^ 
tainly  request  and  hope  that  no  such  permission  should  be  given 
us.  When,  sometimes,  during  my  service  here  of  nearly  thirty 
years,  I  have  been  asked,  to  baptize  in  the  house,  I  have,  upon 
investigation,  found  it  was  for  superstitious  (popish)  reasons.  Ai 
I  have  before  testified,  my  soul  abhors  such  things  too  much  to 
encourage  anybody  in  them,  even  if  I  were  to  receive  money  for  it. 
But  I  have  always  taught,  on  every  proper  occasion,  in  preaching, 
catechizing,  etc.,  that  all  the  Reformed  churches  recognize,  as  the 
indisputably  regular  mode,  the  public  administration  of  baptism 
in  the  church.  If  any  one  of  our  congregation  wishes  to  learn 
my  special  views  on  this  subject,  I  give  him  the  proper  instruc- 
tion. At  the  same  time  I  avoid  other  things  which  the  EngEsli 
(dissenting?)  churches  approve,  in  regard  to  the  place  and  manner 
of  administering  the  sacraments;  for  those  things  do  not  belong 
to  us.  Let  them  act  according  to  their  Church  Rules,  but  let  na 
act  according  to  ours.  Mr.  Vesey  has  more  than  once  testified  his 
satisfaction,  and  has  encouraged  me  to  keep  strictly  to  our  usual 
Church  Rules  against  all  innovations,  as  being  the  safest  way. 

In  the  meantime,  if  it  shall  be  required  of  us,  we  hope,  with 
the  Lord's  help,  to  transmit  the  reasons,  in  favor  of  house-bapti^nis 
in  our  congregation  of  this  city,  and  our  reasons  against  them. 
We  will  then  send  them  over  to  the  Fatherland  for  ecclesiastical 
consideration.  Thus  it  will  clearly  appear  whether  we  have  not 
guarded  the  law  by  opposing  this  latest  effort  even  of  those,  who 
have  most  loudly  called  for  a  Coetus,  and  whether  we  are  answer- 
able for  the  evil  coii«^c\yiL^TLe,eg,  'which  may  flow  therefrom. 
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I  request  the  Mmntes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  and  offer 

to  copy  them.    This  I  will  do  as  soon  as  they  are  placed  into  my 

[land. 

A.  M.  van  Artsen. 

Endorsed,  No.  18. 

Extract  from  a  letter  of  Domine  Boel  in  New  York,  June  5/16, 
1746.  Handed  to  me  by  Domine  Marinus  van  Artsen  with  re- 
quest for  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  North  Holland  Synod« 
Answer  to  be  given  to  his  Honor  for  transmission. 

Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Ci-assis  of  Amsterdam.  In  De- 
fence OP  Rev.  J.  H.  Goetschius.  Unofficiau  Without 
Date,  But  About  June,  1746.     xxiii.  66. 

Reverend  Gentlemen,  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ: 

Sirs: —  It  has  pleased  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  thrust  me  out 
of  his  vineyard  (at  home)  into  these  distant  parts  of  North 
America.  As  your  Reverences  know,  I  arrived  here  from  Amster- 
dam on  the  14th  of  October  1744,  O.  S.  I  soon  found  to  my 
great  sorrow  that  an  extensive  dispute  and  division  had  arisen  in 
the  Dutch  Reformed  churches  here.  It  does  not  exist  so  much 
in  the  city,  where,  since  my  stay,  everything  has  gone  on  in  a 
fairly  quiet  way;  but  it  rages  principally  in  the  country  districts, 
and  especially  on  Long  Island.  There,  troubles  long  ago  were 
reported,  and  have  made  much  labor  for  the  Rev.  Classis. 

Now  to  assist  in  removing  these  difficulties  which  are  mainly 
concerning  domine  Goetschius  and  his  congregations,  I  take  the 
liberty  (although  I  cannot  enter  into  the  details  of  the  differences, 
since  I  have  had  no  part  in  the  sessions  of  the  Ck>nmiittee  which 
was  appointed  by  the  Rev.  Classis),  to  inform  your  Reverences  of 
what  I  myself  have  witnessed,  as  I  have  been  frequently  invited 
by  each  of  the  parties.  I  have  heard  and  maturely  considered 
their  arguments  and  formed  my  own  opinion  of  the  true  state  of 
the  case.  The  parties  are  bitterly  antagonistic  to  each  other. 
This  the  Rev.  Classis  may  see  from  the  communications  of  the 
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Ber.  Committee  as  well  as  of  domine  Gkwtsehiiii^    I  iriah  I  eodl 
freely  certify  that  nobody  shows  himself  a  meie  paitiwai,  iMt 
there  is  something  wrong  (on  both  sides).    I  inll  not  aeeuse  d» 
Bev.  Committee  of  partiality;  nor  will  I  complete^  justify  llr. 
Goetschiusy  becaiise  his  imprudent  actions  and  expreaaioiiB  bare  ia 
mxnj  respects  been  proved.    Nevertheless,  I  oannot  at  pnaeati 
from  the  abundant  evidence  in  this  case,  decide  upon  the  truth  or 
untruth  of  many  matters.    Eor  I  see  clearly  that  hia  adverssiiei 
are  largely  consumed  by  the  most  implacable  hate  towards  hm. 
On  that  account  they  rake  up  everything  that  has  any  appearanee 
of  reality,  and  with  such  things  they  seek  to  strengthen  their  mk 
by  making  them  serve  to  the  damage  of  his  Bererenoe,  whether 
they  are  true  or  not    As  to  the  woman  in  the  ease,  I  leave  tlial 
to  the  defense  of  the  gentleman  himself  how  far  it  is  tme  or 
false;  and  how  far  it  may  be  confirmed  and  maintained  fay  lier 
word.     Nevertheless,  I  know  that  previously  to  her  eridenfie 
against  him,  she  had  given  contrary  evidence  to  some  people  with 
whom  I  have  spoken;  and  they  appeared  to  me  as  upright  and 
pious  men.    To  them  she  denied  it.    As  to  the  other  matters  in 
this  whole  business,  I  rely  upon  the  farseeing  judgment  of  the 
Rev.  Classis. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  if  the  Rev.  Classis  had  the  same  opportu- 
nity as  we  have  here,  to  see  the  people  and  hear  both  sides,  you 
would  not  find  yourselves  bold  enough  to  decide  against  that  gen- 
tleman, who  is,  indeed,  like  a  bird  in  a  snare,  attacked  by  many. 
Nevertheless  his  own  imprudence  has  often  given  cause  for  at- 
tack, as  I  observed  before. 

I  have  never  heard  him  preach,  and  I  am  not  allowed  to  let  him 
preach  for  me  as  long  as  no  definite  decision  is  made  known  by 
your  Reverences.  Yet  I  have  often  been  in  his  company,  and  in 
company  of  people  who  have  frequently  heard  him.  They  all  tes- 
tify to  his  great  zeal  in  religious  matters^  and  his  anxiety  for  the 
welfare  of  immortal  souls.  For  my  part,  I  have  never  seen  any- 
thing to  contxadieX.  «lW  \Jq\^,    1  therefore  think  that  he  must  be 
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retained^  if  possible,  in  such  a  maimer  as  the  Kev.  Classis  may 
think  advisable.  If  his  ordination  should  be  confirmed,  he  could 
do  service  in  that  congregation  with  no  peace  nor  satisfaction.  I 
doubt,  indeed,  whether  he  ever  could  labor  acceptably  there,  for 
there  are  some  who  have  told  me  that  they  would  never  recognize 
him,  even  though  the  Classis  legalized  his  ordination.  But  then 
he  would  be  available  for  some  other  congregation,  which  might 
want  him;  for  there  is  no  lack  of  congregations  here  needing  pas- 
tors. However,  sufficient  ability  is  often  lacking  to  meet  the 
heavy  expenses  of  a  call  sent  to  Holland;  even  as  also  there  is 
often  lacking  the  unanimity  to  enable  them  to  do  it.  Mr.  Goet- 
schius  would  thus  have  the  opportunity,  if  his  adversaries  should 
remain  obstinate,  to  exercise  his  gifts  for  the  benefit  of  the  church 
at  another  place,  where  his  services  would  not  drag  languidly 
along  as  they  have  now  for  a  good  while. 

Will  the  Eev.  Classis  be  pleased  just  to  consider  his  condition. 
He  gave  himself  up  to  studies.  He  has  for  a  long  while  been  en- 
gaged in  them.  He  was  misled  by  others  who  pretended  to  have 
the  authority  to  ordain.  Then,  as  I  am  told,  he  behaved  himself 
agreeably  and  amiably  to  everybody.  He  was  one  of  the  best  of 
domines.  But  when  he  learned  the  sin  of  such  easy  going,  when 
he  chastised  others  for  this,  and  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  en- 
deavored to  convert  them;  then  they  came  to  the  kernel  (of  divine 
truth),  and  for  this  reason,  chiefly,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  most 
of  the  agitation  of  his  opponents,  if  not  all,  sprung  up.  Then 
upon  the  advice,  and  following  the  decision  of  the  Rev.  Classis, 
he  desisted  from  celebrating  the  seals  of  the  covenant,  from  join- 
ing people  in  wedlock,  for  about  the  space  of  two  years.  Also  the 
salary  upon  which  he  was  called,  was  hardly  half  paid.  The  dis- 
satisfied refused  to  give  anything  and  called  domine  Arondeus  to 
preach  for  them.  Mr.  Goetschius  is  burdened  with  a  family,  a 
wife  and  four  children;  yet  with  all  these  troubles  he  has  attended 
to  his  services  blamelessly,  as  far  as  I  know,  both  in  doctrine  and 
life.  No  imprudent  step  has  come  to  my  notice  as  long  as  I  have 
been  in  this  country. 
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These  aro  all  the  matten  about  whioh  I  mm  to  nport  to  tk 
Bey.  OlaaoB.  I  hope  and  expect  that  yoor  BemeDoea  inSL  pot 
xne  down  aa  one  who  anbmita  eyeiything^  without  paztialityi  and 
to  the  best  of  Mb  knowledge  and  belief;  and  who  is  nue  ihat  hi 
cam  confirm  everything  by  sufficient  teefcinunij,  if  zaqnixed.  I 
heartily  wish  that  these  troubles  may  soon  c<mi6  to  an  endy  before 
the  friction  increases;  and  before  any  more  aerioua  ooa8aq[QeiieM 
occur,  which  now  seem  to  threaten  us  here,  unlaaa  the  good  Lori 
soon  puts  into  our  hands  meana  to  remote  these  dUfeienceB.  I 
hope  the  Bey.  Classis  will  again  use  their  good  offices  for  tte 
organization  of  a  well-regulated  and  subordinate  CSoetoSi  wlueh  k 
ao  necessary  here;  and  most  thoroughly  conyince  Ha  opponenta 
Then  may  we  all,  here^  aa  brethren,  proyide  for  the  good  €f 
Jerusalem. 

May  God  still  protect  the  Netherlands ;  may  he  show  that  Im 
loyes  her  gates,  and  may  he  be  a  fiery  wall  around  about  her.  Ifaj 
your  Bey.  Assembly  as  of  old,  long  be  the  mainatay  of  tnA, 
and  of  purity  in  teaching  and  in  life.  May  God  bless  your  Bcf> 
erences  in  your  persons,  services  and  families.  May  he  mike 
your  counsel  our  refuge,  your  readiness  to  help  our  hope.  This 
is  the  wish  and  prayer,  Bev.  Gentlemen,  of  him,  who  respectfoBy 
calls  himself. 

Your  Beverences  devout  servant  and  brother, 

Johannes  Bitzema,  Eccl.  in  New  York 
Beinhart  Erickzon,  Eccl.  at  NewezinL 

P.  S.  Mr.  Erickzon,  minister  at  the  Newezink,  having  read 
my  foregoing  letter,  has  had  the  kindness  to  confirm  it  by  his 
signature,  as  far  as  it  concerns  domine  Gk>etschius  and  the  con- 
dition of  those  churches. 

J.  Bitzema. 
Endorsed: 

No.  20.    A  letter  from  J.  Bitzema  in  New  York,  without  diy 

or  year,  jointly  signed  by  B.  Erickzon. 
In  the  Book  of  Extracts  No.  12,  pages  66,  67. 
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GOTEBNOB  CliNTOIT  TO  THE  LOBDS  OF  TbADB. 

New  York,  June  21,  1746L 

My  Lor&i,  I  haye  tke  hononr  of  jour  Lordship's  fayour  of  2Sth  January  1745/A» 
acquainting  me  with  the  complaints  of  Monr.  de  Gersdoff,  in  behalf  of  himself  n')d 
hia  MoraTlaa  Brethren  in  this  ProTince,  touching  an  Act  passed  in  September  1744 
for  securing  his  Majesty's  GoTemment  of  New   York. 

Pursuant  to  Your  Lordships  desire  I  haye  enclosed  a  report  of  a  Committee  of 
Council  upon  that  subject  matter  of  your  letter,  to  which  I  beg  leaye  to  refer, 
and  hope  it  will  proye  satisfactory. 

I  am  perfectly  sorry,  that  the  Secretary  omitted  writing  to  Your  Lordships, 
with  the  Acts  you  mention  to  have  received ;  at  that  time  I  was  In  a  hurry  to  go 
for  Albany,  and  depended  upon  his  care  of  transmitting  the  Acts  properly,  neither 
dJd  I  conceive  any  of  those  Acts  of  such  moment  as  to  comment  upon,  however  I 
shall  take  care,  that  they  are  more  regularly  sent  to  your  Lordships  for  the  futurt. 


174€ 


—  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.  vl.  p.  811. 

Chabacteb  of  Rev.  Mb.  Vesey,  fbom  a  Newspapeb  in  New 

YoBK,  July  14,  1746. 

**  Fryday  morning  last,  (after  a  lingering  Indisposition),  Departed  this  life,  !■ 
the  72iid  year  of  his  age,  the  Bev.  Mr.   Commissary  Vesey,  who  was  Bector  of 
Trinity  Church  In  this  City  from  Its  first  building  In  the  year  1697  to  the  day  of 
his  death.     During  which  time  he  conscientiously  performed  the  great  Dutys  of 
his  office,  with  unwearied  Diligence  and  uncommon  abilities,  to  the  Geaeral  Satis- 
faction  and  applause  of  all;  and  as  he  had  been  a  great  Instrument  in  promoting 
ths  Bnllding  and  Settlement  of  the  Church,  (when  there  were  but  few  of  the  Es- 
tablished Bellglon  here);  so  by  the  Blessing  of  God  upon  his  pious  and  earnest 
endeavors  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  the  congregation  from  time  to  time  In- 
crease, the  Building  enlarged  and  beautified;  and  now  at  last  the  Inward  pleasure 
of  leaving  in  peace  and  order  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  Churches  In  America, 
with  s  very  considerable  congregation,  who  Justly  lament  their  almost  Irreparable 
loss  In  him,  who  in  his  private  life  also  was  truly  a  good  liver,  of  a  grave,  thought- 
ful, prudent  and  discreet  disposition,  yet  very  afTable,  cheerful,  and  good  natured 
lu  his  conversation.     A  most  tender  affectionate  husband,  a  good  indulgent  maRter, 
a  faithful  steady  friend,   and   beneficent  to  all.     His  corpse   was  last   Saturday 
decently    interred   In   the   family   vault    attended    by    several   gentlemen    ef    his 
Msjefity's  Council,  most  of  the  principal  Mnf^istrates,  and  Chiefest  of  all  the  In- 
habitants; and  as  he  has  always  lived  a  faithful  soldier  and  servant  to  his  great 
Lord  and  Master,  so  In  his  sickness  with  great  patience,   resolution  and  constancy 
of  mind,  and  In  his  last  moments,  (sensible),  cheerfully  resigned  his  soul  Into  his 
liand  who  summoned  him  hence,  to  receive  the  eulogy  mentioned  In  the  Gospcll, 
"  Well  done,  good  and  faithfull  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  Joy  of  thy  Lord  *\ 

—  Records  of  Trinity  Church,  1.  234.     Dix's  Hist.  1.  231. 

William  Vesey,  the  first  rector  of  Trinity  Church,  was  invited  hither  from 
England,  and  preached  his  first  sermon  on  Sunday,  13th  March,  1697.  In  March 
of  the  following  year  he  married  Mrs.  Mary  Reade,  a  widow,  then  residing  in  this 
city.  Bir.  Vesey  continued  his  service  In  the  church  for  many  years  subsequent 
to  this  period;  and  died  while  still  pastor  In  1746.  He  was  succeeded  by  the 
Ber.  Mr.  Barclay. 

—  Valentine's  New  York,  p.  245. 

49 


.9618 


A  Bmtimw  o»  the  TiMEg  of  Ket.  Mr.  Vesbt,  1697-174*. 


"DoilBg  hb  (Bn.    Mr.   Vvafy't)  Bdmlalalratlon.    Kivat   cbaocM 
Mr  BBd  th*  PtvtIMc;  partr-Bplrlt  look  Dew  roroia;  old  wat^-worti  ..  . 

aaA  atlMn  wm»  tOOptta-.  Cburirh  people,  lEplicopallms)  no  loneer  a  IltUt  hudCd 
,  Ib  th*  mldat  at  •  scnerally  idverg?  popoLBIlon.  had  lacrpuM  In  BODben  ul  ■» 
feMBCA  and  manj  ironTprts  bsd  bem  made  imong  those  who  war*  alliaetBd  tif 
a*  lava  of  tka  conaerTailTp,  niid  ■  dread  ot  the  ntdLcal  la  politic*  aal  nil^a 
ObC*.  duHny  Ur.  Tesej's  rectorship,  there  came  over  ifae  laod.  like  a  eonflixnlki 
tha  Hatbodlst  Borameat,  bo  little  compreheoded  by  our  tatherB.  thonsh  It 
M  plain  to  oa;  and  WSeo  WhUeUeld  arrlvefl  In  New  York,  he  and  the  ComioljaT 
kad  rontli  words  and  exchanged  abarp  ahota,  d(  wbtcb  the  Uetbodlal  bmttLn  ■ui 
Ittt  a  aomawbat  aaerjr  rccorai  but  we  cuoaot  blame  the  atanDcb  old  Cfe^crteui 
(of  holding  «ot  ai  be  did  OKalnat  nhot  he  deemed  tbe  apeclal  peril*  of  tkt  uc-. 
irtathar  ambodlcd  |n  Ibe  acta  of  dlclRtorial  Goremora.  tke  cotea  of  booUt  •» 
mtca,  tha  tunrUiiS  ot  atreet  rioters,  or  Ibe  ImpasBlotied  mterBDcea  of  a  aei  trn. 
(tb«  IlatkOdUt  Chureh).  The  Church,  meanwhile,  throve  and  prospered,  sctl]  il 
tha  tlma  of  Mr,  Tuer'a  death,  twenty  two  consreiatloas  were  aourlaUsc  ol^ 
"on  aa  Rector  and  Commissary.  About  a  year  before  hl«  dn:!  *■ 
0  tha  aecretary  of  the  Venerable  Society  (for  Fropsgaiiiig  ibe  G-wfl' 
t  tka  giowlli  ot  the  (Epliropal)  Chnrcb  In  New  York.  From  Uli  l«nf. 
OatM  MenBlMr  91,    1T4K.   Ihla  eilmct   la  taken: 

B«T.  Mb  TMer  to  the  Society  (or  Propagatlne  the  Oaapel  In  Forties  Pi.1»- 
"Bar.  Sic:  h«N  I  must  beg  leave  to  ob»rve  to  yoo  tbat  In  the  year  af  m 
Lwd  Ua7,  I  waa  ordained  by  Dr.  Compton  the  then  Blahop  of  LdodoB.  aad  tm 
fean  br  hia  iMrOaUp  to  officiate  at  Trinity  Cbarch  Iti  tbe  City  of  New  Tort.  M 
«hlA  tima,  bealdaa  Ihls  Cbarcb  and  Chapel  Id  tbe  fort,  one  Cboreb  In  mUM 
phia,  Mod  ona  other  )a  Boston,  I  don't  remember  to  bare  beard  of  one  bvlUui  vf 
tha  ChsToh  of  Eotlnndl  erected  to  tbe  public  worship  of  God,  on  tbi*  BMtbtn 
continent  of  America,  tram  Maryland,  wbere  the  Cburcb  wai  eatablUbtd  Br  I 
law  of  tha  ProTlnees.  to  the  east  hounds  of  Nova  Scotia,  whicb  I  bellere  Is  leapt 
la  elsht  hundred  miles.  And  now  most  of  tbose  Provlncea  or  colonlei  bar?  aiin 
ChUKbea,  which  acalnst  all  opposition.  Incrense  and  flonrlsb.  nnder  mlnnloa 
InDuenee  of  Heaven,  l  make  no  doubl  It  will  give  a  vast  pleaaore  to  tbe  BunuiUi 
Society  to  obaerre  the  wonderfnl  bleaslns  ol  God  on  tbelr  plona  cam  «wl  » 
dearora  to  promote  tbs  ChrlsdaD  Rellgloa  In  these  remote  and  dark  Mrarntt 
tbe  world;  and  the  Errnt  snccexs,  by  [be  ccHicomlinnc  power  of  tbe  Holr  G*"'- 
haa  attended  tbe  lullhfnl  labora  of  their  Ulaalonarlei  In  the  eoareTBloo  ot  m 
many  from  Ttle  errora  and  wicked  practleea  to  the  faith  of  ChriaC  and  tla 
Obedience  of  the  Ooapel  ".—  Dli'a  Hlat.  Trinity  Cb.   1.  230. 

Acts  of  tub  Ci-assis  of  Amsterdam. 

Kev.  Eggo  Tonkes  van  Hoevcnbei^li. 
1746,  July  IStfi.  Art.  18.  Rev.  Eggo  Tonkens  van  Hoevra- 
bergh,  minister  in  Suriname,  appeared  before  tte  Rev,  AssemUy 
and  informed  them  that  he  had  been  restored,  by  the  goodness  of 
the  Lord,  to  hia  usual  hpaltb.  He  was  therefore  rather  inelinerf 
to  go  back  again  to  Siiriname  to  perform  his  ministerial  duties, 
and  would  be  ready  in  September  next,  if  then  a  fit  opportunity 
ehould  be  found.  He  added  that  he  had  received  from  the  Measn. 
Committee  ad  Te&  'E.^A.^tk^  t^o  drafts  which  bad  been  sent  to  liien 
for  hifl  benefit,     xlu.  WQ. 
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Report  on  the  Letter  from  Goetsixts. 

Art.  5.  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  make  known  that  they 
liad  examined  the  letter  of  Qoetsius.  They  observed  that  it  con- 
tains a  strong  defense  of  his  conduct;  but  inasmuch  as  his  case 
had  been  referred  to  a  committee  in  the  place  where  he  lives, 
and  was  to  be  investigated  by  the  Coetus  there,  the  Committee 
waa  of  the  opinion  that  no  action  could  at  present  be  taken  in 
regard  to  Goetsius.     xii.  110,  111. 

Acts  of  thb  Classis  of  Amstbbdah. 

Synodalia.     Art.  2.     Suffering    (needy)    Churches.      lithauen* 

(Lithuania.)     Pennsylvania. 

1746,  July  18th.  Art.  2.  Of  these  churches  we  hope  to  hear 
something  good  in  Synod,  and  commend  the  matter  to  the  zeal 
of  the  Messrs.  Deputati. 

We  can  now  report  that  Eev.  (Theodore)  Frielinghuisen  has 
been  called  as  minister  to  New  Albany  in  New  Netherland.  To 
this  end  he  was  examined  by  our  Classis  finally,  and  ordained,  and 
long  since  departed  thither. 

Thence  (from  America)  we  received  letters  also  from  Revs. 
Rieger  and  Schnor.  The  first  stated  that  the  congregations  there 
(in  Pennsylvania)  were  becoming  incredulous  as  to  the  long  ex- 
pected aid  from  the  Fatherland;  and  accused  Rev.  Schnor  of  of- 
fensive conduct,  and  that  he  incited  the  Lancaster  church  against 
him,  (Ri^er).  The  second  accused  Rev.  Rieger  of  heterodoxy, 
and  reports  that  the  church  of  Lancaster  has  accepted  him 
(Schnor)  as  their  lawful  minister,  and  has  refused  to  acknowledge 
Rev.  Rieger  as  such;  aad  that  he  also  ministers  to  the  places  in 
the  vicinity.  He  complains  of  the  small  salary  which  the  church 
18  able  to  give,  and  requests  that  Bibles,  Psalm-books,  etc.,  may 
be  sent  over.  We  have  referred  both  to  the  first  Coetus  which  is  to 
be  held.  This  the  Rev.  Schlatter  is  about  to  assist  in  forming,  he 
having  been  sent  thither  by  the  Rev.  Deputati  UItv\3A  S^iift^\,  Vj 
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whom  the  aforesaid  B/efv.  Depotati  will  be  kept  more  fidly  n- 
f ormed.  For  thd  furtherance  of  that  salutary  objeet^  die  eoBsb- 
tory  of  Amsterdam  gave  Ber.  Schlatter  a  donaUon  of  one  kim- 
dred  and  fifty  florins,  while  the  Diaconate  gave  him  three  hundied 
florins.  The  Pennsylvania  church  has  been  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  our  Classisy  that  we  should  sujqport  the  same  with 
liberal  donations,  as  soon  as  fuller  and  well  founded  aceoanti 
shall  be  received  from  there.  Upon  this  recommendation  some  of 
the  churches  of  our  Classis  have  already  given  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  flf ty  four  florins,  while  others  also  have  promiBed  to 
oontribute  to  that  object     xii.  Ill,  112. 

Classis  of  Amstsbdaic 
Acts  of  the  Deputies,  Aug.  25,  1746. 

A  letter  from  Freehold,  sent  to  the  Rev.  Classis  by  Bev.  Bern- 
hart  Erickson;  written  April  8,  and  received  August  25,  ITU 

In  this  he  mentions: 

1.  That  one  Benjamin  van  der  Linde,  a  youth  of  about  tweity 
five  years  of  age,  of  a  peculiarly  modest  and  kind  hearted  disr 
position,  having  studied  two  years  with  Eev.  Haagoort,  in  Sacred 
Theology  and  Hebrew;  had  requested  him  and  Rev.  Haagoort  to 
use  their  influence  with  the  Kev.  Classis,  so  that  they  (Erickson 
and  Haagoort)  might  subject  him  to  the  preparatory  examination, 
nomine  Classis,  and  when  he  shall  receive  a  call,  to  the  final  exami- 
nation. 

2.  He  declares  that  although  he  was  at  first  unwilling  to  con- 
sent to  this  request,  yet  on  account  of  the  needs  of  the  Dutch 
Church  in  the  land,  there  being  so  many  vacant  places;  and  also 
because  it  is  so  difficult  to  secure  men  from  Holland;  and  be- 
cause some  now  attend  the  Episcopal  Church,  (the  Crown  Church 
of  England),  and  others  the  Presbyterian  Church;  therefore,  con- 
sidering all  these  things,  he  had  let  himself  be  persuaded  to  send 
this  peUtion  to  l\ici  "Rev .  Ci\a&i\^  Va.  ^^\ia^  ^1  \}y^  i^^vorable  recep- 
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tion  and  the  granting  o{  his  reqnest.    He  promises  that  he  will 

acquit  himself,  as  to  Eev.  Benjamin  vander  linde,  in  the  sni 

omnibus  salva  conscientia,  mort  nastradum,  (?)  but  he  begs  for  a 

favorable  answer.     Was  signed. 

Your  obedient  servant^  and  salvation-seeking  Brother 

in  Jesus  Christ, 

Keinhart  Erickson. 

xxii.  48. 
Freehold,  April  8,  1746. 

Conference  Between  Governob  Clinton  and  the  Indianb. 

August,  1746. 


ITiH 


Said  Governor  Clinton; 

Brethren:  The  French  on  all  occasions  show  that  they  Ac8 
against  your  Brethren,  the  English,  like  Men  that  know  they  dare 
not  look  them  in  the  face  in  day  light;  and  therefore  like  thieves, 
steal  upon  people  who  do  not  expect  them,  in  the  night,  and  Con- 
sequently are  not  prepared  for  them.  Your  Brethren  in  Revenge 
have  acted  like  Men  of  Courage;  they  do  not  attack  poor  Farmers 
at  their  Labour,  but  boldly  attempted  the  Reduction  of  Louis- 
burg —  the  strongest  Town  the  French  had  in  America,  in  the 
Fortifying  of  which  they  had  spent  above  Twenty  Years:  it  was 
Surrounded  with  Strong  walls,  and  Forts  in  which  they  had 
planted  their  largest  Cannon  in  every  place  where  they  thought 
the  English  could  come  near  them,  and  notwithstanding  of  all 
these  precautions  and  advantages  they  were  forced  to  submit  to 
the  English  Valour. 

You  must  have  heard  from  your  Fathers,  and  I  doubt  not  sev- 
eral of  your  Old  men  still  Remember,  what  the  French  did  at 
Onandaga;  how  they  Surprized  your  Countrymen  at  Cadarackue. 
How  they  invaded  the  Senekas  and  what  mischief  they  did  to  the 
Mohawks. 

How  many  of  your  countrymen  have  sufifered  by  the  Fire  at 
Montreal,  before  they  entered  upon  their  cruel  and  Mischievoua 
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ietagta;  They  sent  Priests  amongst  you  to  delude  yon,  and  lull 

you  to  sleep  ^'bile  they  were  preparing  to  knock  yon  in  the  Head; 
and  I  hear  they  are  attempting  to  do  the  same  now. 


Said  the  Indians; 

Ab  to  your  Suspicions  of  our  Admitting  French  Prieste  unong 
vs,  they  are  become  Groundless,  since  we  have  now  declared  War 
against  them;  the  admitting  of  priests  would  only  tend  to  loll  ui 
to  sleep;  on  the  contrary  should  any  now  dare  to  come  we  kncir 
no  use  for  him  or  them  hut  to  Roast  them. 

The  thoughts  of  the  Treatment  we  formerly  received  from  iLe 
French,  thro'  the  means  of  their  Priests;  and  which  you  have  no* 
seaBonably  brought  to  our  Remembrance  makes  our  Blood  to  BoiL 


—  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.  vi.  pp.  317,  319,  322. 

[  Acts  of  thk  Classis  of  Amsterdaic  I 

Letters  from  Ixing  Island, 

1746,  Sept.  6th.     Art.  2.     The  Rev.  Deputati  ad  n«  Extern 

report  that  they  hare  received  a  letter  from  Long  Islaod  with 

eleven  enclosures;  also  one  from  New  York.     The  contents  of 

these  they  will  report  at  the  next  ensuing  Classis.     xiL  116. 

Hoevenbcig. 
1746,  Sept.  6th.     Art.  3.     Further  news  is  waited  for  from 
Ztev.  Eggo  Tonkens  van  Hoevenberg.     xiL  116. 

Eev.  Goetsius. 
1746,  Sept.  6th.  Art.  5.  Hia  case  remains  in'  statu  quo.  Of 
bis  letter  received,  dated  May  29,  1746,  the  Rev.  Deputati  shiU 
give  an  account  to  the  Rev.  Assembly,  ipsissima  verba,  when  tlw 
letters  referred  to  in  Art.  2,  shall  have  been  more  fully  examined 
and  read.    xii.  11^. 
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Extracts  from  several  Letters. 

1.  From  Batavia. 

2.  From  the  Cape  (of  Good  Hope). 

3.  From  Colombo. 

1746,  Sept.  Sth.  Art.  10.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  read  to 
the  Bev.  Assembly  extracts,  as  follows: 

4.  From  a  letter  from  Second  River,  (Belleville,  N.  J.)  of  Majj 
2,  1746,  from  Rev.  Haeghoord. 

6.  From  a  letter  from  Frihold,  (Freehold),  of  April  8,  1746, 
from  Bev.  Beinhard  Erichson.  The  Bev.  Assembly  requested 
the  Bev.  Deputati  to  answer  these  letters,  especially  the  two  last 
mentioned,  which  contained  a  request  for  authority  to  subject  to 
a  preparatory  examination,  Benjamin  van  der  linden;  and  in  case 
he  receives  a  call,  to  examine  him  finally.  This  request  is  not 
to  be  granted  in  any  sense  whatever.  On  the  contrary,  the  intro- 
duction or  erection  of  a  Coetus  there  is  to  be  strongly  insisted 
on.  Furthermore  the  Deputies  will  read  a  draft  of  their  answer 
to  the  aforesaid  parties,  before  this  Bev.  Assembly,     xii.  117. 

Bjbv.  Mb.   Colgan  to  the  Secretaby  of  the  Society  fob 

Pbopagating  the  Gospel. 

Jamaica,  September  29th,  1746. 

Beverend  Sir:  These  are  to  acquaint  the  Venerable  Society 
that  my  endeavors  in  the  work  of  my  Mission  are  by  the  blessing 
of  God  attended  with  success  a  late  &  remarkable  instance 
whereof  we  have  in  the  conformity  of  a  Family  of  good  repute 
in  ye  Town  from  Independency  to  the  Doctrine  discipline  and 
Government  of  our  Church  which  considering  all  circimistances 
may  be  thought  worthy  of  notice. 

In  my  letter  of  the  26  th  March  last*  I  gave  information  to 
the  Society  of  our  being  in  a  very  likely  way  of  having  a  Churdi 
erected  in  the  town  of  Flushing  a  place  generally  inhabited  by 

•  No  copy  of  said  Letter  In  MSS  —  Doc.  Hist.  N.  T.  Vol.  HI.  p.  104. 
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Quakers  &  by  B<mie  who  are  of  no  religion  at  all  vhich  isdnd  I 
has  all  along  from  the  first  Bettlement  of  the  town  been  a  gKtt  I 
obetraotios  and  discouragement  to  en  undertaking  of  this  hni  | 
but  now  by  the  Kind  providence  of  God   (who  has  r&ised  ap  1 
Friends  &  money  for  the  purpose)  the  work  is  actually  bfgmi  n  i 
tlist  I  have  hopes  of  performing  divine  Service  in  this  new  cliun^   ' 
in  about  three  months  time  and  also  that  the  Society  will  b@t^ 
upon  it  a  Sible  &  Common  Prayer  Book  according  to  their  omil 
bonntjr  lor  certainly  there  can  be  no  set  of  People  mthin  liii? 
Froviitee  who  are  greater  objects  of  the  Society's  pity  i  charitj 
than  th<»e  belonging  to  the  town  of  Flushing  of  which  1  have 
been  BO  truly  sensible  that  it  has  brought  me  (if  I  may  be  pe^ 
mitted  thus  to  express  it)  to  double  my  diligence  in  that  pUoe 
irfiere  error  &  impiety  greatly  abound  nor  have  I  been  wastiitg 
(^trough  the  Divine  assistance)  in  the  other  parts  &  dutie*  of 
my  ICiasion  for  the  space  of  almost  one  and  twenty  years  to  af-  \ 
prove  n^self  a  faithful  I^abourer  &  my  trust  in  God  is  lint  i  , 
shall  continue  to  approve  myself  such  whilst  I  remain  etc,  etc.     ■ 

Tho9.  Colgan. 

Acts  of  thb  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Extracts  from  Letters  relating  to  Goetschius. 
1746,  Oct.  3rd.  Art.  1.  The  extracts  from  the  letters  from 
Long  Island  and  New  York,  relating  to  the  case  of  Goetaiua,  and 
also  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  Goetsius  himself,  were  reid 
in  ClaBsis  by  the  IVIessrs.  Committee.  On  account  of  the  lengtlii- 
ness  of  the  same  it  was  resolved  to  consider  them  at  a  later  com- 
mittee meeting.  The  regular  Deputies  are  requested  to  do  so, 
with  the  addition  of  the  President  and  Clerk,     zii.  118. 

Rev.  van  Hoevenberg. 
'Art.  S.     The  article  relating  to  Rev.  £ggo  Tonkee  van  Eoen*- 
bcrgh  remaii^  in  &\.a.\70L.    lai.  Wft. 
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Beplies  to  several  Letters. 

Art.  5.  The  replies  to  the  letters  from  Batavia^  Cabo,  Co- 
mbo^ as  well  as  from  The  Bevs.  Haeghoord  and  Erichson,  were 
ad  and  approved.  Thanks  were  given  to  the  Messrs.  Deputies. 
i.  119. 

Widow  of  Mr.  van  Schie, 

Art.  8.  The  widow  of  Rev.  (Cornelius)  van  Schie,  minister  at 
Jbany  while  living,  fled  from  that  region  on  account  of  a  hostile 
ivasion.  She  was  getting  on  very  precariously  (sukkelende)  in 
er  poverty.  She  has  therefore  received  a  donation  of  twenty 
ve  guilders  (from  the  Classis).     xii.  119. 

AoTs  OF  THE  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 
Extract  from  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Boels.     (Boel). 

Art.  9.  An  extract  was  read  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  Boels 
Boel)  of  New  York,  written  to  Mr.  Van  Artsen.  The  Rev. 
[Tlassis  resolved  that  no  answer  should  be  made  to  this  extract, 
because  the  letter  was  not  written  to  the  Rev.  Classis.  But  the 
Bynodical  Acta  of  1746,  which  Mr.  Boels  had  asked  for,  shall 
be  sent  to  him,  at  his  own  cost,  by  Mr.  Van  Artsen.     xii.  120, 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

^e  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  G.  Haeghoort,  Oct.  3,  1746. 

No.  36,  Vol.  30,  p.— 

?o  the  Reverend,  Pious,  Learned,  Gerard  Haeghoort,  Minister 
of  the  Holy  Gospel  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  at  Second 
River. 

ReTerend  Sir  and  Esteemed  Brothera: —  Your  letter  of  May  12th,  as  also  one  from 
ICr.  Erickxon  of  April  8th,  of  the  present  year,  hare  come  safely  to  hand.  As 
tbey  both  treat  of  the  same  topic,  tIs.,  the  case  of  Benjamin  Vander  Llnde,  and 
contain  the  same  request,  to  wit,  to  glye  yon  and  Rev.  Mr.  Brickzon  authority 
to  examine  him  preparatoir,  and  npon  receivinff  a  call,  peremptolr,  and  to  ordain 
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M  iiTe  leiumoDT  u  n>  nu  auDaiDf  ana  aeponmeitt. 

Aa  to  tb«  boilDera  Itself;  thli  Rer.  OatbeHox  !■  ■addene 
eondltlon  of  maar  chnrcbea  In  those  Kflaua,  for  ttM  teal 
■trained  to  seek  atraoce  ibppherdi  for  tbemaelvea.  She  tb 
tag,  and  will  gladtj  assist  in  proTldlng  tboie  cbarchea  w 
qnaliiled  abepherdi  and  leaders.  Yet  sbe  Cannot  Open  a  door 
llaallr  press  Into  tbe  sacred  mlnlitrj,  wbo  are  anflt  tbei 
proper  endowments,  and  wltbout  proper  eiamlnstlona.  Althi 
ronr  eonsdenttous  fldelltf  In  reference  to  tbls  coss,  7et  roa 
tbit  II  we  commit  the  doty  of  an  entire  Hcclealsstlcal  Aa* 
more  Individual  ministers  we  open  tbe  way  to  tite  freqiu 
same,  and  also  to  tbose  to  wbom  sucb  a  datr  onfht  not  ti 
tbls  prlTlleie  be  xranted  to  70a,  It  eannot  b*  denied  to  otki 
Yon  appeal  to  precedentai  tbat  tbls  baa  been  done  before:  su 
Iarl7  to  tbe  case  of  Qoetscblns,  wbo  was  advanced  and  1 
rrellnsbnrsen.  Bnt  70a  ihonld  also  consider  tbe  sad  eonai 
sU  tbe  contnilon  whlcb  has  arisen  out  of  that  case.  Mmm 
■a  tbe  appointment  of  J.  Drleaseu  took  place  wltbout  tb*  pi 
consent  of  tbls  Rer.  Meeting.  It  Is  one  thing  to  orerlook,  ■ 
remed7  a  mistake  made;  bnt  qnlta  another  thing  to  drilbei 
tlons   concerning  a  esse  that  baa  not  7et  occnrred. 

We  therefore  commend  roar  pmdcnce  whlcb  led  fon  to  m 
Olaesli  In  the  flrat  place,  and  to  promise  to  submit  to  hei 
Claasls  thlnka  It  best  that  thia  7oang  man,  according  to 
Ihonld  come  over  here  tor  a  short  time  and  appear  before  tl 
tor  examination.  On  being  fonnd  capable,  he  sball  b*  qnsl 
prosecnte  his  studies  a  little  longer  at  one  of  the  DnlTcn 
If,  however,  this  cannot  be  done  convenlentl7,  becanse  of  ci 
Bst  Insuperable  dIDcultles,  tbls  Bev.  Aasembl7  will  7letd  ao 
Toong  msQ  to  be  properlj  examined  preparatolr,  and  on  recriv 
KBd  ordained:  bnt  this  muat  not  be  done  b7  Individual  minis 
lawfully  convened  lor  that  object,  altbongh  all  the  ministers 
then  It  moat  be  done  In  tbe  name  of  the  Bev.  Clatda. 

Yon  see,  therefore,  how  necessoT;  It  Is  tbat  all  the  mlnli 
eonlrlbute  his  part  toward  tbe  support  of  the  Coetns,  and 
maintained  and  not  broken.  As  to  the  case  of  Qoetachlns, 
subject  of  deliberate  conalderitlon  on  the  part  of  Claasls. 
the  Committee   have  only   recenllj   come   Into   our  banda,    ti 
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Eeplies  to  several  Letters. 

Art,  6.  The  replies  to  the  letters  from  Batavia,  Cabo,  Oo- 
Inmbo,  as  well  as  from  The  Eevs.  Haeghoord  and  Erichson,  were 
read  and  approved.  Thanks  were  given  to  the  Messrs.  Deputies, 
3di.  119. 

Widow  of  Mr.  van  Schie. 

Art.  8.  The  widow  of  Eev.  (Cornelius)  van  Schie,  minister  at 
Albany  while  living,  fled  from  that  region  on  account  of  a  hostile 
invasion.  She  was  getting  on  very  precariously  (sukkelende)  in 
her  poverty.  She  has  therefore  received  a  donation  of  twenty 
five  guilders  (from  the  Classis).     xii.  119. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Extract  from  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Boels.     (Boel). 

Art.  9.  An  extract  was  read  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  Boels 
(Boel)  of  New  York,  written  to  Mr.  Van  Artsen.  The  Rev. 
Classis  resolved  that  no  answer  should  be  made  to  this  extract, 
because  the  letter  was  not  written  to  the  Rev.  Classis.  But  the 
Synodical  Acta  of  1746,  which  Mr.  Boels  had  asked  for,  shall 
be  sent  to  him,  at  his  own  cost,  by  Mr.  Van  Artsen.     xiL  120. 

Ci-Assis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  G.  Haeghoort,  Oct.  3,  1746. 

No.  36,  Vol.  30,  p. — 

To  the  Reverend,  Pious,  Learned,  Gerard  Haeghoort,  Minister 
of  the  Holy  Gospel  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  at  Second 
River. 

Reverend  Sir  and  Esteemed  Brothers: —  Yoar  letter  of  May  12th,  as  also  one  from 
Mr.  Erlckzon  of  April  8th,  of  the  present  year,  have  come  safely  to  hand.  As 
they  both  treat  of  the  same  topic,  vis.,  the  case  of  Benjamin  Vander  Llnde,  and 
contain  the  same  request,  to  wit,  to  give  yon  and  Rev.  Mr.  Erlckzon  authority 
to  examine  him  preparatolr,  and  npon  receiving  a  call,  peremptolr,  and  to  ordain 
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TsiNiTT  Chuboh,  Nxw  Yobx. 

Govemour  Clinton's  admifldon  of  Kr.  Barclay  to  be  B«tor  d 

Trinity  Church.    Oct  22,  1746. 


I,    George   Ollnton,    Baq.,    Captaln-OciMnl 


I    BeaL    |    of  the  ProTinot  of  New  York,   and  Tenltori— 
— — —    In  Amerlcft,  and  Vice  Admlxmll  of  the  m 


the  Bed  Bqnadron  of  his  Hajeitj'i  fleet,  do  admttt  7<ni.  Beaiy  «—«««• 
able  to  be  Beetor  of  the  Pariah  Chnrch  of  Trinity  C3raiciu  bi  tbe  CKy  tf  Urn 
York.  Olren  under  mj  hand  and  the  Prerogattre  Beat  of  tbm  FiwilMJt  tf  Wm 
York,  thia  twentjr-seeond  dajr  o<  October,  la  tha  Year  of  owr  Lovi  «i 
Mrea  hundred  and  forty-ilx. 


Letters  of  Institution  by  Govemonr  Clinton  to  Mr.  Heniy  Btvdhy. 


I,  Cteorce  Clinton,  Eaq.,  Captaln-GenermU  and 


I  BeaL  |  the  PtOTlnce  of  New  York,  and  Territories  thereon 
— -— ^— •  America,  and  Ylce-Admlrall  of  the  aamc^  and  Ylee-AdalfaB  ef  1 
Squadron  of  his  Hajestj's  fleet,  do  Instltote  yon,  Henry  Bnidaj,  Ctak, 
of  the  Pariah  Chnrch  of  Trinity  Church,  In  the  dty  of  New  Toik,  to  have  the  on 
of  the  sonls  of  the  Parishioners  of  the  said  Trinity  Chnrdi.  and  take  Yssr  CM 
and  Mine.  Olren  under  my  hand  and  the  prerogatlTe  aenl  of  the  Pisrlsit  < 
New  York,  this  twenty-second  day  of  October,  In  tha  Year  of  onr  X4id 
sand  seren  hundred  and  f orty-alz. 

O. 


Mandate  from  Govemour  Clinton  to  Induct  Mr.  Henry  Btrdtj 

into  the  Rectory  of  Trinity  Church. 


— ^^—  The  Honorable  George  Clinton,  Esq.,  Captaln-Generall  and  Gotct- 
I    Seal.     I    nour-In-Cbief  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  and  the  Territories  tbereoa 

depending,  in  America,  and  Vlce-Admlrall  of  the  aame.  and  Tlre-Ad- 

mlral  of  the  Red  Squadron  of  his  Majesty's  Fleet:  To  all  and  singular  Becton 
or  Parish  Ministers  whatsoever  in  the  Proylnce  of  New  York,  or  to  Joseph  RoblD- 
son  and  Joseph  Murray,  Esqrs.,  the  present  Church  Wardens  of  Trinity  Cbsrch. 
In  the  city  of  New  York,  and  to  the  Vestry  Men  of  the  said  Church,  and  to  exe\ 
and  every  of  you. 

Greeting:  Whereas  I  have  admitted  our  beloved  In  Christ,  Henry  Barclty, 
Clerk,  to  the  Rectory  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Trinity  Church,  In  the  dty  of  New 
York,  within  my  Government,  vacant  as  Is  said  by  the  naturall  death  of  WUBaa 
Vesey,  the  last  Incumbent  there,  to  which  he  was  presented  unto  me  by  tl» 
Church  Wardens  and  Vestry  Men  of  Trinity  Church,  In  the  city  of  New  York,  Ii 
communion  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  by  law  established,  patrons  of  the  sasie: 
And  him  I  have  instituted  into  the  Rectory  of  the  same,  with  all  Its  rights  asd 
appurtenances,  (observing  the  laws  and  Canons  of  right.  In  that  behalf  reqnlifd 
and  to  be  observed:)  To  you,  therefore.  Jointly  and  severally,  I  do  committ,  tad 
firmly  enjoining  do  command,  each  and  every  of  you,  that  In  due  msDoer  bin 
the  same  Henry  Barclay,  or  his  lawfull  Proctor,  in  his  name,  or  for  him.  latt 
the  reall,  actuall,  and  corporall  possession  of  the  said  Rectory  and  Parish  Chord 
of  Trinity  Church  aforesaid,  and  of  all  its  rights  and  appurtenances  whstsoevcr, 
you  Induct,  or  cause  to  be  Inducted,  and  him  so  inducted  you  do  defend,  and  whit 
you  shall  have  done  in  the  premises  thereof  you  do  duly  certify  unto  me,  or  other 
competent  Judge  in  that  behalf,  when  thereunto  you  shall  be  duly  rcQslnl 
Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Prerogative  Seal  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  tkt 
twenty-second  day  ot  OctoX^^x,  Vn.  \^%  X^vt  ^1  ^'os  Lord  one  thousand  aevea  hi» 
dred  and  torty-tlz^ 
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Tbinity  Chuboh,  Nbw  Yobx. 

"Certificate  of  Mr.  Barclay's  Induction;  etc.,  into  the  Eectory  of 

Trinity  Church,  etc.     Oct.  22,  1746. 

'We*    wbose   names    are    hereunder   written,    do    certify,    that   Henry    Barclay, 

lector  of  Trinity  Church,  In  the  city  of  New  York,  was.  In  the  presence  of  us, 

ndiicted  Into  his  Church  aforesaid,  by  Joseph  Murray  and  Joseph  Bobln son,  Bsqs., 

he   present  Church  Wardens,  and  by  the  Vestrymen  of  the  said  Church,  on  the 

vrenty-second  day  of  October,   one  thousand  seven  hundred  and   forty   six;   by 

Irtoe  of  certain  Letters  of  Induction,  made  under  the  hand  of  his  Excellency,  the 

lonorable   George   Clinton,    Esq.,   Captain-General   and   OoTemor-ln-Chlef   of   the 

Province  of  New  York,  etc.,  and  under  the  Prerogative  Seal  of  the  said  Province, 

irltliln  the  Parish  of  the  city  of  New  York  aforesaid,  for  that  purpose  directed.  In 

Jie   words  following,  viz.     The  Honorable  George  Clinton,  Esq.,  Captaln-Generall 

and  Governour-ln-Chlef  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  and  Territories  thereon  de- 

(wndin^.   In  America,   and   Vlce-Admlrall  of  the   same,   and   Vlce-Admlral   of  the 

Bed  Squadron  of  his  Majesties  fleet:    To  all  and  singular,  Bectors  or  Parish  Mlnis- 

ters  whatsoever  In  the  Province  of  New  York,  or  to  Joseph  Boblnson  and  Joseph 

Murray.   Esqrs.,  the  present  Church  Wardens  of  Trinity   Church,   In  the  city  of 

New  York,  and  to  the  Vestrymen  of  the  said  Church,  and  to  each  and  every  of  you. 

Greeting:    Whereas  I  have  admitted  our  Beloved  in  Christ,  Henry  Barclay,  Clerk, 

to  the  Bectory  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Trinity  Church,  In  the  city  of  New  York, 

within    my   Government,   vacant,   as   Is   said,   by   the   natural   death   of   William 

Yesey,   the   last  Incumbent  there,   to  which   he   was  presented  unto  me   by  the 

Cbmrch  Wardens  and   Vestrymen  of  Trinity   Church,    In   the  city   of   New   York, 

In  Communion  of  the  Church  of  England  as  by  law  established,  patrons  of  the 

Mime:  and  him  I  have  Instituted  Into  the  Rectory  of  the  same,  with  all  Its  rights  and 

apportenances,  (observing  the  Laws  and  Canons  of  Right,  In  that  behalf  required 

and  to  be  observed:)    To  you,  therefore,  Jointly  and  severally,  I  do  commltt,  and 

firmly  enjoining,  do  command  each  and  every  of  you  that.  In  due  manner,  blm, 

the  said   Henry   Barclay,   or  bis  Lawful  Proctor  In  his  name,  or  for  him,   Into 

the  real,  actuall  and  corporall  possession  of  the  said  Rectory  and  Parish  Church 

of  Trinity  Church  aforesaid,  and  of  all  Its  Rights  and  Appurtenances  whatsoever, 

you  Induct,   or  cause  to  be  Inducted,  and  him  so  Inducted  you  do  defend,  and 

uliat  yon  shall  have  done  In  the  premises  thereof,  you  do  duely  certlfle  unto  me,  or 

other  competent  Judge,   In  that   behalf,    when   thereunto  you  shall   be   duly   re- 

qolred.     Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Prerogative  Seal  of  the  Province  of  New 

York,  the  twenty-second  day  of  October,   In  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 

seven  hundred  and  forty-six. 

G.  Clinton. 

Also,  that  the  aforesaid  Henry  Barclay,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  this  Instant 
Norember,  within  the  said  year,  being  a  Lord's  day,  did  read  In  his  Parish  Church 
aforesaid,  openly,  publlckly,  and  solemnly,  before  the  congregation  there  assembled, 
the  Morning  and  Evening  Prayers  appointed  to  be  read,  by  and  according  to  the 
Book  Entitled,  (the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,)  and  administration  of  the  Sacra- 
ments and  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Church,  according  to  the  use  of  the  Church 
of  England,  **  together  with  the  Psalter  or  Psalms  of  David,  pointed  as  they  are  to 
be  said  or  sung  In  Churches,  and  the  form  or  manner  of  making,  ordaining, 
and  Consecrating  of  Bishops,  Priests,  and  Deacons,**  at  the  time  thereby  appointed; 
and  after  such  reading  thereof,  did,  openly  and  publlckly,  before  the  congregation 
assembled,  declare  his  unfeigned  assent  and  consent  to  the  use  of  all  things  therein 
contained,  and  prescribed  according  to  this  form,  viz.  I,  Henry  Barclay,  do 
declare  my  unfeigned  assent  and  consent  to  all  and  everything  and  things  contained 
and  preacrlbed  In  and  by  the  Book  Intituled  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  ad- 
nlnlatratlon  of  Sacraments  and  other  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Church,  acoofd- 
Inff  to  the  use  of  the  Church  of  England,  together  with  the  Psalter  or  Psalms  of 
Darld,  pointed  as  they  are  to  be  said  or  sung  In  Churches,  and  the 
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Trinity  Chubch,  New  Yobk. 

Govemour  Clinton's  admission  of  Mr.  Barclav  to  be  Eector  d 

Trinity  Church.    Oct.  22,  1746. 


■  I,    George    Clinton,    Etq.,    Captain-General    and    GoTenioiir4»C3i( 

I    Seal.    I    of   the   ProTlnce   of   New    York,    and    Terrltorlea   thereon  depctfb( 

In   America,   and  Vice  Admlrall  of  the  sanae,    and   Vice  Adniitll  tf 

the  Red  Squadron  of  his  Majesty's  fleet,  do  admltt  7011,  Henry  Barclay.  Cot 
able  to  be  Rector  of  the  Parish  Chnrch  of  Trinity  Chnrch.  In  the  dty  of  TUtt 
York.  Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Prerosatire  Seal  of  the  FroTtnee  of  %• 
York,  this  twenty-second  day  ol  October,  In  the  Year  of  onr  Lord  one  thooul 
seyen  hundred  and  forty-six. 

G.  CnitM. 

Letters  of  Institution  by  Govemour  Clinton  to  Mr.  Heniy  Barky. 


I,  George  Clinton,   Esq.,  Captain-Genera II  and  GoTemonr-lD-Chif;  lE 

I    Seal.     I    the   Province   of    New    York,    and    Territories    thereon   depeadlcf.  !i 

America,  and  Vice- Admlrall  of  the  same,  and  VIce-Admirall  of  tbt  Id 

Squadron  of  his  Majesty's  fleet,  do  Institute  you,  Henry  Barclay,  Clerk.  Rmh 
of  the  Parish  Church  of  Trinity  Church,  In  the  city  of  New  York,  to  have  tbe  en 
of  the  souls  of  the  Parishioners  of  the  said  Trinity  Church,  and  take  Tocr  Ctn 
and  Mine.  Given  under  my  hand  and  the  prerogative  seal  of  the  Prorlzw  if 
New  York,  this  twenty-second  day  of  October,  in  the  Year  of  onr  Lord  one  ite 
•and  seven  hundred  and  forty-six. 

G.  cnntsa 

Mandate  from  Govemour  Clinton  to  Induct  Mr.  Henry  Baidij 

into  the  Rectory  of  Trinity  Church. 


— ^^—  The  nonorable  George  Clinton,  Esq.,  Captaln-Generall  and  Go^'f 
I     Seal.     I     nour-ln-Chlef  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  and  the  Territnrlrt  t^tvrA 

depending,  in  America,  and  Vlce-Admirall  of   the  same,  and  Vl-rMl 

mlral  of  the  lied  Squadron  of  his  Majesty's  Fleet:  To  all  and  sini^br  1>^^j^ 
or  Parish  Ministers  whatsoever  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  or  to  Joseph  SaMT! 
son  and  Joseph  Murray,  Esqrs.,  the  present  Church  Wardens  of  Trinity  Cswrt 
In  the  city  of  New  York,  and  to  the  Vestry  Men  of  the  said  Chnrch,  a=d  to  n-' 
and  every  of  you. 

Greeting:  Whereas  I  have  admitted  our  beloved  In  Christ,  Henry  ParrI*! 
Clerk,  to  the  Rectory  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Trinity  Church,  In  the  city  of  Nr 
York,  within  my  Government,  vacant  as  Is  said  by  the  naturall  death  of  Wll!ii: 
Vesey,  the  last  Incumbent  there,  to  which  he  was  presented  unto  me  bj  :> 
Church  Wardens  and  Vestry  Men  of  Trinity  Church,  In  the  city  of  New  Tort  ! 
communion  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  by  law  established,  patrons  of  the  taxi 
And  him  I  have  Instituted  Into  the  Rectory  of  the  same,  with  all  its  rights  u 
appurtenances,  (observing  the  laws  and  Canons  of  right.  In  that  behalf  reqoirt 
and  to  be  observed:)  To  you,  therefore.  Jointly  and  severally,  I  do  commltt.  ae 
firmly  enjoining  do  command,  each  and  every  of  yon,  that  In  due  manner  ti: 
the  same  Henry  Barclay,  or  his  lawfull  Proctor,  In  his  name,  or  for  him.  it: 
the  reall,  actuall,  and  corporall  possession  of  the  said  Rectory  and  Parlrii  Cbvc 
of  Trinity  Church  aforesaid,  and  of  all  Its  rights  and  appurtenances  wbatsorrr 
yon  Induct,  or  caase  to  be  Inducted,  and  him  so  Inducted  you  do  defend,  and  «hi 
you  shall  have  done  in  the  premises  thereof  you  do  duly  certify  nnto  me,  or  othi 
competent  Judge  in  that  behalf,  when  thereunto  yon  shall  be  duly  rcqslrv 
Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Prerogative  Seal  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  tl 
twenty-second  day  of  October,  In  tha  Tour  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  aevea  ha 
dred  and  totti-ilx. 

O.    CIlBtOB. 
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TBnaxY  Chuboh,  Nbw  Yobx. 

^rtificate  of  Mr.  Barclay's  Induction,  etc,  into  the  Eectory  of 

Trinity  Church,  etc.     Oct.  22,  1746. 

"We,    wbose    names    are    herennder   written,    do    certify,    that   Henry    Barclay, 
or  of  Trinity  Church,  In  the  city  of  New  York,  was,  in  the  presence  of  ua, 
octed  Into  hla  Church  aforesaid,  hy  Joseph  Murray  and  Joseph  Boblnson,  Bsqs., 
present  Church  Wardens,  and  by  the  Vestrymen  of  the  said  Church,  on  the 
r'ventj-second   day  of  October,   one   thousand   seven  hundred   and   forty   six;   by 
rtrtoe  of  certain  Letters  of  Induction,  made  under  the  hand  of  his  Excellency,  the 
onorable   George   Clinton,    Esq.,   Captain-General   and   Govemor-in-Chlef   of   the 
^roTlnce  of  New  York,  etc.,  and  under  the  Prerogative  Seal  of  the  said  Province, 
"^prltliln  the  Parish  of  the  city  of  New  York  aforesaid,  for  that  purpose  directed.  In 
'the  words  following,  viz.     The  Honorable  George  Clinton,  Esq.,  Captain-Generall 
mnd  GoTemour-ln-Chlef  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  and  Territories  thereon  de- 
pending,   in  America,   and   Vlce-Admlrall   of  the   same,   and   Vice-Admiral   of  the 
Squadron  of  his  Majesties  fleet:    To  all  and  singular.  Rectors  or  Parish  Minis- 
whatsoever  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  or  to  Joseph  Robinson  and  Joseph 
Esqrs.,  the  present  Church  Wardens  of  Trinity  Church,   In  the  city  of 
hew  York,  and  to  the  Vestrymen  of  the  said  Church,  and  to  each  and  every  of  you. 
Greeting:    Whereas  I  have  admitted  our  Beloved  in  Christ,  Henry  Barclay,  Clerk, 
to  the  Rectory  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Trinity  Church,  In  the  city  of  New  York, 
within   my   Government,   vacant,   as   is   said,   by   the   natural   death   of   William 
Yeeey,   the   last   Incumbent  there,   to   which   he   was   presented  unto  me   by   the 
Church  Wardens  and   Vestrymen  of  Trinity   Church,    in   the  city   of   New   York, 
In  Communion  of  the  Church  of  England  as  by  law  established,  patrons  of  the 
■erne:  and  him  I  have  Instituted  Into  the  Rectory  of  the  same,  with  all  Its  rights  and 
appurtenances,  (observing  the  Laws  and  Canons  of  Right,  In  that  behalf  required 
and  to  be  observed:)    To  you,  therefore.  Jointly  and  severally,  I  do  commltt,  and 
flrmly  enjoining,  do  command  each  and  every  of  you  that.  In  due  manner,  him, 
the   said   Henry   Barclay,   or  his  Lawful  Proctor  In  his  name,  or  for  him,   Into 
the  real,  actuall  and  corporall  possession  of  the  said  Rectory  and  Parish  Church 
of  Trinity  Church  aforesaid,  and  of  all  Its  Rights  and  Appurtenances  whatsoever, 
you  Induct,  or  cause  to  be  Inducted,  and  him  so  Inducted  you  do  defend,  and 
wliAt  you  Bhall  have  done  in  the  premises  thereof,  you  do  duely  certlfle  unto  me,  or 
other  competent   Judge,   In  that   behalf,    when   thereunto  you  shall   be   duly   re- 
quired.    Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Prerogative  Seal  of  the  Province  of  New 
York,  the  twenty-second  day  of  October,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-six. 

G.  Clinton. 

Also,  that  the  aforesaid  Henry  Barclay,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  this  Instant 
November,  within  the  said  year,  being  a  Lord's  day,  did  read  In  his  Parish  Church 
aforesaid,  openly,  publlckly,  and  solemnly,  before  the  congregation  there  assembled, 
the  Morning  and  Evening  Prayers  appointed  to  be  read,  by  and  according  to  the 
Book  Entitled,  (the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,)  and  administration  of  the  Sacra- 
ments and  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Church,  according  to  the  use  of  the  Church 
of  England,  "  together  with  the  Psalter  or  Psalms  of  David,  pointed  as  they  are  to 
be  said  or  sung  In  Churches,  and  the  form  or  manner  of  making,  ordaining, 
and  Consecrating  of  Bishops,  Priests,  and  Deacons,*'  at  the  time  thereby  appointed; 
and  after  such  reading  thereof,  did,  openly  and  publlckly,  before  the  congregation 
assembled,  declare  his  unfeigned  assent  and  consent  to  the  use  of  all  things  therein 
eotttalned,  and  prescribed  according  to  this  form,  viz.  I,  Henry  Barclay,  do 
declare  my  unfeigned  assent  and  consent  to  all  and  everything  and  things  contained 
and  prescribed  In  and  by  the  Book  Intituled  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  ad- 
ministration of  Sacraments  and  other  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Church,  accord- 
ing to  the  use  of  the  Church  of  England,  together  with  the  Psalter  or  Psalms  of 
Darld,  pointed  as  they  are  to  be  said  or  sung  In  Churches,  and  tlie  form  or 
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Buumer  of  maWiig,  ordaining,  and  conitciatlng  of  Rirtiopi^ 
Alao  that  he  did,  pnbUckly  and  c^^hlj.  In  the  aftemoon  oC  tko  nli  iv.  Ii  Hi 
Pariah  Chnrch  aforeaaid,  In  the  preoenco  of  the  eongvcgatlom  thon  aanUri,  la 
the  time  of  Divine  Berrlce^  read  a  eertUlcate  nnder  the  hamM,  aai  aMI  il  fla 
Blgh  Reyerend  father  in  Ood  Bdmnndt  Lord  Blahop  of  Lowaoa.  In 
Tla.    Tliia  declaration  waa  made  and  anbeerlbed  befoM  mt,  bj  the  nli 
day.  to  be  Ucenaed  to  perform  the  lilniaterlal  oAoe  Ib  the  CeHomf  «C  Vev  Jim, 
thia  12th  day  of  December  In  the  Year  of  onr  Lord  178T.  SAd  Ib  the  lllh  il  •■ 
Tranalatlon.    EDMUND  LONDON.    And  at  the  name  tlme^  ead  Ib  the 
the  conffregatlon  being  preaent,  did  read  the  deelarmtloB  or 
tained  in  the  aaid  cerUflcate.  vis:    I  do  declare  that  I  wtU  eonltorM  te  tti 
of  the  Chnrch  of  BngUnd,  aa  it  la  now  by  Law  BatabUahed.    Aad  iMllf .  that  • 
Wedneadaj,  the  twenty-aisth  daj  of  the  Inatant  NoTtmbcTp  and  In  the  Tcv 
aforeaald,  he  did  read  the  Artlclea  of  Bellglon,  oomaMmlj  ealtod  the  thlit|4iBi 
Artidea,  agreed  npon  in  OonTocatlon,  in  the  Year  1088;  In  btai  Pifflih  Chart 
aforeaald,  in  the  time  of  Common  Prayer  there,  and  did  dcelavt  Ua 
aaaent  thereto.    And  theae  things  we  promlae  to  testify  npon  onr  Ooipocall 
If  at  any  time  we  ahall  be  called  therennto.    In  witneaa  whereof,  we  have  hot' 
onto  aet  onr  handa,  In  the  city  of  New  York,  thia  twenty-eighth  day  «C 
in  the  Year  of  onr  Lord  one  tlionaand  aeyen  hundred  and  forty-eiz. 

Ji 


—  Berrlan'a  Hlatory  of  Trinity  Ghareh,  New  Tock.    pp.  TIL  lib  1t> 

Tannoir  aoainst  a  Pretbndxd  Luthsbait  MnnsrsBy  Jon 

LoDwioK  HoPGOED.    (OcT.  29,  174e,) 


To  hla  Excellency  George  Clinton  Baq.  Captain  General  and  Oovefaaor  hi  CIM 
of  tiie  Colony  of  New  York  and  the  Territonea  thereon  Depeodlng  in  AaMriea  ait 
Vice  Admiral  of  the  aame  etc. 

In  OoandL 

The  humble  petition  of  Michael  Christian  Knoll  Minister  and  the  Elders  and 
Deacons  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  the  City  of  New  York  Sheweth 

i^nto  Your  Excellency 

That  your  Excellency  in  Council  on  the  Thirtyeth  Day  of  May  Last  were 
-Graciously  pleased  od  a  formerpetition  presented  by  your  petltionera  to  or^  sad 
direct  that  one  John  Lodwick  Hofgoed  who  has  taken  upon  him  to  be  a  Lotherta 
Minister  Should  not  Exercise  any  Ministerial  ff unction  within  thia  prorince  wltb- 
ont  a  Lycence  first  obtained  from  Your  Excellency  for  that  purpose,  a  Copy  sf 
which  order  Your  petitioners  Beekman,  Petterson  and  Wolf  did  on  the  Erenlns  of 
the  Same  Day  Serve  on  the  said  John  Lodwick  Hofgoed  and  were  In  Great  hopes  t 
Due  obedience  and  Regard  would  have  been  paid  to  the  same  but  Contrary  to  yoar 
petitioners  expectations  and  in  Contempt  and  Disobedience  of  Yonr  BzeeUeacTS 
Order  in  Council  he  the  said  John  Lodwick  Hofgoed  Still  persists  in  Exerdstac  t 
ministerial  function  and  Since  the  Service  of  the  said  order  on  him  haa  Baptised 
•one  Child  and  on  Sunday  Last  and  once  before  has  administered  the  Sacrameat 
of  the  Lords  Supper  to  Sundry  persons  here  and  insists  he  haa  a  Right  so  to  do 
Notwithstanding  xour  Excellencys  order  to  the  Contraiy  and  although  the  said 
John  Lodwick  Hofgoed  pretends  he  was  silenced  at  Ingershim  for  preaching  againft 

Ropery  Yet  Your  petitioners  are  Well  assured  the  said  John  Lodwick  Hoffoed 
fever  was  in  holy  orders  but  is  a  meer  Laick  and  Imposter  If  not  an  Bmissarr 
from  the  Enemies  of  the  Reformed  Religion  as  Will  appear  hr  the  Certiiicttea 
and  affidavits  hereunto  annexed  Wherefore  Yonr  petitioners  moat  humbly  pray  Tear 
Excellency  in  Council  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  Interpose  In  this  Behalf  aad 
Suppreaa  the  further  proceedings  of  the  said  John  Lodwick  Hofgoed  by  auch  Wiji 
and  Means  as  your  Excellency  in  Conncill  shall  think  fit  and  proper  to  be  Done. 
And  your  petitioners  aa  in  Dnty  bonnd  ahall  Ever  pray  etc 
Jacobvs  Van  Byskerk  Michael  Chriatlan  Knoll,  Mlnlater 

George  Petterson  Charel  Beckman 

Johann  David  M'olff  Laurenoa  Van  Boskerck. 

New  York,  October  29th.  1746b 
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Translatioiu 

P  an  Attestation  from  J.  P.  Rossler  Oonsistorial  Secretary  at 

ratgerd  the  Principality  of  the  Dutchy  of  Wurtenbergh,  to  the 

3v.  Minister  Samuel  Urlsperger  at  Augsburgh  in  Germany;  Also 

Translation  of  an  Attestation  of  the  said  Samuel  Urlesperger. 

4s  ^wen  at  great  Infferaheim,  as  also  in  the  whole  Goontrey  of  this  Dakedom* 
ere  neTer  was  a  Person  or  Minister  in  an  Office  whose  name  was  called  Hoffiroot. 

J.  P.  Rossler. 

And  his  Excellence  the  priry  Councellor  Oeorgy  at  Stntgard,  has  given  me  also 
«  following  account: — 

I  bmre  heen  inqniring  at  the  Ducal  Consistory  about  the  Person  Hoffgoot  who 
retcnded  to  hare  been  a  Lutheran   Minister  at  Ingersheim  and  dismissed,   but 

•oon  was  informed  that  there  never  had  been  either  at  Ingersheim  or  else- 
here  in  the  Countrey  a  Man  of  that  Name  in  a  Pastoral  Office;  Besides  it  is 
lell  known  to  me  that  nerer  any  Minister  here  has  been  deposed  about  such  a 
retended  Cause  (of  Preaching  against  Popery)  I  think  this  Man  Hoflgood  as  he 
alls  himself,  is  certainly  an  Imposter. 

Tliat  the  first  short  attestation  of  J.  P.  Rossler  Consistorial  Secretary  Is  eer- 
alnly  his  own  hand  writing,  and  the  second  an  Extract  of  the  Privy  Councellor's 
setter  to  me,  &  by  me  word  by  word  faithfully  copied  I  certify  with  my  own 
mud  and  seal  (Seal)  Samuel  Urlesperger  Senior  of  the  Lutheran  Ministry,  it 
*astor  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Anna.    Augsburg  the  5th  of  August  1745. 

Translation. 

3f  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Gotthilf  August  Francke  of  Halle 
in  Saxony  Thaeolae  Doctor,  and  Member  of  the  Society  for  pro- 
moting Christian  Knowle(ige  to  the  German  Lutheran  Congrega- 
tion at  Philadelphia  &  elsewhere  in  Pennsylvania. 

As  to  the  last  I  will  give  you  my  hearty  advice  and  warning,  not  to  Trust  any  one 
irho  comes  running  of  himself,  you  hare  had  the  experience  hitherto  how  often 
roa  hare  been  deceived  by  such  People,  Nothing  is  more  certain  as  that  such 
lort  of  Hen,  who  come  without  a  call,  endeavour  only  for  to  invade  on  an  ofllce 
)f  a  Minister,  for  their  own  sakes,  &  which  either  for  their  scandalous  lives 
n  0«rmany  have  been  deposed  or  have  been  found  unfltt  for  the  trust  of  a 
alnister's  office  etc.    Halle  the  25th  of  April  1744. 

Translation. 

Df  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Friederigh  Michael  Ziegenhagen 
Member  of  the  Society  for  promoting  Christian  knowledge,  (& 
Chaplain  in  ordinary  to  the  King)  to  the  German  Lutheran  Con- 
gregations at  Philadelphia  &  elsewhere  in  Pennsylvania. 

Further  my  Friends,  pray  do  not  allow  some  Persons  who  pretend  to  be 
Preachers,  though  are  not  lawfully  sent,  but  through  their  own  conceit  &  election 
are  running  from  one  Country  to  another,  only  to  Intrude  themselves  into  a  Con- 
gregation for  their  bodily  maintenance,  and  when  obtained  cause  dlvldings  ft  other 
Evil;  Bot  that  you  are  readily  disposed  to  help  and  assist  your  rightfull  Ministers 
by  whleh  means  all  disorder,  trouble  ft  dlvldings  of  the  mlnda  will  be  vteT«ntAl« 
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and  If  radi  a  «m  alMrald  ba^t  aroat 

dlsmlaaad.    For  the  admonttloa  aad  advlea  of  BL  lota  tm  Ma 

4th  (whore  he  wrltea  thiia,  Belored  boUoro  mat  ovoiy  WgUUt, 

whether  thej  are  of  God)  ought  to  be  the  Ooneen  of 

The  reaaon  whj  each  a  Trjal  be  renr  aooeoaarj  !■  8t.  John 

many  falae  Piopheta  are  sone  oot  lato  the  World  who  yiotaaj  to  bt  ?MM  i1 

Beat  from  Qod,  tho*  they  are  not,  and  andi  Piaachara  aaaj  4a  gant  ^MHrflil 

other  Boala  if  they  do  not  look  out,  and  are  apon  thoir  soard;  ma  AitUi^  ar 

belOTed,  70a  will  remember  the  more  In  jronr  hearta,  boeaoaa  yoa  know  sworim 

the  Conntry  *  reepectlre  placea  wherein  70a  dwoU  are  firaqaaatad  eaeiikli 

aadi  Bdilamatlcka  *  falae  Propheta  etc 

rxtedatfltli  lOckael  Wtgrabiff*. 
Kenalngton  the  18th  of  Sept..  1744. 

PhUadelphU  aa.    Chriattan  Omaaold  of  the  Otty  ^  PfcWadelpMa  la  the  Ffen- 
Ince  of  PenneylTanla  Tradeaman  and  the  Bar.  Peter  BmnlMltB  Oluh  lllaMtt  tf 
the  German   Lutheran  Congretatlona  In   Phlladelptala   afloraaald  ft  GciBHaliat 
came  before  me  William  Allen  Baq..  one  of  hla  llajeatte^a  Joatleaa  of  the  tan 
for  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia  aforeaald  aad   BavafaHy  made  OMk 
on  the  holy  Byangellata  to  the  purport  and  effect  foUowlng  fthat  la  ta  au)  Va 
aald  Ohrlatian  Gmaaold  aalth  that  he  U  by  birth  a  Genaaa.  aad  that  he  lai 
employed  to  tranalate  aome  atteotatlona  it  Bitracta  oot  <tf  twa  Jjtnm%  WA 
aald  atteatatlona  ft  Bxtracta  being  now  produced  onto  Un*  he  aalth.  that  Ihi 
foregoing  Writing  on  the  other  aide  of    thla  Paper  la  a  tma  traMlatta 
0«t  of  the  high  German  langaage  accordlag  to  the  boat  of  Ua  iklll  ft 
The  other  Dept.  Peter  Bnmnholta  aalth  that  he  recelTod  ft  braagh 
original  Letters  (Oo  in  part  tranalated  by  the  aald   GhrtatlaB 
Friederigh  Michael  Zlegenhagen  mentioned  la  the  foregolnc  WiHIvg^  that  W  ftt 
beat  of  his  knowledge  ft  belief  the  aald  foregoing  Writing  la  a  tiaa 
of  the  laid  attcetationi  ft  of  the  Bztracts  out  of  the  aald  Lettaia. 
aalth  that  he  knowa  and  la  well  acquainted  with  the  raapccttva 
of  Samuel  Urieaperger  (alio  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  Wrtttag)  aa  alee  ef  tkt 
aald  Gotthllf  Aagust   Francke  and  Friederigh  BClchael  Zlegenhagen.  ft  the  all 
original  AtteBtations  (of  which  the  foregoing  attestations  are  a  translation)  bHof 
produced  unto  him,  he  saith  that  he  yerily  believes  the  name  Samuel  Urlespensw 
subscribed  thereto  is  the  proper  hand  writing  of  the  said  Samuel  Urlesperger.   And 
the  two  original  Letters  (of  which  the  Extracts  beforementloned  are  la  pert  t 
translation)   being  also  produced  to  the  said   Dept.   he  saJth  that   he  rttUj  be- 
Ueyes  the  names  Gotthilf  August   Francke,  and  Friederigh   Michael  ZlegeBkaivs 
respectively  subscribed  to  the  said  Letters  are  the  respective  proper  hand  writiip 
of  the  said  Gotthilf  August  Francke  ft  Friederigh  Michael  Zlegenhagen. 

Peter  Brunholts 
Christian  Gnapold. 

Sworn  before  me  the  28th  Day  of 

August  174&     Will  Allen,  K»corder. 

—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  T.  Vol  111.  pp.  58»-59t 

Missions  Among  the  Mohawks. 

Eev.  Henry  Barclay  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel, 

Dec-  2, 1746. 

Extract. 

About  the  middle  of  November,  1745,  the  French  Indians  came  to  an  op«D 
rupture  with  us,  and  with  a  pariy  of  French,  fell  upon  a  frontier  settlement,* 
which  they  laid  in  ashes,  and  made  most  of  the  inhabitants,  to  the  number  of 
about  one  hundred,  prisoners;  ever  since  which  time,  they  have  kept  ai  is  t 
continual  alarm  by  skulking  parties  who  frequently  murdered  and  carried  off  tbe 
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iBhabltants,  treating  them  In  the  moet  inhuman  and  barbarona  manner; 
<whlch  meana  the  lately  popnloua  and  flonriahlng  county  of  Albany  ia  become 
m  'Wfldemeaa,  and  nnmbera  of  people,  who  were  possessed  of  good  estates,  are 
vedueed  to  poverty.  In  the  meantime  onr  Indians  could  not  be  prevailed  upon 
to  enter  Into  the  war,  but  hare  deceived  us  with  fair  promises  from  time  to  time, 
whilst  we  were  convinced,  by  undeniable  proofs,  that  they  kept  up  a  correspond- 
ence with  the  enemy." 

—  Quoted  by  Dix,  L  230. 

Trinity  Chuech,  New  York. 

The  Vestry  of  Trinity  Church  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the 

Gospel,  Dec.  5, 1746. 

New  York,  December  S,  174<X. 

Reverend  Sir: — We,  the  Church  Wardens  and  Vestry  of  Trinity  Church  in  the 
dty  of  New  York,  begg  leave  to  acquaint  the  Honourable  Society,  that  it  hath 
pleased  Almighty  God  to  take  unto  himself  the  Rev.  Mr.  Vesey,  our  late  worthy 
Rector,  by  whose  death  the  Church  Wardens,  under  his  Inspection  as  Commissary, 
liare  sustained  a  considerable,  and  our  own  an  almost  irreparable  loss.  And  we 
baye  made  choice  of  the  Rer.  Mr.  Barclay  to  succeed  him,  we  hope  our  proceeding 
therein  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  that  Venerable  Body,  we  having  endearoured  to 
set  upon  this  important  occasion  with  all  the  care  and  precaution  becoming  so 
welffhty  an  affair.  And  although  we  have  a  great  esteem  for  Mr.  Barclay,  and  were 
sit  sstiafled,  with  his  qualifications  in  all  respects,  yet  we  should  not  have  presumed 
to  make  any  adrances  for  his  removall,  had  we  not  been  well  satisfied  of  the  many 
and  great  discouragements  he  hath  mett  with  in  his  mission  since  the  war  with 
France,  which  rendered  his  best  endearours  fruitless,  and  the  safety  of  his  person 
precarious  among  the  savages  in  the  Mohawks'  Country,  at  least  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war;  which,  with  what  further  accounts  he  shall  give  the  Honour- 
able Society  about  this  matter,  we  trust  will  be  satisfactory,  and  Justlfie  his 
conduct  and  removall  from  the  seat  of  War,  and  a  country  greatly  deserted  by 
the  Inhabitants,  and  almost  laid  waste  by  Barbarians. 

Reverend  Sir,  we  begg  our  humble  duty  may  be  presented  to  the  Honourable  So- 
ciety, and  that  you  will,  upon  all  occasions,  be  pleased  to  interpose  your  good  offices 
for  the  continuance  of  their  favour  and  bounty  towards  us,  which,  by  the  blessing 
of  God,  and  the  care  and  diligence  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Charlton,  their  Catechist,  prove 
successfull,  and  greatly  tend  to  promote  their  pious  designs  to  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  Interest  of  our  Holy  Church  and  Religion  in  this  populous  city,  amidst  the 
many  different  sects  and  persuasions  of  Its  inhabitants.  So  heartily  recommending 
the  Honourable  Society  to  the  favour  and  protection  of  Almighty  God,  and  pray- 
ing for  their  health  and  happiness,  we  remain,  with  the  greatest  regard,  both 
their  and  Your  Most  obedient  humble  servants. 

Which  letters  were  approved  off,  and  signed  by  this  Board. 

—  Berrian's  History  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York.    pp.  88,  89. 

Trinity  Church,  Kew  York. 

The  Vestry  of  Trinity  Church  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  Dec. 

6,  1746. 

New  York,  December  0,  1748. 

My  Lord:  We,  the  Church  Wardens  and  Vestry  of  Trinity  Church,  under  the 
greateat  concern,  beg  leave  to  acquaint  Your  Lordship,  that  it  hath  pleased  God 
to  take  unto  himself  the  Reverend  Mr.  Vesey,  Your  Lordship's  Commissary,  and 
our  falthfull  pastor,  by  whose  death  the  churches  in  general  over  which,  by  your 
Lordahlp'a  favor,  he  had  the  Inspection,  have  sustained  a  very  great,  and  our 
own  In  particular,  an  almost  Irreparable  loss;  tho*,  by  the  bleasing  of  Mmtchtf 
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God  upon  hit  ploni  endearon  and  unwearied  dlUsenee  for  the  tpaee  if  Mar  Iftr 
years  iwst,  he  had  the  inward  pleasure  of  leaying  In  peace  and  geod  eider  •■ 
of  the  largest  and  finest  churches  in  America,  with  a  considerable  congrtt»thit 
who,  almost  with  one  Tolce,  named  the  Ber.  Mr.  Barclay  to  soccced  Mr.  Yeaey  u 
Kector.    And  although  we  were  satisfied  of  his  qualifications  In  all  respects,  yet, 
as  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  Honourable  Society,  and  had  been  Instmmentin  ta 
doing  a  vast  deal  of  the  good  among  the  Heathen,  we  should  not,  upon  any  tcnit 
have  presumed  to  have  countenanced  the  calling  of  him,   had  we  not  been  scfl 
satisfied  that,  since  the  war  with   France,  he  had  met  with  Insnpportsble  dis- 
couragement, which  rendered  his  mission  and  l>est  endesTOors  fruitless,  as  wcU 
as   the   safety  of  his  person  precarious  among  those  sara^es  In  the  Mohsvb' 
Country  —  which,    with   many  other  parts  of  the  County   of   Albany,   being  tkt 
frontiers  of  the  proTince,  is  now  deserted  by  the  Christian  Inhabitants,  and  aliMtt 
laid   waste   by   Barbarians  and   French;  all  which,   with   what   Mr.   Barclay  vlB 
have  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Lordship  upon  this  head,  we  humbly  hope 
will  be  sullicient,  in  Your  Lordship's  opinion  and  Judgment,   to  Jnstifle  oar  coi- 
duct  and  proceedings  upon  this  important  occasion;  and  that  Your  Lordship  (who 
by  Divine  Providence  is  appointed  the  great  shepherd  and  Bishop  of  these  Ameri- 
can Churches)  will  approve  of  our  choice,  and  give  us  leave  humbly  to  recomioend 
our  Kector  as  a  Gentleman,  worthy  of  Your  Lordship's  farour  and  counteossce; 
And  that  Your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  continue  your  patemaU  care  and  soq4 
olttces  to   our   Infant   Church,   which   we   shall  always  endearor  to   merltt.  sad 
remain  with  the  most  profound  respect.  My  Lord,  Your  Lordship's  much  obUscd, 
and  most  obedient  humble  servants. 

—  Berrian's  History  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York,  pp.  67,  & 

GovEBNOB  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Kewgastue.    Dxo.  9, 1744. 

Kev.  Heniy  Barclay. 


When  in  consequence  of  my  treaty  with  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  I  had  sent 
out  several  partys  to  harrass  the  French  In  Canada  and  to  make  reprizals  f>r 
the  barbarltys  committed  on  our  frontiers,  one  of  these  partyes,  which  brooght 
up  eight  prisoners  and  four  scalps  from  within  a  few  leagues  of  Montreal,  think 
ing  this  a  proper  occasion  to  have  their  complaint  heard,  came  two  hundred  mllt^ 
from  their  own  habitations  to  present  a  petition  to  me,  against  Philip  Llvinertot 
tSecretary]  for  Indian  Affairs  and  Henry  Barclay  their  late  Minister  now  Rector 
of  the   Church   in   this   place 

To  the  Honourable  Uis  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq.,  Captain  General  t&d 
Governour  In  Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  Territories  thereon  de- 
pending in  America,  Vice  Admlrall  of  the  same,  and  Vice  Admiral!  of  Hli 
Majesty's  Fleet  of  the  Red  Squadron. 

The  Petition  of  Some  Mohawk  Warriors  In  behalf  of  themselves  and  their 
Brethren  of  the  Mohawks  and  Conojohary  Castle. 

ITumbly  Sheweth: — That  whereas  some  years  past  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  BarcUr 
did  officiate  among  us  as  a  Teacher  of  the  gospell  and  did  dayly  preach  good  thinf^ 
to  us  the  Mohawks;  we  in  relation  for  his  singular  service  did  make  him  a  preM^nt 
of  a  spot  of  land  very  conveniently  situated  near  the  garrison,  with  intent  nev(?r- 
theless  that  the  said  piece  of  land  should  be  and  remain  to  the  said  Mr.  Barclay 
during  his  being  our  Teacher,  that  ceasing,  the  said  land  to  go  to  the  next 
Minister  that  should  come  In  his  room,  and  so  on  from  one  to  the  other.  Bat  to 
our  sorrow  we  find  that  Mr.  Barclay  has  not  only  left  us,  for  the  love  of  money, 
but  still  claimed  the  said  land  as  bis  particular  property,  directly  contrary  to  the 
meaning  and  intent  of  us  the  Donors.  Wherefore  in  this  point  we  do  earnestly 
first  beg  remedy  In  the  premises  by  some  ways  or  means  to  nave  that  land  settled 
for  a  Minister  for  the  time  being,  the  building  thereon  erected"  by  Mr.  Barcklay 
to  be  appraiKcd  and  payd  and  another  Teacher  to  be  procured  to  us  with  all 
speed,  and  that  no  person  whatsoever  be  admitted  to  buy  one  foot  of  our  Flitt.^ 
either  at  the  Mohawks  or  Canojohary  from  us.  Then  shall  we  see  that  you  are  In- 
tended to  keep  us  clear  and  be  convinced  that  our  Brother  highly  loveth  us.  We 
shall  not  be  wanting  on  our  parts,  as  we  have  now  lately  done  to  ahew  our  regard 
love  and  friendship  we  have  tor  our  sovereign  King  George  and  all   his  subjects 


— ^'ttV  'q.nax..  '^^  ^.  vu  '^,  lak,  >B^v  t:^ 
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Classis  of  Amsterdaic 

Correspondence  from  America. 

EleT8»  Da  Bois  and  Bitzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Deo* 

19,  1746.— No.  13. 

Portfolio  "  New  York ",  Vol.  i.     Extracts,  xxiii.  58-59. 

Addressed : — 

Very  Eev.,  Learned,  Godly  Sirs,  constituting  the  Very  Rev. 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  at  Amsterdam. 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  25th  of  September,  1746. 

flev.  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ:  Inasmuch  as  we, 
as  members  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  in  this  country,  and 
especially  as  office-bearers  in  the  same,  are  in  duty  bound,  so  far 
as  we  are  able,  to  care  for  their  welfare;  therefore  when  called 
upon,  can  we  the  less  excuse  ourselves  from  offering  aid  and 
assistance  to  those  who  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  such  help. 

Such  a  case  has  now  come  fresh  to  our  hands  from  the  Church 
of  Khinebeck,  a  little  village  lying  over  against  Kingston,  where 
Rev.  Weiss  has  been  minister.  By  his  departure  to  Pennsylvania, 
the  Church  is  left  without  a  minister,  and  without  the  observance 
of  public  worship.  It  has,  however,  heard  of  a  student  named 
Johannes  Leydt,  who,  for  some  years  has  pursued  his  studies 
under  different  ministers.  Now,  for  a  year  and  a  half,  he  has 
been  instructed  under  our  supervision,  not  to  speak  of  what  he 
has  already  accomplished  in  the  original  languages  of  Scripture, 
and  in  the  systems  of  Profs.  Vitringa  and  Gerdes.  The  good 
reports  concerning  this  young  man,  who  is  now  about  twenty 
eight  years  of  age,  moved  many  to  go  and  hear  him,  to  judge  of 
his  gifts.  The  same  reports  were  repeated  as  to  the  general  satis- 
faction of  the  Church.  It  also  became  clear  to  us  from  their  sub- 
scription and  from  the  authority  they  sent  us  to  take  action  in  the 
matter,  that  they  desired,  not  only  to  have  him  for  their  lawful 
minister^  but  even  to  have  the  benefit  of  his  services  as  a  student 
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aad  a  Beader  at  once,  until,  in  some  way,  the  opportmuty  sigbt  I 
offer  tor  t]ie  Ber.  Classis  to  give  liim  the  lawful  aothontr  te  1 


Having  receiTed  this  regueat  from  them,  we  gave  it  rnttim  I 
conaideratioii,  and  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  we  could  certaiol; 
fiudlKt  reason  for  refusing  such  a  unanimoua  desire.  On  the  ma- 
tnu7,  we  thought  that  such  a  pious  aim  should  be  furthered  witi 
all  possihle  zeal;  especially  since  experience  teaches  us  how  earih 
dieseiudmiB  may  enter  into  a  cliurch  here,  and  where  thej  bve 
entered,  how  hard  it  is  to  henl  them. 

We  informed  them,  therefore,  that  we  could  see  no  ohjection 
whatever  to  hia  (^ciating  in  such  capacity  temporarily,  and  thit 
we  would  present  their  request  in  their  name  to  the  Rev.  Cla^. 
This  we  herehy  do,  and  in  this  form :  Tliat  the  Rev.  Clasaia  nomi- 
nate the  ministers  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  here,  who  »re 
is  ^mpathy  with  the  Coetus,  or  at  least  two  or  three  of  the  minii- 
ten,  to  conduct  the  ordination  examination  in  the  Bame  tf  As 
Qaesis.  To  convince  the  Rev.  Classis,  in  a  measure,  of  the  neces- 
sity of  this  request  we  give  the  following  reasons: 

1.  Because  the  Church  of  Rhinebeck  is  weak,  and  not  in  a  con- 
dition, without  a  great  sacrifice  of  its  temporal  well-being,  to  bear 
the  heavy  expenses  of  calling  a  minister  from  Holland,  espeeialh 
in  these  war-times.  At  the  most,  they  can  raise  but  fifty  or  sixty 
pounds  for  yearly  support;  but  on  this  account,  one  would  hardly 
be  inclined  to  come  over  to  them,    (from  Holland). 

2,  Because  experience  teaches  us,  since  the  salary  here  i» 
raised  by  the  voluntary  gifts  of  the  adherents  of  the  Church,  thit 
when  a  minister  has  been  obtained  from  the  Fatherland  who  does 
not  give  very  good  satisfaction,  immediately  disaffected  persoM 
rise  up  and  refuse  to  give  their  proportion.  This  caoses  the  Oon- 
eistoiy  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  in  order  to  make  up  the  amonnt 
Against  such  disturbances,  which  over  here  causo  the  ruination  of 
our  churches,  the  churches  are  best  protected  bj  their  making  a 
free  choice. 
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3.  Because  experience  teaches  us  again,  that  some  of  those  who 
come  out  of  the  Fatherland,  promise  to  themselves  mountains  of 
gold  over  here,  and  find  themselves  greatly  disappointed  in  their 
expectations.  And  such  as  these  do  not  adapt  themselves  very 
well  to  the  dispensation  which  Divine  Providence  appoints  thenu 
This  also  sometimes^  creates  not  a  little  disaffection. 

4.  Because  we  can  say  with  all  freedom  in  regard  to  this  yoimg 
man,  that  he  is  so  far  advanced  that  he  can  understand  a  Latin 
author,  can  help  himself  with  Hebrew  and  Greek,  and  is  reason- 
ably well-versed  in  theology.  In  his  walk  and  conversation  he  is 
an  example  in  godliness  to  others.  He  is  humble  and  meek  in 
spirit,  so  that  he  can  bear  with  evils.  This  is  something  which 
here  as  well  as  elsewhere,  is  requisite  above  all  things. 

These  are  the  things,  Kev.  Fathers  and  Brethem  in  Christ, 
which  have  had  such  weight  with  us,  that  we  could  not  do  other- 
wise than  we  have  done,  if  we  would  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
Church  over  here.  We  are  obliged,  in  this  case  at  least,  to  act 
thus,  submitting  ourselves,  of  course,  to  your  Kevs.  wise  and  pru- 
dent judgement. 

Indeed  we  are  of  the  opinion  that,  if  we  only  had  capable  per- 
sons, this  course  should  be  followed  more  generally  here  in  the 
country  districts.  For  here  and  there,  scattered  in  the  woods, 
are  little  companies  of  settlers,  consisting  of  ten,  twenty  or  more 
families.  These,  if  they  are  not  to  grow  wild  altogether,  living, 
as  they  do  but  little  better  than  heathen,  ought  to  have  a  religious 
leader.  For  such  a  one,  they  would  be  willing  to  make  up  a  small 
support,  and  thus,  in  course  of  time,  they  might  become  flourish- 
ing chiirches.  Of  such  examples  we  have  been  ourselves  eye-wit- 
nesses. Without  just  now  mentioning  particular  instances  we 
could  perhaps  enumerate  twenty  or  thirty  cases  in  New  York  and 
New  Jersey. 

We  felt  ourselves  in  duty  bound  to  write  your  Kevs.  these 
things.  And  what  we  write  we  could  even  now  substantiate  in 
majDijr  ways;  inasmuch  as  his  Rev.  is  quietly  caxiyiw^  otv.  ^  ^^"^ 


which  is  blest  of  heaven,  and  gives  aatisfaction  to  the  people.  Tiat 
one  particular,  however,  we  desire  to  mention:  His  Rev.  coming 
down  to  town,  told  ub  of  a  neighborhood,  called  "  The  SeTen 
Partners  ",  where  his  services  are  also  wanted.  By  general  a^iw- 
ment,  if  the  people  of  Ilhinebeck  would  consent,  they  woiilJ 
build  B  church  for  hini  to  preach  id,  notwithstanding  the  <ii£Laoe 
is  about  four  hours  on  foot. 

With  our  greetings  and  best  wishes  for  your  Reva.  j^jtae 
families  and  heavy  ministerial  labors  for  ihe  extension  and  ti|" 
building  of  Christ's  Kingdom,  we  sign  ourselves,  once  again,  Bitf- 
Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ,  with  much  respect, 

Tour  Kevs.  Obedient  Servanta  and  Brethren, 
G.  Du  Bois, 
Job.  Ritzema,  V.  D.  M.  Kew  YvA. 

NewYork,  Dec.  19,  1746.*    No.  13. 

CnDBCH  OF  New  York. 

New    Xork,    Drt.    If.   1T4C 

ConslMorT  beld.    After  ciUIdk  od  Qoi't  name,   tbe   fact   w>a  couldfrad  tku 

Uc.   Isaac  tItoDtenberg,   bad   from  alckneaa  laid  aalde  tbp  oSIm  of  dtrk  wkM 

bad  been  proTlilanallr  conferred  npoQ  blm,  and  hli  brotber  Jacobna  had  for  nat 

time  andertaken   It.    NeTeltbetPH,   the  action  af  the   CoiulBtory   mu  nqauM 

Keaolved,  That  the  otSce  shaU  be  conferred  on  him  aa  formerly,  only  ia«tW<a- 
ally;  and  onlr  lor  anch  a  length  of  time  ■■  the  ConaUtorr  aball  deem  tTOfrr; 
provided,  that  he,  while  enJOTlng  the  prodti,  ahall  allow  another  to  (crre  In  lit 
place  when  the  Conalatorj  ho  orders. 

KesolTed.  That  beildel  what  Mr,  Hnjbert  Van  Wagenen  recelvea  tor  the  Id- 
■traction  o(  poor  cblldren,  ten  pounda  New  York  carrencj  aball  be  paid  to  Um  for 
one  Tear,  on  (he  condition  that  when  the  Conalriorjr  lo  orders,  he  aball  lel  ■■ 
chorlater.  allemntelj  In  the  Old  Chorcb  and  the  New.  If  this  shsll  proTe  ntli- 
factorr,   the  Cooilstory  will  take  fnrther  Bcdon. 

UeaolTed,  That  Mr.  Jan  Van  Aarnuam,  clerk  Id  the  New  Chnrcb.  be  lafonori. 
that,  although  retaining  tali  uanal  salarr  and  proflta,  be  ihall  allow  idj  oof 
whom  the  Conslstorj  approTei,  to  serve  In  bis  place. 

It  was  ordered,  that  the  president  tor  the  time  being,  shall  In  bla  on  boiM 
In  the  preeence  of  elder  Bancker,  make  known  tbla  acUoD  to  all  these  Ikit* 
partlea.  This  baring  been  done,  ther  eipreased  their  aatisfactlOD  therewith.  Ud 
their  porpoae,   with  the  Lord's  help,   to  conform  to  It. 

Br  the  antborit;  of  Ihe  Conslstorj,  this  2ad  dar  of  Uarcb,  1T4T,  all  tU)  vu 
recorded  In  the  Church  Book  by  me 

Henrlcns    Boel,   p.  t.   Presldest 

*  From  tha  heading  tiUa  maj  be  the  same  ai  a  tatter  datad  SeptMBfasr  11  IT« 
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Acts  of  thb  Ciassis  of  Amstbbdaic 

A  Letter  from  New  York. 

1747,  Jan.  9th.  Art  4.  A  letter  addressed  to  tluft  Assembly 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Bev.  Deputies  ad  res  Extents,  to 
report  on  it  to  the  Assembly  subsequently,    xii.  121. 

The  case  of  Qoetschius, and  several  letters  bearing  thereon. 

1747,  Jan.  9th.  Art  5.  The  Rev.  Deputies,  together  with  the 
other  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  on  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Goets- 
chius,  rendered  a  report  of  their  doings,  and  submitted  there- 
with their  suggestions,  (pre-advice),  as  to  the  best  course  to  pursue 
in  this  matter.  This  pre-advice  is  to  be  found  word  for  word  in 
the  Acta  of  the  Deputies.  Their  report  was  unanimously  ap- 
proved by  the  Assembly,  with  their  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  of 
this  committee.  In  this  connection,  there  were  also  communi- 
cated to  the  Assembly  several  letters,  which  the  Rev.  Deputies 
should  forward  as  follows:  to  the  committee  at  New  York;  to 
Rev.  John  Henry  Goetschius;  to  the  church  of  Queens  County, 
(Long  Island) ;  and  to  Rev.  Ritsema.  Their  design  was  to  exhort 
all  these  several  parties  to  peace;  and  at  the  same  time  to  serve 
for  instructions  how  they  were  to  deal  with  Rev.  Goetschius. 
They  were  also  to  aim  at  this,  namely  that  a  Classis  (Coetus?) 
should  be  inaugurated  and  established  among  the  churches  in  that 
land.  The  contents  of  all  these  letters  were  approved  by  the  As- 
sembly, and  the  Messrs.  Deputies  were  thanked.    xiL  121. 

Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     Jan.  9th,  1747.     (Other  end  of  Vol. 

xxiii.  45.) 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  Clasbls  on  the  Goetschius  case* 

Extra  session  on  the  same  day. 

Th»  Dcpntatl,  haTln^  asked  the  Committee  of  the  Rev.  Classis  to  come  In* 
la  Acondance  witb  the  resolution  of  Classis  of  October  3,  (1746),  proceeded 
Gonloliitly  to  iiiTestlgate  the  case  of  Ooetschlni.  They  took  into  calm  consider- 
atiOB  ABi  with  all   carefulness,   all   the   documents   belonging   to   tVil«  %.tlti0vsV&% 
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aflCalr:  both  tlioM  brought  tn  acmlngt  Oottsehlos  bf  tho  GovBlttMk  Ob  tlift 
and  alio  thoot  oC  the  aforoMld  (OoetWhlus),  hanOod  Ib  Cor  feto  ioHMw;  |Hl|r  to 
this  eommlttoo^  Rurtly  ooiit  ortr  to  this  Ctaario  la  a  pifrata  way. 
found: 

A.  That  the  chief  aeenaatton  brought  la  agalnat   Qoetechla^ 
tempted  Immorality  with  a  certain  married  wonuuit   Annla 
with  It  no  proof,  eatlafactorj  In  all  partlealan,  waer4oii«  a4<i<ag  t* 
and  law,  the  aforeeald  conld  be  condemned.    Notwlthatandlng  than 
for  anzletjr,  whether  the  aforeeald  did  not,  by  too  femlllar  and 
co«ne  with  that  woman,  glye  occaelon  and  groond  Cor  eiTll 
aleo  Goetachlna  hlmeelf  has  not  been  dUdncllned  to  copCeai  la  btai  lattv  totti< 
ClasHa. 

B.  That  among  the  other  accosatlons  agalnat  hlai.  there  mg% 
ones,  which  are  eomewhat  far-fetched,  and  not  of  rtry  great  Impefftaaee;  jrt 
most  of  them  famish  a  conylndng  erldence  of  the  ezcaediac 
passlonateness  of  the  aforesaid.  Of  this  also,  he  has  made  aoou 
hss  asked  pardon  of  the  Committee  In  that  land,  and  aomewhat  more  W^  tf 
OS,  In  his  letter  to  this  Bey.  Classls;  with  snbmlssloa  <tf  himilf  ta  the  Jalr 
meat  of  this  Ber.  Bodj,  and  to  the  Formnlae  of  the  Choreh  Ot^gt  eC  tfeft 
Motherland  churches,  Instltated  at  the  National  Synod  of  Dordrecht. 

After  thia  examination  of  docoments  the  Committee  ad  eaoaam  hate  mri- 
OMmsly  drawn  up  this  resolution,  to  serre  this  Ber.  iaesmbly  bf  way  eC  p» 
adTlce. 

A.  That  the  members  constituting  the  Committee^  who  served  la  the  ca«  tf 
Ooetschlus  at  New  York,  should  be  thanked  for  the  palna  they  ba^e  taksa  hi  fUi 
▼ezatloas  ease,  and  for  the  good  order  In  which  they  haTo  tianaariitted  te  «^  Is 
writlag  what  was  transacted;  and  that  they  be  exhorted  to  eoatrUmte  aU  la  tb* 
power  to  the  suppression  of  all ,  unrestfulness,  and  for  the  reetoraUsa  eC  tit 
peace  In  that  disturbed  congregation,  as  well  as  on  the  whole  lalaad;  and  thi^ 
aa  a  meaaa  thereto,  there  should  be  urged  the  speedy  orgaalsatloa  ef  a  Omtm  m 
Conyentus,  at  which  all  ecclesiastical  affairs,  and  all  dlspateo  that  axlae,  asy  It 
dealt  with,  with  their  ultimate  submission  to  the  Judgment  of  this  Gtasrfa 

B.  As  to  Key.  Goetschlus:  that  he  can  be,  and  shonid  be  regarded  la  do  other 
Quality  than  that  of  a  candidate,  (proponent),  and  that,  (Inasmach  as.  In  cor  opin- 
ion, he  cannot,  at  any  rate,  perform  with  nsefnlness  and  edification,  the  ofBce  of  • 
minister  In  the  churches  of  Queens  County,  on  account  of  the  all  too  hlghly-exelt«d 
party-splrlt,  and  the  reciprocal  bitterness  there  existing,  he  ought  to  be  pot  la 
a  position  subject  to  a  call,  and  serve  any  church  which  may  desire  his  ministry; 
inusmuch  as  there  are  so  many  yacant  churches  in  that  land.  But  that  the  aftwe- 
said,  when  he  has  been  lawfully  called  by  some  church,  must  first  onderfo  t 
final  (peremptory)  examination  before  the  Coetus,  or  a  committee  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  In  order  thus  to  be  lawfully  qualified  nomine  hnjus  Giasals:  that 
subsequently,  after  his  previous  signing  of  the  Formulae  of  Concord,  and  promlK 
of  subjection  to  the  Coetus,  and  to  this  Rev.  Classls,  he  shall  be  ordained)  wltb 
the  laying  on  of  hands  by  one  or  more  of  the  neighboring  ministers,  or  to  tbose 
thereto  nominated  by  the  Coetus.  Further:  that  the  aforesaid  Goetschlos  onskt 
to  be  earnestly  admonished  to  conduct  liimself,  hereafter,  prudently  and  peace- 
fnlly  and  edifyingly  in  all  things,  as  becomes  an  overseer  of  God's  cbnrch;  sod 
by  submission  to  this  resolution,  to  show  by  deeds  that  his  professions  wefe 
sincere,  and  that  all  this  must  be  made  known  to  him  by  a  letter. 

C.  Ttiat  the  letter  of  Rev.  Rltzema,  also  signed  by  Rey.  Brickson,  haylof 
reference  to  the  aforesaid  case,  ought  to  be  answered.  It  is  also  submitted  foi 
consideration,  whether  a  letter  should  not  be  written  to  the  churches  of  Qoeeoi 
County,  in  order  to  Inform  them  of  the  resolution  of  Classls,  with  earnest  admoni- 
tion to  peace;  and  stirring  them  up  to  look  out  for  a  capable,  pious  and  peace- 
loving  pastor,  in  order  that  when  he  has  been  lawfully  called,  he  may  be  properlj 
qualified  and  ordained  (consecrated)* 

Other  end  of  ToL  zxUL  45. 
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CuLssis  OF  Amstsbdau. 

'Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

riie  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Eev.  John  Ritzema,  Jan.  9,  1747. 

No.  43,  VoL  30,  page  69. 

To  the  Eev./  Godly  and  Learned  Mr.  J.  Eitzema,  faithful  minister 
of  the  Holy  Gbspel  in  the  Chiirch  of  Jesus  Christ  at  New  York. 

Eev.  and  Very-learned  Sir,  Esteemed  Brother : —  From  your  let- 
ter without  date,  signed  also  hy  Mr.  Erickzon,  we  learned  with  joy 
of  your  safe  arrival  in  that  country  as  early  as  October,  1744. 
The  confusions  and  divisions  on  Long  Island  cause  us,  not  less 
than  yourself,  sincere  regret  We  employ  every  means  to  quiet 
those  disturbances.  We  request  you  also,  to  assist  in  every  way 
in  your  power,  especially  by  the  speedy  institution  of  a  Coetus. 
Without  this  we  fear  that  peace  will  never  be  restored  and  the 
churches  utterly  fail  of  edification.  It  cheers  us  to  know  that 
peace  exists  in  the  city.  May  Gk)d  increase  it  and  establish  it, 
and  may  the  Church  be  built  up  and  the  consolations  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  be  multiplied.  We  trust  that  no  differences  may  spring 
up  through  the  baptism  of  children  in  private  houses,  to  the  foster- 
ing of  superstition,  and  contrary  to  the  practice  in  our  Nether- 
lands Churches.  We  have  heard  indirectly  concerning  this.  The 
introduction  of  novelties  easily  originates  confusions  and  divi- 
sions. These  may  appear  small  in  the  beginning^  but  when  they 
have  once  broken  out,  can  hardly  be  subdued.  Therefore  yourself 
and  everyone  ought  to  oppose  their  very  beginnings. 

As  touching  your  report  concerning  the  case  of  Qoetschius,  we 
doubt  not  you  have  acted  impartially,  and  that  your  love  of  peace 
has  impelled  you  to  inform  us  of  your  views  concerning  it.  We 
thank  you  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken,  and  we  bear  you  witness 
that  you  have  not  made  use  of  wholly  unfounded  reports.  But 
you  also  well  understand  that  when  a  case  has  been  referred  to  a 
Committee,  the  case  must  be  left  to  such  legally  authorized  body, 
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and  its  report  must  be  awaited.  We  cannot  give  heed  to  prhitB 
advices,  which  are  often  contradictory,  as  has  already  appeand 
in  this  delicate  case.  We  must  commend  the  Committee  bo  fin; 
in  that  they  have  transmitted  most  carefully  the  whole  case,  ui 
in  most  excellent  order,  with  all  the  dociunents  and  prooh  boA 
pro  and  con.  You  will  also  discover  that  we  hare  impartiallj  wd 
conscientiously,  according  to  our  best  ability,  so  decided  the  cue, 
that,  whatever  wishes  have  been  expressed  on  either  side,  we  trot 
that  all  parties  will  abide  by  our  decision. 

Finally,  we  wish  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  upon  your  penco, 
your  sacred  ministry,  and  your  family,  while  we  subscribe  ou^ 
selves  with  brotherly  esteem, 
Beverend,  Godly,  Very-learned  Sir  and  Brother,  your  well-wfc- 

ing  Servants  and  Brethren,  in  the  Name  of  the  dassia  of  As- 

«terdamy 

Cornelius  Houthoff,  V.  D.  M.  Amst.  Bej^ 

Classis,  p.  t.  Praeaei 

Ger.  Kulenkamp,  Y.  D.  M.,  Amst  Bepp. 

dassis^  p.  t.  ScriU. 
Amsterdam,  Jan.  9,  1747. 

P.  S.  You  may  communicate  the  contents  of  this  letter,  to- 
gether with  our  greeting,  to  Rev.  Mr.  Erickzon,  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  him. 

Classis  of  Amstebdai£« 

Acts  of  the  Beputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The   Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory   of   New  Tort 
January  9,  1747.     No.  44  of  Vol.  30,  p.  70. 

To  the  Honorable,  Bevout,  Veiy-Leamed  Gentlemen,  Ministers 
and  Elders,  constituting  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  the  Eefonned 
Church  at  New  York. 

Esteemed  Brethren: — 

We  have  delaye''  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  Minutes  of 

the  last  Synod  of  •'^  in  the  expectation  of  an  answer 
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:i.r  last  letter.  We  know  it  came  to  your  hand  in  due  time 
L  an  extract  in  a  letter  written  to  Mr.  A.  M.  Van  Arssen.  Of 
however,  the  Bev.  Classis  can  take  no  account,  as  it  has 
Lxed  not  to  recognize,  much  less  answer,  any  letter  addressed 
rivate  persons,  and  not  to  the  Eev.  Classis  itself.  We  refer, 
'cfore,  only  to  our  former  commimications  and  expect  to  re- 
«  speedily,  a  satisfactory  and  peaceable  answer  thereto.  We 
e  that  the  disturbances  which  have  arisen  out  of  the  Goetschius 
.ir  may  be  quieted  by  the  decision  which  the  Kev.  Classis  has 
le  on  the  case,  and  which  is  herewith  transmitted.  May  no 
r  distemper  arise^  but  may  Peace  and  Unity  prevail,  that  the 
rches  may  have  peace  and  be  edified,  and  that  the  consolations 
lie  Holy  Spirit  may  be  multiplied. 

7e  are  still  of  opinion,  and  more  confirmed  therein  than  ever, 
;  nothing  is  more  likely  to  preserve  unity  and  good  order  and 
rent  irregularities  and  distractions,  than  the  speedy  organiza- 
of  a  Coetus  or  Conventus.  We  earnestly  request  you,  there- 
I,  to  direct  your  most  diligent  endeavors  toward  the  accom- 
iment  of  so  beneficent  a  work.  May  the  God  of  Peace  be 
I  you  and  grant  unto  the  churches  the  long-wished  for  peace. 
r  He  bless  you  personally  and  in  your  sacred  ministry  as  well 
n  your  families  with  the  choicest  of  his  blessings.  We  sub- 
be  ourselves  with  brotherly  good-will,  Eev.,  Devout  and 
med  Gentlemen  and  Brethren, 

IT  Servants  and  Colaborers,  who  wish  you  prosperity  and  peace, 
a  the  Name  and  by  Order  of  Eev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

Cornelius  Houthoff,  V.  D.  M.  Amst.  Depp, 

CI.  p.  t.  Praeses. 

Ger.  Kulenkamp,  V,  D.  M.  Amst.  Depp. 

CL  p.  t.  Scriba. 
bnsterdam,  Jan.  10,  1747. 
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Classis  of  Amstebdaic 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondenea 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Eevs.  Du    Bois,    Arondeos 

others,  (the  Committee  on  the  Goetschius  case)  Jan.  9,  llflj^- 
Ko.  45,  Vol.  30,  p.  71. 


To  the  Eev.,  Devout  and  Highly-learned  Gentlemen,  Dn  Bdst* 
Arondeus,  and  other  Members  of  the  Hon.  Committee,  etc,  t\ 
New  York. 

Eev.  Gentlemen  and  Brethren,  Constituting  the  Commitltt^i 
serving  in  the  case  of  Goetschius : — 

The  elaborate  letter  which  you  sent  last  year,  without  dite, 
with  the  ten  annexed  documents,  duly  reached  us.  "We  heaitilf 
thank  you  for  the  manifold  trouble  which  you  have  willio^ 
undergone  in  the  examination,  and  treatment  so  fully,  of  bo  di  ^.^ 

cate  and  intricate  a  case  as  that  of  Eev.  Goetschius.  TTe  aw 
well  satisfied  with  the  excellent  order  with  which  vou  have  tran*-  I 
mitted  your  ovra  transactions,  and  we  cannot  neglect  to  commend  ! 
your  zeal,  care  and  diligence  in  the  whole  matter.  Inasmucli  is 
you  committed  the  entire  business  to  the  adjudication  of  this 
Classis,  the  Rev.  Classis  has  had  their  Committee  carefullj  and 
ijnpartially  examine  all  the  documents  sent  us,  both  by  yourselves 
and  Rev.  Goetschius,  and  having  received  their  report,  has  cosie 
to  the  following  unanimous  decision: 

A.  That  the  chief  accusation  against  Rev.  Goetschius,  relntinc 
to  an  attempted  impropriety  with  Annie  Onderdonk,  cannot  le 
fully  sustained,  as  a  proven  misdemeanor,  according  to  loj:al 
methods.  ^Nevertheless  we  fear  that  Rev.  Goetschius  has  given 
occasion  to  evil  suspicions  by  conduct  too  intimate  and  imprudent 
Indeed,  he  has  coiile^^^d  ^ls^  wixv^^hi  to  us* 
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B.  Concerning  the  other  accusation  brought  against  him,  (al- 
hough  some  of  these  seem  rather  far-fetched  and  not  of  much 
mportance,)  there  seem  to  have  been  extravagant  passion  and 
^eat  imprudence,  faults  which  are  not  seldom  cloaked  under  a 
seal  for  God's  cause,  of  which  Eev.  Goetschius  has  been  guilty, 
>f  this  he  has  made  some  confession  before  your  Committee,  and 
las  more  amply  asked  to  be  excused  in  his  letters  to  the  Classis. 

C.  Inasmuch  as  Rev.  Goetschius  can  be  considered  by  us  aa 
ttanding  no  higher  than  a  candidate,  he  is  therefore  judged  by  us 
lot  to  be  in  a  condition  to  undertake  the  work  of  the  ministry,  as 
ihe  lawful  Shepherd  and  Teacher  in  the  Church  in  Queens 
County,  with  any  fruit,  or  to  the  edification  of  the  people;  es- 
pecially because  of  the  very  excited  party-spirit  and  the  mutual 
embitterments  there  existing.  That  congr^ation  shoidd  first  be 
provided  with  a  lawfully  chosen  Consistory,  to  be  installed  by  one 
rf  the  neighboring  ministers  or  by  one  of  your  Committee,  or  by 
some  one  appointed  by  the  Coetus.  It  should  then  be  exhorted  to 
seek  another  pastor,  pious  and  peaceable,  and  to  choose  him  in  a 
lawful  manner.  You  as  a  Committee  out  also  to  strive  to  quiet 
the  turbulent  spirits  in  that  congregation,  and  to  urge  them  to 
peace  and  union. 

D.  The  Assembly,  however,  declares  that  Eev.  Goetschius  is 
in  a  condition  to  be  called  by  any  Reformed  Church  which  may 
desire  his  services.  To  this  end  you  shall  lend  him  a  helping  hand 
in  consideration  of  his  pressing  circumstances.  There  is  al^o 
danger  that  disturbances  would  increase  if  he  should  join  himself 
to  some  of  the  sects  with  his  adherents.  Then  also  his  humble 
jubmission  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  and  his  meek  supplications  cause 
IS  to  hope  that  hereafter  he  will  act  with  more  prudence  and 
nodesty,  and  be  able,  in  peace,  to  edify  the  Church. 

E.  In  case  a  lawful  call  is  made  by  any  church  upon  Mr.  Goet- 
tchius,  this  Rev.  Assembly  decides  that  he  must  be  examined 
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Sucli  is  the  decision  come  to,  Brethren,  by  the  C 
ing  case  of  Bev.  Goetschius,  the  carrying  out  ( 
is  eameetlj  commended  to  you. 

Meantime  you  will  observe  how  very  necesei 
ment  of  a  Coetua  is.  Let  it  be  no  longer  delaye< 
is  established  the  better.  We  utge  you,  there: 
friendly  manner  to  lend  a  helping  hand  thereto  > 
So  long  as  no  such  Assembly  exists  we  fear  tha 
restored.  There  is  danger  that  new  divisions  m 
the  confasione  incident  thereto,  to  the  deetmcti< 
distracted  churches.  By  such  circomstances  tl 
which  are  already  there  in  great  numbers,  will  : 
This  could  only  be  to  the  sorrow  of  those  who  1< 
walk  in  it  in  love. 

We  commend  you  to  Qod  and  the  word  of  hia  { 
to  build  you  up  and  give  you  an  inheritance  amo 
sanctified.    We  subscribe  with  all  esteem  and  bn 

Bev.  Sirs  and  Brethren, 

Tour  Co-workers  wishing  you  all  Prosperit; 
In  the  Name  and  by  Order  of  the  Claasis 
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CuLssis  of  Amstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  churches  in  Queens  county, 

Jan.  9, 1747.    No.  46,  of  Vol.  30,  p.  74. 

To  the  Esteemed  Brethren,  Elders,  Desconi  and  Members  of  the  Reformed 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  In  Queens  Conntj,  the  Clsssls  of  Amsterdam  wishes 
Ifrosperlty,  Peace  and  Blessing: 

We  hsTe  learned  with  deep  emotion,  bj  seyeral  letters  of  the  disputes  which 
hare  arisen  among  you  —  great  dlylslons  and  animosities,  which  haye  produced 
amch  confusion  In  the  church,  because  of  circumstances  connected  with  the  Bey. 
Iloetflchlus.  But  how  can  God  dwell  where  peace  has  departed?  How  can  edl- 
ttcatlon  be  promoted  where  offences  are  glyen  and  taken?  How  can  peace  of 
•onadence  exist,  and  the  comfort  of  the  Spirit  be  experienced,  where  men  art 
piOToklng  and  embittering  one  another,  and  that,  too.  In  a  country  where  all 
■oris  of  errorlsts  and  sectaries  abound?  And  such  as  these  cannot  fall  to 
yrolit  from  such  circumstances,  by  seducing  away  simple-minded  souls  who  loye 
peace.  We  are  deeply  concerned  about  these  disturbances,  beloyed  brethren. 
We  haye  examined,  therefore,  as  soon  as  It  was  possible  after  recelylng  the 
flocuments,  as  well  as  the  proofs  for  and  against  Rey.  Goetschlus,  the  facts  with 
€ellberatlon  and  impartiality.  Using  all  care,  and  In  the  fear  of  God,  we  haye 
eome  to  the  opinion,  that  as  to  the  chief  accusation,  the  alleged  Impropriety,  we 
cannot  declare  the  said  party  guilty,  as  the  proofs  are  not  sufficient  according  to 
legal  requirements;  neyertheless  we  do  not  consider  him  altogether  blameless. 
We  leaye  this  obscure  matter  with  the  Supreme  judge.—As  to  the  other  accusa- 
tions, we  do  not  deem  them  of  equal  Importance;  neyertheless  we  are  conylnced 
he  must  acknowledge  himself  guilty  of  great  Imprudence.  He  has  allowed  him- 
self to  be  carried*  away  by  unwise  passion,  and  has  been  betrayed  Into  bitterness 
and  hasty  Judgement. 

We  haye  sought  to  dlscoyer  means  both  to  saye  Mr.  Goetschlus,  and  to  bring  your 
congregation  to  quietness  and  peace.  If  he  would  but  allow  himself  to  be  In- 
flaenced  by  a  gentler  and  more  peaceful  spirit,  he  may  yet  be  of  serylce  to  the 
Church  of  God,  elsewhere.  Partly  by  his  fault,  and  partly  without  his  fault,  he 
has  become,  alas!  a  man  of  discord  In  your  church.  Therefore,  we  fear,  that  aa 
long  as  he  remains  among  you,  peace  and  harmony  will  be  remote. 

Therefore  we  exhort  you,  with  prayer  to  God  and  with  united  efforts,  to  seek 
out  for  yourselyes,  and  the  sooner,  the  better,  another  pastor  and  teacher.  Let 
him  be  the  best,  the  most  deyout  and  the  most  peaceable  man  you  can  find;  one 
properly  qualified  and  lawfully  chosen,  unanimously.  If  possible,  to  be  your 
leader,  and  Intercessor,  before  God  In  your  behalf;  and  let  him  be  properly  con- 
firmed, (ordained  or  Installed)  according  to  Church  Order,  In  this  country.  We 
earnestly  wish  that  God  may  show  you  such  a  man,  one  after  his  own  heart,  who 
may  heal  the  breaches,  build  up  your  fallen  Zlon,  and  edify  the  church. 

Meanwhile  we  do  not  desire  you  to  consider  Rey.  Goetschlus  to  be  under* 
censure  and  unfit  for  the  sacred  ministry.  No,  Indeed!  On  the  contrary  we  recog- 
nize him  as  a  candidate,  and  consider  him  suitable  to  be  called  by  any  church  In 
your  country  which  desires  his  senrlces,  and  lawfully  chooses  him  to  be  their 
pastor.  Only,  In  such  case,  he  must  allow  himself  to  be  properly  qualified.  In 
such  a  way,  brethren,  we  think  this  greatly  tangled  affair  may  be  smoothed  down, 
and  remoycd  out  of  the  way,  with  peace  restored  to  you,  and  Rey.  Mr.  Goett 
schlus  sared.  If  you  loye  peace,  brethren,  and  truly  desire  the  edification  of  the 
Church,  let  this  fatherly  and  brotherly  counsel  of  loye  seem  good     In  your  eyes. 

And  now  you,  brethren,  who  have  stood  In  opposition  to  Goetschlus,  possibly 
with  some  cause,  do  you  watch  oyer  your  own  hearts  lest  any  root  of  bitter-, 
ness  remain,  which  may  produce  gall  and  wormwood.  Forgive  him,  wherein  he 
may  haye  glyen  you  any  offence,  that  you  likewise  may  be  forglyen.     Pity  hira. 
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bMaoM  ot  Ua  needy  dreniBBtiAeM  «Bd  Mcfc  aot  ta  klalk 
MhOT  cbDRbci.  bnt  Ntbcr  tftvor  It  In  aniT  wv-    Aai  jMh  b 
■ld«d  witb  B«T.  GoebKhln^  D«A«p»  baeaiiM  oC  tta»  (eat  ym  • 
vfeUe  your  lore  eorwed  Ua  fiiiilti,   <uid  tlila  ■•  to  b«  MHIMi 
bewMh  y<n  and  exMrt  ymi  to  itaad  by  tkli,  tha  lifW  «C  art  WJ 
Unite  your  hearte  In  tba  tear  of  Ood,  and  manlftat  Oa  ftot,  by  tf ' 
adraa  to  be  ■oraniad  by  tha  aplrtt  of  Pencsi.     ^bnm  will  y«a 
Bony,  and  put  away  Dom  yoanelTM  that  which  wtnld  fBafit 
And  now  mey  the   Qod  of  Peace  tandUy  yon,  goren  y«u 
the  waya  of  peace.    Hay  ha  yrant  peace  ante  yoor  dmi^,  that  I 
BBd   mey  the  conaolatloni  of  the  Holy  Qboat  ba  mnltli^ML 
tbla,  our  letter,  be  pobllcly  read  before  the  wbole  eoniTesitloi 
■elrea  with  all  brotberly  eateem  end  food-wUI, 
In  the  name,  and  by  the  Order  of  the  Bct.  Claaria  of  Aaat«rtB% 
Xonr  Uiethren  who  wtah  yon  nU  Proapeflty  nad  Fe«c«^ 
The  l>apBtlM  o<  the  Bcr.  Claaala, 

CMDrilaa  Bonthot  ▼.  D.  M.,  AbM.  Dm^  ^ 

ClMeU  p.  t,  Fiatwe. 
Qaiudna  Xnlanhamp^  ▼,  D.  U..  ±a 
ClaaalB,  vl  t.  Icrib*. 
AmMUdam,  Jan.  9,  1747. 


Cz-ASSIS  OF  AlCBTKBDUC 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Oomapoudenoe. 

Ths  Claans  of  Amaterdam  to  Ber.  Jolm  H.  Ooetaduni,  J^n.  t,\ 
1747.    No.  47  of  Vol.  80,  p.  76. 

t  preaeni  olBcUtlai  h  ih  1 

Kereread  Sir  and  Brother; —  Both  yonr  cuamODlratloDa,  nauely,  that  «(  In. 
10th  and  that  of  Uay  Z4tb,  of  laat  year,  wllh  all  the  accom^nylox  papen  nl 
docamcnU  lent  by  you.  bare  come  lately  to  hand.  We  hare  carefnlly  na^irf 
rrcrythlDg  contained  In  them,  aa  well  aa  wbat  yon  furnlah  In  yom  own  Irftea, 
or  aa  an  eicoiie,  alt  of  which  we  hare  alio  compared  with  what  the  Rer.  Cdb- 
mtttee  allegee  agalDit  yon. 

We  maet  acknowledge  that  the  chief  aceaaattoo,  the  alleted  Imiiroprlety  vl'i 
Annie  UDUerdoak,  docs  not  appear  to  be  aatlBfactorlly  preren;  yet  the  eic»i 
wherewith  yoa  MFTe  yourself,  and  the  proofs  yoa  bring  Id  your  owa  detean  in 
llkewlae  not  altocetber  satisfactory,  so  ai  to  remoTe  all  anxiety  from  oar  aSeli; 
nor  li  eren  the  aworn  decliraclon  of  the  eldership  connroinc  the  tcetlBoaj  of 
the  mid  woman  to  7<iur  eioaerntlon.  Neither  do  we  nnderatand  the  reaaens  »Uck 
moved  you  to  concenl  or  obicure  before  (be  Committee  tbia  moat  Impottaat  prool 
In  your  defence.  On  this  account  they  were,  with  reaioD,  mncb  embamutd. 
We  Indeed  cannot,  nor  do  not  wish,  positively  to  condemn  yon  la  this  matlei,  tiot 
we  leave  the  esse  with  Ood  and  your  own  conscience.  Nevertheleae  we  mnat  ui 
that  there  remain  many  reasoas  (or  eoUcttDd*  In  our  minds,  leat  by  yoor  tM 
tanilllar  conduct  and  Imprudent  acts  toward  tbla  woman,  yen  sboold  have  |lm 
(round    for    evil    sugplcionsi    the    which    yon    have    yoninelf    nlao   anbataallallf 


A*  regards  the  other  accnsstloDi  brousbt  against  yon:  Among  theae  there  in 
some  wUcb  do  not  seem  ef  much  Importance;  nevertheless  we  arc  convinced  of 
your  great  Imprndence.  Ton  allow  yourself  to  be  carried  away  by  yonr  tenpn 
aad  passion,  and  not  seldom  also,  you  would  have  this  rtnfnl  p«Mlo>  paM  IW 
holy  aeat  Im  Qod'i  canae.    For  this  we  grieve  orci  yan. 
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As  ttLT  as  we  oanelTes  sre  concerned,  we  glsdly,  apon  yonr  reqoest  and  cob- 
fssslon,  forglye  yon  all  wherein  yon  haye  Irreverently  treated  and  wrongly  accnsed 
tMs  Classical  Assembly.  We  hope  also  that  all  those  harsh  words  which  yon 
hftTs  spoken  against  your  fellow-servants  may  not  be  reckoned  against  yon.  Hence- 
forth msy  the  spirit  of  hnmble  meekness  and  peaceful  charity  possess  you. 

Meanwhile,  we  are  deeply  concerned,  that  the  chnrch  In  those  parts  has  been 
•o  sadly  shaken  by  these  disturbances,  and  In  which  you  are  not  faultless;  and 
tbat,  too,  when  so  many  errorists  are  swarming  around.  The  congregation  of 
Queens  County  has  been  so  rent  and  divided,  that  nothing  but  scandal  and 
offence  can  result,  to  the  dishonor  of  Qod*s  name  and  cause. 

We  have  deeply  pondered  how  to  restore  peace  to  the  congregation  disturbed  by 
«U  these  passionate  animosities,  and  at  the  ssme  time  to  save  you  from  tho 
elrcumstances  of  difficulty  in  which  you  find  yourself.  We  sincerely  pity  you. 
But  we  csnnot  see  how  either  can  be  effected  while  you  remain  In  the  congre- 
gation; for  the  estrangement  of  feeling  and  the  excitement  are  so  great,  that 
jou  could  have  no  peace  and  the  congregation  no  edification.  The  following  Is 
therefore  the  decision  of  the  Classls  after  deliberate  and  devout  consideration 
of  all  the  circumstances: 

1.  That  the  church  of  Queens  county  must  seek  another  godly  and  peaceable 
pastor,  and  must  call  him  In  a  strictly  legal  manner,  to  be  their  pastor  and 
teacher.  To  this  end  you  can  contribute  much.  If  you  are  really  Interested  In 
the  peace  of  that  congregation,  by  properly  Influencing  those  who  are  your 
mdherents. 

2.  In  regard  to  yourself,  this  Assembly  constitutes  jbn  a  candidate.  It  neither 
can  nor  may  look  upon  you  In  any  other  light.  Ton  may  be  called  by  any  con- 
gregation that  desires  your  services  on  these  conditions:  after  being  lawfully 
called,  you  must  submit  yourself  to  the  ezamen  peremptorlum  before  the  Coetus 
which  Is  soon  to  be  established,  or  before  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  same. 
Then,  after  signing  the  Formula  of  Uniformity,  and  honestly  declsrlng  your  sub- 
mission to  the  Coetus  and  the  Classls,  you  may  be  properly  ordained  with  the 
laying  on  of  hands  and  thus  consecrated  to  the  sacred  ministry  by  t)xe  neighboring 
or  other  ministers.  We  expect  you  cheerfully  to  submit  to  this  just  decision, 
which  will  tend  to  bring  peace  to  the  church  and  to  preserve  yourself.  From 
yoor  conduct  now  will  appear  the  fact  whether  your  written  confessions  and 
promises  of  submission  agree  with  your  practice. 

As  fsthers  and  brethren  we  exhort  you  to  walk  prudently,  humbly  and  peace- 
ably, esteeming  others  higher  and  better  than  yourself.  This  will  be  a  clear 
•Tldence  of  the  genuineness  of  your  piety,  and  thus  you  will  be  enabled  to  edify 
the  eiiurch  of  Ood  with  your  talents,  lisy  the  Ood  of  Peace  sanctK^  you,  per- 
fect you  and  guide  you  that  In  all  things  you  may  do  his  will.  We  subscribe 
ourselves  with  brotherly  love  and  good  will, 
Meverend  8lr  and  Brother, 

Tour  Reverence's  Brethren  wishing  you  peace  and  every  blessing; 
In  the  Name* and  by  Order  of  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam, 

Cornelius  Houthoff.  Y.  D.  M.  Amst  Dep9, 

p.  t.  Praeses. 
Gar.  Kulenkamp,  Y.  D.  M.  Amst.  Depp, 
p.  t.  Bcriba. 
ABMterdam,  Jan.  9th  1747. 

Acts  of  the  Ciassis  of  Amstxrdaic 

Eev.  E.  T.  van  HoeYenbergh. 

1747,  Jan.  9th.  Art.  6.  The  Messrs.  Deputies  commnnioateiX 
to  the  Assembly  the  contents  of  a  letter  sent  to  them  by  Eer.  E. 
T.  van  Hocvenbergh.  In  this  he  declares  that  he  is  as  yet  un- 
able to  let  himself  be  used  again  in  the  service  of  the  church  in 
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Suriname;  nevertheless,  lie  wished  that  he  mighty  meantiine,  k 
allowed  to  enjoy  the  half  salary  formerly  granted  to  his  motber, 
that  their  Beverences  in  a  letter  accompanying  the  Acta  of  tk 
Synod  of  iN'orth  Holland  for  1746,  to  the  consistory  in  Snrinim^ 
had  interceded  for  hinL  This  letter  having  been  read,  the  As- 
sembly approved  of  such  suggestions  with  thanks  to  the  Dq»iitie& 
ziL  122. 

CxAssis  OF  Amstebdaic 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

Conference  with  a  Committee  of  the  Suriname  Society  regii&f 
the  means  for  the  conversion  of  the  slaves  there.    Jan.  9, 1747. 

The  president  and  clerk  of  the  Deputies  having  been  incited  to 
the  house  of  the  Hon.  Estimable,  Mr.  Cornelius  Trip,  vpfmiA 
there  on  December  27,  (1746)  and  found  there  besides  the  afixie- 
said,  othec  gentlemen  of  the  Hon.  Estimables,  the  Messn.  Di- 
rectors of  the  Suriname  Society,  who  had  been  specially  eonani^ 
sioned  thereto.  His  Hon.  Estimable  stated  that  the  Socie^  wv 
not  disinclined  to  take  into  serious  consideration  the  work  of  the 
conversion  of  the  slaves  in  those  parts,  (provided  that  those  win 
became  Christians  should  remain  slaves);  yea,  indeed,  even  to 
send  thither  two  Krankenbezoekers  at  an  adequate  sakiy,  who 
should  begin  the  work  first  among  the  domestic  slaves  in  Fait- 
maribo,  and  then  learn  what  effect  such  effort  will  have. 

But  first,  they  (the  Society)  woidd  like  to  have  the  opinion  of 
Classis  thereon,  principally  as  to  the  manner  in  wrhich  this  useful 
work  ought  to  be  undertaken,  and  how  it  ought  to  be  prosecute 
to  the  best  advantage,  and  to  the  greatest  benefit.  And  that,  suV 
sequently,  the  Committee  of  the  Hon.  Estimables'  Society  wouU 
like  to  enter  into  amicable  negotiations  about  this  matter  wiih 
the  Deputies  of  the  Eev.  Classis,  in  order  to  bring  this  salutary 
work  into  speedy  execution. 

After  the  Deputies  had  expressed  their  gladness  and  thankful- 
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at  80  delightful  a  proposal,  and  some  conBiderationa  had  been 
prae-allahel  (?)  on  both  sides,  the  Deputies  agreed  to  make 
rt  thereof  to  Classis;  and  to  present  an  account  thereof  to 
^  Hon.  Estimable,  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee.      Quod 
Return  in  Classe  Ordinaria,  Jan.  9,  1747. 

Other  end  of  YoL  zziiL  6. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Conference  with  a  Committee  of  the  Suriname  Society,  in  regard 

to  means  to  convert  the  Slaves  there. 

1747,  Jan.  9.     Art  10.     Also  the  Messrs.  Deputies  ad  res 
reported  a  conference  with  a  committee  from  the  Suri- 
Societj,  for  devising  means  to  serve  towards  the  conversion 
mf  the  slaves  there.    They  presented  to  the  Assembly  a  project 
drawn  up  for  that  purpose.    The  Assembly  expressed  their  thanks 
for  that  which  was  commimicated,  and  approved  the  draft  of  the 
project    They  also  requested  their  committee  to  address  their 
efforts  as  much  as  possible,  and  as  quickly  as  possible,  in  order 
that  this  salutary  object,  and  such  measures  as  may  tend  to  pro- 
mote it  in  any  way,  may  be  carried  into  execution.    The  members 
of  the  Assembly  are  also  requested  that  if  any  thoughts  suggested 
themselves  to  any  of  them,  to  submit  the  same  to  the  Bev.  Depu- 
tieSy  who  will  allow  themselves  to  be  found  here,  for  that  pur- 
pose,  a  week  from  next  Monday,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
zii  123. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstsbdam. 

Letters  to  be  sent  off. 

Art.  11.    The  Eev.  Deputies  also  presented  before  the  Assem- 
bly, and  which  were  approved : 

Several  letters  which  they  wished  to  send  off,  as  follows: 
a.  One  to  Suriname,  together  with  the  Acta  of  the  Synod  of 
North  Holland  for  the  year  1746. 


1747 


1747 
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b.  One  to  Curassan,  (Curacoa?)  ad  fine  as  above. 

c.  One  to  St.  Eustatius,  ad  fine  as  above. 

d.  One  to  New  York  ad  fine  as  above. 

e.  One  to  Batavia  ad  fine  as  above. 

f .  One  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hoi)e  ad  fine  as  above. 

g.  One  to  Coliunbo  on  Ceylon  ad  fine  as  above. 

All  of  these  were  approved  by  the  Assembly  and  the  Messrs. 
Depp,  thanked  for  their  great  trouble,     xii.  123. 

Fl^ln  fob  the  Convbbsion  of  the  Slavss  Df  SUBC^AX; 

Adopted,  Jan.  10,  1747. 

(Rey.  Lambertus  De  Ronde,  there.] 

1746. 

No.  52.  Plan  of  the  Rey.  CIassU  of  AiiMterdam  for  tho  extentlOB  of  tto 
Chriitian  Relli^on  ftmong  the  heathen  of  the  Colonj  of  Saifname;  by  spcc^ 
request,  dellyered  to  the  Hon.  Directors  of  the  Chartered  Company  of  SulBiat 
(Rey.  Lambertus  l>e  Ronde  was  in  Sariname  at  tkla  time.  See  kls  naae  la  Car 
win*s  Manual,  1902.) 

The  Rey.  Classis,  with  Blngular  joj  and  fratitnde  to  Gk>d,  hmTlnc  come  to  kaov. 
from  the  month  of  its  Commissioners,  the  excellent  seel  and  sodlj  dispoddflc  d 
the  Hon.  Directors  of  the  Chartered  Companj  of  Snriname,  tn  taelpinf  to  ex- 
tend the  Christian  Rellylon  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  oolonlee,  who.  op  t» 
this  time,  have  liyed  in  the  darkness  of  heathenism,  whether  freemen,  dceeeaded 
from  the  natlyea,  mulattoes,  or  male  and  female  slayes;  and  that  their  Boodn 
have  desired  and  expected  some  Plan  from  the  Rey.  Classia  for  most  tuitibj 
beginning  and  carrying  on  that  wholesome  work:  —  has,  after  mature  delibentloL 
found  best  to  dellyer  to  their  Honors  for  their  deyont  eonaideratlon,  the  foUowlir 
Project  deyised  by  its  Commissioners. 

Art  L 
Catechists:     Their  Qnaliflcations. 

As  without  suflleient  instruction  by  capable  teachers  aad  the  necessary  btola 

there  can  be  no  hope  for  the  extension  of  the  Christian  Faith  among  the  ^ 
nlghted  heathen;  there  ought  to  be  secured,  (besides  the  ministers  who  ihooli 
before  all  concern  themselyes  about  It),  capable  teachers  and  catechists,  meoben 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  themselves  well  Instructed  In  the  fundamentals  9t 
doctrine,  and  able,  with  patience,  to  teach  others;  particularly  the  most  simp!« 
and  ignorant,  persons  in  middle  life,  who  are  not  giyen  to  drinking,  who  ert 
Chaste  and  honorable  In  word  and  walk,  and  who  preeenk  a  cood  testixaoay  li 
this  regard: 

Art.  IL 

Proyislonally  —  two. 

Proyisionally  there  ought  to  be  two  catechists  appointed,  eo  an  to  commence  tb< 
work  of  instruction  with  the  honae  alaTce  oa  Paramaribo;  aad,  tn  case  the  blealiif 
of  the  Lord  crowns  the  work  with  aacceeat  as  we  hope  tt  may.  It  will  be  veil  k 
think  of  sending  one  or  two  othm  to  the  ifrtn  Commeyae^  Oottlea  and  Plcalci: 
and  later,  to  consider  in  what  way  thia  whatotomo  work  may  be  oanled  sa  slM 
among  the  malt  aad  teaala  slaTat  ««  «iit  parttenUtf  plaBtatfama 
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Art  UI. 

Their  Appointment  and  Qnallieatleo. 

^he  appointment  of  mdi  catechlste  la  to  be  left  to  the  Hon.  Directors  of  the 

foresaid  Company;  bat  the  Inqulrj  Into  their  life  and  character  should  be  con- 

^^cted  bj  the  Rey.  Consistory;  and  their  examination  and  quallilcatlon,  by  com- 

'^Issloners  of  the  Rey.  Classis.    This  should  be  done  after  the  manner  which  hi 

followed  with  the  Visitors  of  the  Sick  who  saU  to  the  Bast  Indies. 

Art  IV. 

Their  Support. 

Bach  catechlsts,  once  appointed,  should  bind  themselTes  for  at  least  six  yearly 

Urmlj  to  the  service,  and  solemnly  promise  to  learn,  at  once  upon  their  arrlyal* 

'(lie  slayes  own  language,  which  Is  Negro-Bnglish;  In  order  to  acqalre  the  ability 

"^o  teack  them  in  that  language.    And,  In  order  that  they  may  gly«  themselyca 

'Wholly  to  their  work,  there  should  be  annually  accorded  them  by  your  Honors, 

«    llTing  salary  of  at  least   eight  hundred   Dutch   guilders.     To  this  might  be 

mdded  a  few  releases  from  common  burdens,  pertaining  to  the  Hon.  Company, 

■ach  aa  personal  tax  etc.;  or  some  other  prlylleges.     For  which,  on  their  part, 

they  will  haye  to  bind  themselyes  not  to  follow  any  temporal  calling,   nor  to 

giTe  Instruction  to  freemen  for  pay,  but  to  occupy  themselyes  solely  with  tbm 

Inatmetlon  of  male  and  female  slayes,  and  that  without  additional  profits. 

Art.  V. 

Their  Serylce. 

Their  work  wlU  hare  to  be  the  teaching  of  the  house  slaves. 
To  that  end,  after  a  fair  division  of  che  wards,  according  to  arrangements  madt 
bj  the  local  Consistory,  they  shall, 

1.  Twice  a  week,  go  to  each  house  where  there  are  slaves,  in  order,  at  a  timo 
moat  convenient  to  their  masters,  to  teach  them  for  at  least  an  hour  each  time, 
without  regard  to  age,  and  as  they  are  capable.  In  the  simple  principles  of  the 
CI&rlBtian  Religion; 

2.  They  shall,  on  every  occasion,  impress  their  pupils  with  the  duty  of  fearing 
Ood,  of  obeying  the  Rulers  and  Powers  set  over  them,  and  of  showing,  in  love, 
all  honor,  loyalty  and  obedience  to  their  masters  and  mistresses,  according  to 
Bph.  6:  5,  CoL  8:  22,  1  Tim.  6:  1,  2,  Tit.  2:  9,  10,  1  Pet.  2:  18.  They  shall  also 
particularly  impress  on  them  that  the  acceptance  of  Christianity  by  profession, 
does  not  make  servants,  male  and  female  slaves,  free  persons,  or  release  them 
from  their  service  in  the  world;  but  it  lays  upon  them  the  duty  of  serving  their 
masters  and  mistresses,  especially  those  who  are  fellow  Christians,  with  the 
more  respect,  fidelity  and  love  according  to  1  Cor.  7:  20-22. 

8.  They  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  seek  to  teach  the  male  and  female  slaves, 
especially  those  who  are  yet  young,  the  Dutch  language,  and  further,  if  possible^ 
singing;  unless  their  Honors  should  be  pleased  hereafter  to  appoint  a  special 
teacher  for  that  purpose. 

Art  VI. 
Their  Subordination. 

The  catechlsts  shall  not  take  upon  themselves  any  matter  which  touches  tba 
ministry,  but  they  must  be  subordinate  to  the  Rev.  Consistory,  to  the  Rev.  Coetua 
there,  and  to  this  Rev.  Classis. 

To  that  end  they  shall, 

"L  Every  month  make  report  to  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  the  number  of  their 
pupils,  of  their  pupils'  advancement  and  of  their  experiences. 

2.  They  shall  every  year  give  to  the  Rev.  Coetus  an  accurate  list  of  the  number 
of  pupils,  of  the  number  received  as  church-members,  and  so  on. 

8.  They  shall  once  or  twice  a  year  Inform  thla  Rev.  Classis  of  the  progress 
tlioy  are  making. 
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Art.  VIL 
Tbelf  walk  ta  b«  pramat»d  br  ttia  HInliten.  In  what  mr  thU  to  M  k) 
Th*  work  eammeacrd  bf  tb*  MtrchliM.  will.  In  rrerr  poatfble  vsr.  I 
b*  promoteil  bj  the  mlDliCen.  To  tbit  rod.  u  koon  ■■  mitten  ihill  fe*i 
■rrsngea  here,  word  will  bt  ifnt  In  t*tBnJ  to  It.  IQ  the  nime  (.r  tikc  Cad> 
Rer.  CoiulitorleB  and  M  the  Eev,  Coetua  there.  F^II  Inatrartloni  win  k 
to  th*  reapectlte  mlnlateri,  ool  only  to  make,  hj  their  oOclal  commwiJfci 
imblk  and  In  pritate.  tbli  Terr  vboleaome  work  aEreeable  to  tbe  ow«m 
■Uiei:  but  Klio  to  take  the  lead,  bj  their  example.  In  ce«<?hlss  Ibelr  dwi 
■i  well  aa  In  giilng  them  orer,  at  atited  leasoDi.  Into  the  baniJi  of  t)ie  oIkMbi. 
It  would  alao  be  verj  beneficial.  ![,  after  the  coteehlata  bare  tieen  ai  wort  1«  • 
time,  tbe  Rer.  HiBlaten  each  In  hla  own  pariah  —  abottld.  at  lead  onn  a  irrt, 
•r  poaalbly  once  a  week,  let  all  tbe  Blsvea  under  tnatnictlon  rom*  to^iber  la  Ikt 
ehmch.  In  order  to  obtain.  In  the  presence  o(  tbe  catecblatA  prool  of  IMt  •4' 
nncement  In  the  knowledge  o(  tke  truth  which  la  according  to  godllneni 

Art  Vni. 
Neceuarr  Books. 
Bnt  a*  tkia  work  cannot  well  be  carried  on  with  faap»  «r  good  iiir  i  iw.  cICkM 
booka  for  the  moat  elemfatar;  Inslrnctlon,  there  Da^ttt  to  b«  pmrlded  t>r  tM 
Re*.  Coetna,  or  at  an;  rate  under  tta  direction,  printed  tranalatloD*  Into  tbr  .Vffi* 
aoillBb  lanEuage,  either  In  full,  or  In  ahorl  form,  tbe  Uoralng  and  irtalaf 
Prarer.  the  Prajer  betora  and  alter  ineala.  aa  also  the  CompeDdltun  of  tbe  Or*- 
tlan  RellElon,  aa  Iheae  are  founil  prlDted  In  the  back  of  the  Dutch  BlbXa 

N.  B.     Thla  la  the  request  Of  the  Heiara.  Dlreclora. 

The  ReT.  Claaala  la  to  b*  aiked,  moreover,  to  add  thereto  ntdl  ■  brief  KM>- 
■leot  at  tbe  knowledge  of  Ood  from  Nature,  and  of  tbe  DItIh*  Chancier  Om 
Eolr  ScilptDre,  aa  tbelr  Bora,  ma;  deem  to  be  lulted  ta  tbe  capacltr  of  (bm 
denaetr  Ignorant  laaiina.  Tbese  publlcatloiia  shnuld  be  dlstrlbutnl  imnDf  Lit 
•laTta,  and;  M  long  aa  tber  are  not  ret  abl*  to  read,  be  read  to  tbMi  n>Mtil>. 
that  tboj  m*r  commit  to  memorr  the  thlngi  contained  therein  «ad  bl  MttcMal 
according  tn  their  capadt;.  Nor  would  It  be  ouerrleaable,  U,  tatar  a«  «w  * 
Uwther  of  the  goapela,  either  Uattbew  or  Lnke,  were  tranalated  and  prlatcd  la 
tlw  ••ta*  Ungoagc  In  order  that  the  hiatoriea  of  the  flaTlor  n«r  ta  that  «tr  k» 
WBe  battar  knoim  among  belliTera. 


VhencTcr  ■   male  or  female  aliTe,  after  baring  rM«lr«d  •nltabh  laatncdM 
■ball  abow  laellnatlon  and  atneaa  to  become  a  tnnnber  of  tbe  Betormed  CkilMlai 

Ghorch.  anch  a  alara  ahall  nuk«  a  profeaalos  before  the  local   alataij      H* 

dial],  tberenpon.  not  only  be  Incorporated  In  the  Church  by  Holy  BaptliB.  bit 
also  be  admitted  to  the  nae  of  tbe  Holy  Supper,  tnaamnch  aa  aeeocdlac  to  tte 
Word  of  Ood  anA  tbe  Acta  of  tbe  Chrlatlan  Bynoda  ot  Bonth  and  North  HoUuii 
thoBV  two  aaetameata  may  not,  In  the  caae  ot  adulta,  be  aeparated  from  aacb 
otber.  BowBTer,  thoae  CbrlatUnlied  alarca  ahall,  at  the  time  ot  the  pabUe  at- 
mlnlatratlon  ot  tba  Ijord'a  Holy  Bnpper,  not  approach  the  Loid'a  tabl^  antfl  ll 
Bwnbcra  wha  are  free-born  ahall  hare  preceded  them. 

Art.  X. 
TbelP  Prirlleff**. 
Bach  iUtm,  conrerted  to  Chrlatlantty,  while  tbey  remain  itaTca,  umA  an  ban 
ta  the  aerrtce  ot  their  owner*,  aa  before,  abonld,  nsTerttaeleaa,  In  aiiiaa  w«r  •> 
•tber,  be  farored  aboTC  other  slaTea.  By  aome  mark  they  ahouU  ba  <B«tl»- 
fOlahed  from  other  MaLtea,  (Jn  tmvu.tt<n  nt  t&e  eUtntee  of  Bataria),  aa  aa  la  a- 
eoonce  tlia  athara,    Tte  CbiA«.\an%,  Xn«.  ^i^  wm  v 
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SMofen  with  them  one  and  the  lame  precious  faith,  (If  they  are  In  other  reipeeta 
-ftlthAil  aerTanta),  may  Indeed,  as  they  feel  Inclined,  afford  them  some  larger 
^vUcce  than  is  conferred  upon  others  who  show  themselyes  averse  to  Christianity. 

Art  XL 

How  to  make  this  work  In  Surlname  known. 

la  •rder.  now,  to  make  known  the  tme  object  of  this  work,  so  necessary  and 
^•Beflclsl  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  aforesaid  colony,  and  thus  to  prevent  all  mls- 
VBdexstandlng  of  It,  which  might  cause  the  owners  of  the  slaves  to  be  averse  to, 
aai  Inclined  to  retard  the  work;  the  Hon.  Directors  onght.  In  a  way  and  with  an 
4iiitlM>rlty  which  their  Honors  may  deem  suitable,  to  make  known  everywhere  In 
tbe  colony  not  only  the  methods  of  seeking  to  bring  the  slaves  to  the  Christian 
iUth;  hot  also  their  condition  afterward;  that  the  male  and  female  slaves  who 
recalTe  Christianity  are  thereby,  neither  entirely,  nor  In  part,  be  released  from  the 
service  of  their  masters  and  mistresses;  bnt  are  to  remain  In  the  relation  of  per- 
sonal property  which  they  before  sustained.    The  respective  owners  also  should 
"be  exhorted  not  to  hinder  their  male  and  female  slaves  In  what  way,  by  Ood's 
cooperating  grace,  serve  to  be  for  the  salvation  of  their  Immortal  souls;  but,  when 
the  eatechist  comes,  or  the  public  catechism  Is  held,  to  have  them  called  together 
aad  to  allow  them  time  and  place  for  Instruction. 

Art.  XII. 

How  to  remove  hindrances. 

la  ease  any  masters  or  mistresses  should  refuse  to  have  their  slaves  taught, 
•or  keep  them  from  making  a  profession,  the  eatechist  shall  make  complaint  thereof 
to  the  Rev.  Consistory.  This  must  be  done.  In  order  that,  if  those  refusing  be- 
loBig  to  the  Reformed  Religion,  the  consistory  may  with  every  possible  exhorta- 
tkm  and  persuasion  lead  them  to  see  their  obligations.  If,  however,  such  exhorta- 
tlOBO  ahOQld  make  no  Impression,  or  the  masters  belong  to  other  denominations,  or 
ladeod  be  of  the  Jewish  nationality,  the  Rev.  Consistory  shall  lay  the  complaint 
4Mfiofo  the  local  government,  which  to  the  extent  of  their  power  will  have  to  find 
the  asccssary  means  of  redress,  so  that  this  good  work,  upon  which  we  ank  the 
IfOrd*s  blessing,  and  for  wh«ch  we  request  their  Honor's  helping  hand  and  wist 
•SaMaace,  aiay  make  progress. 

Collata  Concordant. 

Quo  testamur. 


Chttrch  of  New  York. 
lIlniBteiB  not  to  preach  more  than  an  hour. 

New  York,  Jan.  29,  1746-7.  (1747)'. 

At  the  request  of  the  elders,  «  Consistory  of  ministers  and 
•elders  was  held.  The  elders  presented  in  writing,  a  friendly  re- 
questy  that  the  ministers  henceforth,  would  not  extend  their  dis- 
•coniees  beyond  fifty  minutes,  or  at  furthest,  an  hour,  so  as  to  re- 
moTe  the  complaints  about  long  sermons,  to  increase  the  audiences 
mnd  hold  the  people  together,  and  so  enlarge  the  alms  and  other 
Mvennes  of  the  church;  inasmuch  as,  after  much  deliberation, 
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they  judged  that  this  would  tend  to  prevent  the  deci;  of  tua 
church  and  congregation,  and  further  its  interests  and  welfare. 

Thereupon,  the  mimatere  praised  their  zeal  for  the  pto«peritT 
of  our  congregation,  and  sympathizing  with  it,  readily  gave  their 
consent  to  the  request  and  promised  to  act  accordingly,  b3  fu  ti 
possible.  It  was  also  unaniiuously  approved,  that  this  should  he 
recorded  in  these  very  words  in  the  Acte  Boek  of  the  Church,  a 
is  hereby  done,  in  the  name,  etc.,  by  me, 

Joban  !Ritzema,  p.  t.  Preeident 

The  Rkfokmhd  Dtjtoh  Chdeoh  of  Albast. 

114T,  April.  This  board  on  Ui»  rMiueit  of  tbe  mlnlater,  «ld«n  mud  Ottam  4 
tbe  Dnlcb  Cborcb.  Besolve  to  relctn  >  piece  of  iround  to  them  tjtat  bcfeM  Ot 
lott  tbc7  mlretdj'  boasbt  at  Ehlward  HaUadd.  Ordered  tUat  tbe  maTor  eiiom 
a  deed  for  tli«  lame  aud  canae  Cbe  cltj  aeHl  to  be  tbereuulo  nUlxed. 

—  Uunsetl'*  ADuala  ol  Albaur.  VoL  z.  pp.  IS, 


AOTB  OF  TES  Cl-ASSle  OF  AksTBBDASC. 

Letter  from  New  York. 


'd 


1747,  April  10th.  Art.  7.  The  Kev.  Deputies  ad  ns  Extern 
read  the  draft  of  a  letter,  serving  aa  a  reply  to  the  letter  fran 
New  Yorh.  This  letter  gave  general  satisfaction,  mnd  the  Depu- 
ties were  thanhed.    ziL  125. 

C1.ASBIB  ov  Amstxboak. 

Acta  of  the  Beputiee  and  their  CorrefipondeneOL 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Bevs.  Dn  Bois  and  lUtzema,  April 
11,  1747.     No.  63,  of  VoL  30,  p.  89. 

to  th*  HauorablF,  DeroDt  and  Verj  Learned  Heaara.  O.  Do  Boia  and  JoU 
BltEema,  Yerr  Wortbj  and  ralthfdl  Hlubrtera  of  tbe  Hoir  0<Mpe)  la  tkt  DiKk 
Bcfonaed  Charck  of  Jeaoi  Cbrlst  at  Naw  York. 

BerereDd,  Devoat  and  Vei7  Learned  Oentlemeo  and  Hnch-eateemed  Birtbnt>- 
Tour  original  commDDlcBtloD  of  Sept  SStb.  of  laat  rear,  did  aot  com*  to  itpL 
bnt  the  copy  of  the  aame  dated  Not.  let,  reached  na.  The  B*t.  Claaala  bu  datf 
Moaldered  Ita  coDCeota,  and  aenda  the  foUowliig  anawer;  Tbe  B«t.  ftmnihfT 
b  rejoiced  at  ronr  hbI  tor  the  welfare  of  the  chnrchea  In  those  restou,  and  bw 
roD  to  peracrere  therein  witb  all  fldelltj.  Xonr  Intereat  In  tbe  ekoich  of  Brahtft 
la  Terx  commendable,  twing  willing  to  adTocata  tbetr  Ckna  batora  tka  Clu*: 
■lid  etpeclallj  comin«ikAa\A«  \a  i<rai  cnAve.  \&  \A^a4  <ui»1Ulac  to  dedia  aijtU>t 
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flnallj,  imtn  tli*  Jadgement  of  this  Asaemblj  had  been  ascertained,  promlalng 
SBbjectlon  to  the  tame.  Beat  aaanred  that  this  aasembly  takes  great  Interest  In 
the  proaperltj  of  the  churches  In  that  country,  and  will  gladly  do  anything  poa- 
alblo  to  adyanee  them  to  a  more  flourishing  condition,  consistent  with  good  order 
and  those  ecclesiastical  laws  to  which  we  are  all  subject.  We  agree  that  the  na* 
tlyes  bom  of  your  country,  who  are  able  to  make  themselTes  acceptable  to  the 
ehurches  by  thdr  gifts  and  character,  would  make  no  unflt  subjects  for  the 
ministry,  proTlded  they  haTe  ablUtlea,  and  haye  been  duly  qualified,  after  lawful 
trial,  according  to  Dutch  Church  Order.  Now  you  are  aware  that  In  the  Father- 
land, the  examining  and  qualifying  of  candidates  and  ministers  belongs  excluslyely 
to  the  Classes,  and  is  never  glyen  oyer  to  prlyate  ministers.  Nor  can  it  be  nn- 
koown  ts  yon  that  according  to  the  lawa  of  Synod,  no  one  can  be  admitted  to 
examination,  without  showing  certificates  from  professors  in  the  Languages  and 
Theology.  These  testimonials  must  state  that  the  student  for  at  least  two  years 
has  responded  to  the  Collegia  Theologlca. 

Now  we  should  have  to  depart  from  this  entire  Church  Order  if  we  should 
grant  the  request  preferred  by  you  and  the  Church  at  Rynbeck.  We  notice,  indef'd, 
that  you  adduce  four  reasons  why  your  request  should  be  granted,  not  only  in 
this,  but  In  other  cases.  But  the  second  and  third  reasons  are  of  such  a  nature 
ttist  they  would  Tlrtuaily  close  the  door  to  all  ministers  sent  from  the  Father- 
land. The  last  reason,  in  which  you  refer  to  the  abilities  of  the  young  man,  John 
Lyt  (Leydt),  does  not  exhibit  very  broad  abilities,  except  his  pious,  humble  and 
-edifying  conduct.  The  first  reason  mentioned,  the  inability  of  the  church  seems 
to  hare  more  force,  but  would  apply  equally  well  to  almost  all  country  churches. 

We  conld  on  our  part  present  seyeral  more  forcible  arguments  why  no  requests 
of  this  kind  ought  to  be  granted.  Should  more  such  petitions  appear  before  us, 
and  should  we  Indulge  them  In  opposition  to  Church  Order,  much  confusion  would 
arise  in  those  regions;  the  Church  would  be  injured  by  Incompetent  preachers* 
and  factions  would  abound. 

Neyertheless,  in  yiew  of  the  earnest  desire  of  two  churches,  which  desire  te 
enjoy  the  ministrations  of  said  J.  Lyt,  (Leydt),  this  Classls  Is  willing  for  the 
last  time  to  grant  you  Indulgence,  and  will  permit  that  he  be  examined  In  that 
•country,  nomine  hujusqne  Classls,  but  not  by  any  two  or  three  ministers  constitut- 
ing a  committee  for  that  purpose,  (as  you  propose,  but  to  which  the  Bey.  Classls 
will  not  accede,)  but  by  a  lawful  Coetus  called  for  that  purpose.  To  this  end, 
nil  the  ministers  must  be  Inyited  to  appear  at  a  certain  time  and  place.  From 
those  who  appear,  be  they  many  or  few,  after  the  meeting  has  been  called  to  order 
and  opened  with  prayer,  shall  one  minister  be  chosen  as  President  and  Clerk, 
and  one  or  two  as  Examiners.  J.  Lyt  shall  then  present  himself  before  this 
body  to  be  examined  preparatolr.  If  this  examination  Is  sustained,  he  shall  be 
placed  among  the  number  of  licensed  candidates,  and  a  proper  certificate  be  glyen 
him.  A  lawful  call  may  now  be  presented  to  him  by  these  two  churches  In  the 
proper  form.  Then  the  Bey.  Coetus  must  appoint  a  Committee  of  one  or  two 
ministers  to  install  him  in  his  churches,  and  to  ordain  him  by  the  laying  on  of 
hands.  All  this  must  be  done  nomine  hujus  Classls  and  a  proper  record  of  the 
same  be  made.  Only  on  these  conditions  does  this  Assembly,  for  this  once,  grant 
the  petition  of  yen  and  of  these  churches,  hoping  that  this  Indulgence  shall  not 
%e  abused. 

Furthermore  we  wish  the  Lord's  most  precious  blessing  upon  your  persons,  your 
sacred  ministry,  and  your  families,  giving  prosperity  and  success  to  the  churches. 
We  sign  onxselyes  with  all  brotherly  good-will, 

Bererend,  Pious  and  Very  Learned  Sirs  and  Brethren, 

In  the  Nome  of  the  Bey.  Classls, 

Tour  well  wishing  Brethren, 

Cornelius  Houthoff,   V.    D.   M.   Amsteld. 

Depp.  Classls,  p.  t.  Praese* 

G.  Knlenkamp,  Y.  D.  M.  Amster. 

Depp.  Classls,  p.  t.  Scrlbs, 
4msterdam.  April  11,  1747. 


M6S  Ecou^eiAsnoAi,  TlECoass 


Clabbis  Off  AmstxrdaU. 

Correspondence  in  America. 

The   0(mdBt»7  of    New   York  to   the   Oonsistorie*  of    Sonii 

America,  May  12,  1747. 


] 


•  Snt  ntBtlCT   meoUaned  therein,  tbe   Rer.   CUaala  alnulr  ItK 

a  ton  laforniatloD  tbtongb  Its  CommlltK.     But  ■>  to  tbe  •WMd  tut- 

>Mr,  tU  MV,  CI«mU  wrote  *«  long  «io  «■  ITM.  ttui  It  u»  oa  objeeckia  ta  u> 

'  .PlHl  «t  nok  •.  Co*tai  ai  lud  been  leat  to  It     A  copr  of  thl*  FUa  li  Un  k<f 

«W  h«Mh     n<n  ttat  time  forward,  llie  C1«.hI*  b»  expMtnl    thxt  the  c&iuAm 

^  tkM*  Ngtooa  WMLId  malte  ■  beglualui  wltb  It.     This,    bnwtntt.  bu  ooi  fM 


•  OottW  In  «p«ntlak  it  once.  For  tbls  we  are  eici-edliiKlT  Erstefnl  to  t^e  B** 
CUmIs;  for,  la  ont  Jadeemeiit,  >  Coetni  I*  verf  much  Deeded  to  idTasce  tbt  ^H> 
Istereat  of  Qod'a  Church  OTcr  here,  and  also  to  b*  a  ghan—l  of  ImlBi—tlf  t* 
the  Clasala,  In  rcKanl  to  oar  chntcbea. 

Tour  Bara.,  being  with  na.  anbordlnate  to  the  Ber.  Claaata;  aad  w  ewVallT 
neognlilns  our  common  bratherbood  wltb  ]poq;  yon  will,  as  w*  tklMk,  b>  bdtarf 
to  endeaTOT  to  reapond  to  the  Bev.  Claaala,  aa  to  thla  lettcT,  In  a  aaMateetacj  mu- 
tier.  We  therefore  hope  that  tod  with  na,  mar  now  abow  a  dlaporitloB  to  aalM- 
tak*  aneb  a  aalutary  work.    And  to  thia  we  moat  kindly  IsTlto  joar  Reva. 

Ha;  It  pleiae  ronr  Bot*.  to  let  na  know  yonr  dealt*  la  thla  matter,  that  «a  aar 
net  accordlnslr. 

Commending  yonc  Rbti.  to  Ood  and  tha  Word  of  hla  Qntea^  w«  wain. 

Tour  Bna  obedient  lerranta  Id  the  Lord. 

The  Conalatorr  of  tba  Dntch  Reformed  Chorch  of  New  Tork.    In  the  bum  •(  lA. 
O.  Da  Bala,  •eriba. 
Maw  lorfc,  Var  12th  INT. 

O1.AB8IB  OF  Ambtebdak, 
Correspondence  from  Americt. 
Six  Hinistera  to  tKe  Classie  of  Amsterdam  about  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Coetus,  Hay  21,  1747. 
Portfolio  "  New  Tork ",  VoL  i.     Extracts,  xxiii.  67. 

Terr  Rer.  Blra  and  HIgblr  Beapeeted  Brethren:  Prom  tte  tnelaatl  MtV  tt 
the  Ber.  Conalatorr  of  Mew  Tork  to  tbe  Anrehea  la  thaM  cvsloa^  tha  ■«*.  *>- 
MBbly  (GUaalA)  wU\  \«an  Uw  t<AU»>MLi-.  'CaaX  «n.-a«  «Kt»  utlTal  of  Mr,  UVaMv 
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Tan  Slndertn,  the  hlgfalj  eflteemed  letter  of  joar  Reva.  flffBed  liareli  4th,  1746 
was  reeelyed,  whleh  eapedallj  expressed  the  desire  to  reeelT*  iBformattoB  as  ts 
the  progress  of  the  CoetQs  among  us. 

The  Rer.  Conslstorj  of  New  York  has  alreadj  sent  copies  of  your  Classical  let- 
ter, to  nearlj  all  the  chorchea,  accompanied  by  the  one  also  herein  enclosed,  copies 
of  yonr  Rots.  Classical  letter  will  also  at  an  early  day  be  sent  to  the  rest  of  the 
chorches. 

The  ministers  nearest  to  New  York  haye  been  requested  also  to  hold  a  fraternal 
conference  with  Revs.  Du  Bols  and  Rltsema.  The  Rot.  Boel  has  publicly  declared 
In  consistory  that,  as  he  was  an  old  man,  he  conld  not  tronble  himself  about  a 
Coetus.  The  design  of  this  Conference  is  to  consider  how  best  to  start  a  Coetns 
in  operation.  For  the  letter  of  the  Rct.  Classis  was  taken  to  be  a  qnlet  admonltioa 
to  that  end.  The  time  fixed  is  the  20th  of  May  for  the  special  reason  that  at  that 
time  Rer.  Frellnghnysen  of  New  Albany  wonld  be  in  the  city. 

And  so  we,  the  undersigned  ministers,  met  together  as  brethren  at  the  house  of 
Rer.  Du  Bois  on  the  21st  of  May  to  consider  how  we  could  best  get  a  Coetus  in 
working  order,  agreeably  to  the  aim  of  the  Rot.  Classis  and  for  the  welfare  of 
Ood*s  Church  OTer  here. 

To  that  end  we  all  agreed  as  follows:  First;  that,  unless  legally  hindered,  each 
of  us,  with  an  rider,  would  assemble  onrselyes  together  In  the  consistory  room  at 
New  York,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September  next,  (1747),  for  the  first  time, 
as  a  Coetus.  Then,  that  the  New  York  ministers,  in  the  name  of  aU  of  us,  would 
giTS  timely  notice  to  all  the  other  chorches  of  said  meeting;  and  kindly  ask  that 
•Ach  minister  with  an  elder  would  please  to  meet  with  us  for  that  purpose.  A 
time  may  then  be  fixed  for  the  holding  of  a  Coetus  annually  by  us,  and  also  such 
other  arrangements  may  be  made,  as  may  be  deemed  necessary.  And  all  this 
Is  to  be  done  tliat  this  very  desirable  business  may  without  fall,  be  carried  into 
effect,  according  to  the  aim  of  Classis,  after  so  much  Irksome  thwarting;  and  also 
that  nothing  may  be  done  In  that  Coetus,  saye  what  may  be  condoclye  to  the  peace 
and  edification  of  the  churches  in  these  regions.  To  that  end,  we  pray  tliat  God* 
the  Father,  and  his  Son,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep, 
may  graciously  grant  His  blessing. 

With  a  hearty  prayer  for  eyery  blessing  from  Ood  In  Christ  on  the  yery  Rer. 
Classical  Assembly,  we  subscribe  ourselyes  respectfully. 

Very  Rey.  Assembly,  Your  Very  Reya  obedient  Seryants  and  Brethren,  g 

G.  Du  Bols,  John  Rltzema,  Belhardt  Brickson,  Anthonius  Curtenlus,  Theodo|r 
Frielinghuysen,  U.  Van  Sinderen.  ilA 

New  York,  21st  May,  1747. 

P.  S.    Rey.  Haeghoort  has  written  us  a  letter  declaring  his  Rey.'s  perfect  w:^ 
Ingness  to  adyance    the  Coetus;  but  stating  that,  owing  to  domestic  and  ecclesl 
tlcal  duties,  he  could  not  now  meet  with  us.  ^** 

Mr.  Erickson  and  Haeghoort,  declaring  that  he  submits  to  the  Classis  and  % 
act  accordingly.  ]  • 

Addendum. 
Kev,  G,  Du  Bois  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.    May,  1747. 

Portf oUo  "  New  York  ",  VoL  L 
Postscript. 

Very  Reyerend  Sirs  and  Highly  Respected  Brethren: — In  answor  to  the  en- 
closed, copies  of  which  haye  already  been  sent  to  the  churches,  Rey.  Musellns 
wrote  me  priyately,  that,  althoagh  the  Rey.  Classis  saw  no  objection  to  such  a 
Ooetus  as  the  Plan  proposes,  and  the  Rey.  Consistory  of  New  York  deems  neces- 
sary, he  could  by  no  means  understand  how  It  could  be  so.  On  the  contrary  he 
was  of  the  opinion  that  any  Coetus  here  would  tend  more  to  harm  and  confusion. 
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UMn  to  •Ottottlob.  At  ur  rate,  to  far  u  he  iru  eoacenwd.  b«  bttC  b  *^ 
llWmHil  BktMn.  inbJfftFd  blmselt,  (la  he  expreased  It.)  to  the  R«i.  CIuM: 
fut  H^  la  pMHok.  be  was  ■nbjert  to  hli  tawttil  rulen:  ani)   that  «u  eaooit  I<r 

AmA  tkb.  I  tUnk,  la  wbat  all  of  tboiie  ur.  wbo  kC  ttunuelrM  a«aLtJI  Ut 
OMfM.  Bat  I  tare  no  imentlon  whatcTer  to  cartjc  OD  a  futUc  war  of  ib«  (« 
•■  tUa  MAjMt;  b\it  1  taleud  \u  u  quiet  nsf.  to  tall  Id  as  tar  ai  pa«1ble  irlUi  Ut 
tfB  •(  tb*  B*T.  ClnaslB,  for  tbe  best  Intereati  of  (be  Cborcb.  For  ihla  m»ii  n 
Am  VMiptod'allMdr  witb  dlepalehliig  a  aecond  letTer  to  alT  the  Chnrclira.  rmlKidi' 
ttf  ■  MtaSIr  nqoeat  tbal  on  the  aeoaod  Taead^]'  of  September  oeTt.  etci  nb- 
tttu  Wttk  an  aUtr  will  pleme  to  meet  for  tb?  flrat  time  aa  a  Coetos  iriib  u  it 
II4W  T«A  ■>  Orter  to.  etc. 

Jut  akOBt  tke  time  of  our  aald  frateraal  meettns.  (bere  canie  to  ni  Rei.  Mr. 
■tiilatter,  of  PhUadelplila.  He  spoke  to  na  agalo  of  bis  eommliilan.  and  of  Itw 
feappr  aMCatlm  *t  Ibe  aame.  Re  alio  aated  our  coaosel  and  approra!  ibvtit  cu- 
tala'  ■attara.  Wben  be  heard  Ibal  we  lotended  to  orgaade  a  Coetu*.  initKtH'nit! 
to  tba  Bar.  Claaala  of  Amaterdam.  be  manlfeated  hla  Joy  thereat.  He  eipmnd 
hia  4«dn  aiaa  thai  he  himwif  and  Ibe  German  inlnlstera  Id  PeaaarlTonla  U190U 
t«  anKad  wttk  na  is  ■  Coctua.  The  S^nod  (of  Sooth  Hollandl,  aald  be.  had  U- 
tUmtr  ba«B  aabH  to  auppt;  the  chorebea  Id  PeanaylraDla  with  leTenl  mfolnnt, 
BBd  tb*  nUaMm  had  alrondy  talien  their  dcpirtore.  M7  anawer  wa*.  tliai  ■« 
Itha  DatAI  in^  vei?  cloaelr  aabordloaled  to  the  Rer.  Classla  of  AmaCeniaia,' 
•bI  tut  I  MW  a  Dumber  of  aerlona  obstacles  Id  tbe  way  lot  aoeh  DBtog);  Ut 
mtB  U  tb*  aemlbE  September,  tbe  mlnlalers  came  toirptber.  his  propniltino  inVK 
W  pHMBHC  to  tbem:  bnt  I  said  I  tbought  no  deOolte  actloa  would  be  tiU& 
lOte^  mtk  Hi*  consent  of  tbe  ReT.  Claaala. 

'   DmM  ftW  tnmlB  I  deemed,  might   not  loapproprlatelr   be  a-lded  to  (he  Mm 
be  Rer.   IClasslcall  Assembl/.     WtablnB  you  erery  CbrUaai 
■  Ulth  datltai  respect.  1  remain. 

Very  Ray.  Sirs,  and  blRhly  reapected  Brethren, 
ToDT  HeTB.  bumble  Sertsat. 


Th»  Oowbibtokt  op  ths  CHtrsoH  OF  N«w  YoKK  TO  Kit.  B. 
to  Mbtnema,  Kbqdbstiho  Hni  to  Attbitd  Yibbt  Mbstivs  or 
|;,*THB  OoBTiTS,  Mat  26,  1747. 
^To  the  'Rev.  Mr.  B.  Meynema,  faithfiil  Bervant  of  the  Go^mI 

id  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  the  Congregation  of  Jesa  Christ!  at 

'aikeepsie  and  the  Yischkill. 

New  Tork,  tbe  SStb  of  lUy.  ITfl. 

Kererend  and  Dear  Bietbren : —  It  appeara  from  a  letter  of  the  Ber.  Claaria  tt 
AiDsterdaiii.  ot  which  a  copy  has  been  sent  to  yon,  tbat  a  snboTdlaale  Coctu  U  la 
be  ortanlacd  In  tbla  countiy.  We  are  still  further  assured  of  thla.  by  a  lefts 
•f  tbe  Ber.  Classls  to  Messrs.  BrlksoD  snd  Haegboort,  tn  whlcb  the  Bar.  Claal* 
Btrangly  orcea  It.  Therefore  we,  mtotstcrs,  dn  Bola.  Rltiema.  Erlkson.  Cat- 
tcDloa,  Frlellnsbuysen  and  Van  Slnderea.  *■  snbordlDatea  of  tbe  Bvr.  Oaarifc 
beld  a  tratnaal  meetlni  on  tbe  subject  In  New  York  on  the  Hat  of  May  laat,  ta 
consider  how  anch  a  Coetna  caa  beat  be  organlied. 

It  baa  been  decided,  tbat,  witboat  any  legal  Impediment,  all  tbe  mlnlater^  tatft 
*ltb  oae  elder,  ahall  meet  for  tbe  Brat  time  as  a  CoetD*  la  tba  choreb  ebsHMt 
•■  the  secoad  (Tueaday)  of  next  September. 

And  tbat  tb*  Hew  Xork  ministers.  In  the  name  of  all,  ahall  Undir  tayltatts 
MOM  distant  eongregBtlons,  to  send,  each  oae,  their  minlatar  nnd  an  alder,  ft> 

■  TUa  ClaatflB  wa,*  \n  Oi«  %ltka&  cA.  'A<n^'&  ^sHuu^  «.  UStte^  omtIm*. 
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that  yarpoM,  to  meet  with  us  for  the  tettllnir  of  the  time  and  place  of  a  jetLtif 
Bectlnf  of  rach  a  Coetnt;  alio  to  make  a  beginning  of  It,  and  aa  a  tabordlnat* 
Ooetua,  endearor  to  maintain  peace,  and  prevent  all  offences  la  oar  Dntch  B«- 
formed  congregations  here.  This  Is  hereby  done  by  as,  and  yoa  are  heartily  re* 
^vested  by  as,  year  loving  brethren,  then  to  meet  with  as.  In  harmony  and  peaces 
at  the  said  place  and  time.  Meanwhile,  we  subscribe  oarselres  with  Christian 
greetings, 

Toar  Bererences*  loving  brethren.  In  the  name  of  all, 

G.  da  Bols 
Job.  Rltsenuu 

CxAssis  OF  Amstebdaic 

Correspondence  from  America, 

Kev.  Antonius  Curtenius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

May  26, 1747. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i. 

y^ry  Bev.  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ:  The  letter  which  yoar  Bevs.  sent  t* 
RcTB.  Brlckson  and  Haeghoort  In  regard  to  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Van  der 
Unde  was  read  in  oar  meeting  on  the  21st  of  May,  1747.  From  It  I  learned  that 
yoar  Bevs.  were  sarprised  that  I  hsd  not  written  a  letter  with  reference  to  Mr* 
B.  Van  der  Lilnde,  since  he  resides  where  I  am  located.  Now  your  Bevs.  mast 
understand  that  I  did  write  this  letter  herein  now  enclosed,  for  Mr.  B.  Van  der 
Unde  last  year,  and  sent  it  unsealed  to  Bev.  Haeghoort. 

I  was  then  aslied  whether  I  would  not  make  the  following  change  in  It,  namely: 
that.  Instead  of  my  asking  that  power  be  given  to  the  Coetas,  his  request  was  that 
sach  should  be  given  to  him  (Haeghoort)  and  me.  I  made  reply  that  I  had  no 
mind  to  change  it;  for,  said  I,  If  the  Bev.  Classis  consents  to  his  examination  In 
this  country,  it  would  give  the  Bev.  Classis  grester  satisfaction  to  know  that  he 
was  perfectly  acceptable  to  the  Coetas  than  to  two  persons  only.  And  thus  it 
came  aboat  that  Bev.  Haeghoort  conspired  with  Bev.  Erickson  in  writing  for  that 
yvong  man.  The  Bev.  Haeghoort  kept  back  this  enclosed  letter  of  mine  until  after 
the  vessel,  which  then  was  about  to  sail  for  Holland,  had  gone.  Othervrise  I  should 
any  way  have  sent  your  Bevs.  this  enclosed  letter  last  year. 

What  the  Coetas  in  this  country  is,  and  what  progress  it  is  making  or  likely  to 
make  in  the  future,  your  Bevs.  will  be  able  to  gather  from  oar  letter. 

I  close,  after  again  wishing  your  Bevs.  every  blessing,  not  only  for  your  persons, 
bnt  also  for  your  sacred  ministries.    I  remain, 

Very  Bev.  Fathers  and  Brethren  la  Christ,  Your  Bevs.  obedient  and  most  hamblo 
brother  in  Christ, 

Anthonlaa  Omrtenlna. 
Hackensack.  May  26th,  1747. 

t 

Chubch  of  New  Tobk, 
Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  June  29,  1747. 

In  Consistory,  Messrs.  John  Koosevelt,  Christian  Banker  and 
Joris  Brinkerhoff  were  appointed  a  Committee,  to  go  to  the 
Manor  with  Mr.  Hardenbroek,  the  overseer,  to  collect  further  in- 
formation respecting  the  dispute  between  the  old  and  young  John 
Yermieljre,  and  settle  it  ii  thej  can,  and  report  to  \5[i^  Cioxisas^Tj, 


1747 
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Acts  ow  ths  Classib  ov  Aic8tkr3]i41c» 

1747,  July  ITtL  Art  8.  A  letter  wb  read  from  Ber.  Emv^ 
enberg,  who  is  at  present  at  Leyden.  In  this  lie  dedans  tbst  k 
finds  himself  unable  to  go  to  Snriname;  but  he  requests  the  nd 
of  Classis  that  he  may  retain  the  sum  of  nx  hnndred  gaQdn 
yearly;  or  else  receive  (enjoy)  one  thousand  gnilderB  in  one  pi^ 
ment  His  case  is  recommended  to  the  Heaexa.  Deputies  sd  m 
Ezteras.    xiL  180, 181. 

GnnxTHf o  akd  Ookobatxtxatiozt  ov  thb  Lokd  Fbihoi  or 

Obavqb. 

Art  10.  Whereas,  by  their  Koble  Great  TlifightiiMiwfs^  d» 
Lords,  the  States  of  Holland  and  West  Eriesland,  His  IDiistiioai 
Highness,  the  Lord  Prince  of  Orange  and  Nassau  has  been  q- 
pointed  as  Stadholder,*  Captain  and  Admiral  General  of  dlisFra^ 
ince,t  it  shall  be  proposed  in  the  Synod  by  our  Gkssisy  thst  s 
Committee  shall  be  appointed  to  greet  his  Highness,  in  order  to 
wish  him  the  divine  blessing  in  this  his  exalted  capacity,  for  the 
welfare  of  the  state,  and  to  recommend  emphatically  to  him  the 
cause  of  the  church.  They  shall  also  seek  to  effect  that  her  Koyal 
Highness,  the  wifet  of  the  Stadholder,  shall  be  likewise  greeted 
and  congratulated  by  this  commission,    xii.  134. 

Classis  of  Amstsbdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Church  of  Minisink,  (Per  Rev.  J.  C.  Fryenmoet)  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  July  18,  1747.     (xxiii.  93.) 

Very  Reverend,  Pious  and  Very  Learned  Gentlemen,  our 
Spiritual  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ,  the  Classis  of  the  Be- 
formed  Church  at  Amsterdam: — Your  Reverences  favorable  and 

•  There  had  been  no  stadholder  since  1702,  the  time  of  the  death  of  WllUaffl  III. 
of  England. 

t  North  and  South  Holland  were  at  this  time  on«  Proirlnce,  under  the  titlt  tf 
**  Holland  and  ^eit  ¥T\««\Mi^.'* 

I  Daughter  of  QeoTfi  U  «t  IbixtL^^.^^ 
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kind  letter  of  June  6^  1746,  in  answer  to  ours  of  December  17| 
1744,  was  very  gladly  receivedi  by  way  of  Kingston,  through  the 
kindness  of  Domine  Mancius,  on  the  14th  of  June,  1747.  We 
learn  from  it,  that  you  consider  the  ordination  of  Domine  Jolu 
Casparus  Fryenmoet  as  legal,  although,  by  a  mistake,  all  the  for- 
malities of  the  Dutch  Church  Order  had  not  been  fulfilled,  and 
that  you  recognize  said  Domine  Fryenmoet  as  a  lawful  minister. 
We,  with  his  Eevererce,  thank  you  most  heartily  for  this,  and  trust 
that  Jehovah  will  approve  your  fatherly  wishes  of  blessings  for 
our  pastor  and  our  congregation. 

In  regard  to  the  decision  of  which  you  inform  us,  concerning 
the  legality  and  illegality  of  baptisms  administered  by  Domine 
Fryenmoet  before  his  ordination,  we  have  to  report,  that  in 
general  it  has  been  accepted  by  the  congregation  with  great 
pleasure  and  satisfaction.  Therefore  most  of  the  children  have 
again  been  baptised,  excepting  those  who  have  died  or  have  re- 
moved away. 

Whereas  your  Beverences,  in  your  last  letter  repeat,  the  as- 
surance, that  on  all  future  occasions  you  will  prove  to  us  your 
affection,  and  assist  us  by  word  and  deed;  therefore,  we  herewith 
take  the  liberty  to  ask  for  your  fatherly  advice  on  the  following 
matters: 

1.  The  Rev.  Consistory  of  New  York  sent  to  our  elders  a  let- 
ter, dated  May  12,  1747;  also  domines  du  Bois  and  Kitzema  sent 
another,  dated  May  27,  1747,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  you, 
asking  us  in  a  most  friendly  manner,  to  unite  with  them,  accord- 
ing to  the  gentle  exhortation  contained  in  your  letter,  to  hold  a 
Goetus  in  this  country.  And,  although  we  consider  ourselves 
subordinate  to  your  Reverences,  yet  our  congregations  live  about 
twenty-five  Dutch  miles  from  New  York.  The  performance  of 
this  duty  would,  therefore,  be  very  hard  for  our  minister,  our 
two  most  distant  congregations  living  about  fifteen  Dutch  miles 
from  each  other.  On  account  of  the  long  journey,  the  expenses 
for  minister  and  elder  would  be  very  great,  and  the  congregation 
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t 
vould  be  deprired  of  the  preaching  services  for  at  least  fiyiiTt«es 
days.     Nor  have  we  ever  been  informed  by  the  gentlemen  opon 
vhat  footing,  and  for  what  purpose  the  Coetus  is  to  be  orgaaiial 
tnd  held. 

We  most  humbly  ask,  therefore,  to  know  yonr  express  ttIeIi 
And  meaning,  and  whether,  notwithstanding  our  snbordiQatioEi 
Under  you,  and  in  view  of  the  preceding  reasons,  we  sh^  be 
obliged  to  attend  this  Coetus,  This,  we  will  solemnly  nndertaie 
"to  do,  in  case  your  Reverences  ao  decide. 

2.  The  aeeda  of  the  soul-destroying  and  conacience-eoufnffiij 
and  erroneous  doctrines  of  the  Herrenhuttera,  sown  in  two  of  oar 
eongregationa,  have  already  taken  root  in  some  of  onr  membea 
We  have  heretofore  vainly  endeavored  to  extirpate  them  by  eretj 
possible  means  of  admonition,  and  by  the  refutation  of  the  erron; 
•tut  we  must  also  in  this  matter  ask  for  the  fatherly  and  brotberfj 
tdvice  of  the  Rev,  Clasais  conformably  to  Church  Order.  Haw 
•re  we  to  deal  with  such  members  who  will  not .  renounce  die 
errors  of  the  Herrenhutters,  and  return  to  the  Reformed  QiurcL, 
agreeably  to  God's  Word. 

Hoping  for  favorable  answers,  and  heartily  wiahing  that  the 
God  of  all  blessings  and  grace  may  reward  you  for  your  faith- 
ful help  and  love,  and  that  your  Reverences  may  further  be  the 
blessed  instruments  for  the  propagation  of  Christ's  Chordi  ill 
over  the  world,  and  principally  in  these  parts,  and  finally,  thit 
you  may  reap  the  reward  of  all  the  faithful  servants  of  God, 
namely,  entrance  into  the  joy  of  oar  Lord,  I  subscribe  this,  most 
humbly  and  respectfully,  in  the  name,  and  by  the  order  of  the 
whole  Consistory,  of  the  four  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  of 
HeniBsinck,  Smitbfield,  Walpack  and  Macbachemaek.  Ber. 
Gentlemen,  faithful  Fathers  and  Rrethren,  Yonr  humble  wmnt, 
J.  0.  Fiyenmoet.  Y.  D.  H. 
,  July  18,  1747. 
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Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     About  Aug.  1^  1747. 

Van  Hoevenberg. 

Committee  to  meet  the  Society  of  Suriname  in  regard  to  Her. 
Hoevenberg.  On  October  5,  the  Bev.  Deputies,  in  compliance 
with  the  order  of  Classis,  addressed  themselves  to  the  Hon.  Esti- 
mablesy  the  Messrs.  Directors  of  the  Suriname  Society,  and  rep- 
resented to  them  the  distressing  condition  of  Bev.  Eggo  Tonkena 
van  Hoevenberg,  minister  in  Suriname.  They  earnestly  urged 
that  the  promised  half  of  his  salary,  to  the  amount  of  six  him* 
dred  guilders,  might  be  paid,  since  he  had  received  nothing  of  this 
since  the  last  of  December  1746.  It  pleased  their  Hon.  Esti* 
mables  to  reply  thereto,  per  mouth  of  Mr.  President,  that  this 
affair  did  not  really  belong  to  that  table.  It  was  something  of 
which  they  had  no  knowledge  and  for  which  they  had  no  instruc- 
tions;  but  after  that  (the  matter  was  so  strongly  urged,  it  was 
promised)  both  out  of  compassion  for  Kev.  van  Hoevenberg,  and 
out  of  consideration  for  the  Rev.  Classis,  to  forward  six  hundred 
guilders  to  Bev.  van  Hoevenberg,  by  way  of  loan;  three  hundred 
guilders  at  once,  and  three  hundred  after  the  lapse  of  three 
months.  For  this  goodness,  their  Hon.  Estimables  are  thanked. 
Other  end  of  Vol.  zxiii  11. 

OiAssis  OF  Amstxkdaic 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  Gerardus  Haeghoort  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  August 

8, 1747. 

Portfolio  "  New  York ",  VoL  i.     Extracts  xxiii.  74,  76. 

No.  S5. 

Ber.  Sin  and  Much  Respected  Brethren: —  Yomr  BeTi.  letter  of  the  8rd  of  Octo- 
ber last,  (1746),  in  answer  to  oars  of  the  8th  of  April,  came  6ulj  to  hand.  To  our 
jof  we  learned  therefrom  that  request  in  behalf  of  Benjamin  Van  der  LInde  was 
grmnted;  namely,  that  he  might,  In  the  name  of  the  Classis,  nndergo  the  usual 
prcfMinitory  examination;  and  then,  npon  belny  called  to  somo  church,  the  usual 
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lib.  nja 


3  ordlontlon,   aod   this,    not   by   aa    bs   lodlvldul^  | 
Ibll  putpot«.     Wv  gmlcfallT  Bcqii} 
lur  condQct  Id  acHcl  acrorditiire  Ibprevlllt.    ] 
DBld  not  bHnc  Himself,  rancb  less  s«t  U*  p         .._^ 
«  tiM  perllB  of  (be  lea.  aod  defny  the  eiiken»m  of  p>I*l  Iv'Bi 
fl  t«  present  Iilioitelf  b«fan  tbe  CUBsr*. 

hu  alread;  abowD  tbe  lellcr  of  lb?  Rrr.  CIsmI*  to  the  C«Mi 
Bad  I*  UnMlt  UDdoabtedtT  utlsfled  with  It.  But.  owing  (o  th»  grekl  dittuce  u 
tt«  aoddm  mUUiic  «( tbe  leSBel.  1  bare  t»t  beta  able  to  iDfarm  him  of  nj  inKli 
t*  yon.  Ton!  Sara,  asaj  tberefote.  coaalder  tUi  letter  ■•  baving  beva  wiittn 
tk«  BUB*  Df  both.  Bat  I  caogot  oull  to  reply  aomewbat  man  partlcolailj  ts  hm 
folnla  l>tWI«J  to  0B  TOur  letter)  wblcb  Dre<!ede  roar  Baal  d>>claloB. 
W*  tbOBght  It  vattecMBarr  for  tbe  party  blniBelf  (Van  dcr  I.l&de>  to  vrll* 
ra  wrote  Id  hla  bebalt:  but  in  order  to  give  perfect  wtlatam 
Umaelf.  Be>.  Curtenlua  baa  been  fDlly  recoealud  in  UlF  >t* 
I  miin  Grat  mjueatpd  him  la  aid  him  in  bla  atadleK  tnt  *i 
I  talkaA  to  him  (Curtenlaa)  myaelf.  ind  eiked  him  to  write  ilaa  U  k 
.bduUi  tat  ha  tbon^t  It  wonld  look  Btnrnce  to  bsce  two  petldooa  eoBe  In  ra  gc 
ilcb  did  not  In  alt  mpecta  aerfe.  For  tnasmiKk  i 
r  ma  CoetnB  yet.  bnt  only  a  ao-ealled  ccmmlttee.  It  was  not  alnBl 
"  t,  abould  be  aaked  flnt:  and  that  then  the  Ber.  Clu^  abeti 
I  flw  Ka  ftlTlce,  we  promlBlns  to  aabmlt  to  Ita  declaloa.  Tbia  aa  ja^ 
San.  hBT*  pnlMt  •>  one  of  pmdence,  and  wblch  alio  servpd  Co  brlnr  ibovt  Ik 
t  i<  tbe  CoelDS  —  the  rery  thini  irblcb  I  bad  La  mind. 

Ihla  mnller.  1  have  nlKt  abaerred.  that  tbe  Krr.  CliM 
•ani  y*tT  iBllr  q^wed  of  our  pri^WBed  Coelna.  Tbe  expression  "  l^ert  li  > 
fesn  U  It"  (tbara  torKa  no  eilt  In  UT)  appears  to  me  to  be  almply  Kt-wlat  [wntf 
~  t  the  matten  of  the  New  Netberland  charchei  ahooM  k 
>e  Synod  (of  North  Hollaad)  aa  well  aa  tboae  of  Uw  lu 
rered.* 

Tba  taar  mA  anxtaty  of  (be  Ber.  Clnaal*  aa  to  the  exll  canaequenn*  wblcb  nlfk 
CMlow  fnnn  lacb  parmlaalon  to  IndlTldoala  are  not  wholly  groundle**;  bol  Ilea 
were  all  nndentood  alread.v,  wbr>n  yoor  Reia.  atluweil  that  privilege  lo  th«  Diali 
ten  (Uaodna,  Taa.  Well)  of  Klngaton,  In  the  eaae  of  the  miDlatar  aa  Mala 
(Fryenmoet)  of  UlnlalDk.  That,  too.  occurred  (1744)  after  penal aalaa  t*  late  J 
Coetna  bad  beea  granted.  I  ought  really  to  have  referred  t«  that,  aa  aa  la  ka* 
tadDced  yam  Bera.  not  to  deoy  me  a  rimllar  prlrllege,  aa  jour  Bera.  ttMMtra 
would  afllrm. 

Bat  I  aerer  appealed  to  the  example  of  tbe  Ooetachlaa  caae.  Tba  Ber.  CIm4 
baa  not  well  anderetood  my  tetter  tB  reference  t«  thia  matter;  and  I  am  alM  mq 
pDbllcly  to  bear  of  some  thing  of  which  I  am  not  gnllty;  and  wblcb  all  tfe*  «■>! 
here  aboota  kaowa  to  bare  been  Illegal.  I  only  alluded  to  tbat  caae  (OaetadM 
to  ahow  that  In  tbat  affair  the  Coetna  waa  Ignored,  (aet  aslde>;  aa  waa  ain  tb 
caae  In  the  recent  permlaaloii  to  preach  on  Iioug  laland  gtrea  to  Jaa  Taa  DiksB 
I  made,  boweyer,  no  mention  of  hia  appointment.  It  would  be  cblldlak  aat  itHa 
lOBB  to  appeal  to  eiainplee  and  caaee  which  I  preylooaly  knew  to  bava  aecMie 
wIthoDt  the  knowledge  and  content  af  the  Rer.  Claaala;  neither  waa  the  htt— *~* 
•ne  ever  appointed  by  any  of  our  awn  Damber.  If  your  Reva.  will  lie  aa  Uot  ■ 
to  read  my  letter  OTer  again,  I  am  anrc  that  tbe  oppoalte  meanlBg  (t»  that  |lia 
It  by  yon)  will  appear. 

On  tbIa  occaalon  I  alao  deem  It  my  dntf  to  Inform  the  Her.  Claaala  «f  the  H 
condition  af  the  charch  of  Aqnackononck,  bronght  on  by  thla  aame  Jobs  Taa  Drta 
■en.  It  la  known  to  yonr  Reva.  that  he  received  bla  ordination  at  New  Hara 
from  the  Bngllah  (OongregatlaDBltBta)  —  a  thing  which  the  Bvr.  ClaaMa  thaa  K 
clared  to  be  Illegal  In  reference  to  onr  church.  NeTertheleaa.  acdnced  by  hla  oil 
ward  ablUtlea,  they  recelTed  him  aa  their  mlnlater  (ITSQ  wllhont  hla  bdag  *■ 
pointed,  ordained  or  recognised  by  any  among  na.  TbIa  waa  dooe  In  ae  &M  • 
the  Information  given  by  acme,  of  bla  acandaloaa  condoet.    In  tbe  coanw  «f  Iba 

*  The  Eaat  Indian  mlnlatera  atwayl  dalmed  the  rigbt  to  ordala  JLbualMaitet 
and  Comfortera  of  tbe  BIck.  aa  they  thonght  proper.  The  wbri*  MataiT  (MM-W 
li  mtnntely  examlncA  \ii  B<itW.t&«-«  ->  Q<iat-lBdla(Aa  KaAsaken,"  ifth  ■  T«b 
Oopy  In  OelletVite  ChrncU  Ubtt.xii  '^w  '^<t^. 
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this  Qftm«  ont  and  excited  there  much  dlsMtlsfactlon  and  opposition.  It  eren 
went  to  far,  that  the  Bey.  Claiaia  wonld  have  been  asked  for  a  decision  In  th« 
■utter,  had  he  not  left  them;  for  on  being  pat  Into  a  hole  by  his  creditor!,  h« 
mt  them  his  written  resl^atlon.  The  strife,  the  discord  and  the  mptnre  that 
followed  were  Inevitable.  How  this  breach  Is  to  be  healed,  I  don*t  know.  Thej 
ean't  get  so  far,  eren,  as  to  take  connsel  with  one  of  the  neighboring  ministers,  or 
to  request  a  sermon  from  any  of  them. 

How  snch  a  state  of  things  can  be  maintained,  I  don't  know.  They  haye  left 
oar  commanlon,  and  the  subordination  to  the  Classls.  Possibly  they  had  better  b9 
directed  to  the  Coetus.  The  Rey.  Olassis  could  then  advise  and  help  us.  This 
also  could  have  great  weight  toward  the  restoration  of  the  church,  which  is  larg* 
and  Bumeroas,  and  without  the  intermixture  of  English  people. 

I  am  located  the  nearest  to  them  (Aquackononck.)  Rey.  Coens  was  sent  by  ths 
Rer.  Classis  as  minister  for  both  Aquackanonck  and  Second  River,  (Belleville,  1726.) 
But  during  the  life  even  of  Rev.  Coens,  there  was  a  separation  on  some  question; 
and  subsequently  they  got  a  minister  of  their  own,  even  the  said  John  Van  Drle^ 
sen,  although  I  was  minister  here  already;  for  they  were  misled  by  him,  and  would 
not  again  unite  with  Second  River.  But  now.  It  would  be  a  good  and  Christian 
thing  for  those  two  churches  to  unite  again,  and  especially,  because  neither  one,  by 
Itself,  Is  able  to  support  a  minister;  for  to  support  a  minister  goes  very  hard  hersu 
I  can  hardly  get  my  living  here  any  longer,  with  my  large  family.  The  sources, 
from  which  the  minister  is  for  the  greater  part  supported,  are  neglected.  Bverj 
one  does  about  as  he  likes,  and  the  church  does  not  pay  me  what  it  owes;  nor 
does  It  provide  me  with  firewood  as  stipulated  In  the  Call.  I  will,  therefore,  be 
under  the  necessity  of  suing  the  Consistory,  and  then  possibly  the  church  wUl 
go  to  pieces. 

Now  It  would  be  of  great  service  to  me.  If  the  Bev.  Classls  could,  by  counsel  or 
deed,  do  something,  or  make  some  provision.  The  Coetus,  it  seems  to  me,  might 
be  allowed  to  be  the  judge  of  a  change  of  place  for  ministers.  I  thought  that 
Christian  love  required  that,  after  Arondeus  had  been  called  to  Baritan,  the  people 
of  Long  Island  should  call  me,  as  they  have  need  there  of  two  ministers.  But 
things  are  in  confusion  there  too. 

Also  after  receiving  your  Bev.*s  letter,  I  received  through  the  Consistory  of 
New  York  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Classis,  dated,  Amsterdam,  March  4th,  1746L 
It  was  addressed  —  **  To  the  Ministers  of  the  Word  and  Elders  of  the  Dutch  Be- 
formed  Church  In  New  Netherland."  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  from 
them  how  It  stands  with  the  matter  of  Goetschlus  and  the  Coetus.  In  connection 
therewith  the  Bev.  Consistory  requested  me  to  unite  with  them  In  putting  the 
Goetns  In  operation,  and  In  sending  to  the  Bev.  Classls  an  answer.  Nothing  ap- 
peared more  plainly  than  that  our  request  for  that  young  man  (Tan  der  Llnde) 
was  the  means  of  bringing  the  Coetus  Into  being.  Among  other  things  in  the  said 
letter,  the  Bev.  Consistory  stated  that  with  regard  to  the  first  matter  mentioned 
in  the  Classical  letter  — that  of  Bev.  Goetschlus,  the  Bev.  Classls  had  already 
last  year  received  an  answer.  That,  Indeed  may  be;  but  not  ofllclsUy  from  the 
Coetus,  or  '*  Ministers  of  the  Word  and  Elders  of,  etc.",  as  the  address  reads;  un- 
less the  Classls  means  by  that,  the  "  Committee  ",  and  more  especially  —  noU  bene 
—  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Classls  for  that  very  purpose.  In  that  event, 
the  **  Committee "  must  have  Its  appointment  from  the  Classls.  Of  this  your 
Bevs.  say  nothing  In  our  letter;  but,  on  the  contrary,  write  about  the  Coetus. 
Or,  can  the  Bev.  Classls  appoint  a  Committee  in  a  matter  of  such  importance, 
which  may,  none  the  less,  entail  evil  consequences  —  a  commltte?  to  which  be- 
longs but  one  minister,  with  a  few  elders  and  which,  (In  coming  to  Its  conclusion) 
Is  so  tedious?  or,  can  such  a  committee  be  permitted  to  give  a  decision  In  regard 
to  the  Illegality  of  the  ordination  of  Bev.  Goetschlus  whom  previously  they  did 
not  see,  or  would  not  see?  Is  not  such  a  decision  the  province  of  a  full  ecclesi- 
astical Assembly,  even  as  the  ordination  of  that  young  man? 

Prom  all  this  your  Bevs.  must  be  suflldently  convinced  that  what  I  care  for 
and  have  always  cared  for  is  a  regular  Coetus,  This,  all  my  letters  to  the  Bev. 
Classls,  and  to  individual  ministers  thereof  show.  These  are  not  matters  to  be 
managed  by  individual  correspondence,  or  by  so-called  or  pretended  Elders  of 
our  Church,  or  Commissioners.  This  Is  the  reason,  why,  when  exhorted  thereto 
by  the  Bev.  aassJs^  I  have,  by  my  attltnde  here,  slToaKlT  urged  a  Coetus,  «a4 
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ClASBlS  OF  AuBTXaDAU. 

Correspond emre  in  America. 

Tlie   OfoaSlAory  of    New   York  to   the    Oonsistorie*  of    Kortb  1 

America,  May  12,  1747. 

Portfolio  "New  York",  Vol.  L 

nt  CMuMwr  «C  Nm(  York  to  tbe  ClinrcliM  etc 

B«r.  BbS,  btlaTt<  Erethren:  B;  tbe  hind  at  R*t.  CIpIiauR  Tan  (Hadima.  *te. 
•k  tkt  lOtb  «(  Apra  (1T4T)  ufelj  arrlTHl  u  mLalBCfr  for  Lone  IiUnO.  tHr  Er> 
O—mWlT  M  M«W  Vork)  recelTed  ■  leltcr  (ivm  the  Bcf.  CUmb  of  AmiR^ia 
'Wbkft  «■•  tkaa  addnued:  "To  the  Iter,  8lr».  the  Brelhren.  UiBlntn  *t  ai 
WMd  aai  aUan  ot  tbe  Dutch  REfocmcd  Church  iB   N(mt    N'etlierluid-' 

Aftar  Um  Mm  wb»  read  In  Conaiitiiry,  In  pT»cni;e  ■<»  of  R«t.  Vts  SIii4m 
«M  two  ■Man  tion  Long  IiUnd,  w*  felt  It  to  be  our  daty  ta  fwwtid  i  nf 
'Met  Wpr  at  It  (oar  Circular  Letter  to   tbe  Cbnrches)    ta  roar  Ren..  vUd  >• 

1  la  MfUd  t«  tba  fltat  matter  mestlaued  thervla,  the  Rei.  ClaM«(  alteailf  li« 
JtarNMlnd  toll  latorntatlcin  throDgh  Ui  Committee.  But  aa  to  the  aecond  ut- 
«tOT,  tka  B«T.  ClBMla  wrote  la  long  ago  aa  1T3S.  tlut  It  saw  da  ahJe«ClaB  In  iftF 
'  -Urn  of  Mah  ■  Coatts  aa  bad  been  aent  lo  It.  A  copT  of  Ihl*  Plu  U  alas  t«< 
■9m  huam.  mm  Hut  Ume  forward,  the  Claada  haa  Piprcted  that  Ou  ctstftM 
in  tkIM  ndMW  WMId  mike  ■  be<lanliiK   with  It.      Tbln,    bewereT.   hu  aol  r^ 


I  Letter  appean  to  be  a  quiet  admonition  to  na  ta  art  auk 
a  Coatva  in  opamtloB  at  ooce.  For  tlila  we  are  eiceedlugly  grateful  t»  the  Re* 
Claaila;  tor,  In  ooz  Jndeement.  a  Coclot  ia  very  much  oetMled  Co  adTance  Ui*  ta« 
latemt  of  Qod'a  Cfaorch  orer  bere,  and  alao  to  be  a  ebasBal  of  tafaraalka  la 
the  Claaita,  In  resard  to  odc  charehe*. 

Tour  Beva.,  belns  wltb  na,  anbonllaata  to  tbe  Bar.  Claaale;  •■<  *•  eariWtt 
tecofnlalDg  otir  common  brotherhood  with  yon;  yon  will,  aa  w*  tfelnk.  ta  laebtd 
to  andeiTOr  to  reapond  to  the  Rer.  Claaaia,  aa  to  thia  letter.  In  ■  otia&ctair  >aa- 
ner.  We  therefore  hope  ttiat  7011  with  na,  mar  now  abow  a  dlBparftloB  ta  aadw 
take  anch  a  lalntarr  work.    And  to  tUa  wa  moat  kindly  Invite  roar  Ben. 

Kay  It  pleaae  yonr  Bara.  to  let  ai  know  yotir  dealra  In  tUa  isattar.  tkat  wa  Bay 
act  accordingly. 

Commending  yonr  Beva  to  Ood  and  tbe  Word  of  Us  Qraee,  w*  Mala. 

Yonr  Bera.  obedient  aerranta  In  tbe  Lord. 

The  Canalitnry  of  the  Datcb  Beformed  Chun:h  of  Kew  Tork.    Id  the  ■am*  a(  iIL 
O.  Da  Bala,  acclba. 
Maw  loik.  May  12th  IHT, 

O1.ASSIB  OF  AUSTBBDAIC 

Correspondence  from  America. 
Six  Ministers  to  the  Classie  of  Amsterdam  about  tlie  establish- 
ment of  a  Coetus,  May  21,  1747. 
Portfolio  "  New  York ",  Vol.  i.     Extracts,  xxiii.  67. 

Very  Bct.  Bin  and  Highly  Selected  Brethren;  From  the  wirlaaaj  MUr  tf 
the  Bct.  Conilatory  of  New  ToTk  to  the  dinrchea  in  Ihaae  regioiM,  tka  Bar.  A*- 
Btmblj  {CUHli^  win  \<i.n  O*  tiAVv«\&i-.  >MX  «n.\2u.  «af«  antral  at  Mr.  UlpiaBM 
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Chttboh  of  New  Yobk. 
Kanor  of  Fordham.     Garden  st.  ChurcK. 

New  York,  Aug.  10,  1747. 

Consistory  held.     Mr.  Hardenbroek  informed  the  meeting, 

1.  That  some  of  the  tenants  on  the  Manor  had  told  him,  thai 
Peter  de  Lancey,  by  his  people,  had  cut  and  carried  away  from 
the  Manor,  thirty  oak  trees,  to  build  a  house;  whereupon,  Mr.  F. 
Van  Tearling,  J.  Kozevelt,  M.  Baiard  and  Chs.  Banker  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  enquire  what  right  Mr.  de  Lancey  had 
to  do  this  and  to  ask  him  to  show  it.  If  he  refused,  then  he  was 
to  be  requested  to  have  the  matter  settled  at  law  by  a  jury  taken 
from  Westchester  county,  if  agreeable  to  him. 

2.  That  the  schoolmaster  at  the  Manor  complains  of  the  decay 
of  the  school-house  in  which  he  lives.  Thereupon  the  Consisr 
tory  signified  to  Mr.  Hardenbroek  to  say  to  Vredenburg  that  he 
should  repair  and  improve  his  house  and  keep  it  in  repair,  keeping 
an  exact  account  thereof;  and  that  Mr.  Hardenbroek  shall  pay  out 
of  the  churches  money  half  the  cost  of  the  necessary  work  that  is 
done. 

3.  That  the  Church  Masters  make  a  new  gate  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible on  the  west  side  of  the  Old  Church,  for  convenience  of  re- 
moving bodies  when  they  are  buried  in  the  church  lot. 

G-.  Du  Bois,  p.  t.  President. 

Chttboh  of  Wbw  York. 
Baptisms  in  Private  Houses. 

New  York,  Aug.  20,  174T. 

Consistory  held  of  Ministers  and  Elders.  Present,  all  the 
ministers,  domines  Du  Bois,  Boel  and  Ritzema  and  all  the  elders^ 
F.  Van  Tearling,  J.  Boseveld,  N.  Bayard,  0.  Banker,  Q.  Ver- 
plank  and  Abrm.  de  Peyster. 

L  A  paper  was  read  by  domine  Ritsema  eontaininic  the  f  ollo^p- 


174St 


1747 


2970  EOGLSSIABnOAL  RSOOBDS 

ing :  Some  time  ago,  when  the  subject  of  baptizing  mck  duldnn, 
separate  from  a  ehnrch-meeting  or  preaching  seirice,  on  Ik 
earnest  request  of  persons  so  situated,  was  presented  in  ovr 
Consistory  of  ministers  and  elders,  it  was  provisionally  ordered 
that,  when  such  cases  occur,  the  minister,  assisted  by  an  elder, 
should  act  according  to  the  necessities  of  the  case.  Whether 
baptism  should  be  administered  on  such  a  plan  (in  cases  of  to- 
called  necessity),  needs  to  be  brought  to  formal  resolution. 

This  has  not  yet  been  done.  At  various  times  some  of  the 
elders  have  asked  why  the  provisional  order  was  not  made  abeo* 
lute.  They  also,  at  the  same  time,  requested  that  it  shonld  be, 
stating  some  reasons  for  considering  it  not  unlawful  but  rather 
necessary  for  our  congregations.  The  following  is  therefore  sob' 
mitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Consistory. 

1.  Although  we,  in  common  with  the  entire  Kef  ormed  Clrarch, 
deny  that  there  is  a  necessity  of  baptism  for  salvation,  yet  ^we  cod- 
sider  it  the  duty  of  all  who  are  in  covenant  with  Gk>d  to  have  thit 
ordinance  administered  to  their  children,  because  it  is  a  solemB 
dedication  of  their  seed  to  God  as  their  Covenant  OxmL 

2.  God's  Word  fixes  no  place  where  that  ordinance  must  be 
administered;  and  although  the  church,  as  the  place  where  the 
congregation  commonly  met,  is  the  most  proper  place;  neverthe- 
less, there  are  many  examples  of  its  having  been  administered 
elsewhere.  The  proposed  practice,  therefore,  conflicts  neither 
with  God's  Word  nor  with  the  usages  of  the  early  church. 

3.  Even  the  Synod  of  Dort,  1618-19,  proposes  different  courses 
in  the  POST-ACTA,  session  175,  private  baptism  is  mentioned, 
which  is  left  to  the  liberty  and  discretion  of  Consistories,  etc 
Therefore  some,  outside  the  Fatherland,  yet  still  subject  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  as  we  are,  have  made  such  use,  as  to  bap- 
tize privately  even  healthy  children. 

Therefore,  we  are  now  to  regard, 

1.  The  state  of  mind  of  certain  ones  in  our  congiegation. 
Xhese,  on  account  of  their  own  weakness  and  the  tenderness  of 
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heir  conaciencesy  eannot  bear  to  have  their  chfldren  deprived  of 
baptism;  and,  therefore,  must  either  see  them  die  unbaptized,  or 
Lave  the  ordinance  administered  by  other  persons,  as  several  times 
las  been  the  case. 

2.  The  custom  of  the  Church  of  England  in  this  country,  is, 
ndiflferently,  to  administer  private  baptism  where  it  is  desired; 
md  they  are  followed  in  this  practice  by  the  Presbyterians,  in 
order  to  keep  their  congregations  together. 

3.  The  close  connection  by  marriage  of  many  of  our  people 
pdth  those  of  other  churches.  If  they  are  denied  (private)  bap- 
tism, they  threaten  to  leave  our  church  and  go  to  the  others. 
Endced,  their  language  (English)  is  ever  more  natural  to  our 
inhabitants  and  even  to  the  members  of  our  congregation  than  the 
Dutch.     Going  elsewhere  is  also  often  done  for  less  reasons. 

These  considerations,   among   many  others   which  might  be 

urged,  I  have  thought  to  be  the  chiefest  ones  to  be  laid  before  you 

for  further  consideration,  in  behalf  of  the  welfare  and  edification 

of  our  congregation. 

John  Bitzenuu 

Ohttboh  of  New  Yobx. 
Baptizing  sick  children  at  home. 

New  York,  August  27,  1747. 

1.  The  above  paper  (Aug.  20, 1747)  was  unanimously  approved 
by  all  the  elders. 

2.  Domines  Du  Bois  and  Kitzema  and  all  the  elders  adopted 
the  following  formal  Resolution,  as  proper  and  necessary  for  our 
congregation  in  view  of  the  arguments  in  the  paper  of  domine 
Kitzema,  namely: 

That  when  any  parents  ask  one  of  the  ministers,  (domine  Boel 
still  adhering  to  baptism  only  in  the  church),  to  baptize  their 
dck  children  in  the  house,  he,  with  at  least  one  elder,  on  being 
satisfied  of  the  dangerous  illness  of  the  child,  shall  administer 
the  ordinance,  but  receive  no  compensation  whatever  for  the 
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Bame;  but  the  nsnal  fee  for  recording  shall  be  paid  to  one  of  & 
clerks,  and  the  parents  and  witnesses  shall,  in  remembrance  of 
the  poor,  hand  over  their  gifts  to  the  deacons. 

n.  The  elders,  Van  Tearling  and  Banker  were  appointed  to 
attend  the  Coetus  in  September,  (1747),  together  with  domina 
Du  Bois  and  Eitzema.  Domine  Boel  declared  that  he  ^ovld 
still  stand  aloof. 

III.  The  elders  also  agreed  to  examine  the  books  in  referencs 

to  the  Church  Kesolutions,  and  report  to  the  Consistoiy  ^hiA 

of  them,  in  their  judgment,  should  be  annulled,  or  amended,  or 

passed  anew. 

G.  Du  Bois,  p.  t.  President 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstbbdaic 

Foreign  Letters. 

1747,  Sept.  4th.  Art.  1.  Two  letters  from  Rev.  (Anthony) 
Curtenius,  of  Hackensack,  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Conh 
mittee  ad  res  Exteras,  to  furnish  the  Assembly  with  a  report  xiL 
185. 

Foreign  Letters. 

Art.  6.  Rer.  Kulenkamp  read  a  letter  from  Rev.  Hoedemaier, 
touching  some  Pennsylvania  matters,  of  which  mention  is  also 
made  in  the  Acta  of  Synod.  This  letter  was  referred  to  the 
Messrs.  Deputati,  with  the  request  that  they  would  be  so  kind  a3 
to  examine,  on  the  receipt  of  said  Acta,  whether  the  matters  re- 
ferred to  in  this  letter,  merit  any  further  consideration  by  U5, 
and  to  furnish  us  with  pre-advice.     xii.  136,  137. 

Hoevenberg. 

In  the  case  of  Rev.  Hoevenberg,  the  Deputies  have  already 
begun  to  exert  themselves  with  individual  Directors,  and  thev 
will  seek,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  stand  within  the  room  of  the 
Assembly  itself,  (to  make  report.)     xii  188. 
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Letters  from  Abroad. 

Art.  6.  A  letter  arrived  from  New  York,  written  hj  six  min- 
sters [of  May  21,  1747].  This  was  accompanied  by  a  letter 
Erom  Kev.  (Gualterus)  du  Bois,  and  a  copy  of  a  (circular)  letter 
Eroxn  the  Consistory  of  New  York  to  all  the  churches  of  those 
regions.  This  related  principally  to  the  erection  of  a  Coetus, 
with  reference  to  which  good  progress  had  already  been  made. 
Kev.  Muzelius,  however,  minister  at  Tappan,  made  it  appear  that 
the  erection  of  a  Coetus  went  against  the  grain  with  him.  The 
Deputies  are  requested  to  write  to  the  ministers  who  are  zealous 
for  the  Coetus,  and  particularly  to  Bev.  du  Bois,  and  to  praise 
their  zeal  in  this  matter,  and  exhort  them  to  continue  therein. 
They  shall  also  write  to  Bev.  Muzelius,  with  the  request  that  he 
will  please  submit  himself  to  the  judgment  of  this  Classis,  and 
to  put  no  hinderance  in  the  way  of  the  erection  of  a  Coetus. 

Bev.  Schlatter  of  Philadelphia  requested  that  he  and  his  Col- 
leagues  may  become  fellow  members  of  the  said  Coetus.  But  cer- 
tain objections  to  this  course  occurred  to  us;  mainly,  because 
Bev.  Schlatter  was  not  commissioned  by  our  Classis,  but  by  the 
Deputies  of  the  two  Holland  Synods.  He  therefore  cannot  prop- 
erly be  subordinated  to  us.  This  request  also  appeared  some- 
what premature,  because  the  churches  themselves  in  Pennsylvania 
are  not  yet  organized,  etc.  Therefore  no  final  resolution  on  this 
subject  was  adopted.  Nevertheless  the  matter  itself  shall  not 
be  laid  aside,  but  more  time  shall  be  taken  to  come  to  a  proper 
oonchision  about  it.    xiL  188* 
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Olassis  ov  Amstebdaic 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Proceedings  of  the  First  Coetus,  Sept.  8,  &  9,  1747. 

(Acts  of  Deputies^  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  xxiiL  95.) 

Members  Present. 

According  to  previous  smnmons,  there  appeared  in  the  Cob- 
sistory  Chamber  at  New  York: 

Domine  H.  £rickson«  with  his  Elder,  Matthew  Petersen, 
'*  G.  Haeghoort,  "  "  "  Hendrik  Jacobaon. 
*      J.  Eitzema,  "      "      "      Christopher  Bancker. 

«      B.  Meinema,  «     «      «      Hendrik  Van  Den  Btig. 

«      V.  Van  Sinderen,  "     «       "      Abraham  Lott 

The  Bev.  Mr.  Du  Bois  was  prevented  by  sickness;  and  Hr. 
Cnrtenius  had  not  yet  arrived. 

In  order  that  the  meeting  might  result  in  furthering  the  vet- 
fare  of  God's  Church  here,  Domine  J.  Ritzema,  in  the  lack  of  a 
president,  was  requested  to  open  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

Officers. 

Whereupon  the  election  of  a  President  and  Clerk  for  the  go?- 
emment  of  the  Assembly  and  the  necessary  Minutes  was  inh 
mediately  entered  into.  Domine  B.  Erickson  was  imanimouslT 
chosen  President,  and  Domine  J.  Bitzema,  Clerk. 

Then,  on  account  of  the  lapse  of  time,  the  Assembly  separated 
imtil  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Afternoon  Session  —  Two  o'Clock. 

Besides  the  above-named  persons,  F.  Van  Taerling,  an  elder 
from  New  York,  appeared.  The  meeting  was  solemnly  opened 
with  prayer  by  the  Bev.  President,  and  then  proceeded  to  busi- 
ness. 


OT  TEB  Stats  ov  Nxw  Yobk.  2975 


1747 


1.  Seview  of  Former  Proceedings. — All  the  old  Articles  which 
been  made  from  time  to  time  in  reference  to  the  Coetus  were 

^^^Eunined  and  read,  in  order  that  all  the  brethren  who  have  since 
:^^>ine  into  the  country  might  have  an  insight  into  matters,  and  all 
^Siroundless  prejudices  be  removed.  Especially  the  XI.  Articles 
"^aribdch  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  "Rev.  Classiis  of  Amsterdam 
'ere  further  considered,  and,  without  the  least  alteration,  unani- 
^monsly  approved. 

2.  Letters  from  Absent  Members. — ^The  letters  sent  by  the 
absent  brethren  were  read,  viz. :  from  the  Bev.  Messrs.  Van  Sant- 
Toord,  Mancius,  Mutzelius,  and  Frelinghuysen,  [T.  J.] 

8.  Disposal  of  them. — It  was  directed  that  the  substance  of 
these  should  be  recorded  by  the  Clerk,  and  also  sent  to  the  Eev. 
Olassis. 

The  meeting  then  separated  till  to-morrow  morning. 

September  9th — 10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Domine  Du  Bois,  and  also  Domine  Curtenius^  with  his  Elder, 
Adrian  De  Groot,  appeared  this  morning.  The  President,  as 
before,  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer,  and  the  proceedings  of 
the  previous  day  were  read. 

1.  Bequest  for  Examination. — The  student,  B.  Van  Der 
linde,  having  something  to  propose  to  the  Coetus^  asked  liberty 
to  come  in;  which  being  granted,  he  proposed  that  he  should  be 
admitted  to  the  preparatory  examination  by  the  Rev.  Coetus 
next  spring,  according  to  the  permission  granted  to  him  by  the 
Bev.  Classifl.  The  President  stated,  in  the  name  of  the  Coetus, 
that  an  answer  would  be  returned  this  afternoon;  the  ground  of 
the  requeet  must  appear  more  fully  to  the  Assembly. 

2.  The  Bequest  Granted. —  Hereupon,  the  Bev.  Messrs.  Erick- 
son  and  Haeghoort  read  a  letter  to  the  Assembly  from  the  Bev. 
Olassis,  dated  October  3,  1746,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 
Bev.  Olassis  allowed  this  young  man  the  preparatory  examinar 
tion,  and  after  he  should  receive  a  call,  the  final  examination. 
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by  the  Coettui  lawfully  called  for  that  purpose,  all  the  menilMn 
appearing,  together  with  all  the  ministers,  nomine  Claasis;  and 
that  thu5  his  request  must  be  granted.  Accordingly,  the  Ber. 
Ifessrs.  Erickson  and  Bitzema  were  unanimously  chosen  oxst 
iners. 

8.  Fees  for  Examination. —  The  meeting  proceeded  to  oonsiik 
the  matters  pertaining  to  examinations  nomine  Claasb;  tad 
determined : 

(1.)  That  henceforward,  in  all  these  cases,  a  student  shaQ  pir 
for  his  preparatory  examination  eight  pounds,  New  YoA  nuHiet; 
four  of  which  must  be  paid  before  he  is  allowed  to  appear,  ^ 
order  to  prevent  any  one  from  coming  rashly  before  us,  isd 
putting  the  Coetus  to  needless  expense  in  case  of  his  unfitneBB^] 
and  the  remainder  when  he  shall  be  approved.  The  final  exm* 
ination  shall  be  at  the  expense  of  the  congregation  which  ciDs 
the  candidate;  and  they  shall  pay  twenty  pounds,  New  Yoik  car- 
rency,  in  order  that  they  may  not,  merely  out  of  a  soK^aOed 
economy,  be  driven  to  the  preferring  of  those  who  pursue  thai 
studies  in  this  country. 

(2.)  That  no  student  shall  undergo  the  preparatory  examini- 
tion  except  in  a  regular,  systematic  manner,  not  only  upon  the 
ology,  but  also  upon  the  original  languages  of  the  Bible,  as  is 
commonly  done  in  the  Rev.  Classis  of  the  Netherlands. 

4.  Next  Meeting. —  It  was  concluded,  in  the  case  of  Van  Der 
Linde,  that  the  Coetus  should  sit  next  spring,  on  the  last  Tuesdaj 
in  April,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  in  the  Consistory  Boom  at  Kew 
York. 

The  meeting  separated  until  half-past  two  o'clock. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  President. 

1.  Van  Der  Linde. —  The  student.  Van  Der  linde,  was  in- 
formed of  1  ^;  of  his  request,  according  to  the  conclu- 
sion arrive  ^ming,  in  order  that  he  might,  bj  tlie 
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Tuesday  in  April^  prepare  himself  well  to  be  examined  by 
appointed  examiners. 
8.  The  Same. —  That  if  he,  in  the  mean  time,  should,  as  was 
mtready  probable,  receive  a  lawful  call,  he  should  be  admitted  to 
'the  final  examination  on  the  following  day  of  our  meeting. 

8.  Students'  Preaching. — Henceforth  no  student  shall  under- 
take to  preach  in  any  congregation,  be  it  in  church,  bam,  or 
house,  without  the  presence  of  a  minister;  under  penalty,  after 
he  has  been  warned  by  a  member  of  this  body,  of  never  being 
mdmitted  to  an  examination  before  us.  And  each  minister  and 
elder  is  charged  to  make  this  known  to  the  students. 

4.  Coetus  alone  to  seek  Ordaining  Power  from  the  Classis. — 
Henceforth  no  preacher  nor  preachers,  apart  from  the  Coetus^ 
flhall  undertake,  on  behalf  of  any  student,  to  solicit  from  the 
Beiv.  Classis  authority  or  power  to  qualify  him;  but  this  shall 
pertain  to  the  Coetus,  before  whom  the  student  shall  present 
himself,  with  sufficient  testimonials  from  his  teacher,  in  order 
to  ask  the  Coetus  itself  to  write  for  him  to  the  Bev.  Classis. 

5.  Questions  Proposed. —  The  following  questions  were  pro- 
posed for  the  consideration  of  the  meeting : 

(1.)  Whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  appoint  one  mem- 
ber of  this  body  to  prepare  some  rules  by  which  the  memben 
should  be  governed,  so  that  everything  might  be  done  in  order 
and  to  edification;  the  member  to  report  at  the  next  meeting? 

(2.)  Whether  there  is  anything,  in  place  of  the  Church  Visita- 
tion, which  can  take  place  here  before  the  Coetus? 

(3.)  Whether  the  Coetus  can  determine  anything  concerning 
the  transfer  of  ministers? 

Whereupon,  the  meeting  separated  until  to-morrow,  at  9  A.  M. 

September  10th — 9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  President;  where- 
upon, the  proceedings  of  the  preceding  day  were  read,  and  the 
questions  of  yesterday  afternoon  considered* 
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1.  The  Transfer  of  Ministers. — In  considering  the  1aflfcq»| 
tion,  respecting  the  translation  of  ministers^  the  tenth  Azlitii^ 
of  the  Synod  of  Dort  was  examined,  and  it  'was  conclnded,^ 
all  should  conform  to  that  Article  so  far  as  it  can  be  appfieii 
this  country;  as  shall  be  further  expressed  in  the  role. 

2.  Church  Visitation. — As  to  the  second  point,  the  ehni 
visitation  shall  take  place  here :  nevertheless,  no  elder  shall  bin| 
a  charge  against  the  minister  unless  authorized  by  the  Consistcrrj. 

3.  Eules  of  Order.— The  first  question  is  entirely  apprwl, 
and  the  Bev.  Mr.  Haeghoort  is  appointed  to  the  T^ork. 

4.  The  Circles. —  As  the  seventh  fundamental  Article  of  4e 
Coetus  shall  be  divided  into  Circles  for  the  consideration  of  eass 
which  cannot  be  settled  in  particular  congr^ations,  the  foQowiif 
division  was  made: 

(1.)  The  New  York  Circle,  embracing  the  ministers  of  tb 
city,  Long  Island,  and  Poughkeepsie. 

(2.)  The  Jersey  Circle,  embracing  the  ministers  of  Navcant 
Second  Eiver,  and  Hackensack. 

(3.)  The  Albany  Circle,  embracing  the  ministers  of  Schenec- 
tady and  Schoharie. 

6.  Preaching  of  Strangers. —  The  following  inquiry  was  mh- 
mitted:  Can  a  Consistory  without  the  knowledge,  or  against  tie 
will  of  a  minister,  introduce  any  one  into  his  pulpit?  This  was 
taken  ad  referendum. 

6.  Letters  from  the  absent. —  Concerning  the  letters,  it  was 
concluded : 

(1.)  That  the  request  of  the  Eev.  Mr.  Santvoord  be  so  far 
granted  as  that  the  Clerk  shall  send  to  him  the  principal  pro- 
ceedings. 

(2.)  As  to  the  other  letters,  see  the  conclusion  of  this  session. 

7.  Finally,  the  Clerk,  together  with 'the  Eev.  Messrs.  Du  Bo:.- 
and  Van  Sinderen,  shall  prepare  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  to 
inform  them  of  that  portion  of  ^dings  which  needs  to 
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ade  known  to  them.     Yet,  it  shall  not  be  sent  until  it  has 

approved  by  the  CoetnSy  in  its  next  session* 
rhereon,  the  assembly,  well  satisfied,  separated  in  love  and 
ce,  to  meet  again,  God  willing,  on  the  appointed  day  in  the 
t  spring.* 

Classis  ov  Amstbbdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  about  1747? 

.  letter  from  Johannes  Bitzema,  without  day  or  year,  (but  in 
the  spring  of  1747);  signed  also  by  B.  Erickson.  [Beception 
of  this  letter  must  have  been  delayed.] 

In  this  are  found  briefly  these  following  matters: 

1.  Although  he  cannot  meddle  with  the  particulars  of  the  dis- 
putes between  Bev.  (John  H.)  Ooetschius  and  his  opponents,  as 
not  having  any  part  in  the  sitting  of  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  Classis,  he  wishes  to  give  Olassis  some  information  of  the 

of  which  he  himself  was  an  eye  and  ear  witness;  and  to  which  he 
was  more  than  once  invited  by  both  parties. 

2.  Further:  he  states  that  the  Bev.  Classis,  from  the  writings 
both  of  the  Bev.  Goetschius  and  of  the  Bev.  Committee,  will 
readily  be  able  to  comprehend, —  and  he  desires  not  that  it  should 
be  otherwise  —  that  the  two  parties  are  diametrically  opposed  to 
each  other. 

8.  Although  he  does  not  wish  to  blame  the  committee,  nor  to 
justify  Bev.  Qt)etschius  —  whom  he  declares  to  have  been  impru- 
dent in  many  respects^  and  in  many  circumstances — nevertheless 
he  seems  favorably  inclined  to  the  side  of  Bev.  Ooetschius, — 
which  is,  as  it  appears  to  him,  and  as  he  declares,  according  to  the 
trnth. 

4.  He  makes  known,  that  although  he  has  never  heard  Bev. 
Gk>etschius  preach,  neither  would  he,  stante  casu,  dare  to  let  him 

I*  These  mlnntes  were  not  milled  to  tbe  Cltssli  of  Ameterdtm  until  Ap.  261 
1748,  when  for  tbe  fint,  a  letter  was  completed  and  aent  also.  See  said  letter 
DBder  Ap.  26,  174&] 
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preach  for  him;  yet  that  having  met  him  socially,  and  from  w]a 
others  say,  who  had  heard  him,  he  has  remarked  in  Gk)et8diii]s  i 
zeal  in  the  cause  of  Gh>d.  He  hopes  for  his  retention,  throng 
the  good  favor  of  Rev.  Classis;  for  since  his  ordination  bai  al- 
ready been  legalized  by  the  Classis^  he  might  be  useful,  if  not  ii 
his  present  charge,  yet  among  other  congregations  which  ak 
earnestly  desire  him. 

6.  Further  he  gives  a  complete  description  of  the  deplonUa 
situation  of  Eev.  Goetschius,  both  in  the  beginning  and  now.  He 
thinks  that  the  ground  for  the  hatred  of  his  opponents  lay  in  lus 
earnest  and  faithful  ministry.  He  says  in  addition,  that  as  an  iiD* 
partial  person,  who  wishes  to  tell  the  real  facts  of  the  case,  and 
which  if  necessary,  could  be  confirmed  by  testimony,  he  faund 
himself  obliged  to  make  such  a  statement  to  Classis. 

6.  He  finally  concludes  this  letter  with  the  prayer,  that  noi 

only  all   troubles  and   schisms  may  be  taken    away,  and   that, 

through  the  excellent  care  of  the  Classis,  a  well  ordered  and 

subordinate  Coetus  may  be  created;  but  also  that  it  may  go  vf^ 

with  the  !N'etherland  Zion,  and  the  Bev.  Classis^  in  all  respect& 

Was  signed, 

John  Ritzema,  Eccles.  in  New  York. 

Reinhart  Erickson,  Eccles.  at  Neverzink 

zxiii.  56,  57. 

In  a  Postscript,  it  is  announced: 

1.  That  Rev.  Haagoort  had  made  known  to  them,  by  letter, 
his  inclination  to  the  pushing  on  of  the  matter  of  a  Coetus;  but 
was  not  able  to  be  present  with  them  now,  on  account  of  being 
too  busy. 

2.  That  Mr.  Erickson  had  communicated  to  them  the  letter  of 
Rev.  Classis  to  Revs.  Erickson  and  Haagoort,  declaring  that  thej 
jsubjected  themselves  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam^  and  tbt 
.they  would  act  accordingly. 
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"   Jn  this  letter  was  also  enclosed  an  Addendum,  from  Key.  Da 
2oi&.    In  this  it  is  made  known: 

1.  That  Eev.  Mnzelius  was  opposed  to  the  Coetus. 

2.  That  Eev.  Dn  Bois,  as  far  as  possible,  would  comply  witH 
the  aim  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam;  and  that  to  this  ^id,  a 
second  letter  was  despatched,  containing  a  friendly  request  that 
each  minister,  with  an  Elder,  would  be  pleased  to  meet  with  themi 
as  a  Coetus  for  the  first  time,  at  New  York,  on  the  second  Thurs- 
day of  September,  1747. 

8.  That  Key.  Slatter  (Schlatter)  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  time 
of  the  said  fraternal  gathering,  had  come  to  them; 

(1)  That  he  repeated  his  commission  to  them,  and  communis 
cated  to  them,  the  execution  of  the  same^  and  the  blessed  progresa 
thereof. 

(2)  He  asked  their  advice  and  approval  of  certain  matters, 

(3)  He  made  known  his  desire,  that  he  and  the  Oermaa 
preachers  in  Pennsylvania  should  also  be  admitted  to  this  CoetuSy 
and  that  it  should  be  considered  as  one  body  for  all.  He  was  an* 
awered  on  this  point:  That  the  Coetus  was  subordinate  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam;  that  it  could,  therefore,  do  nothing  in 
this  matter  without  the  consent  of  the  same;  but  that  he  might 
present  his  proposition  at  the  next  meeting. 

(4)  This  addendum  was  then  concluded,  and  signed, 

G.  Du  Bois. 

C14AS8IS  OF  Akstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.    [Fall  of  1747.] 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  to  the 

Churches,  of  May  12,  1747. 

1.  In  this  the  churches  are  informed: 

(1)  That  the  Rev.  Consistory,  through  the  Rev.  iJlpianus  van 
Sinderen,  had  received  on  April  10,  (1747),  a  letter  from  the  Rev. 
Classis  of  Amsterdam.    It  was  addressed:    To  the  Reverend  Gen- 
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t1(3roen  and  Brethren,  SlinisterB  of  God'a  Word,  and  Orwseojti  i 
the  congregations  of  the  Netherland  Clmrch  in  New  NetbcTUad: 
(2)  That  the  same  having  been  read  in  the  presence  of  Ew. 
TJlpianufl  Tan  Sinderen  and  two  elders  from  Long  Xsland,  the  Cm- 
flistory  judged  that  a  copy  thereof  should  be  sent  to  the  chiucbei. 
Thifl  was  done. 

2.  The  CoetuB  waa  recommended  to  the  chnrches. 

3.  The  request  was  made  that  the  churches  would  make  ksoia 
their  minds  on  this  matter. 

4.  This  letter  then  concludes  with  salutetionB,  and  is  signed  in 
the  name  of  the  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Church  of  Xew  York,  bv 

G.  Du  Boii 
New  York,  May  12,  174T.  «iiiL  69,  TO.. 

Cl-ASSIS  OF  AMSTESnATt.  ^H 

Acts  of  the  Dt^uties.     [Sept  1747.] 

Kxtract  from  letters  to  the  Rev.  Clasais  of  Amsterdam,  froia 
Eev,   Anthoniua  Curtenins,  dated  Hackensack,  Mar.  15  inJ 

May  26,  I7i7. 

I.  In  this  is  made  known: 

1.  That  the  letter  of  the  Eev.  Classis  to  Revs,  Erickaon  md 
Eaaghoort,  in  regard  to  the  advancement  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Tin 
der  Linde,  had  been  read  in  the  Assembly,  From  this  it  ap- 
peared that  the  Rev.  Claesis  waa  surprised,  that  Rev.  A.  CnrteniDs 
had  not  written  about  the  person  mentioned,  since  he  re»ded  in 
his  locality.  This  surprise  waa  relieved  by  Rev,  A,  Curtenius  in 
this  manner:  He  enclosed  a  letter  of  March  IB,  1746.  in  which 
he  had  written  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     In  this  he  had 

(1)  Treated  of  Benjamin  van  der  Linde,  how  long  and  undei 
vhom  he  had  studied  in  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages;  and  tbi 
Clai^sis  had  been  asked  where  he  should  seek  his  promotion  wh«i 
he  should  be  prepared  to  undergo  an  examinati<Hif 

(2)  He  asked  that  power  might  be  given  by  the  Clas^  of  An 
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sterdam,  to  tlie  futoro  Coetus  to  examine  him,  and  alao  to  ad- 
vance him  (to  licensure  and  ordination.) 

2 

8.  (1),  (2) 

(3)  Two  reasons  are  given  why  Ooetos  makes  no  Progress: 

(a)  The  first  is^  that  there  are  Bef ormed  2£inisterSy  who  allow 
I>eT8ons  to  preach  who  have  no  commission  to  the  Reformed 
Church ;  like  "  Mr."  Goetsius,  who  has  preached  in  the  church  of 
Wefw  Haarlem;  and  ''Mr."  Wieviel,  in  the  Dutch  churches  on 
Long  Ldand. 

(b)  That  there  are  three  or  four  ministers  opposed  to  the 
Coetua. 

He  thinks  that  an  admonition  of  Classis,  by  a  letter^  of  those 

who  axe  against  the  Coetus,  might  be  productive  of  good  results 

for  the  furtherance  of  the  Coetus.    Conclusion^  etc, 

Signed,  A.  Ourteniua. 

Hakkensak, 

March  15,  1746/ 

n.  IhLt  the  letter  of  March  15,  1746,  of  Bev.  A.  Ourteniua^ 
was  detained  by  Bev.  Haaghoort,  to  whom  it  had  been  sent  un- 
sealed, and  who  had  been  in  collusion  with  Bev.  Erickson,  until 
the  vessel,  that  at  that  time  was  to  sail  for  Holland,  had  gone. 

TTT.  That  the  reason  why  the  said  letter  was  detained  by  Bev. 
Haaghoort,  was  this:  because  Bev.  A.  Curtenius  did  not  wish  to 
make  any  change  in  it,  and  request  that  the  power  to  examine  B. 
van  der  Linde  should  be  given  to  him  (Erickson)  and  Bev.  Haag- 
hoort, instead  of  to  the  Coetus;  but  he,  (Curtenius)  judged  that 
it  were  better  that  this  power  should  be  given  by  the  Bev.  Classis 
of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus,  than  to  these  two. 

Finally:  the  letter  concluded^  and  is  signed, 

Anthonius  Curtenius, 
Hackensack,  xsiii.  70,  72. 

May  26, 1747. 
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AOTS  OF  THE  ClASSIS  OF  AmSTEBDAIC 


j  Eev.  Hoevenberg. 

1747,  Oct  2nd.  Art.  3.  In  the  case  of  Eev.  Hoevenberg,  tk 
Eev:  Deputies  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  effect  anything,  be- 
cause no  meeting  has  a3  yet  taken  place  of  the  Directors;  but  tliej 
will  keep  on  the  watch.    xiL  138. 

Eeport  on  Foreign  Letters. 

Art.  10.  The  Eev.  Deputati  rendered  a  report  on  the  letten 
from  abroad,  as  follows:  Two  from  Eev.  CnrteniuSy  one  of  Maidi 
15,  1746,  and  one  of  May  26,  1747.  And  since,  in  one  of  theei 
letters,  it  is  stated  that  men  were  allowed  to  preach  there  who 
had  no  permission  to  do  so  from  the  Eeformed  Church;  the 
Deputies  shall,  in  the  P.  S.  of  the  letter  to  be  written  to  him,  n- 
quest  that  the  Coetus,  when  the  same  shall  have  been  brou^ 
into  existence,  will  take  heed  to  this,  and  be  careful  to  prevent  it 

A  letter  from  Eev.  Schlatter,  dated  Narisch,  (Norris?)  Maj 
23,  1747,  in  which  he  gave  an  account  of  the  condition  of  the 
Churches  of  (Pennsylvania).  There  was  an  opportunity  already 
to  locate  nine  preachers  there.  They  are  requested  to  answer  Kev. 
Schlatter,  praising  him  for  his  industry  and  exhorting  him  to 
persevere  therein.  Also  that  we  do  not  at  all  approve  his  proposal 
to  come  over  to  our  Fatherland  for  the  collecting  of  ministers; 
and  that  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  would  not  be  agreeable 
to  the  Messrs.  Deputati  SynodL    xii  139. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstsbdaic 

Missing  Letters. 

Art  11.  Whereas  by  reason  of  the  present  war  it  often  occurs 
that  the  ships  which  carry  out  letters  to  Philadelphia  are  cap- 
tured, and  therefore  it  is  necessary  that  duplicates  should  be  made 
of  certain  letters,  and  these  also  should  be  forwarded:  therefore 
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L.t  18  permitted  to  the  Messrs.  Depp,  in  consideration  of  this^  to 
Employ  the  services  of  a  copyist  for  this  purpose  in  order  to  lighten 
"^heir  burdens^  especially  regarding  the  letters  in  the  case  of 
'^oetsius.    xii.  139,  140. 

Letters  to  the  Churches  in  Foreign  Lands. 

Art.  12.  The  following  letters  were  read  by  the  Eev.  Depp, 
written  by  them  to  the  churches  in  foreign  lands;  namely,  one  to 
New  York,  addressed  to  six  preachers  there;  one  to  Eev.  du  Bois; 
one  to  Eev.  Muzelius;  one  to  the  Consistory  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  one  to  Eev.  le  Seur  separately ;  and  finally  one  to  Eev. 
Raesvelt,  minister  at  Curacoa.  These  letters  were  all  listened  to 
with  full  satisfaction,  and  the  Eev.  Deputies  were  thanked  for 
their  trouble,  and  requested  kindly  to  forward  them.  Quod 
factum.    ziL  140. 

Classis  of  Amstekdaic. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Eev.  Fred  Muzelius,  Oct  8| 

1747,  No.  67  of  Vol.  30,  p.  93. 

To  the  Eey.  and  Learned  Mr.  F.  Muzelius,  pastor  at  Tappan. 

Eev.  Sir  and  Much-esteemed  Brother: — It  is  now  some  time 
since  we  advised  the  brethren  who  are  the  overseers  of  the  Church 
of  New  York  and  neighboring  places,  and  uiged  them,  in  a 
friendly  and  brotherly  way,  to  organize  a  Coetus,  to  preserve  unity 
in  doctrine,  and  promote  edification  in  the  churches.  For  in  such 
a  Coetus,  meeting  at  certain  fixed  times,  the  interests  of  the 
flocks  entrusted  to  your  care  could  be  discussed.  Lately,  we 
learned  with  joy  that  a  beginning  of  the  work  desired  had  been 
made;  but  we  also  heard  with  regret  that  there  were  some  minisr 
ters  in  that  country,  who  could  not  yet  be  induced  to  join  in  thia 
work.  Among  other  reasons,  they  declared  that  in  church  affairs 
they  were  subject  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  in  civil  mat- 
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tere  to  their  lawful  nilera.     Among  these  we  are  informed  tint  I 
you  are  found. 

Hence  we  are  moved  to  write  yon  privately  upon  this  importat 
matter,  in  order  to  commend  you  the  promotion  of  the  gchoDfe 
Worthy  brother,  only  think  how  important  such  a  plan  is;  utd 
bow  fruitful  of  good  it  may  be,  for  the  overseeiB  of  a  Church  ia 
any  land  to  unite  themselvea  by  a  cloae  bond,  and  assemble  in- 
temally  from  time  to  time  at  a  certain  place,  to  discuss  not  onlj 
matters  of  doctrine,  as  may  indeed  be  necessary;  but  to  delihente 
on  the  interests  of  their  churches,  to  strengthen  one  another  bj 
their  mutual  counsel  and  action,  and  thus,  by  a  common  undw- 
etanding,  to  give  increased  power  to  the  execution,  of  all  pn^taUe 
measures.  The  political  euhordination  to  your  l&wful  anthoritJw 
is  not  thereby  taken  away,  because  civil  matters  do  not  come  up 
for  discussion  in  such  a  Ooetua,  And  do  you  recognize  younelf 
as  subject  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  in  ecclesiastical  afiain! 
This  relation  not  only  remains  intact,  but  will  really  be  atreogtft- 
ened  by  the  institution  of,  and  attendance  upon  each  a  Coetiu. 
The  Clasais  can  communicate  its  suggestions  and  deliberations  to 
all  the  churches  in  a  better  and  easier  way  through  the  medinm 
of  such  a  Coetus,  than  by  writing  separately  to  particular  charchw 
and  their  officers.  Therefore,  brother,  let  us  have  joy  yver  yon  in 
this  matter.  (Laat  ons  uwer  hierin  genieten.)  And  may  God's 
blessing  be  according  to  our  wish  upon  your  esteemed  person,  and 
sacred  ministry,  to  the  extension  of  Christ's  kingdom;  even  ts-wt 
also,  after  offering  our  services  and  our  greeting  of  brotherly  love, 
testify  ourselves  to  be, 

Your  well  wishing  Brethren,         ., 

Cor.  Houthof,  V.  D.  M.  Amst  Depp.  CL  p.  t.  PraeMS. 

Or.  Kuleokamp,  V.  D.  M.  Amst.  Depp.  CL  p.  t.  Scriba. 
udam,  Oct  2,  1747. 
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Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Oorrespondence. 

Hie  Olassis  of  Amsterdam  to  Bev.  Gualterus  Du  Bois,  October  2, 

1747.    No.  68  of  Vol.  30,  p.  94. 

To  Rev.  Mr.  G.  Du  Bois,  Pastor  at  New  York. 

Rev.  Sir  and  Highly-esteemed  Brother: — We  have  with  mucK 
satisfaction  received  a  letter,  dated  May  21,  1747,  and  signed  by 
yourself  and  J.  Ritzema,  R  Erickzon,  A.  Curtenius,  Th.  Freling- 
linysen  and  TJ.  Van  Sinderin;  and  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed 
by  the  Consistory  of  New  York  to  the  churches  in  that  country; 
as  well  as  another  letter  from  yourself  giving  us  fuller  informa- 
tion. While  we  at  this  same  time  answer  the  letter  from  the  six 
brethren  mentioned,  we  have  also  thought  it  especially  expedient 
to  write  to  you  privately,  as  we  now  do.  We  return  you  our 
<sordial  thanks  for  the  commendable  zeal  you  have  shown  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Coetus.  This  will  be  very  beneficial  to  the 
churches  there  after  their  many  struggles.  We  rejoice  to  see 
that  some  appreciable  advance  has  already  been  made  therein, 
and  we  trust  that  the  obstacles  yet  remaining  will  be  removed  in 
the  meeting  called  for  September,  now  already  past  In  order  fur- 
ther to  promote  this  good  work  we  determined  to  write  privately 
to  Rev.  Muzelius,  urging  him  to  attend  and  to  help  organize  such 
Coetus. 

Further  we  learn  with  much  joy  from  your  letter,  that  the  at- 
tempts of  Rev.  Schlatter,  in  Pennsylvania,  are  not  without  their 
blessing,  and  that  he  has  had  much  fruit  and  great  success.  But 
SB  regards  his  proposal  to  you,  to  take  into  union  in  your  Coetus 
the  German  ministers  in  Pennsylvania,  we  do  not  wonder  that 
jou  perceived  many  objectionable  features  in  the  plan,  especially 
the  different  conditions  in  which  their  churches  stand.  But  ws 
do  not  think  you  should  dismiss  this  proposal  altogether,  but  it 
is  best  to  defer  it  for  the  present,  on  the  ground  that  those  G^rmioi 
churches  are  not  yet  regularly  organized  and  established,  and  ihnt 
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sneh  time  ought  properly  to  be  expected,  yea,  ooglit  to  le.  Bot 
if  this  plan  should  be  more  urgently  urged,  or  if  these  chmcki 
should  be  immediately  organized,  let  it  be  asked  whether  it  wo&U 
not  be  well  that  the  German  and  Dutch  churches  should  hold  tber 
separate  Assemblies,  (or  Coetus-es),  but  that  for  the  maintenasce 
of  Unity,  Deputies  should  be  sent  from  one  to  the  other  bj  wit 
of  correspondence,  even  as  this  used  to  take  place  in  GelderUsd 
and  Utrecht  among  the  Classes.  At  any  rate  we  think  that  tha 
many  objections  and  inconveniences  would  be  prevented. 

Meanwhile,  we  wish  you,  for  the  furtherance  of  this  work,  tlie 
needed  wisdom,  as  well  as  the  Lord's  rich  and  precioua  Ueanf 
upon  all  your  endeavors. 

We  remain,  after  greeting  of  brotherly  love, 

(Subscribed  as  preceding.) 
Amsterdam,  Oct  2,  1747. 

Classis  of  Akstebdaic 
Acta  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Oorrespondenoe. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Messrs.  G.  Du  Bois,  etc  Oct  2, 1747. 

No.  69,  in  Vol.  30,  p.  95. 

To  th%  Rer.  O.  Da  Bols,  J.   RItsema,  Rein.  Erickion,  A.    Cartenlas,  J.  Prellnr 
huyzen,  and  U.  Van  Slnderen,  Preachers  In  and  around  New  York. 

R*T.  Bin  and  Hlghlj  Honored  Associates:  From  the  letter  of  yoor  Rer.  Boij. 
dated  New  York,  May  21,  1747,  we  perceive  with  much  satisfaction  the  safe  arrlni 
of  Domlne  Van  Slnderen,  and  jonr  successfal  endeavor  flnallj  to  consummate  tttt 
work  of  establishing  a  Coetns  for  the  real  advantage  of  the  congregations  In  rear 
land.  It  Is  cause  of  joj  to  ns  that  for  this  purpose  jon  alreadj  oaet  on  the  20tk 
of  Maj  last,  for  the  first  time,  In  the  way  of  a  Coetns,  or  at  least  of  a  preput- 
tion  for  a  Coetus  and  that  you  determined  to  meet  again,  each  with  an  elder, 
on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September,  and  to  Invite  by  circular  the  more  distut 
ministers  In  the  country  to  meet  with  you.  In  like  manner,  we  rejoice  to  see 
that  Domlne  Haaghoort  has  expressed  to  you  by  letter  his  Inclination  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Ooetus. 

We  also  flatter  ourselves  with  the  hope  that  the  letter  sent  through  the  Rer.  Co2>- 
slstory  of  New  York  has  had  a  desirable  Influence  to  this  end  with  many,  if  oot 
with  all;  and  It  will  be  eminently  agreeable  to  us  to  learn  In  due  time  that  such 
was  really  the  case.  Meanwhile,  as  we,  not  without  reason,  fear  that  some,  oa 
account  of  age,  and  others  for  other  reasons,  will  draw  back  from  this  good  tod 
useful  work,  we  are  of  opinion  that  yon  should  begin  to  bold  the  Coetus  with 
those  who,  seeing  Ita  uses,  have  already  agreed  to  It,  since  In  all  probabUlty 
others,  now  not  yet  decided  In  the  matter,  will  from  time  to  time  join  yon.  And 
we,  on  our  side,  shall  not  fall,  according  to  our  abilltjt  to  co-operate  fur  this  tsi. 
IB  the  use  of  such  means  as  shall  teem  fit. 
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It  was  also  rerj  agreeable  to  ns  to  learn  from  jour  letter  that  Domlne  Brlckson 
not  only  commnnlcated  to  70a  the  letter  of  the  Clasals  to  himself  and  Domlns 
Jtaachoort  concerning  the  case  of  B.  Van  Der  Llnde,  bat  had  also  expressed  his 
■contentment  with  the  epistle,  for  that  can  serve  to  promote  good  order  and  edifica- 
tion. Ifnrther,  we  pray  that  God,  In  his  gradoas  prorldence,  maj  gnlde  this 
nndcrtaklng  to  a  good  end,  and  that  he  may  bestow  the  best  of  his  blessings  npon 
Sroor  persons,  families,  and  official  dntles,  to  the  establishment  of  his  honor  and 
your  Joy.    We  remain,  with  brotherly  lore,  and  greet  yon  with  great  respect. 

Your  hnmble  senrants  and  fellow-laborers.  The  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  In  ths 
nnme  of  all, 

G.  Knlenkamp,  Dep.  CI.  p.  t.  Praeses. 
Ben.  Bronwer,  Eccl.  Ams.  Dep.  CI.  p.  t.  Bcrlba. 
Amsterdam,   October  2,   1747. 

P.  8. —  This  letter  although  prepared  In  the  Classls  on  the  day  mentioned,  has 
been  a  Uttle  delayed,  partly  because  there  was  no  opportunity  of  sending  It,  and 
VArtly  because  we  waited  for  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  hujns  annl; 
which,  howerer,  are  not  yet  ready,  nor  Is  It  certain  whether  they  can  be  sent  with 
this.     Meanwhile,  we  may  mention  that  we  have  written,  concerning  the  case  of 
Domlne  Goetschlns,  to  Domlne  Bltsems,  to  the  ministers  and  elders  constituting 
the   Consistory  of  New    York,   to  the  congregations  of   Queens   County,    and   to 
i>omlne  Goetschlus  himself,  all  under  date  of  the  0th  of  January,  1747;  which 
letters  we  hope  hare  come  to  hand.  Intending,  however.  If,  contrary  to  expecta- 
tion, we  learn  that  they  have  miscarried,  to  have  copies  sent  by  the  next  oppor- 
tunity.   Finally,  we  suggest  for  consideration,  whether  It  does  not  belong  to  the 
Katies  of  the  Coetus  to  take  good  heed  that  no  persons  destitute  of  a  lawful 
commission  preach  In  your  congregations  —  a  thing  which,  we  are  sorry  to  leara, 
hmm  now  and  then  occurred. 


Olassis  of  Akstebdaic 

'Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Eev.  Antonius  Curtenius,  October 

2, 1747.    VoL  30,  p.  98,  No.  30.  (60?) 

To  Eev.  Mr.  Anth.  Curtenius,  pastor  at  Hakkensak, 

Reverend  Sir  and  Much-esteemed  Brother: — Your  two  com- 
munications, namely  of  March  16, 1746  and  of  May  26, 1747  came 
fiaf elj  to  hand.  They  each  relate  to  the  same  matter,  the  examina« 
tion  of  one  Benjamin  Vander  Linde.  We  gave  our  opinion  on  this 
subject  at  the  time  to  Rev.  Hagoort,  and  it  agrees  with  yours.  We 
might  therefore  have  spared  the  present  writing,  nevertheless  we 
preferred  not  to  do  so;  but  rather  embrace  the  opportunity  to 
thank  you  for  your  commendable  zeal  for  good  order  and  edifica- 
tion, as  well  as  for  the  diligence  you  have  exercised  toward  the 
establishment  of  a  Coetus  in  those  lands.  We  trust  that  this  good 
cinderstanding  may  succeed.     In  furthering  the  same  we  have 
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already  had  occasion  to  avail  ourselyefl  of  suggestioiiB  or  facts  ist 

nished  bj  yourself ^  and  we  shall  not  fail  to  avail  onrselvea  faiAs 

of  the  same  as  opportunity  requires.     Mean^while  we  ocmaai 

you  to  God  and  the  word  of  his  grace.    We  remain  with  ooriil 

wishes  for  the  Lord's  blessing  upon  yourself,  family  and  ministij. 

(Signed  as  preceding.) 
l&insterdam^  Oct  2^  1747. 

Classis  of 


jiLcts  of  the  Deputies,  "Nov.  6,  1747* 
Committee  in  the  case  of  Bev.  Hoevenberg. 

November  6, 1747,  Eev.  Deputies  were  once  more  befors  flic 
Messrs.  Directors  of  the  Society  of  Suriname,  and  urged,  in  de 
interest  of  Bev.  E.  T.  van  Hoevenberg,  the  payment  of  the  seoond 
installment  of  the  six  hundred  guilders  granted  him  as  a  loan; 
but  that  it  might  be  paid  him  sooner.  This  was  g^racioual^  ac- 
corded for  this  time. 

Other  end  of  VoL  zxiiL  18. 

Letters  to  East  and  West  Indies. 

On  the  same  day  were  read  by  Rev.  Deputies,  and  approved  by 
Classis,  several  letters,  destined  for  the  East  and  West  Indies,  of 
which  the  copies  are  to  be  found  in  the  Copy-Book. 

Other  end  of  VoL  xxiiL  18. 

Classis  of  Amstebdaic 
Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondenoeu 

To  the  Eev.,  Learned,  Mr.  Michael  Slatter,  (Schlatter),  pastor  b 
Pennsylvania,  Nov.  28,  1747.     (N.  B.  602.) 

Bev.  and  Much-esteemed  Brother: — The  Bev.  Mr.  Eulenkamp 
has  commxmicated  to  us  a  letter  sent  by  yon  to  him^  dated,  Karit 
(Morris  ?)  May  23rd  1747, —  nine  miles  from  XTsir  Yois;  Wt 
resolved  to  embrace  the  opportunity  oft&nAp  hfA 
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those   regions   of   the   Bevs.    Hoogritiner    (Hochrentiner)    and 
SartholomaeuB,  cordially  to  answer  the  same.     We  learn  from 
said  letter  with  mnch  satisfaction  and  joy,  of  your  diligence^  as 
isv^ell  as  the  difficulties  experienced  in  visiting  the  churches  in  that 
oountry,  that  you  may  edify  them,  and  bring  them  into  regular 
order;  also  the  prudence  exercised  by  you  in  this  business,  and 
especially  that  your  efforts,  by  God's  blessing,  have  not  been  in 
vain.    We  take  deeply  to  heart  the  great  lack  of  laborers  in  that 
great  harvest  field.    That  we  are  not  behind  in  contributing  our 
part,  to  supply  this  lack,  the  coming  of  the  two  above  named 
gentlemen,  (whose  journey  may  Gbd  prosper,)  is  witness.    We  are 
likewise  rejoiced  to  hear  of  your  zeal  toward  securing  the  forma- 
tion and  the  full  organization  of  a  C!oetus  in  those  parts.     We 
would  extend  our  remarks  upon  this  subject,  if  we  had  been  so 
furtunate  as  to  have  received  either  of  the  two  letters,  which  we 
have  indirectly  learned  you  have  sent  us.    Not  to  have  received 
one  or  the  other,  is  a  thing  which  has  not  heretofore  occurred.    The 
cause  is  uncertain,  but  possibly  it  was  because  they  were  enclosed 
in  others.     Therefore,  we  suggest  for  your  consideration  whether 
it  be  not  the  safer  plan  to  address  all  letters  hereafter  directly  to 
US.    Meantime,  waiting  for  these,  we  will  be  ready  to  reply  again. 
We  commend  you  to  God  and  the  Word  of  his  grace.    With  prayers 
for  God's  best  blessings  upon  your  person  and  sacred  office,  and 
with  brotherly  good-will,  we  remain, 

Beverend  and  Much-esteemed  brother, 
Cornelius  Houthoff,  Dep.  p.  t  Praeses.     Gterardus  Eulenkampi 

Dep.  p.  t.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam,  Nov.  28^  1747. 

AOTS  OF  THX  ClASSIS  OF  AmSTXBDAIC 

Letters  to  be  sent  Abroad* 

1747)  Deo.  12tL  Art  9.    The  Bev.  Depp,  read  the  draft  of  a 
latter  to  Soxuittiii^  jmU      miotian  Aoniizi  of  Hie  feeble  conr 

lutanoeii  as  well 
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as  what  waa  done  by  them  in  hU  bebalf,  etc.  This  letter  » 
listened  to  with  pleasure,  and  the  Depp,  were  asked  to  fomri  | 
it  together  with  the  Acta  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland.  TIct 
also  read  the  drafts  of  letters  to  Bev.  Schlatter ;  to  Rev.  Cnrtenii^ 
and  to  Rev.  van  Essen ;  minigter  at  St.  Euetatius.  Theae  were  iJn 
approved,  with  thanks,  and  were  directed  to  be  forwarded.  11 
ditional  material,  wbioh  the  Messrs.  Depp,  had,  was  laid  om, 
for  lack  of  time,  until  the  next  Classis.  For  the  same  leaaon  thr 
Acta  of  the  foregoing  Classis  were  not  read.    xii.  14^ 

Rev.  Eoevenbergh. 
Art  11.  The  Rev.  Depp,  reported,  that  upon  their  int««eaBicn. 
they  had  secured  from  the  Messrs.  Directors  the  gift  of  six  hoE- 
dred  guilders,  in  two  drafts,  as  a  loan  to  Rev.  Hoevenbe^,  He 
had  afterward  again  written  very  complainingly  to  them,  aldu 
they  do  not  have  much  hope  that  they  can  get  those  gentlemm  to 
listen  to  him  much  longer.  The  receipt  for  the  second  three  hm- 
dred  guilders,  sent  by  Rev.  Hoevenherg  to  the  Depp.,  was  shown 
by  them  to  us.    adi.  141. 

John  Henet  LvDnja,  Son  of  the  Douinis. 

1747. 

Tba  eonncll  af  the  prorlnce  Id  1T4T,  brought  serloni  <:biTgn  icalnrt  Joka  Smf 
tirdlDK.  Mn  ot  the  domlnl?.  alleclnf  tbal  be  wai  a  p«nan  of  dvapent*  tonans: 
tbit  be  bad  ri«Ided  aereral  yntn  \a  Canada,  married  e  woman  Ibere  of  tb'  RnDliJ 
cburcb,  after  baring  abjarpil  the  pratealBDt  religion,  and  that  bli  latMgnn.  U- 
gpther  with  other  poplsb  emlgsarlea,  bad  teoded  to  atleoate  tbe  fritsdihip  ot  Ika 
iHdUoa  and  perplex  tbe  admlDlatralloD. 

—  Unaiell'a  Auaali.  Vol.  1.  p.  113.    Corttla'a  Manaal,  4th  *d-  1)02.  p.  XT. 

Olasbib  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     1747?    Dec? 

A  letter  from  Lambertus  De  Ronde,  Ecclesiastes;  hoc  tempore, 

Scriba;  but  without  place,  year,  or  date. 

The  Extract  is,  that 

I.  In  the  name  of  this  Rev.  Conventns,  (of  Suriname),  in  rep!* 
to  two  letteta  ixom  X\ie  ^js.'^  .  C!i\%.'i&\^  ci^<q  ibout  the  case  of  Bev.  ds 
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,  and  the  other  of  July  12, 1746,  about  that  of  Bey.  Hoeven- 
: — The  letter  stated: 

1.  That  far  from  having  acted  with  insufficient  moderation  in 
pegard  to  Bev.  de  liege,  it  rather  appeared  from  the  Minutes  that 
they  could  not  have  dealt  more  gently;  that  they  wished  indeed^ 
that  such  cases  might  never  again  occur;  and  kindly  asked,  that 
the  Bev.  Classis  would  be  pleased^  so  far  as  possible,  to  do  their 
best  that  they  shall  always  get  men  there,  (in  Suriname),  pos^ 
sessed  of  a  sound  understanding,  and  with  zeal  for  the  glory  of 
God's  name;  and  being  themselves  also  affected  with  a  spirit  of 
gentleness;  in  order  to  help  on  the  prosperity  of  the  churches 
there,  etc. 

2.  Ab  regards  the  return  of  Bev.  Hoevenberg:  They  request 
in  this  connection,  that  if  he  has  not  completely  recovered  he  be 
not  advised  to  undertake  the  ministry  in  that  place;  that  Classis 
will  look  out  for  a  man  of  a  sound  constitution;  that  they  think 
they  are  not  giving  offense  by  this  request,  for  it  only  serves  to 
show  their  good  disposition  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Church 
there  (Suriname).  This  is  better  known  to  them  than  to  the 
Bev.  Olassis. 

n.  The  Acta  of  the  North  Holland  Synods  of  the  years  1745 
and  1746,  were  duly  received*  For  these  they  expressed  their 
cordial  thanks. 

m.  The  entire  letter  about  Bev.  Hoevenberg,  and  in  respect 
to  the  Flan  for  the  conversion  of  the  ITegroes,  will  be  answered 
more  fully  after  the  succeeding  session,  and  as  soon  as  possible. 

IV.  He  sends  therewith  their  improved  Flan  of  a  conventus, 
of  the  year  1747;  with  the  recommendation  of  themselves  to  the 
fraternal  favor  of  the  Bev.  Classis,  in  helping  to  extend  the 
Kingdom  of  Christ  in  those  localities.  The  letter  concludes  with 
salutations;  and  is  signed, 

Lambert  de  Bonde,  Eccle.  and  p.  t.  clerk. 


1747 


1747 


M' 
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In  a  postscript  there  is  added :  In  accordance  with  the  fotnft 
Article  of  these  Acta,  I  ask  in  the  name  of  our  Conyentna, 
whether  you  will  not  present  this  matter  to  the  Noble  Might? 
Gentlemen  of  the  East  India  Company,*  and  lend  your  assisfaince 
thereto,     xxiii,  78,  79. 

Classis  of  Amstsbdaic 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

Eev.  E.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg.    No  date.     (Dec.!  1747!) 

E.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg  having  pitifully  asked  otir  intercession  in 
the  obtaining  of  two  i>ensions  each  of  six  hundred  guilders,  and 
the  balance  of  a  third,  granted  to  him,  as  he  says,  because  of  his 
wretched  condition;  and  inasmuch  as  he  is  still  very  weak  in  body 
and  brain,  and  thus  incapable  to  perform  his  work,  etc.;  There- 
fore, in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  Classis,  the  President 
and  Clerk  presented  themselves  before  the  Hon.  Estimables,  the 
Messrs.  Directors  of  the  Suriname  Society,  on  May  9,  and  ifter 
salutations,  recommended  this  man  cordially  to  their  Hon.  Es- 
timables. These  gentlemen,  by  the  mouth  of  their  Hon.  Esti- 
mable President,  declared  that  they  not  only  well  appreciated 
our  compassion,  but  that  they  themselves  pitied  him;  but  they 
added,  that  in  the  appointment  of  ministers  they  were  onlj 
Mandatories,  and  that  the  salaries  of  the  ministers  were  paid 
out  of  the  Colonial  treasury.  Therefore  they  could  not  make 
those  determinations  and  resolutions  about  this  matter,  as  thev 
themselves  might  otherwise  wish. 

Yet  they  not  only  wished  to  take  the  case  into  consideration, 

but  they  also  said  that  the  Messrs.  Directors,  Trip,  Bakker  and 

Hartsink,  would  invite  us,  if  we  had  the  time  for  it,  to  consider 

with  them  in  what  way  this  man  could  be  helped  in  the  most 

practicable  manner. 

Other  end  of  Vol.  xxiii.  14. 

*  In  1747  the  affaira  of  the  Bast  and  West  India  CompaBlcs  were  nnlted,  tad 
the  Prince  of  Oranfa  waa  made  the  common  head. 
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AOTS  OF  THX  ClABSIS  OF  AmSTEBDAIC 

Report  on  Letters  from  Abroad. 

1748,  Jan.  9th.  Art.  8.  A  report  was  rendered  by  the  Bey. 
Depp,  ad  res  Exteraa  on  some  letters  that  have  arrived^  namely: 

1.  One  from  Bev.  Hagoort^  in  which,  among  other  matters  of 
lees  importance,  mention  is  made  of  the  distressing  condition  and 
division  of  the  church  of  Akekenocs,  (Aqnackanonck,  now  Pas- 
saic,) caused  by  a  certain  nnordained  person  there,  (John  Van 
Driessen,)  who  had  now,  however,  been  removed  from  the  min- 
istry, and  had  been  cast  into  prison  by  his  creditors.  He  desires 
to  have  another  settlement  given  him  by  this  Classis,  as  it  is  not 
passible  for  him  to  live,  with  his  nimierons  family,  in  his  present 
location,  etc.  The  Bev.  Depp,  were  asked  to  draw  up  a  letter 
in  reply  and  to  show  this  subsequently. 

2.  The  young  man  (Benjamin)  van  de  linde,  to  whom  our  As- 
sembly heretofore  granted  permission  to  be  examined  by:  the 
Coetus  in  that  country,  thanked  us  for  that  resolution  in  a  letter. 

8.  Bev.  de  Bonde  had  sent  a  letter  in  the  name  of  the  Con- 
sistory of  Suriname,  without  year  or  date,  accompanying  which 
were  the  Acta  of  the  Conventus  of  1747.  In  these  Acta  occurred 
several  matters  of  importance,  of  which  an  accoimt  has  already 
been  given  to  this  Assembly.  The  Bev.  Depp.,  after  having 
ascertained  the  drift  of  these  documents,  are  requested  to  draw 
up  the  draft  of  a  letter  in  reply  thereto. 

4.  A  letter  has  been  received  from  Bev.  Vieira,  in  the  name  of 
the  General  Church  Assembly  of  Suriname,  dated  August  24, 
1747,  with  enclosures.  At  that  meeting  they  made  many  com- 
ments on  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  conversion  of  the 
heathen  in  that  colony.  They  also  suggested  a  new  plan,  which 
they  deemed  to  be  better  calculated  to  further  that  salutary 
work.  Of  this  plan  an  account  was  here  given.  The  Deputies 
were  thanked  for  the  trouble  expended  by  them  and  they  were 
requested  to  furnish  us  with  their  suggestions,  (pre-advice)  about 
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tliis  plan  which  had  been  Bent  over.     They  were  also  t 
kindly  to   confer  with  the   Deputies  of  the  Messrs. 
in  order  to  ascertain  if  they  too  had  received  'word  in  r 
tliia  plan,  and  to  learn  what  was  their  idea  of  it.     xii.  Hi,  14G. 

Chdkch  ov  New  Toek. 

New  York,  March  7,  1T43. 
Consistory  held,  of  ministers  and  elders.  There  were  chowu 
as  delegates  to  the  ensuing  Coetus,  to  meet  April  26,  along  «iti 
the  ministers,  Du  Boia  and  Kitzema,  the  elders,  Chs,  Banker  lad 
Philip  Livingston.  The  latter  not  knowing  but  that  pnblic  afiiia 
might  hinder  him  from  attending,  Abrm.  Van  Wyck  mi  if 
pointed  his  secundus.  ^^k 

Acts  OB"  THE  Classis  of  Austebdau,  • 

Letter  from  Nos.  1  and  2, 
1748,  April  lat.     Art.  5.     Rev.  Hagoort  was  answered  bj 
Revs.  Deputies  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  Assembly,     xii.  147. 
Receipt  from  Rev,  E.  T.  van  Hoevenberg. 
Art.   9.     The  Rev.   Deputies  exhibited   a   receipt   which  hid 
been  placed  in  their  hands  by  Rev.  E.  T.  van  Hoevenberg,  dated 
Oct.  9,  1747,  for  three  hundred  guilders.     This  bad  been  p»id 
to  him  as  a  loan,  as  minister  at  Snriname,  by  the  Messrs.  Kiwt- 
ors  of  the  Suriname  Society.     See  Acta  of  Classis,  Dec  12,  174", 
Art.  11.     liL  148. 

Classis  of  Austerdam. 

'Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Gerardus  Haeghoort,  April  1, 

1748.     Vol.  30,  page  108,  No.  68. 

To  RcT.   Ur.  Oerard  Hasoorl,   piitor  at  Swoad  Rlier  In  New  Nrtberlasd. 

ncT,   Sir  >Dd  Uticb-*itpcmcd  Broifaer:— W«  recplT»d  r<rare  of  An|;iiit  Stk  1T4T  In 

due  lime  itltb  the  eBCloa«d  ledfr  from  Ihe  Madldatv.  B.  van  drr  Undeo,  csRlals- 

■□S  3  iu)U«a  ot  b\*  tt«t"*>V)n  n«vcL\iux\'n  vuft  '&fi«imn,  vwL  Wk  Uunk*  to  Rf*. 
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CUmIs  for  permlttlni?  the  same.    We  have  only  to  say.  In  reply,  that  we  wish  him 
tbe  blesalDg  of  God  rtvX  a  aanctlfled  diligence  In  the  prosecution  of  his  labors. 

As  regards  your  letter,  we  are  pleased  to  see  that  our  instructions  In  reference 
to  said  van  der  Linden's  examination  met  with  the  approbation  of  yourself  and 
others,  and  were  followed  out;  also  that  the  same  led  to  the  establishment  of  a 
Coetns,  which  we  have  long  had  In  ylew.  We  lire  In  the  hope  that  the  Articles 
necessary  to  a  well  constituted  and  Christian  Coetus,  have  been  drawn  up  by  the 
Rev.  brethren  In  charity,  and  have  been  adopted  with  general  satisfaction.  It 
will  give  us  peculiar  pleasure  to  learn  this  fact.  We  trust  that  much  benefit  may 
result  therefrom,  the  preservation  of  good  order,  with  the  edification  and  increase 
of  the  Church  In  those  distant  regions.  We  also  notice  with  delight  that  you  also 
contribute  your  influence  to  the  same. 

What  you  tell  us  concerning  the  unhappy  and  disturbed  condition  of  the  Church 
of  Acquackenonck,  near  your  own  and  formerly  united  with  that  of  Second  River, 
affects  us  deeply;  as  well  as  what  you  write  about  the  tardy  payment  of  your 
salary.  To  the  redress  of  all  such  difficulties,  we  know  of  no  better  plan  than 
that  the  newly  constituted  Coetus  should  take  hold  of  all  these  matters,  discuss 
them  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  then  with  Christian  prudence  adopt  such  meas- 
ures as  may  remove  all  difficulties.  In  reply  to  reports  received  from  you,  and 
qnestions  and  policies  proposed  in  the  name  of  the  Coetus;  we  shall  be  in  better 
condition  to  answer  such  things  more  fully  and  more  satisfactorily,  than  we  can 
answer  different  private  letters.  These  are  not  seldom  found  to  differ  In  par- 
ticulars; they  also  do  not  all  reach  us  at  the  same  time,  but  sometimes  one  Is  a 
long  time  after  another,  (although  relating  to  the  same  circumstances,)  and  thereby 
we  are  perplexed  how  to  give  instructions,  for  want  of  the  full  light.  Such  reasons 
and  many  more  couTlnce  us  of  the  necessity  of  a  Coetus,  wherein  the  various 
affairs  may  be  treated  in  a  fraternal  and  Christian  manner.  Therefore  we  are 
anxious  to  learn  that  the  plan  has  been  consummated  to  general  satisfaction. 
Until  then,  we  are  willing  to  wait.  We  commend  yon  to  God  and  the  word  of  his 
grace,  with  our  best  wishes  for  God*8  richest  blessings  upon  you,  your  family  and 
your  sacred  ministry. 

G.  Kulenkamp,  V.  D.  M.  Amst.  Depp.  CI.  p.  t.  Praeses. 
B.  Brouwer,  Ecc.  Amst.  Depp.  CL  p.  t.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam,  April  1,  1748. 


Trinity  Church,  New  York. 

A  Chapel  needed. 

Vestry,  1748,  April  12.  This  Board  being  of  opinion  that  It  has  become  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  build  a  chapel  of  Base  to  Trinity  Church,  and  being  desirous 
to  build  the  same  where  it  will  be  most  commodious  and  convenient  to  the  con- 
gregation in  generall:  Ordered,  That  the  Church  Wardens,  Col.  Moore,  Mr.  Watts, 
Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Cliambers,  Mr.  Horsmanden,  Mr.  Beade,  and  Mr.  Lodge,  or 
any  four  of  them,  (one  of  the  Chnrch  Wardens  always  to  be  one,)  be  a  committee 
to  consider  where  will  be  the  most  proper  place  for  building  the  said  chapel,  and 
to  hear  the  sentiments  of  the  congregation,  with  their  several  reasons,  and  to 
make  their  report  to  this  Board  with  all  convenient  expedition. 

Ordered,  That  the  Church  Wardens,  Mr.  Reade  and  Mr.  Chambers,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  purchase  six  lotts  of  ground  fronting  Nassau  street  and  Fair  street, 
from  David  Clarkson,  Esq.,  upon  such  terms  as  they  shall  think  reasonable.  In 
order  to  build  a  cliapel  of  Ease  to  Trinity  Church  thereon. —  Berrian*s  History  of 
Trinity  Church,  New  York,  ]^  78. 


1748 
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Classis  of  Amstebdaic 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  first  Coetns  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Sept.  8  &  9, 1747. 
Kef  erred  to,  Vol.  xxiii,  Acts  of  Deputies,  p.  96.  [Not  mafled 
unta  April  26,  1748.] 

Reverend  and  Honored  Brethren: — How  we  esteemed  the  a^ 
ceptable  letters  of  your  Eeverend  Body,  received  at  the  same  tune 
with  the  happy  arrival  of  the  Eev.  Mr.  Van  Sinderen,  and  what 
was  thereupon  done  by  us,  has  been  already  made  known  to 
you  in  a  letter  signed  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Du  Bois,  Ritzema, 
Erickson,  and  Curtenius,  on  the  21st  of  May  in  the  present  year. 

Since  that  time,  we  have,  on  the  appointed  day,  brought  into 
actual  operation  the  Coetus,  with  those  who  were  inclined  to  h, 
and  who  had  come  to  attend  it.  We  cannot,  therefore,  discharge 
our  duty,  according  to  one  of  our  fundamental  articles,  without 
laying  upon  the  table  of  your  Rev.  Bod^  what  has  been  done 
since  then. 

We,  who  were  deputed  by  the  last  article  of  the  last  session 
to  prepare  a  letter  and  make  known  to  you  the  most  necessary 
parts  of  our  proceedings,  have,  after  further  consideration, 
thought  it  best  not  to  send  extracts,  but  to  submit  the  whole  far 
your  inspection,  just  as  it  is  recorded,  that  thus  our  upright  piu^ 
poses  for  the  welfare  of  Qt)d's  Church  here  may  shine  forth  ii 
the  clearest  manner,  to  the  shame  of  our  adversaries,  whose  ieA- 
ings  we  therefore  allow  to  follow  in  their  own  words. 

As  to  Domine  Boel,  he  has  been  pleased  to  express  himself  a 
little  more  softly  than  formerly,  in  consequence  of  the  preference 
of  his  elders  for  the  Coetus.  He  desires  us  to  write,  that  Domine 
Boel  declares  himself  as  still  wishing  to  hold  himself  aloof. 

The  letter  of  Domine  Mancius  amounts  to  these  two  things: 

1.  He  is  not  satisfied  with  a  Coetus,  because  he  holds  it  to  be 
of  no  use,  but  of  pernicious  and  dangerous  consequences  to  God's 
Ghurcli  \i%Te. 
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2.  The  Rev.  Classis  itself,  eveiQ  lately,  had  engaged  and  prom- 
8ed  to  render  their  aid  to  his  congregation  in  tl^e  matter  of  Cas- 
par Fryenmoet,  without  directing  or  recommending  them  to  the 
Ooetus. 

The  letter  of  Domine  Mutzelins,  which  we  give  in  full,  an 
abstract  not  answering  the  purpose,  runs  thus,  word  for  word: 
-     "  That  the  Eev.  Classis  in  1739  saw  no  difficulty  in  forming 
a  Coetus  in  these  provinces,  and  observed  to  you  that  it  might 
be  a  thing  altogether  necessary  for  the  good  of  God's  church 
here,  I  cannot  yet  entirely  understand,  and  I  suspend  my  judge- 
ment thereon  until  I  comprehend  it  better.     I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  it  will  be  more  for  an  injury  and  confusion,  than  for  the 
gain,  peace  and  unity  of  our  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  in  case 
tbe  thing  goes  on.     Time  and  experience  will  show;  and  per- 
haps there  will  be  a  total  defection  from  our  dear  Netherland- 
ish Church,  (which  may  Gh>d  forbid!)  and  then  vale,  Patria,  etc. 
Concerning  this  matter,  none  of  our  Consistory  have  yet  spoken, 
and  fl  week  or  more  must  elapse  before  they  can  do  it,  being 
compelled  to  go  to  the  Manor  of  Cortlandt  to  render  service. 
But  for  mj^  part,  I  write  you  in  haste,  not  the  Consistory,  (sit 
venia  verbo,)  whom  I  otherwise  respect  and  hold  at  their  full 
worth,  that  in  ecclesiastical  matters  I  have  subjected  myself  to 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  in  political,  to  the  Protestant 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  (sapienti  sat,  etc.) 

Domine  Van  Santvoord  will  unite  with  us.  For  the  present 
he  excuses  himself  on  account  of  the  peril  of  the  journey.  So 
also,  Domine  [Theodore]  Frelinghuysen  [of  Albany]  shows  him- 
self inclined  to  do  the  same,  and  has  done  his  devoir  to  bring 
over  his  Consistory.  But  they  finally  declared  that  as  yet  they 
will  hold  themselves  aloof;  so  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  attend 
our  meeting. 

At  the  condusion  of  the  Coetus,  there  came  a  letter  from  the 
Domine  Caspar  Fryenmoet,  who  unites  himself  with  Promoter 
MancJOA. 
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This  is  the  short  account^  Reverend  Brethren,  which  we  have 
to  conununicate  to  yon,  along  with  our  minutee;  trusting  that 
you  will  thus  plainly  perceive  what  purpose  we  and  our  antag- 
onists respectively  cherish.  We  will  not  burden  our  letter,  as 
we  think  we  might  justly  do,  with  the  reasons  why  they  conduct 
in  this  manner.  We  pray;  God  that  they  may  be  brought  to  lay 
aside  all  prejudices,  and  see  that  the  thing  affects  them  as  mudi 
as  it  does  us,  and  that  their  duty  is  to  further  the  welfare  of 
God's  Church  here,  without  seeking  their  personal  interest. 

Further,  we  subscribe  ourselves,  after  especial  prayers  for  all 
happiness  and  blessing  from  God  in  Christ  upon  your  Ber. 
Assembly, 

With  great  respect,  Reverend  Sirs,  Tour  servants  and  fellow- 
laborers,  (in  the  name  of  all,) 

Reinhard  Erickson,  Praeses^ 

Joannes  Ratsema,  Scriba. 


1 
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Classis  of  Amstesdaii. 

Correspondence  from  America, 

Acts  of  Coetns. 

New  York,  April  26,  1748,  A.  M. 

According  to  the  appointment  of  the  last  Coetus,  the  meeting 
to-day  again  assembled. 

Members  Present. 

Dom.  Erickson,  with  his  Elder,  Matthew  Peterson. 

"      Ritzema,  )  ( C.  Bancker, 

DuBois,}  with  the  Elders,      {^  yan  Wyck. 

Curtenius,  with  his  Elder,  John  Duryee. 

Haeghoort,  "       "      " 

Meinema,  «       "       '* 

Van  Sinderen,         "      "      " 

The  Elder,  Hendrik  Fisher,  of  New  Brunswick. 

The  Elder,  Garret  Van  Wagenen,  of  Aqnackononck. 

Domine  Erickson,  the  former  President,  opened  the  meeting 
with  an  impressive  prayer;  whereupon  Domine  Curtenius  was 
chosen  President,  and  Domine  Du  Bois,  Clerk. 

Examination  of  Students. —  The  student,  C.  Van  Der  linde, 
appeared  in  the  Assembly,  and,  since  the  Eev.  Classis  had  given 
permission  to  the  Coetns  to  examine  him  as  a  candidate,  he  satis- 
factorily treated  a  proposition  on  Romans  v.  1,  the  text  assigned 
to  him.  Meanwhile,  as  we  had,  two  or  three  days  since,  received 
the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Classis  in  which  they  gave  to  the  Coetus 
liberty  to  admit  the  student,  J.  Leydt,  to  the  preparatory  and 
the  final  examination,  and  as  he  was  now  in  the  city,  he  appeared 
in  the  Assembly  and  asked  to  be  examined.  His  request  was 
granted,  and  when,  upon  inquiry  whether  he  could  deliver  a 
proposition,  he  said  that  he  could  upon  2  Cor.  iii,  6-8,  the  Presi- 
dent assigned  him  that  text. 
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Letter  to  the  Claaeis.— Then  the  letter  to  the  Rev.  Omk,] 
prepared  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Du  Bois  and  Ritzema  in  thi:  uoe 
of  the  Coetus,  was  read  and  approved.  Thereupon  it  »m  n- 
Bolved,  that  the  Minutes  of  the  Coetiie  should  never  agais  bt 
retained  here  bo  long,  but  should  always  be  forwarded  ta  & 
Rev.  Classis  by  the  first  opportunity;  and  that  the  Minutes  of 
the  present  Coetus  should  be  sent  with  those  of  former  ssdaoL 

Letters  from  the  Rev.  Claasia. —  The  letter  of  the  Rev.  Cbuai 
to  the  Kev.  Consistory  of  New  York,  and  that  of  the  same  to 
the  Rev.  Messrs.  Du  Eois  and  Ritzema,  touching'  the  caw  of  the 
student  Leydt,  were  read.  It  was  determined  that  the  BtudenU 
Van  Der  Linde  and  Leydt  should  be  admitted  to  the  preparatory 
examination  to-morrow  morning. 

Concluded  with  prayer  until  half  past  two  o'clock. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  meeting  assembled  at  the  appointed  time,  and  was  openeii 
with  prayer. 

The  Student  Leydt. —  The  Student  Leydt,  according  to  appoint- 
ment, delivered  a  proposition  upon  2  Cor.  iii.,  6-8,  and  gave 
such  satisfaction  tliat  he  was  likewise  received  with  Van  Der 
Linde  to  be  examined  in  the  morning,  after  reading  the  Church 
certificate,  from  which  it  appeared  that  they  had  been  commuai- 
canta  for  some  years. 

The  Student  Verbryck's  Request.^  The  student,  Samuel  Ve^ 
bryck,  requested,  in  the  name  of  Domine  Frelinghuysen,  of  l\ew 
Albany,  and  other  ministers,  that  the  Coetus  would  write  to  *^e 
Rev.  Classis  for  permission  to  examine  him  for  license.  He  was 
told,  with  a  reference  to  the  express  declaration  of  the  Classis, 
that  the  Coetus  would  do  what  it  could  on  his  behalf. 

J.  H.  Goetachius. —  Domine  Qoetschius  exhibited  a  letter  from 
the  Rev.  Classis  to  him,  in  which  it  appeared,  besides  other  mat- 
ters, that  the  Rev.  Classis  declared,  1.  That  he  should  be  released 
from  the  congregatioii  ol  t^Mc^-na  Gwoii.-^ ,  keuI  that  con^'egation 
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from  him;  2.  That  he  should  be  recognized  as  a  candidate  in  the 
Netherlandish  Churchy  and  should  be  taken  by  the  hand  in  his 
pious  undertaking.  Whereon,  the  Coetus  received  and  recog- 
nized him,  promising  to  make  a  declaration  in  his  case  through 
the  conmiittee,  that  he  should  be  received  in  the  name  of  the  Bev. 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  as  a  candidatus  ministerii  in  the  Low 
Dutch  Bef  ormed  Churclu  He,  on  his  part,  certified  a  willing- 
ness to  become,  according  to  the  Classical  Letter,  subordinate  to 
the  Coetus. 

Letter  from  New  Brunswick. — Mr.  Fisher,  the  elder  from 
New  Brunswick,  read  a  letter  from  the  Consistory  there,  urging 
the  speedy  examination  of  Mr.  Leydt,  in  order  that  their  con- 
gregation, which  was  vacant,  might  employ  him  as  a  candidate; 
and  if  satisfied,  might  call  him. 

The  Assembly  adjourned,  as  before,  till  the  next  day,  al 
10  A.  M. 

New  York,  April  27. 

Aquackononck. —  After  calling  upon  the  name  of  Gk>d,  the 
Assembly  took  into  consideration  the  request  of  the  Consistory 
of  Aquackononck,  that  the  Bev.  Messrs.  Du  Bois  and  Curtenius 
should  repair  thither  in  order  to  confer  with  them.  The  Coetus 
left  it  to  the  discretion  of  Messrs.  Du  Bois  and  Curtenius  to  act 
with  them  on  ecclesiastical  matters,  and  to  suggest  to  the  Couf- 
ristory,  which  is  now  released  from  John  Van  Driessen,  and 
desirous  of  a  lawful  Low  Dutch  Bef  ormed  minister,  whether  it 
would  not  be  well  to  have  Aquackononck  and  Second  Biver 
united,  and  ask  them  to  do  what  they  can  to  this  end. 

Schenema's  Bequest. —  John  Schenema,  a  student  of  Goet- 
Bchius,  appeared  in  the  Assembly  and  requested  to  be  recomr 
mended  by  the  Coetus  to  the  Bev.  Classis.  But  his  testimonials 
were  not  satisfactory,  eq)ecially  in  that  he  had  no  certificate  of 
membership  in  any  Low  Dutch  congregation.     He  therefore, 
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after  some  discussion,  was  unanimously  refused  by  the  Coetiu, 
and  withdrew. 

The   meeting  adjourned   in   a   suitable   manner   until  three 
o^clock. 

Afternoon  Session. 

Examinations. —  The  Assembly  being  opened  with  Divine  lc^ 
vice,  and  being  full,  the  students  Van  Der  linde  and  Lejdt 
were  called  in,  to  undergo  the  preparatory  examination.  Thi! 
was  begun  by  Domine  Ritzema,  in  Hebrew  and  Greek,  and  also 
upon  the  principal  points  of  theology,  and  afterwards  continued 
by  Domine  Erickson  upon  other  portions  of  the  same.  The  ex- 
amination, which  consumed  two  hours,  being  finished,  the  sts- 
dents  withdrew,  and  the  Coetus  unanimously  declared  themselTS 
satisfied  with  it.  This  fact  was  then  announced  to  the  student 
with  the  invocation  of  God's  blessing  upon  them,  and  the  Assen- 
bly,  as  usual,  adjourned  until  the  next  morning,  at  ten  o'clock. 

New  York,  April  28. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer. 

Rules. —  The  draft  of  laws  or  rules  for  the  Coetus  was  read 
and  unanimously  adopted,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  ReT. 
Classis. 

Fryenmoet's  Ordination. —  The  manner  of  Domine  Fryei- 
moet's  ordination  being  considered,  it  was  deemed  advisable  t 
make  some  representations  thereon  to  the  Rev.  Classis. 

Suitable  testimonials  were  given  to  the  students  who  had  hee 
examined  as  candidates  for  the  ministry. 

It  was  determined  by  the  Coetus  that  all  other  business  sbouU 
for  the  present,  be  arrested;  whereupon,  the  President,  with  a 
impressive  prayer,  concluded  the  session,  and  all  the  member 
with  friendly  words  made  mutual  acknowledgements  for  ther 
excellent  harmony.  It  was  determined  that  if,  in  the  meantim«. 
another  meeting  should  become  necessary  this  year,  timely  notict 
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ihonld  be  given  by  the  ministers  named  for  this  purpose.  The 
other  matters  which  came  before  the  body  were  postponed  till 
the  next  meeting.     And  so  the  Coetus  separated 

Thus  have  we  in  the  speediest  way  prepared  for  your  Eev. 
Assembly  the  narrative  which  the  Coetus  requested  us  to  make; 
and  thereon,  we  refer  you  for  the  present  to  the  conclusion  of 
the  foregoing  Minutes,  which  will  come  to  you  with  this.  As 
the  Coetus  has  no  other  aim  than  to  advance  the  welfare  of 
God's  Church  in  these  provinces,  so  we  pray  the  Most  High,  as 
the  Father  of  Lights,  to  have  pity  upon  his  spiritual  Zion,  especi- 
ally in  these  sorrowful  times,  when  both  open  and  more  secret 
foes  combine  not  less  among  us  than  with  yourselves  for  the 
ruin  of  the  churches.  And  may  He  follow  with  his  gracious 
blessing  your  honest  watchfulness  for  the  welfare  of  his  Church, 
even  in  these  provinces.  Thus  we  conclude,  with  due  respect 
for  your  Rev.  Body,  to  whom  we  shall  always  endeavor  to  render 
the  most  unfeigned  proofs  of  becoming  subordination.  And  with 
persevering  prayer,  that  God  would  crown  yourselves  and  the 
precious  work  of  your  ministry  with  his  heavenly  grace  in  Christ, 
here  and  hereafter,  forever,  we  are 

Beverend  Sirs,  your  brethren  and  associates,  in  the  name 
and  authority  of  all, 

It.  Du  Bois,  Scriba. 

P.  S. — The  Coetus  testified  to  the  Rev.  Classis  their  bounden 
and  cordial  gratitude  for  having  so  kindly  furnished  them  with 
the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  for  1746,  which  are 
very  needful,  not  only  to  give  us  an  insight  into  the  state  of  the 
Church  under  your  care,  but  also  to  direct  our  own  after  the 
example  of  your  pious  conclusions,  and  thus  the  better  promote 
the  welfare  of  Zion;  in  regard  to  which,  our  prayer  is,  that  God 
may  endow  us  and  all  others  with  the  required  fidelity. 

The  five  copies  of  the  Synod's  proceedings  have  come  to 
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Domine  Dn  Boi%  and  througli  him,  to  ub;  being  for  the  yean 

1787,  1739,  1742,  1743,  and  now  1746;  and  being  placed  beloic 

the  Coetufi^  all  had  daily  acoeas  to  them. 

OukBSIS  OF  AlCSTBBDAlC 

Correspondenoe  from  America. 

The  Coetus  of  "New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  April 

26,  1748. 

Bev.  and  Honored  Brethren :  Inasmuch  aa,  in  the  first  sesooi 
of  the  Coetus,  held  in  New  York,  [the  Minutes  were  delayed], 
it  was  determined  on  April  26,  that  the  Minutes  should  nem 
again  be  retained  here  so  long  before  being  forwarded.  Te 
now  send  them  by  this  opportunity,  together  with  (as  the  m- 
closed  MSS.  show)  those  of  the  former  meeting  September  8.  ^ 
and  10,  1747,  with  the  especial  wish  that  they  may  come  saii} 
to  hand  in  due  time. 

What  ministers  and  elders  were  present  at  the  recent  sessioi, 
appears  from  the  Minutes  themselves. 

Domine  Van  Santvoord  was  not  present,  for  the  same  reasa 
as  before. 

Domine  Schuyler  for  the  same  reason. 

Domine  [Theodore]  Frelinghuysen  was  absent,  but  he  wrcte 
that  his  [Albany]  Consistory  were  still  unfavorable  to  the  CoeU 
He  commended  Yerbryck  as  a  most  diligent  scholar,  and  of  £tf 
promise.     As  to  the  letter  of  the  Bev.  Classis  to  us  respects; 
such  requests,  (for  leave  to  examine  and  ordain,)  he  has  \m 
led  to  consider  whether  he  is  not  the  nearest  minister  who  shofl 
represent  to  the  Bev.  Classis  the  excellent  testimonials  of 
young  man.     So  far  as  concerns  the  Coetus^  who  alone 
this  young  man  known  to  the  Classis,  you  siaj  be  asnued 
nothing  of  this  nature  shall  be  done  hf  veiP  ■*^ 

with  the  wise  approval  of  your 

Of  the  orthodoxy,  fitneaa. 
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MODit  of  the  candidates,  Van  Der  Linde  and  Leydt,  the  Bev. 
}la80is,  we  have  reason  to  say,  maj  rest  satisfied.     But  Domine 
ICaneius  does  not  recognize  Domine  Lejdt  as  sufficiently  author- 
zed  to  preach,  although  he  was  provided  hy  us,  in  the  name  of 
the  Key.  Classis,  with  the  necessary  letters  as  a  candidate  for 
die  ministry.     For  when  certain  congregations,  in  which  Domine 
Ifancius  preaches  sometimes  in  the  year,  asked  him  to  allow 
Domine  Leydt  to  preach  before  them  once,  he  refused,  saying 
that  he  was  a  stranger  to  him,  and  that  he  did  not  know  whose 
atadent  he  was;  indeed,  it  amounted  to  this,  as  Mr.  Leydt  testi- 
fier.    But  what  power  Domine  Mancius  had,  being  alone>  to 
ordain  Fryenmoet,  and  that,  as  we  are  assured,  without  any  pre- 
^ous  examination,  the  Bev.  Classis  knows  better  than  we  do. 
Since  they  boast  that  the  Bev.  Cflassis  has  chosen  one  for  this 
purpose,  although  he  is  opposed  to  the  Coetus,  it  seems  that  the 
Classis  attaches  little  importance  to  it. 

Meanwhile,  what  the  members  did  in  our  Assembly,  on  the 
26thy  27th,  and  28th  of  April  last,  is  herewith  very  respectfully 
brought  before  you,  Bev.  Brethren,  in  the  following  relation : 

[This  letter  was  not  sent  until  August,  or  after,  when  a  Postr 
script  was  added.     This  is  not  at  hand.] 

PsoposxD  Bulks  fob  thb  Coetus,  Adopted  Apbil  28,  1748. 

L —  Manner  of  Calling  and  Holding  it 

1.  The  eleventh  Fundamental  Article  declares  how  an  ordinary 
meeting  shall  be  called,  but  if  more  convenient,  it  may  be  on  the 
second  Monday  or  Tuesday  of  September;  timely  notice  of  it  to 
be  given  by  the  last  Moderators. 

2.  But  if  a  congr^ation  requests  an  extraordinary  session,  that 
shall  pertain  to  the  examiners,  who  shall  appoint  it  as  speedily  as 
possible.  The  traveling  expenses  of  each  member  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  twenty  pounds  charged  for  the  examination,  according  to 


^ 
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the  decision  of  the  Coetua,  who  also  ahall  dispose  of  the  n 
surplus. 

To  the  queation  who  shall  appoint  an   Extraordinary  ( 
vhen  one  is  desired,  the  anawer  was,  the  Extraordinary  Clttk. 

The  President  of  one  Coetua  ahall  always  be  the  Clerk ofi 
next,  so  that  the  Moderators  shall  continually  swccwd  in  ord^ 
Tinless  there  be  good  reasons,  in  the  judgment  of  the  C<jetiu,  fvi 
different  course. 

4.  The  first  meeting  shall  begin  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  it,  ril 
prayer  by  the  President,  the  Clerk,  or  the  oldest  minister.  Ew 
other  session  shall  begin  and  end  with  prayer,  at  the  time  ip- 
pointed  by  the  Coetua. 

6.  At  the  first  session,  the  Clerk  shall  read  over  the  Acts  of  ii 
preceding  Coetiis,  and  narrate  whatever  has  since  occurred  witlin 
the  circle  of  the  members. 

6.  At  the  beginning  of  each  session,  the  Minutes  of  the  pit 
ceding  shall  be  read,  and,  if  found  correct,  approved. 

7.  The  business  being  finished,  the  President  shall  inquire  oJ 
each  member  concerning  particularia,  and  thereupon  oondndtd. 

H. —  For  the  Preservation  of  Order. 

1.  Every  enrolled  member  shall  be  bound  to  be  present  at  &e 
Coetus,  unless  prevented  by  a  legitimate  hindrance. 

2.  In  the  lack  of  an  acting  elder,  a  Consistory  may  depute  > 
former  elder. 

3.  Every  member  shall  preserve  silence,  that  the  Coclus  nay 

the  better  deliberate. 

4.  In  the  meeting,  each  shall  keep  his  own  seat  in  the  circle,  ni 
not  speak  except  Vn  \i\a  toxn.',  («  Ass  ■'^■kj  VK^^eKis*.. 
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0  6.  Whoever,  without  the  permission  of  the  President,  conies  in 

ifter  prayer,  shall  pay  sixpence;  if  he  is  absent  from  the  whole 

WBion,  he  shall  pay  a  shilling;  if  from  the  Coetus  entirely,  six 

dullings;  and  in  case  of  the  officers,  these  fines  shall  be  doubled. 

Every  one  shall  abstain  from  invective  and  injurious  words,  under 

penalty  of  not  less  than  twopence,  and  not  more  than  six  shillings. 

HL —  Of  the  Examinations. 

1.  The  examinations  shall  be  conducted  by  the  President  and 
tjte  Clerk ;  i.  e.,  by  him  whose  regular  turn  it  is  to  be  Clerk,  and 
strictly  according  to  the  determination  of  September  7,  1747. 

2.  The  examination  being  satisfactorily  finished,  the  Presidenl 
flhall  ask  the  person  examined, 

(1.)  Whether  he  declares  with  a  good  conscience  before  the  Lord 
fliat  he  sincerely  believes  what  he  has  professed  1 

(2.)  The  Formulas  of  subscription  for  the  ministers  shall  be 
read  to  him,  as  contained  in  the  Post  Acta,  Syn.  Dord.,  1618, 1619, 
p.  83. 

(3.)  Then  he  shall  be  asked  if  he  ^^will  always  conduct  him- 
self in  the  strictest  manner  according  to  all  that  is  contained 
therein,  especially  according  to  the  xxxvii  Articles  of  the  Nether- 
landish Confession  of  Faith,  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  and  the 
Canons  of  the  Dordracene  Synod." 

Thus  shall  he,  in  the  presence  of  the  Bev.  Assembly,  make  the 
appointed  attestation,  and  then  add, 

"  And  in  case,  hereafter,  I  take  up  any  opinion  contrary  to  the 
doctrine  of  the  Beformed  Church,  I  now  promise  that  if  I  do  not 
subject  myself  to  the  Coetus  in  subordination  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  but  do  and  teach  otherwise  than  the  Low  Dutdi  Re- 
formed Church  has  determined  irrevocably  to  hold  and  maintain, 
that  I,  ipso  facto,  by  the  very  deed,  shall  be  deprived  of  all  my 
ministerial  office,  and  all  the  fruits  and  privileges  thereof;  which 
I  now  confirm  with  my  own  hand  in  the  presence  of  you  alL'' 
Which  he  shall  immediately  do. 
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(4.)  Then  phHll  lie  also  promise,  in  all  sincerity,  to  pBrern  tdft  1 
self  by  the  Church  Orders  usTial  in  the  Netherlandish  Chnidi,  nd  | 
tfl  adhere  inviolably  to  the  Coetua  while  he  is  in  tliese  proriueB; 
and  to  conduct  himself  according  to  all  its  ralefl,  u  sabordimle 
to  the  Rev.  Cl&esis  of  Amsterdam. 

rV. —  In  Begard  to  Chnrch  Visitation. 

This  shall  he  conducted  according  to  the  detenniitatioti  of  fte 
Coetus,  September  10,  1747.  The  President  shall  ask  eicb  mii' 
ister  and  elder, 

1.  Whether  the  Lord's  Supper  is  duly  administered  among  thaa 
at  the  proper  season,  and  with  previous  visitation  of  the  familie, 
and  a  preparatory  discourse  ? 

2.  Whether  the  prescribed  preaching  on  the  Catechism  and  tU 
catechising  of  the  children  are  attended  to? 

3.  Whether  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  chorch,  of  thi 
baptized  children,  and  of  persons  united  in  marriage,  are  proper!; 

recorded? 

4.  Whether  the  ministers,  elders,  and  deacons  faitlifally  di^ 
charge  the  duties  of  their  several  offices  i 

5.  And  whether  the  minister  receives  the  amoimt  promised  ic 
him  in  his  call } 

V. —  Of  the  Questor  of  the  Coetus. 

1.  Every  year  a  Questor  ahaU  be  chosen,  properly  to  recei™ 
and  pay  out  the  revenues  of  the  Coetue. 

2.  On  leaving  office,  he  shall  give  a  proper  acconnt  of  recei[t» 
and  expenditures  to  the  Coetus,  or  to  those  whom  it  deputes  fo 
the  purpose;  shall  hand  over  the  caah-boi;  and  aball  stat«  whit 
the  Coetus  owes. 
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VI. —  Of  the  Bevenues  of  the  Coetus. 

1.  Students  admitted  to  the  preparatory  examinatioxi  shall  be- 
forehand pay  to  the  Questor  four  pounds,  New  York  currency; 
and  the  same  amount  afterwards^  when  they  receive  their  testi- 
monials. 

2.  In  the  case  of  those  admitted  to  the  final  examination,  the 
congregations  which  have  called  them  shall  pay  to  the  Questor 
twenty  pounds,  New  York  currency. 

8.  All  fines  shall  come  into  the  treasury  of  the  CoetuSi  and  be 
delivered  by  the  Directors  to  the  Questor. 

VIL—  Of  the  Book  of  the  Coetus, 

The  Questor  shall  provide  an  ordinary  blank  book,  in  which  the 
Fundamental  Articles,  the  Rules  of  the  Coetus,  the  subscriptions 
•f  all  the  members,  and  all  our  important  Acts  and  letters^  shall 
be  carefully  recorded. 

VIIL—  Of  the  Qert 

Since  all  this  recording  will  require  much  time  and  labor,  the 
Coetus  thinks  fit  to  appoint  an  Extraordinary  Clerk,  who  shall  be 
compensated  for  his  toiL  For  this  purpose,  they  have  unanimously 
ehosen  Domine  Du  Bois;  or^  if  he  should  be  unable  to  serve, 
Domine  Bitzema. 

IX. —  Of  the  Election  for  Questor. 

They  have  also  unanimously  chosen  for  Questor  Domine  Bit- 
cema,  who  shall  be  recompensed  for  his  trouble,  according  to  the 
pleasure  of  the  Coetus. 

[Signatures.] 
1748.  1748. 

G«rardus  Haaghoort.  Elder,  the  mark  (x)  of  Hendrik 

Jacobussen« 
Antonius  Curtenius.  ''      John  Zabriskie. 


EooLBSiAsnoAL  Bboobds 


1748 


3012 

Beinhard  Erickson. 
Joannes  Schuyler. 


Joannes  Bitzenuu 
Benjamin  Meinema. 
U.  Van  Sinderen. 
J.  H.  Gx)etschius. 
Joannes  Leydt 
Benj.  Van  Der  Linden. 
Svhsequent  signatures, 
Joannes  Fryenmoet,  1750. 
Samuel  Verbryck,  1750. 
Lambertus  De  Bonde,  1751. 
Joannes  Frelinghuysen,  1751. 
David  Marinus,  1752. 
Theodonis  Frelinghuysen,  1755  i* 
Barent  Vrooman,  1755  ? 
Joannes  Schuneman,  1755  f 
Thomas  Bomeyn,  1755  ? 


Elder,  Joannes  Luyster. 
"      the  mark  (ED)  of  Dii 

Hagedom. 
Abraham  Van  Wyck. 
Jacobus  Stoutenberi:lL 
Abraham  Lott. 
Carolus  De  Baun. 
Hendrik  Fisher. 
Albert  Van  Dien. 
Subsequent  signatures. 
Benjamin  De  Puy. 
John  Haring. 
Jacob  Boosevelt 
Simon  Van  Arsdalen. 
Dirck  Van  Houten. 

Jacobus  Mynderse. 


it 


tt 


tt 


t< 


tt 


tt 


it 


tt 


tt 


tt 


tt 


tt 


ti 


Cornelius  Hoogeland. 
Joannes  Hardenbergb, 
For  the  Congregation  of  the  Paltz. 

Jacob  Hoombeeck, 
For  the  Congregations  of  Marbletown,  Eochester,  &  Wawarsing. 

Joannes  Gterretae, 
For  the  Congregations  of  Staten  Island 

Dam  Laucks, 
For  the  Congregation  of  Stone  Arabia 

Boelof  Terhune, 
For  the  Congregation  of  Gravesend 

•  Note:     As  Theodore  Frelinfftaaysen,  Vrooman  and  Schiineiiuin  nercr  fttten 
m  meeting  of  CoetoB  up  to  Sept.,  1754,  their  ■ignatares  could  ktrdlj  baTe  ^ 
Bccurod  before  Ma^,  1755;  jet  the  Ulniitea  of  that  meetlnf  are  not  reeoided 
Minute  Book.    Ritsema  waa  president  oC  the  Coetns  la  8ipt«.  17BlL:aa#  ycri.- 
clerk.    The  latter  may  haye  aecored  the  book  In  ICajT*  VfttL  i  ■*  «|fBata 

but  the  Minutes  of  the  Coetns  msotlng  of  XaaTi  ITH^  ar  '^  Bi 

Uitzema  must  have  retained  posseialoa  «f  It^  ttt  tnm  % 

the  Conferentle  are  reeofdsd  thanla. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Letter  from  Rev.  E.  T.  van  Hoevenbergh. 

1748,  May  6th.  Art.  6.  The  Eev.  Depp,  state  that  they  have 
^ain  received  a  letter  from  Rev.  E.  T.  van  Hoevenberg,  in  which 
e  announces  that  he  is  not  able  to  set  out  for  Suriname.  He 
equests  that  the  moneys  that  are  in  arrears  should.be  secured 
or  him.  The  Rev.  Assembly  thereupon  requested  the  Rev.  Depp. 
o  put  forth  their  good  endeavors  to  this  end,  and  to  offer  him  as 
nuch  as  possible  a  helping  hand  in  his  necessity,     xii.  149,  150. 

Church  of  New  Toek. 
Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  May  12,  1748. 

Consistory  held,  concerning  the  renewal  of  the  expired  leases 
on  the  Manor  of  Fordham. 

1.  The  Committee  thereon,  consisting  of  elders  Wynand,  Van 
Zandt  and  Abrm.  Van  Wyck,  and  deacons  Abel  Hardenbroek  and 
Keter  Lot,  reported  an  appraisement  of  the  sum  each  farm  was 
to  rent  for,  which  they  had  made  as  requested.  This  was  ap- 
proved, and  referred  to  the  Committee,  to  make  agreement  accord- 
ingly with  the  tenants  as  far  as  possible. 

2.  One  of  the  late  leases  was  read  and  approved  as  a  pattern 
For  the  others,  but  with  this  addition:  That  the  farms  shall  be 
rented  for  seven  years,  with  the  promise  that  every  tenant  who 
Fulfills  the  stipulated  conditions,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  re- 
newal for  seven  years  more.  But  it  shall  be  stipulated  in  the 
present  leases,  wherever  the  condition  of  the  farm  permits,  how 
many  rods  of  good  stone  fence  the  tenant  shall  make  every  year, 
and  within  what  time  he  shall  do  it. 

3.  It  was  Resolved,  That  a  plan  of  a  lease,  including  all  this, 
should  be  prepared  in  writing  by  the  elders,  C.  Banker  and  Guil- 
yam  Verplank,  with  a  space  for  inserting  any  special  require- 
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ments  in  a  given  case-    This  they  agreed  to  do,  and  were,  there- 
fore, added  to  the  Committee. 

4.  Finally,  when  all  this  is  done,  it  shall  be  reported  to  Hie  0» 
eistory,  that  when  all  is  approved,  it  may  be  put  in  a  Besdntm 
Also,  in  order  to  spare  the  pains  and  costs  of  copying,  the  F(rb 
of  Lease  shall  be  printed.  Thus  done  in  the  present  Consistory 
at  the  time  above  written. 

Witness  in  the  name,  etc., 

Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  Preadent 

New  York,  May  26, 1748. 

The  above  named  Committee  presented  a  Form  of  Lease,  wUek 
was  read,  considered  and  approved.  It  was  also  Kesolved,  14^ 
two  hundred  copies  of  the  Form  should  be  correctly  printed  If 
Mr.  Hendrik  de  Forest,  at  the  cost  of  our  church,  imder  the  fr 
rection  of  the  Committee.  And  they,  or  a  majority  of  Act, 
shall  write,  in  the  printed  Forms,  the  particular  agreements  fa 
each  farm.  One  Form  shall  be  signed  by  the  tenant,  and  ano&i 
by  the  President  (of  the  Consistory)  for  the  time  being,  and  seJei 
with  the  Church-seal. 

Thus  done  in  Consistory  meeting  May  26^  and  June  16,  1T4S 
in  presence  of  me, 

Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  President,  in  May. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies.    1748,  June? 

No.  33.  Letter  from  Lambertus  de  Ronde,  minister  at  Pan 
maribo,  of  March  9,  1748.  To  this  is  added  an  extract  fioc 
the  action  of  the  Consistory  of  March  9,  1746.  (or  174S?) 

He  complains  of  the  quarrel  in  the  church  there.  Tliis  is  pai 
ticularly  on  account  of  the  French,  who  are  also  in  the  Consistor 
there.  Especially  does  he  c<Hnplain  of  the  conduct  of  R^v.  di 
Voisyn.     This  man,  i  i  partly  from  the  Acta  of  tki 
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conventus  of  February  4,  1747,  and  partly  from  those  of  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1748, 

1.  Occupies  the  time  of  the  Assembly  with  long  and  tedious 
memorials,  in  French.  These  then  have  to  be  translated;  but 
they  relate  to  matters  settled  long  ago. 

2.  He  opposes  Key.  de  Sonde  in  all  sorts  of  improper  ways,  in 
the  face  of  the  clear  laws  of  Church-Order.  To  these,  the  Rev. 
de  Konde  refers  himself,  both  in  the  Acta  of  the  Conventus,  soon 
to  be  sent,  and  in  those  of  the  Consistory  of  March  12,  1748. 
Se  mentions  further,  as  special  instances, 

(1)  That  the  court  of  Police  (the  Civil  Court)  has  released  the 
ministers  from  the  performance  of  the  marriage  ceremony.  This 
had  been  recommended  by  two  commissioners  from  the  Court 
But  against  this,  the  Bev.  du  Voisin  had  expressed  himself  in  a 
iharp  memorial,  in  French,  read  before  the  Consistory.  This^ 
upon  a  milder  motion  of  Eev.  de  Bonde  had  been  disapproved  of 
in  Consistory.  Eev.  du  Voisin  thereupon  angrily  put  his  paper  in 
his  pocket,  and  uttered  many  untruths  against  Eev.  de  Eonde. 

(2)  That  just  before  the  holding  of  the  last  Conventus,  the 
Governor  —  having  heard  that  one  of  the  elders  who  had  been 
commissioned,  together  with  Eev.  de  Eonde,  as  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  State,  would  make  a  certain  request,  but  that  he 
was  also  in  a  criminal  suit, —  had  caused  it  to  be  made  known  by 
the  Eev.  de  Eonde  that  the  court  would  not  permit  that  elder  to 
serve;  and  that  Eev.  du  Voisin  at  once  attacked  that  proposition; 
until  after  much  dispute,  the  said  elder  finally  resigned,  and  an- 
other was  appointed  in  his  stead;  but  about  this  circumstance, 
the  Eev.  du  Voisin^  after  the  opening  of  the  Conventus,  caused 
much  inconvenience  to  the  Commissioners,  and  hindered  them  in 
their  business,  generally,  as  well  as  the  Assembly, —  to  their  great 
displeasure. 

(3)  Shortly  after  the  Conventus  was  held,  at  the  election  of 
Elders  and  Deacons  for  the  Dutch,  there  was  chosen  by  lot,  as 
Elder,  a  man  involved  in  a  serious  criminal  process,  one  Jacob 
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van  Dalen;  and  there  were  chosen  for  the  Dutch  w 
congregations,  two  brethren  ns  deacons,  neither  of  iH 
niembcrg  of  the  Church.  This  election  was  therefore 
the  place  of  the  two  latter  two  others  were  chosen,  at 
Rev.  dn  Voisin  expressed  himself  in  severe  complaint 
name  of  the  entire  Court,  the  Kev.  Yver  was  now  infi 
the  petitions  of  van  Dalen  could  have  no  effect  before 
hia  suit.  But  this  notification,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Fn 
ren,  was  not  in  forma.  They  therefore  resolved,  by  a  i 
votes,  to  defer  the  petitions  of  all.  But  to  the  deeis 
Court  on  this  matter,  which  was  made  known  by  tht 
jiersonally  to  Rev.  de  Ronde,  and  by  him  (to  the  C 
Itev.  du  Voiain  opposed  himself  again,  and  also  to  Rev. 
aa  is  to  be  seen  in  the  Acta. 

(4)  Thereupon  Rev,  de  Ronde  asks  that  the  Dutch  : 
Consistory  may  be  divided;  that  to  each  may  be  comm 
order,  in  his  own  language,  (and)  laws;  so  that  the 
nifiy  lie  preached,  and  that  there  may  be  no  readin, 
Geneva  Bible,  nor  of  prayers  out  of  other  books 
Formula:  For  this  is  said  to  be  the  case  by  many,  and 
of  doing  this  have  been  made  even  about  Rev,  du  V 
Lord  Governor.  He  mentions,  further,  several  ot 
larities,  and  asks  the  aid  of  Classis  and  a  speedy  answe 
eludes  with  salutations. 

Signed,  Lambertus  d 

In  a  Postscript,  there  is  here  added,  that  upon  hi; 
April  1,  1748,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  by  the  br 
Rev.  du  Voisin  should  apologize  (give  him  satisfactioi 
he  could  in  no  wise  be  induced  to  do  this.  To  this  wi 
.  extract  from  the  transactions  of  the  Consistory  of  ilai 
containing  their  deliberation,  on  the  order  of  the  Co 
ing  van  Balen.  There  was  also  an  extract  concerning 
of  Rev.  du  Voiain,  relatviv^  to  the  Tv^ht  of  the  Com 
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entioned  business,  and  some  complaints  of  du  Voisin  against 

nde.    To  these  Rev.  de  Eonde  replies,  point  by  point,  in  a 

«t,  signed  April  1,  1748.    xxiii.  82,  83. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Case  of  Rev.  E.  T.  van  Hoevenbergh. 

'^*4r48,  June  10th.    Art.  6.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  re- 
that  they  have  conferred  with  the  Messrs.  Directors  of  the 
ame  Society,  and  informed  them  of  the  distress  of  Rev.  E.  T. 
Hoevenberg.     The  said  Directors,  however,  had  said  that 
could  do  nothing^  because  Rev.  E.  T.  Hoevenberg  must  be 
n  about  to  the  consistory  or  government  of  Suriname.    The 
rv.  Depp,  were  therefore  further  requested  to  be  helpful  to  him 
Ids  distress  as  far  as  possible  to  them,  and  for  his  benefit  to  pre- 
Te  a  letter  of  recommendation,    xii.  151. 

Trinity  Church,  New  York. 
St.  George's  Chapel. 

Vestrj,  1748^   July  U.     Col.   Robinson,   from  the  committee  appointed   to  pur- 

tbe  lotts  of  ground  from  Mr.  Ciarkson,  to  bnild  a  chapei  of  Base  on.  Re- 

l^orted,  tliat  the  committee  liad  agreed  witli  Mr.  Ciarkson  for  the  said  lotts  for 

K   to  be  paid  in  a  Year;  and  several  persons  residing  in  Montgomerie  Ward 

Lppeaiing,  and  alledging  that  the  lots  of  Col.  Beekman,  fronting  Beekman*s  street 

Van  Cliff's  street,  wonld  be  more  commodious  for  building  the  said  chapel  on, 

Snvpoaed  that,  if  the  Vestry  would  agree  to  the  bulLdlng  the  chapel  there,  the 

Inliabltants  of  Montgomerie  Ward  would  raise  money  among  themselves  sufficient 

to  purchase  the  ground,  and  that  if  Mr.  Ciarkson  insisted  on  the  performance  of 

the  agreement  with  him  for  his  lots,  they  would  take  a  conveyance  for  them,  nnd 

pay   the  purchase   money;   which  proposal   being  considered   by  the  Vestry,   was 

agreed  to. 

Mr.  Reade,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Holland,  Mr.  Grant,  and  Mr.  Henry  Ludlow, 
or  any  three  of  them,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  procure  plans  for  a  chapel 
of  Ease  to  Trinity  Church,  not  exceeding  ninety  feet  in  length,  and  to  make  their 
report  to  the  Board  with  ali  convenient  expedition;  and  Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Hors- 
manden,  Mr.  Chambers,  Mr.  Lodge,  and  Mr.  NichoUs,  a  committee  to  examine  into 
the  title  of  Col.  Henry  Beekman  to  the  Lands  near  Boekman's  Swamp,  proposed 
to  be  purchased  for  the  building  a  chapel  of  Ease. 

Power  also  was  given  to  the  committee  appointed,  to  inspect  into  the  title  of  Col. 
Beekman  to  the  land  near  the  swamp,  to  agree  with  Col.  Beekman  for  the  pur- 
chase thereof,  for  such  sum  as  they  should  think  fltt,  and  to  prepare  deeds  to  be 
by  him  executed  for  the  conveying  the  same  to  the  Rector  and  inhabitants  of  Trin- 
ity Chnrcb;  and  when  such  purchase  should  be  so  made,  to  agree  also  with  James 
Burling  for  exchanging  part  of  the  said  ground  for  a  lott  of  ground  which  be* 
longed  tO/hlm  adjoining  thereto,  or  such  part  thereof  as  they  could  agree  with 
him  to  exchange  for  the  same,  on  such  terms  and  for  such  consideration  as  to  them 
should  f^em  meet 

,  —BerrlBD^a  History  of  Trinity  Chnich,  't^^'w  XoiV  ^1^.1%,^^. 
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Rev.  Theodorua  Frelinghuyzen   to  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Jaiy 
11th,  1748,  (O.  S.) 

Albanv  in  1748. 


Very  Reverena  Si™  and  BreHiren:—  It  Is  no 
care  sad  protecUoti  ot  hESTPQ.  utter  bavlug  b 
and  bavluK  tallcD  lalo  tbe  hniiclH  of  Ibe  Feno 
Albinr.      I   have  tbpre  found  n   largp  and  ntii 


Qprly,  - 


Scble.     Mnoy  « 

of  the  wur  unt 


d  b;  I 


r  two  jenra  alntre.  bj-  lb*  •o« 
:<□  driven  six  montb*  on  lit  ' 
b,  I  arrived  at  my  field  at  b 
etoufl  coagrpKDltoa.  irbl«h  «u  E>' 
lers.  Mesars.  Van  DrtegMB  lal  Tu 
cltf  have  now  fled  Inin  li,  Ivnar 


rmertr  lived  outside  of  tl 

ibere  baa  bten  manltested  bj  tbe  people  an  eKraordlDarr  lolermt  Id  plbUc  •«■ 
■blp.  and  tbla  U  dally  lacresalne,  bo  lliat  Ibe  i^bnrcb  vhlch  ta  large  and  pmrlM 
with  ■  Hpaclona  gallet;  la  becoming  too  amall  for  tbe  cronds  tbat  ituBr  it  b. 
Since  thia  place  Is  oa  tbe  fraatier  and  near  the  enemy,  men  have  been  kbI  torn 
other  plarea  to  belp  In  srantlni;  It.  Moat  ot  tb^ae  are  Knell sb men.  and  ds  o« 
DDdemand  the  Dutch  lan^age,  and  since  the/  bare  uo  preacher  am«n(  Itm  I 
have  undertaken  by  their  request  to  preaeh  for  them  Id  the  BaglUh  lani^DUT.  laJ 
tbia  I  bnve  now  done  for  aome  lime,  during  Ibe  lonseat  of  Ihe  days,  on  tbe  Uird'i 
day,  after  bavlug  preached  twice  in  tbe  Dutch  langnagCL 

Last  year  while  In  New  York  there  waa  placed  In  my  banda  a  eopy  b(  a  dROlii 
lelter  from  the  UeTcrend  OlDaala  Fonlalnlng  Iriciulriea  about  tbe  «»  of  iMalm- 
GoetBchlua.  ond  about  tbe  fonnatlon  of  a  regular  f:ecleBlag(lcal  roetu*.     Coowra 


Ids  t 


■  tor 


H  Informed  L! 


who  bnd  prepared  n  report  o 


It  t 


Ibe  Ret.  Claasla. 


able 


piplali 


and  dectar 


my  c 


Cuncemlng  ihe  lalii 
for  consldetalloa.  I< 
kuowlng  what  (nn 


e  from  the  Conalatory  of  New  York.  UTtar 
read  tbem  prevlouNly  to  tbe  Couplatory.  and  barluf  declared  injraeir  to  be  tor  IV 
Coclua,  adding  my  reasons  for  tbe  anme.  drawn  from  tbe  great  adrantagea  te  ta 
expected  from  It.  Whereupon  Ibey  declareil  thai  tbey  were  not  ret  prepared  I" 
determine  the  queatlon  of  Joining  a  CoeluR,  fenrlug  lest,  perhaps  their  rights  lad 
prlyllegeB  by  tbla  ineana  might  recelye  delrltuent.  I  have  for  these  reaiwoa  boI 
deemed  It  aafe  to  InrolTe  myself  funber  in  the  Coetus  qaeatlon.  for  thla  wmM 
make  a  great  breaeb  between  tbe  congregation  and  myaelf.  I  have  noileed  that  in 
tbts  plaee  Ibe  mlnlater  la  regarded  na  a  aervanl  hired  for  money,  and  who  hai 
no  right  to  do  anything  else  than  to  serve  bis  congregation.  Thia  tbe  Rev,  ClaaiU 
muat  know,  If  they  hove  noticed  an  extraordinary  clauae  In  tbe  Albany  caD  — 
that  Ihe  minister  "  shall  not  be  allowed  to  perform  service  lexcept  what  Is  reqalnd 
by  the  call.)  neither  here  nor  elsewhere,  neither  nn  Sunday  nor  In  Ihe  week  «nh 
out  Ihe  knowledge  and  approbation  of  Ihe  Conalatory." 

1  lake  tbe  liberty  to  Inform  Ihe  ReT.  Clasals  tbat  far  Ibe  pnrpoae  of  catecbltlag 
I  cannot  here  Hnd  a  aufflclency  of  booka  of  one  kind,  ami  aulloble  tor  the  pHrpi-ti'. 
nnd  I  know  not  whether  an  adequate  aupply  has  been  brought  iDIo  this  connlrT. 
Uoreoyer  tbe  sens  being  at  tbe  present  lime  very  utiaafe,  and  copies  belas  rv- 
qulred  for  the  uae  of  young  nien  whom  I  am  teaching  in  wience.  and  w*io  nu;  r-- 
rec|ulred  for  Ihe  mlntatry,  1  bnve  prepared  a  catechism  which  I  would  t'lit  leal 
over  to  be  examined  antl  a^^T&veil  tij  lbs-  Kev.  Claasla  were  It  not  for  Ibf  4iatlfr* 
o(  the  sea  alteadj  iUuicfi  \b.  '^■s  \'a^e&\.\Qi.  \.\m»^oti:,  \t  vj-os.-^^  V(.  vivm.*W«. 
■Dd  (o  send  ai  cobi  o"!*!  to  fte  «*■•-  C\im\».  ^ 
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ms  the  best  conrae  to  be  taken,  since  it  is  for  nte  in  my  own  congregation 
cannot  procure  suitable  books.    These  things  I  thought  It  not  unsuitable  to 
to  the  Rey.  Classis  wishing  the  very  Rey.  Brethren  and  Sirs  prosperity, 
ig  and  peace. 

Very  Rey.  Sirs,  Tour  Obedient  Senrant  and  Brother, 

Theodorus  Frelinghuyien. 
Ibany.  July  11,  1748,  O.  S. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  E.  T.  van  Hoevenbergh. 

1748,  July  22iid.  Art.  5.  His  case  remains  still  recommended 
o  the  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras.    xii.  153. 

CuLssis  of  Amstebdam. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies.     1748?  July? 

BTo.  38.  Letter  from  Rev.  George  W.  Mancius,  in  the  name  of, 
and  as  President  of  the  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  of  Kingston.    Dated,  August  24,  1747. 

1.  He  writes  that  he  has  received  our  letter  of  January  6, 
1747,  sent  with  Rev.  Ulpianus  van  Sinderen,  and  perceives  there- 
from that  theirs  of  December  17^  1744,  reached  us  only  in  June, 
1746.  For  this  he  gives  several  reasons;  among  others,  that  there 
was  no  opportunity  for  sending  it  off  until  July  27,  1745. 

2.  Furthermore,  he  makes  several  remarks  about  what  passed 
at  the  examinations,  preparatory  and  final,  of  Fryenmoet.  He  also 
recalls  what  happened  in  the  case  of  Rev.  Bohm.  By  sending 
over  to  the  Classis  a  written  Christian  Confession,  he,  (Fryen- 
moet), had  been,  as  it  were,  examined  by  the  Classis  directly. 
This,  we  had  not  disapproved  of,  but  had  rather  approved  of,  and 
in  more  ways  than  one;  that,  for  the  present  they  had  resolved 
not  to  accept  authority  to  examine  from  Holland,  especially,  (lit., 
the  less  so)  on  account  of  the  evil  consequences  which  might  be 
expected  therefrom  in  that  country;  but  that  authority  to  install, 
(bevestigen,  confirm,  meaning  either  to  instaU  or  ordain),  was  an- 
ollier  matter. 

8.  Further:   be  suggests  certain  objectiona  qa  \.o  \\i^  ^-KwgKt 
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of  giving  to  a  Coetus  there  (in  America)  power  to  Iiold  the  preptn- 
tory  and  final  examinations.     Thereby  an  instance  had  abeadj 
occurred,  that  unfit  persons  might  be  palmed  off  upon  the  nrnde- 
try,  by  authorized  hands;  and  by  such  a  course,  (American  or£- 
nations  of  unqualified  persons,)  the  Dutch  Churclies  in  New  Neti- 
erland  might  be  made  to  become  dependent  upon  a  foreign  power. 
4.  Finally,  he  concludes  therefrom,  as  well  as  from  a  copy  of 
a  letter  of  Classis  of  March  1746,  sent  to  him,  and  recdred  ly 
him,  May  1747,  that  he  is  not  yet  inclined  towards  a  Coetus,  for 
he  deems  that  such  a  bodjr  would  be  injurious  to  the  chmdiei 
there.    On  the  contrary,  he  is  resolved  to  remain  under  the  iniB»- 
diate  jurisdiction  of  our  Classis  inasmuch  as,  in  the  case  of  Ber. 
Fryenmoet,  the  Classis  writes,  offering  its  continued  oorreqMHii' 
ence.     Furthermore,  he  thanks  us  for  our  advice  r^ardingthe 
baptisms  administered  by  the  said  Rev.   Fryenmoet  before  Ui 
ordination,  and  promises  to  act  in  compliance  therewith.    He  cob- 
cludes  with  salutations,     xxiii.  92. 

Chueches  of  Kings  County,  Long  Islaistd. 

Proposals  for  reconciliation  between  Revs.    Arondeus  and  Via 
Sinderin  and  their  respective  adherents.     (Aug.  8,  1748?) 

The  undersigned,  taking  into  consideration  what  sad  circwD- 
stances  have  occurred,  in  consequence  of  the  dissensions,  whii 
have  now  for  a  long  time  existed,  well  nigh  to  the  ruin  (rf  tk 
churches  committed  to  their  care: 

And  also  considering  what  unwearied  efforts  and  diligence  \M 
been  employed  to  effect  a  union  of  hearts,  and  to  remove  all  strife 
and  discord,  not  only  by  the  Rev.  Coetus  of  N"ew  York,  haX  ib 
by  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam: 

And  foreseeing  also,  in  case  no  reconciliation  and  peaeebtlfr, 
fected,  that  not  only  the  souls,  priceless  value,  committed  to  tti 
and  for  whose  welfare  they  are  responsible  to  the  Most  B^l^^ 
\>e  eudsjiget^^,  \sw\.  ^^<^^^i^\t  orww.  tem.i^ral  and  etemil  iMJ 
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Under  such  circumstances,  they  feel  themselves  inclined  to 
omply,  as  far  as  possible  with  the  profound  obligations  resting 
.pon  eveiy  Christian,  and  especially  upon  Ministers  and  Elders  of 
he  Church,  to  do  nothing  through  strife  or  vainglory,  but  to  f or- 
five  one  another  in  whatsoever  anyone  has  offended,  whether 
auch  or  little;  and  to  overlook  every  impropriety  which  has  taken 
ilace. 

They,  therefore,  hereby  declare,  all  together,  and  each  one 
eparately  that  they  will  wholly  put  away  from  themselves  all  re- 
rengeful  feelings,  and  every  intention  which  was  ever  cherished, 
o  injure  one  another;  yea,  indeed,  so  far  from  wishing  to  deal 
writh  one  another  in  an  unkind  or  harsh  spirit,  by  word  or  deed, 
ihey  hereby  resolve  to  contribute  whatever  may  tend  to  the  avoid- 
ince  of  unpleasantnesses  and  offenses,  which,  to  our  sorrow  have 
dready  too  long  existed^  because  of  bitter  dealings  and  unfriendly 
intercourse  with  one  another:  Each  one  of  us,  therefore,  in  an- 
ticipation of  the  other,  shall  so  act,  that  everything  may  be  for- 
given in  a  most  fraternal  and  fatherly  manner;  so  that  our  faults 
may  be  covered  in  love,  yea,  forgotten;  that  peace  may  be  re- 
stored and  love  invited,  develoi)ed  and  established.  We  will  hold 
ourselves  ready,  as  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  the  intentions  of  our 
dearts,  in  presence  of  the  members  of  the  Eev.  Coetus  of  New 
STork,  and  with  reverence  before  the  Omnipresent  and  Omniscient 
Sod,  to  give  one  another  the  right  hand  of  brotherhood;  and  will 
pray  that  the  Lord  himself  will^  by  His  grace,  enable  each  one  to 
>b8erve  that  precious  obligation.  By  their  own  signatures  they 
will  also  declare  that  they  have  given  each  other  this  right  hand 
>f  brotherhood. 

And  in  particular,  do  we,  Johannes  Arondeus  and  Ulpianus 
Van  Sinderin,  as  ministers,  promise  to  endeavor,  each  one  at  his 
post,  and  in  his  ministry  on  Long  Island,  to  be  faithful  in  sup- 
porting and  helping  each  other  as  much  as  possible,  in  any  adverse 
sircumstances  which  may  arise;  and,  together  with  our  consis- 
tories, to  show  due  respect  and  love,  in  order  to  promote  the  well- 
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being  of  the  combined  churches  which  have  been  put  n 
supervision. 

So  also  do  we,  the  respective  Elders  and  Deacoas  pronoK  It ' 
one  another  each  one  at  bis  post,  and  iu  his  office,  and  to  oor  nnB» 
ters,  Rev.  Johannes  Arondeiis  and  Rev,  Ulpianua  Van  Sindeiai, 
to  show  all  proper  respect  and  love;  and  to  strive  to  proioot*  'it 
■welfare  of  the  congregations;  also  both  in  person,  and  thm^ 
others,  to  see  to  it  that  each  one  shall  contribute  his  quota  in  (nds 
that  henceforth  each  minister  may  be  provided  for;  ami  also  Hai 
the  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  be  paid  the  arrears  which  are  due  him. 

We  will  thus,  all  of  us,  Ministers  as  well  as  EJders  and  DeacMB, 
together  with  our  churches,  unite  ourselves  with  the  Rev.  CoeliH, 
that  we  may  be  recognized  by  that  Body,  and  received  as  mem- 
bers of  the  same;  we  also  hereby  acknowledge  that  the  Rev.  Cwtm 
has  acted  only  upon  the  previously  received  adrice  of  tie  Ker, 
Classia  of  Amsterdam,  and  therefore,  with  the  said  Cla^,  is 
deserving  to  be,  as  it  is  hereby  heartily  thanked  for  eveiv  jumbi 
of  reconciliation  employed.  We  also  add  the  prayer,  that  God 
through  the  precious  blood  of  the  Jlediator  of  the  Covensnt, 
Jeaus  Christ,  would  accept  atonement  for  all  our  per\-ersilies;  ihsl 
everywhere,  especially  among  us.  He  may  cause  peace  to  be  esliV 
lished;  that  the  Elders  may  be  peaceful  men,  and  that  the  Leaden 
may  be  righteous:  that  the  priests  may  be  clothed  with  salvation, 
that  all  the  saints  of  the  Ty>i-d  may  shout  for  joy.     Amen  I 

In  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  our  hearts,  we  the  underagned 
Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  united  churclies  on  Long 
Island,  do,  with  our  signatures,  confirm  the  above  proposals. 

Done  in  the  assembly  of  the  Coetns  at  Sew  York 

"N.  B.  The  Rev.  President  and  Scribe  of  the  Rev.  Coctus  should 
also  sign  the  above  as  having  been  done  in  Coetus. 
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Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

'he  Committee  on  the  Goetschius  case,  to  the  Classis  of  Am- 
sterdam.   About  August,  1748?  (xxiii.  &9~101.) 

Honorable  and  macb  respected  Fathers  in  Christ: — As,  in  due  time,  we  were  hon- 
red  with  the  arriyal  of  yonr  missive  of  the  9th  of  January,  signed  by  Rey. 
rethren,  Cornelius  Houthof  and  6.  Kulenkamp,  by  order  of  your  Assembly;  so, 
e  read  it  with  all  respect,  and  as  we  carefully  considered  it,  we  mutually  ac- 
aowledged  your  wise  and  prudent  judgment,  with  the  christian  sentence  of  the 
ev.  Clasnis  concerning  the  vexatious  matter  of  Goetschius  and  his  party:  a  sen- 
Mice  which  finds  unanimous  approbation  in  both  the  English  and  Dutch  churches. 

Now,  in  order  to  give  you  some  idea  how  we,  the  committee  on  this  matter  ac- 
attted  ourselves,  for  the  accomplishment  of  all  things,  according  to  the  spirit  of 
le  missive,  we  Inform  you  of  the  following: 

No  sooner  had  Rev.  Du  Bois  received  your  letter,  than,  with  the  approval  of 
tie  brethren,  Bancker  and  Van  Wyk,  who  were  also  on  the  committee,  he  made  it 
nown,  by  writing,  to  the  members  of  the  committee  on  Long  Island;  to  Rev. 
k>etschius,  and  to  both  the  parties  in  Queens  County,  also  to  Rev.  Arondeus,  who 
ow  lives  at  Old  Raritan ;  with  the  request  that  all  should  meet  on  the  9th  of  May, 
t  the  Ferry. 

Having  met  at  the  appointed  time,  there  were  present.  Rev.  Du  Bois,  with 
[easTS.  Bancker  and  Van  Wyk  of  New  York,  and  the  friends,  Isaac  Broca,  Jer. 
temsse,  Philip  Naele,  Job.  Lott  and  Volkert  Volkertse  of  Long  Island;  Albert 
!oiirte  had  deceased,  and  Rev.  Arondeus  did  not  appear.  The  meeting  was  opened 
rlth  prayer.  The  letter  of  the  Classis  was  read;  and  the  written  declaration  that 
Tery  one  must  regard  Rev.  Goetschius  as  only  a  proponent  in  the  Dutch  Church, 
this  being  done  in  name  of  the  Classis,  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Coetus,)  was 
ipenly  read  before  all  the  committee.  This  was  approved  and  signed  bv  all  those 
iresent,  and  was  then  handed  to  Rev.  Goetschius,  who  gave  thanks  to  tne  meeting 
ind  to  the  Coetus,  even  as  had  been  done  at  the  Coetus  of  April  26. 

Then,  both  the  parties  of  Queens  County,  those  who  were  in  favor  of  Rev. 
Goetschius,  and  those  who  were  opposed  to  him,  were  invited  to  come  in;  and 
M^ore  all  of  them  was  read  the  letter  of  the  Classis  to  the  committee,  as  well  as 
he  letter  to  the  churches  of  Queens  County.  When  this  had  been  done,  the  whole 
iBsembly,  in  general,  as  well  as  the  separate  members  in  particular,  exhorted  all 
it  them,  of  both  parties,  kindly  and  perseveringly  in  name  of  the  Classis,  as 
lollows: 

1.  That  all  partisanship  and  animosity  of  one  against  the  other  should  be  for- 
rrer  buried,  and  that  they  should  unitedly  look  for  one  pastor  for  all  of  them, 
fither  from  this  country  or  from  Holland. 

2.  And  to  this  end,  they  should  resolve  to  elect,  before  hand,  a  new  consistories 
*or  all  the  churches,  and  should  do  this  In  the  most  amiable  way. 

8.  Furthermore,  the  Rev.  Du  Bois  then  asked  them,  whether  both  parties  would 
labmit  themselves  to  the  Christian  advice  and  sentence  of  the  Classis.  The  party 
D  favor  of  Rev.  Goetschius  answered,  that  they  could  not  do  this  before  they  had 
presented  the  matter  to  their  people;  but  the  other  party  said  that  they  were  now 
eady  to  make  answer  to  this,  we  then  requested  that  the  letter  of  the  Classis 
JO  the  consistory  of  Queens  County  should  be  read  In  all  the  churches  of  both 
Mirties.  And  that  every  one  should  do  his  best  to  restore  the  troubled  minds  of 
ill  to  rest;  and  that  when  this  was  done,  the  letter,  (after  the  mutual  approval  of 
»oth  parties),  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Rev.  Du  Bois,  at  least  for  a  time, 
lor  preservation. 

The  committee  again  urged  this  matter  upon  them:  that  In  accordance  with  the 
■Ighteous  request  or  the  ClasHls.  they  should  all  give  heed  to  this  advice,  with  one 
leart  and  one  soul,  unto  their  mutual  ediflcatloii,  and  for  the  extinction  of  all 
magined  or  actual  offences.  To  this  end  several  propositions  were  made  to  the 
neeting,  for  an  amicable  election  of  now  consistories.  The  principal  point  was,  by 
irhom  should  these  new  consistories  be  elected?  On  this  matter  they  could  not 
igree  for  the  present.  Each  one  must  first  conHuIt  with  his  own  people,  and  the 
neeting  was  forced  to  snl)mit  to  this.  But  all  were  requested  In  a  most  friendly 
manner  not  to  neglect  this,  but  to  be  Intent  on  the  proper  means;  and,  having 
levised  these  means,  and  the  sooner  the  better,  to  come  together,  in  order  amicably 
:o  make  a  unanimous  decision  to  that  end;  or  If  they  could  not  agree  together,  to 
nake  a  general  resolution  to  leave  the  whole  matter  as  to  the  manner  of  electing 
the  new  consistories  to  the  committee  to  decide.  Yea,  indeed,  if  there  should  be 
the  least  hope  of  union,  and  both  parties  could  be  brought  to  it,  to  invite  Rev. 
Dd  Bois  to  preoch  once,  for  all  of  them  together,  to  promote  full  reconciliation, 
^nd  he,  although  old,  being  Invited  by  the  meeting,  would  take  the  trouble. 

Since  at  present,  at  least,  they  could  not  agree  on  any  one  resolution,  they  should 
itrive  to  bring  it  to  such  an  end,  and  the  sooner  this  was  done,  the  better  they 
vronld  like  it.  This  should  then  be  announced  to  Rev.  Dw  BoV«,  Vii  ox^^x  WsaX.  \Xi<^ 
neeting  might  come,  tinaUy,  to  a  conclusion  ot  theVr  ettotla.    "BtxX.  \1  \XA%  ^w:\^ 
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A  a  few  weeks,  the  committee  resoWed  that  they  woold  dm 
if  XBcnst  for  the  parpose  of  reaching   an  end  of  their  coaaii- 
fioMible,  and  give  a  fall  report  to  the  Clasaia.    The  metiii 
"vitflt  joyer. 

tn  Qaeens  Comity  were  not  able,   during  all  that  tine,  ta 

Therefore  the  committee  met  again  on  the  1st  of  Aatm, 

Island,  a  timely  notice  having  been  served  on  both  ptria 

Rev.  Dq  Bois,  Messrs.  Bancker  and  Van  Wyk,  and  ot  LHg 

PIdllp  Nagel,  Job.  Lott  and  Yolkert  Volkertse. 

OD  entering,  delivered  a  letter   to   Rev.    Du   Bols  fron  tk 

of  Oyster  Bay,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this,  all  haviai 

r.  Goetschlns. 

^  of  the  meeting  there  appeared  before  as,  from  Jamaica,  late 

Polhemns,  elders,  with  jDaniel  Darje.  deacon,  and  from  Bei^ 

Cornells  Ryersse  and  Roelof  Schenck,  elders. 

again  requested  by  ns,  in  name  of  the  Ciassis,  to  come  fnfir. 

that  in  some  proper  way,  (new)  consistories  might  be  elected,  ti 

eharelies  might  not  remain  divided.    To  this  end,  we  proposed  m- 

and  sought  to  enforce  these  by  proper  motlyes.  while  we  ni|H 

•■»  31  jain  himself  to  the  Coetus.    They  all  agreed  to  convene  the  prindii: 

j<  their  renective  chorches,   for  these  seyerai  objects,  and  repoit  ^ 

members  of  Jamaica,  of  both  parties,  have  "written  that  they  hut 
able  to  agree;  and  the  same,  in  substance,  is  the  communicttifi 
Hempstead.) 
have  resolved  to  make  an  end  of  our  commission,  and  to  commmkilf 
•9  ne  <.*!asBis  a  brief  report  of  our  efforts  In  connection  with  all  these  eresft 
-«■•£&  ^ve  hereby  do.  The  Assembly  may  rest  assured  that  we  have  eDdeafocf^ 
-vitii  ul  aimestncss,  meekness  and  prudence,  to  attain  the  object  committed  u 
ak  taii  we  are  very  sorry  that  we  could  not  bring  it  to  an  end.  We  pray  Gid. 
^  JM  ^irit;  to  illnminate  the  minds  of  these  unruly  men,  (for  thus  the  peaeeaUr 
UBHOK  'Otem^  oall  them),  to  adorn  them  with  gentleness  of  a  more  ChristiaB  kiii 
:tet  ^nar  oiay  make  concessions  to  one  another,  and  that  they  may  yet  be  nitf4 
Ji  '-im  MBtfa  of  peace,  to  the  glory  of  God's  name. 

:ittak  is-  a«r  eaisest  desire  and  prayer.    With  hearty  petitions  for  God's  bkadis 
«]ft  7«ar  T^tj  Ecrerend  Assembly,  and  with  all  due  respect,  we  subscribe  oorarink 
Vaiy  IHisriBJ  Sirs,  and  Much  Respected  Fathers  in  Christ, 

Your  obedient  servants, 
•i.  Da  Bois»  Christoffel  Banker,  Abrm.  C.  Van  Wyk,  Jeremyas  Remsse.  Folken 
'^'"  PhiUlppus  Nagel,  Johannes  Lot. 


P.   ^    Bev.   Aroodeus  was  absent  both  times.      He   has   giyen  notice  of  smt 


has  also  notified  me  that  he  has  been  called  again  to  Long  Ished, 
4a«i  a-  ^r«ttdy  living  there. 

G.  Dq  Boli. 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  August  15,  174^. 
.^>ll:^^:^to^y  held,  of  Ministers,  Elders,  Deacons  and  Cliurcl 
l!|^&<i»r$.  Present,  besides  those  named  above,  (Aug.  6),  Elder. 
iLr.  Fhilip  Livingston  and  Church  Master,  Jacob  Turk.  The^- 
«f,tx  JlEhttu-  de  Payster,  were  not  present  before,  and  now  gare 
tJMr  ^oi»at  to  the  Resolution  adopted,  Aug.  6. 

Committee  to  prepare  a  plan  for  a  school  and  dwelling 
^3idbited  such  plan,  which  was  unanimously  approved.    I: 
Hnsi^Ted,  to  proceed  forthwith  with  the  construction  of  the 
>tti<^ii^  •wrordir'*  *^  '»*^id  plan. 

""'tness,  in  name,  etc., 

IqU.  Ritzema. 
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New  York,  August,  1748. 

Consistory  held,  of  Ministers,  Elders,  Deacons  and  Church 
Blasters.  Present,  domines  Du  Bois  and  Ritzema;  Elders,  Chs. 
Banker,  G.  Verplank,  A.  Van  Wyck;  Deacons,  Evert  Byvanck, 
F.  Marschalk,  P.  Lott,  C.  Bogaart,  A.  Hardenbroek,  Adr.  Bancker, 
O.  Van  Raust,  T.  Van  Wyck;  Church  Masters,  M.  Vredenburg, 
P.  Clopper,  J.  Brevoort. 

An  agreement  was  made  with  Mr.  Daniel  Bratt,  chorister  in 
Catskill,  to  be  chorister  in  our  New  Church  (Nassau  st.),  for  the 
five  following  years.  For  this  he  is  to  receive,  besides  the  fees 
for  recording  baptisms,  twelve  pounds  ten  shillings.  New  York 
money.  He  is  also  to  be  schoolmaster,  for  which  he  shall  be  pro- 
vided with  a  dwelling-house  and  school-room  near  the  Old  Church. 
(He  shall  teach)  twelve  free  scholars,  six  in  reading  and  six  in 
writing,  for  which  he  shall  receive  twelve  pounds  ten  shillings: 
also  a  load  of  wood  for  each  scholar,  half  nut  and  half  oak.  His 
services  to  begin,  April  1749. 

Messrs.  A.  Hardenbroek,  Th.  Van  Wyck,  J.  Turk  and  J.  Bree- 

voort  were  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  buUding  of  a  school 

and  dwelling  house. 

Witness,  in  name,  etc. 

Joh.  Bitzema. 

Pbof.  Kalm's  Description  of  the  Chubches  in  New  Yobk  in 

1748. 

1.  The  English  Church,  built  In  the  year  1695  (1607)  at  the  west  end  of  the 
town,  (Broadway)  consisting  of  stone,  and  has  a  steeple  aod  a  bell.    (Trinity.) 

2.  The  New  Dutch  Church,  (Cedar  and  Nassau),  which  Is  likewise  built  of  stone, 
is  pretty  large,  and  Is  provided  with  a  steeple;  it  has  also  a  clock,  which  is  the 
only  one  In  the  town.  This  Church  stands  almost  due  from  north  to  south.  No 
particular  point  of  the  compass  has  here  been  in  general  attended  to  in  erecting 
sacred  buildings.  Some  churches  stand,  as  is  usual,  from  east  to  west,  others  from 
south  to  north,  and  others  In  different  positions.  In  this  Dutch  Church  there  is 
neither  altar,  vestry,  choir,  sconces  nor  paintings.  Some  trees  are  planted  round 
about  it,  which  make  It  look  as  If  It  were  built  In  a  wood. 

3.  The  Old  Dutch  Church.  (Garden  Street),  which  Is  also  built  of  stone.  It  is 
not  so  large  as  the  new  one.  It  was  painted  In  the  Inside,  though  without  any 
Images,  and  adorned  with  a  small  organ,  of  which  Governor  Burnet  made  them  a 
present.    The  men  for  the  most  part  sit  In  the  gallery  and  th^  "^otdl^h  V^^Vy^ . 
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4.  The  Presbyterian  Church,  (Wall  street),  which  is  pretty  large  and  vu  Ml 
bat  lately.    It  is  of  stone  and  lias  a  steeple  and  a  bell  In  it. 

6.  The  German  Lutheran  Chnrch. 
0.  The  German  Reformed  Church. 

7.  The  French  Church  for  Protestant  refugees. 

8.  The  Quaker  meeting  House. 

9.  To  these   may  be  added  the  Jewish   Synagogue,    which    I   mentioned  betel 

** **A  young  Rabbi  read  the  dirlne  serrice,   which  was  psitlj  h 

Hebrew  and  partly  In  the  Rabbinical  dialect During  prtycn  tki 

men  spread  a  white  cloth  oyer  their  heads;  which  periiaps  is  to  represeat  ad* 
cloth  ".— Kalm's  Travels.   182,  196. 

From  ILllm's  Description  of  Albany,  1'749 To 

Dutch  and  English  Churchbs. 

There  are  two  churches  In  Albany,  an  English  one  and  a  Dntch  one.  The  Deteh 
church  stands  at  some  distance  from  the  river,  on  the  east  side  of  the  market 
It  is  built  of  stone;  and  in  the  middle,  it  has  a  small  steeple,  with  a  beO.  It 
has  but  one  minister,  who  preaches  twice  every  Sunday.  The  English  dmreh  ii 
situated  on  the  hill,  at  the  west  end  of  the  market,  directly  under  the  Fort  It  li 
likewise  built  of  stone,  but  has  no  steeple.  There  was  no  service  at  this  cksrch 
at  this  time,  because  they  had  no  minister;  and  all  the  people  understood  Dstd 
the  garrison  excepted.  The  minister  of  this  church  has  a  settled  income  of  ose 
hundred  pounds  sterling,  which  he  gets  from  Eijtgland. —  Munseirs  Annals,  L  Ml 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  G.  Du  Bois,  etc.  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Aug.  20,  174S. 

Reverend  Assembly: — Inasmuch  as  the  Rev.  Classis  urged 
the  committee,  in  their  letter,  to  maintain  the  Coetus :  We,  the 
undersigned,  who  belong  to  the  Coetus,  did  in  our  last  session  a: 
"the  Ferry"  again  present  to  the  delegates  from  Long  Island 
your  express  request  in  reference  to  this  matter  and  were  very 
earnest  in  seeking  to  persuade  them  to  do  their  part,  toward  get 
ting  all  the  congregations  of  Kings  County  to  join  themsekn 
to  the  Coetus.  They  all  promised  to  do  all  that  lay  in  their  }>ower 
to  this  end.  They  also  declared  that  they,  for  their  part,  were 
fully  inclined  to  it. 

But  inasmuch  as  Rev.  Arondeus,  of  Raritan,  has  been  broiigb: 
back,  upon  a  sort  of  a  call  from  a  few  consistory-members;  and 
inasmuch,  as  manyji  KTOgations  of  Kings  County,  oi 

whicla.  "Rev.  \«Ji  ^\  costot^  ^t^  desirous  of  havinj 
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keeping  Arondeus  as  their  minister,  etc;  (for  the  Rev. 
will,  doubtless,  be  more  accurately  informed  of  this  mat- 
to  her  grief);  therefore,  Johannes  Lott  and  Philip  Nagel 
fesold  ns  a  few  days  later,  in  Kew  York,  that,  on  accoimt  of  the 
ipreat  discord  in  their  congregations,  occasioned  by  the  return  of 
Rev.  Arondeus,  the  consistory  had  not  yet  decided  to  join  them- 
•dres  to  the  Coetus. 

We  remain,  Bev.  (Gentlemen,  Your  Obedient  Servants, 

G.  Du  Bois,  Chris.  Bancker,  A.  O.  Van  Wyck. 
New  York,  August  20th,  1748. 

CHASSIS  OF  Amsteedam. 
Bey.  £.  T.  van  Hoevenbergh. 
1748,  Sept.  2nd.    Art  9.    This  case  remains  in  statu,    xii.  168. 

Acts  of  CoiBTtrs. 

Begun  September  27,  1748. ' 

Forenoon. 

Memben  Present. 

Domlne  Cartenins,  with  Elden:  from  HackexiBack,  John  Zabrlikie;  from  Schraal- 
«nbersh,  Carol  De  Bann. 

Domlne  Haaghort,  none;  but  from  Paramna,  Albert  Van  Dien. 

Domlne  Du  Bola,  Domlne  Bitsema,  with  the  Elders.  C.  Bancker  and  Abraham 
▼an  Wyck. 

Domlne  Van  Slnderen,  with  the  Elder,  Abraham  Lott. 

Domlne  Schuyler,  with  the  Elder,  DIrck  Hagedoom. 

An  Elder  from  New  Bnmswick  —  Henry  Fisher. 

Moderators. 

Domlne  Curtenius  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer.  Domlne  Haaghoort  was 
chosen  President;  Domlne  Curtenius,  Clerk;  and  Domlne  Du  Bols,  Clerk  Extraor- 
dinary. 

1.  Letter  from  the  Classls. —  Domlne  Du  Bols  having  delivered  the  letter  of  the 
Rey.  Classls  [of  Oct.  2,  1747,]  to  the  Ministers,  it  was  read,  and  the  who  e  Coetus 
expressed  their  great  satisfaction  with  ft,  and  directed  copies  of  it  to  be  sent  to 
the  disaffected,  to  induce  them  to  come  in. 

2.  Reading  of  Minutes. —  All  the  records  in  the  Coetus  Book  were  read,  (which 
It  took  a  lon^  time  to  do,)  and  approved. 

3.  Gravamina. —  The  persons  from  Kings  County  delivered  their  charges  against 
Arondeus.     [See  next  document.] 

4.  Calls.—  Messrs.  Goetschius,  Van  SInderen,  and  Leydt  delivered  their  calls. 
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3.  AttindenB.—  The  cotuplalnta  from  Long  liUnd  isalngl  DomlDc  Aronilnu  mt 
taken  ap,  and  It  was  determined  to  reqoeHt  Domlne  AroadeQa  it>  meet  us  I'tc  ttn 
coming  Thurwlaj',  la  bear  Ibe  cocnplalots  agalDsc  him,  sod,  If  po«si1iI«.  to  eSKi  i 
recanclllatlon  in  a  hecomlDg  manner. 


September  28  —  Forenoon. 

1.  It  was  illrocted  Ihat  the  Claarical  Letter  ahoald  be  copied  Into  tlit  final 
of  the  CoeCuR. 

2.  EiaminalloDB. —  Ueaua.  GoetacbluB.  Van  dC'r  Llnde  and  Licyat  dellTend  tteli 
pTOpoaltloDB,  and  were  examined  by  Uesan.  Curtenlus  and  BaaghiMirt;  KbensB  iki 
Aaiemblr  traa  RallEOed,  after  cohbhoiIds  two  hours  la  the  ume. 


1.  Tbp  committee  deputed  bj  Jamaica.  Hempstead  «nd  Newlown  ippeued  M- 
fore  DB,  and  the  Coetua  promlaed  to  aaalat  them  In  everj  proper  way.  accoidlaf  » 
tbeir  abllltr:  to  ivrile  to  their  opponenta.  and  to  consider  Che  matcen  of  thw 
con  Ktegnt  Ions. 

^□a  of  Tappan  desired  to  be  recocnllfd  u  3 
>rs  bad  banded  the  letter  of  the  Cliirif  to 
ID  to  promise  tbat  If  there  wsa  aoTtblDg  la  11 
pDUld  make  It  kao<ra  to   them.     He  gave  tLe 


2.  Tappan—  The  elders 

and  de 

the   Coctaa. 

The   el 

MuaellUB  h 
telatlDg   to 

the   congregatl 

»n,    be 

promt  Be,  bu 

t  bad  not  yet 

u]  ailed 

The  mee 

ng  adlourned. 

ecauBC 

e  for  preicblDg  had  airlTed. 


September  2i)  —  Forenoon. 


1.  ArondenB,— The  meeting  bad,  by  letter,  requealed  Arondena  to  bear  tbt 
cbargea  egalnat  him:  hot  be,  Slao  by  letter,  refUBed  to  fame,  bnt  said  be  voM 
write  to  Ihe  Bcv.  Claials;  beeanae  be,  with  Dorolnc  Boel.  bU  eotreapondeat.  dV* 
not  recognlie  the  Coelns. 

3.  Kings  and  Queens  Connlles.—  Tbe  matters  of  Kings  and  Qneena  Coualies  wne 
referred  to  Domlneg  Du  Bole.  Rltieuis.  and  Baagboorl.  with  Elders  Banckec  aod 
ITlBber.  as  a  committee  to  manage  tbe  case:  with  lesTe,  In  case  Domloe  Bugboort 
and  Mr,   Flsber  were  not  present,  tor  the  other  three  Co  act  In  tbe  name  of  Ibt 


4.  Tappan,— The  matter  of  Tappan   was  taken  op:   and   tbe  Elder.   ComeUu 
Cooper,  admitted  as  a  membet  al  the  Oiettu,  and  Abraham   Barlos,  a   former 

elder,  us  hla  BBB\stn,Dt. 
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1.  Arondeui. —  The  case  of  Arondens  was  again  discussed,  and  It  was  concluded 
to  write  a  letter  to  him,  and  also  to  the  elders  of  the  five  Tillages. 

2.  Domlne  Van  Slnderen  requested  that  he  might  also  choose  a  Consistory,  jast 
as  Arondeus  had  done.  The  Coetus  could  not,  as  yet,  advise  him  thereto,  but 
thought  he  should.  In  an  ecclesiastical  way,  with  his  present  Consistory  choose 
another  in  due  time. 

3.  Tappan. —  The  case  of  Tappan  was  referred  to  the  ReT.  Messrs.  Curtenins, 
Haaghoort,  Qoetschlns,  and  Van  Der  Linde,  as  a  committee,  to  go  thither  in  order 
to  get  a  nearer  view  of  things,  and  to  do  what  is  in  their  power  for  the  welfare 
of  the  congregation;  each  with  an  elder,  if  they  could  persuade  them  to  go. 


September  30  —  Forenoon. 

The  Assembly  t>eing  opened  according  to  custom: 

1.  Subscription. —  All  the  members  subscribed  the  Fundamental  Articles  of  the 
Ooetns,  and  the  Rules  appended. 

2.  Request  for  Verbryck. —  It  was  unanimously  agreed  to  write  in  the  warmest 
manner  to  the  Rct.  Classls  on  behalf  of  the  student,  Verbryck,  that  he  belonged 
to  the  company  of  Leydt  and  Van  Der  Linde,  and  that  he  was  a  diligent  young 
man,  and  of  edifying  life.  This  was  committed  to  the  Clerk  Extraordinary  in 
connection  with  the  New  York  Circle. 

3.  Dom.  Boel. —  The  doings  of  Domlne  Boel  at  Newtown  should  be  made  known 
to  the  Rev.  Classls. 

4.  Testimonials  of  Ordination. —  Domine  Du  Bols  should,  as  Extraordinary  Clerk, 
according  to  the  order  of  the  Coetus,  prepare  and  deliver,  in  the  name  of  the 
Rev.  Classls,  written  testimonials  to  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Goetschlus,  Leydt  and  Van 
Der  Linde,  as  ministers;  which  was  also  done. 

5.  To  be  Recorded. —  Copiee  of  the  same  should  be  written  by  him  in  the  Book 
of  the  Coetus,  to  serve  as  examples  for  similar  cases  In  future.    (See  pp.  xxx-xzzU.) 

6.  Dom.  Haaghoort. —  Finally,  respecting  the  complaint  of  Domlne  Haaghoort 
against  liia  elders  and  deacons,  for  neglecting  to  pay  his  salary  and  provide  him 
with  firewood,  it  is  judged  not  improper  to  write  a  friendly  letter  to  them.  No 
one  besides,  of  the  ministers  or  elders,  had  any  Particularla  to  bring  forward. 

Thus  ended  the  Coetus,  wearied  with  so  many  sad  cases  and  various  matters  of 
complaint  in  different  congregations,  yet  pleased  with  each  other's  friendly  and 
harmonious  disposition  to  keep  in  view  nothing  but  the  welfare  of  the  congrega- 
tions. Whereupon,  the  meeting  separated  with  prayer  to  God;  and  so,  wishing  for 
each  other  the  blessing  of  the  Most  High,  they  departed  each  on  his  own  way. 


Complaint  to  the  Coetus,  of  the  Five  Villages  of  Kings 
County,  against  Domine  Abondeus,  Septembeb  27,  1748. 

To  the  Christian  Coetus  assembled  in  New  York,  Sept.  27,  1728. 

Inasmuch  as  the  difficulties  and  divisions  In  the  five  united  congregations  of 
Kings  County,  Long  Island,  are  continually  and  gradually  tending  to  the  ruin  of 
these  churches^  we  feel  It  to  be  our  imperative  duty,  howevet  Indlav^fMd.  ^«  sjce 


174a 


ECCLESIABTICAL   RSCOEBS 


In  do  so,  to  enter  oar  eompUlnts, 
hlgbiy  reBi)epIeil  Assembly.  We  a 
cnulrarj  to  the  Rules  of  Order  of  c 
from  the  fallowing  apeclmeDi 


ikd  iQ  wrltteD  form,  to  lay  tliem  belon  jn. 
re  coDlldeDI  tbat  these  difficuLtlea  *rtw  (filing 
lar  Dutch  Charch.  The  Inith  nt  thU  iriU  wrrm 
complaiDts  agalnit   his   BeveroDce'a  condtel. 


P.  LeffertM 

B.  V>D  Deventer 

1  Lott 


Church  Book   (Recon 

I>.  L^ITerlse 

Bev.  Via  Zlnderen 
tag.  Lott 
I.  Terkerke 


RcT.  Van  Zlnderen 


■.  Tin  Klnderea 

.1st  from  tbe 


1  His 


o(  G 


■auses  dltUloni.    Thlstspnns 
ralinK  himself  from  the  liUip 


I  neglecilug  and  p*Mlnc  by  «aiM  tf 
>  antl  families  of  tbe  Bt*  bbM 
villages  of  Kings  Coaoty.  la  hla  pulotal  rWa 
made  Juat  before  commiiiiton  aervic*. 

(q>  Hla  not  rendlag  Ibe  Form  before  tOalt 
Isterlng  the  Lord 'a  Supper. 

<d|  Hli  cbaostag  njeral/er*  for  I^(  Cit- 
•lalory  wlthoac  opeDlug  anil  cluaiog  tb*  nwA- 
ing  by  prayer. 

(ei  He  pablloly  aanoanced  fnua  hla  pilpll 
la  the  vlllsge  of  New  Amersfoort.  that  b*Ut 
Bo  riFETDSl  and  Internal  call  of  Ood  to  iRit 
Ibe  country. 

Complaint  II. 
He  deacrted  his  charge  la  a  falthltai  bu- 

(B)  He   made    hla   Call    oull    and   tdU  br  • 


which 


(b)  He  annually  hired  hlmwlf  t< 
gregatloD.  He  alao  acted  as  a  blrellBf:  IW 
he  deserted  hla  sheep,  nod  aeemed  to  an  kil 
Utile  for  his  flock.  Thla  la  coDtrary  to  irtMt 
LXXX  (of  Charch  Onler.  which  meallDsi 
-'  DeiertioD  of  OOce.) 

Complaint  III. 
He  apoke  too  contemptibly  about  ma  dmnb- 
He  apoke  aa  though  God  had  no  other  cbuck 
ao  wicked,  uader  the  saa.  as  we  are.    Be  tlM 


Van    Zluderen 

Et 

n     more 

than    thll.     Ht 

■  old    him    lbs 

he 

could    scarcely    w 

alk   llM 

streets  «llh  safety. 

being  in 

constan 

danger 

of  baring  ston 

He  also 

grtaUf 

aiaappomieU 

s.  and 

our  pastor,  by  a 

Bt  meet- 

lag  his  engag 

OD  April 

IB.    1T4 

.  to  In- 

y   ele 

ti^d   past 

sald  b( 

was  obliged  I 
at  that  lime. 

pprf 

rm  a  ms 

rrlage  (^ 

■■"=""" 

Com  plaint 

IV, 

Ills   aBlflwf 

al   Intnialon   np 

OB    the 

sort  It 

another;  that  la  to  say,  In  the  {dlilded  work 
of  the)  dTe  unjted  congfegallons  of  Klog» 
County.  He  begsn  his  work  In  the  latter 
part  nf  July  la  the  Tillage  of  New  Cuecbt 
and  la  ihp  village  of  Brenkelen.  conlncy  ID 
Wie    ■■Vftiw.    uiA    ivvfobatlon    of    Rev.    Tin 
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Bev.   Van  Zlnderen 


Abraham  Lott 


Complaint  V. 

Rey.  Arondeus  and  hU  party  have  refused 
to  allow  Rev.  Van  Zlnderen,  (who  is  our 
lawful  pastor-elect),  and  mnch  against  his 
Rev.  wishes,  to  preach  In  two  different  pul- 
pits; and  with  him,  many  members  were  par- 
tially censured. 


The  elders  of  Breukelen  and  New  Utrecht  notified  Rev.  Van  Zlnderen,  on  Dec. 
13,  that  his  services  were  not  desired.  The  elders  of  New  Utrecht  left  their  re- 
spectiTe  pews  on  Dec  28;  and  those  of  Breukelen  did  the  same  thing  on  Sept.  U; 
•o  that  our  pastor,  Rev.  Van  Zlnderen  was  obliged  to  preach  without  any  elden 
in  his  audience. 

These  are  our  complaints  and  we  are  ready  to  defend  and  substantiate  them; 
and  we  do  hereby  sign  this  paper  with  our  hands. 


Harmanus  Barkelo,  active  deacon 
Thomas  Van  Dyck,  active  deacon 
Andrles  Emans,  Justus 
John  Luykese,  ex-elder 
8.  Schenck,  ex-elder 
John  Montfoort,  ex-elder 
William  Van  Nuys,  ex-elder 
Abraham  Lott,  active  elder 
William  Couwenhoven,  active  elder 
John  Misard,  active  elder 
Peter  Leffertse,  ex-elder 
Barent  Van  Deventer,  ex-elder 
John  Benham,  ex-elder 


Lawrence  Dltmarse,  ex-elder 
John  Verkerke,  ex-elder 
John  Stryker,  ex-elder 
Francis  Titus«  ex-elder 
Abraham  Doryea,  ex-elder 
James  Colyer,  ex-elder 
John  De  Witt,  ex-elder 
G.  Van  Der  Hoeven,  ex-elder 
Barent  Blom,  ex-elder 
Henry  Suydam,  ex-elder 
Jacob  Sebring,  ex-elder 
Charles  Beavois,  ex-eider. 


This  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  manuscript. 


O.  Dn  Bois. 


Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Coetus  to  the  Eev.  Classis,  Sept.  27,  1748. 

[Not  despatched,  apparently,  until  Dec.  12,  1748.] 

Reverend  and  Honored  Brethren: — Herewith  are  sent  with  all  respect  to  the 
Rev.  Classis,  the  Minutes  of  the  Third  Coetus,  begun  September  27,  1748. 

First,  it  appears  therefrom,  that  Domine  Du  Bols  communicated  to  the  Coetus 
the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  which,  being  then  first  opened,  was  read  before  the 
Assembly,  when  all  the  members  present  declared  their  especial  satisfaction  with 
It.  and  requested  Domine  Du  Bols  to  express  the  thanks  of  them  all  to  the  Bev. 
Classis,  as  he  hereby  does;  and  this  the  more  since  our  persevering  adversaries 
strive  In  every  way  imaginable  to  hinder  us,  and  to  give  every  one  an  abhorrence 
of  the  Coetus.  Although  with  all  their  underhanded  bustling,  the  longer  they 
work,  the  less  they  succeed. 

Moreover,  the  Rev.  Classis  may  see  from  our  Minutes  how  various  matters  are 
handled  by  the  Coetus  —  some  very  pleasant,  as  touching  the  execution  of  the 
Classical  authority  given  in  reference  to  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Ooetschlus,  Leydt,  and 
Van  Der  Linde,  all  of  whom  are  already  ecclesiastically  called  and  settled  in  their 
churches,  to  the  great  Joy  of  the  same.  Nevertheless,  some  wholly  mournful  cases 
have  come  before  us,  of  which  the  Classis  cannot  get  a  complete  view  from  the 
Minutes,  for  we  could  not  lay  open  all  things  in  their  whole  compass,  but  only 
point  to  tbem  with  the  linger.     Therefore,  we  are  V>oxlti^  \.o  <io\!iXDiM\i\^'^\.%  \5^  \!^^ 
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Ucv.  Body  the  peculiar  conduct  of  Domine  Arondeus,   as  It  came  befixe  u  hm 
the  accompanying  documents,  especially  No.  2,  and  other  adTlces,  tIs.: 

I.  Tbat  he  has,  without  just  cause,  cut  off  a  third  part  of  the  wrftoe  4»  tk 
congregation  of  New  Utrecht    (See  document  No.  5.) 

II.  Especially  is  it  complained: 

1.  That  in  family  Tisitation,  he  deliberately  passed  by  Tarlous  membert  of  tk» 
five  Tillages,  only  because  they  had  heard  Domine  Ritzema  preadi  at  GtanasL 

2.  That  he  had  more  than  once  administered  the  Lord's  Sapper  wlthovt  raiii 
the  form  for  that  service. 

3.  That  he  had  chosen  a  Consistory  without  prayer  or  thanksglTlag. 

4.  Tliat  he  had  said  from  the  pulpit  at  New  Amersfort,  that  God  had  iawnfi; 
and  outwardly  called  him  not  to  remain  In  this  country. 

5.  That  he  had  Tiolated  his  call,  and  on  the  9th  of  May,  1748,  altered  It  liti  i 
lease  for  two  years;  and  after  two  years,  has  hired  himself  from  year  to  jetr.  «1i] 
the  stipulation  that,  so  soon  as  the  new  minister  came  OTer,  he  then  vooU  h 
immediately  released  from  the  congregation,  and  from  his  entire  mlDlsterial  Mnki 

0.  But  when  Domine  Van  Sinderen  arrived,  they  say: 

(a.)  That  Domine  Arondeus,  at  the  request  of  the  Consistory,  agreed  to  iatniM 
him  with  a  sermon,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country;  bat  that,  dfitlrii 
because  Domine  Van  Sinderen  was  requested  to  perfonn  a  marriage  eerenoBf.  I 
refused  to  do  this  on  Saturday,  so  that  on  the  Sunday  Domine  Van  aitav 
preached  his  lirst  sermon  without  the  usual  introduction. 

(b.)  That  in  May,  1747,  he  secretly  went  to  Rarltan  without  any  eccleriiaki 
dismission,  and  was  there  installed  by  Domine  Fryenmoet. 

(c.)  That  in  July,  1748,  he  came  back  without  any  dlsnilsslon,  only  at  the  refw 
of  some  members  of  the  Consistory  of  Brookljm  and  Kew  Utrecht,  conlliBtl  I 
some  members  of  the  congregations,  and  also  without  any  ecclesiastical  dB,  u 
In  spite  of  thirty  three  families  of  Brooklyn  and  fourteen  of  the  little  vDlMti 
New  Utrecht,  who  have  presented  to  the  Coetus  their  protest  against  hli  icda 
See  No.  6,  (1,  2,  3.) 

(d.)  That  he  nevertheless  began  Ills  service  as  minister  at  New  Utrecht  oe  d 
last  day  of  July,  1748,  and  on  the  following  Sunday  at  Brooklyn. 

(e.)  That  thereupon,  only  because  Domine  Van  Slnderei|.  refused  to  be  rccoodU 
with  Domine  Arondeus  In  any  other  than  a  Christian  manner  In  the  presnice  < 
ecclesiastical  persons,  (see  No.  4,)  the  elders  of  Brooklyn  and  New  Utrecht  «it 
out  any  regular  hearing  or  any  regard  to  his  call,  have,  on  their  own  aotkoiit; 
retracted  and  done  away  his  ministerial  office  In  the  two  congregations. 

(f.)  That  Domine  Van  Sinderen  preached  In  his  turn  on  the  28th  ult  tt  » 
Utrecht,  but  the  elders  deliberately  left  their  places  vacant.  The  same  thli 
occurred  at  Brooklyn  on  the  11th  of  September;  and  so  It  has  continued  from  tl^ 
time. 

(g.)  That  Domine  Arondeus  has  also  chosen  and  ordained  new  Conslstorief,  i 
Is  to  be  seen  from  the  documents,  and  as  appears  to  us  from  other  advices. 

N.  B. —  The  complainants  have  declared  In  the  documents  that  their  complais 
are  made  upon  their  membership,  and  they  say  that  they  can  confirm  them  wii 
an  oath. 

III.  Thus,  the  Rev.  Classls  may  see  how  the  Coetus  has  endeavored  to  reoosd 
Domine  Arondeus  with  Domine  Van  Sinderen,  but  In  vain,  as  appears  from  N«' 
7  and  8. 

We  have  communicated  to  the  Rev.  Assembly  only  the  complaints  of  Domi 
Van  Sinderen,  because  Domine  Arondeus  refused  to  state  his  complaints  to  i 
The  principal  one,  as  we  hear.  Is.  that  Domine  Van  Sinderen  ill  treated  him. 
that  the  first  time  he  preached,  after  service  he  administered  the  onilnanvv 
baptism,  although  Domine  Arondeus  was  In  the  church;  to  which  IX>miDe  V 
Sinderen  replies,  that  when  he  read  the  form,  Domine  Arondeus  made  not  t 
least  sign  of  arising,  and  therefore  he  administered  the  ordinance  himself.  R  :t 
\a  certaVn  l\i«A.  iVife  IxV^iw^^  q1  ^t^t^Aa^m^  ^^«,lre  that  Van   Sinderen   and  his  frlen 
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aloni^  with  Van  Sinderen  as  their  mlnlBter,  and  that  all  the  missteps  of  Arondens 
should  be  buried  in  obllyion.  Yet  Van  Sinderen  and  his  friends,  whom  men,  tak- 
Ins  the  five  villages  together,  deem  to  be  the  largest  in  numbers,  cannot  under- 
stand how  Arondeus  has  the  most  elders  on  his  side.  And  they  mind  no  church 
orders.  What  shall  be  the  issue?  Time  must  teach.  But  the  most  mournful  thing 
is«  that  this  great  division  affects  no  little  the  general  edification,  and  indeed 
makes  the  Dutch  congregations  an  object  of  contempt  to  others.  Meanwhile 
Arondeus,  with  his  party,  obscures  the  real  question,  which  Is  not  so  much  between 
Arondeus  and  Van  Sinderen,  as  between  Arondeus,  with  his  elders,  and  all  that 
portion  of  the  congregations  which  do  not  desire  to  recognise  Arondeus  for  their 
minister.  This  the  chief  missives  (of  V.  S.)  show,  and  yet  a  regular  call  was 
made  upon  him;  so  that  really  Domine  Van  Sinderen  has  cause  of  complaint. 

We  should  now  Inform  you  of  the  matters  of  Queens  County,  since  Domine 
Ooetschlus  went  from  there  to  Hackensack,  and  especially  of  the  mournful  state 
of  the  Church  of  Tappan  by  reason  of  the  misbehavior  of  Domine  Muzelius;  but 
these  tilings  are  not  yet  sufficiently  ripe,  wherefore  we  postpone  them  to  another 
occasion. 

Meanwhile,  the  Coetus  cannot  conceal  from  the  Rev.  Assembly  that  Domine 
Boel  was  pleased,  on  the  16th  of  August,  to  cause  a  new  Consistory  to  be  chosen 
by  some  persons  at  Newtown,  (for  they  who  were  formerly  dissatisfied  with 
UoetschiuB  still  corresponded  only  with  Domine  Boel,)  and  to  ordain  them  on  the 
same  day:  particularly  that  on  the  28th  of  September  he  baptised  anew  four  or 
five  children  who  had  been  baptised  by  Domine  Ooetschlus;  and  Cornelius  Rapelye, 
an  elder,  testifies  that  Domine  Boel  has  said  to  him  that  he  did  this  by  order  of 
the  Kev.  Classis,  which  Indeed  he  has  said  to  others.  This  appears  very  strange 
to  all  here,  whether  English  or  Dutch,  since  even  they  who  were  baptised  in 
Fopery,  when  they  come  to  us,  are  not  rebaptlsed;  and  so  the  Synod  determined 
in  reference  to  the  baptism  of  the  Mennonites,  as  also  in  regard  to  baptism  by  an 
excommunicated  minister.  But  Goetschius  was  never  excommunicated  nor  de- 
clared heterodox;  he  has  had  a  call:  Dorslus  and  Frellnghuysen  qualified  him, 
(although  they  had  no  right  to  do  so;)  and  Domine  Freeman,  with  the  assent  of 
Domine  Antonldes,  openly  laid  hands  upon  him  and  installed  him  in  the  congrega- 
tion of  North  [New?]  Jamaica. 

We  intended  to  conclude  here,  but  hearing  that  the  vessel  will  not  set  off  so 
soon  as  we  supposed,  we  add  what  follows.  While  we  understand  that  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Coetus  have  executed  their  business  at  Tappan,  the  Rev.  Classis 
will  receive  the  intelligence  thereof  from  the  committee  Itself.  The  Coetus  lias 
also  endeavored  to  unite  the  congregations  of  North  [New?]  Jamaica  and  Hemp- 
stead, both  together  choosing  Consistories  from  among  those  who  had  once  been 
in  the  office  among  them,  and  the  party  opposed  to  Goetschius  Joining  the  Coetus, 
as  the  others  had  done.  But  they  have,  with  Domine  Arondeus,  chosen  their  own 
Consistory,  and  he  ordained  them  the  same  day;  so  that  now  they  are  altogether 
at  variance  with  each  other;  all  which  is  the  work  of  our  adversaries. 

We  shall  not  dilate  further  upon  the  diflTerent  features  of  the  condition  of  the 
congregations  here.  The  most  of  them,  so  far  as  we  hear,  are  sufficiently  at 
peace.  The  three  which  have  ministers  ordained  here  are  satisfied  with  them, 
and  they  are  diligent  in  their  office.  Meanwhile,  the  Rev.  Assembly  may  rest 
assured  that  the  Coetus  have  no  other  design  than  to  observe  subordination  to 
your  full  satisfaction.  We  have  not  engaged  further  In  the  matters  which  we 
now  mention,  but  shall  serve  subordination  to  your  full  satisfaction.  We  have 
not  engaged  further  in  the  matters  which  we  now  mention,  but  shall  consider  the 
means  by  which,  as  far  as  possible,  to  straighten  that  which  Is  now  crooked. 
8tlll,  we  hold  yonr  penetrating  Judgment  necessary  to  accomplish  this,  and  for  It 
we  therefore  wait. 

For  the  present,  we  here  conclude,  with  the  Invocation  of  all  temporal  and 
spiritual  blessings  from  heaven  to  rest  forever  upon  your  Rev.  Assembly,  in 
becoming  respect  and  esteem. 

Reverend  and  honored  brethren, 

Tour  obedient  servants, 

In  the  name  of  the  Coetus, 

O.  Du  Bols, 


ECOLBBIASTICAI.    ReCOBDS 


Tbli  la  an  psppcIaL  poBticrlpl.  i 


1  th€  tcoai  Arllel«  U  Vkoa 


aesll;    ■nd    Impnrianotelj'    I 


Of  the  CoetuB  lor  Seplember  Soth. 

We  t 
Asaemlilj  to  be  pleased  to  ^ant  to  tbp  CoptU! 
Verbryok,  power  to  einmlne  hitn,  and  If  he  be  found  fll,  to  utdaJn  tUm  talfr  It  i» 
boljr  otatx.  Tbe  Coetut  observes  Ihe  eipreaa  deolaratlon  of  the  lUr.  CUhUi  tm 
It  la  aiiluclliied  to  allow  this  her^rtet  to  tbe  Coetus.  The  Co«tU9  li  (IM  a 
iDcllued  to  urge  tbe  point,  aare  Id  Blntrular  InslaDres  In  wblcb  It  majr  b*  tbovU 
proper.     Soch  the  CoetnB  jodKes  lo  be  the  caae  with  this  s 

L  He  bas  studied  with  Meiara.  Le;dt  and  Vnn  Der  Llnde.  and  Is  thr  oalr  ^ 
now  remolDlDg  of  Chat  companf. 

II,   He  haa  everywhere  the  name  of  a  Tery 

1.  He  baa  a  reRiilnr  eirtlflcate  as  a  church  member. 

2.  Wbat  be  eiblblied  in  bis  request  to  the  Coelus.  and  tJie  tealtmonUl*  of  Ui 
progress  under  rnrlous  [lersons  In  tbe  languages  and  theology. 

3.  Domloe  IThcoilore]  Frellnghuysen  and  other  mlnlslera  of  the  Coetni  itetui 
btm  Bt,  and  spoke  In  pralae  of  his  acceptable  gifts  for  preaeblng. 

4.  Domlne  Frellnghu^aen  bos  already  written  to  the  Rev.  Claaala  for  bUi.  m 
tbe  bope  and  belief  that  tbe  Coetus  would  do  tbe  some,  wblrh  baa  now  bapiMM. 
before  we  received  the  letter  of  tbe  Bct.  Claaala  In  wblcb  tbey  show  Ibrlr  d^ 
Inclination  that  hereafter  tbe  Coetus  ahonld  make  such  requests.  On  ■cToaat  of 
both.  tben.  the  lyoetas  reqneata.  In  the  most  friendly  way,  that  thl«  requai  m*i 
be  granted. 

tn  tbe  name  of  tbe  Coetus, 


Form  of  Testimonials,   Adopted  bt  the   Coetds,  Sept.  28> 

1748. 

Certificate  of  a  Proponent  or  Candidate. 

Blnce  the  Rev.  CIbbbIs  of  AmnlerdBm  hag  transmllled  to  Its  subordinate  Coetni 
In  the  town  of  New  York.  In  America,  assembled  In  the  Consistory  Chamber  ot 
the  I.oiv  Dutch  Reformed  eoDgregntlon  there,  and  eonalallng  of  different  mlnliten 
and  elders  from  various  congregations  of  tbe  Low  Dalcb  Reformed  Cbnreli  U 
these  provinces,  full  and  express  authority  to  exnnilue  In  their  name  the  «mdent 
N.  N.  In  Ibc  Hebrew  and  Greek  languages  and  Id  tbe  chief  points  of  Halj 
Theology,  and.  It  tliey  found  him  ciuallned,  to  declare  blm  a  candidate  for  tie 
'  1  public    preaching   of   the   Gospel  In   the  Lo* 


ministry,    nnd   to  admit   him 
Duleh   Reformed  Church: 
The  above-mentioned  N.  N. 


appeared  Ibis  In 

■■  a  Coetus  suboriilnute  to  the  Claasls  of  Amslerdam,  and.  after  sliowlnK  Ui 
ecclesiastical  and  olber  credible  testlmonlala  of  bis  progress  In  tbe  knowledge  <>t 
divinity,  hax  given  satisfactory  proof  of  bla  gifts  In  au  exercise  upon  an  acslgntd 
teit:  nnd  thereupon  being  admitted  to  a  further  lu(]nlry  Into  his  knowledge  at  tit 
Hebrew  and  Greek  languages,  and  of  (be  principal  beads  ot  Holy  Theology,  bu 
■bovTD  himself  so  furnished,  and  the  Coetus  have  token  such  satisfaction  In  hi* 
leamlug  and  ability,  that  they.  In  the  name  of  the  Classls  of  Amslerdam.  onuil- 
mously  declare  him  o  candidate  for  the  ministry,  and  na  sooh  to  be  admitted  to 
tbe  pobllc  preaching  of  the  Word,  and  to  the  eihlbltlou  ot  bla  gifts  in  the  Low 
Dotcb  Reformer!  Charrh.  whenever  nnd  wherever  it  may  be  rMiuested  of  him. 
Wberelo  wc  now.  In  the  name  ot  tbe  Clsasls  of  Amstenlam.  nnlborlie  and  admit 
N,  S.,  after  previous  signing  ot  Ibe  Forinuliis  of  t'nlly  and  promises  of  adhercBce 
to  the  Coetus,  as  anbotdlmile  Us  i.fce  ClaMla  of  Amstenlam.  Meanvhlle.  we  re- 
guest  Rll  to  whom  llila  certWcBle  rovj  come  \.n  t«cnwi\i*  'Wi-ai  »»  »  n.x«Ea«a.-w  *« 
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lie  mlnlstiy,  and  to  offer  him  a  helping  hand  In  hia  pione  purpoae;  not  donbtinir 
Jiat  whenerer  the  Lord  of  Hosts  may  call  him  to  the  aerrice  of  the  Ooapel,  he 
^111  apply  himself  to  be  approved  of  Gk>d  as  a  workman,  who  needeth  not  to  be 
laliamed,  doing  the  work  of  an  evangelist  and  whatever  service  the  congregation 
ihall  require.  Whereto  we,  from  the  heart,  desire  for  him  the  rich  and  graciona 
blessing  of  the  Most  High. 
Given  in  our  Ecclesiastical  Assembly,  as  a  subordinate  Coetns  of  the  Rev.  Olassis 

of  Amsterdam.     At  New  York,  this  in  the  year  

G.  Du  Bols,  p.  t.  Clerk. 


Certificate  of  a  Predicant  or  Ordained  Minister. 

The  Goetas,  subordinate  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  and  recognized  and  ap* 
proved  by  it  for  this  purpose,  being  gathered,  after  invocation  of  God's  name,  at 
New  York,  this  27th  of  September,  Anno  1748: 

At  this  time  HeAry  Fisher  and  ruling  elders  of  the  congrega- 
tions of  New  Brunswick  and  Six  Mile  Run,  came  before  us  with  a  call  from  both 
these  congregations  upon  John  Leydt,  a  candidate  for  the  ministry,  to  be  their 
minister,  in  order  that  the  Rev.  Assembly  might  inspect  the  same,  and,  finding  It 
In  due  form,  might  approve  It;  and  that  the  said  John  Leydt  might  be  admitted  to 
the  final  examination  by  the  Coetus,  which  is  specially  authorized  to  do  this  by 
the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  and  if  found  qualified,  be  approved  by  the  Coetus 
as  the  lawfully  called  minister  of  New  Brunswick  and  Six  Mile  Run,  and  be 
declared  as  such  by  written  testimonials  to  all  whom  it  may  concern. 

The  Assembly,  having  examined  the  aforesaid  call  and  found  it  in  due  form, 
have  taken  the  said  John  Leydt,  presenting  himself  for  final  examination,  into 
trial  of  his  gifts,  upon  John  5:  25,  which  had  been  previously  assigned  to  him,  and 
have  been  fully  satisfied.  And  in  the  inquiry  into  his  knowledge  of  the  principal 
parts  of  Holy  Theology,  he  has  shown  himself  so  skilled,  and  so  ready  in  removing 
the  subterfuges  and  difficulties  of  them  that  are  without,  that  the  Rev.  Assembly 
have  found  him  mighty  to  convince  by  sound  doctrine  and  to  overthrow  the  gain- 
aayers.  Wherefore  the  Rev.  Assembly  hold  and  recognize  the  godly  and  learned 
John  Leydt,  after  he  has  subscribed  both  the  Low  Dutch  Confession,  the  Christian 
Catechism,  and  the  Canons  of  the  National  Synod  of  Dort,  and  also  the  rules  of 
the  Coetus  as  subordinate  to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  by  this  their  written 
declaration,  to  be  the  lawfully  called  pastor  and  teacher  of  the  Low  Dutch  Re- 
formed congregations  of  New  Brunswick  and  Six  Mile  Run,  and  thus  fully  author- 
ized to  preach  the  Gospel,  to  administer  the  Sacraments,  and  wisely  and  prudently 
to  govern,  according  to  the  Word  of  God,  the  congregations  of  which  the  Holy 
Ghost  lias  made  him,  along  with  the  elders  thereof,  an  overseer.  While  we 
earnestly  exhort  him,  when  he  shall  be  publicly  confirmed  and  Installed  in  his 
congregations,  habitually  to  watch  over  the  same  in  doctrine  and  life,  with  all 
love,  and  peace,  and  harmony,  we  will  not  doubt  that  he  will  apply  himself  to 
become,  in  every  respect,  approved  of  God  as  a  workman  who  needs  not  to  be 
ashamed,  doing  the  work  of  an  evangelist  and  of  whatever  service  his  congrega- 
tions shall  require. 

Wherefore  we  none  the  less  entreat  his  congregations  who  have  him  for  their 
pastor  and  teacher,  to  hold  him  In  honor  as  such,  for  his  work's  sake;  and  in 
everything  to  help  him,  so  that  he  may  accomplish  his  Important  ministry  In  the 
Gospel,  unhindered  and  with  Joy. 

The  Almighty  God.  who  has  called  him  to  this  excellent  work  in  his  Church, 
enrich  him  more  and  more  with  all  necessary  gifts  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  and  bless 
hlfl  abundant  labors  to  the  magnifying  of  his  most  Holy  Name,  and  the  conversion 
and  salvation  of  many  souls.  And  when  the  Chief  Shepherd  shall  appear,  may  He 
give  him  the  unfading  crown  of  eternal  greatness. 

Done  in  our  Ecclesiastical  Assembly,  subordinate  to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amster- 
dam, this  day,  at  New  York,  the  28th  September,  1748. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  order  of  all, 

Gerard  Haaghoort,  p.  t.  Preset 
O.  Du  Bols,  Clerk  Extraor. 
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C1.A8SIS  OF  AUSTESDAU. 

Rev,  E.  T.  van  Hoevenbergh. 
1748,  Oct.  7th.     Art.  7.     This  case  remains  in  statu,     xii.  16fi. 

Classis  of  Austekdau. 

Correapondence  in  Holland. 

Rev.  Peter  Wynstock  to  Peter  De  Windt,  Oct.  10,  1748. 

Portfolio  "  New  Tork  ",  Vol.  U. 

Addregged:   Mr.  Peter  de  Wlndt,  at  tbe  Hodk  ot  Ur.  Dirk  de  Bode,  In  tke  Kd(U 
Alley  at  AmiCerdatD. 

Harderwyk,   Oct.  ID,  HO. 

Mr.  Peter  de  Wlndt;— WItb  Jar  did  I  receive  yeaterdar  roar  letter  of  tlw  W 
from  Anuterdam,  althaasb  It  came  Terji  anezpectedlj.  I  congratnlatr  too  ipM 
yoni  safe  arrlTal.  and  we  are  rejoiced  at  yoar  excellent  welfare  and  plon*  lim. 

Having  two  Blct  peraoaa  In  the  hoaae,  we  are  too  mnch  limited  in  reqiwt  t* 
HieeplDg  room;  otlierwlBe.  we  would  Inrlte  ;od  to  came  OTer  as  iooq  aa  too  Mdl 
da  BO,  to  talk  over  ronr  iDtereati  and  affairs.  In  all  tbeae  I  am  moat  heutflT 
wllllni  to  lerre  roD  with  tbe  beat<  adrlce  and  aid  I  can  glre. 

I  moat  conclude  from  roar  letter  that  700  have  kept  np  TIieaIoi7  tad  Ot 
iBDgnageai  bnt  bere.  In  tbis  canotrr.  no  one  can  be  eiamtned  wlthont  a  Ti^ 
moDlnm  Ltnsnarnm  et  TbeoloKlae  from  some  Froteasor.  Now  I  do  not  knrw  tt 
how  lans  a  tJme  7on  bare  arransed  to  remain  In  tbia  coontrr:  tmt  It  rnm  kaM 
tbls,  70D  coald  at  once  give  notice.  Aa  aoan  as  the  tndlapoaed  bere  hBTe  aonrvW 
Improved,  I  will  gledlr  Invite  yon  to  come  overi  but  If  yon  are  Inclined  to  altial 
tbe  Colleee  eierelsea  bere,  (at  Hardewyck),  then  come,  anyhow,  and  the  aomw. 
the  better.  You  cna  be  accommodated  with  room  and  board  at  ttie  ConfMwT. 
BeteHlCb  concludlDg,  after  grcetlnga  from  me  and  mine.  I  commend  yoa  t*  tk( 
protection  of  the  Moat   High,    and  remalc, 

BIr,   Yoor  obedient  serrant. 

Peter  WjMtaL 

I,  Peter  Manellui,  Uaslatrate,  hereby  declare  even  aa  I  will  «Jw«rs  d«dn« 
that  Ibis  letter  \t  In  one  and  the  aame  hsudwrltlnc  aa  that  other  one,  wbRnC  > 
copy  waa  atteated  by  vrltneaaea,  and  w«<  alao  (utther  atiestcd.  by  me:  ewn  • 
Hr.  Peter  de  Wlndt  baa  awom  to  this  before  me,  vho  ntn  entpowered  (to  pnt  U» 
under  oath). 

Pcler  Marsellos,   Uaclatnte 

(Another  copy  ot  tbli  letter,  witboat  tbla  atatcment  of  Marsellns.  hu  tkt 
following : 

Agreea  with  tbe  Original. 

O.   Dd   Boll,  J.   RItiema,   Chriattas  J 
New  York,  AngaBt  23,  1751.) 
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Correspondence  from  America. 

tev.  Gualterus  Du  Bois  to  the  Classie  of  Amsterdam,  Nov.  2, 

1748.    (Extracts,  xxiii.  115.) 

?o  the  Very  Reverend  Assembly  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam. 

Very  Rev.  Gentlemen,  and  Highly  Esteemed  Brethren: — The  special  distinction 
ind  regard  which  yonr  Rev.  Body  has  shown  me,  by  sending  me,  separately,  a 
noat  affectionate  letter,  one  apart  from  the  general  letter  to  the  ministers  of  the 
foetus,  has  imposed  npon  me  a  double  obligation.  I  mnst  in  return,  send  to  yonr 
ReT.  Body,  this  unpretentious  letter,  as  a  small  token  of  the  gratitude  which  I 
)we  your  Rev.  Body. 

It  Is  certainly  a  peculiar  delight  to  me.  Highly  Rev.  Assembly,  that,  with  per- 
leTerence,  though  amid  great  opposition,  I  have  finally  succeeded,  before  my  death. 
In  seeing  a  Coetus  established,  in  subordination  to  your  Rer.  Assembly.  I  am  also 
gratified  to  learn  from  your  declarations  to  me,  that  your  Hon.  Rer.  Body  Is  well 
pleased  with  my  work.  Would  that,  in  accordance  with  my  yearnings,  which 
constantly  ascend  in  prayers,  the  troubled  state  of  affairs  in  seTcral  congregations 
here,  could  be  changed  Into  conditions  of  peace  and  rest!  Yet  such  Is  the  state  of 
things. 

In  some  congregations,  the  difficulty  lies  quite  as  much  with  the  minister,  as 
with  the  members  of  the  church.  Here,  even  as  in  other  places,  many  earnest 
and  peaceable  ones  are  found;  but  also,  many  quarrelsome  ones,  who  are  at  the 
■nme  time.  Ignorant  In  respect  to  church  matters,  and  like  hirelings,  bent  upon 
hATlng  their  own  will.  This  is  especially  the  case  In  the  country.  Their  one 
Oracle*  still  stands  out  immoveable,  although  he  is  fully  aware  of  the  approbation 
(of  the  Coetus)  by  your  Rev.  Body;  for  your  last  letter  to  the  Coetus  was  read  la 
onr  Consistory-meeting,  he  being  present.  His  only  active  supporter  now  Is  Rev. 
Mandus  of  Kingston,  whose  consistory  together  with  that  of  New  Albany,  being 
unversed  In  Church  Government,  rely  altogether  upon  their  charters.  But  as  te 
Arondeus,  of  Long  Island,  and  Muselius,  of  Tappan,  (lamentable  as  the  fact  is), 
they  each  conduct  themselves  very  badly.  Before  long  a  report  will  be  given 
concerning  them. 

The  Coetus  has.  indeed,  been  brought  into  running  order,  according  to  your 
earnest  advice.  It  will,  doubtless,  yet  be  exposed  to  much  opposition,  and  dis- 
satisfaction and  constant  scorn  will  be  shown  toward  it,  yet  in  vain.  For  It 
must  appear  evident  to  all  intelligent  men,  yea,  it  is  beyond  doubt,  that,  under 
the  favor  of  God,  and  by  the  support  of  your  Rev.  Body,  (which  I  am  sure  will  be 
given),  this  Coetus  will  continue  to  stand.  But  the  sum  of  my  life  will  soon  sink 
below  the  horlson,  and  I  will  not  long  be  able  to  give  my  feeble  support  to  this 
good  work  any  more. 

The  suggestion  of  your  Rev.  Body,  in  regard  to  our  corresponding  with  the 
Coetus  of  Pennsylvania,  (or  exchanging  corresponding  delegates)  was  heartily 
approved.  The  ministers  who  live  In  the  vicinity  of  the  City  of  New  York  seem 
to  be  inclined  In  Its  favor;  especially,  because  such  correspondence,  as  they  admit, 
would  contribute  to  a  better  acquaintance,  both  by  the  Synod  of  South  Holland 
and  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  with  the  manner  In  which  affairs  are  conducted 
In  different  places.  Notwithstanding,  It  was  not  the  Journey,  which  was  easy 
enough  to  make,  that  hindered,  but  the  expenses  that  would  be  entailed  by  it. 
But  as  regards  myself,  my  years  have  become  too  many  to  take  this  burden 
upon  me.  Indeed,  they  have  vanished  as  a  shadow,  in  this  the  land  of  my 
pilgrimage;  yet  with  the  feeble  qualifications  with  which  God  has  graciously 
endowed  me,  I  have  endeavored,  however  Imperfectly,  to  use  for  the  edification  of 
the  Church  of  God  over  here.  By  his  gracious  assistance,  I  am  still  permitted  to 
engage  in  the  service  of  preaching.  LAst  Sabbath,  (having  left  home  on  Saturday 
morning,  to  solemnize  In  tbe  afternoon,  the  marriage  of  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  with  a 
virtuous,  and,  to  him,  altogether  suitable,  young  lady),  I  preached  at  New  Ames- 
foort     In  the  morning  from  Genesis  17:  1,  the  first  part:     '*And  when  Abraham 

^  Domlne  Boel. 
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was  Dlnt^ty  j-earg  old.  and  uloe,   the   Lord  appearpil 

blm.   1  um  the  Almlgbt;   Qod:"   and  In  Ibe  nflernooTi.    from   the   I 

Terse:      "  Wilk    bptore  me    and    be    Ih<iu   perfect."      My    iMLleagae    Ber.   BiOMi 

occnpled  mj  tnrn  In  tbe  clly.     It   waa  Jnat  forlT-nlne  r«ir*  alnce   t  pn»taa<  ■( 

Brat  BernioD.    before  the  CDagregatioii  In   Now    Vork. 

Therefore,  who  knowa  whelber  tbls  ma;  Dot  lie  the  last  letter  irtilch  I  vUtlaw 
the  lionor  to  write  to  your  Iter.  AMembly.  I  aro  now  In  the  nereatr-elihtb  jat 
of  mr  age,  aod  my  ead  la  approaching  with  rapid  stride*.  Uy  [iniTer  to  Got  b 
that  He  would  do  good  In  His  good  pleasure  unto  Zlon.  and  build  tbe  walt«  ef  b 
aplrlluBl  Jerasulem,  both  amoDg  foM,  and  lu  thl«  coautrr.  For  tbe  Dalcb  rban!* 
here  are  graduallj  begluning  to  Isnfulah;  both  on  accoDOt  ol  Iciecn^tl  *lrlb  li 
Mme  of  thorn,  and  bpVHuae  ot  tbe  dlstaate  for  true  piety  in  othera;  and  oM  tm, 
OQ  account  of  the  faet  thiit  tbe  Dutch  longDase  la  gradually,  more  and  mon  bahc 
neglected.  On  this  aeconnt.  lu  tbe  New  York  chnrch.  aeTeral  begin  to  vcak  tf 
calling  a  mlolater.  aftE-r  my  death,  to  preaeh  In  the  Bugllih  lausiuge.  hot  k 
accordance  with  our  mauner  Bad  doctrine. 

In  the  condnBlon  of  ihla.  my  Indlyldnal  letter  to  you.  I  refer  yon  to  my  MUt 
directed  to  your  Rev.  Aa«embly,  In  name  of  tbe  C'oetna.  This  I  will  toT-mi. 
together  with  the  Mlaatea  of  the  Coetna.  With  sincere  pra.yers  to  God  Id  Chrl« 
for  all  (empoTiil  and  heavenly  bleeslngs  on  your  peraooi,  on  tbe  membeti  nt  jua 
fBmlllca,  and  on  your  precious  Guapel-mlulalry.  I  sign  myself,  with  all  dnc  roqwrl 
tor  yoD, 

Very  Ber.  Oentlemen.  and  Ulgbly-Eslecmed  BrethrcD.  Tour  Bers.'  Very  btnaUt 

New  York,   Wednesday  Novemlier  2,  1748.  Oiislteras  Pn  Boll. 

P.  8.  t  had  lulenilcd  to  send  tbla,  by  a  Frleod,  via.  EnglaQd.  but  bare  chasEH 
my  Dilnd. 

CoBBESPONDSnCB  Of  AuEBICA. 

Rev.  G.  Du  BoiB  to  Abram  Lott  and  John  Polhemius,  Xot,  II, 

1748. 
Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

Worthy  Prlenda.  Abram  Lott  aod  John  Polhemius: — Oar  prevloan  propossli  — 
made  to  yon  and  to  yonr  frtenda  od  either  aide,  via.,  to  choose  conjointly  mrTDbcn 
o(  consistory  from  the  entire  church  membership,  by  the  Totes  of  all  those  wte 
bsTe  erer  fllled  the  olBcea  of  Elders  or  IJeacons  —  do  not  aeem  yet  to  hate  galMd 
general  approysl.  We  are  allll  of  the  opinion  that  that  would  hare  been  tbe  most 
ecclealustlCBl  way.  and  the  beat  means  to  cfTect  reunion  —  the  one  thing  whlii  we 
haye  In  mind.      But  finally,   we  make  yet   the  following  proposal,   to  wl(: 

1.  That  all  of  yoD  unitedly,  when  membern  of  eunslslory  shall  have  been  ehoaea. 
and  when  you  are  ready  to  call  a  minister,  shall  write  to  the  ReT.  ClaasU  ol 
Amsterdam  tor  a  mlnlsler. 

2.  That  tbe  members  of  tbe  consistory  sbnll  be  chosen  by  all  those  who  taefMs- 
tore  bare  served  In  tbe  otBccs  of  Elders  or  Deacona;  but  on  the  explicit  cODdlUoD 
that  the  newly  elected  Elders  end  Deacons  declare  In  writing,  that  they,  with  thf 
•ntire  Church,   shall  loin   themnelyea  la  tbe  Cuetus. 

3.  And  llQBlly,  that  those  who  agree  to  tbcae  Articles  shall  ln%-1te  Bey.  Da  Bols, 
or  some  other  minister  In  the  province  of  New  York  whom  they  may  wish,  asd 
who  also  agrees  to  the  abore  Arllclea.  to  choose  with  them,  at  thi'  earlleat  oppor- 
tunity, members  of  the  conalatory  In  the  way  mentioned.  If  this  laat  prf^KHlHoa 
meet  wUh  your  approval,  then  be  pleased  to  Inform  Rev.  I>u  Bols  of  It.  If  y»« 
think  proper.  By  tbe  goodness  uf  Ood.  be  will,  at  the  earliest  opportantiy.  nuke 
It  conrenlent  to  attend  to  the  matter.     With  hearty  greetings,   he  remalna. 

In  the  name  nf  all. 

New  Tork,  Ntn.  Htb.  ntt.  ti.v™.-*,*«- 
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Statement  of  Abram  Lott  and  others  as  to  certain  terms  of 
fnion  between  the  Adherents  of  Eevs.  Arondeus  and  Van  Sin- 
erin;  1748? 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

In  aniwer  to  the  letter  of  the  Committee  aboot  the  choosing  of  a  Consistory 
iccordlni^  to  the  First  Article,  dated  Oct.  24th,  1748,  Abram  Lott,  Claas  Lettlnge 
lad  Joost  Dnrye  would  state;  that,  In  accordance  with  the  contents  of  that  letter, 
liejr  are  willing  to  Join  with  the  other  party  In  choosing  a  Consistory,  proTlded 
'he  other  party  also  preTlously  nominate  some  of  their  own  number,  who^  In  the 
lame  of  them  all,  shall  promise  In  writing  to  join  the  Coetus,  and  as  one  united 
2hiirch,  with  us,  keep  themselves  In  union  with  the  Coetus. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Consistory  of  the  Church  of  Newtown,  L.  I.,  to  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam,  Dec.  9,  1748.  (Extracts,  xxiii.  126.)  (Anti- 
Coetus). 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i. 

Most    Venerable    Classis    of    Amsterdam,    Highly    Esteemed    Sirs,    Fathers    and 
Brethren  In  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ:— 

Tour  highly  esteemed  letter  of  the  9th  of  January,  1747,  to  the  elders,  deacons 
and  also  to  the  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  In  Queens  County,  was  received 
In  the  month  of  May  1748.  In  obedient  submission  to  Its  requirements,  It  was 
publicly  read  at  Newtown,  one  of  the  four  congregations  of  Queens  County.  We 
also  professed  our  readiness  to  mutual  union  and  peace;  and  also  to  the  ordination 
of  Rev.  Goetsehlus  when  called  to  another  congregation;  and  to  do  all  this,  as  far 
as  we  can,  with  good  conscience,  wishing,  however,  with  your  Reverences,  for  his 
better  behavior. 

And  since  your  Reverences  also  give  us  counsel,  that  the  whole  congregation, 
and  the  sooner  the  better,  should  be  pleased  to  take  care  that  a  lawful  consistory 
be  chosen;  therefore,  all  the  men,  who  are  members  at  Newtown,  held  for  that 
purpose  a  meeting  on  the  3l8t  of  July,  1748,  after  the  settling  of  our  necessary 
farming  interests.  Then,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  we  resolved,  and  requested  In 
writing,  that  the  Rev.  Boel,  pastor  at  New  York,  should  assist  us  in  the  election, 
according  to  your  highly-revered  ecclesiastical  order;  and  this,  even  those  who 
differed  from  us,  declared  legal.  When  the  day  of  his  Rev's,  coming  was  fixed, 
the  fact  was  duly  communicated  to  all  the  men  who  were  members  at  Newtown, 
with  the  reiterated  and  kind  request,  to  assemble  together,  and  further  determine, 
in  brotherly  union,  all  that  was  needed;  and  to  come  to  an  agreement  according 
to  Bonnd  reason;  and  for  this  purpose,  to  speak  in  Christian  liberty  with  Rev. 
Boel,  etc. 

The  dissatisfied  refused  this;  but  most  of  our  members  met,  notwithstanding,  on 
the  16th  of  August  1748,  at  Newtown,  with  Rev.  Boel,  mourning  that  the  others, 
according  to  the  refusal,  staid  away;  and  we,  therefore,  waited  for  them  in  vain. 

Therefore  those  who  had  assembled  for  firmer  union  and  concord,  and  in  oppo- 
sition to  all  new  quarrels,  unitedly  decided  as  follows: 

That,  even  as  we  allow  liberty  to  those  of  a  different  mind,  so  we  equally  stand 
for  our  own,  in  order  to  keep  ourselves  immediately  subordinated  to  the  Highly 
Reverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  as  has  always  been  the  case  with  our  congrega* 
tlons  heretofore,  and  which  has  always  been  found  good.  As  also,  Article  7,  for 
the  eatabltBhmeDt  ot  a   CoetuB,    written  In  thVs  conntty   an^  tL'^^to^^  \^1  I^^'q.t 
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Revs.,  says:  "  That  each  congregation  shall  retain  its  own  freedom  li  Uk 
administration  of  its  affairs  '*  in  distinction  from  congregations  belongtBg  t»  thi 
Coetus.     (!?)     [But  see  Apr.  27,  1738,  Art.  7.] 

And  inasmuch  as  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  In  this  coantry  mnit  theimelici 
bear  all  their  own  church-expenses.  It  Is  only  fair  that  all  onr  chnrcli  Rnna, 
under  whosesoever  administration,  should  henceforth  be  expended  In  such  a  vij 
as  to  cover  all  said  church  expenses;  In  order  that  thus,  eTerythIng  may  be  iitli- 
factorlly  adjusted;  and  every  one,  who,  from  time  to  time,  mmy  be  elected  tarn 
among  us,  to  any  ecclesiastical  office,  shall  be  obliged  to  bI|^  this  plan,  before  Ui 
installation;  and  If  he  refuses,  another  shall  be  elected  in  tils  stead,  etc 

After  all  those  who  were  present  had  unanimously  agreed  to  this,  they  it- 
quested  Rev.  Boel  now  to  allow  them,  according  to  the  admonitions  of  your  Ben. 
to  choose  a  lawful  consistory;  and  subsequently,  when  this  had  been  done  hj  iB 
the  members  present,  and  had  been  unanimously  approved,  that  he  staoold  prcteft 
a  sermon,  and  then  announce  the  newly  elected  elders  and  deacons  hi  this  eaa- 
.gregation;  and  finally  to  Install  them.  Accordingly  the  election  was  held,  tftir 
calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord;  and  subsequently  also  the  Installatloo  took  place, 
on  the  said  16th  of  August  1748.  We  all  unanimously  resolTed.  and  mutaaOr 
bound  ourselves,  henceforth  to  admit  among  us,  no  one  to  the  holy  ministry,  oilca 
he  can  produce  satisfactory  testimonials  of  his  legal  rights  thereto,  and  that  he 
will  conduct  himself  according  to  the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  Kadosti 
Synod  at  Dordrecht,  held  in  the  year  1618  and  1619.  All  this  was  done  that  w 
may  keep  Inviolate  this  pure  doctrine  and  religion,  and  may  watch  against  aO 
encroachments  against,  and  violations  of  the  same,  in  order  that  we  may  aeTcr 
again  be  deceived,  as  we  have  been  in  so  lamentable  a  way. 

All  this  was  subscribed  to  by  the  members  present,  who  numbered  sixteei. 
while  those  who  kept  separate  numbered  in  all  eight.  As  far  as  we  can  find  oft 
they  stayed  away  either  because  they  want  to  have  another  minister  to  went 
them;  or,  simply  under  pretence  that  Rev.  Boel  had  written  to  the  Rev.  Oamki 
to  the  disadvantage  of  Rev.  Goetschlus,  and  because  they  are  still  inclined  toward 
him;  or,  because  they  think  all  ought  to  belong  to  the  Coetus;  or  because  tbitj 
think  an  equal  number  from  each  side  ought  to  belong  to  the  consistory,  as  If  ve 
should  still  consider  ourselves  two  parties,  after  the  letter  of  jour  Revereaees. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  requested  all  to  come  together,  that  thus  the  electkya 
might  be  made  by  the  entire  body;  and  also,  that  if  any  one  should  bring  up  my 
lawful  objection  against  any  of  those  elected,  we  might  elect  another  one.  For  ^^ 
wished  that  everything  should  be  done  unanimously  and  blamelessly,  according  to 
Church  Order;  or,  If  they  wanted  to  have  the  election  by  lot,  (to  say  so):  for  wp 
know  this  is  a  true  way  when  there  is  no  other.  Alas!  that  they  should  aar 
longer  adopt  other  counsels  to  hinder  the  general  union  of  us  all! 

Thus  have  we  endeavored  at  Newtown,  one  of  the  four  congregations  of  Qoeeo* 
County,  to  make  a  beginning.  We  hoped  that,  with  God's  blessing,  this  niiglit 
serve  as  an  example  for  the  other  three  congregations;  that  according  to  tlk» 
admonition  and  prayer  of  your  Revs,  it  might  be  the  means,  by  which  all  four 
congregations,  with  united  efTorts  and  earnest  prayers  to  God,  might  seek,  as  8(k>3 
as  possible,  for  another  shepherd  and  teacher,  and  find  one  who  should  be  of  thr- 
beat,  very  pious  and  peaceable,  etc.  and  that  this  should  be  done.  If  pos5lbk. 
unanimously.  And  we  had  hoped  that  to  this  end,  when  the  four  eon^regatloas 
should  have  given  their  consent,  that  we  unitedly  might  send  to  you  a  *'  Power 
to  call  such  a  minister  for  us  all,  as  should  seem  most  suitable  and  wise.  For  w? 
are  in  favor  of  union;  and  such  a  minister,  being  outside  of  all  parties,  could  serre 
among  us  for  the  furtherance  of  unlou,  and  to  better  edification,  for  which  we  ai^ 
all  yearuiug.  if  the  Lord  should  be  pleased  to  bless  his  labors. 

Furthermore,  Rev.  Boel  was  requested  to  come  among  us  to  administer  tbe 
Lord's  Supper,  for  which  we  have  for  a  long  time  been  very  desirous.  Ani  we  tt^ 
undersigned  elders,  according  to  the  custom  in  this  country,  when  there  is  liick  of 
a  regular  minister,  extended  the  exhortation  and  invitation  to  the  Supper  to  ilII 
our  members.    Also  of  Rev.  Boel,  we  kindly  requested  anew,  all  tte 

male  members  whc  HI,  to  meet  with  us  at  a  certain  time  In  the 

presence  ol  lXe\.  ••  then  lay  before  them  all    that   had  been 

already  agreed  tc  *^sso^  \^  ^'ks^  ^'^^  Ksssscfe.  m*«%l  "^^ijtther  we 

could  not  meet  ev  ^^"^^  ^^"^  ^^'^^  '^^^k^  v^^5i^>v^^x  xs^  ^^^ 
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:lnd  agreement,  and  thus  celebrate  the  Lord's  Snpper,  as  brethren  and  sisters  in 
Jie  Lord.  Tea,  Rev.  Boel  eren  offered  to  visit  them  at  their  houses  in  order  that 
ire  might  unanimously  co-operate  for  the  furtherance  of  unitj  in  the  other  three 
congregations;  so  that,  if  at  all  possible,  all  might  become  again  completely  one. 

This  was  considered  the  more  desirable,  because  there  is  anxiety  among  the 
thoughtful  ones  of  our  congregation  as  to  the  validity  of  the  baptisms  formerly 
administered  by  Rev.  Goetschins.  There  Is  also  sorrow  as  to  the  letters  of  your 
Reverences,  which  recognise  him  only  as  a  candidate,  etc.;  as  well  as  the  informa 
tlon  on  this  subject,  received  by  us  from  Rev.  Meinema,  before  this  second  visit 
to  na  of  Rev.  Boel.  But  all  our  requests  were  flatly  refused  by  them,  to  the 
sreat  grief  of  ourselves  and  Rev.  Boel. 

Therefore,  in  the  presence  of  Rev.  Boel,  we  gave  an  account  of  our  family- 
viaftation.  After  calm  deliberation,  we  had  decided,  in  conjunction  with  the  other 
l>rethren,  the  deficons,  to  request  Rev.  Boel  to  make  the  following  announcement 
in  our  name,  to  the  congregation: 

**  Tliat  matters  appeared  thus  to  the  Consistory  of  Newtown;  that  the  Reverend 
Claasla  of  Amsterdam  had  written  (June  G,  1746)  to  the  Oonsistory  of  Kingstown, 
that  the  anxiety  among  those  of  tender  consciences  of  the  congregations,  as  to  the 
lawfulness  or  unlawfulness  of  the  Holy  Baptism,  administered  by  the  Rev.  Freyen- 
mnth,  at  Kingston,  before  Ills  ordination  (Dec.  1744),  was  not  unfounded;  that  the 
Rev.  Claasla  had  taken  this  matter  into  calm  and  religious  consideration,  and  had 
t>een  unable  and  unwilling  to  come  to  any  other  decision,  (In  accordance  with  the 
Word  of  God  and  our  own  "  Formulas  of  Unity  **),  than  to  declare  the  baptisms 
of  Rev.  Fryenmuth  unlawful ;  inasmuch  as  they  were  administered  before  even  an 
installation,  and  not  by  a  lawfully  called  and  ordained  minister,  but  by  a  private 
person.  Therefore  these  children  have  to  be  considered  as  not  having  received 
this  holy  sacrament;  and  this  must  yet  be  administered  to  them  in  a  godly 
manner,  and  the  sooner  the  better.'* 

"  From  which  precedent,  it  is  now  our  decision,  that  inasmuch  as  the  case  of 
domine  Goetschius  is  entirely  parallel,  he  not  having  been  heretofore  a  lawfully 
called  and  ordained  minister  any  more  than  Rev.  Fryenmuth;  consequently,  the 
Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  declares  unlawfully  also  the  baptisms  administered  by 
Rev.  Goetschius." 

'*  Therefore  the  anxious  members  of  our  congregation  must  kindly  receive  thiSi 
our  early  announcement,  and  adapt  themselves  to  it  accordingly,  for  their  owB 
peace,  as  well  as  the  welfare  of  their  children.  For  they  can  in  no  wise  be 
recognized  as  in  the  Covenant  of  God's  Grace  by  an  unlawful  rite,  but  only  by  a 
lawful  administration  of  Holy  Baptism,  done  by  a  lawfully  called  and  regularly 
ordained  minister.  Thus  only  are  they  incorporated  in  the  Christian  Church,  and* 
made  distinct  from  the  children  of  unbelievers.  Therefore  those  who  desire  to 
have  Holy  Baptism  thus  administered  to  their  children,  will  please  appear  before 
the  pulpit  and  listen  to  the  Form  thereof  In  order  to  answer  to  the  same." 

Subsequently,  Rev.  Boel  also  administered  the  rite  of  Holy  Baptism  to  the 
children  of  such  parents  as  desired  it. 

Later  on  we  were  further  strengthened  In  the  just  foundation  of  our  decision 
thus  announced,  and  in  the  execution  of  It,  (all  of  which  was  accomplished 
decently  and  In  good  order),  by  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mandus,  of  Kingstown. 
In  this  he  declared  that  his  Rev.  has  also  administered  baptism  to  some  children 
who  had  been  baptized  by  Rev.  Freyenmuth,  at  Rochester,  (Ulster  Co.)  before  his 
ordination.  Yet  Manclus  received  from  no  one,  on  that  account,  the  name  of 
"Anabaptist  ",  as  some  now  call  Rev.  Boel.  And  those  who  thus  talk.  It  least 
behooves  to  do  so,  as  they  had  the  best  opportunities  to  talk  on  this  subject 
before,  even  to  Rev.  Boel  himself.  To  this,  others  respond,  that  we  may  truly 
call  the  members  of  the  Coetus  Re-ordalners,  (Repromotors),  for  whereto  serves 
this  last  ordination,  (promotion).  If  the  former  was  already  lawful? 

But  there  is  still  another  matter  of  anxiety  among  the  very  conscientious  among 
«8  which  Is  this:  Whether  those  who  were  married  by  Rev.  Goetschius  before  his 
ordination,  may  be  considered  lawfully  married;  for  the  ceremony  was  performed 
by  one  who  can  only  be  considered  a  private  person;  and  what  are  such  persons 
to  do?    Rev.  Boel  acknowledged  that  he  could  not  give  an  opinion  on  that  point. 
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Wberefare  we  bsve  Kaolved  reipecttnllr  to  request  roar  Bevt.  to  be  ylmit  %  1 
foTor  UB  vltb  Ibi?  (IcclaloD  ot  CIbhIb  an  tlilB  point.  lor  tlie  Temoral  at  au\  uakQ.    1 
WIcb  all  due  E''>tltude.  we  ackDowledge  yaur  Heva.   paternal  <are  lor  Ht  tn-    ' 
rreEalloD.     Mny  all  tbis  wrrc  for  a  BObmtaslTe  answer  to  the  letter  at  yon  Bhl', 
and  aa  im  eiplanallon  ol  what  bas  thai  tar  been  ai^comptlslied  amaac  u.    Ho*. 
while  we  piaj  the  God  of  Peace  tbat  onr  uoceaslDg  elTorts  wllli  tboae  wta  In* 
sepsraleil  from  ua,   mnj.   by  the  Grace  ot  Ood.   at  some  time.  produ«  iht  n^ 
hoped  for.  eren  u  it?neral  OQlon:  and  we  may  hope  for  this  all  Ibe  mote,  iMMal 
OS    Bev.    GoE'tai-hluB    has    at    length    been    ordaloed    and    tnatalled    aa  mlalata  ■ 
Hackeaaai^lt.   by  tboae  gentleoiea  ot  the   Coelai,   to  whose   party.   Ihoie  *feo  Im 
aeparaled  themielvea  from  ub  declare  that  they   will  remain   attai-bed.     Biramt; 
we  CODSOle  oumelTea  Ibst  our  actions  are  more  and   mor«   approved  bf  aO  tk^ 
wbo  Indge   rlehlly. 

We  also  expect  a  favorable  reception  to  our  miaslTe.  and  fuijher  pstetial  aM 
from  your  Beva.  To  (bis  end.  as  well  as  for  the  wellire  ul  the  church**  >t  <b 
Falberland  inuy  Ihe  rich  blesalDE  of  the  Lord  <''<ntltiuol!y  rest  npoa  xaar  kMi? 
and  holy  dullea,  npon  yoor  own  dear  persona,  and  your  beloved  fainitlca.  to  Icacri 
of  days.  And  may  you  reeeire  hereafter  tbe  full  reward  of  gtace.  erea  ewcat! 
life.     Amen, 

Wo  remaiu  irllh  all  due  respect  and  reverence,  Itev.  aeatlemen,  Fathrsi  ot 
Uretbren  In  Christ, 

Sour  graceful  and  obedient  servant  In  tbe  I^rd. 

Tbe  CoBSlaiory  of  tbe  Dnlcb  Ketonned   Cbarcb    at  Newtoisa. 
Deacons.  BIdera.  ^^m 

Hendrkk  Brinkerboff  Proctor  Loyater  ^H 

David  Sprlogsteeo  Tenola  Brlnkerbolt        ^^B 

Abrsham  Rapalje  Jan   WycJiof  ■ 

JeronlmuB   Remaen  Daniel  Rapalje 

For  further  evidence  of  the  tmth  ot  What  IQ  thia  letter  ta  testlBed  aMiit  bf. 
by  tbe  Brelbrcn  Dbovenamed,  I  bars  at  tbelr  request  alao  algned  It,  at  .lew  $Ht 
in  tbe  month  ot  Jannary,  Anno  ITtf. 

□enttcni  B«I. 
Newtown,  tbe  Htb  ot  December.   Anno  IT18. 

teformed  Classical  Aaaemhly,  at 
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Eev.  John  Kitzema  to  Abram  Lott,  Dec.  16,  1648.     Portfolio 

"  New  Tork  ",  Vol.  ii. 
Addressed:    Ur.  Abraham  Lolt.  Elder  at  Jamalcs.  on  Lode  laland. 

Worlby  Friends:  Tbat  our  abandoned  friends  may  not  be  tbe  object  of  deililoo 
among  their  oppobenta,  we  feel  oorselvea  compelled,  as  we  wish  ootblng  else  this 
to  bring  altout.  In  an  honorable  way.  tbe  union  wblrh  at  present  seem*  Impossible, 
to  aiBlat  you  na  beat  we  can.  The  sborteat  way.  we  tblnk.  li.  for  you  to  cbooat 
from  anioni  yonrHclvea,  nome  of  tboae  who  have  prerlooaly  served  In  the  Cob- 
Slatory.  Let  this  be  done  at  Jamaica  on  the  Uouday  alter  Chrlatmaa:  and.  Id  cbsf 
those  of  Newton  tall  in  with  It.  let  the  same  be  done  there  on  Tneaday.  I.  the 
nnderalgned,  offer  my  services  to  preach  tor  you  at  that  time,  and  to  asalst  yon  li 
the  election.  If  Ibis  be  your  pleasure,  let  me  know  of  It,  and  provide  me  with  i 
food  boTse,  or  a  cbalae,  at  the  terry  In  the  moroloK  of  tbe  30tb  Inat.  This  It  tci 
your  lotormnllou.  and  according  to  our  sense  ot  duty,  and  Is  by  the  authority  «f 
the  Committee  of  the  New  York  Circuit,  (Ring.)    Your  obedient  lerTant. 

John  Bitseuu. 
Hew  York,  Dec,  iftth.  VVi. 
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Classis  of  Amstebdam. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies.     (Dec.  1749)? 

\.  letter  from  Rev.  Ritzema,  minister  at  New  York,  dated  Au- 
gust 20,  1748.  To  this  is  added  a  copy  of  the  Acta  of  the  Con- 
sistory of  August  20,  1747,  regarding  the  baptism  of  children 
at  home. 

This  letter  contains  In  substance: 

1.  An  expression  of  thanks,  for  our  reply  of  April  0,  1747  to  a  letter  from  him 
and  hla  colleague  du  Bols,  sent  to  us  September  25,  1746,  regarding  the  growing 
(Ifeerende)  congregation  of  Rhlnebeck,  and  Its  request  on  behalf  of  the  student 
John  Leydt;  with  the  added  declaration,  that  in  eyery thing  they  shall  act  in 
accordance  with  the  Netherland  Church-Order;  or  else,  (if  necessary),  seek  the 
adTlce  of  Classis  as  In  this  case. 

2.  A  statement  that  at  the  Coetus  last  held,  the  students  Benjamin  ran  der 
Linde  and  John  Leydt  were  examined  In  the  languages  and  Sacred  Theology,  and 
were  admitted  to  licensure.  The  permission  from  the  Classis  to  do  this  had 
arrived  just  three  days  preriously.  All  this  may  be  further  seen  from  the  Acta 
of  the  Coetus  held  soon  thereafter.' 

8.  A  complaint  that,  after  all,  they  could  not  send  Proponent  Leydt  to  the 
charch  which  had  wanted  him,  for  that  church  had  become  displeased  with  hlm« 
because  he,  while  still  a  student,  had  preached  there  for  some  time,  but  had  now 
ceased  doing  so,  by  advice  of  the  Coetus  of  September  7,  1747.  Since  that  time 
he  bad  only  catediised.  Their  displeasure  remained  persistent,  in  spite  of  all 
friendly  admonitions,  and  they  had  repudiated  all  the  pledges  made.  Furthermore, 
Rer.  Mancius  had  refused  to  let  the  said  Proponent,  although  he  had  been  law- 
fally  ordained,  preach  In  a  little  Tillage  where  he  administered  the  Holy  Supper 
three  or  four  times  a  year.  The  people  of  Raritan,  however,  where  there  are  four 
or  five  villages,  having  heard  him  preach  with  pleasure;  and  two  of  those  villages 
(New  Brunswick  and  Six  Mile  Run)  had  amicably  and  with  good  feeling,  sepa- 
rated from  the  others,  (Raritan,  Harlingen  and  Readlngton)  and  had  called  him. 

4.  Moreover  he  (Ritxema)  is  well  satisfied,  and  expresses  his  thanks  for  the 
reply  to  his  private  letter;  he  will  abide  by  the  decision  of  Classis  regarding 
(John  H.)  Goetschlus. 

5.  Finally:  he  complains  of  that  which  Classis  had  Indirectly  heard  about  him, 
as  if  he  were  an  Introducer  of  novelties,  by  introducing  the  baptism  of  children  at 
their  home  in  case  of  necessity.  He  declares  that  this  was  not  his  independent 
act,  but  was  a  resolution  of  the  New  York  Ck>nsistory.  He  adduces  In  proof  of 
this  a  copy  of  their  Acta,  of  August  20,  1747.    He  concludes  with  salutations. 

This  copy  aforesaid,  written  and  signed  by  Rev.  du  Bois  as  President,  states 
that  'on  August  20,  1747,  was  read  a  paper  by  Rev.  Ritsema,  dated  August  17, 
1747,  containing  a  proposition  to  change  a  provisional  permission  to  baptize  sick 
children  at  home,  into  a  formal  resolution.  This  proposition  embraced  several 
arguments  bearing  upon  the  matter: 

1.  The  beseeming  necessity  of  the  baptism  of  children. 

2.  That  the  place  for  its  admlaistratlon  is  not  determined  in  God's  Word. 

&  That  the  Synod  of  Dort,  In  the  Post-Acta,  session  175,  at  the  end,  gives  per- 
mission  for  a  private  (lit.  secret)  baptism  at  the  judgement  and  discretion  of  the 
Consistories. 

4.  The  temperament  of  their  congregation:  some  of  them,  from  simplicity,  can- 
not endure  the  thought  that  baptism  should  be  refused  to  children  In  danger  of 
dying;  and  therefore  they  allow  them  to  be  baptised  by  others. 

6.  The  English  (Episcopal)  Churches  in  that  country,  as  well  as  the  Presbyterian, 
do  this  without  scruple. 
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preached  on  Sundays  a  sort  of  sermon  to  the  soldiers,  whereat  he  li  wly  |»| 
ml t ted  to   read  a  sermon  from  a  Reformed   book.      This  was  forblMem:  al  k 
would  be  asked  further,  through  the  Governor,   that   he  be  at  once  ttoppcd,  al 
that  report  be  made  thereof  to  the  Consistorj  of  Paramaribo. 

Signed, 

Lambertus   de   Ronde,  PresUoL 
J.   H.   Bennella.  Clerk. 
Suriname, 

September,  20,  1748.  ixUL  lOMAi 

•   Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies.     1748  (Dec?) 

Letter  was  received  from  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  dated  Albany,  Aug.  15,  Si 
O.  S.  In  this  he  mentions  that  Samuel  Verbryck,  a  youth  of  good  family  tka 
has  studied  more  than  seven  years  under  Brickson,  Dorslna,  Goetjchln,  ul  i 
certain  English  minister;  and  now  for  another  year  ander  hint.  He  has  a  tkaA 
certificate  from  liaritan,  having  been  u  communicant  for  some  time  almdy.  B 
Is  sound  in  the  faith,  of  edifying  walk  and  acquainted  with  the  langvageL  Btki 
pursued  his  studies  in  Philosophy,  Theology,  and  Meth.  Condon,  under  his,  a 
has  progressed  so  far,  that  he  could  be  examined  even  In  Holland  with  pnlR.cs 

Wherefore,  being  in  communication  with  the  Coetus  he  asks  the  priTik«f«.  ; 
rather  demands  it  of  examining  ttUs  young  man,  on  account  of  his  abUltj.  a 
because  the  same  was  recently  accorded  to  Van  der  Linden  and  Leydt  tad  u 
because  many  places  there  are  vacant,  which  cannot  obtain  a  mlnlsur  fn 
Holland.  Yea,  the  refusal,  it  is  said,  might  give  much  dlssatlsfactloD  \htn  fc 
erally,  and  discourage  others  who  are  still  studying.  Some  of  these  t:«  ^ 
him.  For  this  reason  he  recommends  this  matter  earnestly,  but,  nerertteLa 
leaves  it  to  the  wisdom  of  Classis,  as  the  young  man  will  remain  with  bin  n: 
the  next  Spring.    He  concludes  in  the  customary  way.     xxli.  108. 

The  Lutherans  at  JS^ewburoh,  N.  Y.,  1749. 

Lltra.  D.  Our  Trustee  Zacharlas  Hoffman  being  deceased  174-L  The  3rd 
June  on  a  Saturday  Birgert  Mynders,  then  living  upon  the  two  thoonsd  cv 
hundred  and  ninety  acres  was  chosen  in  Zacharlas  Hofmans  Place,  acd  T:% 
Wygaud  upon  new  confirmed,  which  was  done  In  the  Church  there.  Xoae  o!  ^ 
English  and  Dutch  new  Inhabitants  of  other  Confessions  appearing,  although  ti 
were  knowing  of  our  Election. 

Anno  1747  the  2nd  of  July,  the  now  being  Inhabitants,  assembling.  iU\  tltc:  \ 
their  own  Authority,  in  the  Absence  of  the  Minister,  Mr.  Alexander  Coldlnt  Zs{ 
and  Richart  Albcrtsou  for  their  Trustees,  taking  possession  of  the  Tenants  lo^  < 
the  Church  —  Our  Minister  coming  there,  did  preache  the  12th  of  Jnly  ir  i 
Church  without  speaking  with  the  new  Trustees. 

Hearing  that  they  would  make  use  of  our  Church,  with  Force,  our  Miii< 
did  write  to  Mr.  Colding  &,  Mr.  Albertson.  to  know  by  what  Authority  thej  ^ 
proceeded  In  the  manner,  with  Protest  against  their  Doings. 

Sunday  the  19th  July  the  Church  was  full  of  People,  taken  out  of  the  Cccr^ 
from  both  sides  of  the  River.  Some  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  some  with  nmr^ 
sticks  were  there  in  the  Church,  in  Presence  of  the  Bngllsh  Minister  Mr.  Wi 
kings,  the  English  Minister,  which  was  come  to  preach  there  the  fir«t  time  'J 
same  Sunday.  Our  Minister  after  oral  &  publlck  Protest  at  the  Door  of  n 
Church  went  into  a  private  house  upon  the  Glebe  to  do  Divine  Worship  for  il 
Lutherans. 

In  the  year  1748  ye  2nd  of  July,  our  Minister  was  [directed]  by  Mr.  AlbertS'>: 
ask  if  they  have  received  Authority  for  their  pretended    Po8se8iik>n.  and  «Ii^  > 
Mr.  CQ\d\iif^«  too,  xi\)on  their  Negative,  he  did  protest  again,   and  preached  b  t' 
Church,  Ih^  ^t^  ol  ^^\l\  '^XAsJsi  'Vkt.  K^aKt^.«n<Dk  ^ii  oooaent^   becaoae  the  Ea|ti 
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The  third  absent  member  was  A.  Thomas.     At  the  calling  of  his   name, 

ihvkm  PoUt  declared,  that  he  was  very  much  surprised  that  this  man  was 

as  a  member  of  this  Assembly;  Inasmuch  as  he  knew  that  from  a  higher 

»,  (hand)  the  Rev.  President  had  been  warned  (dutareert)  that  they  should 

^   "hold  session  with  him.    This  gave  occasion  to  Rer.  du  Voisin  to  ask  seyeral 

Pifttlons.     The  answer  of  the  Hon.   Mr.   Commissioner,   Fromer,   to  thene.  was, 

^%  they  could  not  hold  session  with  that  man,  because  he  was  in  his  process 

^emtv  (?),  and  they  were  his  Judges,  etc.    After  much  debate  whether  the  Rev. 

^itddent  had  called  this  elder  A.  Thomas,  or  not,  and  If  so,  why  he  had  done  it, 

'Wms  Judged  by  the  Assembly,  per  plura,  that  he  could  not  haye  done  otherwise 

Ciept  by  the  consent  of  the  entire  Assembly.    Thereupon  the  matter  was  debated 

^   the  merits  of  the  question?  (ter  prindpalen),  on  the  demand  of  the  Political 

^vninlasioners.     See  Appendices  No.  4  and  No.  5.     Rev.  du  Voisin  then  brought 

^ward  a  very  tedious  exposition,  in  French,  In  which  he  examined  the  arguments 

talnat  the  sitting  of  A.  Thomas,  which  were  four  in  number,  as  follows: 

fa>  That  he  was  a  party  in  a  criminal  suit. 

tb)  That  he  had  been  suspended  from  his  post  as  a  burgher  captain. 
|e)  That  his  judges  could  not  hold  a  session  there  with  him. 
(d)  That,  on  this  account,  he  had  already  yoluntarlly  absented  himself  from  a 
tnerml   meeting  of  the  Consistory.     In  his  opinion   he  had   now  refuted  these 
rg^xnents.    See  No.  6. 

Tltereupon  it  was  resolyed,  per  plura,  that  A.  Thomas  could  hold  a  sitting  there, 
this,  the  Revs,  de  Ronde,  Yyer  and  Vleyra  protested.     See  No.  7.     Here- 
the  Political  Commissioners  took  the  matter  in  charge,   In  order  to  report 
t,  mud  the  meeting  adjourned  to  February  16. 

Tlie  meeting  haying  been  resumed  on  the  16th,  the  Political  Commissioners 
leclarcd  that  they  took  pleasure  In  the  yoluntary  absence  of  A  Thomas:  See 
lo.  9;  but  that  they,  and  especially  the  Lord  Ooyernor,  were  much  disturbed  oyer 
fte  words  in  the  declaration  of  A.  Thomas,  as  to  threats  by  the  Lord  (4overnor, 
vllleh  he  did  not  fear.  They  demanded  the  erasing  of  those  words,  with  the 
IsnlAl  that  any  threats  were  employed,  and  a  declaration  to  that  effect.  This 
Jie  Assembly,  howeyer.  could  not  grant,  as  being  beyond  its  power;  but  it  re- 
lOlTed  to  request  A.  Thomas  to  do  so,  through  a  committee,  and  to  indicate  (In- 
Itceeren)  the  same.  Thereupon  after  a  little  more  haggling,  this  afTair  was 
^rtially  settled. 

III.  Moreoyer,  the  following  Acts  merit  our  attention,  as  found  under  certain 
Articles: 

1.  Arts.  18  and  20  state  that  ail  mjirrlages,  hereafter.  In  the  colony,  would  have 
to  be  performed  before  certain  Commissioners  of  the  Directors.  Against  this 
there  was  drawn  up  a  modest  remonstrance  by  the  Conyentus,  In  which  it  waji 
asked  that  this  might  be  done  according  to  ancient  custom,  or  at  least  in  the 
inresence  of  two  persons  of  the  Faith.    Of  this  there  Is  a  copy;  See  No.  11. 

2.  Arts.  26  and  27  state  that  the  affairs  of  Rey.  Hoeyenberg  and  Liege  may 
remain  ex  actls;  also  In  reference  to  Art.  33,  as  to  the  Plan  for  the  Instruction  of 
the  Negroes,  they  yet  await  our  obseryatlons  thereon.  These  are  to  be  recelyed 
h.  t.  but  subsequently. 

S.  Art.  39.  A  memorial  was  Introduced  by  Rey.  du  Voisin.  containing  some  com> 
plaints  of  the  Consistory  of  Parimaribo.  but  they  are  not  recorded  In  the  Acta. 
Ber.  de  Ronde  declared  that  It  contained  several  untruths,  but  that  du  Voisin 
could  send  them  to  the  Classls.  Rey.  Vieira  answered  this.  See  No.  12.  From 
this  it  appears  that  this  memorial  must  have  contained  a  query,  whether  the 
French  or  the  Dutch  language  should  be  the  prevailing  one,  as  well  as  some  com- 
plaints of  Rey.  de  Ronde. 

4.  Art.  40,  makes  mention  of  still  another  memorial  of  Rey.  du  Voisin,  No.  18, 
-which  is  very  lengthy.  The  first  part  seems  to  touch  upon  the  case  of  A:  Thomas, 
as  well  as  the  declaration  of  the  Political  Commissioners,  whether  that  was  to  be 
looked  upon  as  '*  law  '*  or  only  as  **  advice  ".  The  second  part  Is  a  question 
whether  a  minister  may  conscientiously  give  a  certificate  to  a  member,  who  has 
during  an  entire  year  neglected  to  attend  communion.  He  was  In  favor  of  the 
negative.  It  was  resolved  to  leave  this  to  the  conscience  of  the  minister,  and  to 
ask  the  advice  of  Classls  on  both  these  points. 

5.  Art.   42,   states   that   one  Hegeman,   a  siekentrooster  at   the   New   Fortress, 
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agreement  t^'itb  numerous  eminent  divines,  In  connection  with  whom  I  do  aa(  !^ 
fcard  myself  worthy  to  be  mentioned.  This  was  seized  upon  by  ihc  ^eoreurr  ^ 
the  lying  spirit,  in  the  so-called  '*  complaints/'  as  one  of  our  heresies,  as  our  boi- 
ored  defender  hiis  learnedly  shown  in  his  dialogue,  written  by  hliii  In  rct-lj.  Vjt 
second  book  of  our  dear  brother,  denominated  *'  Experimental  Dlvinl:y."  h  Im 
also  of  much  use  to  stop  the  mouths  of  those,  of  whom  gowned  personi^e*  ly 
the  chief,  who  represent  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  lu  the  pious  as  fa&itidsa 
and  enthusiasm.  Our  new  Erastians,  that  is,  ministers  who  have  arisen  la  t&e 
Ueformed  churches,  teaching  that  unconverted  persons  have  a  right  to  the  Lsrdi 
supper,  are  likewise  refuted  in  il.    (See  pp.  448,  4C0.) 

Our  opponents  were  brought  to  silence:  but  upon  Loug  Island  has  arlKS  i 
Qoliath,  wlio,  in  his  recklessnesH.  seeks  to  Infuse  Into  every  one  the  idea  so  ifn*- 
able  to  the  flesh,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  unconverted  to  partake  of  It  as  i  n^aa 
of  grace.  Although  this  Diotrephes  prates  against  us  with  iiniiiy  malirlwri^  vr-'<^ 
drnuUTicing  Rev.  Mr.  Go«.*tschIu.^  and  myself,  in  his  mud  zeal,  as  cursed  lieivtia: 
and  although  like  Balaam,  he  id  yearly  hired  by  the  disaffected,  to  intradf,  r:r 
tiltliy  lucre's  sake,  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  disobedient,  and  con:b3iJ: 
belies  and  slanders  us,  and  Intends  to  be  too  wise  and  bold  for  every  unt?.  lg-:  /£r 
Ishmael,  to  set  his  hand  against  every  man,  he  has  alretidy  found  upnu  Lon^  M.:<. 
orthodox  men,  lovers  of  old-established  truths,  who  are  able  to  meet  him;  and  sim 
he  is  disposed  to  blame  every  one,  and  does  not  hesitate,  even  from  the  palptt  b 
mention  persons  by  name  and  surname,  whether  members  or  not.  and  to  u^ucl^ 
Date  them  liars  and  brutal  persons,  without  being  made  an  object  of  appr(rp:'j> 
discipline,  (but  what  cares  this  zealot  for  discipline.)  he  has  already  fallen  la:o  The 
hands  of  the  authorities  and  drawn  tbe  costs  of  a  civil  suit  upon  himself  and  Htm 
associated  with  him.  Did  not  this  minister  steel  himself  against  all  the  waialif  ht 
has  received  even  from  Holland,  he  might  perceive  that  the  measure  with  which  k 
meted  to  others,  has  been  meteil  to  himself,  and  that  while  he  pursues  others,  k  li 
rushing  on  his  own  destructions.  But  this  man,  who  thus  rides  over  every  ow'i 
head  is  to  be  pitied;  and  that  they  may  know  how  great  la  the  power  of  0<4> 
wards  us  also  and  our  churches,  we  beseech  the  pious  brethren  upon  Loag  Ishil 
to  watch,  stand  fast,  and  contend  earnestly  for  the  faith,  perseTerlng,  maklof  nd 
use  of  the  illustrious  writings  of  Vcrschnlr.  This  digression  will  be  tedlwis  tt  m 
one  acquainted  with  the  trying  situation  of  our  Church. 


Dedication  to  the  Lord  Jesus,  by  His  old  and  unworthy  Soldier. 


My  r^rd  and  Ood,  King  of  kings  and  I^rd  of  lords,  let  It  not  displease  tb««  thi! 
1  luy  down  at  thy  feet  these  few  and  Imperfect  lines;  and  thmt,  fdr  these  tvo  Rt- 
MfiUfM  first,  and  especially,  because  thou  art  worthy  that  all  things  should  be  diJ- 
cateil  to  thee,  and  that  in  all  things  we  should  acknowled|pe  our  depcndcsee  ipa 
ihee:  for  thou  art  Alpha  and  Omega,  having  obtained  all  power  la  hgsvis  ui 
upon  earth,  being  beyond  measure  exalted,  having  obtained  a  name  that  Is  aln* 
<ivery  uunio,  that  to  thy  name  every  knee  should  bow,  and  all  toncnca  CoafliM  thiT 
tbou  Jesus  an  Lonl.  to  the  glory  of  the  Father,  holding  tba  atan  la  thy  il^ 
baud;  secondly,  ou  aivouut  of  all  the  benefits  which  I  hare  ao  ricUy  RetlTcilMB 
thee,  oh,  good  Hhopherd,  (although  I  am  chief  of  Blnnen»  mod  tba  ItasK  tf  tlV 
servants,)  Inasmuch  as  it  has  not  only  pleased  thee  to  throat  m^  laglgallfiit  tm 
of  man  into  the  harvest,  but  also  to  he  with  me.  (irinoa  thMOgk  tkj  giaw  1 M 
what  I  am;)  but  ospecially  because  thou  hast  been  with  wtm  la  ao  mavf  Mmw 
in  this  strange  land,  continually  dellTertng  me.  Traly  tbia  4allvafaae»  if  flV 
countenance  arc  too  multiplied  —  thj  blesrtngi  upon  mj  wiask  aMrtntlM^  1^ 
son,  and  family  are  too  numerous  to  be  reckoned  op  la  oidcr^  AH  tfealnwiAH 
hast  shown  m<\  even  In  the  time  of  trouble,  lie  as  so  BSi'  ■.•bUpAnipV 

my  80U\,  so  thai  \  «k,m  com^^elled  to  exclaim,  "What  kl  MTito  ttKi 

sU  thy  bfiueft^ft*.    \iOT^  \  wa  Wi  nfcr^^sax^  mi^  -^*^  Vsi  >5^^  f^lth 
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LSto  death,  going  In  the  strength  of  the  Lord,  fighting  the  good  fight  of  faith. 
nadl7  suffering  and  enduring,  saying  and  recording,  having  frequently,  with  the 
congregation,  expressly  sworn  in  our  solemn  covenanting,  '*  I  am  the  Lord's.'* 
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Enjoy    Frellnghuysen,  immortal  fame;  bear  abundantly  the  fruits  of  righteous- 
:  let  thy  pious  Instructions  distill  as  the  dew,  and  compose  the  disorderly  elA- 
aaents  of  humanity  around.    Such  is  the  affectionate,  filial  language  of, 

John  Frellnghuysen, 

Student  of  Divinity. 

Numerous  and  fearful  are  the  vicissitudes  to  be  expected  by  the  children  of  God. 
For  comfort's  sake,  this  Is  added  by, 

David  Marinus, 

Student  of  Divinity. 

The  Sermons. 

1.  The  First  Ebeneaer,  or  Memorial  of  Divine  Help.  1  Sam.  7:  12.  **  Then 
Samuel  took  a  stone  and  set  it  between  Mizpeh  and  Shen,  and  called  the  name  of 
It  Eben-Ezer,  saying,  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us." —  Preached  at  Six  Mile 
Run,  Jan.  1,  1746. 

2.  Duties  of  the  Watchman  upon  the  Walls  of  Zlon.  Eseklel,  3:  17,  18,  19.  "  Son 
of  man,  I  have  made  thee  a  watchman  unto  the  house  of  Israel,  etc.,  etc." — 
Preached  In  Bucks  Co.  Pa.  (April,  1741.) 

8.  Christ's  Lamentation  over  the  Inhabitants  of  Jerusalem.  Matt.  23:  87. 
"  O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem!  thou  that  klllest  the  prophets,  and  stonest  them  which 
are  sent  unto  thee,  how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together,  even 
as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings,  and  ye  would  not." —  Preached 
at  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  1745. 

4.  The  Christian's  Encouragement  in  Spiritual  Conflict.  Luke  22:  81,  82.  "And 
the  Lord  said,  Simon,  Simon,  behold  Satan  hath  desired  to  have  thee,  that  he 
may  sift  you  as  wheat;  but  I  have  prayed  for  thee,  that  thy  faith  fail  not;  and 
when  thou  art  converted,  strengthen  thy  brethren." — Preached  after  a  severe 
conflict  at  Raritau. 

(Reprinted,  with  other  sormonH  of  his  by  the  Board  of  Publication  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  America,  1856.) 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  1749,  (Jan.?) 

No.  48. 

Letter  from  Rev.  L.  de  Ronde,  dated  Sept.  28,   1748,  at  the 
request  of  the  Consistory,  with  enclosures. 

1.  In  the  letter  he  states  only  that  he  sent  over  the  accom- 
panying writings  at  the  request  of  the  Consistory,  with  the  re- 
quest for  the  advice  of  Classis. 

2.  The  enclosures  are 
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(1)  An  extract  from  the  Resolutions  adopted  by  the  Consslofy 
of  Paramarilx),  June  4,  1748.     (xxii.) 

(All  the  matter  refers  exclusively  to  affairs  in  Surinam,  fti 
mention  of  de  Ronde's  name,  as  above,  is  the  only  thing  pertinoi 
to  this  translation.) 

Classls  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Committee  of  the  Coetus  on  the  Affairs  of  Kings  ui 
Qaeens  Counties,  N.  Y.,  to  the  Classis  of  Ajnst^rdam,  Jul  % 
1749.    (Extracts,  May,  1749.     xxiii.  132-4.) 

Eight  Reverend  Gentlemen  and  HIjarhly-Esteemed  Brethren: — From  oar  Vm 
letter  dated  December  12,  (1748)  sent  with  Captain  Hushane,  you  maj  have  » 
ticed  how  gently  the  Coetus  acted,  in  the  case  of  Arondeus  and  his  adhefMB 
•gainst  ReT.  Van  Sindercn,  etc.  At  that  time  there  seemed  to  be  some  hope  «C 
an  amicable  settlement  of  the  difficulty,  in  accordance  with  the  peaceable 
glTen  by  ourselves  and  others;  but  the  faot  is,  that  the  separation  la 
Bore  serious  continually.  Inasmuch  as  Rev.  Arondeus  and  his  adherenti 
chosen  a  consistory  at  Breukelen  and  New  Utrecht,  (after  they  had  to 
tntlonally  suspended  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  in  order  to  deprire  him  of  his  elaia  ts 
remuneration,  and  to  force  him  to  leave),  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  found  it  necesssxy  U 
choose  a  consistory  there  too,  if  he  wished  to  secure  the  payment  of  his  itl&i7. 
Rev.  Arondeus  had  promised  the  Coetus,  that  he  would  send  his  complaint  tt 
the  Rev.  Classis;  but  we  are  luformed,  that  he  bus  done  nothing  In  that  dlrectios. 
in  order  that  he  may  play  his  role  the  more  effectually  aud  the  longer.  How  Cir 
this  is  true,  time  will  reveal. 

After  our  letter  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  we  offered  him  still  another  suggestioi, 
which,  if  followed,  might  have  effected  a  reconciliation;  namely,  that  inasmuch  tf 
Arondeus  and  his  adheronts  are  nut  at  all  willing  to  recognize  the  Coetus.  they 
either  leave  their  whole  case  'u  the  hands  of  the  Consistory  of  New  York;  or,  let 
each  party  choose  three  arbiters:  and  then  let  both  parties  submit  fully  to  tke 
decision  of  these  six  men,  being  subordinate  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  and  consistiBf 
of  Ministers,  Elders  or  Ex-elders.  But  one  of  Arondeus's  men.  In  the  name  of 
all,  peremptorily  refused  to  listen  to  this  suggestion.  In  proof  of  the  statement, 
that  Rev.  Arondeus  and  bis  adherents  do  not  recognize  the  Coetus,  I  would  offer 
this:  that  one  of  Arondeus's  Elders,  holding  the  little  book  of  rules,  the  "  PoK 
Acta  '*,  in  his  hand,  once  told  us,  "  Show  me  if  you  can,  whether  there  is  sbt 
mention  of  a  Coetus  in  this  volume;  if  this  is  allowed  (1.  e.  a  Coetus),  thea  tU 
the  rules  of  Church  government  have  fallen  to  the  ground.  We  recognise  n* 
Coetus,  and  will  govern  our  congregations,  as  we  see  fit.*'  If  the  Rev.  Classlf 
should  decide  to  leave  the  settlement  of  this  case  to  the  Coetus,  we  will  later 
on  take  the  matter  in  hand,  and  strive  to  adjust  it  In  the  best  manner  possible. 
But,  In  that  case  we  have  one  request  to  make,  namely,  that  when  the  Oentle- 
Ben,  the  Deputati  ad  res  exteras,  sign  their  letters,  let  it  be  done  in  the  presenct 
«f  two  witnesses  who  ar*  -»»— *  to  depart  for  New  York  with  the  vessel;  and  let 
them  also  sign  their  -^rties  have  been  known  to  have  the  audacity 

to  reject  the  letters  «  that  they  had  been  gotten  up  here. 

Non,  aom^lhVn^,  Vi  \  Queens  County.    Immediately  after  tke 
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the  order  of  the  Key.  Classis  to  the  Committee,  namely,  that  arrangements 
be  made  by  (the  Committee?)  that  consistories  be  appointed  In  eyery  con- 
ition,  in  order  that,  conjointly,  they  might  call  a  Minister),  of  his  own  accord, 
^^  -without  permission  of  either  the  Cootus,  or  the  Committee,  to  choose  a  con- 
^"^tiiy  at  Newtown;  he  moreover,  announced  their  names,  and  Installed  them  on 
^^  same  day,  all  unbeknown  to  that  portion  of  the  people  which  had  promised  to 
'filiate  themselTes  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Rev.  Classis;  people  who 
^^  together  with  those  of  Jamaica  and  Hempstead,  who  had  been  friends  of 
^T".  Goetschins,  joined  the  Coetus,  In  order  to  obtain  onr  co-operation  in  accord- 
nee  -with  the  intention  of  the  Rey.  Classis. 

TTberefore  we,  the  Committee  have  incessantly  labored,  with  month  and  pen,  to 
frrsuade  them  unitedly  to  choose  consistories,  and  with  due  decorum;  but  they 
Ave  rejected  all  our  propositions  with  disdain.  It  has  even  go  so  far  that  the 
ormer  opponents  of  Rev.  Qoetschius  at  Jamaica,  through  the  influence  of  Arondeus, 
^nd  after  the  example  of  Rev.  Boel,  have  proceeded  to  elect,  announce,  and  install 
consistory-members  all  on  the  same  day,  without  recognizing  the  others,  and  also 
ipeaking  derisively  of  the  Coetus.  How  unjust  Is  all  this!  and  done  by  one  whose 
Halms,  as  a  neighboring  minister,  have  not  yet  been  fully  established.  In  such 
a  manner,  then,  has  the  congregation  at  Jamaica  been  lamentably  divided.  Under 
such  circumstances,  we  deemed  that  no  other  course  could  be  taken,  which  could 
lead  to  union,  except  to  constitute  the  other  part  of  the  Church  into  a  body,  and 
to  acquiesce  in  their  Importunate  desire  to  choose  a  consistory.  Accordingly  this 
was  done,  by  Rev.  Ritzema  on  the  26th  of  Nov.  (1748),  and  In  the  following 
maimer: 

The  parties  having  been  called  together,  his  Reverence  clearly  explained  to 
them,  that  It  was  not  by  any  means  the  object  of  the  Coetus  to  separate  them, 
Imt  to  keep  them  together.  In  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the  Rev.  Classis.  If 
tbco,  they  were  willing  to  abandon  their  special  and  unlawful  election,  and  would 
a^^ree  as  a  united  body,  to  choose  a  consistory,  by  the  votes  of  all  such  as  had  at 
any  time  served  as  members  of  the  consistory,  and  provided  they  would  Join  the 
Coetus  as  the  other  party  had  done.  In  accordance  with  the  advice  of  the  Coetus. 
then  no  election  by  the  other  party  would  take  place.  But  the  obstinate  ones 
among  them  said,  with  many  other  pretexts,  that  they  had  acted  rightly,  and  were 
not  willing  to  come  back  to  a  united  election.  Then  It  was  pointed  out  to  them 
that  the  same  right  could  not  but  be  conceded  to  the  other  party  too.  This  con- 
sideration, it  is  true,  quieted  them  a  little,  but  they  still  remained  unwilling  to 
elect  one  consistory  for  the  whole  congregation. 

In  the  meantime,  Rev.  Ritzema  pointed  out  to  them  that  they  would  never  get 
an  orthodox  minister  as  long  as  they  persisted  in  this  course  of  conduct.  Neitlfer 
the  Rev.  Classis  nor  the  Coetus  would  give  its  approbation  to  any  one  until  some 
assurance  of  their  union  had  been  givcu.  And  indeed,  it  was  added,  no  minister 
could  live  among  them  comfortably,  or  perform  his  duties  as  he  should,  unless 
union  were  secured.  But  notwithstanding  all  this,  they  stood  Immovable.  Accord- 
ingly the  election  by  the  other  party  of  the  congregation  was  proceeded  with,  but 
only  on  this  condition:  That  the  names  of  those  who  should  be  chosen  should  be 
announced  only  twice  on  that  day,  and  their  Installation  should  be  postponed  for 
a  few  weeks,  in  order  that  the  other  psirty  might  have  additional  time  to  take 
the  matter  into  consideration.  If,  perhaps,  they  might  decide  to  have  another 
eieotlon  more  in  accordance  with  the  expressed  desire  of  the  Classis. 

On  the  day  following  Rev.  Ritzema  went  to  Newtown  to  confer  with  the  newly- 
elected  consistory  there,  desirous  of  bringing  them  to  reason,  and  attempting  to 
persuade  them.  If  possible,  to  regulate  themselves  according  to  the  intention  of 
the  Rev.  Classis.  They  replied:  "  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  Coetus,  inas- 
much as  the  Rev.  Classis  has  commissioned  Rev.  Boel  to  take  charge  of  such 
congregations  as  are  willing  to  remain  under  direct  supervision  of  the  Rev.  Classis." 
They  also  said,  that  they  would  undoubtedly  be  heard  of,  by  Classis  through  his 
(Boel's)  letters.  Other  wild  expressions  followed,  such  as;  '*  We  have  no  need  of 
a  Pope.  We  have  chosen  our  own  consistory;  and  If  the  others  do  not  choose  to  do 
as  we  do  we  will  buy  out  the  church  and  the  church-property,  etc.*'  Hereupon 
Rer.  Ritzema  ceased  further  to  argue  with  them,  but  his  Reverence  preached 
there,  and  the  elders  and  deacons  chosen  by  Rev.  Boel  took  their  seats.     Those 
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oDponpntB.  ihen.  are  very  fur  (roni  ivgulatlns  themspivp*  aoc«r<lli>(  w  ikt  'tat  I 
at  tbe  ClsHHlR.     Ther  pretend  Ituii   Itov.  Boel  will  t 

Beliold,  Rpr.  Asai^mbl}',  lu  *tiiit  a  viA  ptlKbt  arp  (be  present  nffmli*  at  Eav  I 
and  QDeOBH  raunty.  It  Is  wltb  bearifelt  s''1ef  Ibitt  trv  meoUoD  llii*.  Is  Mtti 
way,  ihoBf.  wbo  are  deMtouB  o(  playlnR  the  anvfrvlgu.  peniat  1&  op^i^ 
Coetun,  SevertbeleBS.  we  daobt  not  but  tbat  Ibe  iDtemal  codiUIIob  «r  (I 
(regatioDR,  under  tbe  blesaliig  o(  God  and  vtth  tbe  Iipip  of  tti«  BcT.  CUaAk 
we  bope  will  be  given,  Igalaat  iheie  opponeiilH.  will  eveiituall]i  ia  (pit*  a 
troublM,  reucb  a  proper  condition. 

Rev.  BeagboDtl  him  also  comDunlcaltMt  to  uii  tbe  rt>s[H>etcd  meauge  of  U 
Cla^alB  In  ngard  to  bli  complalot,  Tbe  aao-payment  nt  lila  aalary  by  tl 
alatory;  also   [be   troubled  state   ot  alTaIra  In  the   conKregutlaii 

Altbough   we   do   not   belong   lo   the   New   Jersey    Circuit,    we    luce.   llniM 

In  token  of  our  good-will,  arged  upon  bis  coaslstory  In  writing,  their  rioif  ta  ■*} 
wbalever  ibey  owe  Ibeir  panlor.  The  Coetu*  alao.  an  appears  iroja  Ibt  Himdk 
bad  eatni'SItr  urgtHl  one  ut  Kev.  Hi'Ughaort'H  dderB.  who  wa«  pprvnl.  ig  it 
moDlab  hi*  lirclbrvn  In  office  to  take  away  the  cause  nt  Ibelr  pastur'n  MafUiL 
Thia  he  agrred  to  do.     He  did  not  tell  us,  however,   what   had  ODsed  tU*  a«IM 

Hennwblli-.  us  to  the  troubli-d  state  of  nrlalr*  Id  the  coDEregatlaa  of  l^aA- 
UDODCk^  R«v,  Du  Bola  went  there  Inn  year.  tbrf>e  times:  once,  oa  IntMhi 
[lay.  and  preached  twice  on  the  fallowing  Sabbath,  In  conjoaciion  vllk  Ik. 
Cartealna.  he  did  what  he  could  to  commend  Rev.  Heufhoori  to  thetn.  icwdkc 
to  the  cxprcBKeil  deeire  of  the  Coetus.  <Bec  the  Minnies).  But  wbo  ran  foiBtit 
a  congregation  to  favonr  a  minister  toward  whom  tbey  hav«  no  affectlm!  Ut 
Indeed,  according  to  (he  poustittillon  of  the  Coettis.  i^reir  consregatlnn  b»  i«i 
feet  liberty  In  this  respect.  Of  the  troub1i>  In  tbU  consreKation.  we  will  ftUf 
acquaint  the  Rer.  Clnssla,  when  It  Is  deemed  ueeeaaarr.  But  aa  tbli  letter  ku 
already  (rrown  too  long,  we  dare  not  farther  trouble  the  Bev.  Aasemlily  with  tbt 
fedtal  of  our  vexations,  especially  b«  the  preaeni  uDuaually  paid  weather  ttramib 

Therefore,    rptnalnlng  yourn,    with    nil    due   reverence,    we    will    clo»e  oor  1KI«. 

After    having   prayerfully    wlabed    for   your    Revercncea'    general    bapplo'M.   frtn 

bi  Nation.  City  and  Chorch.  and  nil  tempornl  and  aplrllDal  blessings  from  (M  ii 

Chrlat,  as  Indlvldnala,  as  mlnlxtcrB.  and  an  families,  at  tbls  beKloning  of  the  it*:. 

We  call  oumelvea,  Reverend  nnd  EWcemed  Brelhren, 

The  Couimlttre  of  ttie  Cnptiiv  on  (be  affairs  of  KIues  and  Queens  Conntlet. 
Your  RevH,  Humble  ServoDIs. 

Gob  Items   Da   BoIb 
Job  an.  Blliema 
r  Chrta.  Banckei. 

New   York,   Jan.  ».   lT*a 

Note.  Before  the  neallng  of  tblB  Iftfer.  II  helan 
that  tbey  are  busy  writing  a  letter  In  the  Rev,  C\ 
AroDdeua.     See  Urnl  paragntpb.) 

St.  Geohok'»  Chapel,  New  Yobk, 
17-H),  Jan.  23.    Growth  of  Trinity  Church. 
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Rev.  John  Kitzema  to  Abram  Lott,  etc.,  Jan.  28,  1748/9. 

PortfoKo  "New  Yo^k^^  Vol.  ii. 
Addressed :  Mr.  Abram  Lott,  at  Jamaica  on  Long  Island. 

Mr.  Abraham  Lott,  etc.  Worthy  Friends: —  I  expect  to  be  among  you  on  the 
th  of  February,  and  on  the  7th  to  preach,  if  health  and  weather  permit.  I  hope 
ot  only  that  you  will  see  to  it  that  there  is  some  one  at  the  ferry  at  an  early 
MNir,  but  especially  that,  according  to  our  last  arrangement,  you  will  give  me 
IB  opportunity,  In  the  name  of  all,  to  act  once  more  In  that  good  work  of  effecting 
i  reunion.  To  that  end  I  shall  inritc  the  other  party  to  delegate  three  or  foar 
MB  for  Feb.  6th,  whose  action  shall  be  taken  to  be  the  action  of  all  the  people. 
nils.  Indeed,  is  the  only  way.  in  the  judgment  of  all  my  fellow  commissioners, 
rbleh  will  lead  to  any  good  result,  for  the  common  proverb  holds  true  here, 
*  Many  heads,  many  minds  '*. 

If,   In  the  mean  time,  anything  should  happen,   I  hope  to  be  informed  of  it. 
{Hberwlse  I  depend  on  the  above  arrangement. 
I  remain  your  obedient  servant  and  friend,  in  the  name  of  the  Committee, 

John  Ritzema,  V.  D.  M. 
New  York,  28th  Jan.,  1748/9. 

Eev.  John  Ritzema  to  Abram  Lott,  Feb.  2,  1748/9. 
Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

Worthy  Friend,  Mr.  Abraham  Lott.  Yesterday,  the  other  party  withdrew  the 
last  hope  of  reconciliation.  Therefore,  on  your  part,  you  need  take  no  more 
trouble,  except  to  see  to  it  that,  on  the  day  appointed,  we  may  without  hindrance, 
bold  religious  service.  For  I  fear  that  it  may  again  come  to  locking  church  doors 
against  us.  Nor  do  I  see  now  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  come  and  get 
me  on  Monday.  That  is  the  day  for  my  catechetical  work,  which  I  prefer  to 
attend  to  then.    I  will  come  on  Tuesday  morning  by  the  first  boat. 

With  many  greetings,  Your  servant  and  friend, 

John  Ritsema. 
New  York,  Feb.  2,  1748/9. 

Certificate  of  Licei^sure  to  Peter  De  Wint,  Feb.  14,  1749, 
BY  THE  Glassis  OF  Harderwyk.    (But  a  forgery.) 

To  each  one  who  Is  about  to  read  these  our  testimonials,  we  pray  God  in  Christ 
to  grant  health  and  favor. 

The  ministry  of  the  gospel,  since  it  is  unspeakably  holy  and  lofty,  not  only  can- 
not and  must  not  be  taken  hold  of  with  unwashed  hands  but  also.  Inasmuch  as 
the  work  is  linked  with  the  highest  wisdom,  one  cannot  go  al>out  it  with  due 
solemnity  unless  one  possesses  the  necessary  fitness. 

Knowing  this,  the  most  excellent  and  most  learned  young  men.  Rev.  Pieter  De 
Wint,  the  by  no  means  Inferior  son  of  Jan  Jansen  De  wint,  of  St.  Thomas,  in  the 
(West)  Indies,  after  a  full  course  in  academic  studies,  has  petitioned  us.  Directors 
of  the  Classis  of  Hardewyk,  for  his  examination.  This  petition  we  were  neither 
able  nor  willing  to  deny  him.  A  day,  therefore,  was  set.  the  14th  of  February  of 
the  current  year,  1749.  on  which  the  said  Rev.  Pieter  De  Wint  presented  himself 
before  us,  and  we  made  the  examination  as  to  his  ability  in  the  original  languages 
and  theology,  both  natural  and  revealed,  in  order  that,  with  a  good  conscience,  we 
might  be  able  to  give  our  testimony;  and  we  do  testify  that  the  same  was  in  every 
point,  satisfactory  to  us;  and  that,  according  to  the  words  enjoined,  1  Pet.  2  :  25 
he  held,  without  extraordinary  eloquence,  the  well  ordered  and  orthodox  Assembly. 
For  which  reason  we  have  no  hesitancy  in  receiving  this  our  Rev.  Pieter  De  Wint, 
as  well-deserving,  among  the  number  of  candidates  in  theology;  and  in  granting 
blm  authority  pvblicly  in  the  church  to  display  the  gUt  Vu  0\vV\i\V!  ^tvaXaAl '^Xm.. 
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We  ask  God,  not  only  to  Increase  his  gift  every  day*  bat  also  to  acconptir 
hlB  Holy  Spirit  this  onr  well  deserving  candidate. 

This  Is  wnat  we  testify  and  wish  for  from  the  beart.     Given  with  mj 
In  the  name  of  the  Classls, 

Alexander  Yaa  Mukitiil 
Harderwyk,  Feb.  14,  1749.  Scribe,  protem,  of  CiMh. 

[Probably  not  genuine.] 

Classis  of  Ambtebdaic 
Acts  of  the  Deputies,  1749.  (Feb?) 

Letter  from  father  du  Bols,  In  the  name  of  the  Coetns,  dated  New  Toft  Or 
12,  1748,  with  some  encloaures. 
He  states, 

1.  After  expressing  his  thanks,  and  the  wish  for  ^eat  prosperity  to  m  Ai 
the  letter  from  our  Classls  was  read  In  their  Coctus,  and  tbat  It  wis  keui  il 
great  and  general  satisfaction. 

2.  That  Qoetschlus,  Leydt  and  Van  der  Linden  were  by  the  authority  of  CWi 
ecclesiastically  called,  and  ordained  to  the  great  joy  of  their  chnrehea 

3.  He  speaks  of  several  complaints.  Of  these  we  cannot  as  yet  olytali  a  M 
understanding  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Coetus,  becanse  the  action  Is  not  jct  m 
plete  in  all  respects.    But  he  states  In  particular.  In  regard  to  Arondcos: 

(1)  Of  his  passing  by  several  members.  In  pastoral  visitation. 

(2)  Of  his  entire  neglect  of  the  village  of  Gravesend  (or  New  Utreditl)  wAm 
reasons. 

(3)  Of  the  election  of  members  of  Consistory  without  prayer  or  thsskuhhi. 

(4)  Of  reckless  speaklug  In  the  pulpit. 

(5)  Of  the  violating  of  his  call,  and  changlug  It  into  a  lease  for  tvs  jm 
refusing  Installation  without  reasons. 

(6)  In  May  1747,  he  secretly  departed  to  Karltan  without  any  ecclesiaatksl  4 
missal,  and  was  installed  there. 

(8>  That  he  returned  thence  lu  July,  1748,  without  any  dlsmUwioa,  aaiit^ 
request  of  only  a  few,  In  spite  of  the  protest  of  many  famllleti:  that  he  bn 
services  at  New  Utrecht  and  Amcrsfoort.  aud  that  Van  Slnderen  had  bm  < 
missed  from  his  office,  without  any  consultation  with  the  people,  and  spos 
authority  of  elders  of  those  two  churches;  and  only  because  be  did  not  «M 
be  rccoucllcd  with  Arondeus.  except  in  th*^  presence  of  ecclesiastical  pern 
(olBclal8);  tbat  these  Hume  elders  shook  off  the  IncuDibeney  of  Van  Sindfiva;  t 
Arondeus  chose  and  iuKtalled  there  new  membei*^  of  consistory:  and  ihit 
Coetus  was  not  able  to  reconcile  them  by  any  action  of  theirs,  aceordla?  t> 
closures,  Nos.  7  and  8. 

4.  Rev.  du  Bols  says,  in  advaufo,  thut  these  art*  the  complaints  of  van  Sindei 
that  they  do  uot  exactly  kuow  those  of  Aroiul<*u8.  slnc«f  be  has  refuwi  t^  c 
them  known;  but  they  uudePstooU  the  principal  ernes  to  be  that  van  Siad< 
was  alleged  to  have  Ill-treated  Arondeus.  by  administering  baptism  himself,  » 
Arondeus  was  In  the  church.  Whereas  the  affair  was  ciused  by  Arondeos  1 
self,  who  made  no  sign  of  arising  to  baptize,  when  the  word  was  girea. 
greatest  ditnculty  lies  in  the  demand  of  reconciliation  on  equal  terms,  tsi 
recognition  of  Arondeus  as  full  co-pastor  In  those  churchou. 

6.  He  states  further  about  others: 

(1)  That  the  church  of  Tappan  Is  In  a  deplorable  condition  on  accMuni  of  1 
Muzelius,  but  affairs  there  are  uot  yet  ripe. 

(2)  Tliat  Key.  Boel,  at  the  request  of  some  people  of  Newtown,   had  t  ne^ 
slstory  chosen,  and  installed  them  on  the  same  day;  that  ou  Sept.  28.  he  re-bipt 
there  four  or  five  children  who  had   previously  been  baptised   by   Goeiachlai. 
leglng  that  this  was  done  by  order  of  the  Classls. 

(3)  Further,  he  makes  mention  of  a  committee  at  Tappan,  but  whose  report 
not  reached  us;  and  of  a  fruitless  attempt  to  keep  New  Jamaica  and  Hempii 
united^  on  account  of  the  bad  conduct  of  Arondeus. 

He  concVdOieii  ViT  %VvVcii;  XXi^  «.%«^T^xi<5fc  \.\«l\.  \5x^  Coetus  endeavors  in  every 
to  ^eep  otOlqt  Wiwe,  -s^WXi  %\3k!w>v^VQ»x.\wi  Vq  ^xvx  ^\^'w^%%  ^^^^s^  '^^s*».^s^'^^^{«l«.i 
the  mattetu  meioAXo^tA. 
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Ib  the  Acts  of  the  Coetus  Itself,  held  September  27-30.  (1748)  there  is  nothing 
particular  aside  from  that  already  mentioned  In  the  letters:  except 

1.  That  a  committee  was  appointed  to  visit  the  Church  of  Tappan,  on  the  com- 
plaint  that  Rev.  Mnselins  had  promised  to  commnnicate  the  contents  of  the  letter 
"Trf^m  our  Classis  to  the  congregation,  but  he  had  not  done  so. 

2.  That  Haeghoort  and  Rltsema  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  examine  the 
catechism  by  Rev.  (Theodore)  Frilinghnysen. 

8.  That  Rev.  du  Bois  had  prepared  In  writing  the  ordination  certifleates  of 
Goet0chius.  Van  der  Linden  and  Leydt.  and  would  record  the  same  to  serre  as  a 
precedent,  (legger).  This  copy  was  attested  by  Revs,  du  Bois  and  Ritaema.  They 
also,  in  a  postscript  to  the  latter,  earnestly  reqnest  permission  to  be  granted  to 
the  Coetus,  to  examine  the  student.  8.  Verbryck.  belonging  in  the  same  com- 
pany (of  students)  as  Leydt  and  Van  der  Linden.  xxill.  110,  lie. 

▲  letter  from  L.  De  Ronde,  dated  Feb.  28,  1748,  with  an  extract  from  the  reso- 
lotlOB  of  Oovemor  and  Council  in  Snriname,  Aug.  16,  1748  (1747?) 

(De  Ronde's  name  alone  pertinent.  The  rest  refers  to  the  South  American 
Colony.) 


Testimonials  to  John  Aemilius  Wernich,  March  3,  1749. 


Dasg.  H.  Joh.  Aamelius  Wemig  von 
Welngarten  aus  der  Pfalts  als  Ficarius 
lai  Viertei  Jahr  alher  gepredigt,  Sontags 
ifad  durch  die  Woche,  als  habende  wlr 
thme  auf  sein  Begehren  nlcht  komcn 
alwein,  such  sin  Attestatum  an  ertheiler, 

Bonnen  also  ihmen  nichts  andeni  na- 
dureden,  ais  das  er  das  Wort  Oottes  mlt 
Sronsen  Fleiss  und  eifer  alhier  gepredigt 
babe,  um  in  seinen  sachen  gants  nlcht 
▼erabseimet  habe,  so  dass  wir,  um  die 
i^antie  gemeinte,  mlt  ihme  gan  wohl  sn 
Crleden  gewesen,  sowohl  auf  als  neben 
^r  kenael,  wnnscher  also  vor  Grand 
aaaers  Hertsen  ihme  Oottes  gnadlgen 
aegen  und  beystand  an,  auch  danz  ihme 
Biochte  der  Hebe  Gott,  hier  zeitllch,  und 
4ort  ewig  glnckhaftlg  machen. 

Dancken  ihme  hertzlich  vor  seine 
Tlel  geliabte  Mnhe  um  Fleiss.,  der  liebe 
Oott  wolle  ihme  desser  elm  vergelter 
•eln,  habende  sich  dessen  untervogt  und 
belde,  Klrchen  Pfleger  eigcn  handig  un- 
terschrieben,  mlt  Hand  und  Betscbaft. 


Beschelnt  Hans  Martin  Rubier, 
untervogt. 

Beschelnt  Hans  Jacob  Slgg, 
Kirchenpleger.* 

Bescheiut  Hans  Jacob  Kubler, 
Kirchenpleger.* 

Osslngen,  den  8  Herts,  1749. 


Mr.  John  Aemilius  Wemlg,  of  Weia- 
garten  in  the  Palatinate,  having 
preached  here  as  Vicar  on  Sunday  and 
through  the  week  for  three  months;  we 
cannot  forego  this  opportunity  of 
granting  his  request  for  a  testimonial 
from  us. 

We  do  sincerely  attest,  that  he  has 
preached  the  Word  of  God  with  such 
great  earnestness  and  seal,  that  we. 
and  the  entire  congregation,  have  every 
cause  to  be  satisfied  (with  his  services) 
both  In  and  out  of  the  pulpit: 

we  therefore  (heartily)  sincerely  pray 
that  God's  Blessing  and  Presence  be 
vouchsafed  him  and  that  the  Grace  of 
God  abide  with  him  here  and  bring 
him  to  the  Joy  of  life  everlasting. 

We  thank  him  sincerely  for  the 
great  interest  he  manifested  in  his 
work,  for  which  our  gracious  Lord  will 
reward  him. 

To  confirm  this  statement,  we,  the 
Assistant  Advocate  and  Congregational 
Deacons,  do  subscribe  our  own  signa- 
tures and  endorsement. 

Attest.    Hans  Martin  Ruebler, 
Assistant   Advocates. 

Attest.     Hans  Jacob  Slgg, 

Congregational-Deacon.* 

Attest.    Hans  Jacob  Kuebler, 

Congregational-Deacon.* 

Osslngen,  March  3rd,  1749. 


*  Kirchenpfleger  were  a  class  of  laymen,  who  visited  the  poor  and  sick,  in  some 
sections,  and  who  In  other  districts  distributed  the  alms  to  the  poor,  and  attended 
to  the  external  duties  of  the  congregation,  under  the  direction  of  the  pastor  «A5i 
aonsistory.  lA5^^«kX\«L%. 
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Anotheb  Teanslatiois'. 
Testimonial  to  John  Aemilius  Wemich,  March  8,  1749. 

Whereas,  Mr.  Job.  AemeliuB  Wemlch  of  Weingarten*  In  tlie  PaUtiiiatc.  hu  tt 
a  quarter  of  a  year  been  preacbiDg:  bere  as  a  supply,  on  Snndajrs  and  oa  wccUqi: 
ana,  at  bis  own  request,  we  could  not  refuse  to  yrant  blm  a  testimonial:  Tk» 
fore,  we  cannot  say  aught  else  about  blm  than  that  be  has  preached  the  Urnid 


him  God*s  gracious  blessing  and  assistance.    Also  that  the  dear  Ood 

*  him  happy  here.  In  time,  and  over  there,  eternally.  We  thank  him  heartUj  telfe 
great  pains  and  seal.  May  the  dear  Ood  fully  reward  him  therefor!  Btihp 
perused  this.  It  was  signed  by  the  untervogt  and  by  the  Chnrch  Wardei^  iB 

*  their  own  hands,  and  seal  of  office. 


Attested,  Hans  Martin  ^nbler,  Untefroct 

Igv,         Chin^  wi 
Attested,  Hans  Jacob   Knbler.   Chuch  Wtita. 


Attested,  Hans  Jacob  Slg^,         Chinc^  iTtrla. 
Osslngen,  March  «%  1749. 


Kev.  Mr.  Colgan  to  the  Seceetaby  of  the  Societt  loi 

Pbopagating  the  Gk>spB:L. 

Jamaica,  March  Sih.  IW 
Beyerend  Sir: 

I  have  great  hopes  that  our  Chnrch  at  Flnshing  wflU  h  i 

little  time  gain  ground  among  the  Quakers  who  are  very  nnmerona  theie,  aid  k  b 
somewhat  remarkable  and  may  be  thought  worthy  of  notice,  that  a  maa  wto  tsl 
for  many  years  strictly  adhered  to  the  principles  of  qnakezism,  when  thit  Mt 
Church  was  opened  &  a  collection  made  he  gave  money  for  the  nae  of  thatOnA 
but  thinking  he  had  not  put  enough  In  the  Plate,  went  immediately  after  mhIs 
and  gave  more  to  the  Collector.—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  111.  p.  196. 

Church  of  New  York. 

New   York,   March  30,  17«. 

Consistory  held,  of  mluisters  and  elders.  It  was  determined  that  when  i  ais- 
Ister,  whose  turn  It  Is  to  preach  at  a  certain  time  in  the  vreek  desires  one  of  tk 
other  ministers,  (who  is  preaching  on  Sunday  in  either  the  Old  Church  or  tk 
New),  to  gire  notice  that  there  will  be  preaching  at  such  or  such  a  time,  lod  ii 
such  or  such  a  place;  then,  always  and  whenever  it  shall  be  the  turn  of  the  msK. 
he  shall  see  to  it  that  the  minister  who  preaches  in  the  Old  Church  or  the  Nev. 
has  a  written  notice  of  the  same;  the  contents  of  which,  he  may  read  off  to  tk 
congregation  after  preaching. 

O.  Da  Boil. 

Classis  OF  Amsterdam. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies,  1749.  (March?) 

A  letter  from  G.  Hagoort  minister  at  Second  River,  was  received,  dited  Nc' 
vember  19,  1748. 

In  it  he  speaks: 

1.  In  regard  to  the  case  of  Tappan,  whereof  the  papers  have  been  sent  orer 
that  the  congregation  there  is  awaiting  a  final  resolution  or  utterance.  In  order  t 
regulate  themselves  in  accordance  therewith;  especially  because  the  neighborifij 
ministers,  on  account  of  distance;  cannot  supply  that  church,  except  with  grct 
difficulty. 

^  He  comv\a.\\»  VYiaX.,  Va.  NXife  \^^\.  \^\X^x  ol  Claaala^  no   suggestions  were  uaA 
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.boot  the  adyaocement  and  ordination  of  Rev.  Fryenmoet  at  Memlne,  (Minlsink?); 
rhether  it  should  hare  been  effected  bj  the  Coetns  or  by  private  parties.  The 
iter  have  done  it,  and  they  are  snch  aa  are  against  the  Coetns.  He  wants  to 
"^iiow  If  this  was  by  order  of  Classis;  also  whether  Classls  has  given  this  Fryen- 
"anoet  the  privilege  of  rebaptiaing  children,  about  the  baptism  of  which  the  elders 
luid  eonscientlons  scruples;  even  as  Rev.  Boel  has  also  done.  He  declares  that  he 
!■  fully  satisfied  with  the  resolution  of  Classls,  as  to  not  admitting  students  to 
preiMwatory  and  peremptory  (final)  examinations,  on  account  of  the  fear  of  scan- 
dalona  consequences  in  that  land.  He  requests  the  privilege,  however,  in  conjunc* 
tton  with  the  Coetns,  in  behalf  of  8.  Verbryck. 

fie  states  that  it  would  serve  greatly  toward  establishing  the  Coetns,  If  there 
were  sent  a  neat  list  of  the  churches  or  congregations  of  that  land;  If  the  Classis 
would  recognise  no  calls  unless  sent  by  the  Coetns,  as  the  Coetus  could  then  de- 
mand security  for  the  salary,  in  the  name  of  Classis,  etc.  Thus  much  good  could 
be  accomplished  there,  especially,  since  In  Pennsylvania,  a  College  for  students 
bad  already  been  erected,  and  one  was  about  to  be  erected  in  New  York.  From 
tbese,  some  students  could  go  to  Holland  to  pursue  their  studies  further,  partlcu- 
larlj  if  the  Classes  or  Synod  could  or  would  assist  (solace)  them  to  some  extent. 
He  relates  further  that,  to  his  knowledge,  there  is  but  one  Dutch  Church'  In 
Pennsylvania.  To  this  he  would  be  willing  to  go,  if  Classls  should  approve,  es- 
pecially because.  In  his  locality,  he  can  have  no  fruit,  and  he  is  paid  very  nn- 
systematically.  If  Classis  does  not  approve,  he  asks  that  the  Classis  would  write 
earnestly  to  his  people,  and  recommend  to  them  the  following: 

1.  The  great  necessity  of  repairs  to  his  house. 

2.  The  delivery  of  the  fire-wood  which  was  pledged. 

8.  Prompt  payment;  especially  because  he  has  already  declined  two  calls  on 
their  account;  and  without  these  things,  he  is  in  a  pitiable  condition,  and  almost 
discouraged.  He  concludes  with  salutations;  and  in  a  Postscript,  suggests  a 
method  for  obtaining  security  in  the  payment  of  salaries. 

zxxlii.  124,  126. 

Letter  from  the  Elders  of  Tappan,  1748. 

They  complain  In  this, 

1.  About  the  scandalous  behavior  of  Rev.  Muselius.  This  became  particularly 
offensive  in  the  autumn  of  1748.  There  had  been  some  sort  of  peace  made  up 
between  him  and  the  consistory,  through  Rev.  Boel;  but  the  congregation  would 
not  agree  to  It,  unless  Rev.  Muselius  would  openly  in  the  pulpit  confess  blame 
and  promise  to  do  better;  or  clear  himself  from  the  accusations.  But  he  rejected 
everything;  had  preached  six  times  on  one  little  text  (teckstje)  and  then  gave  out 
an  Invitation  to  the  congregation  to  hear  him  upon  it  once  more. 

2.  That  when  he  had  been  requested  to  come  before  the  Coetus,  he  had  refused 
even  with  Insulting  language.  He  also  refused  to  appear  before  a  Committee  of 
the  same. 

8.  That  an  the  kindly  efforts  which  they  had  put  forth  to  save  both  him  and 
the  congregation  had  been  rejected  by  him.  He  would  listen  to  nothing.  They 
request,  therefore,  our  aid  to  preserve  the  church;  and  conclude  with  salutations. 

xxiii.  12S. 


Trinity  Church,  New  York. 
St.  George's  ChapeL 


Vestry,  Spring,  1740.  Hr.  Murray  from  the  committee  appointed  to  agree  with 
Gol.  Henry  Beekman  for  six  lots  of  land  to  build  a  chapel  of  Base  on.  Reported, 
that  the  said  Col.  Beekman  and  his  wife  had  executed  deeds  for  the  said  lots,  and 
that  Capt.  Asplnwall,  on  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Montgomerie  Ward,  had 
IMld  1645  for  the  same.  Whereupon  it  was  ordered,  that  the  said  deeds  be  deliv- 
ered to  Hr.  Lodge,  to  be  by  him  entered  on  the  records  of  this  city. —  Berrian*B 
History  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York.  p.  79. 
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Classis  of  Amstekdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Lambertus  De  Ronde,  Apni 
14,  1749.  Vol.  30,  p.  134.  No.  79.  (De  Ronde  was  at  tin 
time  at  Surinam,  or  Dutch  Guiana,  South  America.) 

T«  the  Very  lier.  Mr.  De  Ronde: 

Ter/  ReT.  Sir  and  Much-Respected  Brother: —  We  hope  that  tlUi*  our  eonaul- 
cution,  inaj  be  the  means,  under  God*8  blessing,  of  dolngr  away  with  the  gefat 
quarrels  and  dissensions  among  the  brethren:  and  may  yoar  ReT.  exect  UmaA 
to  the  utmost,  and  do  his  part.  In  endeavoring  to  avoid  every  occajikm  for  titA 
disturbances,  estrangements,  and  recriminations. 

Meanwhile,  we  may  not  conceal  from  your  Rev.  what  has  come  to  our  kaovl- 
edge,  namely,  that  your  Rev«  Associates  are  too  familiar  with  certain  kaSfkti: 
yea,  that  you  are  even  a  sort  of  chaplain  of  these  knights;  but  tiiis  is  the  cum 
of  not  a  little  ofTence.  We  do  not  know,  indeed,  wliat  sort  of  knights  tliete  ut 
Ifow-a-days,  in  these  strange  times,  there  are  ail  sorts  of  them,  even  in  oor  tn 
land.  May  your  Rev.  therefore,  have  the  goodness  to  give  as  some  light  oa  tMb 
sabject,  so  that  one  may  fully  guard  himself  against  everything  tliat  eaaatt  if* 
proach.  The  playing  of  that  Negro  —  it  were  to  be  wished  —  that  do  i«ch  tlta« 
had  occurred.  Further,  we  pray  the  Lord  for  his  grace  and  blessing  upon  jmt 
Rev. 

We  remain.  Very  Rev.  and  much-esteemed  Brother,    Tour   Revs.   OWdlent  fcr- 
vants.  In  uanie  of  the  Rer.  Claflsls  of  Amsterdam. 

B.  Brouwer,  I>epp.  h.  t.  Pneta. 
Ansterdam.  April  14.  1749.  M.  Snethlage,   Depp.  h.  t.  Salbi. 

Acts  of  tiik  Ci-as.sls  of  Amsterdam. 
Jolm  Wernigh,  S.  S.  Theol.  Stud. 

1749,  April  14th.     Art.  3.     Jolm  Wemigh  S.  S.  Theol.  Siui, 

liauded  in  ecclesiastical  and  verv  laudable  academic  certificate, 

*- 

and  requested  to  be  admitted  to  the  preparatory  examination  it 
the  ensuing  I'egular  Classirf.  This  was  granted  to  him,  and  there 
was  assigned  to  him  by  the  Rev.  Examiner  as  a  trial  text,  2  Cor. 
5: 19,  "All  tilings  are  of  God,  who  hath  reconciled  u&  to  himself 
by  Jesus  Christ,  and  hath  given  to  us  the  ministry  of  reconcilia- 
tion":    xii.  170. 

Rev.  Hoevenberg. 

Art.  5.  Regarding  Rev.  Hoevenberg,  the  Bev.  Deputati  have 
received  private  information  that  \ud  had  gone  to  Suriname  with- 
out giving  them  any  notice  thi  "^Bpognijdng  the  Classia. 
xii.  170. 


•i* « 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

John  Weming  (Wemigh)  accepted  a.s  Candidate. 

1749,  May  5th.  Art.  2.  Rev.  John  Weming,  S.  S.  Theol. 
tud.  was  admitted  to  the  preparatory  examination,  after  preach- 
ig  a  sermon  on  2  Cor.  5 :  10.  He  gave  so  much  satisfaction,  by 
IB  answers  to  the  questions  put  to  him  by  the  Examiner,  both 
n  the  Hebrew  and  Greek  tongues  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ient,  and  particularly  on  Psalm  16  and  2  Cor.  5:9,  as  well  fis 
n  the  articles  of  Sacred  Theology,  that  he  was  accepted  as  licen- 
iate  by  a  unanimous  vote,  and  was  accordingly  licensed  to  pro- 
laim  publicly  the  Word  of  God  before  the  congregation.  He 
Iso  signed  the  Formulae  of  Concord,  and  the  Post  Acta  of  the 
National  Synod  of  Dort.  He  declared  himself  opposed  to  the 
(•ndemned  opinions  of  Prof.  Roel,  denouncing  the  same,  and 
rf  Dr.  Bekker,  and  took  the  oath  against  Simony.  The  clerk 
rill  give  him  a  proper  certificate,     xii.  172. 

Letters  from  and  to  Churches  in  Foreign  lands,  in  New  England. 

[New  York.] 

Art.  5.  The  Rev.  Depp,  communicated  to  this  Assembly  the 
jontents  of  several  letters  from  churches  in  foreign  lands,  and 
if  the  answers  which  they  had  prepared  to  them.  In  particular, 
hese  letters  were  addressed  to  Eevs.  Mansius,  Frymoet,  and  the 
Consistory  at  Minnisink;  to  Rev.  (Theodore)  Frielinghuysen, 
ninister  at  Albany;  to  Rev.  Boel  at  New  York;  to  Rev.  Aron- 
leus  and  the  churches  of  Queens  County;  to  Rev.  Muzelius  at 
Cappan,  and  to  the  congregation  of  that  place;  to  Rev.  Hagoord, 
ninister  at  Newto\\Ti,  (rather.  Second  River);  and  to  the  church 
)f  Second  River;  and  to  Rev.  du  Bois  at  New  York.  These 
vere  approved  by  the  Assembly  and  will  be  sent  off.     xii.  173. 
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Glassis  of  Amstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  at  Minisint,  K.  T^ 

May  5, 1749.     Vol.  30,  p.  136. 

To  the  Reverend  Consistory  of  Minisink: 

Very  Rev.  Sirs,  Much-esteemed  and  beloved  Bretlireii: —  Y«mr  Bcrs  gntMi 
for  our  sreat  Indulgence  In  the  matter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fryenmoet's  ordindi^ 
as  evinced  In  your  letter  to  ns,  written  on  July  18,  1747,  is  very  acreeabie  to  ■; 
as  Is  also  your  Revs,  satisfaction  with  our  decision  regarding  tlie  btptl—  ifr 
ministered  by  him  previous  to  this  ordination.  We  desire  that  bis  Bev.  ■; 
labor  by  the  side  of,  and  among  the  Rev.  brethren  with  great  sncceas  and  tkak^ 
to  the  glory  of  Ood,  and  to  the  salvation  of  many  souls. 

We  heartily  wish,  and  we  earnestly  request  that  your  Rers.  win  join  jounrim 
to  the  Coetus,  now  established.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  hoMlaf  if  tk 
same,  with  the  blessing  of  Ood,  will  serve  greatly  to  promote  the  good  order,  th 
rest  and  peace  of  the  church,  and  thus  its  best  welfare. 

On  what  basis,  and  in  what  way,  and  to  what  purpose,  the  Coetns  ought  t»  bi 
held,  your  Revs,  can  easily  learn  at  New  York,  from  the  Articles  of  t&e  Q»idi 
and  the  advice  of  the  Classis.  The  objections  advanced  by  yonr  Revs..  apiHi 
attending  that  assembly,  we  do  indeed  acknowledge  to  have  some  weiglit:  M 
we  hope  that  your  Revs,  inclination  and  seal  may  find  a  iray  for  remortst  « 
at  least  for  lessening  or  lightening  the  same. 

As  regards  your  Revs,  question  concerning  the  Hemhntter  persoastos ;~  that 
Is  among  us  at  present  considerable  excitement  about  them,  by  rcasoa  sf  tMr 
recently  published  books.  By  the  twelfth  edition  of  their  hymns,  and  the  ttrmm 
of  Count  Zlnsendorf,  or  the  so-called  Wonder  Lltanla,  they  have  so  refttki 
themselves,  as  to  amase  and  alarm  the  lovers  of  the  Word  of  Ood«  aad  sf  tk 
doctrine  of  truth  contained  therein.  Your  Revs,  will  do  well,  if,  with  all  te 
greater  earnestness,  you  watch  and  warn  against  these  people,  aad  esdcavsr  tt 
bring  back  those  who  have  gone  astray.  Have  some  fallen  away?  Let  tbea  be 
treated  with  all  gentleness  and  long-suffering.  But  If  they  are  not  to  be  9e^ 
suaded,  but  stubbornly  adhere  to  their  wrong  opinions;  your  Revs.  will.  accordiBf 
to  circumstances  have  to  seek  their  Improvement  by  discipline. 

May  the  Lord  give  your  Revs,  much  grace;  may  He  fill  your  hearts  with  the 
wisdom  which  is  from  above;  may  He  bless  your  labors,  and  all  your  efforts,  ii 
promoting  the  welfare  of  the  Church;  and  may  He  vouchsafe  to  you  and  yoci 
the  most  desirable  evidences  of  his  loving  kindness  and  falthfulnesa. 

We  commend  your  Revs,  to  God  and  the  Word  of  his  grace.  We  remain  with 
fraternal  affection  and  respect. 

Very   Rev.   Sirs,    much   respected   and   beloved    Brethren,    Your   Revs,   obcdlcst 
servants.  Members  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  In  the  name  of  all 

B.   Brouwer,   Depp.   CI.    h.   t.  pries. 
Amsterdam,  May  6.  1749.  M.    Snethlage,    Depp.    h.    t.    8cr1b&. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  John  Eitzema,  May  5th,  1749. 

Vol.  30,  page  136,  No.  81. 

Rev.   Sir  and  Mf****— ♦••nied  Brother: — In   answer  to   your   friendly   and  ic- 

ceptable  letter  '4ft  O.  S.,  we  answer:    That  we  are  highly  gratlfled 

that  Messrs.  1  ^uid  J.  Leyt  have  passed  satlsflactory  ezamtai- 

tlons,  and  tha  iMcause  of  the  opposition  of  Bjabeek  as  weR 
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as  tli«t  of  Key.  Hancias,  has  accepted  of  a  call  made  out  In  peace  and  love,  to 
two  chnrchea  on  the  Raritan.  We  have  written  to  Rot.  Manclus  on  this  matter. 
We  wlah  Mr.  Leyt  as  well  as  yourself  abundant  grace  and  blessing  and  that  you 
may  labor  with  Joy  in  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel. 

We  notice  with  gladness  in  reference  to  the  baptism  of  children,  that  the  public 
administration  of  it  in  the  chnrch  Is  adhered  to.  Neyertheless,  considering  the 
reasons  placed  before  as,  we  decide  that  in  cases  of  necessity  sick  children  may 
be  baptised  In  the  honse.  Bnt  this  privilege  must  not  be  abused.  The  congre- 
gation also  must  be  faithfully  Instructed  and  warned  against  all  superstition, 
which  may  frequently  be  connected  with  this  thing. 

Finally,  we  commend  you  to  the  Lord  and  his  grace,  while  we  call  ourselTCS  with 
esteemed  and  brotherly  good-will,  Rererend  Sir  and  Much-esteemed  Brother,  Your 
Brethren  and  Berrants  to  command, 

B.   Brouwer,   Depp.  CL  h.  t.   Praeses. 

M.  Schnetlage,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Scrlba. 
Amsterdam,  May  5,  1740. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Bev.  John  Arondeus,  etc*     May  5, 

1749.     Vol.  80,  page  188,  No.  88. 

To  Bey.  Mr.  Arondeus  and  the  flye  churches  of  Queens  County. 

Respected  Sirs  and  Brethren: —  We  have  learned  with  sorrow  of  the  many  ac- 
cusations brought  in  against  Rev.  Mr.  Arondeus,  as  also  the  unwillingness  of  him 
and  his  adherents  to  confer  with  the  Rev.  Coetus,  or  a  Committee  of  the  same, 
for  the  settling  of  these  matters,  or  to  effect  an  association  for  them.  We  have, 
therefore,  requested  the  Bey.  Coetus  to  summon  the  parties  and  to  Inquire  into 
matters,  and  to  settle  them  in  the  best  manner  possible.  This  may  prevent  still 
further  evils  which  are  apt  to  spring  from  such  affairs. 

While  we  trust  that  our  request  will  receive  the  Immediate  attention  of  the 
Bev.  Coetus,  we  also  earnestly  admonish  yon  not  to  keep  yourself  aloof  from  them 
but  to  contribute  everything  in  your  power  to  secure  a  settlement  of  the  difficul- 
ties and  to  make  the  task  easy  under  the  Lord's  blessing.  If  It  should  happen 
thnt  you  cannot  possibly  follow  this  course,  or  if  the  affair  Is  not  thus  brought 
to  an  end,  we  must  request  all  the  documents  to  be  transmitted  to  us  in  a  proper 
manner,  that  we  may  give  a  decision.  But  we  trust  this  may  not  be  necessary. 
With  brotherly  greeting,  we  subscribe  ourselves, 

B.   Brouwer,   Depp.   CI.   p.   t.   Praeses. 
M.  Schnetlage,  Depp.  CI.  p.  t.  Scrlba. 
Amsterdam,  May  8,  1749. 

The  Classis  of  Amstbbdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Henry  Boel,  May  6,  1749. 

Vol  30,  page  139,  No.  84. 

To  BeT.  Mr.  Boel. 

Bererend  Sir  and  Much-esteemed  Brother: —  We  cannot  help  expressing  our  great 
mrprise,  that  you  are  not  only  unwilling  to  Join  the  Coetus,  but  that  you  would 
dlMuade  others  from  doing  so,  and  that  you  do  this  under  pretest  of  wishing  to  be 
directly  subject  to  the  Classis.    But  it  was  the  Classis  itself  which  decided,  that 
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It  would  hare  been  tar  more  pnideat  for  ron  flr«t  t< 
Claula.  Aa  it  la  obiiODi  that  tblnga  of  tbli  sort  are  i 
■nd  a  tralD  of  otIIb,  we  reqont  ;on  and  admonlab  j 
Menda,  to  abitalo  from  all  such  deedi  hereafter.  "W* 
to  Join  tbe  Coeloa  for  the  promotloD  of  tbe  good  of  t 
roa  cannot  follow  oar  rauniel  In  tbla  that  ;au  do  not 
■iolng  BO.  much  leaa  binder  tbem. 
We  commend  Toa  to  God  and  tbe  word  of  bis  Grace, 

Her.   Sit,   Uucb-eateemed   Brotber,   Yoar  aetvanta    t 

Tbe  membera  ot  th>  Claaala  of  AoutertlBm,  In 

B.   Bronwer, 

H.  SnctlSKe. 

m.  Mar  6.  1T4S. 


Chassis  of  Austekdai 

Acta  of  the  Depatiee  and  their  Coi 

Clawia  of  Amsterdam  to  Kev.  Fred.  Muz 
ToL  30,  p.  141,  No.  86 

RtT.  sir:  That  the  complalnta  made  br  many  acalni 
Anet  aa  anbecomln^  a  clersfnuin,  are  painful  to  ua,  fo 
will  giTt  ua  the  credit  of  being  men  harlas  a  deaUe  fi 
and  the  edlncatlon  of  tbe  Cbnrch,  and  wbo  woald  also 
■Dd  prescfTed.  We  will  not  enfold  at  lenstb  the  all 
Beielj  aaT  Ibat  we  must  IndorEe  the  conduct  of  the  co 
penalon.  trnatlpg  that  thla.  aa  a  cbaatliemetit  of  God,  i 
to  ;Dur  aonl  through  tbe  merdn  of  Ood.  To  nae 
tequeated  the  ReT.  Coetns  to  take  the  matter  In  hani 
pwalble,  to  settle  It  In  our  aame.  And  we  moat  warn  ; 
to  prcaent  roarselt  before  It  tiud  to  nbmlt  In  thla  pt 
dealre  to  appear  before  Coetna  aa  a  commltteel  We  dc 
ron  will  refose  tbla  at  preaent.    You  wonld  In  auch  ct 
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Cukssis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Church  of  Nieuwtuyn  (New- 
town), May  5,  1749.     Vol.  30,  p.  140.     No.  86. 

by  Sirs  aud  Esteemed  Brethren: — 

reply  to  yours  of  Dec.  9,  1748»  we  briefly  say:    That  we  recommend  your 

Cor  the  furtherance  of  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  Church;  yet  we  cannot 

lend  the  electing  and  ordaining,  on  the  same  day,  by  domlne  Boel,  of  mem- 

of  a  Consistory,  In  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  many.     Neither  do  we  com- 

.  his  Rev.  for  baptising  many  children  who  had  previously  been  baptised  by 

Goetschlus,  upon  his  own  authority,  and  without  first  seeking  advice.    It  la 

that  the  Classis  once  advised  this  course,  In  regard  to  those  baptised  by  Rev. 

amoet;  but  this  Is  a  matter  of  so  much  Importance,  and  the  circumstances 

so  greatly  differ  In  different  cases,  that  It  would  have  been  better  for  Rev. 

who  had  no  specific  directions,  not  to  have  proceeded  so  summarily  In  thla 

We  have  written  to  him  and  to  the  Coetus  about  this  matter.     As  to  the 

rmatlon  of  marriages  by  Rev.  Goetschlus  before  his  (regular)  ordination,  we, 

>ut  hesitation  declare  such  marriages  lawful. 

ving  nothing  more  to  communicate,  we  commend  you  and  your  church  to  God 
:o  the  Word  of  his  Grace,  which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to  give  yon  aa 
Itance  among  them  who  are  sanctified.  May  He  graciously  be  with  yo«» 
i^reatly  bless  you  aud  yours,  both  in  body  and  spirit. 

Signed  as  before, 
erdam.  Mny  5,  1749. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  church  of  Tappan,  May  5,  1749. 

Vol.  30,  page  141,  No.  87. 

le  Church  of  Tappan. 

•rthy  and  Beloved  Brethren  and  Friends: —  It  is  painful  to  us  to  be  obliged  to 
of  the  sad  condition  of  the  church  of  Tappan,  caused  clilefly  by  the  conduct 
>ur  pastor.  Rev.  Muselius.  May  the  liord  have  mercy  upon  you,  and  be 
ous  to  your  church.  He  is  able  to  do  for  us  far  more  abundantly  than  we  can 
>r  thiuls.  We' exhort  you  to  search  the  Scriptures  with  more  earnestncM. 
with  a  humble  and  prayerful  heart  seek  to  become  Imbued  with  the  teach- 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  that  incomparable  teacher,  and  who  will  gladly  teach  the 
It  suppliant  of  his  ways.  We  have  committed  the  case  of  Rev.  Musellus  to 
tev.  Coetus,  to  investigate  it  fully,  and,  if  possible,  to  settle  it.  We  tmet 
Rev.  Muzelius  will  voluntarily  submit  himself  to  this,  our  resolution.  Do  you 
'heerfully  perform  everything  in  your  power  to  bring  to  an  end.  In  some  way, 
roubleHome  affair.  We  wish  you  abundant  blessing  and  grace  from  the  Father 
hts,  and  from  the  fullness  of  our  loving  Savior, 
the  Name  of  all, 

B.   Brouwer.    Depp.   Ci.   p.   t.   Praesea. 

M.  Snetiage,  Depp.   CI.  p.  t.   Scrlba. 
erdam.  May  5,  1749. 

(Printed  also  in  Cole's  TappaA.) 
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CiAssis  OF  Amstesdaic. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Bev.  Coetns,  May  5th,  1749. 

Vol.  30,  page  143,  No.  88. 

To  the  Kev.  Coetus  of  New  York. 

Rev.  Sirs,  Much-esteemed  and  Beloved  Brethren: — In  reply 
to  your  respected  letter,  signed  hy  Messrs.  Erickson  as  President 
and  Bitzema  as  Secretary,  written  apparently  about  April,  1748, 
and  sent  to  us  with  the  Minutes  of  your  Coetus  of  September  Stk 
seq.,  1747,  we  write :  We  have  learned  of  the  beginning  of  the 
Coetus  with  much  satisfaction,  and  we  are  greatly  pleased  that 
you  did  not  send  us  merely  extracts  of  the  Minutes,  but  that  von 
sent  them  to  us  in  full.  We  will  write  to  those  gentlemen  who 
oppose  the  Coetus.  You  will  learn,  in  particular,  before  long, 
what  are  our  sentiments  concerning  Muzelius.  The  examination 
of  van  der  Linden  and  Leigt  (Leydt)  as  presented  in  your  Min- 
utes, gives  us  much  satisfaction  and  pleasure;  also  the  fact  thtt 
you  had  resolved  that  no  student  should  preach  except  in  the 
presence  of  a  minister,  and  that  no  individual  minister  should 
have  the  right  to  make  application  to  hold  an  examination  pri- 
vately. The  appointment  of  the  three  Quarituos,  (Visitors?)  and 
the  division  of  the  Coetus  into  three  subdivisions,  called  circuit*', 
(ringen),  appears  to  us  to  be  excellent.  But  in  regard  to  your 
fixing  a  certain  amount  to  be  paid  Coetus  for  examination,  either 
preparatory  or  final,  (preparatoir  or  peremptoir),  we  remark,  that 
this  seems  to  imply  that  you  expect  examinations  to  take  plac^ 
quite  frequently  henceforth;  but  such  a  thought  by  no  means 
agrees  with  the  intentions  of  Classis. 

In  reference  to  your  letter  of  Aug.  19  (20),  1748,  sent  to  m 
together  with  the  Minutes  of  the  Coetus,  we  observe  that  we 
rejoice  at  the  progress  of  the  Coetus  notwithstanding  the  oppo- 
sition of  some :    We  allude  especially  to  Rev.  Mancius :     In  his 
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^^srylmation  of  Eev.  Fryenmuth  he  has  in  no  way  satisfied  the 
"X^tentions  of  Classis.  In  our  indulgence  we  only  stood  by  what 
^^  had  done,  because  it  could  not  be  done  over  again;  but  we  also 
^^vised  him  that  the  baptisms  administered  by  Eev.  Fryenmoet 
le>Tevious  to  his  qualification  must  be  considered  unlawful 

We  have  already  alluded  to  your  action  regarding  Messrs.  van 
tSier  Linden  and  Leight,  as  mentioned  in  your  Minutes.     Respect- 
ing  your  request  to  examine  Mr.  Verbryck,  made  with  much 
earnestness,  and  urged  by  Rev.  Frielinghuyzen,  we  have  to  re- 
mark that  Classis  according  to  their  previous  resolution,  would 
have  to  deny  this  request.     Yet  it  will  permit  you  to  examine 
this  one  young  man,  but  no  more,  because  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  and  the  letter  of  Rev.  Frielinghuyzen  show  (that  to 
refuse)  might  lead  to  great  and  injurious  results.     Furthermore 
we  accept  the  submission  of  Goetshius  and  acquiesce  in  the  well- 
grounded  rejection  of  Schenema;  also  the  Rules  adopted  for  the 
government  of  the  Coetus,  on  the  whole,  please  us,  excepting  the 
fixing  of  a  simi  to  be  paid  for  examinations,  to  which  we  above 
took  exception. 

In  reply  to  yours  of  Dec.  12th  1748,  we  remark,  that  we  are 
pleased  to  learn  of  the  further  preferments  of  Revs.  Vanderlinden 
and  Leight,  and  of  the  joy  of  the  congregations  thereat;  also  that 
copies  of  the  certificates  (of  ordination)  given  to  them,  are  kept 
by  the  Coetus  as  liggers,  (specimens?)  We  have  nothing  further 
to  say  about  the  Minutes,  except  that  we  had  gladly  seen  that  the 
Catechism  by  Rev.  (Theodore)  Frielinghuyzen  had  been  sent  to 
the  Classis  for  their  examination  and  approval.  But  as  this  could 
not  very  well  be  attended  to  by  us,  because  of  several  circum- 
stances, we  request  you  to  examine  it  carefully,  and  if  you  ap- 
prove of  it,  it  may  subsequently  be  approved  in  the  name  of  the 
Olassis. 

Now  concerning  the  Committee  on  the  businesfci  of  Goetschius, 
and  their  letter  of  August  19,  1748,  with  certain  documents: 
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We  thank  those  gentlemen  for  the  manifold  labors  which  thej 
have  expended  on  this  case.  We  commend  their  zeal,  miitedtf 
it  was  with  fidelity  and  forbearance.  We  were  also  pleased  te 
learn  that  you  decided  that  Mr.  Goetschius  could  not  be  oonad- 
ered  as  a  minister^  and.  that  unanimously  you  declared  hhn  ooIt 
a  candidate;  and  we  are  glad  that  he  has  been  favorably  regwded 
at  Hackensack.  But  we  are  sorry  that  the  committee  eonld 
accomplish  nothing  more  toward  the  regular  choosing  of  con- 
sistories and  the  calling  of  ministers.  AVe  fear  further  distnrb- 
anceSy  even  as  we  have  observed  with  concern  the  disaffeeoon 
which  has  since  arisen  in  the  church  in  Queens  county. 

We  are  also  astonished  at  the  conduct  of  Boel  in  the  aHuoA 
at  Newtown,  both  in  the  manner  of  his  choosing  and  ordainiog 
a  consistory  therein,  as  well  as  in  his  rebaptizing  children  fo^ 
merly  baptized  by  Rev.  Goetschius.  He  received  no  authori^ 
from  the  Classis  to  do  either  the  one  or  the  other.  Did  he  do  the 
latter  in  accordance  vdth  the  advice  of  Classis,  in  somewhat  njni- 
lar  circumstances,  to  Rev.  Mancius?  Nevertheless  it  would  hive 
been  better  if  he  had  first  sought  advice  in  reference  U)  the  mat 
ter,  and  this  Classis  will  also  inform  him  of  it. 

Wc  also  hear  with  much  concern  of  the  accusations  against 
Rev.  Arondeus;  of  the  unwillingness  of  him  and  his  adherent? 
to  confer  conceraing  these  with  Rev.  Coetus  or  its  Committee, 
in  order  to  reach  some  agreement;  and  then  also  that  no  le*? 
grave  complaints  are  presented  against  Rev.  Van  Sinderin  by  the 
elders  of  Breukelen,  Flatbush,  Utrecht,  Bay  (?),  etc.,  in  a  letter 
dated  Jan.  9,  1849. 

Now  all  these  matters  appear  to  us  so  contradictory,  confused 
and  obscure,  that  we  must  request,  as  we  hereby  do,  that  Coetus 
will  be  kind  enough  to  summon  these  parties  before  it,  and  in- 
vestigate all  matters,  and  settle  them  in  the  best  way  possible. 
If  this  cannot  be  done,  we  request  that  the  documents  and  proof? 
on  both  sides  be  sent  to  us,  in  such  an  order  that  we  may  properlj 
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decide  upon  them.     We  will  then  write  to  these  congregations 
upon  these  affairs  in  a  serious  manner. 

We  are  also  deeply  concerned  about  the  sad  condition  of  the 
oongregation  at  Tappan  through  the  misconduct  of  Kev.  Muzelius. 
This  has  also  been  confirmed  to  us  by  a  letter  from  the  elders 
at  Tappan,  dated  Nov.  8,  1748;  as  well  as  by  one  from  Revs. 
Haeghoort  and  Goetschius,  as  president  and  secretary  of  a  Com- 
mittee. We  commend  the  action  of  that  committee  even  so  far 
aa  the  censure  they  inflicted.  But  to  secure  every  right,  we 
would  gladly  see  the  Coetus  also  take  hold  of  this  case  and  settle 
it.  We  shall  by  letter  order  Rev.  Muzelius  to  present  himself 
before  the  Coetus,  and  submit  himself  to  its  sentence  imder  pen- 
alty of  deposition. 

Furthermore,  we  leave  it  to  the  consideration  of  Kev.  Coetus, 
whether  no  means  can  be  devised  to  prevent  the  congregations 
in  that  country  from  dealing  so  loosely  with  their  pastors;  oblig- 
ing them  to  live  up  to  their  calls,  and  fulfill  their  promises  in 
regard  to  salaries. 

With  this  much  we  must  close  for  the  present.  With  brotherly 
esteem  and  love  we  commend  you  and  your  churches  and  all 
who  are  near  and  dear  to  you  to  God  and  the  word  of  his  grace. 
May  the  Lord  enlighten,  support,  assist  and  encourage  you,  and 
greatly  bless  you  in  your  labors  in  the  rescue  of  many  precious 
souls. 

Rev.  Sirs,  Much-esteemed  and  Beloved  Brethren,  Your  Rever- 
ences' Servants  to  command,  the  Members  of  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  In  the  Name  of  all, 

B.  Brouwer,  Depp.  CI.  p.  t.  Praeses. 
M.  Schnetlage,  Depp.  CI.  p.  t.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam,  May  5,  1749. 
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Glassis  of  Akstesdaic. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Corre8poiiden.ce. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuyaeii,  May 

5,  1749,    Vol.  30,  page  146,  No.  89. 

Reverend  Sir  and  Brother: — ^We  were  very  glad  to  learn  frofB  jwat  letts  tf 
July  nth  1748  of  yonr  safe  arrival  in  your  field  of  labor,  the  extent  and  latercitei 
condition  of  the  Church  and  your  anxiety  to  instruct  it  and  build  It  up.  May  tk» 
Lord  grant  unto  you  more  abundantly  of  hia  grace,  aasist  and  bleas  you  la  jtm 
labors  unto  his  own  glory  and  the  salvation  of  souls. 

We  are  delighted  that  you  intend  to  unite  with  the  Coetns.  We  not  only  vp 
you  to  persevere  in  this,  but  trust  that  you  will  also  seek  to  Induce  your  wortkr 
Consistory  to  do  the  same.  Impress  upon  them  the  fact  that  the  holdiag  of  i 
Coetus  will  not  Infringe  upon  their  liberties  but  will  rather  establish  them;  sal 
that  such  a  body,  with  the  Lord's  blessing  will  tend  to  prevent  disorders  and  ess- 
fusion,  which  entire  independence  or  Congregationalism  maj  give  rlae  to. 

Classis  would  gladly  have  seen  your  Catechism  prevlona  to  Its  pubUcatfoa.  tkit 
we  might  have  examined  and  approved  It.  But  for  the  reasons  that  yon  mestS«. 
we  will  now,  in  our  good  will,  permit  it  to  be  examined^  and  If  nothing  be  tmak 
therein  to  forbid  publication,  to  be  approved  by  the  Goetns,  In  the  name  of  tk» 
Classis;  but  this  permission  must  not  be  taken  as  a  precedent. 

We  notice,  in  your  letter  of  Aug.  15,  1748,  with  great  satisfaction,  the  exccltesl 
and  very  commendable  reports  respecting  Mr.  Samuel  Verbryck;  bnt  the  vaj  li 
which  you  request  Classis  to  order  the  examination  and  promotion  of  that  geslh- 
man,  and  the  arguments  you  use  to  strengthen  your  request,  appear  doubtfsl  ti 
us.  Classis  will  yet  this  once  permit  an  examination  In  the  case  of  this  geslh- 
man,  by  the  Rev.  Coetus,  in  its  name;  but  it  is  clearly  seen  already,  fron  |f« 
letter,  what  the  consequences  would  be.  If  such  permissions  irere  granted 
frequently.  It  is,  therefore,  our  Intention,  not  readily  to  prant  such 
again. 

And  now  we  commend  you  to  God  and  the  word  of  his  grace,  etc.,  etc 

In  the  Name  of  the  Clafisfs  of  Amsterdam, 

B.   Brouwer,  Depp.    ClafisiR.  p.   t. 
M.  SchnetlaKe.   Depp.  Cl.   p.   t,   Scriba. 
Amsterdam,  May  5,  1749. 

Classis  op  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Eev.  G.  Haeghoort,  May  5. 

1749.     Vol.  30,  page  149,  No.  91. 

To  Rev.  Mr.  H.iogoort  of  Second  River. 

Rev.  Sir  and  Much-esteemed  Brother: — We  can  reply  briefly  to  your  letter  rf 
Nov.  10,  1748,  inasmuch  as  with  reference  to  many  matters  mentioned  therein,  wt 
have  already  written  to  the  Rev.  Coetus.  This  body  has  been  requested,  if  pit- 
Bible,  to  settle  the  Tappan  case.  In  regard  to  Mr.  Fryenmoet,  we  gave  Btf. 
Mancius  and  others  liberty  to  advance  him.  The  business  was  not.  howem^ 
carried  out  Just  according  to  the  intentions  of  Classis;  nererthelcss  we  ktft 
approved  it,  or  at  least  acquiesced  In  it,  from  indulgence,  and  hrcaon  tht 
when  once  accomplished  could  not  very  well  be  repeated.  Hkm 
Istered  by  Rev.  Fryenmoet  before  his  ordination,  the  Ctesato  lit 
and  theretoTo  xoXA. 
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In  regard  to  your  Inclination  to  go  to  Pennaylyaaia,  we  see  no  good  reason  fbr 
permitting  It.  We  advise  yon  to  remain  with  yonr  congregation,  and  labor 
Uiereln,  with  God's  help,  until  a  lawful  call  to  another  place  may  come  to  you  In 
kJae  power  of  God.  Who  knows  how  much  good  you  may  yet  do  In  your  present 
Held  under  the  power  of  dlrlne  grace.  We  will  write  to  your  congregation  that 
Uiej  treat  you  properly  according  to  their  obligations.  We  commend  you  to  Qod. 
mnd  wish  you  and  all  who  are  dear  to  you  abundant  blessing  and  grace  from  the 
follnefls  of  our  DlTlne  Savior. 
Your  ReTS.  etc.,  etc. 

In  Name  of  Classls, 

B.  Brouwer,  Depp.  CI.  p.  t.  Praeses. 
M.  Bchnetlage,  Depp.  CL  p.  t  Scrlba. 
Amoterdam, 

May  8,  1748l 

Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

ActB  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  G.  Du  Bois^  May  5th,  1749. 

Vol.  30,  page  161,  No.  93. 

To  Key.  Mr.  Du  Bols  at  New  York. 

Rev.  Sir  and  Highly-esteemed  Brother:—  If  you  were  pleased  to  consider  the 
letter  privately  addressed  to  you  by  the  Deputies  of  the  Classls  as  a  proof  of  our 
affection  and  esteem  for  you,  let  this  one  also  serve  as  an  evidence  of  the  same, 
although  the  multiplicity  of  our  affairs  and  the  shortness  of  our  time  compell  us 
to  be  brief.  The  Irregularities  and  disturbances  In  your  country  are  painful  not 
only  to  you,  but  to  us  also,  and  for  many  reasons.  We  hope  to  be  instrumental  In 
removing  them,  and  trust  our  endeavors  thereto  may  be  owned  by  the  Ood  of 
order,  peace  and  love.  Your  letters  greatly  please  us.  We  Jire  rejoiced  that  at 
your  great  age,  you  retain  through  the  Lord's  mercy  so  much  spirit  and  power  to 
labor  In  the  Word  of  the  Lord,  that  until  recently  you  preached  twice  a  day. 
Worthy  father,  may  the  Lord  yet  cause  you  to  bear  much .  fruit  In  your  old  age. 
May  He  fill  you  with  His  spirit,  and  sustain  and  strengthen  you  by  His  hand  and 
power.  In  His  unbounded  love  may  He  quicken  you,  causing  you  to  walk  in  the 
light  of  His  countenance  and  In  the  consolation  of  His  spirit,  and  that  you  may 
flnlsh  your  course  with  joy.  At  last,  like  the  righteous  Simeon  may  you  depart  In 
peace,  supported  by  the  certain  expectation  of  the  reward  of  grace  which  Is 
promised  to  the  faithful  servants  of  the  Lord. 

In  the  name  of  all, 

B.  Brouwer,  Depp.  CI.  p.  t.  Praeses. 
M.  Schnetlage,  Depp.  CI.  p.  t.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam, 

May  6,  1747. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

May  5,  1740.    To  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  and  Rev.  G.  W.  Mandus. 

Rev.,  Very  Learned  Gentlemen,  and  Much-esteemed  Brethren: —  In  reply  to 
yours,  written  Jan.  4th  1747,  and  despatched  In  July,  1748,  we  reply,  that  we  are 
astonished  at  the  reflections  you  make  upon  the  examination  and  qualification  of 
Rev.  Fryenmoet.  We  think  that  it  is  clear  from  our  former  letter,  that  the  thing 
took  place  contrary  to  our  Intention  although  we  kindly  approved  of  it,  and  that 
the  affair  of  Rev.  Bohm  is  of  a  different  character. 
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The  Classls  Is  sorry  that  yon  do  not  faror  the  Goetus,  bat  decide  asalast  II 
Also  that  Rev.  Mancius  makes  objections  to  allowing  Rev.  Leigh  (Leydt)  to  pntdi, 
although  he  has  been  examined  and  qualified  by  the  Coetns  In  the  name  U  thi 
Classis.    We  can  see  nothing  but  eril  consequences  from  such  conduct. 

We  do  not  wish  to  deny  that  there  may  come  up  matters  for  conslderatlM  li 
the  Coetus,  which  may  create  trouble,  but  since  the  Classls  Intends  to  use  aU  taut 
sight  and  prudence  in  the  arrangement,  it  seems  plain  that  your  appr^csitai 
are  exaggerated.  The  failure  to  have  a  Coetus.  may,  in  oar  Jodgemeat  oeeHtn 
disturbance,  and  favor  Congregationalism.  (Indepentismus.)  If  yoa  persist  la  db* 
approving  of  a  Coetus,  and  in  expressing  your  opposition  thereto,  the  Claarii  eti- 
not  promise  you  that  it  will  retain  its  hearty  good-will  to  correspond  with  jm. 
and  to  assist  you,  according  to  ability,  with  counsel  and  deeds.  In  brotherly  lsi«. 
For  it  perceives  your  unwillingness  to  take  its  counsel  In  a  matter,  which,  fna 
its  very  nature,  proves  that  the  Classls  determined  upon  it,  with  the  single  dalif 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  Church  in  your  country.  (Referring  to  the  estaMM- 
ment  of  a  Coetus.)  With  this  declaration,  we  request  yon  again.  In  a  friendty  al 
brotherly  manner,  to  receive  our  counsel  and  suggestions.  Thas  will  yon  ilsv 
your  willingness  to  be  subordinate  to  Classis,  according  to  the  professions  of  esttta 
which  you  are  pleased  to  make.  We  hope  that  this  may  be  the  case,  and  we  vffl 
rejoice  to  be  so  informed.  We  pray  that  the  God  of  grace,  from  the  folBea  iC 
his  Son,  may  pour  out  upon  yon  abundantly  of  his  grace  and  love  and  Spiitt,  ■ 
well  as  upon  your  labors,  and  upon  all  who  are  dear  to  yon. 

(Signed  as  aboni) 
Amsterdam,  May  5,  1749. 


C14ASSIS  OF  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Church  of  Second  River,  (Belle 
ville),  May  5,  1749,  Vol.  30,  page  150.     No.  92. 

To  the  Congreiratlon  at  Second  River. 

Worthy  and  Kespected  Friends: —  We  send  this  letter  in  lore,  haying  umaaxi 
the  office  of  an  advocate  toward  you  in  behalf  of  our  esteemed  brother,  your  pastor. 
Rev.  G.  Haegboort.  We  onn  do  this  the  more  confidently  and  earnestly,  becaoft 
while  be  labors  among  you  faithfully  and  through  the  Lord's  blessing  not  witkoit 
fruit,  we  have  learned  that  he  has  more  than  once  declined  a  call  for  yonr  salt. 
The  laborer,  you  kuow,  Is  worthy  of  his  hire;  and,  thou  shalt  not  mosale  the  a 
that  treadeth  out  the  corn.  You  are  aware  what  the  law  has  reference  to.  Osckt 
it  not  generally  and  in  love  to  be  obeyed?  Ought  you  to  suffer  your  pastor  to  bi 
disheartened,  and  to  lack  the  necessaries  of  life?  Is  It  possible  tliat  yon  will  MC 
grant  him  the  repairs  needed  for  his  house?  Must  he  suffer  the  lack  of  flre-weidl 
and  ought  he  not  to  be  paid  his  salary  pleasantly?  It  is  disagreeable  to  a  ti 
mention  such  things,  and  we  fear  it  Is  equally  annoying  to  you.  Let  then  yssr 
love  take  all  such  unpleasant  things  out  of  the  way.  Receive  our  reminder  in  kfn 
and  friendship.  Gratify  us  by  acting  in  this  business  and  in  eTerythin^  that  yaar 
pastor  may  be  encouraged  and  incited  to  serve  you  with  greater  seal  aad  chetf- 
fulness. 

We  commend  both  you  and  him  to  the  Lord.  We  trust  he  may  be  a  bloni 
instrumentality  in  the  Lord's  hands  to  the  salvation  of  many  soola. 

Signed  as  ahsf^ 
Amsterdam,  May  5,  1740. 
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Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

Letters  to  Foreign  Lands. 

1749,  May  (6?)  At  the  meeting  of  Classis  in  May,  1749, 
jtters  were  read  as  follows:   One  to  Rev.  Ritzema,  of  New  York 

ad  to  the  Consistory  of ;  to  Rev.  de  Ronde;  to  the 

tlrarch  of  Queens  County;  to  Rev.  Boel,  of  New  York;  to  the 
Jonfiistory  of  Newtown;  to  Rev.  Muzelius,  at  Tappan;  to  the 
hurch  there;  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York;  to  Rev.  Frielinghuy- 
en  at  Albany;  to  the  Consistory  of  Kingston;  to  Rev.  Haeghoort; 
o  the  Church  of  Second  River;  to  Rev.  Du  Bois,  of  New  York; 
ill  of  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  Copy  Book,  (Vol.  30.) 

At  the  Classis  of  June,  1749,  a  letter  was  read  to  the  Coetus 
>f  Pennsylvania;  also  one  to  Rev.  Bohm;  to  be  found  as  above. 
Acts  of  Deputies,  xxiii.  18. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  May?  1749?    xxiii.  125-C,  xxiii.  128. 

Letter  from  G.  Hagoort,  J.  H.  Goetschius,  (committee  on  Muze- 
lius case),  dated  Nov.  8,  1748,  with  some  addenda. 

Tbese  two  gcntlemeu,  as  President  and  Clerk  of  the  Committee,  confirm  the  ml»* 
leliaTlor  and  obstinacy  of  Rev.  Muzelius,  in  refusing  to  appear  before  the  Com- 
nlttee,  or  to  reply  to  the  accusations  sent  to  him  in  writing;  although  they  an4 
lieir  consistories  had  been  at  Tappan  twice  on  this  affair.  They  had,  therefore, 
manimously  suspended  him  from  his  office,  asking  us,  and  leaving  us  to  decide 
rbat  1b  to  be  further  done  in  this  case. 

For  the  further  elndicatlon  and  Justlficatiou  of  that  action,  we  have  sent  over 
Jie  following  papers: 

1.  A  declaration  under  oath,  by  several  witnesses,  made  before  the  Justice  of 
tke  peace,  Abraham  Harm,  who  testify  to  the  habitual  drunkenness  of  Rev. 
Ifiiseiius  as  well  as  his  wife;  but  mostly  of  the  man,  who  also  makes  himself 
•dlous  by  cursing  and  swearing. 

Yea,  that  once  on  a  Monday,  after  he  had  on  Sunday  evening  distributed  (the 
•iemente?),  he  was  seen  in  a  tap-house  with  a  company  playing  at  bowling,  and 
diinking  punch. 

2.  A  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  the  Committee  to  Rev.  Muselius,  with  a  state- 
Bent  of  the  grievances  brought  against  him,  and  the  request  to  him  to  answer 
tlwm. 

8.  A  copy  of  the  accusations  brought  against  Rev.  Musellus  by  the  consistory, 
ia  regard  to  the  neglect  of  bis  office,  and  his  evil  conduct  in  respect  to  one  John 
Bitlier. 
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Letter  from  the  ConBistor;  of  Eingeton,  da' 

TblH  letter  wUcb  wm  Dot  kdI  till  lair  ITM.  and  ma  ■ 
(>■  Preildent)  afrcea  Bubstantlallr  with  Ua  prertooa  ooe, 

ClASSIS  OV  AUSTERDAK. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,    xxiti.  V. 
Letter  from  the  C^arch  of  Jamaica,  (by  the 
dated  Jan.  7,  1740} 

1.  Tbej  tbank  na  for  the  trouble  we  took  In  the  caac  at 
adTlee  (Itcd  them  regardlns  the  appolatment  of  a  (new)  t 
that  conglatorj')  to  look  out  for  a  capable  and  wlde-awak* 
Ing  hoir  coDdstory  coald  be  Inatalled  bj  a  nelKhborln;  m 
of  the  Committee  cboeea  by  ua,  or  br  aome  one  aent  hj  t 

2.  Thej  atate  that  ther  had  choaen  a  (new)  conalatorj 
preTlonalf  acted  rb  elders  or  deacone;  which   conalitofT 

B.  They  relate  that  some,  (b^  far  the  feweat,)  made  tPO 
the  adTlce  ol  Rev.  Itltiema,  elected  another  conalatorr, 
Thla,  howerer.  tbej'  declared,  {with  anbmlselon  to  oor  : 
conQlctiuK  with  our  advice,  and  the  order  of  Coetna.  Ol 
made  fraltleu  repreaentatlona  to  Ritiema.  who  pretended 
ArondeuB  was  a  lawfo]  minister;  bnt  the  eaatnrj  (of  tbl 
with  great  praise  (or  Arondeua. 

4.  That  Rer.  Rltiema  had  gone  on  with  the  election,  all 
postpone  the  election  (or  sli  montba:  and,  In  the  meantli 
to  lore  their  opponents.  They  represent  themaelvea  aa  bdi 
ther  also  connlted  with  Rei.  Do  Bola,  at  that  time,  fro 
flver  a  letter. 

Not*  Bene.     This  letter  advlaea  the  Section  of  one  cMi 
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s^^  That  GoetschloB  having  been  adranced  (ordained)  by  the  Coetus,  as  minister 
[ackensack,  has  now  no  senrices  to  conduct  In  their  church;  but  neyertheless 
LQsed  much  confusion  there,  by  means  of  erli  counselors,  and  still  seeks  to 
IL 

B'ota  Bene.    There  Is  added  in  a  note:    Some  of  the  Coetus  are  active  to  return 
^BtBchlus   here   by    trickery,   in    order   to   please   our  opponents   with   political 

fe&^gned,   Jamaica,   January  7.     John   Nostrand,   Abraham   Polhemus,    Dominlcus 
Dirk  Amerman.    xzUL  128,  129. 
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CiASsis  OF  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  1749.  (May?)    xxiii.  129-132. 

letter  from  Long  Island,  signed  by  seven  persons  (of  the  Aron- 

deus  faction).     Jan.  10,  1749. 

This  letter  embraces  two  important  documents. 

L  A  reply  to  certain  accusations  brought  against  Rev.  Arondeus.  These,  it  is 
■Id,  were  procured  by  four  of  the  most  seditious  and  evll-speaklng  persons,  with 
!•  object,  if  ArondeuB  were  again  called,  and  should  live  in  their  part  of  the 
Mintry,  to  bounce  him  out,  by  seditious  means,  or  (to  get)  Classis  (to  do  it);  so 
hftt  thna  the  smaller  party  might  have  hope  of  ruling  both  in  church  and  civil 
■airs. 

nia  accusation,  as  made  up,  they  had  caused  to  be  signed  by  as  many  hands 
|r  poaalble,  and  in  doing  this,  this  plan  was  pursued:  When  they  came  to  a  house 
fkcre  lived  some  one  who  was  friendly  to  Arondeus,  the  letter  was  not  allowed 
I  be  read,  even  though  it  were  requested.  In  other  cases,  the  promise  to  sign 
Wi  required  before  the  letter  was  allowed  to  be  read.  Thereby  the  accusations 
rcre  elicited,  and  include  the  following: 

1.  Arondeus  spoke  of  a  voice  (speech)  of  God  coming  to  him  in  the  night.  His 
Bply  was:  That  his  contract  with  the  church  having  expired,  he  was  solicited  to 
main  indefinitely;  that  thereupon  on  a  certain  night  he  had  fallen  upon  his 
^i«Cfl  to  pray.  After  his  prayer  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  ground  beneath  him 
Mwed,  and  from  this  he  concluded  it  was  best  for  him,  and  also  Ood's  will,  that 
»  should  go  to  Albany,  where  he  had  been  called. 

iL  Arondeus  celebrated  the  Supper  without  reading  the  Form.  Answer:  This 
tw  done  only  on  short  and  rainy  days  with  the  approval  of  one  or  two  elders; 
Bd  for  the  benefit  of  such  as,  after  the  second  service,  had  very  far  to  ride  to 
It  liome. 

8L  Public  Censuring.  Answer:  This  was  done  because  they  did  not  pay  their 
ma,  and  there  was  no  other  means  of  maintaining  the  truth  of  that  fact;  for  it 
-as  said  that  the  Consistory  had  lied  about  it. 

4.  Mot  installing  Van  Sinderen,  with  a  regular  installation  sermon.  Answer: 
te  and  his  party  were  the  cause  of  this.     Arondeus  had  offered  to  preach  such 

■ermon,  or  to  have  Rev.  du  Bois  invited  to  do  so.    This  was  refused. 

5.  The  passing  by  of  houses  in  house- visitation.  Answer:  This  was  done  by 
wolntlon  of  Consistory;  the  reasons  for  which  are  subjoined. 

t.  Arondeus  has  cut  off  Qravesend  (from  services).  Answer:  The  coiitrary  shall 
reaently  appear. 

n.  Accusations  brought  in  against  Van  Sinderen. 

1.  That  on  his  arrival,  he  delayed,  yea,  refused,  to  call  on  Arondeus,  although 

leqoently  requested  by  the  Eiders;  but  finally,  upon  their  strong  Insistence,  came 

Bck  and  went  to  him. 

8:  Tan  Sinderen  had  said  in   Consistory,  In  reference  to  his  request  as  to  the 

ima  In  preaching,  I  have  heard  much  evil  about  you.  and  will  hold  it  tm  true 

'  I  preach  in  the  fore  noon.    Z.  O.  (?) 
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bat  tbe  Utter  rejected  It,  canstantlr  making  Injurloua  n 
tbe  pulpit. 

6.  Tan  SInderen  demioded  tor  hlii  voji^  WTen  moni 
poQDdB,  New  York  moneT,  tot  eipcDses:  tbns  altogetb 
one  ponoda.  sixteen  BbllllcgH  and  Are  p«Dce;  wbUe  Ai 
Baked  odIt  tblrtr-one  pannda. 

8.  Vao  Blnderen  abBCDta  blmsell  fram  CoDitslorr. 
fuBCB  pr,  plura  (?)  to  conclnde  any  bosloesa.  He  aald, 
flmgelsch)  work;   1  think  myself  better  than  all  yoo, 

7.  That  Van  SInderen  Bald  once  nt  tbe  afternoOD  «e 
this  oat  between  the  two  Berrlcea.—  Uanallj  he  la  ont 
five  da7H  !□  the  week.  Tea,  even  an  Satnrdara,  befoi 
aa  mach  aa  twlee  In  the  villain.     Thereby  aome,  being 

8.  He  taught  tbnt  mutual  recoDrlllation  la  not  neceae 
he  aaanmed  to  remore  that  scruple  by  hlmaelf  admlnl 
people  who  lived  In  the  midst  of  wlltul  slanders.  This  h 
I  no  the  Master  of  that  Bread  and  Wine.  He  used  ■ 
both  In  and  oat  ot  the  pnlpll,  tbat  are  nnaeemlr.  Tbe 
tloD  of  the  eldera  upon  rldlenloaa  complalata;  tbe  refn 
AroDdena,  and  yet  partaking  of  the  Supper;  and  eight  I 

All  this  la  confirmed  bf  the  algnatnrea  Of  MrtBln  Hag 

testU;  tbat  not  one,  or  only  aome,  bnt  all  or  theM  Ihl 

established,  under  oath. 

Done  on  Long  lElaiid  and  eonOrmed  at  tbetr  meetlns 

Signed,       Jobn  Iiott,  Lellert  Letfertae,  Folkert  Folki 

Bemsen,  Nicholas  van  Dent,  Abraham  Blom. 

Alter  thiB  there  follows  on  the  folded  leaf,  a  letter 
tbe  cODgregatloDS  named  below,  dated  Jaauary  IE,  1T45 

I.  Declare:  Tbnt  the  dlssenglons  bare  reached  tbe  U| 
look  (orword  with  anxiety  at  to  how,  and  when,  any  bet 
be  btoaght  about. 

II.  That  they  bad  sometimes  thought,  according  to  I 
<lf  we  approved)  that  each  minister  should  continue  witl 
else  bis  leal  according  to  hU  own  best  glftB;  yet  thereby 
People  woDid  meet  each  other,  riding  on  tbe  roid  to  chni 
also  no  fellowship  conld  be  held,  and  In  eTerj  honae  dia 
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Classis  of  Amstebdam. 
Correspondence  from  America. 
'^^:»tain  Elders  and  Magistrates  of  Queens  County,  Long  Island, 

to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  May  10,  1749. 
Portfolio,  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

^(qcIi  respected  Sire,  Fathera  and  Brethren  In  Christ  Jefloe: —  Since  we  have  been 
^xmsoyed  by  a  fresh  oppression  of  the  Seetus,  (Coetns),  we  know  of  no  other 
^^^Kpedlent,  at  present,  than  to  take  refuge  with  yonr  Revs. 

Trhe  said  Coetns  wants  to  arrogate  to  Itself  the  power  to  settle  mlnlstera  over 
*^^iircbes,  wlthont  election  by  the  Elders  and  with  no  regard  to  the  pleasure  of  the 
iter  number  In  the  church,  who  have  to  raise  the  salary;  and  even  over  churches 
blch  were  compelled  to  declare,  publicly  and  earnestly,  that  It  was  not  possible 
»r  them  to  be  In  correspondence  with  It.    As  to  Its  party-spirit,  which  Is  already 
evidence,  the  following  may  serve:    The  Coetus  wanted  to  settle  two  ministers 
Kings  and  Queens  Counties,  respectively,  when  they  had  secured  the  consent 
only  one  third  of  the  membera  of  the  congregations.    The  other  two-thirds  would 
have  been  obliged  to  submit.     But  the  latter  will  never  thus  submit.     For 
^lils  reason  those  of  Kings  County  have  again  called  and  obtained.   Rev.  A.   D. 
CArondeus).    Other  weighty  reasons  have  been  mentioned  In  our  former  letter. 

Now  some  membere  of  the  Coetus  are  saying  everywhere,  that  **  Rev.  A.  D.  Is  on 
XA^ng  Island  In  an  illegal  way,  because  he  was  not  settled  there  by  our  Coetus." 
'Tbls  has  raised  a  serious  question  in  the  churches,  especially  because  the  Rev. 
▼an  Blnderen,  during  the  first  six  months,  week  after  week  publicly  proclaimed 
from  the  pulpit  that  A.  D.  was  unlawfully  there;  and  that,  therefore,  all  his  bap- 
tlsings  and  marryings  had  no  more  legality  than  if  a  negro  had  done  them;  that 
According  to  John  10  : 1,  he  Is  a  thief  and  a  murderer  (?);  and  that  for  his  labors, 
there  is  no  divine  promise  of  blessing;  but  he  is  to  be  cast  out  as  a  false  prophet, 
and  to  be  trodden  under  foot  as  salt  that  has  lost  Its  savor,  etc. 

But  Rev.  A.  D.  has  never,  in  the  pulpit,  cast  reflections  on  Rev.  V.  S.;  but  that 
clown  (schoft)  has  wounded  himself  with  his  own  weapons,  especially,  since  he  has 
been  found  out  as  Intentionally  lying  and  deceiving;  and  worse  yet,  in  defend- 
ing Rev.  Rixlma,  (Ritsema,)  as  his  confederate.  These  two  would  not  have  con- 
cocted their  evil  work  against  us,  if  they  had  not  expected  unrighteous  help  from 
the  Seetus,  (Coetus).  This  appeara  from  the  fact  that  the  former  was  by  his 
consistory  requested  and  advised  to  keep  himself  aloof  from  the  Coetus.  But  he 
gave  answer  —  **  I  shall  go  there  in  spite  of  you  ",  and  he  went.  We  are  Informed 
by  persons  who  were  present,  that  the  Coetus  exhorted  him  to  make  peace  with 
Rev.  A.  D.,  as  the  latter  had  requested  in  writing.  But  he  replied,  **  I  will  never 
make  up  with  him.*' 

No  wonder  that  Rev.  A.  D.  Is  never  seen  on  the  road  except  when  riding  to  or 
from  the  church;  and  is  sick  or  out  of  his  element,  when  he  is  not  studying.  Very 
different  is  It,  however,  with  him,  (Van  Sluderen?);  and  hence  he  has,  with  his 
preaching,  which  is  not  only  nauseating,  but  contains  also  many  falsehoods,  known 
how  to  make  himself  a  burden  to  the  churches,  within  a  year's  time;  and  during 
the  second  year,  to  become  among  them  an  absolutely  savorless  salt.  A  few  weeks 
before  the  last  three  villages  dropped  away  from  him,  this  monster  desired  to 
celebrate  the  Lord's  Supper.  The  elders  of  the  church  told  him  that  there  was 
yet  no  real  occasion  for  it.  V7hereupon  he  said,  as  he  struck  himself  a  heavy  blow 
on  his  breast,  **  I  have  an  inward  longing  to  do  it."  But  such  hypocrisy  was  in 
iwrt  the  cause  of  the  final  defection  of  the  churches  from  him.  And  as  to  Ritzema, 
he  now  tries  to  cover  up  his  lack  of  honor  by  denying  and  twisting  his  own  words. 
As  to  the  rest  of  the  ministers  who  are  favorable  to  the  Coetus,  Rev.  A.  D.  is 
willing  on  his  oath  taken  before  your  Revs,  to  declare  and  prove  that  they  are 
prejudiced  against  us  and  have  already  evinced  it  in  ways  too  many  to  mention. 
In  one  word,  it  is  because  of  their  political  views. 

Moreover,  one  (of  these  ministers)  has  denied  his  own  liandwriting,  after  having 
been  printed  in  the  Complaint-Book. 
Another,  thmt  he  cannot  preach,  on  pretence  ot  aome  ^tVn,  t\\!^t;T  Vol  Va>^'^^^^> 


II 


3076  EccLESiAsnoAi.  Records 

1T49 

back.  hMd  or  nld*;  so  that  throDBh  hU  Freqnpot  DPKlret  a  PmbFt*t1u  )■ 
bHB  niRclr  a  beginning  tbcrr.  sod  flnitllr  bas  taken  tbe  larsetit  pan  of  U>  « 
lion,  nnil  UullI  n  rburrb.  and  baa  alrpad;  Tuniipd  a    lonfi-wlBhcil  t 

A  Iblril  Dnlcb  domlnp  runx  about  an  tbough  he  wouJd  hbj-.  ' 
me?"  TwiTO  tbl»  man  altempled  to  get  abend  of  Kpt.  A.  D.: 
A.  D.  fonnd  It  denlrablo  nod  oeceiwarj  to  tctl  himself  oalled  tr> 
serond  time  when  Rev.  A.  D.  was  bbbId  to  be  called  on  LotiK  I«la 
BoweTer.  be  abanietulty  failed:  and  unir  he  allll  hoMti  bla  wrvtched  »o«i  M 
In  tbe  hope  of  iFettlnR  nonther  place  Ihroiiirb  (be  Coetus. 

Tbe  rourtb,  who  wanta  to  attebd  the  Coetua  U  a  msn  wbo.  aaable  tn 
own  vrlCe  In  her  dUtreiu  of  soul,  caDie  with  her  to  Rev.  A.  D.  *rho 
connole  ber:  but  noir  being  In  the  CoetUH.  he  la  a  leader  (bajis).  and  • 
I>elleie  Ilea  than  Impartial  truth. 

Tbe  flftta  must  aometltaeti  bare  bla  nap  out  before 
acrloua  unplefliuintnesB  In  hla  cbnreh  occaaloned  hj  Re 
llev.  A,  I).,  after  the  latter  hud  been  in  this  cauntrj'  for  mme  weeki.  farlkt* 
of  the  Aeli  ot  Synod  for  the  year  1T42  —  whlrh  resulted  Id  the  much  de^red  ^ 
nf  that  church.  But  Dow  be  la  making  a  big  nulae  among  ua  kboui  the  CaOH 
and  that  wllb  much  aelf  conceit. 

The  alilh  has  blown  the  Lord's  trumpet  with  such  n  foolleh  breath,  thai  ik 
most  of  hla  church  would  he  glad  enough  to  give  him  s  fat  cow.  It  he  temU  ttl 
lekce  tbem.     Knowing  Ihln.  Le,    lun.    la  seeking  to  get   aDOtb«r  place  Ihraift  lit 

Lastly  that  nolnrloua  Goelschlus.  who  with  n  ntiiDber  of  his  studeoti,  Dnv  bi* 
Int«  mlnlctem,  will  Hoob  bring  woe  upoti  us.  dcpcodlag  as  be  does,  oo  a  milvSt 
at  valea.  ua  In  Coetua  we  (tbey?)  are  now  obliged  to  do.  One  reason  iter  oor  tan 
la  that  we  did  cot  approre  bla  flrat  ptomotlob  tordlnatloQ)  b;  Bct.  Doralas.  v* 
bla  own  demand,  and  thftt  ot  hla  adherents^  and  nDOIher  reason  la,  bmBsc  *i 
would  not  dealgnate  the  CIdbhIs  as  ontl  CbrlM,  etc.  ae  did  somo  of  them.  Ik 
last  named.  beHldea  those  students  still  coming  on.  and  the  people  who,  oi  Ik 
RarllSD*.  tiphold  the  FrellngbulEcn  tactlaa.  are  united  tanking  the  Ihral  IW 
"  the  ClBssIs  will  ret  compell  us  to  Join  the  Coetns,  and  then  wf  will  (adai  tl 
cangbt." 

Now,  your  Revs,  may  Judge  whether  we  can  safely  connect  ourselves  witb  MA 
an  association  {aa  tbe  Coetua).  One  of  our  number  has  said  publicly  many  ■  Ilae 
"Will  they  hold  Coetus  on  condition  that,  whenever  one  la  found  guilty  at* 
csnvlcled  ot  iDCvntlonal  deceit,  he  ahall  have  his  hand  chopped  oIT,  nad  Ihnn 
Into  biB  face?"  But  no  members  of  the  Cfletus  bns  yet  replied  Iberelo.  Bui  N 
snch  a  condition,  we  should  be  as  strongly  In  favor  ot  a  OoetDs.  as  tkey  vr 
without  II, 

Behold,  then,  nur  Fathers'  la  there  anything  about  ua  tbat  needs  cnarlcikial 
It  so.  we  Rbsll  acknowledge  II  with  bumble  gratUude.  and  attend  to  II.  Bnt  tnm 
tbe  natural  Churcb  Order,  which  fourfold  Order  bas  been  approved  In  our  chnrrtn. 
we  will  not  depart,  either  through  a  Coetus.  which  would  then  b»  a  aftb  ordv'. 
or  BtlU  leaa,  through  a  Committee,  which  also  Increasen  the  onmI>er:  and  «Utt 
rrommlttee  so  unjustly  and  Impiously  treated  ua,  tbat  thla  alone  would  be  corait 
to  keep  ua  frightened  away  from  their  fellowsblp. 

Nota.  n'ben  In  full  conslslory  these  letters  were  nboat  to  be  signed,  ou  of 
those  Elders,  to  whom  ttev,  V.  8.  declared  that  he  bad  such  n  longing  to  partatt 
of  the  Lord'a  Supper,   was  present:  who   then  said:     "When  Ihey  put   Rev.  T.  8. 

churches,  <l  will  sign  lt.|     Whereupon  tbe  latter  aald,   "Oh.   I  bave  a  letter  tnm 
tbe  Coetas.  and  It  approvea  of  all  my  doings." 

Well  now.   Blrs,    we  are  hoping  tor  a  Hnnl  decision.      It  that   la  advrtw  to  aa. 
we  shall  In  s  lawful  way  follow  out  onr  duty.     It  It  be  In   our  favor,  we  ahall  be 
reedy  at  once.  In  conjunction  with  Klng^  County,  to  call  a  new  mInlMer. 
We  remain  yoar  High  Ilevs,   bumble  bretbren  and  servants  In  tbe  Lord. 

Donwe  DItman 
Dlrck    a.   LnermiB 
Written    on    Lout   Island.    May    10,    174B.  Jnh.   NooMMniBt 

We  tbe  onderalgned  Elders  and  Maglatratca,  residing  In  Queens  County.  lemlff 
to  the  aame  opposite  (these  signaturps.)  Abraham    Polhemloa 

The  Juatlcea  of  tbe  peace  have  signed  It  Hendrtck  Eldeit. 
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^  Census  of  the  Peovince  of  New  Yoek,  1749. 

^^An  account  of  the  number  of  Inhabitants  in  the  Province  of  New 
■=..    York,  taken  May  10th,  1749,  by  order  of  His  Excellency  the 
Honorable  Grovemor  Clinton. 

fVUUuflS 

—  Males       Males      Males  FemalM  White 
_2                                                                                   Wbite      White     White  White  16*ap- 

under  10.   16  to  60.  iU>ove60.  anderl6.  wards. 

<»t7  A  Co.  of  N.  Y 2346       2765          183  2364  3268 

-■   Kings   Oo.    288         437            62  322  301 

"^  Allmny  Co.    2240        2350         322  2137  2087 

^''  <hiceiis  Co 1630        1508         151  1550  1778 

-•-    l>atcheflB  Co 1070       1820         160  1700  1751 

^     Baffolk   Co 2058        1863         248  1060  1060 

Biehmond  Co 431         420           36  424  434 

~     Orange  Oo 1061         856           66  002  800 

''     Westchester    Co 2511       2312         228  2263  2288 

'-     Ulster  Co 813         002         110  810  070 

"  Females 

Males       Males         Hales  Females  Blk. 

Blk.          Blk.           Blk.  Blk.  16  and 

-.-                                                                                       nnder  16     16  to  60.   above  60.  under  16.  upwards 

Olty  &  Co.  of  N.  T 460         610           41  566  701 

-  Kings    Co 232          244           21  137  140 

▲Itmny  Co 800         424           48  334  865 

4)aeen8  Co 800         386           43  245  840 

l>Qtchess  Co 103          155           21  63  70 

Bnffolk  Co 305         355           41  202  288 

Biehmond  Co 88         110           20  03  08 

Orange  Co 62           05           16  84  108 

Westchester  Co 303         270           66  238  270 

Ulster  Co 217         301           50  108  240 

Total  White.  Total  Black. 

City  A  Co.  of  N.  Y 10826  2268 

Kings  Co 1500  788 

Albany  Co 8154  1480 

4)neen8  Co 6617  1428 

Dutchess  Go 7401  421 

Suffolk  Co 8008  1286 

Biehmond  Co 1745  400 

Orange  Co 3874  360 

Westchester  Co 0547  1156 

UUter  Co 3804  1006 


174t 


62756 


10602 


Total  number  of  Inhabitants,  White  and  Black.    73,448. 

G.  Clinton. 

—  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.  vi.  p.  550. 
54 
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Palatine  Olebe  at  Newbitboh. 
Petition  of  Rev.  Michael  C.  Knoll;  May  12,  1749. 

To  his  Rxrellency  the  Honourable  Geom  Clinton  Captain  Genertl,  aufi  fm. 
ernour  In  Chief  in  and  over  the  proTince  ox  New  York  and  the  Territorif*  tMnc 
depending  in  Amerlcu,  Vice  Admirall  of  the  same,  and  Admiral  of  xh*  WHk 
Squadron  of  his  MaJoHty's  Fleet. 


The   Petition  of  Michael   Christian   Knoll  Minister    of   the    Lutheran  prDti 
Congregation  in  the  City  of  New  York,  and  the  Consistory  of  the  said  Cicn 

Humbly  Sheweth 

That  great  numbers  of  protestants  formerly  realdins  within  the  rvom:L<Ai  < 
the  Prince'  palatine  of  the  Rhine  being  driven  out  of  their  native  Conacrr  t;  -x 
Hardships  OccaHloned  by  War  were  obUfced  to  betake  themselves  for  i  B^^t? 
the  Drittisb  Dominions,  and  were  graciously  received  and  encouraged  bj  bee !» 
Majesty  Queen  Ann  —  .... 

That  many  of  the  said  palatines  arriving  within  this  province  of  New  Yorl  bm 
of  them  obtained  Letters  uateut  from  his  late  Majesty  King  George  the  tint  te 
Ing  date  the  eighth  Day  of  December  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  niiwMBti 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninetv  Acres  of  land  at  a  place  called  QcuBidi 
Ulster  County,  whereof  Hve  hundred  acres  were  granted  to  Trustees  t-v  tht  ■ 
BeneUt  and  Behoof  of  a  Lutheran  Minister  forever. 

That  the  said  iirantees  Immediately  entered  upon  the  said  Landi  beiBf  iq 
poor  and  entirely  new  and  uncultivated,  and  very  hard  to  clear,  they  ver^pcs 
great  Difficulties  to  support  themselves  and  Families  by  their  Labocr  tkFrM4a.nri 
could  make  little  or  no  Improvement  upon  the  said  Glebe,  nor  otherw^ce  o^ccHtei 
to  the  support  of  Itellgion  and  the  publlck  Worship  of  God  among  itt^a  Ut  i 
great   number  of  years. 

That  during  thesi>  Kxigendes.  the  Lutheran  Congrecration  of  New  Tort,  tt  VM 
sole  expense,  supplied  them  twice  a  year  by  their  Minister,  who  at  siat«4  $«i« 
attended  upon  them  to  preach  and  Administer  the  Holy  Sacraments  of  Bqls 
and  the  lA^rd's  Supper  among  them. 

That  no  prv>fit  oouid  arise  from  the  said  Glebe  till  within  aboet  fixif^a  ra 
last  past,  and  during  the  whole  Time  no  more  has  been  received  for  th«  atryt 
done  on  the  said  tllebe  by  the  Lutheran  Ministers  of  New  York,  for  prwdLicI 
admiuisiering  the  Sacraments  for  near  thirty  years  last  past  than  aboct  fiv  H 
dred  schipels  of  Wheat. 

That  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  seven,  the  a^i  7t 
entees  became  Intvri^orated  with  the  Lutheran  Congrvpati<~'n  «»  New  Y>rk  ^T  •' "^ 
nant  uuder  the  Hand  and  Seal  of  the  Trustees  of  the  said  G>1>^  a=!  '.t*  S£=.<' 
aud  Consistory  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  New  Y*ork  maiua.ly  ex-^-ie^i  ■:  "-s 
parts  aliitv  whloh  Time  the  said  patentee*  and  :te  «a!1  L-ihrraz  '.'' i^>;-i : 
Now  York  h.ivo  Ikhu  one  Con jrri'ga lion  and  !te  snial'.  r-r.-i -.:■.>.  t  Vi-  **::  r- 
lilThlu  a  few  Y^ars  h.itt  l»eeu  paid  lo  ;ho  Lutheran  Micistrr  cf  :L,*  C::t. 

T^.^^:  i'.i:rl:'.f  the  Time  aforesaid  tbo  sad  Luih-Tac*  hai  ■>•  >•,::".:  a  ?£.i  "^r 
upon  :he  pro:ir.>t*s.  Biii  *o  It  is,  may  it  ploase  yr»ur  Exc^Ile-ry  T"-a:  't-.  l:".i.-^ 
lnh;)l>iia:;ts  I:\!i:^  on  liie  sdid  crantod  L;'.r'i#  be'.njr  n-.-w  rv-i".'*^';  :".-k~a  ♦=.i."  z-.z.'^ 
ha\i:!c  some  of  tboui  sold  :he:r  I^nds  a::!  bought  <-I*ewi.er-.  :ti  jresei*  Iiia:' 
artis  l'.:ivf  liik.  2  i»o-.  asii'-n  therofn">n:  to  ^eprive  yo"::r  p-PT!:::.2*r"  ;f  -i-  *.rn  •  *  r 
a»ul  i;:t!»o.  and  ha^v  ".atfly  hindered  your  pe:l:i';ner   Mljbael   •'lr**:j2  St:..  ^ 


Ar.v!  T.vr  •.•■■:;::  T;--^  *^4■.?  -jTrfr  7rsv  f:c. 

scr..   Johsrr    :•-▼:*   W.:*.  Ja>?*-*  v*-   Fc«Ae?^ 
New  Y,rk  ye  l-.l  .  f  Ma  v.  lUv. 

—  Voc.  Hiss.  3 
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Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

ionsistories  of  the  Five  Churches  in  Kings  Oounty^  long 
ad,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  May  12,  1749.  [Friends 
L.  D.  or  Arondens.] 

PortfoKo,  "New  York  '^  Vol.  L 

yr.  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Ohriat  Jeans: — 

inch  a8»  after  onr  last  writing  to  yonr  Rers.,  it  became  plain  that  Rer. 

ideren  was  determined  to  act  illegally,  in  all  respects,  and  was  irrecon- 

therefore  the  Elders  of  the  three  remaining  Tillages,  did  with  tenderest 
Q,  connsel  and  entreat  him,  for  the  general  peace  in  onr  churches,  that  he 
become  reconciled  with  Rer.  Arondens,  in  accordance  with  the  latters 
offer;  and  that  he  would  also  install  the  newly  elected  Elders  and  Deacons. 

last  point  he  replied,  *'  I  shall  not  install  them  unless  they  promise  not  to 
>r  Rot.  A.  D.'s  preaching,  and  not  to  take  np  collections,'*  (on  his  l>ehalf.) 
id  to  the  other  matter,  he  said,  *'  If  you  want  to  side  with  the  dcTll,  yon 
BO,  but  I  will  not.*'  He  said  the  same  thing  to  others  who  urged  him  thus 
lote  the  welfare  of  the  churches.  Whereupon  the  Elders  found  themselres 
he  extreme  necessity  of  telling  him,  besides  what  It  mentioned  above  — 
1  thus  persist  in  privately  and  publicly  Indulging  in  slanders,  and  In  being 
way  or  another  so  grossly  unaccommodating,  we  shall,  by  virtue  of  our 
)Ut  you  under  censure.    Moreover,  you  might  as  well  understand  that  our 

will  not  pay  you  your  salary,  unless  the  civil  court  here  shall  compell  it  '*. 
ith  the  two  villages  mentioned  before  in  our  letters,  all  have  now  deserted 
ill  but  a  few  persons  who  use  him  as  an  instrument  of  annoyance  to  Rev. 
and  those  who  side  with  him. 

really.  Dear  Sirs,  we  testify  upon  the  dignity  of  our  ecclesiastical  office, 
^v.  Van  Sinderen  Is  unworthy,  and  It  Is  unfitting  that  we  should  any  longer 
conciliation  with  him;  for  his  public  offences  are  too  numerous,  and  his 
ed  temper  and  obstinacy  far  surpass  those  of  some  of  the  black  slaves  here. 
Ifhly  esteemed  Brethren,  we  consider  that  the  Rev.  Van  SInderen*s  restora- 
re  Is  Impossible.  Indeed,  an  English  ^wyer,  here,  has  said  that  he  is 
to  guarantee  this:  that  the  churches  here  are  no  longer  obliged  to  do  that 
hey  formerly  did  for  the  old  ministers. 

A.  D.  has  performed  services  over  here  among  us  now  for  five  years,  with 
cceptance,  and  with  good  results.  It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  It  was 
uch  expense  and  trouble  that  we  have  got  him  back  again.  And,  although 
aderen  has  crossed  A.  D.  from  the  very  first  hour  of  his  arrival,  and  this 
deed,  the  cause  of  A.  D.'s  leaving  us,  and  losing  by  the  change  fifty  pounds, 
i  than  three  hundred  Holland  guilders;  yet  he  never,  by  word  or  deed,  in- 
^an  Sinderen,  but,  on  the  contrary,  twice,  In  writing  sought  peace.  Yet  to 
,  even  unto  this  day,  giving  no  reasons  therefor,  he  only  says  in  reply,  '*  He 
it  out,  or  I  shall." 

A.   D.   has   an   engaging  manner   of   preaching.     He  always    makes   new 

and  new  addresses,  and  makes  new  appeals  for  the  poor.  And  then  also 
peclally,  he  quotes  by  chapter  and  verse,  In  his  neat  expositions  and  forcible 
tions.    He  thus  gives  sufficient  evidence  everywhere  that  he  is  a  minister 

But  Rev.  V.  S.  studies  so  little  that,  in  all  the  time  that  he  has  been  with 
has  never  shown  that  he  knew  even  the  words  of  his  text  by  heart,  much 

material  for  his  exposition  of  the  catechism.     His  addresses,  prayers,  etc. 
lerable;  and  wherever  he  goes,  he  seems  to  show  by  his  posture  that  he 
bo  be  considered  a  perfect  dancing-master. 
>se  yonr  Revs,  should  think  it  best,  through  the  Ck>etns,  or  by  some  other 


bave  DO  effcirt;  for  those  wliu  haFe  the  most  mtaua  In  our  coumlra.  it 
fullf  pledBfd  thomselTCN  to  irt^ut  Rev.  A.  D.  aocDrdlcg  to  the  r«irin4 
thtue  cODdltloua  cannot  be  ninile  void  save  hy  EDgllBh  law.  From  atl  tU 
Dear  Sirs,  it  lollows.  that  no  rrealed  thltig  can  make  A.  D.  leiTe  to.  ddIi 
his  represents  lite,  win  the  suit,  rurthermore,  Hlra,  If  roar  Hl^h  Ben.  i 
lempt  to  enjoin  b  recoDClliatioii,  or  Burthlng  viae,  aborl  of  a  Qnal  dnlil 
vho  Is  to  make  out  another  Call,   It  nonld  Chen  appear  ho*  rlghtHia 

Your  Ul^h  RcTB.  beloved  brellireD  In  Ohrist  Jesas.  on  Lone  IeIidiI: 
Written   Muy  12.  ITJB. 
lllrpi:lit  —  Bigned, 

Rut^crt  Van  Brunt 

Henderlck  Sanse 

Flalli\iAh  —  signed. 

Domlnpous 
I'blll[)pu9  Nget 
Jan  WDldrou 


IlvciuanuB  Hoogland 

Broaklfn  —  signed, 

Item  Remnen 
Jacob  Reniun 

Teunla  Rogaert 
Jurre  Brower  17) 

Buahivlck  —  signed. 

Nkolnaa  Volkerta 
J  oris  ^'an  Alst 

Wp,  tbe  uudeFBlgiiod  magistrates,  under  oalh  to  his  rofal  milnlT 
aaglaad.  etc..  etc.,  dwlare  tlie  above  to  be  the  actual  Crulb.  to  the  1> 
tnoiir  ledge. 

Johantics  l>ott,  LeITert  LeITerlae.  Mcolaas  Vaa  B 

Falkert  FtHkertseii,  Rem  Remitea.  Abraham  Blom. 

CntJKCii  OF  New  Yokk, 

Now  York,  May  22, 
To  the  usii&I  Conaistory  there  waa  presented  a  request  f 
High  Dutch  (German)  Reformed  Congregation  which  i 
Amweil  (Amwell,  N.  J.)  for  Christian  help  in  building  f 
for  divine  service,  since  their  own  means  were  inadequat 
heing  considered,  the  brethren  present,  directed  the  pay- 
fifteen  pounds  out  of  money  in  hand,  for  this  purpose. 

Witness,  J.  Kit 
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Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

is  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Mr.  Bohm,  pastor  at  Witpen,  June 

2,  1749. 

Beverend,  Very  Learned  and  Much  Esteemed  Brother: — Al- 

longh  we  have  answered  your  esteemed  letter,  as  far  as  seemed 

'^Hseesary,  in  our  letter  to  the  Eev.  Coetus,  we  nevertheless  de- 

to  add  this  one  as  proof  of  our  affection  and  esteem  for  you. 

^  have  been  induced  to  this  by  your  letter,  in  which  you  stated 

^«^t  you  were  grieved  in  not  having  received  a  letter  from  us 

*^^^   a  long  time,  and  that  you  feared  that  the  old  servant,  with  all 

^i©  labors,  might  be  forgotten.     Our  silence  was  not  caused  by 

^ant  of  love  and  esteem  for  you,  but  we  must  practice  brevity, 

cannot  always  answer  all  private  letters,  because  we  have 

^Xiuch  to  do  in  communicating  with  very  many  foreign  churches 

^nd  church  assemblies  in  both  the  East  Indies  and  the  West 

Xndies.     Our  Classis  corresponds  not  only  with  Pennsylvania  and 

^ew  Netherlands,  but  with  the  brethren  at  Surinam,  at  the  Cape 

of  Good  Hope,  at  Ceylon,  Batavia  and  many  other  places. 

That  your  Reverence  still  desires  to  proceed  heartily  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  pleases  us  much.  May  the  Great  Shepherd 
sustain  and  help  you,  and  enable  you  to  perceive  that  your  labors 
are  pleasing  to  Him,  and  are  of  profit  and  saving  benefit  to  many 
souls.  That  you  at  present  minister  to  the  recently  established 
and  yet  small  church  of  Witpen,  etc.,  we  trust  is  not  against 
your  inclination,  or  to  your  grief,  although  you  seem  to  express 
yourself  somewhat  complainingly  in  regard  to  it.  May  the  Lord 
God  enlarge  that  church  and  edify  it  through  your  ministry,  and 
enable  you  to  persevere  with  joy,  in  the  consolation  of  the  Spirit 
and  the  cheerful  expectation  of  the  reward  of  grace  to  God's 
faithful  serviants. 
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Farewell,  worthy  brother.     We  commend  you  to  God  i 
word  of  Ilia  gracR,  remaining  with  brotherly  affection  and  4 
Your  obedient  Servants  and  Brethren  —  the  memben 
Clasais  of  Amfiterdam.  In  the  name  of  all, 

Martinus  Schnetlage,  CL 
John  Temmink,  CI.  h.  U 
Amsterdam,  Juiif  iind,  1649. 

LUTHEBAHS  AT    NkWBUKOH. 

Petition  of  Kfiv.  Michael  C.  KnoU,  against  (Rev.)  John  ] 
Hoofgoed.     Jime  5,  1749. 


—   .-..   onil  Admlnill  ot   tbe   White   Sqiudi 

Hijutlea  Fleet. 

Tbe  bambte  Pi-tltlon  nt  MIcbu^L  CbrleUiD  Knoll  tbe  offlt'lBtlnc  Mlnltta 
Ol  ■everall  of  the  Cougregatlon  of  the  FrottBUot  Luttieran  Cburcti  of 
precinct  In  Dutolioss  Coiiolr  wboiie  namei  are  under  wrlttt^u. 

TbBt  lonr  EireLlencj  on  a  former  petition  was  Dleaaed  by  advice  of  bit 
CouDclll  to  Inblblt  one  Jobsna  Lodwlck  Btwfgoed*  from  Kierctslng  tlte 
Dnt7  of  a  Minister  untlll  he  nbuuld  have  made  It  appear  ta  your  Eic 
CouDClU  bf  proper  and  Autbenllck  Voocben  Ibat  be  bad  beea  recularlj 

That  MotwlthataDdlns  tbe  «ald  HoofKoed  had  been  serred  wttb  •  Cob 
Bxcellencya  aald  Order  of  InblbKIoD  jet  be  bath  tskeo  upon  himself  tnd 
Contlaoe  to  Eieeme  the  nfflce  of  a,  prIeHt  In  Orders  and  1«  Now  at  Beel 
clnct  In  Dotcbesa  County  where  he  continues  lo  preach  Baptlae  and  i 
tbe  Sacramenta  wlthonC  any  Wurrant  or  Authority  for  ao  DoIdk  —  Thai 
tiinea  wblcb  he  prcaobea  and  luculcolea  are  founded  on  principles  alioi 
orthodox  and  teoding  lo  eutbualnsm  and  Sedition  In  Ibe  Cbun:b.  pari 
menibera  by  bta  Influence  artr  already  DIrlded  nod  olbera  wnverlat  la 
Itecelvpd  Approved  and  Long  SatabUslied   Artlelea  ol  Faith  a     " 


tlOQ  of  (1 


t  tbi 


Kicellencjr  in  your  tender  Coaaldenllon  foi 

itrlcCly  (0  Charge  the  said  Joban  Lodwick  Doofgood   thai   be  Dt 
~  "~  ~  Ol&ce  of  a  Minister  till  be  shall  produce  to  your  Ricetlea 
"     '    '  ig  Duly  guBllficd  and  Adultted  Into  tbst  Office  b] 
iain  Your  Kucellencya  Lycencf  for  thai   purpoae. 


A  CbrlBtlBD  Knoll 


butaer  x  laaklng,  Jr. 

Petma  yanaen 
Henriek  Bmlg 


peter  IJo  x  hanea 
Johannia  Tan  lablcbtt 
_  1»» 

WllllaiD  X  Bdward 


liakkllt  re  Mb  ot  Jdd*  174S, 


Peter  X  Ocaberger 
mark 
hla 
bataer  x  laaklng 


William  Laslng 
laaac  LaaalDg 
bendrfca  graberger 
nlcklaa  Emmlch 

John  X  JobDBton 


Anrlreos   X    FHk 
Laurens  Kiiilg 
Johannia  Bti>a(  Tt 
the  mark 
.   >J   L«Mla 


John  X  Cook 

Jonathan  ookiM 
Pete  LoDeraia  law 
Johannea  Plowman 
Peter  j«e«c  Lawao 


■The  ClttCTm&a  •.'too-t*  t>ti\*e^«&  \.ii  «u  coiMoMalQud.  hr  Qor.  CUatM 


OF  THE  State  op  New  Yobk,  3083 

Cebtifioatss  against  Hoofgood. 

litra  A. 

1io«t  Reverend  most  Learned  and  moat  Honoured  Pastor. 

Your  most  reverend  &  Hononred  Letter  Miaalye  of  the  Slat  of  Anguat  last  (which 
I  have  this  day  received)  has  been  the  more  agreeable  unto  me  as  It  gave  me  the 
Honour  of  your  most  Reverend  acquaintance  and  an  opportunity  to  give  a  Testi- 
mony of  Truth  in  the  Cause  you  mention  to  me  which  I  hope  will  be  of  service  to 
the  Church. 

It  is  not  known  to  me  (who  by  Grace  am  in  the  16th  year  of  my  assistance  in 
our  Ducal  Consistory)  Neither  is  known  to  niy  Colleagues  here  (with  most  part  of 
whom  I  have  had  occasion  to  discourse  A  to  Communicate  your  letter  to)  either  in 
earlier  or  later  years  that  here  has  been  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel  who  (Called  him- 
self by  the  name  of  John  Ludwig  Hofguth  or  of  any  of  the  Circumstances  which 
yon  have  been  pleased  to  write  to  us  of  So  that  the  whole  of  it  seems  to  Turn  out 
a  fallacious  CTonterfeit  &  a  fait  thing  of  him. 

To  demonstrate  this  more  especially  I  have  the  Honor  to  assure  your  most  Rever- 
ence* That  at  Great  Ingersheim  (a  village  In  our  Diocese  of  Bietlgheim  ft  distant 
but  five  Miles  from  Stuttgard)  There  never  was  known  an  Especial,  But  at  all 
times  only  has  had  a  Simple  Minister  of  a  village.  For  the  OfBce  of  Especial. 
Deacon  or  Super-Intendent  (which  are  Synonymous)  Has  always  been  Fixed  at 
Bietlgheim  having  jurisdiction  of  the  whole  Diocese  of  Bietlgheim  as  over  the  ofBce 
of  minister  of  Great-Ingershelm,  which  belongs  to  this  Diocese,  But  In  Both  Places 
A  throughout  all  the  Lands  of  this  Dukedom  never  has  been  known  a  minister  of 
that  name  in  the  memory  of  man. 

What  that  man  alledges  farther.  That  he  is  moved  wholly  for  the  sake  of 
Strenehnlng  Preaching  against  the  Roman  Catho licks.  That  a  lesser  Office  was  to 
have  been  eiven  to  him  by  His  Serene  highness  (our  Duke)  But  that  he  refused  to 
accept  of  It,  Stands  also  on  an  audacious  ft  slight  foundation.  Inasmuch  as  we 
have  reason  to  thank  God  Almighty  for  the  Continuance  of  his  Grace  In  Preserving 
the  Ancient  Ordinances  of  our  Church  In  the  Dukedom  of  Wurtemburg  and  with 
Humble  Thanks  praise  the  Magnanimity  of  our  most  Precious  Princes  that  at  this 
Time  no  such  Thing  In  any  manner  of  way  is  likely  to  prevail  again. 

Upon  as  slight  a  foundation  stands  his  feigned  Pretence  that  a  pasport  was 
^ven  to  him  by  the  Minister  of  Great  Inecrshelm  whom  he  calls  Mr.  Faber  ft  by 
the  Sherlf  of  that  Place.  For  by  our  Ordinances  it  Is  not  In  the  Power  of  these 
OfBdals  to  Grant  such  pasports.  It  Is  a  reserve  to  the  Political  ministers  of  the 
State,  and  in  some  cases  such  as  this  It  Is  a  perquisite  due  only  to  the  Chancellor. 

Not  to  mention  that  the  Minister  at  Great  Ingersheim  who  has  been  there  for 
many  years  ft  is  actually  still  In  that  Office  Is  not  named  Mr.  Faber  But  Is  named 
Mr.  Gallus  Jacob  Welser.  And  though  It  Is  not  customary  to  give  written  Voca- 
tions unto  our  Stlpendarys  who  are  yet  obligated  even  without  them.  Still  Official 
letters  are  always  Granted  unto  the  Bspedals,  Therefore  if  his  words  of  being  dis- 
mls'd  with  honour  were  True,  or  If  In  such  a  Case  he  had  decently  discovered  his 
Intentions,  to  seek  his  fortune  In  other  Countrys  Letters  of  Credentials  necessary 
to  the  Circumstances  of  his  Case  would  not  have  been  Wanting,  in  the  manner  of 
which  we  have  sufficient  Examples  In  Cases  of  this  nature. 

Moreover  if  I  Consider  the  letters  of  the  Magistry  which  he  says  to  have  forgot. 
The  publlck  ft  private  Preaching  of  his  against  an  Express  Prohibition,  The  mak- 
ing use  of  Doctrines  ft  Ceremonys  which  In  some  measure  are  Contrary  to  the 
practice  of  our  Church,  In  others  at  least  wholly  ft  Totally  not  accustomed;  The 
refusing  of  due  obedience  towards  his  Superiors,  another  Circumstance  without 
which  nobody  no  single  Christian,  no  private  person,  much  less  a  Parson  a  Preacher, 
•ought  to  fall  In,  namely  his  not  having  the  manual  of  Christians  with  him,  I  mean 
the  Holy  Bible,  further  his  suspicious  Company  In  which  he  arrived.  His  living 
(contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  decency  ft  actually  subject  to  Scandal)  in  company 
with  a  woman  of  full  age  ft  unmarried  ft  making  use  of  the  same  bed  with  her 
even  suppose  she  was  (as  he  says)  his  own  daughter.  I  cannot  avoid  declaring 
my  humble  Opinion,  That  all  the  (Jlrcumstances  of  this  man  Connected  afford  the 
highest  degree  of  Suspicion  unto  me. 

The  Lord  who  Is  the  real  Truth,  who  distroyeth  Lyars,  unto  whom  the  false  are 
an  abomination.  Make  Evident  by  his  wisdom  in  a  short  time  this  hidden  secret 
of  Malice  which  no  doubt  Is  Concealed  In  the  foregoing  Case,  And  Powerfully  pre- 
serve his  Church  from  Intruding  Hirelings  as  these  are. 

Unto  his  falthfull  Protection  Your  most  Reverend  with  the  Whole  of  your  most 
Reverends  Consistory  Is  uprightly  recommended  by  him  who  with  the  highest  es- 
teem has  the  Honour  to  remain  Your  most  Reverends  most  Humble  Servant 

Oouncellor  of  the  Government  ft  Consistory  of  the  Duke  of  Wurtemburg,  and 
advocatus  FIscI  Eccleslastlcl 

Frederick  Wllhelm  Frommann,  Ld. 
At  Stutgard  ye  18  October.  1746. 

I  have  seen  this  Coppy  &  Certify  Itn  aKreeinent  with  the  Original. 

Frederick  Wagener  Rev.  mlnlst.  Senior  mpp. 
Hamburg  20  Nov.  1746.  -  Doct.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  111.  pp.  502-5M. 
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^ 


a  bImst'lC  JohD  Lo.lvrlck  Molgtwd  o.-  Own 

of  Hvtr  Ynrk  awl   by  the  ofjpra  or  Ii»  h 

_____  ■_'         ""'        -----         1,0,,  Froilia. 

Thereupon  he  hns  lakeu  pliice  upon  Bathwayk  here  In  Dtilcbess  Couolj  pt«tafi^ 


LoUwlck  Hofgou'l,  arrived  In  the  City  of  New  Ynrk  •ml  by  the  on! 
eelleney  {hereiiT  ojidIdk)  I"  he  stopt  In  the  ctty  of  Ken  York  ft  the  t 
Thereupon  he  hns  lakeu  pliice  upon  Bathwayk  here  In  Dtilcbess  Cou 


a  be  H 


.„    , ., J  Mitrchand.    2.     He  condetnnJ  ill  arOMtij 

)  of  the  HJnlHleni  as  a  buman   Invention.    3.     He   bus   taken '-'- 


H  ot  Rla  Kicetlenc)-.  the  Oacnp' 

□  upon  him.  the  pretended  Voa^  <t 

the  nigh  Duteli  Id  New  Jorke  anil  at  BD>.-hwsyk  upon  the  Terui  of  a  Year.    S,   Bt 


of  another  Minister.     *.     Be  ba»  taken  upon  him.  the  pretended  Voa 


KFSChea  HtsiiphemLe  and  nnnntnral  ThJnea  ne  hy  Eiamplv  —  the  B'>l]r  BIhlf  b  • 
relkk  book,  he  doth  not  believe  lliflt  any  Bwly  bellevew  what  Is  wrtllen  If" — ^- 
Our  Lord  Odd  haa  noae  Bands  In  none  Mnnner.  tic  1»  not  more  as  a  Wind, 
muat  not  take  the  SiTlpturea  by  Ihe  Letter,  but  In  Cnnlrary  Sena,  and  evei 
whicb  will  not  give  Conncnt  unto  tlica  like  bla  Doctrines  are  Damn'd  and  ( 
and  Can't  be  saved  —  Which  thlDEa  In  act  and  preach  not  oii<>  ii!n<-en>  C~h 
ran  apprgnve.  (be  of  what  ConfeBRlon  he  Is)  and  tor  are  of  oni 

Contrary  a  AbQmlnallnn  by  u"    """   '"' "  " 

produclni'  ContDNlon  and  l^ccta  lu  luc  >.'uukci.-kiiiii>iib. 

Now  the  Church  ut  Etachwayk  belnR  linlldt  for  a  Lutheran  Uialater.  this  .( 
onderwrliten  MlnlRtfra  ot  this  aoiernment  doe  In  all  Hamblenen  bilof  tU> 
Declaration  before  the  nonourable  Court,  praying  (heir  Aaalstanre  axllnt  Oc 
aald  Hufgued  in  Manner  as  Shall  appear  to  be  neceaaary. 

Mlcbael  CbrlsUaQ  Knoll.  MfulHter  it  New  Jorb 
and  In    Dutebi'M   Coonlj. 
At  the  Weapons  Kreok. 

3rd  of  October.  1748. 

Loonenburgh  In  je  CouDiy  of  Albuy. 
ElavlDK  considered  HU  BicelltDCy'a  onr  Itlirbt  nonourable  GoTemonr's  CMh* 
against  Mr.  John  Lodfwlck  Hofnoed.  hearing  date  ye  30  of  May  IT-I*  and  re  ttk 
of  November  ITM  as  also  that  ConslstoHal  advice  of  t.hat  Most  lEer.  ConilstiiiT  it 
Hambnrih  cum  unneila.  bearing  Date  ye  30th  November  It-MI,  I  the  Sabarrtbn  «( 
this  do  Eumbly  Submit  to  both  ye  rollllm)  ft  Ef^clenlasllol  Decision  In  Ihli  ioA 
nesa,  and  do  heartily  agree  with  the  moat  humble  petition  of  oar  dlatrenwd  bt 
tberan  Brethren  at  Foghqualck  In  Beekmans  precinct  further  relief  and  Dellvenan 
or  aaslstance  aEolnst  ye  aald  unlawful  &  unworthy  Mlnlater  Bot(o«d.  I  TcaOIy 
and  agree  &  Beg.  Praying  for  ye  safety  of  Our  most  Orations  Bonverelcn  A  Bvt- 
dally  (or  ye  Lcglfllnlurc  and  all  yc   Protcitant  Churches  within  tbla  our  Goxn- 

Wllilam  Chrlatoph  Beikenmeyer.   Prolettant   Lothcraa 

MinlBler  In jre  City  4  Oonniy  of  Albany. 

—  Doc.  nial.  -N.   Y.   Vol.  111.  p.  SW- 


Anno   1T4Q.     Johnnn    Lodwick    Hofgond    coming  unto   us   In    Dntchess   CoaotF 
Beekmnn  precinct,   bo   was  coming  in  the  House  of  Andrees   Frelderlck   Peck  t.. 
and  at  the  Bnme  Time  BarbFira  Tiipper,  Wife  of  (Thrlstlan  Tupper.  was  preaeot  see- 
inir  nnrt  hpnrlntr  him  for  nnme  hours.     And  he  the  Bald  Dafgood,  after  Dinner  — '" 
a  told  us  freely,  by  good  Heart,   without  soy  aci 

iwlng  the  Place  of  Great  Ingenbelm.  bnt  never  ■ 

for  good  8ongs  that  he  won  gone  from  thence  that  thli 


inlly  nppeared  before  me  James  Verplsnck  P.m.   Andre*  f'rederl* 
lobeth  Sharer  who  declared  on  osth  that  the  wllbln  menilonrd  Bar- 
old  Ibcm  what  Is  here  In  this  paper  set  forth  and  farther  Said  not. 
—  Doc.   Hlal.  N.  Y.   Vol.   III.  p.  S»3. 


1749,  June  (1.  Parliament  acknowledges  the  Moravian  Kplacopate,  aad  encoangs* 
Moravians  (o  settle  In  the  American  Colonies.  Certain  conceaslona  made  to  Ibea 
botb  in  Great  Britain  kiiA  h.m»t\c«.  ill..  Relief  from  bearing  traa.  and  the 
taking  ot  ]Qd\c\«\  (»t.>t«. 
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Chuboh  of  New  Yobk. 

New  York,  July  2,  1740. 

A  letter  was  read  to  the  Conslatory  from  a  Mr.  Peter  Fferrls.  He  desired  to 
with  the  ConalBtory  respecting  his  claim  to  the  Manor  of  Fordham,  in  order 
to  settle  the  dispute  in  a  friendly  way.  Whereupon,  Elders  Wynand,  Van  Zandt 
4Uid  Abrm.  Van  Wyck,  and  deacons  Abel  Hardenbroek  and  Philip  LlTingston  were 
appointed  a  committee  for  the  interyiew. 

They  reported  on  the  25th  of  July,  that  Mr.  Fferris  offered  to  sell  liis  claim  to 
tbe  church  or  to  buy  theirs.  He  said  that  he  had  already  been  offered  a  consider- 
mble  sum,  but  preferred  to  give  the  church  the  refusal;  or  that  he  would  pay  the 
church  three  thousand  pounds  for  the  Manor.  The  Ck>nsistory,  after  mature  con- 
•ld«Tation,  unanimously  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  should  say  to  Mr.  Fferris 
that  he  must  make  a  better  offer,  that  being  too  little  to  induce  them  to  sell. 
The  same  committee  was  directed  to  inquire  further: 

1.  For  a  copy  of  the  written  statement  of  Van  Bussing's  claim  on  the  Manor  — 
with  Arent  Bussing  at  Harlem. 

2.  To  ascertain  for  certain  what  the  phrase,   '*  Bronxes  ririer  and  land  '*  sig- 
nified in  old  time. 

8.  And  wliat  sum  the  church  could  obtain  for  the  Manor. 

Witness,  in  name  etc. 

Henricus  Boel,  p.  t.  President. 

Acts  of  the  Cijlssis  of  Amstebdam. 

The  Call  of  Eev.  John  Frielinghuysen. 

1749,  July  2l8t.  Art.  2.  A  call  was  introduced  upon  the 
Hev.  John  Frielinghuysen  S.S.  Min.  Candid,  as  minister  at  Ban- 
tan.  This  was  made  out  by  the  worthy  elders  and  deacons  of 
that  church.  They  request  the  approval  thereof  by  Classis,  and 
that  he  may  subsequently  be  admitted  to  preparatory  and  final 
examination.  These  papers  having  been  examined,  this  call  was 
approved,     xii.  177. 

J^ohn  Frielinghuisen  ordained  after  previous  final  examination. 

Art.  12.  Rev.  John  Frielinghuisen,  S.S.  Min.  Cand.  was  ad- 
mitted, after  exhibiting  his  laudable  certificates,  to  preach  before 
the  Bev.  Classis,  in  proof  of  his  qualifications  as  a  preacher.  This 
he  did  on  Heb.  13: 14,  "For  here  we  have  no  continuing  city, 
but  we  seek  one  to  come  ",  and  was  listened  to  with  pleasure. 
The  examiner  J.  V.  D.  Broel  then  proceeded  to  the  examination 
in  the  languages,  viz.,  on  Psalm  1,  and  1  Cor.  1;  and  in  Sacred 
Theology.  He  gave  so  much  satisfaction  in  both,  that,  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  all  the  members  present,  he  was  oonsid- 
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ered  worthy  of  pcrfonuiiig  the  duties  of  the  Sacred  Miniati;.  ^ 
Tliey  all  expressed  the  wish  for  the  Lord's  blessing  upon  him. 
The  condoraned  opinionB  of  Roel  and  Bekker  were  repndiiled. 
He  declared  himself  orthodox  on  the  Bul>ject  of  the  Post  Aca 
of  the  Synod  of  Dorl,  and  promised  to  read  the  three  questioa 
without  modification,  in  the  Form  for  bsptizin^;  childreo.  Bt 
then  fligncd  the  Fornmlae  of  Concord,  and  he  was  subseqoai^ 
ordained  to  the  Sacred  Ministry  in  the  usual  manner  hy  the  Rw. 
Examiner,  with  prayer  and  su|^lioatioD  to  God,     xii.  179. 

ACTI»  OF  THB  Cl-ASSia  OF  AuSTSKDAH. 

Letters  from  Long  Island. 
174!t,  Aug.  11th.      Art.   2.      Two  letter«  arrived  from  Long 
Island,  and  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Doputati  ad  res  £i- 
teras.     xii.  186. 

Art.  5.  The  Rev.  Doputati  ad  res  Exteras  rei^ort  that  those 
two  lettcrH  announce  to  the  Rev.  ClaBsis  that  those  chorchet  do 
not  want  to  subject  themselves  to  the  Rev.  Coetus.  The  Depn- 
ties  think  that  the  Assembly  for  the  present  ought  to  delay  wilt- 
ing to  thera  about  this  matter,  because  even  before  these  (two) 
letters  were  dispalcLed  thence,  (from  America,)  a  letter  had  been 
written  to  them  in  the  name  of  the  Classis,  and  an  answer  tothii 
ought  now  to  bo  waited  for,  (before  writing  again).  The  Assem- 
bly abides  by  this  report,     xii.  186,  187. 

CoLOiTEL  William  Johnson  to  Govehnob  Clistos. 
French  Priests  not  allowed  among  the  Mohawks. 
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AOTB  OF  THE  ClASSIS  OF  AhSTBBDAH. 

The  Letter  of  Bev.  de  Bonde. 

1749,  Sept.  Ist.  Art.  7.  A  letter  from  Bev.  de  Bonde  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras  by  Bev.  Mr. 
Viaaer.  Farther  report  thereon  shall  be  made  subsequently. 
187. 
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PeOGEEDINGS   OF   THE   FOUBTH   COETUS,   BeGUN    SEPTEMBER   12, 

1749. 
[Vol.  xariii.  149-151.] 

Tuesday,  September  12  —  Forenoon. 
Members  Present. 


on 

1.  Dn  Bols, 

with  the  Blden. 

Abraham  Van  W; 

•• 

Bltsema, 

Peter  Marschalk. 

•• 

Van  SantTOord, 

with  his  Elder, 

i« 

Brlckson, 

W.  Conwenhoven. 

«• 

Cnrtenlns, 

Is.  Brlnkerhoff. 

•« 

Goetschlns, 

D.  De  Moree. 

«« 

Haeffhoort, 

«« 

Van  Slnderen, 

Abraham  Lott. 

«• 

Van  Der  LInde, 

A.  Van  Dlen. 

The  Elders,  H.  Fisher,  0.  KuTPer,  P.  Post. 

Domlne  Haeghoort,  the  President  of  the  last  meeting,  opened  the  Assembly  with 
ymyer,  after  which  Domine  Van  Santvoord  was  chosen  President,  Domlne  Brick- 
•oii»  8«eondus,  and  Domine  Haaghoort,  Clerk. 

X,  Committees  to  Report  to  the  Coetus. —  The  committee  on  the  matter  of  Tap- 
^mn,  haTing  reported  that  they  had  been  recognised  by  Domine  Muselius  not  as  a 
eraimlttee  of  the  Coetns,  but  as  neighboring  ministers  according  to  the  Chnrch 
Order,  the  President  proposed  the  following  inqnlry:  **  Whether  It  should  not  be 
pfOTlded  for  the  future  that  all  the  ministers  belonging  to  this  Coetus,  when  they 
act  as  consulenten  for  neighboring  places,  should  be  required  to  make  report  thereof 
to  the  Coetus,  before  writing  to  the  Rev.  Classls,  In  order  that  the  Coetus  itself 
isaj  Inform  the  Rev.  Classls,  and  seek  their  advice;  and  in  case  the  time  for  the 
ordinary  meeting  of  the  Coetus  were  too  far  distant,  that  the  congregation  should 
feftTO  the  right  to  request  and  appoint  an  extraordinary  meeting;  and  that  the  Rev. 
Olaosls  should  be  advised  with,  how  to  proceed  herein  in  the  future?"  By  a 
BOjorlty  vote  this  proposal  was  agreed  to. 

Afternoon  Session. 

1.  Opening. —  The  Assembly  was  opened  with  prayer,  and  Domine  Leydt,  of 
Btfltaii*  made  his  appearance. 

%  Mr.  De  Wlnt's  Request. —  Peter  De  Wlnt,  at  his  own  request,  appeared  in 
tbo  Assembly,  and,  upon  presentation  of  his  testimonials  from  the  Church  and  the 
Cimmlm,  was  recognised  as  a  candidate.  At  his  request,  the  Coetus  promised  to 
took  flrom  the  Rev.  Classls  authority  to  admit  him  to  the  final  examination,  etc.. 
If  ho  should  receive  a  call  here  or  elsewhere;  provided  that  a  copy  of  his  Classical 
tfotSnoBiaJ  tbonJd  be  fnrnlBhed  by  him,  and  sent  on  to  t\k«  IBitrv.  C\%i»\v 
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a.  Mr.  Vbh  Urlosxeii'g  Requeal,— John  Van  Drtesnen.  at  bit  own  nqwK.  » 
pmred  In  the  Bcv.  ABsembl;  SDil  dpLlvpred  hobie  pappre  la  bis  own  d«(aic*.  vIM 
he  rtquestcd  the  Araembl;  to  canaidcr.  It  wna  reaolrtd  to  havp  (best  |W)M 
eiKdilDi^  bjr  ■  mmoilttee,  (-ODRlBtlnK  of  the  Ser.  HMsre.  Erlcksoo  >ad  tliiiWr, 
and  Ibe  eldera,  Fisher  and  Pont,  who  In  the  morning  ohoulil  give  tu  the  iMiaM; 
a  complete  knowledge  nod  underBtnadlnit  of  Ibem. 

4.  Dom.  Uanclds'*  Lelter. —  A  letter  from  Dom.  Manclni.  coBtalnlat  m 
chargea  agalnat  Domlne  GoctRFhiua,  wa!  presented,  aod  referred  to  V^m 
Ooettcblua,  that  he  nilgbc  preaeut  a  nrttlen  defenoe  In  tbf  monilDg,  wbu  tt 
Aaaemblr  would  deliberate  [urlbi?r  thereon. 

September  !3[h  —  Forenoon  l^e^sion. 
L  Ur.  VttD  Drtessen's  Case.—  The  RcT.  ABScmlil;  bctDg.  accOTdlng  to  nAM 
opened  nltb  pm7cr,  the  eomtulttee  on  the  case  of  Jobn  Van  Drlesaes  itfMIl 
that  tbe  pnrpart  thereof  was.  that  certain  persotus  from  Aqaackonoock  *><  O 
nelgbborlng  pLaceB  of  Gansegat  and  PamptoD  desired  blm  lor  tbdr  aUnlaVt.  ! 
was  tesolTed  tbat  the  Rev.  AHBemblr  Dnda  no  cause  to  Intermeddle  with  IlL  M 
Von  Driewen.  It  wa»  thongbt  proper  (bnt  tbe  paper  nib«crtbcd  bj  blm  ibaaM  I 
Iniierted  here  Terbatlm.     It  rana  thua: 

AqaackoDUiick.  Sept.  T.  Mt. 

"  I,  tbe  ODdcralgned,  disr'barge  all  tbe  subscribers  to  my  mlalstrr.  made  bdM 

tbe  Aaaembl;  of  the  Coi^tuB  at  Non  lork,   ao  far  tlial    tbey   mar   be  itmrri  III 

from  tbe  dale  of  CbU  paper  I  am  not.  and  shall  not  be.  their  minister;  aod  alia  tl 

laaue  ahull  be  decided  bf  tbe  nsuemblj'  of  tbe  CurCus, 

■■JOOK  VAS  DErtSSES.- 

I'lnully.  It  wa«  resolved  to  (jiiealloQ  Mr.  Van  Hrle^^iiea  further  u  to  hb  Ma 
lion  In  xlgning  tbia  paper.  Upon  Irniulr;.  he  answered  tbat  It  wu  tbat.  akkMt 
be  sbould  be  refuKed  b;  (be  Kev.  Coetus,  ^et  he  would  elTei^  an  estlie  Airt 
■Ion  from  Aquackononek.  Upon  going  out.  after  learning  the  reaolntloB  •(  tt 
Coelua,  he  used  tbln  eipresalon.  "  That  he  thanked  tbe  L^rd  tbat  he  caf  matt 
wortbj  to  appear  before  tbe  faoe  of  tbls  cuunoll,  uad  that  be  still  watM  K 
neglect  to  pteacb  tbe  Uospel  of  God.*' 

a.  Thomas  Bome7ne"8  Request,—  The  roung  man,  Tbomas  Romejn.  tppean 
before  us,  and  re<iueBled  lo  be  recommended  by  the  ('oetas  to  tbe  Rer.  <1»»li  1 
order  that  If  foiiad  qualified  by  bis  studies  nnder  Domlne  Goetscblu*.  be  ml(kt  I 
admitted  to  the  holy  mlnislry.  It  was  resolred  not  to  proceed  In  this  malter  mt 
we  had  further  KtalemenU  on  Ibe  subject  from  tbe  iteF.   Classls. 

3.  Union  of  Second  Hirer  and  Aquackononek. —  Domlne  Itanghoort  having  fn 
dnced  a  letter  from  tbe  Rer.  Claanla  concerning  AquaekoDonck  and  Semnd  HIn 
and  having  brought  before  tbe  Assembly  what  had  been  done  aboDt  tbe  Dntas  < 
tbe  two  congregations.  It  n-as  determined  to  bring  It  np  nnder  tbe  Pnrtlenlartt. 

Aft e moon  Session. 
1.  Charges  of  Dom.  Manclus  against  Dom.  Goetachlus. —  The  Kev.  A«*«U 
being  opened  la  the  uxual  wny.  Dom,  Goetacblus  defended  himself  IB  wrldi 
against  (be  letter  of  Domlne  Mnnclus  In  the  name  of  Ms  Consistory:  and  the  cu 
being  taken  np  od  referendum  till  morning,  It  was  adludged  tbat  tbe  aecualta 
do  not  pertain  lo  us,  and  therefore  we  wnuld  write  to  the  Consistory  that  a 
coDid  not  take  tbem  Into  eonsl deration,  but  Ibey  sbould  bring  tbem  before  U 
Olaaala.  and  Domlne  Goctscbius  defend  himself  Ibere. 

September  14lh  —  Forenoon. 
1.  Case  of  Dom.  Goetscbius,— -  The  Asaemblr  being  opened  ai  usnal.  the  sattt 
of  Domlne  Ooetschlus  wis  brought  forward,  and  after  much  debale.  It  was  ball 
concluded  that  It  should  be  Issned  here  by  tbe  Coetna. 
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%  and  were  received  as  memberB  of  the  Coetns,  rabordlnate  to  the  Key.  Glasala 
mt  Amsterdam,  on  condition  that  they/ as  authorised  and  empowered  by  the  con- 
'Cresatlon,  shonld  sign  the  Articles  of  the  Coetus  here  in  the  Minutes;  which  was 
accordingly  done.  PETER  LUYSTEB, 

JOHN  C0U8J0U. 
Afternoon  Session. 

The  afternoon  was  spent  in  debate. 

September  16th  —  Foreft>on. 

t.  Case  of  Domine  Croetschius. —  The  Assembly  being  opened  with  prayer.  It  was 
conclnded,  in  reference  to  the  case  of  Domine  Qoetschlus,  that  he  is  not  a  fit 
and  competent  person  to  choose  and  ordain  a  Consistory  at  Oyster  Bay,  and  that 
he  shall  abstain  from  preaching  in  Queens  County,  or  doing  any  ministerial  seryice 
there  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Coetus.  On  this  occasion  it  was  resolyed,  that 
In  these  and  similar  cases  of  diyision,  only  the  Circle  In  which  the  case  occurs, 
all  others  being  excluded,  shall  consider  and  take  action  as  may  be  found  ex- 
pedient and  useful,  provided  that  they  act  by  a  majority  of  votes,  and  make 
report  of  their  proceedings  to  the  Rev.  Coetus.  In  such  case  the  oldest  minister 
Is  anthorlzed  to  convoke  the  Circle,  or  otherwise  those  of  whom  complaint  is 
made;  all  without  prejudice  to  the  Fundamental  Articles. 

It  was  also  resolved  that  the  Circle  write  to  the  entire  congregation  at  Oyster 
Bay,  and  recommend  to  them  that  the  complainants  against  the  ordained  Con- 
sistory have  right  and  power  to  choose  from  their  own  number,  along  with  the 
three  elders  and  three  deacons,  one  elder  and  one  deacon,  and  to  have  them  or- 
dained by  a  minister  of  the  Circle,  so  that  thus  the  whole  Consistory  may  be- 
come legitimate,  and  the  two  parties  united,  for  the  welfare  and  continuance  of 
the  congregation. 

2.  Particularia. —  In  respect  to  the  complaint  of  Domine  Haaghoort  against  his 
congregation,  for  neglecting  to  repair  his  bouse  and  furnish  firewood,  it  was  re- 
solved that  the  Coetus  shall  write  an  earnest  letter  to  the  Consistory,  sharply 
rebuking  them  for  their  negligence  in  these  matters,  and  their  disregard  of  the 
letter  written  to  them  by  Domine  Du  Bois  and  Ritsema,  in  the  name  of  the  Coetns, 
and  admonishing  them  of  their  duty  and  that  of  the  congregation  for  the  future. 
In  case  of  further  neglect,  Domine  Haaghoort  shall  have  the  right  to  convoke  the 
Circle.    Hereafter  all  complaints  of  ministers  shall  be  treated  in  the  same  way. 

Afternoon  Session. 

1.  Union  of  Second  River  and  Aquackononck. —  In  relation  to  this  subject,  It  was 
resolved  that  the  New  Jersey  Circle  be  a  committee,  to  meet  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  October,  at  Second  River  and  Aquackononck,  In  order  to  see  if  the 
two  congregations  can  be  united  again. 

2.  Students*  Preaching. —  It  was  unanimously  resolved  that  no  students  shall  give 
formal  discourses  (proposities  doen)  unless  under  their  preceptors,  where  they  are 
studying  and  where  they  are  residing;  and  then  shall  use  no  other  than  the  Lord's 
Prayer  before  and  after  service,  and  without  singing  or  pronouncing  the  blessing, 
and  without  ringing  the  bell;  and  it  must  be  during  the  week,  apart  from  the  usual 
hourse  of  divine  service.  If  they  transgress  this  resolution,  they  shall  be  rebuked 
by  the  Coetus.  This  act  shall  be  made  known  by  each  minister,  wherever  he  may 
come.  Nor  shall  any  be  allowed  to  preach  before  it  appears  that  they  are  members 
of  the  Low  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 

3.  Extra  Meeting. —  As  to  the  letters  from  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  they 
who  receive  them  shall  Inform  the  five  nearest  ministers,  with  their  elders,  of  the 
fact,  and  state  to  them  the  contents  of  the  lettefs.  These  shall  then  advise 
together  whether  it  be  necessary  to  call  a  Coetus;  and  if  it  be,  shall  make  the 
same  known  to  all. 

Whereupon  the  Assembly  separated. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  order  of  all, 

O.  DU  BOIS,  Clerk  Bxtraor. 

(For  letter  of  Coetus  to  Classis,  see  Oct.  18,  1740.] 
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Chorch  of  New  Yobk. 

New  York,  Oct.  i,  17«. 
The  Ruling  Conaiatory  unanimously  Resolved,  Thai  the  iniui- 
tere  henoeforth  should  receive  fifteen  pounds   ($37.50)  veaiij, 
instead  of  eoven  pouuds  ten  shillings,  for  firewood. 

Henricus  BoeL 

Olassis  of  Amsterdam. 
Two  Letteis  from  I^ng  Island. 
1749,  Oct.  fith.     Art.  3,     This  article  remains  in  swtu. 

Letter  from  Rev.  De  Ronde. 

Art.  4.     A  report  on  the  letter  of  Rev.  De  Kondc,  because  id- 

dreBHcd  to  a  private  member,  shall  be  postponed,  until  this  Clusis 

■hall  be  mora  specially  addressed  by  the  Coetus  or  CooatKorj 

wf  Surinome.     xii.  187. 

Chohch  of  New  Yobk,  1749, 

l*roce(?dinga  concerning  the  Proposed  Call  of  Domine  Eggo  Tonk- 

ens  van  Hoevenberg. 

Htw  York.  Octobtr  11,  llii. 
CouslRton'  held,  ttm  oiling  va  Qod'i  vtar. 

OertBiD  dlOlPiilIlM  wert  Marled  respertloit  tbp  lubicrlption  alrcadT  tnkdc  Ib  Ih 
'■DocreSAtlou  lor  lUe  Call  of  Dmnlae  Eggo  TonlienB  tku  IloFTeaberi  u  oUnlite 
Miv:  nnmelr.  that  manj  membprii  desire  lo  hnre  tbeir  inbiicrlplloDi  trtoM 
■cratrlied  out.  and  beld  null  and  void.  Ottiera  mt  tb>t  Ifaer  will  oeier  heir  Ua 
clc.  It  In  BlBo  gald  Ibat  tbere  are  foate.  Indcixl.  !d  tbe  coogreEnlloD.  wbu  ui  thi 
It  be  la  not  called,  tbej  will  not  par  to  any  (other?)  Domine:  and  alu  Hime.  ab 
iiart'  requested  ibe  mlDlalera  not  to  allow  bim  lo  prearb  ngola. 

All  tbU  barint  been  maturelr  coDaldered.  it  waa  unanlinaualr  re«>tr«l  that  tt 
Hits  Bbould  aialu  be  laken  around  In  tbe  congretntlon.  and  tbe  aubacilberi  ub 
wbether  thej  would  atnnd  bj  their  lubscripllona.  If  Yes.  iben  they  «bould  mnali 
If  No,  It  abould  be  noted;  II  upon  eonitlllonit,  tbeae  aboald  be  added. 

October  13.  1749.    ConalBlory  held,  alter  calliag  on  Ciod'a  naoie. 

Tbree  IIbIb  were  laid  upon  the  table.  Therewith.  It  wbh  omllj  Mated,  ai  tb« 
roBld  not  obtain  iDforniallon  ax  to  the  rest,  that  the  eaaoelllnE  was  so  trcst.  Ibi 
ibere  was  no  poiilblllt;  o(  a  call  on  the  lUta,  but  tbe  Couglstorf  moM  <So  I^ 
rest.     Wberelore  tbe  matter  nan  put  out  oF  hand. 

Hereupon,  Mr.  Abraham  Van  Wych,  in  the  nome  of  Simon  Jobnaoo.  BiW* 
Sehuyl'T.  Pleter  Ketcltaa,  proposed  that  Domine  K.  T.  van  Hoevenberi  abMU 
lemalo  bere  unli]  neit  Mar,  In  tbe  tllacbarEC  d(  ministerial  duties,  wltboal  i 
«aU.  and  teciWe  a  pioBei  att\»LTi  r<ii  \X>t  »me,  ■m.W.Wiat.  time. 

It  wsa  RciMi\ie<V,  (.YiiX.  \.U\ft  stoavd  \>e  iiB\wTi.\is'*U,  Mi  -Cat  -^.-si 
•liould  meet  du  Vbe  loWowVos  moaftii  iBflw.Mi»«.t\V««Si^- 
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OetolMr  16^  1740.    Consistory  IraM  —  Consistiiig  of  Ministers,  Bldeis.  Dsacons  and 

Church-Mssters  —  sfter  cslUng  on  God's  name. 

The  propoflsl  of  Mr.  Abrmhsm  yan  Wyck,  in  the  name  of  Messrs.  Johnson, 
^ehnyler  and  Keteltas,  was  Uken  Into  further  consideration,  according  to  rssolo- 
tkm  of  Consistory  on  the  18th  inst.  It  was  Resolved,  by  a  majority  vote,  that  we 
icgret  this  proposal,  and  will  trouble  ourselves  no  further  in  the  matter. 

It  was  farther  concluded  to  make  this  known  to  Domine  van  Hoevenberg  In 
the  name  of  the  Consistory  by  David  Abeel  and  Peter  Marschalk,  and  to  give 
klB,  for  his  support  and  travelling  expenses  a  present  of  twenty  live  pounds. 

The  recording  of  the  foregoing  having  been  neglected  hitherto,  the  Consistory  en 
August  24,  1752,  resolved  that  it  should  be  inserted  here. 

Witness.  In  the  name  of  all, 

Joannes  RItsema,  Pres.  p.  t. 
Lib.  A.  811,  819L 


Olassis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Coetus  to  the  Bev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  18, 1749. 

Bev.  and  Highly  Honored  Assembly:  I  have  the  honor  to 
present  to  you  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Coetus,  held  on  the  12th 
•of  September,  and  following  days,  prepared  as  well  as  I  could, 
ivithout  the  notes  of  Domine  Haaghoort  which  I  have  written 
for,  to  fill  up  therewith  the  final  draft  of  this,  but  have  not  yet 
received  them. 

It  was  my  duty  to  send  you  a  letter  for  a  further  statement  of 
tho  condition  of  the  congregations,  but  this  would  tell  you  of  very 
little  alteration.  It  was  three  days  after  the  rising  of  the  Coetus 
when  I  first  became  possessed  of  the  missive  from  the  Classis 
with  the  Acta  Synodi,  because  Domine  Boel  did  not  sooner  re- 
ceive his  box  which  contained  the  letter.  Yet  other  letters  had 
been  in  hand  for  some  days  already;  for  which  reason,  the  re- 
quest is  made  that  the  address  of  the  letters  to  the  Coetus  be 
made  directly  to  me,  or  to  my  colleague,  Eitzema.  Neverthe- 
less, as  some  of  the  ministers  were  still  in  the  city,  the  letter 
was  opened  and  read.  While  I  have  immediately  sent  away  the 
inclosures,  we  heartily  thank  the  Classis  for  their  remarkable 
letters,  and  the  evidence  of  their  continued  kindness  in  the  ac- 
companying  Acta. 

In  consequence  of  the  letter,  it  was  judged  necessary  to  appoint 
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an  Extraordinary  Coetus  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  November  sat^ 
which  I  immediately  did  in  their  name.  An  answer  has  beei  ft- 
ceived  from  Domine  Arondeus,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  tloL 
Nothing  in  writing  has  been  heard  from  Muzelins,  but  the  vqNnt 
runs  that  he  will  come  before  us  as  little  as  Arondeua  did. 

The  Rev.  Assembly  will  please  to  observe  that  whereas  i» 
have  been  warned  not  henceforth  to  make  the  least  request  for 
permission  to  examine  any  one  for  the  ministry,  (although  tb 
Coetus  felt  itself  bound  to  make  application  for  Peter  De  Wint, 
the  candidate^  whose  testimonials  from  the  church  and  the  Cksos 
are  sent  herewith,)  we  acquiesce  entirely  therein.  But  the  Coe- 
tus of  Pennsylvania  has  written  to  the  Synod  of  South  Hollaad 
on  behalf  of  an  excellent  student,  prudent  and  skilled  in  the 
languages,  and  famed  for  his  gifts  as  a  preacher,  at  Aqusekoih 
onck,  which  desires  never  to  have  any  union  with  Second  River, 
as  two  of  the  principal  persons  at  Aquackononck  have  said  to  me. 

Before  I  close,  I  am  compelled  to  say  that  a  violent  storm 
arose  very  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  in  the  congregation  of 
New  York.  Three  of  the  congregation,  acting  in  name  of  il 
gave  the  Consistory  to  understand  that  the  most  of  the  people 
were  inclined,  on  account  of  the  old  age  of  Domine  Du  Bois,  to 
call  the  minister,  Eggo  Tonkens  Van  Hoevenberg,  who  had  come 
here  from  Surinam,  on  his  way  to  Holland.  The  thing  might 
possibly  have  succeeded,  but  that  he  was  unwilling  to  be  bound  ly 
his  call  to  belong  to  the  Coetus,  and  spoke  very  injuriously  of  it 
to  an  elder,  and  charged  me  with  intriguing  in  the  congregation, 
and  said  that  he  would  not  have  any  reverence  for  me,  were  I 
even  as  old  as  Methuselah,  etc.  My  colleague,  Ritzema,  he  ca- 
luminated  as  a  Judas,  merely  on  the  ground  of  an  untnitli  in- 
vented by  himself,  as  was  afterwards  proven.  The  result  was, 
that  his  bustling  quelled  the  storm  at  once;  the  desire  of  the 
mass  was  turned  in  the  opposite  direction,  and  the  enterprise  com- 
pleteVy  oveiW^Ltowo..    Larger  still,  and  yet  very  concise,  is  my 
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■zuunratiye  of  this  affair  to  the  Messrs.  Schellurne,  to  which  we  ap- 

K^eal^  if  it  be  necessary. 

This,  I  hope,  shall  at  least  satisfy  the  Rev.  Assembly.     While 

ZI  heartily  thank  you  for  your  affectionate  inclinations  towards 
me,  and  your  approval  of  my  ecclesiastical  conduct,  the  few 
moments  which  still  remain  to  me,  under  God's  help,  shall,  so 
far  as  is  in  me,  be  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  congrega- 
tions in  these  provinces.  And  so,  wishing  you  all  health  and 
blessing  from  God  in  Christ,  I  conclude  with  all  honor  and  esteem 
for  your  Rev.  Assembly. 
Honored  sirs.  Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  DU  BOIS,  Clerk  Extraof. 
New  York,  October  18,  1749. 

Iawbence  Hoff  to  Rev.  John  Ritzema,  October  22nd,  1749. 

Portf  oKo,  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i. 

Was  addressed  —  To  be  delivered  to  Rev.  Ritsema,  minister  In  New  York. 

To  be  read  to  the  Coetns,  which  pretends  to  have  a  care  that  our  Dntch  churches 
should  flourish  and  be  built  up,  with  all  the  congregation  belonging  to  them,  in 
order  to  bring  forth  fruit  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  God's  Holy  Name,  here  in 
Qneens  County,  and  particularly  at  Oyster  Bay. 

Yon,  the  Rev.  Du  Bois,  and  the  Bev.  Ritsema,  what  have  you  ever  contributed 
to  tliat  end?  It  may,  indeed,  be  said,  that  you,  with  your  adherents  have  been 
the  means  of  bringing  our  churches  into  a  state  of  confusion;  and  your  eyes  and 
my  eyes  must  now  see,  that  the  longer  you  continue  in  such  doings,  the  further 
you  lead  them  towards  destruction.  I  fear  that  neither  you  nor  your  adherents 
are  at  all  possessed  of  true  charity;  but  that  you  are  tainted  with  the  spirit  of 
the  rich  young  man,  (in  the  Gospel.)  We  might  still  have  been  able  to  have  our 
religious  services  conducted  by  one,  the  Rev.  (John  H.)  Goetschius  —  a  young 
Timothy  indeed.  I  am  sure  that  if  you  had  felt  concerned  about  the  salvation  of 
your  own  souls,  you  would  also  have  had  compassion  on  our  poor  souls,  and  not 
have  driven  that  minister  of  God's  Word  away  from  us,  seeing  that  it  was  little 
enongh  anyhow,  that  we  had,  when  he  could  be  away  from  his  own  church.  Is  it 
not  a  sad  thing  that  there  are  Reformed  ministers  among  us  so  willing  to  bring 
to  naught  the  means  of  grace,  as  to  cause  our  church,  with  the  larger  part  of  the 
congregations,  to  go  to  ruin?  And  apparently  only  for  the  reason,  that  a  few  of 
the  church  have  separated  from  us,  and  have  until  now  not  been  willing  to  unite 
with  us  in  listening  to  Rev.  Goetschius,  although  you  had  Installed  him  as  our 
legal  minister?  This  (ordination  of  his)  is  the  only  sting  in  their  hearts;  and  the 
whole  reason  for  their  burden  of  hatred  and  envy,  so  that  they  cannot  bear  to  hear 
Rev.  Goetschius  conduct  service  among  us.  If  this  is  not  the  reason,  why  do  they 
not  come  to  hear  him?  And,  if  you  encourage  them  in  their  position,  then  yon 
encourage  evil  and  give  place  to  wrath,  and  cannot  answer  for  it  by  the  Word 
of  God. 

Moreover,  those  who  have  separated  themselves  from  us  have  their  wish  (by  his 
departure);  and  now  we,  with  our  dear  children  and  our  gray  haired  sires,  have  to 
go  without  any  religious  service,  as  you  have  closed  the  church.  But  woe  unto  you! 
I  take  to  witness  against  yon  the  Word  of  God.    You  have  cast  onr  churches  on 
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tbe  ncki.  and  we  wander  about  Uke  lost  ibcep. 
•(  HI.  and  d«atro7  as,  God  will  dcmaad  tbc  btood  of  each  moI  at  jm  tu*. 
And  bow,  CBD  7on  eipect  tbat  a  cburcb  (bus  dlatractrd  will  Iwrie  pcsre)  Ita 
reaioD  can  roa  glre  lor  actlog  tbua?  Wherefore  are  yon  placed  u  -rirrliTn  ■ 
■be  WBlli  o!  ZIo&T  Do  7011  expect  to  build  Bp  Ood'a  oharrb  witb  baired  ami  tarj 
Bo  long  as  tbc  Mparaclsta  are  doi  wIIIIqe  to  be  recoaclled  trltb  Brr.  OiitMtm 
M  aa  asatD  to  eater  our  cburcb,  and  nith  e»  to  llalea  to  bim.  fon  can  make  oibi 
peace  aaiong  na.  accordliiK  to  tbe  Word  ol  Qod.  nor  brlni  tbe  tbnrrb  Inn)  I  00 
condllloa  igBlD.  How  csn  fou  cipecl  a  true  peace,  wbeo  balred  aad  eirr  11 
cberlsbed  aifalDat  ■  lawful  mlnliter,  sod  bla  opponeuta  will  Dot  be  recondM  1 
ai  to  oomc  Dnd  bear  bluT  How  can  ;on  eipect  tbat  tbe  Lord's  Supper  cu  I 
celebraledJ  You  would  make  tbe  cburcb  to  be  ■  public  nulaance:  ud  tt  *lll  M 
bard  IblDB  to  EUter  tbe  bouic  of  God  wItb  lacb  aa  ore  all  tbe  Itmc  brloflBf  M 
bllter  gall  and  wormwood. 

And  now  Rev.  Benllemea.  I  Inform  jon  tbat  I  ani  pot  yet  a  meinber  of  B 
cburcb;  nor  could  1  uolle  wllb  you.  ao  lon«  aa  yon  tbua  d*al  with  the  charA 
■boutd  prefer  to  eo  orer  to  tbc  Engllab  Preabj  lerlana.  nod  ao  would  mulilIiidM 
otbcrs  witb  mc.  1  pray  you  let  me  ask.  whether  yoa  canool  brtnc  the  chu 
Into  order  Bgaln,  now  (bat  you  bare  led  it  ao  for  liili>  dlaordvr.  Conoldtr  ■> 
you  have  done  against  Rev.  Goetacblua  and  bis  eburcb.  Haa  anytblng  cone  IK 
trom  all  Ibla  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  Qod'a  Holy  Name,  and  to  make  the  ebv 
to  flourish?  I  nm  afraid  not.  It  this  be  ao.  bow  tbea  can  yoa  eipect  to  ndo 
tbe  SoTlor'a  queatloD  In  [be  Day  of  Judgement.  "  What  BaiD  bare  ye  made  wl 
my  talenta?  "  la  it  not  (0  be  feereil  that  you  will  have  to  *ay.  "  We  bailed  Ta 
talents  In  the  earth,  for  we  thought  you  were  1  bard  master."  ta  tbat  to  be  ■ 
Then  your  case  will,  indeed,  be  a  sad  one.  Posalbly  yon  will  bear  tbe  hbuim 
"Take  (bam,  bluil  them  hand  and  foot,  and  coat  tbem  Into  eternal  darkaaa 
Tou  may  then  altcmpt  to  eicnse  jouraclTeB,  by  snylng.  "Hare  we  boI  uu(»t 
thy  atreetal  Have  we  not  eaten  and  drunk  la  thy  Name?  And  what  wtU  B 
Bavlor  any  tbcn,  eicept  — "  Deport  from  me  ye  curaed  —  I  never  knew  fm  —  la 
the  Bre  which  Is  prepared  tor  tbe  Devil  and  his  angela."  Who  eao  keep  lUa 
If  we  should  keep  silent,  the  very  stones  would  cry  oot.  NotblDK  more  al  praa 
And  BO  I  remain, 

L.awi«DC«  Hof, 


Ci-Aseis  OF  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  1749,  Oct ! 

Letter  from  Rev.  Lambertus  (le  Ronde,  of  Paramaribo,  (Sui 

name),  to  tlie  Rev.  Visacher,  dated  Mnj-  26,   1749,  witb  thn 

ineloBiires. 

He  gives  reaaona  why  he  despatches  this  to  Rev.  Tlascber.  Be  lameali  II 
combination  of  tbe  French  snd  Dutch  conalatoriea,  nnd  the  dlatasle fulness  of  t 
manner  of  tbe  luKtallatlou  of  Rev.  E.  T,  van  Hoevcnberg.  aa  well  Bs  the  mano 
of  the  presentntlon  of  tbe  same  before  the  church  of  Paramaribo.  In  this,  he  bi 
been  Interfered  with  by  Rev.  Peter  Yver,  for  which  he  still  aaks  aatlafactlon.  ai 
submits  some  conelderatlona  In  regard  to  It,  even  Ds  be  bad  also  nddrcflsed  hli 
self  to  tbe  court.  And  althooEh  the  position  of  Rev.  van  Hoevcnberg  bad  ■ 
yet  been  determined,  nnd,  therefore,  the  presentation  of  him  by  Rev.  Tver,  ai 
all  tbat  the  consistory  bad  resolved  upon  and  done  In  tbat  bualnesa.  wa*  i 
dared  to  be  null,  and  of  no  validity:  anil  It  bad  been  wlsbed  tbat  Rev.  n 
Hoevenbecf  had  been  flrnt  presented  by  me;  nevertheless  tbe  conatslory  had  pr 
testpfl  agBlnst.  tbV«  Yi.esi>\\ittQii  ot  v'te  CwaW.-,  w«\  ■«.V5.  Kutrenberg  had  mad*  k 
entrance  wUtOQt  rt>5  tntttwi  ^tenn.'ui.Vuni  «.  «x\. 
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Farther,  Ber.  De  Ronde  giTe*  a  fall  relation  of  the  anseemly  condact  of  Rer. 
Boerenberf  in  reference  to  his  Excellency,  the  GoTemor,  who  had  treated  him 
tB  a  Tery  friendly  manner;  bot  he  was  treated  In  bad  faith  by  Rev.  HoeTenberg 
In  retam  and  slandered,  both  in  the  conalttory  and  before  the  Ck>Temment« 
!Fherefore  his  Bxcellency  was  compelled  to  take  notice  of  it,  before  the  court, 
vfhich  condemned  Rev.  B.  T.  ran  Hoerenberf  to  tear  In  pieces  his  impertinent 
papers  before  the  bailiff,  and  to  ask  pardon;  bat  tie  was  already  pardoned  by  his 
Szcellency,  the  Goyemor.  who  also  ordered  Rct.  Hoerenberg  to  keep  the  peace; 
iMit  that  this  had  very  little  saccess.  Rot.  De  Ronde  complains  of  the  wretched 
•state  of  the  Suriname  church.  He  takes  into  consideration  whether  he  ought  not 
to  return  to  the  Fatherland,  unless  Classis  knows  of  some  means  to  restore  peace, 
aad.to  waken  up  all  the  well-meaning  ones.    He  concludes  with  salutations. 

The  first  enclosure  was  a  notification,  in  the  name  of  the  consistory  of  Para- 
maribo, dated  May  10,  1749,  to  Rev.  Lambertus  de  Ronde,  by.Plonteao  Pietert, 
that  it  was  not  necessary  ttiat  Rct.  Hoevenberg  should  be  further  presented. 

The  second  enclosure  was  a  Latin  letter,  (copied)  from  Rey.  E.  T.  ran  Hoyen- 
l»erg,  to  his  Excellency  J.  J.  Mauricius,  Governor  of  Suriname,  wherein  is  to  be 
toond  much  evidence,  not  only  of  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg's  Insolence,  but  also  of  his 
'  lack  of  good  sense. 

The  third  enclosure  contains  the  same  translated  into  Dutch,    xsiii.  144. 

Petition  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  New  York,  Oct.  29, 

1749. 

To  his  Bxcellency  the  Honourable  George  Clinton  Captain  General  and  Govemour 
Ib  Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  and  Territories  thereon  depetadlng  in 
America  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Same  and  Admiral  of  the  White  Squadron  in  His 
Majesty's  Fleet. 

Hombly  Sheweth 

That  a  Petition  the  11th  of  Hay  a.  c.  being  brought  in,  from  your  Excellency's 
petitioner  Michael  Christian  Knoll  and  his  Consistory,  In  Cause  and  for  five  hun- 
dred Acres  of  Land  for  a  Glebe  at  Ouassaik  Creek  in  the  Highlands. 

That  your  Slxcellency  had  been  pleased;  more  points  of  Declaration  should  be 
tadd  before  Your  Excellency 

In  Obedience  of  which  we  lay  down 

litra.  A.  Shewing  the  proper  terms  of  his  Majestys  most  gracious  Letters  Pat- 
•cnts  concerning  those  five  hundred  Acres. 

Litra.  B.  In  what  manner  our  Ministers  of  New  York  tiave  observed  the  Service 
of  Worship  from  time  to  time. 

Litra.  C.    Br  what  authority  our  Ministers  are  gone  to  Serve  at  Quassalk  namely, 

1.  By  Indulgence  of  our  Honourable  Gk)vemours 

2.  By  Corporation  of  the  Trustees  there,  with  our  Church  in  New  York 
Litra.  D.    An  Extract  of  Circumstances,  in  what  Manner,  they  now  there  (upon 

the  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety  Acres  of  Land)  living  Inhabitants,  Eng- 
lish Presbyterian  and  Dutch  Reformed  have  taken  Possession  of  the  Church  and 
the  Church  Land  there. 

Whereof  it  appears,  that  Birgert  Myndert,  our  one  Trustee  having  sold  his  Land 
too,  he  being  the  last  of  they,  there  settled  Lutheran  Inhabitants  on  the  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety  Acres,  and  he  being  removed  at  the  Walenkill, 
Jind  our  second  Lutheran  Trustee  being  one  of  our  Tenants  upon  the  Glebe,  the 
new  Intiabitants  think  to  be  master  ol  the  Glebe,  and  have  lockt  up  the  Church 
there,  meaning  that  your  most  humble  petitioner,  nor  the  said  old  Trustees,  not 
have  any  right  at  the  Glebe,  for  want  of  Lutheran  settled  Inhabitants  upon  the 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety  Acres,  although  there  live  as  Tenants  upon 
the  Glebe  and  there  about,  on  both  sides  of  the  River,  more  than  thirty  Families 
of  our  Protestant  Confession,  and  higher  at  Bachwaik  a  thirty  Families  more. 
Therefore  as  in  the  former  Petition  Your  Excellencies  ordering  and  Will  is  humbly 
prayed  for,  that  the  said  five  hundred  Acres  of  Land  may  oe  granted  unto  oar 
Church  in  New  York  for  the  Use  Benefit  and  Behoof  of  the  Faniilies  round  about 
Quassalk,  although  they  are  not  settled  Inhabitants  upon  the  two  thousand  one 
liandred  and  ninety  Acres,  that  they  may  there  Congregate  at  Quassalk  Glebeland 
or  upon  any  convenient  Place,  and  may  have  their  old  and  own  Trustees  under 
them  in  Corporation  with  the  Church  of  New  York,  in  the  End  they  may  perform 
their  Sacred  Service  without  Envy  Hatred  and  Scandal.    And  we  shall  ever  pray 

Micliael  Christian  Knoll,  Protestant  Lutheran  Minister 

in  New  York. 
^  Oh«M4  Baakmaa,  Oaoift  Ptttanoa,  Johann  David  Wolff. 

JH^  '  aa  h%  done  on  this 

Tot  ttL  p.  868. 
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Claesis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  Aineriea. 

Rev,  E.  T,  Van  Iloevenberg  to  Mr.  B.  (Bronwer)  a  member  «' 
the  Classia  of  Amsterdam,  Nov.  1,  1749.     (X.  S.) 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i. 

Vtrr  Ber.  Hnd  Learnrt  Sir,  Dear  Sir.  and  Highly  EBt^eiiied  Brottw:— 

For  two  reHaooB  I  Hml  mj-self  QDder  tbe  DereBsIlT  of  eciuJIds  your  B«T.  ttt 
letter.  bopIuK  and  upci^tlnB  —  Bluoe  an  your  adrlce  I  wtnt  tn  Sarioaiue  —  Is  tn 
four  ear.  is  a  brother  who  Is  well-mEnalng.  and  whom  I  bare  almyi  toaod  w*C 
disposed  lon-ard  mc.  The  Ont  conceroa  my  case  In  SurlnHioe:  the  BeconO,  noe- 
thlDg  tbat  has  oc<?iicred  at  New  York  —  which  I  aak  jonr  Rev.,  as  ose  «f  ik 
Committee  od  ForrlRn  Allalrt.  to  [ay  before  the  Rei.  Classls  of  AmrtpnliiB. 

L  My  case  In  SurlnaniG  was  (bis: — The  QoTcrnor.  after  some  difference  vttk  m 
about  ccckalaHtU'al  ntlalrs.  In  which  he  meddled  altogether  too  moch:  uh)  ibm 
■oin«  dill  matters.  aCcctlns  a  minister  aa  a  sbepberd  of  sonls.  and  rcEaUnf  Id 
that  geatlemaa's  ctII  eonducl:  na  appeared  from  bis  one  hand-nrlllBg.  ta  Ike 
bands  of  Madame  DnTolsto: — the  Govi'mnr  made  peace  wllb  me  by  letter  ctwrptir 
the  past  was  to  he  furEOttea.  But  on  my  coming  oat  of  church  at  a  cerlAla  tlat. 
harlnt;  been  conducllug  a  prnyec-ntectlDg,  bis  adjotaat,  Henscbei  by  naiBe.  ralM 
oat  after  mc.  "  God  damn  It.  the  fellow  la  craiy."  Were  I  allowed.  I  conM  U 
an  eipeane  of  about  two  hundred  and  ten  guilders,  proye  this  onder  oath,  hy  lint 
or  four  wllneaaeH.  This  affair  was  passed  over  by  the  Gf^-CTDor  and  hb  adUtuy 
eonrl,  without  the  least  punlshmeot;  although  I  declare  most  poaillTCiy.  that  if 
they  EBTc  mc  do  antlafactlon.  they  must  not  he  aurprlsed.  if.  by  Uie  law  of  aann 
I  myself  took  satisfaction.  1  meant  by  this  nothing  else  than  that  I  wonid  oMiIi 
Instlce.  For  this  reason.  1  was  chased  as  a  rebel  out  of  the  colony,  as  iiiptan 
from  extracts  from  the  murt.  One  In  particular  refers  to  me  as  I>elng  craiy,  Is 
ciplanattoa  of  a  lat^r  one.    These  are  enclosed  herewith. 

My  retinest  Is,  that  the  brethren  would  bring  this  matter  before  the  BapNoc 
Authority:  Id  order  that  tbe  Oovemor.  with  his  creatarea.  or  I  myself  accordlait 
to  the  dcmanda  of  the  case,  may  be  pnnlsbed.  For,  If  I  was  craiy.  then  nt  I 
treated  too  harshly  ^  Insanentl  etim  lex  scripts.  If  I  was  not  craiy.  and  it  wu 
correctly  reporied  that  I  preached  rebellion,  then  I  was  treated  loo  leniently.  Bii 
I  hare  with  me  a  certificate  from  the  consistory  which  clears  me  of  all  Elut.  and 
whlcb  I  did  not  want  to  traaC  to  the  aea.  N.  B.  By  the  last  edict  of  Ibe  eoan 
I  wna  forbidden  even  to  write  (o  tbe  consistory,  and  forbidden,  though  IMI  oader 
censure,  to  preach.  For  the  Governor,  as  the  President  Mr.  DtiTotsIa  (old  aje. 
wanted  to  force  the  consistory  to  put  me  under  censure  aa  a  rebellloue  mlnUta. 
He  sent  a  soldier  to  my  door  to  carry  me  as  a  prisoner,  to  the  fnrt.  In  case  1  rtonU 
dare  to  set  a  foot  outside,  I  was  treated  In  tbe  harshest  manner,  and  chased  out 
of  tbe  country  a  scoundrel  —  1.  who,  as  n  clllaen.  nought  the  good  of  tbe  coloBy. 
and.  aa  a  minister,  like  noother  Jereboaoii  songht  the  ealcatlon  nt  tbe  ■onli  et 
Ibe  congregation:  for  the  OoTFrnor,  as  well  as  the  meanest  member  of  tbe  chvA 
had  been  eondded  tn  my  care. 

It  must  therefore,  be  plain  to  yonr  Rev.  It  was  my  fear  which  baa  led  me  to 
expose  the  matter  more  than  once  to  Mr,  Knienkamp  and  to  yonr  ItfT.  Was 
not  all  thiB  calculated  to  drive  a  man  of  delicate  bcaln  to  Ineanlty.  unless  God 
lirolecled  him?  God  be  praised!  Never  did  I  experience  more  confidence  and 
peace  with  bim  by  faith  In  Jeaus  Christ.  Iban  at  preaent:  and  I  hope  tbat  hy  hl< 
spirit,  he  may  cumfort  nie  always  until  the  day  of  eternal  Joy   In  glory. 

Arrived  nt  New  York,  [  waft  obliged  lo  stay  over  there  for  more  than  all  we*lD^ 
I  was  a-ked  to  preach.  The  ministers  there  are  generous  enongb  In  that  regard. 
Tbe  chnrcb  was  so  greatly  pleased  with  mc  tbat  they  wiabcd  tbat  I  ml^t  be 
wltb  them  on  a  Friday,  to  let  tb»  ablp  go,  wbleb  «••  to  sail  <m  Tncadv    TUa  I 


OF  THE  State  of  New  York.  3097 

did  in  order  not  to  be  disobedient  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord.  By  a  unanimous  TOte, 
I  was  then  called.  The  president  was  4tithorlxed,  In  the  name  of  the  consistory, 
to  present  me  the  Call,  and  to  write  It  out  formally  for  signature  the  next  day. 

But  before  that  was  done,  the  elder  Van  Wyk,  with  the  Church-Master,  Clopper, 
came  to  show  me  an  extract  touching  the  Ooetus.  They  wanted  to  force  me  to 
Join  this  Body,  by  my  signature,  only  having  a  clause  put  into  the  Call  to  that 
effect.  They  threatened  me.  that  If  I  were  not  willing  to  sign,  the  Call  would 
not  be  allowed  to  stand.  To  which  I  replied  that  I  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Intrigues  of  Backer  and  Du  Bols,  even  if  the  latter,  who  is  ever  appeal- 
ing to  his  great  age,  were  as  old  as  Mathuselah.  This  was  Judged  to  be  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  dropping  the  Call,  although  Rev.  Du  Bols  had  said  more  than 
once  in  full  consistory,  that  such  a  thing  ought  not  to  prevent  a  Call.  Neverthe- 
less, the  consistory  declared  It  void  for  reasons  which  they  dared  not  give  me;  for 
the  names  of  subscribers  had  been  scratched  out,  and  there  was  not  enough 
money  to  pay  me. 

Therefore  I  send  to  your  Rev.  these  two  quacrlturs,  with  the  earnest  request 
that  you  yourself  will  please  to  hand  them  to  the  Classls  and  urge  it  to  a  de- 
ciaion,  so  that  I  may  know  how  I  am  to  regulate  myself.  After  a  prayer  for  a 
blessing  upon  you,  and  the  offer  of  my  service,  I  have  the  honor  to  sign  myself, 
with  all  fraternal  regard. 

Very  Rev.  and  Learned  Sir,  Tour  Revs,  obedient  servant  and  brother  In  Christ, 

Bggo  Tonkens  V.  Hoevenberg. 
New  York,  Nov.  1,  1749. 

P.  S.  It  should  be  noticed  that,  after  the  Call  had  been  destroyed  in  con- 
sistory, a  committee  of  two  presented  me  twenty  five  pounds,  in  New  York  money. 

The  Two  Queeiturs  of  Rev.  Eqqo  Tonkens  Van  Hoevenberg, 

Nov.  7,  1749. 

Portf oUo,  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i. 

Very  Rev.  and  Learned  Sir,  Mr.  B.  Brouwer,  faithful  and  highly  respected  min- 
ister of  JesuR  Christ  and  his  Church  at  Amsterdam: 

QUAERITUR. 

Delivered  by  Eggo  Tonkens  Van  Hoevenberg,  minister  at  Paramaribo,  in  the 
province  of  Suriname.    To  the  very  Rev.  ClassTs  of  Amsterdam  held  in  the  year, 

I.  The  minister  Van  Hoevenberg  asks  the  very  Rev.  Classia  of  Amsterdam  how 
he  is  to  conduct  himself  in  this  matter  pertaining  to  Suriname. 

1.  How  he  is  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  the  ill  treatment  received  from  the 
Governor  and  his  adjutant,  Henschel. 

2.  Whether  pay  is  not  due  him,  seeing  that,  without  church  censure,  he  was 
Tlolently  driven  away,  permission  first  having  been  granted  him  to  remain  or  to 
go  as  he  might  choose. 

II.    Whether  In  the  matter  of  New  York, 

1.  He  is  to  be  considered  as  a  legally  called  minister. 

2.  Whether  the  consistory  has  power,  when  it  lias  legally  made  out  a  Call,  to 
nulllnr  the  same,  when  no  reasons  for  deposing  a  minister  can  be  adduced.  Was 
signed  by 

A*  *T       V    ,.    ^T       m   ,«..«     .^    « V  ®'  Tonkens  V.  Hoevenberg. 

At  New  York,  Nov.  7,  1749.    (O.  S.) 
Under  cover  of 

Mr.  J.  Guerin,  No.  2. 
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Pbooexdinos  of  the  Fifth  Ooxtus^  Beouiv^  ik  Nxw  Yoke,  lor. 

7, 1749. 

[Vol.  zxiii.    194  seq.] 

Forenoon  BeMlon 

The  Extraordinary  Coetiia  aaaembled»  and  waa  opened  bj  Domlne  Briekiw  #1 
an  ImpreaalTe  prayer. 

Members  Present. 

Peter  Manchalk. 
Abraham  Liefferte. 
Tnnia  Swmrt. 
Absent. 

Jacob  Stonteobenc. 
Abraham   Lott. 
Jacob  Feck. 
Henry    Fisher. 
Albert   Zabrti^le. 

The  Elders,  Comellns  Kuyper  and  Comelins   Alofsen. 

Domlne  Rltsema  was  chosen  President,  and  Domlne  Dn  Bols  Clerk,  Is  ene 
qnence  of  the  absence  of  Domlne  Van  SantToord.  The  Mlnntee.  and  the  Mtvil 
the  previous  Coetns  to  the  Classls,  were  read  and  approTed,  as  also  were  tkt  pi* 
ceedings  of  the  Extraordinary  Clerk  In  the  name  of  the  Coetus.  Then  the  ktta 
of  the  RcT.  Classls  wss  read. 

1.  Arondens. —  Domlne  Arondeas  hsTlng  gone  to  Barltan.  a  letter  was  viltta 
to  him,  of  which  the  following  Is  a  6opy: 

New  York,  7th  November,  n« 
Dom.  Joannes  Arondeas: 

Dear  Sir:— 

The  Coetus  has  considered  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  Oetober  last,  bot  temA  o 
satisfaction  at  all  in  It.  Yet  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  letter  of  tJie  Sei 
Classls  to  the  Coetus,  the  Coetus  is  fully  empowered  to  cite  yon  tiefore  It,  u ! 
hereby  does;  but  your  journey  to  the  Raritan  now  delays  It.  The  Cbetss.  m 
sldering  the  consequences  resulting  from  the  Journey-  and  serrice,  warn  yos  U  tl 
consequences  which  must  follow  therefrom,  by  reason  of  your  neglect  of  tU: 
And  the  Coetus  expects  you  to  appear  before  their  Assembly  next  Thtnif 
afternoon.  The  purport  of  this  has  also  been  sent  to  your  Consistory,  that  t^ 
may  appear  at  the  same  time  before  the  Coetus. 

With  the  usual  greetings,  I  remain. 

A  similar  letter  was  written  to  his  Consistory. 

Afternoon   Sesrton. 

1.  Dom.  Fryenmoet's  Letter. —  The  meeting,  accordlnf^  to  coaUnn.  wss  «pM 
with  prayer.  Domlne  Du  Bois  delivered  a  letter  from  Domlne  FryesjaoeC  tt 
substance  of  which  was,  that  he  was  willing  to  Join  the  COetna.  Tie  litas 
dinary  Clerk  was  directed  to  send  to  him  the  Fundamental  ArtidM  sad  Bsln  i 
the  Coetua 

2.  The  Pslta—  The  Coetus  has  thought 
of  the  Palts,  whenever  the  Coetus  shatf  " 
DomVne  Q<Mi\aft\L\\kv  ^3bal  Qwn^Marf  Ip 
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8.  Jamaica. —  The  committee  on  the  case  of  the  congregation  of  Jamaica  reported 
that  Domlne  RItsema  had  preached  there,  and  had  chosen  and  ordained  a  Oon- 
■Istory;  wherein  the  Coetns  rests  content. 

4.  Queens  Oonnty. —  (1.)  Justus  Duryee  and  Albert  Hoogland,  elders  from  Ja- 
maica, came  in,  and  declared  that  thej  had  receiTed  the  letter,  and  would  hare 
glTen  it  to  the  parties  concerned,  but  they  would  not  read  nor  receive  It,  sajlng 
that  they  had  a  minister  and  a  Consistory,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Coetoa. 

(2.)  Newtown. —  The  elders  from  Newtown,  John  Colvert,  had  given  the  letter, 
through  his  brother,  to  the  party  addressed,  who  had  read  it  orer,  and  desired 
a  copy.    But  they  considered  that  there  was  no  need  of  a  copy,  and  that  is  alL 

(8.)  Success. —  Andrew  Onderdonk,  from  Success,  reported  that  he  had  given 
the  letter  to  the  party  addressed,  and  they  answered  that  they  approved  of  It, 
and  hoped  that  it  would  result  well. 

(4.)  Oyster  Bay. —  For  the  one  party,  Jacob  Montford,  Cornelius  Hoogland,  and 

Samuel  Losey,  promise  to  submit  themselves  to  the  Coetus,  and  to  bring  about 

the  same  with  their  friends.    The  reasons  why  they  have  not  submitted  to  the 

decision  of  the  last  Coetus  were,  the  non-payment  of  Domine  Ooetschlus's  salary, 

and  some  calumnies  against  him  as  heterodox. 

On  the  other  side,  John  Cousjon  and  Peter  Luyster,  as  a  committee  of  Oyster 
■Baj,  promise  that  an  earnest  elTort  shall  be  made  to  bring  up  the  arrears  of 
I>oiiiine  Goetschius*s  salary,  and  a  caution  given  against  accusing  him  of 
heterodoxy. 

November  8 — Forenoon. 

1.  Dom.  Arondeus. —  The  letters  to  Domine  Arondeus  and  his  Consistory  were 
not  dispatched,  because  William  Wood,  on  further  reflection,  declined  to  convey 
them;  and  William  Hopper,  who  then  undertook  it,  met  with  an  accident. 

2.  New  Letters. —  Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  sent  to  Domine  Arondeus  and  hla 
Consistory,  in  which  they  shall  be  cited  to  appear  before  the  Coetus  on  Monday 
morning,  at  nine  o'clock.  In  order,  according  to  the  request  of  the  Classis^  to 
state  their  charge  against  Domine  Van  Sinderen,  while  his  letter  to  the  Coetus 
la  refuted.  And  Arondeus  is  required  to  bring  with  him  the  letter  of  the  Rev. 
Classis  to  himself,  and  deliver  it  to  the  Coetus,  that  it  may  be  seen  whether  he 
has  liberty  to  address  himself  directly  to  the  Classis,  without  laying  hit  matter 
before  the  Coetus. 

81  Dr.  Du  Bois  having  undertaken  to  write  the  letters  of  citation  to  Domine 
Arondeus  and  his  party,  Domine  Haagoort  is,  in  the  meanwhile,  put  In  his  place 
aa  Clerk. 

(1.)  Dom.  Muaelius. —  Domine  Muselius  being  called  In,  appeared  according  to 
the  Classical  Letter,  and  promised  to  submit  to  the  decision  which  the  Coetus 
shonld  make  concerning  him. 

(2.)  Tappan. —  The  Consistory  of  Tappan  being  called  In,  made  a  representation 
touching  the  deportment  of  Domine  Muselius  after  his  censure,  and  their  pro- 
ceedings concerning  him  and  his  party. 

(8.)  Meanwhile,  the  elder,  Albert  Zabriskie,  from  Paramus,  obtained  liberty  to 
return  home  on  account  of  sickness. 

(4.)  Reference. —  The  case  of  Tappan  was  referred  to  this  afternoon,  and  the 
examination  of  Verbryck  until  to-morrow  morning. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  Assembly  was  opened  In  the  usual  manner. 

1.  Sentence  of  Muselius. —  It  was  concluded  that  he  should  still  continue  three 
months  under  his  censure,  under  the  direction  of  the  congregation.  This  was 
made  known  to  him,  and  he  submitted  to  it. 

Z  The  letter  of  citation  to  Arondeus  and  his  Consistory,  which  the  Clerk  was 
directed  to  prepare,  being  handed  in,  were  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  sent. 
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Norember  9  —  Forenoon. 

The  Assembly  was  opened  In  the  usual  manner. 

1.  Letter  of  L.  Haf. —  A  letter  was  read  from  Loiarens  Hof,  of  Ojitcr  Iv. 
not  a  member  of  the  Low  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  which  contained  tie  ■■ 
frightful  slanders  upon  Domine  Du  Bois.  Domlne  Rltxcma,  and  the  Coetm.  Tk 
Rev.  Assembly  declared  that  they  listened  to  it  with  the  utmost  mbhoCTCBc^it 
they  decreed  that  if  he  should  ever  wish  to  connect  himself  with  any  Bctaal 
Church  belonging  to  the  Coctus,  he  should  not  be  allowed,  until  he  repcKtiltf 
his  slander  upon  the  Coetus.  It  was  ordered  that  this  should  be  noted  la  Ai 
Church  Book  of  Oyster  Bay,  and  that  a  letter  should  be  written  to  the  bUSi 
of  the  Presbyterian  congregation,  to  prerent  them  from  recelrlng  hla  ut&  k 
had  made  satisfaction  to  the  Coetus. 

2.  Examination. —  The  student,  Samuel  Verbryck,  was  examined,  and  Ui  a 
amination  being  finished  with  credit,  he  was  declared  a  candidate  tot  the  miiitti. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  Assembly  was  opened  in  the  usual  way. 

1.  Payment  of  Salaries. —  The  question  of  derislns  means  In  order  to  msi 
the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  ministers  was  taken  Into  consideration,  ia  aead 
ance  with  the  express  direction  of  the  Classical  Letter. 

2.  Poughkeepsie. —  The  gentlemen  from  Poughkeepsle  handed  la  a  comaote 
tion,  which  was  read. 

Friday,  Norember  10  —  Forenoon. 

The  Assembly  was  opened  in  the  usual  way. 

1.  Aquackononck  and  Second  River. —  The  report  of  the  committee,  CMiiMkl 
of  the  New  Jersey  Circle,  upon  Aquackononck  and  Second  River,  was  takes  # 
The  Assembly  acquiesces  in  the  action  of  their  committee.  It  appears  froa  tk 
report  that  the  people  of  Aquackononck  are  not  Inclined  to  a  onion  wltk  SmmI 
River. 

2.  Poughkeepsie. —  The  written  complaints  of  the  Ponshkeepsle  friendi.  Le^ 
Du  Bois  and  Peter  Cutwater,  were  read,  and  they,  together  with  the  Consiitoc 
of  Domlne  Meinema,  were  called  in,  both  rfprese uting  the  others  who  were  esc 
eerued  in  the  matter. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  Assembly  was  opened  in  the  usual  way. 

1.  The  I\)ughkeepsle  Difficulties. —  The  communications  before  mentioned  m 
read  again  and   considered.     Whereupon   the  Coetus   resolved, 

(1.)  That  the  proceedings  of  the  Consistory  at  Flshklll,  In  relation  t»  It 
Matthew  Du  Bois,  were  lawful,  and  are  deemed  by  no  means  to  be  to  the  diD^ 
ment  of  the  late  Mr.  Du  Bois,  but  rather  a  Christian  reconciliation:  nor  wt^ 
they  to  be  opened  anew  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Consistory. 

(2.)  That  those  persons  who  refused  to  pay  moneys  for  the  salary  to  the  €■ 
sistory,   did  wrong. 

(3.)  Thnt  the  Consistory  failed  In  their  duty  when  they  immediately  calM  li 
fore  a  civil  magistrate  those  who  refused  money  for  salary. 

The  final   decision   was,   that  they   should  become   reconciled   with  cael 
that,  is,  Domlne  Meinema  with  his  Consistory  on  the  one  side,  and  Mr.  Ds 
and  Peter  Cutwater  with  their  friends  on  the  other;  which  was  done  to  tte  I 
faction  of  both  parties,  In  the  presence  of  the  Coetos. 


2.  Validity  of  Dom.  Goetschlns's 
Ine  Meinema,  in  the  name  of  his  Ooasistonr- 
baptised  by  Domlne  Goetschlns  (beten  * 
tlsed  oyer  again.    The  reply  of 
the  matter  as  It  now  Is- 

Then  the  Coetus  s 
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Honda/.  NoTember  18th  —  Forenoon. 

ic  Assembly  was  opened,  according  to  cnBtotan,  with  prayer. 
Final  Action  concerning  Domine  Mnzellns. —  The  question,  what  should  be 
^2  at  Tappan,  In  the  case  of  Domine  Muzellus,  when  the  three  months'  cen- 
^  had  expired,  was  taken  np.  Resolved,  That  the  three  nearest  ministers  at 
^"kensack  and  Paramus,  with  their  elders,  shall  repair  thither,  to  whom  the 
^slstory  of  Tappan  shall  state  how  Domine  Mnzellns  has  conducted  himself 
^ng  the  three  months.  If  he  has  conducted  properly,  Domine  Curtenlus  shall 
^Clch;  and  the  next  day  Domine  Curtenlus  shall  preach  in  the  morning,  remlnd- 
r  Domine  Muzellus  of  his  misdeeds;  and  in  the  afternoon  Domine  Muzellus 
^11  preach  his  penitential  sermons,  (boed  predikatie.)  Thereupon  the  three 
Kiisters  shall,  in  the  name  of  the  Coetus,  declare  him  emeritus.  To  this  con- 
L«ion  the  Coetus  Is  constrained  by  the  weakness  of  hie  eyesight,  and  the  other 
€!nm8taDces  which  have  come  before  us. 

2.  Doin.  Van  Sinderen  and  Dom.  Arondeus. —  The  case  of  Kings  County  in 
Latlon  to  Domine  Van  Sinderen  and  Domine  Arondeus,  with  their  respectiye 
lends,  was  taken  up. 

<1.)  Domine  Van  Sinderen  and  his  elder,  Abraham  Lott,  were  heard.  The  an- 
ority  to  call  given  by  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  and  the  call  itself  upon  Domine 
m  Sinderen,  through  the  Classls,  were  both  read  and  approved,  and  a  formal 
II  upon  him  was  produced  and  accepted. 

(2.)  The  friends  of  Arondeus  came  in,  and  promised  to  urge  Arondeus,  as  much 
they  could,  to  appear  with  them  in  the  morning  before  the  Coetus  with  their 
Arges. 

8.  Payment  of  Salaries. —  Domine  Haaghoort  presented  for  consideration  the 
etch  of  a  plan  for  securing  the  payment  of  ministers. 

4.  Approval  of  Calls. —  It  was  determined  that  in  future  no  calls,  whether  upon 
Inlsters  in  this  country  or  upon  those  In  Holland  or  elsewhere,  shall  be  deemed 
be  in  order,  unless  they  have  first  been  brought  before  the  Coetus  or  the  Circle, 
id  approved  by  them. 

Tuesday,  November  14th  —  Forenoon. 

The  Assembly  was  opened  in  the  usual  manner. 

1.  Letter  to  the  Paltz. —  The  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Paltz  was  read  and  ap- 
'ored,  and  they  were  told  to  address  themselves  to  Domine  Dn  Bois. 

2.  Reasons  of  Dom.  Frelinghuysen. —  Resolved,  That  the  Classls  be  requested  to 
•Dd  to  us  the  reasons  assigned  by  Domluc  Frelinghuysen  why  he  dreads  evil 
tnsequences  If  ever  any  one  hereafter  be  examined  by  the  Coetus. 

8.  Dom.  Frellnghuysen's  Book. —  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Classls  be  informed 
lat  the  book  of  Domine  Frelinghuysen  is  approved  by  us  in  the  name  of  the 
lassis,  some  expressions  having  been  omitted  by  the  author. 

4.  Van  Sinderen  and  Arondeus. —  The  case  of  Domine  Van  Sinderen  was  again 
iken  up,  and  the  letter  to  the  Rev.  Classls,  dated  December  12,  1748,  (in  which 
ie  matter  was  laid  open,)  having  been  read,  Domine  Van  Sinderen  was  asked 
hether  he  had  anything  further  to  add  on  his  side. 

He  said  that  on  Sunday,  October  12,  1748,  the  lock  of  the  church  door  in  Flat- 
i8h  was  broken  oflT  by  violence,  contrary  to  the  brotherly  advice  of  the  Coetus 
»  make  no  more  disturbances  in  the  congregation,  and  thus  possession  of  the 
lurch  was  obtained.  On  the  21st  of  Jan.,  1749,  the  lock  of  the  church  door  at 
ew  Amersfort  was  broken  off,  and  one  elder  and  two  deacons,  in  opposition  to 
omine  Van  Slnderen's  Consistory,  brought  Domine  Arondeus  into  the  pulpit 
lere.  On  the  19th  of  March,  1749,  Domine  Arondeus,  at  Brooklyn,  announced 
ime  as  new  members,  one  of  whom  he  had  chosen  for  deacon,  when  he  had  hc^er 
irtaken  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  On  the  19th  of  April,  Justus  Nagel  paid  his  salary 
nrrean,  whereupon  be  suspended  him  until  tldinga  bYioti\(L  \m  t«^«V^%^  It^ybl  ^^<^ 
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Classls.     On  the  15th   of  October,   1749,    Domlne   Arondens  onUlned  t 
and  two  deacons,  who,  having  before  been  chosen  by  Domine  Tan  Sindt 
not  ordained,  because  the  congregation  liad  objected. 
t^  '*' ;  I  Mr.   Nagel  and  his  friends  being  called  In,   reported    that   they  b&d 

}    .i  that  Domine  Arondens  should  appear  before  the    Coetns;    but   that  o 

!>rl  I  threatened  that  if  he  did  appear  they  would  leave  htm,  and  go  over  to  tl 


Church.  Hereupon  Mr.  Bodet  said  that  Domine  Arondens  would  abi 
letter  to  Domine  Du  Bols.  Jurlan  Brouwer  said,  on  behalf  of  the  co 
of  Brooklyn,  that  the  friends  of  Domine  Arondens  w5iild  never  Iutc 
to  do  vdth  Domine  Van  Sinderen.  Rutgers  Van  Brant*  of  New  Uti 
that  Domine  Van  Sinderen  had  said  that  he  wonld  no  longer  be  theL 
i  and  they  must  look  out  for  another.    This  he  had  said  from  the  pulpit 

Bay,  and  they  thanked  him  for  it,   and  brought   him    money.     BoeQf 
hees,  of  the  Bay,  had  no  authority  to  speak  in  behalf  of  that  Tillage. 


i',\  of   Bush  wick,   complained   of   Domine   Van   Slnderen's   unlicensed  toQg 
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pulpit  against  Domine  Arondens  and  his  friends;  bnt  his  object  was  d 
Domine  Van  Sinderen  go  away,  but  to  have  his  conduct  Improved. 


.i  Afternoon  Session. 


The  Assembly  was  opened,  as  usual,  with  prayer. 
1.  Case  of  Arondens. —  The  first  proposal  of  Domine  Arondens,  dated 
1,  1747,  was  read,  in  which  he  proposed  a  reconciliation  with  Domine  Va 
under  conditions.     Then  was  read  the  second  proposition,    dated  Au^ 
\.\\  without   conditions. 

Domine  Van  Slndereu's  reply  to  the  first  proposition  was,  that  t: 
make  this  reconciliation  for  themselves  In  a  Christian  way,  l>efore  ec 
persons;  but  that,  as  to  what  belonged  to  the  preachlnir,  that  should 
by  the  congregations  here,  as  well  as  at  Raritan.  Whence  it  appeare 
are  not  irreconcilable,  as  partisans  pretend. 
Domine  Van  Sinderen  had  no  time  allowed  him  to  answer  the  second  ] 
.>!  but  on  the  fourth  day  they  renounced  his  services,  as  an  irreconcilable 

'\  the  people  of  New   Utrecht  and   Brooklyn  gave   him    their   written  o] 

*'  without  copies,  and  from  that  time  abandoned  their  official  seats  as  el 

To  the  charge  of  Rutgers  Van   Brunt,   Domine  Van    Sinderen    repMe 

did  not  say  what  Is  charged,   but  that  In  the  sadness  of  his  soul  had 

he  wished  they  were  provided  with  another  minister,  who  could  serve  tt 

and  this  Is  confirmed  by  Abraham  Lott,  Justus  Relder,  and   William  C< 

i ;  The   Coetus  could  not  proceed  further  In  this   case,    because   DomlD^ 

was  unwilling  to  appear  before  them.     His  friends   undertook   to  Indo 
appear  with  them  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  the  coming  April,   and  they  ] 
us  notice  thereof  within  four  weeks.     If  Domine  Arondeus    promises 
"  then  the  Coetns  will  meet  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September,  1750. 

Domine  Rltzema  proposed  the  Inquiry,  whether  It  was  not  necesse 
Domine  Arondeus  (from  preaching)  In  Queens  County,  since  the  entire 
tlons  are  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Coetus?  Answer,  Yes!  but  tb 
Rltzema  should  not  execute  this,  In  the  name  of  the  Coetus,  before  1 
tlon  of  the  month  above  mentioned. 
'  Lastly,   both  parties  were  earnestly  enjoined  by  the   Assembly   to  re 

abusing  each  other,  which  Mr.  Abraham  Lott  and  Mr.   Nagel  promised 
selves,  and,  as  far  as  they  could,  for  the  others  also. 

Hereupon   the  Assembly   broke  up.   after  wishing   one   another   all   I 
blessing. 
[See  letter  of  Coetus  to  Classls,  dated  May  11,  1759.  ] 

5; 
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Clabsis  of  Amstbbbam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  1749. 

Xetter  from  Bev.  De  Ronde  and  the  Deacon  D.  van  Dusant  in  the 
name  of  the  Consistory  of  Paramaribo,  August  6,  1749. 

Thej  presuppose,  and  are  of  the  opinion,  that  the  Glarals  has  already  been 
Informed  of  the  affairs  of  ReT.  E.  T.  van  Hoevenberg.  They  will  shortly  send 
oyer  all  the  documents  and  papers  bearing  on  this  case,  and  give  now  only  a  brief 
account.  They  say  Rev.  Hoevenberg  again  sot  foot  In  that  land  on  April  2.  Three 
brethren  received  him  and  on  the  next  day  introduced  him  to  the  Consistory, 
where  he  was  cordially  welcomed  by  all  the  brethren.  The  hand  of  fraternity 
was  extended  to  him,  although,  to  their  surprise,  they  did  not  see  the  least  writ- 
ing or  certillcate  from  the  Classis.  This  they  overlooked.  In  order  not  to  give 
Rev.  Hoevenberg  the  least  occasion  for  confusion  of  brain,  to  which  he  had  been 
previously  seriously  subject. 

Meantime  the  Civil  Government,  had  not  yet  fixed  on  a  settled  place  for  Rev. 
Hoevenberg;  but  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  had  made  known  that  this  would 
be  done  ere  long,  viz.,  on  May  5,  when  he  would  be  in  Paramaribo;  and  that 
Rev.  De  Ronde  could  prepare  himself  to  present  Rev.  Hoevenberg  then  on  May  7, 
at  the  prayer  meeting,  to  the  congregation.  Rev.  De  Ronde  would  rather  not  do 
this  on  a  Wednesday  before  only  a  few  hearers;  but  Rev.  van  Hoevenberg,  who 
had  already  got  into  a  dispute  with  Rev.  de  Ronde,  insisted  upon  being  presented 
then;  for  he  thought  that  Rev.  De  Ronde,  on  account  of  the  pique  against  him, 
might,  before  a  great  concourse  of  people,  make  mention  of  the  previous  dis- 
tressing condition  of  Rev.  van  Hoevenberg,  who  feared  that  then  he  would  not  be 
able  to  preach  his  inaugural  on  the  following  Sunday  afternoon.  The  Consistory 
aaked  these  gentlemen,  therefore,  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  each  other. 
This  took  place;  but  then  Rev.  Yver,  on  consultation  with  Rev.  van  Hoevenberg 
and  an  elder,  undertook  to  present  Rev.  Hoevenberg  on  May  4. 

About  this,  Rev.  de  Ronde  complained  bitterly  in  the  Consistory  on  May  5.  Rev. 
Yver  did  not  wish  to  come  to  the  Consistory  at  that  time,  which  otherwise  might 
have  caused  this  affair  to  end  in  the  best  manner.  On  the  contrary,  he  went  off 
to  his  plantation  and  remained  there  until  the  10th  or  12th  of  June.  On  this  ac- 
count, the  Consistory  was  unable  to  settle  the  affair,  but  concluded  by  a  majority 
vote  tliat  although  the  action  of  Rev.  Yver  was  not  regular,  yet  that  Rev.  van 
Hoevenberg  should  not  be  presented  a  second  time,  as  this  was  not  absolutely 
necessary.  Inasmuch  as  he  had  been  previously  a  minister  there. 

But  at  this,  the  Civil  Government  (lit.  Court  of  Police,  or  Political  Court,)  which 
had  as  yet  made  no  assignment  of  a  place,  was  very  much  offended.  It  desired, 
after  that  assignment,  that  a  second  presentation  should  be  made.  To  this  end, 
it  sent  an  abstract  of  a  resolution,  whereby  everything  done  in  Consistory,  regard- 
ing Rev.  Hoevenberg  before  the  Court  had  made  the  assignment  was  declared  null 
and  void.  A  second  presentation  was  now  the  more  strongly  Insisted  on,  but  the 
Consistory  would  not  consent  to  it,  and  forbade  Rev.  De  Ronde  to  do  it.  These 
dissensions  became  all  the  worse,  because  Rev.  van  Hoevenberg  had  wrongly  re- 
ported the  Governor's  words  in  Consistory.  On  this  account  the  Qovemor  Mk«d 
for  a  deputation  from  the  Consistory.  He  declared  to  them  that  Rev.  van  Hoeven- 
berg had  reported  everything  either  senselessly  or  maliciously,  whereof  a  document 
was  delivered  to  the  Consistory. 

When  the  Consistory  was  about  to  deliberate  on  this,  the  President  was  informed 
by  the  Governor  that  Rev.  van  Hoevenberg  had  presented  a  Memorial,  against  his 
Szcellency,  to  the  Court.  Thereupon  the  Consistory  proceeded  no  further,  es- 
pecially, becau.<)e  the  Governor  wished  everything,  thus  far,  to  be  treated  merely 
aa  information.  Rev.  van  Hoevenberg  was  condemned  by  the  Court  to  tear  all 
Ills  papers,  with  his  own  hands,  before  the  Bailiff,  and  to  ask  pardon  of  the  Gov- 
ernor.   The  Ooremor  contented  himself  with  for\i\\ld\u«  "CLci^.  volu  iaL<Mr««Q^^T^  ^^«t 
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to  act  80  again,  or  to  speak  of  it  In  any  pnbllc  place.  ReT.  van  Hoerenberi  koH 
to  be  satisfied  therewith;  bat  in  fnil  Consistory,  he  refused  to  pray  for  his  Exo! 
lency  in  the  pnlpit,  until  he  received  express  command  to  do  iso.  Still  furfkr 
went  Rev.  Hoevenberg's  recklessness.  He  alleged  before  the  Consistory  tttt  e 
he  came  out  of  the  church,  and  Just  after  the  service  of  the  prayer-kocr.  It 
Hentzel,  adjutant  of  the  Grovemor,  had  called  him  foolish  and  crazy,  and  thin: 
ened  to  beat  him  with  his  cane,  because  he,  Rev.  van  Hoevenberg,  had  botstef 
that  he  had  not  prayed  for  the  Governor. 

The  Consistory  perceiving  the  irrelevant  manner  in  which  all  this  had  beta  nf 
resented,  deemed  it  best  to  take  no  notice  of  the  affair  until  It  had  be^u  iamd- 
gated  through  a  deputation  to  the  Governor.  This  was  done  on  the  strength  of 
an  account  which  the  elder  Variel  had  also  given  them  of  this  affair,  and  who  ktt! 
admonished  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg  (who  had  run  home  In  anger)  to  pray  express^ 
and  by  name  for  the  Governor.  Rev.  van  Hoevenberg  would  not  listen  to  thlt. 
The  Governor  promised,  if  the  charge  against  his  adjutant  was  true,  to  give  ub^ 
satisfaction.  Rey.  Hoevenberg,  however,  having  now  resolved  to  pray  for  tt? 
Gk>vemor,  writes  a  pacific  letter,  requesting  the  Intercession  of  his  ExcelleieT 
with  the  Hon.  Court  to  let  him  return  to  Holland.  This  was  granted  to  Ber.  tc 
Hoevenberg,  although  in  this  instance  he  had  not  recognized  the  Consistory  is  tbr 
least;  but  the  Consistoiy  did  not  in  the  least  trouble  themselves  abont  it 

Thereupon  comes  in  a  written  defence  from  Mr.  Hentzel,  protesting  tbat  boti 
Rev.  van  Hoevenberg  and  the  elder  Varell  had  lied  about  him,  and  that  b«  haA 
been  affronted  by  Rev.  van  Hoevenberg.  Rev.  van  Hoevenberg  now  forgets  Ma 
self  completely,  and  wrote  an  insolent  note  to  the  Governor,  and  also  said  by  mU 
of  mouth,  that  if  within  twenty-four  hours  he  received  no  satisfaction,  be  vobU 
do  Justice  for  himself  with  pistol  or  sword.  Thereupon  the  Court  arrested  bfas 
in  his  own  house,  until  the  case  between  him  and  Varell  should  be  decided.  AS 
Information  about  this  was  given  in  a  letter  to  the  Patres.  (?) 

Meanwhile  Rev.  van  Hoevenberg  was  very  active  in  writing  letters,  and  reqvcit- 
ing  Memorials,  not  material  to  the  present  purpose,  but  very  Insolent,  and  (letdlaf 
to)  many  excitements  at  the  Court  where  everything  was  dealt  with,  (and  was  tbcs 
outside  the  Consistory).  It  was  finally  resolved  to  act,  upon  so  many  comnraaics 
tions,  with  Consistory.  The  Rev.  President,  by  one,  and  the  whole  Ck>n8l8toiy,  bf 
two  deputed  members  of  the  Council,  received  word  from  the  Hon.  Coxat.  tbat 
they  were  willing  to  discharge  Rev.  Hoevenberg  from  his  arrest,  provided  tbiL 
so  long  as  he  remained  in  that  place,  he  should  not  again  be  allowed  to  preacb. 

Meantime,  while  further  means  were  being  discussed,  the  Court  learned  tbr 
Rev.  van  Hoevenberg  wished  to  go  immediately  to  New  England,  and  !«o  they  dte^ 
charged  him.  But  Rev.  van  Hoevenberg  abused  his  liberty  by  writing  to  the  Go^ 
emor  a  very  offensive  letter.  Thereupon  the  Court  placed  him,  until  bl»  d^ 
parturc,  in  the  custody  of  Exploiteur  who  accompanied  him  everywhere  and  pt^ 
vented  his  writing  letters,  except  to  Consistory.  Rev.  van  Hoevenberg.  howerw. 
utilized  that  exception,  wrote  to  the  Consistory,  handed  over  two  papers  to  tb*' 
President,  and  again  ran  away.  Those  papers  being  very  impertinent,  were  handed 
back  to  him.  The  Court  now  learned  that  Rev.  van  Hoevenberg  was  preparing  to 
preach  a  Farewell  Sermon.  The  Consistory  now  resolved  to  detain  him  again  Is 
his  own  house.  The  Exploiteur  had  to  forbid  him  all  writing:  materials,  and  to 
accompany  him  aboard  of  the  bark,  on  which  he  sailed  for  New  England  od  Ju:: 
25,  (1749). 

All  this  the  (Consistory  of  Paramaribo  submits  to  the  examination  of  the  Clasjis 
to  which  the  Minutes  will  also  be  sent.  A  prayer  is  made  for  our  welfare,  icd  c 
promise  in  a  Postscript,  that  It  will  answer  the  letter  of  Classis  dated  April  14 
(1749)  received  so  long  before  the  sending  of  this. 

In  the  name  of  Consistory, 

Signed,  Lambertus  de  Ronde,   p.   t.    President. 

D.  van  Dinand,  Deacon. 

xxill.  14^ 
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ITSO 

Acts  of  the  Ci^assis  of  Amsteedam. 
Letters  from  Abroad. 

1750,  Jan.  13th.  Art  8.  The  following  letters  from  foreign 
lands  have  arrived : 

One  from  the  Revs.  Ritssema  and  du  Bois^  with  some  enclosures, 
together  with  the  Acta  of  the  Coetus.  All  these  papers  were  re- 
ferred to  Depp,  in  order  to  report  on  them  subsequently,    xii.  193. 

Dorsius. 

Art  10.  They  also  report  that  the  Messrs.  Directors  of  the 
West  (India  Company  ?)  have  appointed  as  minister  at  the  Castle 
Delmina,  (in  Guinea)  the  Rev.  Peter  Henry  Dorsius.  Hitherto 
he  was  a  minister  in  Pennsylvania.  He  came  thence  into  the 
Fatherland,  without  its  having  ever  appeared  to  us  that  he  was 
legally  dismissed  from  his  church,  and  that  ho  had  conducted  him- 
self properly  there.  The  Assembly  made  no  objection,  indeed,  to 
recognizing  this  appointment  of  Dorsius ;  but  they  cannot  permit 
him  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  it,  until  he  exhibits  to  us  the  required 
papers;  for  he  has  refused  to  do  this,  although  repeatedly  ad- 
monished thereto.  The  Deputies  are  requested  to  give  notice  of 
this  our  resolution  to  the  said  gentlemen,  (of  the  West  India  Com- 
pany,) and  to  request  of  them  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  hold 
Dorsius  thereto,  and  insist  that  he  prove  to  us  his  legal  dismission 
and  his  good  character,    xii.  193. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsteedam. 

Letters  from  Abroad. 

Art.  12.  The  Deputati  reported  several  letters  from  foreign 
countries :  One  from  Parimaribo,  written  by  Rev.  de  Ronde,  and 
one  from  the  Coetus  in  that  country ;  also  one  from  the  Cape  (of 
Good  Hope),  and  one  from  Colombo  (in  Ceylon),  and  one  from 
Curacoa.    The  drafts  of  replies  were  also  read  and  a^^roved-    Th& 
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Deputies  were  thanked,  and  were  requested  to  forward  Iban^ 
ters,  as  well  as  those  to  be  sent  to  Batavia  and  St.  EustadinV 
gether  with  the  Acta  of  the  Synod,  to  those  places  whidi  tie 
customed  to  receive  them  annually.    xiL  193,  194. 

Acts  of  ths  Chassis  of  Amstbsdam. 

Dorsius. 

1750,  Jan.  27th.  Art  2.  The  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  report  Ikn 
the  affair  with  Dorsius  stands  as  formerly.  He  had  replied  do 
otherwise  than  before  to  their  repeated  writings.  He  referred 
them  to  the  Depp,  of  the  Synod  of  South  Holland ;  and  that  the 
Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  desired  to  have  a  minista 
at  Delmina,  etc.  The  Kev.  Assembly  cannot  do  otherwise  tlua 
persist  in  its  previous  resolution,  and  accordingly  holds  Dorsiiu 
obliged  to  show  us  evidence  of  his  character  and  of  his  l^al  dii- 
mission,    xii.  196. 

Trinity  Church,  New  York. 

1760,  Feb.    Trinity  Ohnrch  School-Honie  burned,  witb  all  the  Farlsb 
containing  baptisms,  marriages,  bnrials. —  Dix's  Hist.  Trinity  Ch.  L 


Petition  for  a  Brief  to  Build  a  Lutheran  Mkbttno  Houbb* 

IN  New  York.     April  4,  1750. 

To  his  Excellency  the  honourable  George  Clinton  Captain  General  and  Goreraotir 
in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  Territories  thereon  Depending  in  Americi 
Vice  Admiral  of  the  Same  and  Admiral  of  the  White  Sqnadron  of  ms  Majestlci 
Fleet. 

The  humble  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  this  City,  Hi^ph  Germans,  In  be- 
half of  themselves  and  others  of  the  same  Country  But  now  Incorporated  Free 
men  of  this  City  of  New  York  most  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  Whereas,  under  his  Majesties  most  mild  and  indulgent  Laws  and  happj 
constitution  of  Government  they  do  enjoy  Liberty  of  Exercising  their  Reliidoi 
according  to  their  Conscience  in  peace  and  Tranquility  (throui^h  God's  Blessing 
and  which  Is  and  alwales  was  In  the  way  and  according  to  the  Faith  and  practlei 
of  Lutherans  and  It  being  after  the  method  and  manner  of  the  High  Dutch  and  U 
tbeir  Language  occasions  their  being  denyed  and  debarred  the  prtviledge  of  As 
sembllng  in  Congregation  with  The  other  Lutherans  In  their  present  Chnrvh  la  ttu 
said  City,  who  vary  much  from  them,  and  more  so,  on  the  account  of  their  Cos 
stant  use  and  practice  of  their  Religion  In  the  Low  Dutch  Way,  A  who.  by  reasoi 
•f  very  many  ancient  people  as  well  as  young  Ones,  most  of  them  poor,  LIkewta 
in  respect  of  the  tenderness  of  Conscience,  cannot  be  brought  over  to  Learn  tbei: 
Language  or  Exercise  of  Religion  in  the  Low  Dutch  way  Therefore  are  and  havi 
been  a  Long  time  separate  from  any  publick  Congregation  for  the  PerformsDc 
of  their  way  of  Worship,  which  all  others  his  Majesties  Loyal  Subjects  In  thel 
perticular  Perswaslons  Have  the  happiness  and  t>eneflt  of  within  this  City  of  Nei 
York. 

Now  Your  Excellency's  most  humble  Petitioners,   humbly   pray    that,   as  the: 


*  Tbe  Y)n\\<WTi|(  \i«t%  vT^voiMf  •*  stoiod  afterwards  at  the  north  ttm 

01  CWtl  attest.—  Tiwi.  m%V  19  Ifc^  «8fc. 
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present  opportanlty  of  a  godly  and  worthy  Hinlster  to  be  a  Preacher 
tbem  from  the  same  Countrr  and  of  the  same  Bellgion  and  Language 

Bzcellencys  Petitioners,  And  legally  ordained,  as  In  and  b/  his  Greden« 
credible  Testimonials  may  and  doth  appear.  So,  Your  Bxceflency  will  be 

irrant  us  your  paternal  Fermlsslon,  to  goe  about  this  City  Amongst  the 
ur  country-men  and  fellow  Citizens  to  ask  and  Collect  such  benevolent 
3ns  as  they  or  an/  others  Shall  be  willing  to  give  or  bestow  for  and 
he  Building  of  a  Meeting  House  for  the  Lawful  and  publlck  Exercise  of 
^lon  as  aforementioned  &  your  Excellencys  most  humble  Petitioners  as  In 
d  Shall  forever  Pray  etc. 

Philips  Orim 

Johannes  fets 
Johann 


Chrlstoffer  Bott  Ueb  Greuti 


Hark  Shaffer. 
»rll  1750.    Granted. 

Jesuit  Missions  in  Nobthebn  New  Yobk. 

prll.     The  Abbe  PIcquet  establishes  missions  near  Fort  Frontenac,  and 
m  New  York  for  the  conversion  of  the  Five  Nations  of  Indians.     See 
account,  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  1.  277-286. 

vits  of  John  H.  and  Genevieve  Lydius.    Apbil  5,  1750. 

Albany,  ss.  John  Henry  Lydius  of  the  said  City,  Esq.,  being  sworn  upon 
Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  maketh  oath,  that  he  hath  frequently  heard 
Q  the  Mohawk  &  Caknawage  Indians,  &  that  for  about  these  twenty  five 
St.  that  the  Land  Northward  of  Saraghtoga,  as  far  as  the  Bock  Bogeo, 
loes  belong  to  the  Mohawks;  which  Bock  is  scltuated  on  the  Lake  Gham- 
»ut  ten  leagues  North  from  Grown  Point;  neither  hath  he  ever  heard  of 
r  Bock  called  by  the  Indians  Bogeo,  being  a  Mohawk  word,  and  the  name 
lawk  Indian  who  was  drowned,  as  the  Indians  in  the  Lake  Champlaln, 
t   Hock,    long   before  Christians  came   amongst  them;   from   whence  the 

call  both  the  Bock  and  the  Lake,  Bogeo.  And  this  Deponent  saith  that 
I  that  the  Lake  Champlaln  Is  called  by  the  French  Mer  des  Iroquois,  as 
Lac  Champlaln;  and  this   Deponent  further  salth,  that  he  himself  hath 

a  Conveyance  from  the  Mohawks,  for  Land  five  Leagues  North  from 
oint  which  the  said  Mohawks  did  covenant  with  him  to  be  their  sole, 
nd  proper  right.  And  he  this  Deponent  hath  always  heard,  that  the  pur- 
de  by  Godfrey  Delllus  in  the  year  1696,  was  commonly  esteemed  to  extend 
ock  Bogeo;  And  he  this  Deponent  haveing  frequently  enquired  of  the 
ons  of  Indians  how  far  their  right  of  hunting  extended,  hath  allwayse 
>m  claim  and  assert,  that  they  the  Indians  of  the  five  Nations  had  a  right 
to  the  land  on  the  South  side  of  Cadarokoul  Blver,  but  also  to  the  Land 
Cadarokoni  and  the  branch  of  St.  Lawrence  Blver,  called  Le  Grand  Blvler. 
St  this  Deponent  lived  In  Canada  he  hath  heard  some  of  the  French  people 
es  own,  that  the  lands  on  the  South  side  of  St.  Lawrence  Blver  belonged 
English;  And  this   Deponent  further  saith  that   he  well  knows  that  the 

branch  of  Hudson's  Blver  extends  at  least  twenty  leagues  further  North 
wn  Point,  running  thro'  the  Peninsula  that  divides  Cadarokoul  and  Lake 
In;  he  this  Deponent  having  been  that  far  up  the  said  branch  of  the  said 

lis  Deponent  further  salth  that  the  time  that  Mr.  De  Lachassagne,  Gov- 
the  Three  Blvers,  was  sent  from  Canada  to  treat  with  His  Excellency, 

Burnet,  then  Governor  of  New  York  against  the  English  building  a  Fort 

po,  he,  this  Deponent,  being  in  Canada,  did  at  their  Betum  hear  Monsr. 

ux,  (one  of  the  Gentlemen  that  had  accompanied  Monsr.  De  Lachassagne), 
Governor  Burnet  had  convinced  them  that  the  Land  of  the  South  side 

.wrence  Blver  of  right  did  belong  to  the  English. 

John  H.  Lydius. 
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Bworn  Iwforo  m?  Jacob  C.  Tea  Kyck, 
ProrlDop  ol  N'f»  Vork,  Ihia  flfth  dir  of 
brreiintii  net  my  hnnd  aad  CauBPd  the  8ei 

Cltr  of  Atbaar,  «. 

Un.  OBDeTleve  Unue,  vKe  of  John 
born  in  Canada,  nod  an  InbaliliBnt  tbei 
yenrs.  belus  duely  sworn  upon  the  Ho 
OBtb,  llisl  nblle  she  llied  In  Cnnada 
claimed  tli?  Lands  on  tbe  Soutb  side  c 
nji  tbe  BlTur.  nud  tbat  she  tbla  Depoaen 
In  CnnadH  ova  tbnt  tliE  EngJlBh  Blgbt 
fnrlbet  seltb.  tbal  tbc  SeltLonieblB  on  tt 
rslnbilabcd  long  before  there  were  BI17  E 

Sworn  hpfore  me  Jacob  r.  Ten  Brcfc, 
In  the  rrovlnce  of  New  York  this  flfth  d 
hare  bereuolo  set  017  baud  and  caiued 


Acts  of  the  Clae 

Doi 

1750,  April  6th.     Art.  8.    In 

the  Messrs.  ('ommittee  report, 

has  been  reoeived  from  Iiim.    xi' 

Classis  of 

Acta  of  tiie  Deputies. 

Letters  from  Revs,  Du  Bois  ai 

Dee.  27,  1 

Tbe  letter  repDHIng  that  tbe  eitrn  se 
previous  letter  to  bave  Iieen  culled  In 
bnt  whet  nas  done  (here  tliey  do  not  i 
of  Cnetun  wblrh    nlll  be  nent  ub  Id  the 

2.  Id  parciculnr  (lie:r  cncntilaln  nadlj' 
(hey  bnvp  Piicountered  as  a  committee 
eonnllea,  when  CoetiiB  had  adjourned.  Bl 
the/  do  not  wlnh  to  let  IbeHe  charchea 
bound  for  acting  more  nerlauitly. 

,1.  Ther  propose  wllb  niucli  modesty, 
power  to  (he  Coetna  or  Its  committee,  t 
«nd  to  account  tboee  who  refnee  to  be 
of  the  Dutch  charchea;  tbU  they  think 
otherwise  the  affolr  Bball  come  Into  th 
one  party  Bball  Join  theraselrea  to  the 
Itself  Independent  of  Cnetim  nnd  Cldssli 
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cxerdae  of  blfl  office  In  that  congregation,  wherein  howerer  thej  shall  prooMd 
wly,  even  as  they  had  already  spoken  with  Arondeus  by  way  of  consoltatloii,  hot 
only  seeks  sly  subterfuges.     Ber.  Ooetschlns  has  already  been  forbidden  the 
anlBistry  at  Oyster  Bay. 

ft.  Begardlng  Kings  County  they  obserre  that  the  status  questlonis  la  not  there, 
who  In  that  quarrel  might  have  done  some  wrong,  or  not  have  done  some  wrong, 
but  who  Is  minifeter  there,  or  who  Is  not.  They  had  made  an  attempt  at  aseo- 
datlon.  In  order  If  possible  to  come  Into  the  world  a  lawful  call  on  Arondeus,  but 
Arondeus  and  his  party  want  no  colleagneshlp  with  Van  Slnderen.  They  conclude 
with  wish  for  blessing.    xxlU.  151,  102. 

Letter  from  Ber.  de  Hondo  of  Paramaribo^  August  20thy  1749. 

(Befers  excluslrely  to  affairs  of  Paramaribo  or  Surlname,  at  the  Tery  end 
saying:)  and  places  Ber.  S.  T.  Van  Hoerenberg  entirely  In  the  wrong,    xxlll.  152. 

Letter  from  Rev.  De  Ronde  from  Paramaribo,  December  10, 1749. 

in  which  he  says: 

1.  That  he  had  written  that  he  would  send  up  some  current  pieces  (Loop 
■tnkken)  of  Dlrlne  Truth,  In  Dutch  and  Negro-English;  It  Is  Indeed  In  order  and 
ready,  but  his  condition  does  not  permit  going  on  with  It.  (See  CorwIn's  Manual, 
Art.  De  Bonde.) 

2.  For  the  fulness  of  labor  and  the  possible  opponent  for  three  years,  would  not 
bare  deterred  him,  but  the  impossibility  of  being  able  longer  to  preach  In  that 
climate,  having  been  beset  for  a  year  with  a  great  oppression  on  the  chest,  even 
with  spitting  blood,  whereof  the  doctor  had  forbidden  him  to  preach  for  a  while; 
having  let  two  turns  pass  he  went  on  again,  but  found  thst  his  oppression  In- 
creased, wherefore  he  announces  that  he  Is  no  longer  fit  for  service  there,  but  finds 
himself  compelled  to  repatriate,  wishing  also  to  lay  this  before  the  consistory  the 
gentlemen  of  the  government,  and  the  conventus  In  February. 

8.  To  this  is  added  a  statement  by  the  Doctor  of  Medicine,  that  he  can  no 
longer  preach  in  that  climate,  unless  he  would  make  his  disesse  Incurable,  and  turn 
It  Into  a  consumption. 

4.  Bev.  De  Bonde  however  would  be  useful  to  that  church  with  the  pen,  and  If 
he  recovers,  by  preaching  to  churches  in  other  regions. 

&.  He  complains  further  how  much  the  two  Dutch  ministers  have  to  suffer  from 
their  French  Colleagues,  whereof  he  expects  to  make  a  full  verbal  report,  giving 
as  a  specimen,  only,  how  the  Classls  there  tries  to  make  one  suspected  of  the 
irreatest  unfaithfulness  and  folly;  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  Bev.  du  Volsln  (after 
having  retired  from  the  Consistory  of  Paramaribo  shortly  after  the  receiving  of 
our  letter  to  the  same)  sent  round  to  the  houses  of  the  brethren  by  the  sexton, 
Is  given. 

6.  Bev.  De  Bonde  does  not  believe  thst  the  consistory  will  answer  our  letter  to 
the  same,  before  the  Conventus  has  been  held,  because  many  matters  are  men- 
tloned  in  It.  belonging  to  that  assembly.  Further  concludes  with  salutation, 
zzlll.  162. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstsbdam. 

Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras. 

1760,  April  7th.    Art.  6.    These  made  a  report  upon  the  letters 

from  New  Netherland  and  upon  the  Acts  of  Ooetus.    IBhctracts  of 

these  are  to  be  found  in  the  Acta  of  the  Deipwti^.    "5\«v3aKt  ^^w^ 

0  65 
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was  read  the  drafts  of  letters  to  the  Coetus  (in  New  York),  mi  I 
to  Revs.  I)n  Bois  and  Ritzema;  also  the  three  members  of  (ik 
church  of)  Janiai(-a ;  and  to  the  officers  of  the  five  congr^ations  m 
Long  Island.  All  of  these  were  approved  by  the  Clasais,  irii 
thanks  to  the  Rev.  Deputati  for  their  discretion  and  the  piici 
taken  hy  them.  It  was  requested  that  these  letters  be  sent  of  a 
soon  as  possible.  Quod  factum.  At  the  next  Classis  Rev,  Beelj 
shall  preside,    xii.  200. 

Ci^Assis  OF  Ambtxbdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev,  L.  De  Ronde,  April  7,  1750.    Vii, . 
30,  page  177,  No.  lOS.  -^m 

To  the  Rev.  Mr.  He  RoDde.  ^^^ 

Dnlt  Sir,  iDd  Beloved  BraUier:— 

Ttie  contculB  of  your  letter  at  Ua;  20,  1719.  were  eammunlcated  to  n*  bj-  Bt*. 
Mr.  VIsBpt.  We  did  Dot  at  once  oDswer  It.  becaoae  ve  deemed  It  necHni;  ts 
■wait  tlie  nritlDg  of  ttie  Conalatorj'  of  ranmarlba  concpnilaK  tbe  cm*  of  «UA 
you  complnlD.  Tbli  writing  bas  at  length  Hrrlved  aod  beeo  aoawered.  fDWt  HM 
jou  may  oliaerre  that  we  do  not  Indeed  approve  of  the  conduct  of  B*t,  Yrei  la 
proposlug  Kev.  Mr.  Van  Hoevenherg;  nevertheleea  we  request  aod  adTlie  yoo  u 
reliiLu  DO  dlipteature  on  tliaC  account. 

Vou   furtbirr  renmrk  on   this  cane  otber  uopleauut  eiperleaceB.   Id  >  lettFf  rf 
August  20.  lT4a,  Ibiit  "  Lt'FJusflt  paHendB.  quldiulii  eorrlgere  eat  nefaa  "  :  aii 
no  one.   1(  retaining  n   pare  conscience,   has  ever  regretted  on   bU   deatb-brf  th»1 
he   has   endnred   and    farglien    too    mucb.      We   truat    that   your    reipected   fellcrv- 
servnnta.   following  after  tbose  thlnga  whleh   make  fur  peace,  and   wherewith  ■ 
mny   edify   another,    will  atford   themeelvea  an   agreeable   rest,   as   well  as  gin 

We  ure  also  glifd  to  notice  tbat  yon  ecdeaior  to  remove  the  reproaeb  of  an  iDdn- 
lenl  servant  by  performing  much  prenchlag  and  catecblalng.  and  that  yont  labon 
are  not  uubleBSed,  Although  the  work  may  be  Mmewhat  ardcona.  do  not  kl 
your  bauds  grow  sluek.  for  there  la  a  rewnrd  after  your  labor.  Uay  tbe  LoN 
gi'flnl  yoii  further  desire  and  ability  to  labor,  and  crown  It  wltb  bla  own  ainalcfecy 
ivorK  of  grace  In  tbe  saving  change  of  msoy  bearts. 

fti'spectlng  )-Dur  Intention  to  print  n  sketch  ot  Plrit  Tmtbs  In  Negro-EngUiit 
by  Tbe  slile  ot  the  asme  In  Diili'b;  Clsssls  Judges  tbat  It  would  be  aserol.  bat 
thinks  It  necessary  llrnt  to  transrolt  a  copy  for  examination  and  apprabaitaa. 
The  CluBBlK  Is  moveover  pleBsed  with  tbe  olearer  view  whleh  you  give  of  a  a»- 
cnlled  "Order  of  Kulghta:"  and  especially  irltb  the  added  statemerit  thai  yoa 
bnve  uo  toonectlou  nith  any  Sodetlea  from  wbloh  any  oITence  or  aasplelon  might 

1''inutty,  we  are  of  opinion  that  tbe  enmtldate  Blok  has,  with  reason,  been  dealed 
tbe  pulpit.  We  understand  that  there  are  grievous  rumors  about  blm  also  U  (hti 
country.  Here  we  close,  wishing  for  yoo  all  needed  grace  iDd  every  detlnble 
blePBing  from  heaven,  wblte  we  profess  to  he. 

Rev.   air  and    Esteemed   Brolhcc, 
AniBterdam,  Jan.  ».  VlIiO.l 
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CHASSIS  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

'nrhc  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  three  members  of  the  Consistory 
at  Jamaica,  L.  I.,  April  7,  1750,  Vol.  30,  p.  179.    No.  107. 

To  the  three  CoDsistory  members  of  Jamaica. 

Very  Worthy  Sirs  and  Brethren: — We  have  read  with  much  grief  and  with  dis- 
approbation the  letter  of  the  l(Hh  of  May,  signed  by  Douwe  Dltmars,  Dirk  Amer- 
man  and  John  Noordstrant,  and  by  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  besides.  We  should 
have  passed  by  the  perversities  contained  therein,  if  we  had  been  informed  that 
onr  writing  of  the  5th  of  the  month,  which  arrived  subsequently,  or  the  eCTorta 
of  the  Rev.  Coetus,  had  made  any  modifications  in  the  sinful  dissensions  on  Long 
Island.  But,  as  we  have  learned  nothing  to  that  effect  from  that  section,  but 
from  other  quarters,  that  things  are  going  worse  than  ever,  to  the  destruction  of 
all  edification,  peace,  and  lawful  Church-Order,  we  cannot  refrain  from  making 
some  serious  remarks  on   that   writing. 

We  notice  in  it  hardly  anything  else  than  accusations  and  vituperations  against 
the  Coetus,  as  well  as  against  most  of  the  ministers  who  have  Joined  themselves 
to  that  body.  These  are  all  of  a  character  so  destitute  of  proof,  so  bitter  and 
oo  oneourteous,  that  they  do  not  seem  to  have  fiowed  from  the  heart  or  pen  of 
one  who  seeks  to  cultivate  Christian  or  even  civil  propriety. 

Consider,  we  pray  you,  calmly,  for  a  moment,  whether  such  a  course  of  conduct 
la  calculated  to  diminish  that  discord  and  bitterness  which  is  now  prevailing 
between  elders  as  well  as  between  lay  members,  and  which  actions  are  so  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel;  or  whether  it  Is  not  calculated  to  make  them 
beyond  remedy.  Yea,  judge  ye  also,  whether  or  not  the  Classis  ought  to  take  any 
Botlce  of  such  a  style  of  grievances.  If  so,  then  there  is  hardly  a  minister  In 
New  Netherland  who  is  not  liable  to  censure.  But  then,  others  can,  with  equal 
right,  demand  that  we  take  notice  also  of  the  heavy  accusations  against  Rer. 
Arondeus.  Could  there  not  be  any  number  of  charges  made  about  his  running 
from  one  church  to  another,  in  a  disorderly  and  unlawful  manner?  and  especially. 
If  one  should  take  into  account  a  writing,  signed  by  four  of  the  elders  made  by 
him,  eight  months  after  his  return  from  the  Raritans,  and  which  they  want  to 
have  pass  as  a  lawful  call  to  the  church  of  Jamaica?  Our  Assembly,  however, 
wishes  to  be  impartial  in  these  matters,  and  will  act  only  with  a  view  to  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  your  churches:  but  that  we  should  pass  a  Just  judgment  on  your 
aflFairs  Is  impossible  to  us,  owing  to  our  distance  from  yon,  and  to  the  contra- 
dictory reports  that  come  to  us. 

We  must  once  again,  therefore,  urge  you  most  earnestly  to  submit  your  grloT- 
ances  and  all  your  interests,  in  a  modest  manner,  supported  by  proper  arguments, 
to  the  judgement  and  decision  of  the  Coetus.  The  Classis  sends  at  this  time  also 
a  letter  to  that  body,  requesting  and  authorising  it  to  settle  your  affairs;  and 
yet  this  is  done  in  such  a  way,  that  any  one  who  feels  himself  aggrieved  by  the 
dedsion  of  the  Coetus,  shall  have  the  liberty  of  addressing  himself  in  an  orderly 
way,  to  our  assembly,  with  the  reasons  of  his  grievances,  and  with  proper  proof*. 
Thus  the  matter  may  come  to  us  In  such  a  shape  that  we  can  give  a  decision  on  It. 

If,  however,  this,  our  well-intentioned  admonition,  is  again  fruitless,  what  else 
can  we  conclude  but  that  your  affairs  cannot  bear  too  close  a  light  on  them? 
And  what  other  result  can  there  be,  than  that  the  Classis  must  either  pronounce 
judgment  upon  those  who  reject  its  wholesome  counsel  —  which  would  be  tmt 
from  pleasant  to  us;  or  that  It  must  cut  off  all  correspondence  with  such  partiei^ 
lar  churches,  and  leave  the  responsibility  for  their  total  ruin  with  those  who  de- 
stroyed our  only  possible  way  of  helping  them?  We  pray  God  that  He  may  prt^ 
rent  such  a  reault!  and  that  for  your  own  welfare,  as  well  as  for  the  peace  and 
eternal  salvation  of  the  people  of  these  churches.  He  may  canae  our  eounsieU  tA 
be  meeepUble  to  job.    It  Is  also  our  earnest  desire,  thul  Qq4  i««^<\  «&iXk\^  ^mSbl 
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Mw  of  grou  lo  uodenUnd,  for  hla  own  cuntrllitra  aod  Improtrnwut.  la  akt 

la   to   blmme.   lu   oriier  that   rlgtil^ousDeiu   aiid   pi'ooe    maj    SonrUb   w**™  w 
K4D;  root!  of  bltleiutru  are  iprlDglnK  u[i.     With   this  wlsb   wt  rrmilB  1i  k 
VeiT  Wortb;  Sin  and  Brelbrea, 

Tour   BcTB.    obeillent   wnaDla  lod   bntbren  —  Tb«    llembcn  at  tti  O 
»t  Auaterdam. 

Andcrdani.  April  Tth,  ITM. 

Classis  of  Austeboam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  ClassiB  of  Anistci-dani  to  the  membera  of  the  ConaUtorin  d 

the  Five  Congregfttions  on  long  Island,  April  7,  1750.    Vii 

30,  page  181.    No.  108. 

Terr  Worth;  OFDtlempn  and  Brethrcot—  The  Gliaala  percelTM  wll^  Hrraw  bm 
a  letter  of  Mar  I!lb  1740.  algncd  t>r  Rertala  memben  of  the  FlTc  Cenalitorlc*  M 
LoDK  lalaoiJ  anil  tir  Hli  MaiLiitrntea,  Ib«  aad  coadlttua  of  rour  cborcbea.  uocufaaM 
br  bitter  and  partlaao  («Ddu<;t  or  cvnalo  ao  atrled  lekdrrs,  wber^br  rau  bltt  aii 
4avour  aae  auotber. 

W«  hare  ohMrrcd,  llrat,  Ibat  ReT.  Vao  Bloderen  baa  bern  placvd  oadcr  noaiin 
and  hla  aalarr.  wblcb  vbk  tu  be  paid  br  tbe  iDhabltaota  atopped:  tbrn.  alaiii  tc* 
he  la  rcleTounlr  d^apiaHl.  while  Ber.  Aroodeiia  la  higblr  pnlaed;  and  fluillr,  yuv 
lioactaalOD  la.  that  It  will  be  In  laln  for  ua  to  attempt  ■  reconrillatloa  or  aaj- 
tUD(  else,  except  to  sIt*  the  final  HDteon  aa  to  wblcb  ooe  tdnat  Bnk  aaoAir 
place;  ret  at  the  aame  time  It  !■  aaacrtcd  that  helther  Claaala  Dor  a&r  athcr  bodr 

Upoo  the  tlrnC  matter  we  remark,  that  It  coagregatloni,  or  certain  panic*  li 
thfm.  acBlDBt  (he  deilren  ot  otbora.  deal  thua  with  lawfullr  called  mloUleti  irltk- 
boldlnR  bIbo  ihelr  aalarleH.  11  will  be  Impoaalble  to  dbd  capable  mlnlaten  for  neb 
people,  aod  all  good  order  will  be  trampled  under  tool. —  In  reference  tu  the  ntn 
matfer.  we  declare,  that  while  W€  do  Dot  defend  all  that  Re*.  Taa  BInderea  *bti  m 
doea.  yet  no  proper  reaaona  are  (iTea  wbf  be  ibould  ao  per«mptorllf  be  put  oadfi 
L-enaure. —  Id  reference  to  Rev.  Arondeua.  howcrer,  while  we  onghl  noi  mack  lo 
beed  eren  grave  rumora  to  bla  tojurr.  rel  we  know  too  well.  Dotwltbalaadlnc  tte 
coroinendatlona  beatowed.  how  be  unlawfuUr  gada  abool  from  one  congregatM 
to  aootber.      Even  If  he  baa  no  Intenilon  of  temporal  adTaatage   therein,  be  cte 

jour  letter  you  dictate  ptalDir  enoimh  the  law  tor  the  gOTernmenl  of  Claaali  la 
tbelr  declalon,  rli..  la  (aror  of  Arondeun.  Bu!  If  we  ahould  decide  acconllag  W  our 
knowledee,  It  la  eaar  enough  tor  rou  lo  nadenitaQd  toward  wlilch  aide  we  IbcUm. 
In  order,  therefore,  to  arold  all  appearance  of  partlalllr.  we  aaaerl  that  we  eaa- 
QOt  underatand  how  cither  of  theae  mlnlatera  can  continue  lo  aerre  with  rdia«. 
tlon  and  peace  on  Lonjc  Ifland  ai  long  bb  bittemeia  and  dlacord  are  rbrrlabed  ij 
leadera  and  othera.  U'e  wlah.  Iherefore,  that  opportunltlei  mlcht  be  toond  (or 
tetlllng  each  of  them  Bomewher«  elae.  ander  lawful  call*,  and  of  harlng  otbert 
unanlmoualr.  and  In  a  regular  war.  cboaeb  In  their  place.  Bat  bevauae  eieiT' 
Ihlug  Hcema  ao  ohscure,  aa  repreiented  to  ua.  we  bare  to-dar  written  lo  the  Bf> 
Coetiia,  requcatlng  and  aulhorlilng  that  bodr  conacleotloualr  to  Inrcatlgate  ika 
whole  matter  and  setlle  (hla  lAiag  laland  affair.  Sbotild  aorooe  feel  axgrtered  la 
the  declaloD.  Ihe  war  Ik  open  lo  all  reaaonable  appeal*  or  complalata  to  Ik* 
Claa<ila.  The  ClaaalB  will  alio  then  be  put  In  a  poaltlon  righllr  to  onderMand  tkr 
irnf  i^ondltloti  of  the  builneia.  finch  Is  the  preaent  declalon  of  our  Aaaemblr.  U 
W»»  not  MW  \nt.*MVo&  ».\.  oat  \a»V  tttV&D*  Mi  \b».^%  \».  iiH(j«&al^  ^ 
wliaiii  yiMiT  Xwk»U«ia  mtM™.\4  ^  Wliw*.  t"  ~  "  ~~ 
Aroodena  wroW  W  »«•«■  ^»  ■***■ 
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We  Me  so  meuis  of  bringing  yonr  affairs  to  order  and  rest  in  any  other  way 
'  than  tbat  proposed,  so  long  as  one  writes  one  thing,  and  another  another,  accord- 
Ing  as  each  follows  views  influenced  by  passion,  or  party,  or  prirate  considers- 
ttona.  We  therefore  request  and  exhort  yon,  not  only  for  our  sakes,  but  for  your 
own  sakes,  to  follow  the  course  we  have  marked  out  for  your  peace  and  edlflea* 
tton.  This  plan  will  not  be  in  opposition  to  Church  Order,  but  is  calculated  to 
maintain  it.  If  you  do  not  heed  us,  we  will  be  obliged  to  leaye  the  results,  slnfnl 
and  destmctive  as  they  are,  to  your  own  responsibility,  and  we  declare  we  will 
haTe  no  more  part  in  them.  Refresh  us,  therefore,  we  beseech  you,  for  we  heartily 
dealre  the  peace  of  your  Zion.  So  we  will  also  ever  wish  that  the  peace  of  <3od 
may  reign  in  your  hearts,  in  all  your  Assemblies,  and  in  your  congregations. 

We  remain  affectionately. 

Amsterdam,  April  9,  1750. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  April  7, 

1750.     Vol.  30,  page  183,  No.  109. 

To  the  Rer.  Coetus  of  New  York. 

Rev.,  Godly  and  Very-learned  Sirs,  and  Reloved  Brethren: — The  Minutes  of 
your  Meeting  of  September  12,  1749,  prepared  by  Rev.  Du  Bois,  as  Bxtraordinary 
Scribe,  from  the  notes  of  Rev.  Haeghoort,  we  haye  received.  We  thahic  you  for 
your  brotherly  correspondence  which  we  also  desire  affectionateiy  to  maintain, 
and  we  send  herewith  the  Minutes  of  our  last  Synod  of  North  Holland.  (1740.)  We 
also  learn  from  a  remark  of  Revs.  Du  Bols  and  RItsema,  that  another  Coetus  was 
held  in  Not.  1740.  but  we  have  not  yet  seen  the  Acts  of  the  same  in  reference  to 
the  aflTairs  of  Tappan  and  Long  Island.  If  we  had,  we  wOuld  have  been  in  better 
condition  to  express  oar  views  about  those  offensive  disturbances  on  Long  Island. 
But  as  far  as  we  can  form  any  idea  from  the  former  Acts,  from  the  letters  of 
eertain  congregations  there,  and  from  the  letters  of  the  two  gentlemen  who  con- 
stitute the  committee  on  the  subject,  we  may  make  the  following  observations: 

We  notice  grave  accusations  from  several  churches,  and  an  unconquerable  repug- 
nance  to  Rev.  Van  Slnderen;  but  there  are  no  less  weighty  objections  against  Rev. 
Arondeus.  While  we  fear  that  the  former  has  not  suffldentiy  sought  to  win 
hearts  by  a  prudent  and  peaceable  coarse  of  conduct;  we  know  of  several  great 
trregnlaritles  about  the  latter,  which  destroy  all  good  order  and  peace  in  the 
church.  We  know  that  there  are  also  several  members,  and  these  perhaps  not  the 
most  unworthy,  who  cannot  Join  themselves  with  him.  We  hardly  know,  there- 
fore, whether  either  of  these  men  can  remain  there  In  peace  and  to  the  edification 
of  the  people.  If  each  could  be  called  to  some  other  church,  and  these  disturbed 
congregations  could  be  provided  with  men  of  peace  and  prudence,  then  might  a  way 
to  secure  a  settled  condition  be  found.  But  we  only  suggest  this  for  your  con- 
sideration, as  we  are  not  yet  able  to  express  a  final  opinion  on  this  matter.  We 
believe  that  yon  are  better  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances  than  we  are, 
and  can  better  understand  all  the  obscure  points.  The  Classis  therefore  hereby 
requests  and  authorises  the  Coetus  to  give  such  sentence,  and  make  such  arrange- 
ments in  reference  to  the  whole  case,  conscientiously,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
Word  of  God  and  Church  Order,  as  they  consider  best,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
entire  ruin  of  those  churches.  If  any  Justly  consider  themselves  aggrieved  by  your 
sentence  they  may  then  properly  address  themselves  to  Classis  with  their  reasons 
for  such  objection.  Thus  will  the  Classis  be  enabled  to  view  the  whole  matter  in 
a  dearer  light,  when  they  have  such  statements,  with  the  Acts  of  the  Coetus,  and 
all  things  orderly  arranged.  To  this  end  two  letters  are  despatched  to-day,  in 
reply  to  those  written  to  us  in  May,  1720,  in  favor  of  Rev.  Arondeus.  In  them 
we  moBt  esamestly  admonish  those  who  do  not  wish  to  submit  to  the  Coetus«  And 
aow  Id  reference  to  jour  recent  Assembly:   "We  t*^oVc%  \:hi.t  ^fjwt  \aftft\Vwi^  «*  tsst^- 
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tinned,  and  we  now  again  nrge  and  admonish  all  wlio  bare  not  J9t  Jolaed  tk» 
selTes  thereto,  to  accommodate  themselvea  to  aach  a  profltable  object,  not  M^ 
for  their  own  comfort,  peace  and  edification,  but  to  aid  na  the  better  ia  ik 
judgement  and  treatment  of  their  aCTaira. 

Upon  the  quaerltnr  proposed  to  the  Clasala,  in  respect  to  ministers  who  Wmi 
to  the  Ooetus  and  also  act  as  counselors  In  neighboring  places,  we  sie  of  the 
opinion  that  snch  should  first  report  to  Coetus  before  writing  to  us,  salai  h 
some  very  Important  case  there  should  be  periculum  In  mora,  while  watdsf  fer 
the  regular  or  extra  session  of  the  Coetus.  Any  congregation,  llkewloe,  ihiili 
tiave  the  right  to  request  an  extra  meeting  of  the  Coetna,  proTlded  that  tkt  aritt- 
pUcity  of  these  meetings,  unless  there  be  absolute  necessity,  do  not  caase  a  gikf- 
ance  to  any,  and  so  give  new  grounds  of  complaint. 

We  again  notice  a  request  to  examine  peremptolr,  and  to  ordain  the  eaadUne 
P.  De  Wlnt.  This  request  was  made  by  you  before  our  letter  of  May  6^  Cli 
was  read.  We  trust  ttiat  hereafter  the  objections  already  mentioned  aoce  tin 
once  on  such  requests,  will  deter  the  Rev.  Brethren  In  the  future  from  repeitlic 
them.  Besides  we  discover  something  In  the  present  Instance  why  we  thoald  ist 
grant  this  particular  request.  It  seems  somewhat  anspldona  that  the  Bcf.  De 
Wint's  letter  of  membership  is  not  written  in  the  nanal  form;  also  that  ht  it- 
parted  for  New  Netherland,  Intending  to  become  a  minister,  but  did  not  fizK 
report  himself  to  Classls,  or  even  notify  us  of  his  Intention.  In  referesee  ta  i 
similar  case,  that  of  Thomas  Romein,  we  observe  tbat  the  Bev.  Coctoi  dU  kc 
enter  upon  it  of  their  own  accord,  but  wished  first  the  fuller  elucidation  of  Oii^a 
This  waa  shortly  after  given. 

The  article  about  John  Van  Drlessen  was  somewhat  obscure,  perlisps  tkzooil 
some  slip  of  the  pen.  It  almost  seemed  to  us  aa  if  we  were  going  to  reilga  ttm 
the  church  of  Asqulggenonk.  It  does  not  seem  necessary,  therefore,  for  « !• 
make  any  remarks  on  this  subject  at  present. 

Neither  do  we  say  anything  against  the  circumstances  concerning  Ber.  Qoa- 
schius  In  relation  to  Oesterbay,  (Oyster  Bay,)  nor  upon  the  plan  agreed  spoa  b 
the  choice  of  members  of  the  C-onslstory  there.  We  are  even  well  pleased  vlil 
the  manner  in  which  the  Circle  (Ring.)  Is  to  conduct  itself,  as  well  as  wttk  tte 
fact  ttiat  such  meetings  are  not  to  be  so  multiplied  as  to  become  troublesoBe. 

In  regard  to  Rev.  Heagoort,  we  trust  that  your  admonitions  In  conncctloa  vkh 
ours  will  exert  the  desired  effect  on  his  congregation  and  remove  all  caoKs  if 
trouble.  Furthermore,  we  desire  to  learn  the  result  of  the  attempt  of  the  Tort 
Circle  to  unite  the  churches  of  Second  River  and  Acqulgenonk.  Finally,  we  iR 
quite  satisfied  with  the  resolutions  passed  by  you  about  our  propositions  relttlBf 
to  students,  and  how  you  are  to  act  when  letters  are  received  from  our  CUssb. 

The  later  Minutes  of  your  transactions  falling  us  here,  we  will  also  conelwit 
our  letter.  May  the  €rOd  of  love  and  peace  be  with  yoor  persons,  your  Assem)^ 
and  your  congregations;  may  he  bestow  abundant  grace  on  yon,  that  you  mtj  b( 
steadfast,  unmovable,  and  always  abounding  In  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  ecabV 
you  to  understand  that  your  work  Is  not  In  vain  in  the  Liord. 

With  affectionate  esteem, 

Amsterdam,  April  7,  1750. 

Classis  of  Amsteri>am. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Messrs.  Du  Bois  and  Ritzemi 
April  7,  1750.     Vol.  30,  page  187,  No.   110. 

To  Bev.  Messrs.  Du  Bols  and  Rltsema. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Much-esteemed  Brethren:— The  letters  of  Oct.  18th  and  Dec.  2T: 
1749  —  of  which  the  latter  was  signed  by  you  both,  and  the  former,  accompanjln 
the  Minutes  of  the  Ooetus  was  signed  only  by  Rev.  Mr.  Dn  Bols  —  we  gratefoll 


OF  THE  Statb  of  New  Yobk.  3115 

acknowledge  as  baring  been  duljr  recelred  bj  na.  Onr  reply  to  tbe  Ber.  Ooetna, 
on  mattera  pertaining  to  tbeir  tranaactlona,  la  deapatcbed  wttb  tbla,  and  la,  bj  re- 
aneat,  addreaaed  to  Rev.  Mr.  Dn  Bola.  We  cordially  tbank  bim  foi  aendlng  na 
the  Minutea  of  tbe  Coetna  and  documenta  relating  to  Rer.  Arondena  and  De  Wlnt. 

We  rejoice  witb  yon  tbat  tbe  atorm  excited  by  Rer.  Hoevenberg  baa  ao  qnlckly 
blown  over.  How  mucb  tbat  man  la  to  be  pitied  for  all  bia  nnaeembly  conduct, 
whicb  ia  known  botb  in  Surinam  and  bere.  It  muat  be  looked  on  aa  tbe  reault  of 
troubled  braina. 

Our  joy  would  be  greater  were  tbe  diaqulet  upon  turbulent  Long  laland  alao  at 
an  end.  And  altbougb  we  pity  you  wbo  bare  to  endure  ao  many  rexationa  be> 
cauae  of  tbeae  unruly  peraons,  and  to  derote  ao  mucb  effort  to  tbe  reatoration  of 
I>eace  and  to  promote  edification  tbere,  yet  we  do  not  find  ouraelrea  in  a  oon- 
^tlon  to  pronounce  a  final  judgement  for  want  of  a  proper  understanding  of  tbe 
same,  aa  well  aa  of  tbe  beat  meana  of  redresa.  Besidea  your  report  concerning 
Queena  County,  of  Jan.  lat  1749,  to  wbicb  you  bave  referred,  baa  not  yet  been 
received  by  ua,  altbougb  otber  lettera  of  tbe  same  date  bare  reacbed  na.  Tbere- 
fore  we  can  gire  no  otber  conclusion  tban  tbe  one  already  communicated  to  Ber. 
Coetua.  If  we  bad  recelred  tbe  transactlona  of  your  Meeting  beld  in  Norember, 
upon  tbe  affaira  of  Tappan  and  Long  laland,  we  would  bare  bad  more  llgbt  to 
guide  ua. 

Tour  question  about  Kings  County  we  can  answer  more  readily  as  it  now 
presents  itself.  One  wbo  bas  been  legally  called  by  tbe  wbole  congregation  la  tbe 
lawful  miniater  of  sucb  cburcb;  but  be  la  an  unlawful  minister  wbo  bas  been 
enticed  in  Irregularly  from  anotber  cburcb,  by  a  lot  of  people  got  together.  But 
tbe  great  difficulty  lies  In  tbe  carrying  out  of  any  aound  policy,  wben  tbe  cburcbee 
<*aat  off  all  autborlty,  and  do  Just  aa  they  please  wItb  tbe  ministers  wbom  tbey 
bare  called,  aa  well  as  wltb  tbeir  promised  salariea. 

We  hare  again  allowed  ourselres  to  take  tbe  trouble  to  reply  to  two  lettera, 
dated  May,  1749,  from  Long  laland.  In  faror  of  Arondeus,  glrlng  eameat  ad- 
monltlona  to  tboae  people  to  aubmit  to  tbe  Coetus.  May  tbe  Lord,  wbo  silences  tbe 
roaring  of  the  sea,  gire  success  to  these  efforts  to  quiet  these  unruly  spirits,  and 
reatore  good  order.  Likewise  do  we  most  heartily  wish  that  He  may  blesa  your 
arduoua  endearors  to  the  same  end.  May  He  cheer  you  In  these  efforta,  and  In 
other  fruits  of  your  ministry,  and  sustain  you  therein  wltb  all  needed  grace,  and 
grant  you  and  youra  continued  health  of  botb  soul  and  body. 

Amsterdam,  April  7,  1760. 

Classis  07  Amstbbdam. 

Rov.  E.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg  to  the  Very  Rev.  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam.   1760.    April? 

Portfolio  "  New  York  '\  Vol.  i. 

To  the  Very  Ber.  Classis  of  Amsterdam: 

Very  Ber.  Sirs,  Highly  Bateemed  Brethren,  conrened  In  Claaals  of  Amsterdam: — 
Inaamucb  aa  It  waa  caat  up  at  me.  In  Coetua,  tbat  I  could  not  be  a  minister: 
therefore  in  behalf  of  tbe  chnrchea  which  I  had  aupplled  In  tbe  meantime,  I  re- 
quested coplea  of  all  lettera,  and  of  tbe  Acta  which  belonged  to  tbe  New  York 
Coetna;  and  because  slanderera  bare  now  apread  the  report  through  tbe  prorlnce 
tbat  I  am  not  a  miniater,  I,  therefore,  aak  for  a  copy  of  my  call  to  Surlname,  In 
order  thereby  to  stop  tbe  mouth  of  auch  foul  slanderers,  children  of  Satan  and  of 
darkneaa  —  cburcb  owla. 

I  aak  alao  for  juatlce  In  reference  to  tbe  Insult  put  upon  me  In  Surlname;  and 
alao  In  New  York,  where,  by  an  ecclesiastical  resolution,  a  copy  of  a  unanlmona 
«all  ia  denied  me. 

I  am  aatonlabed  at  tbe  foul  aort  of  remarka  about  me,  called  out  by  your  letter 
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to  the  tlekly  Coetas;  m,  for  Initanco,  tbat  at  timee  I  was  out  of  mj  mind;  ttet  m 
Qtteraneea  were  to  be  ascribed  to  my  hollow  pate;  "  Tfaoo  shalt  not  my  ti  Or 
brother  Raka  ** ;  and  that  yon  were  glad  that  the  atonn  raised  by  me  la  Mev  Titt 
had  so  happily  passed  orer. 

All  I  want  to  know  Is  whether  snch  a  procedure  took  place  by  order  of  Qmk, 
or  at  the  option  of  the  writer.  If  by  order  of  the  Claasis,  then  I  know  mom  tta 
a  nnanlmons  call,  backed  by  the  strong  desire  of  the  entire  congregatlm  If  • 
storm.  Now  God  stirs  up  hearts  to  make  a  call.  Conseqnently  it  la  God  whs  ha 
raised  a  storm,  which  Du  Bois  and  his  adherents  any  was  rained  by  a  unli  «( i 
blockhead. 

Under  cover  of  Jan  G.  Xacans  (?)  Copian  at  Amsterdam  on  the  Bfflantiers  CimL 
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Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  G.  W.  Mancius  to  the  Claseis  of  Amsterdam.    April  26, 1750L 

To  the  Highly  Distingnished  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Highly  Honored,  Pious  and  Lieamed  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ: — BcAnt  et 
proceed  to  answer  your  much  respected  misslTe  received  by  ns  in  October,  17A 
we  must  mention  something  which  occurred  here  preriously  to  the  arrfyal  of  tkit 
letter,  and  which  occasioned  some  trouble  in  our  congregation.  For  Eer.  Qm- 
schius  came  here  on  June  3rd,  1749,  and  told  our  pastor,  ReT.  iCaadns  that  ht 
intended  to  go  and  preach  at  Palts,  a  small  place,  but  nnqnestionably  bdoaglK 
to  our  congregation.  Our  pastor  answered  Rer.  Ooetschlus  that  he  had  ao  ok- 
jection,  to  offer,  provided  It  were  done  In  accordance  with  the  rules  of  cinch 

government.    He  further  Informed  the  Rev.  Goetschins  that  some  of  the  

people  at  the  Palts,  even  the  very  ones  who  had  invited  the  Ber.  Goetschtai  t» 
come  there,  had  been  already,  previous  to  his  arrival  at  Kingston,  dlsdpliBti  hf 
the  Consistory  of  this  place  on  account  of  their  obstinate  adherence  to  Mr.  Joha 
Van  Driessen.  Hereupon  the  Rev.  Goetschius  asked  whether  the  honorable  Con- 
sistory had  censured  the  place  or  the  people.  To  this  oar  pastor  replied,  thtt  tt 
seemed  as  if  Rev.  Ooetschlus  were  speaking  in  jest,  and  that  he  thought  that 
Rev.  Goetschius  knew  better  than  to  use  such  language.  Finally,  (after  hsTlis 
vomited  forth  some  slanderous  remarks  against  Rev.  Boel,  calling  that  worth? 
gentleman  an  Anabaptist,  a  man  unable  to  govern  himself,  a  man  who  was  rninioc 
himself  and  family,  a  man  of  whom  It  could  not  be  ascertained  ipvhether  he  preached 
orthodoxy  or  not,  inasmuch  as  nobody  could  understand  him).  Rev.  Goetachias  4^ 
dared  that  he  would  go  to  the  Paltz  to  preach,  and  that  onr  pastor  could  cooiplsti 
of  him  if  he  aaw  proper;  indeed  he  challenged  our  pastor  to  do  this,  calling  the 
(aforesaid)  discipline,  "  an  oppressive  and  execrable  action." 

Accordingly  It  Is  our  humble  petition  to  your  Worthy  Highness  (that  yon  woiM 
inform  us)  whether  said  discipline  can  rightly  be  called  **  an  oppressive  sai 
execrable  action?  '*  And  In  order  tbat  your  Worthy  Highness  may  be  fnlly  capahle 
of  judging  in  reference  to  this  matter,  we  will  truthfully  state  the  reasons  why  thli 
discipline  was  exercised. 

After  John  Van  Driessen  had  preached  at  the  Palts  several  tlmca,  the 
warned  the  members  of  the  congregation  at  tbat  place  against  said  Vaa 
inasmuch  aa  he   was  not  a    lawfully   qualified  minister  of  our   Ihrtck 
Church.    Subsequently  certain  of  those  memben  were  requested  to  eonie 
Consistory  and  were  again  admonished  to  discard  Mr.  John  Van 
they  were  unwilling  to  do  this,  saying  that  they  were  deslronui  of  tel 
at  the  Palts.    Then  the  Consistory  proposed  to  Join  with  tbcn-  la 
pastor,  so  that  they  might  have  service  there.    They 
referendum:  but  after  i>08tponement  they  dteland  tilst  ^ 
have  anything  to  do  w^ith  a  second  call. 
Tan  Driessen,  and  separated  themselves  from 
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Afterwmid  Terj  often  admonlBhed  to  return,  both  hj  the  Honorable  Consistorj.and 

DtiMn;  and  were  eren  warned  by  Rer.  Da  Bola,  (when  he  was  nt  Ponghkeepsle 

fto  latrodnce  Ber.  Van  Schle),  that  Mr.  John  Van  Driessen  was  not  a  legally  or- 

Plained  minister  of  onr  church;  neTertheleas  they  persistently  adhered  to  him.    He 

««ine  there  several  times  daring  the  year,  not  only  conducting  the  serrices.  but 

^^MMMing  and  installing  a  Consistory.    They  thus  separated  themselres  from  onr 

church.    Thereupon  our  Honorable  Consistory,  cut  them  oflD  from  the  ordinance  of 

tlie  Lord's  table.    Afterward,  it  la  true,  some  returned  with  confession,  asserting 

that  they  were  Ignorant  of  the  fact  that  John  Van  Driessen  was  not  a  lawful 

OBdnister.    These  were  receired  Into  the  church  again.    But  others  remained  obsti; 

Bate,  refusing  to  confess  that  they  had  done  wrong  In  adhering  to  him,  avowing 

that  they  were  too  stiff  for  that  and  that  they  could  not  see  that  they  had  acted 

In  an  unbecoming  manner. 

Hereupon  our  Honorable  Consistory  proposed  to  them  to  appoint  three  orthodox 
ministers  of  this  province,  to  correspond  with  your  Honorable  Body,  and  ask  your 
opinion  upon  this  matter;  also  that  we  and  they  should  submit  to  a  decision  given 
by  you  and  the  three  ministers,  conjointly,  and  In  accordance  with  the  rules  of 
church  government;  but  neither  would  they  hearken  to  this  proposition,  but  per- 
sisted in  their  obstinacy.  This  Is  a  truthful  statement  of  the  principal  fftcts.  Nbw 
may  It  please  your  Honorable  Body  to  decide  whether  we  have  abused  or  oppressed 
those  people  by  disciplining  them. 

Rev.  Goetschius,  besides  using  the  language  quoted  above,  also  declared  at  the 
Palts  that  the  adherents  of  John  Tan  Driessen  not  only  could,  but  also  would  be 
received  as  members  in  full  communion,  if  they  presented  themselves  to  the 
Coetus;  including  such  even  as  had  made  Confession  of  Faith  during  the  ministry 
of  John  Van  Driessen. 

But  this  is  not  all  the  complaint  which  we  are  obliged  to  enter  against  Rev. 
Ooetschiua  That  gentleman  seems  not  only  to  question  your  high  authority  over 
these  churches,  but  more  than  this,  he  has  also  allowed  one  of  his  pupils  to  occupy 
the  pulpit.  This  is  directly  contrary  to  the  classical  letter.  And  this  pupil  had 
not  yet  the  requisite  qualifications  to  preach,  (as  we  have  been  told  by  many  tmst- 
worthy  witnesses),  but  was  obliged  to  read  from  a  little  book,  or  from  paper. 
<And  as  to  your  authority  over  us),  Rev.  €k>etsehius  asked  our  pastor,  even  In  the 
presence  of  one  of  our  Assemblymen,  Mr.  Abram  Hassbrouck,  what  authority  your 
Honorable  Body  had,  or  if  any,  where  you  had  obtained  It,  to  govern  the  churches 
In  this  country.  Mr.  Haasbrouck  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Rev.  Ck>etschius,  both 
because  he  originally  came  from  the  Palts,  and  had  two  uncles,  as  well  as  other 
relatives  among  those  who  were  disciplined.  He  had  also  witnesses;  all  the  above- 
named  facts,  and  declared  them  to  be  true,  in  our  presence.  Of  both  these  drcnm- 
stances  we  have  complained  to  the  Coetus. 

Their  conclusion  upon  this  matter  was,  that  Inasmuch  as  Rev.  Goetschius  was 
sick  at  present,  and  we  were  intending  before  long  to  enter  complaint  before  your 
Honorable  Body,  it  would  be  better,  perhaps,  for  the  Rev.  Goetschius  to  answer 
for  himself  before  your  Honorable  Body.  But  after  this.  Rev.  Goetschius  not  only 
continued  to  pursue  this  wrong  course  but  also  went  on  to  administer  the  sacra- 
ment of  communion,  (by  order  of  the  Coetus,  as  he  pretends),  to  those  who  were 
under  discipline.  He  has  thus  supported  these  obstinate  people  in  their  un- 
righteous practices. 

And  how  little  respect  Rev.  Goetschius  has  for  your  Honorable  Body,  appears, 
among  other  things,  by  his  utterance  at  Fishklll,  vis..  That  before  his  black  hair 
had  turned  gray,  other  ministers  than  those  from  Holland,  would  ofllclate  here* 
Of  this  the  Right  Reverend  Meinema  can  also  inform  you. 

Now,  as  regards  your  highly  honored  and  much  respected  letter  to  us,  let  the 
following  serve  as  a  reply:  We  learn  with  deep  grief  that  your  Highness  con- 
siders what  we  said  In  our  defence,  as  "  reflections;"  and  Inasmuch  as  we  per- 
ceive that  your  Highness  Is  not  pleased  with  this,  we  reftain  from  saying  anything 
farther  in  regard  to  it. 

Concerning  the  case  of  Rev.  Leydt,  the  following  is  a  true  statement.  Rev. 
Leydt,  (whom  Rev.  Mandns  had  congratulated  upon  his  examination),  was  de- 
sirous of  preaching  at  Mormel  (Marbletown),  a  place  unquestionably  belonging  to 
our  congregation,  and  served  by  Rev.  Mandus,  our  lawful  pastor  and. theirs.  Ac- 
cordingly on  the  following  day  after  his  arrival  from  New  York,  in  company  with 


ITM 


EoCLEfilASTICAL    RSOOKDS 


1 


Rrr.  UinrluB,  bf  boat,  be  wroc«  to  tb?  Bonorablr  CoDslctOTT  la  rTsai4  a 
Upon  rectl'lBg  Ihii  tommnQlpttlon.  ilii:  Bonorable  ConHlsIorr  irent  ta  Ber.  Mudv 
le  replied  Ibal  It  appeared  Htrange  to  bim,  tlut  wblte  tl«  In 
Lefdt  bad  becD  on  tbf  boat  wllb  him  for  three  dajs.  and  liad  fTeelf  wiiieiK*  m 
cbnrcb  matlen,  f fl  be  bad  said  nothing  In  regard  to  thl«.  Cpon  bearlni  tbta.  » 
Honorable  Conelglorj  were  also  greatlj  lurprlsed,  and  aaserted  that  tbla  wu  k 
nnbeeotalag  procednre  on  tbe  part  of  Ber.  Lejdt.  Bfr.  Uanclna  Ibn  lald.  ttil  ■ 
It  waa  either  iKaorance  or  mallCE  on  tbe  part  of  Rev.  L^^dt.  fae  ranid  not  immx 
to  hia  petition,  but  would  leave  tbe  whole  matter  In  tbe  baoda  of  tbc  BmnntV 
ConalatOiT.  Ttae^,  Judging  tbnt  the  condoct  of  Rev.  l-e'fdt  toward  tbelr  p**(«  n 
Dpilber  lii-comlBg  nor  ewlPslanlcBl,  reaoUed  not  to  allow  blm  to  preach-  Of  lE 
theap  circiimatancea  Rft.  I^;dt  la  alao  tullf  aware.  May  It  now  plcace  tout  Bobk 
able  Bodj  to  judge  whether  the  abjection  to  allowing  Rei.  I^eydt  to  prei'l  as 
rslB^d  bx  our  paator.  or  whethrr  <t  waa  not  ralber  oceBaloned  by  hla  ova  mndnct^ 
Von  will  alao  be  able  )o  Jnilge  to  bow  little  degree  truth  Is  regarded.  In  anitat 
report*  to  yoor  Honomble  Body. 

Ail  to  yoor  adrlce  to  n*  lo  apply  to  tbe  Coetuo,  w*  are  obliged  to  b*»  tbM  n 
cannot  determine  to  do  that,  for  tbe  rollowln;  reaaona: 

1.  The  Coetus.  lor  at  least  Rev.  Ooetnehlun.  who  STera  that  h»  baa  done  enrs 
tbiDg  by  order  or  tbe  Caetaa),  baa  treated  us  nnjnslly.  by  taking  tram  n>  a  pan 
of  our  rongregatlon.  as  aald  above.  Tbla  action  la  obvlouHly  oppoaed  !■>  fra 
ayati'in  of  cbiirch  goTemment.  U  waa  mnaldcred  strange  by  roany  people  niUtK 
tbe  I'ullt,  and  who  have  always  remained  troe  to  onr  church,  and  eansed  dosMi 
to  arlae  ita  regards  tbe  Jnatlce  of  tbe  CoetDs,  and  of  Rev.  Goetaclilns  hlsaelL  R 
therefore  aeems  to  as  as  It  tbe  t^oetna  Intended  to  force  ns.  This  very  thine  Eei. 
Goetaehliia  also  openly  deelared  In  tbe  pre«enee  of  tbe  abovemeDlIonei]  Ur.  Hut 
brouck:  for  he  said  that  your  Honoralilu  Body  bad  Riven  power  to  tbe  Coetsi  i: 
eompell  sneb  congregatloDfl  as  did  not  yet  belong  to  the  CoetuB.  to  suite  thea 
■elve*  thereto.  In  this  laat  atatement.  bb  compared  with  a  prevtona  one.  Hr.  Hiaf- 
broQCk  himself  nalli'ed  the  con  trad  let  loiL 

2.  Rev.  GoetauhlDs  defendE  tbe  cane  of  Jobn  Vu>  Drleaaea  by  hla  acta,  alnee  b< 
conaldera  the  Consistory  chosen  and  Installed  by  aald  Van  Drlessm  as  Uwfnl  u 
that  of  liny  regular,  oriboiloi.  Dntcb  Church,  contrary  to  the  decision  given  by  yooi 
Honorable  Body, 

B,  Id  addition  In  tbla,  we  caonot  see  any  advunlagp  or  benefit  wblcb  wnsld  lecni' 
to  our  cbnrcb  from  uniting  with  tbe  foetus.  For  Id  several  churches  belongtnj  li 
tbe  Coetus.  there  li  more  trouble  and  achlam  than  wllh  ua;  or  there  wbf.  anMBi 
theni,  before  they  Joined  It.  We  therefore  again  humbly  nak,  that  we  may  retail 
onr  liberty  In  being  under  your  direct  control,  and  the  prtrllcse  of  correapaodlN 
with  your  Honornblc  Body  on  all  Important  matters.  However  we  do  not  ataj 
to  say  anything  dlBparaKlnft  ss  to  the  reverence  dae  the  Coetus.  and  Intend  to  11" 
tn  Chrlatlan  fellowship  nnil  brutherly  lave  with  all  who  belong  in  It.  ■*  we  hav 
ever  done. 

Bat  If  your  Honorable  Bo'ly  refoKe  to  grnnt  onr  request,  ot  being  allowed  ti 
correspond  with  you,  (an  In  proliat>lel.  Ibis  will  be  our  comfort. —  that  It  Is  doac  oi 
ncoount  ot  onr  fallbtul  adherence  to  your  Honorable  Body,  and  oar  i^cngnltioa  o 
BubordlnatloD  to  your  decision.  ArbIupi  thia  we  have  never,  aa  tar  as  wt  kno* 
offered  any  opposition,  or  done  anything  contrary  tn  It.  We  have  even  deteadf 
and  upheld  that  suhordloitlon  agclnat  aome  who  were  desirous  of  appealing  froi 
you  to  the  Sym«l.  It  would,  Indeed,  erleve  ua  If  we  are  obliged  to  miss  your  nif 
(lit,  well-cut)  advice.  Meantime  we  soppllcate  the  Lord  of  the  Church  that  he  maj 
be  on  onr  aide,  and  grant  ua  deliverance;  that  he  may  blesa  yonr  Blgb  Kieel 
lencle*  In  Christ  Jeaua.  Uay  be  satisfy  you  with  length  of  days,  and  canar  bli 
tight  to  abtne  upon  yon,  tilt.  thee,  the  Classls),  tor  tbe  good  ot  bla  church  and  obi 
good:  that  we  may  continue  tn  enjoy  your  high  and  worthy  coansel.  and  lean 
from  It  how  to  Jndge  and  act   In   dlfDcnlt  clrcnmatincea. 

As  ever,  we  remain,  high  and  worthy  geDtlemen,  Katbers  and  Brethren  In  ChrW, 

The  Honorable  Canalatory  at  the  Dotch  Reformed  Church  at  KlngsMH. 

By  eommlaalon.  and  In  name  of  all. 

Q.  W.  UanclB< 
Etngatou,  X.  T.  Avtl\  »,  \tW. 
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Olasbis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.    Spring  of  1750. 

^Abstract  of  a  Letter  of  Rev.  E.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg,  dated  Jan. 

3,  1750,  but  without  Mentioning  Place. 

Isaranicb  as,   witbont   having  been  censnred,  and  notwithstanding  the  Peace- 

Oontrmctt  he  has  been  driven  away  by  the  Governor  In  a  violent  manner,  he  asks 

v£  th«  Classls  that  It  will  make  provision,  that  In  those  foreign  parts,  the  payment 

of  bis  salary  be  secured  to  him  by  the  Society.    He  Is  still  In  distress  because  of 

tbm  dreadful  treatment  by  de  Bois,  whom,  he  says,  he  Justifies,  (does  not  Justify?), 

ms  h«  is  ready  to  go  from  Surinam,  to  Smyrna  or  to  the  Bast  Indies,  according  to 

the  pleasure  of  Classls.     If  the  Society  should  refuse  to  pay  him,  he  asks  that 

Cw«7)  complain  to  the  Synod  and  to  the  Commissioners,  so  that  their  High  Mightl- 

nc— SB  may  keep  him  as  well  as  Liege,  (?),  and  he  be  enabled  to  enjoy.  In  redress, 

felB  foil  salary,  or  the  half  of  eighteen  hundred  florins,  and  the  half  for  those  years 

wlilch  have  elapsed;  (?)  for  only  by  persistency  of  begging  they  have  paid  him  six 

bOBdred  florins  per  annum.     Tet  he  will  not  Instruct  Classls  as  to  their  duties; 

but  the  Lord  will  behold  their  actions,  and  the  Judge  will  Judge  uprightly.    For 

tbls  purpose  he    requests   that   they   send   over    a   draft   on   his   correspondent. 

xziU.  30,  31. 

• 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Coetus  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  May  7,  1750. 

Letter  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Bev.  and  Honored  Brethren: —  Thus  are  before  you  the  Minutes  of  the  Coetuf, 
begnn  on  the  7th  of  November  last,  which  I  could  not  send  to  your  Rev.  Assem* 
biy,  along  with  ours  of  the  27th  of  December,  by  an  earlier  opportunity.  The 
various  unexpected  circumstances  at  the  Coetus  are  the  reason  why  matters  were 
treated  as  they  are  set  down  in  the  Minutes. 

From  them  the  Rev.  Assembly  will  perceive,  to  our  extreme  regret,  how  sad  is 
tbe  condition  of  the  Church  of  God  on  Long  Island,  in  all  the  congregations  of 
both  counties,  and  alas!  growing  worse  and  worse.  The  period  having  expired 
within  which  the  friends  of  Domlne  Arondeus  were  to  make  known  to  us  whether 
tbej  would  submit  their  whole  case  against  Domlne  Van  Slnderen  to  the  considera- 
tion and  Judgement  of  the  Coetus,  the  three  friends  of  Arondeus  have  come  to  me 
and  declared  in  the  name  of  all,  that  they  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Coetus,  but  wxmid  refer  their  cause  only  to  the  Rev.  Classls,  to  which  they  were 
subordinate. 

At  Tappan,  affairs  are  more  prosperous.  Domlne  Musellus  has  promised  me  that 
be  would  no  longer  resist  the  Consistory,  since  I  convinced  him  that  such  a  course 
wonid  finally  result  only  to  his  own  injury.  He  Is  declared  emeritus  on  account  of 
the  weakness  of  his  eye  sight,  and  the  congregation  have  hired  for  him  a  •suit- 
able house,  into  which  I  have  urged  him  to  enter,  his  congregation  undertaking 
to  give  him  some  portion  of  his  support.  Meanwhile,  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  the  candidate  Verbryck  will  be  called  there. 

The  candidate,  De  Wlnt,  expects  to  go  to  Bergen  and  Staten  Island,  as  soon  aa 
the  Coetus  shall  receive  permission  from  the  Rev.  Classls  to  qualify  him.  There 
are  in  these  provinces  three  growing  places  still  vacant,  vis.,  Rhinebeck,  Roches- 
ter, and  the  FaJts,  with  their  dependent  nelghbnthoodi,  whlclk  cannot  ^  ^q^s^^WaA 
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from  Holland,  chlcflr  bpcanae  of  tbe  expeoae.  For  which  rMM>B.  It  b 
that  Bome  means  of  aid  for  coogrcgatlona  Just  alartJne  should  Iw  pr 
Hoi  land:  and  tbe  more,  nlnce  Dalcb  coDgregatlohs,  subordinate  to  th*  St 
ot  AruBlenlBBi,  are  mucb  more  objecta  ot  aid  tbeo  otbera. 

Apconllug  lo  the  reiwluiion  of  the  Co*tus.  INovember  l«h,  forenoon.i 
the  Rbt.  CJaHBla  to  send  to  lU  the  reasons  of  Domlne  Frelliicbii)>tea  to 
couseqaeaceii  he  dreads  If   hereafter  anf  DDe   wer«  eiamloed    bf   tbe  CiMttL  -a 
appUcstioii  1«  hereby  nindc  to  the  Rer.  Assembly  Id  tbe  oame  ol  ibe  Cuvcu,  Ig 
mast  Bialuable  njanner.     The  llttlo  hook  ot  Domlae  Frellaghojien.   sfter  « 
OBlloQ.  baa  been  approved  here.  In  the  name  ot  the  CbUBls.  jet  with  the  oitii 
\)J    the   author  of  some    eipreBslann.    as  appeani    1q    Ibe    Mlautes.      For  «U1 
malDa.  we  refer  Toa  to  our  letter  of  December  2Tth  last.   whJoh  we  Inut  hai  < 
lo  band  !□  doe  season;  and   lo  which,  as  well  as  to  that   of  Ibe  ISth  of  OOi 
we  hope  ahortly  lo  receive  a  reply. 

After  rccordlnB  my  continued  bealtb  nod  strength  tor  tbe  dUcbarse  gl  b 
ministerial  duties,  under  the  sracloua  help  of  the  Moat  High.  In  my  adTueeil  ip 
and  the  health  of  all  Oor  brethren  la  these  provinces.  1.  for  the  present,  cosclidi 
with  my  hesrlfelt  prayer  lo  God  that  he  would  keep  Holland  and  her  Cburck  tta 
all  harm,  and  make  (hem  lo  flourish  mort  aod  more  for  the  maKidtylni  of  tli 
moat  holy  name;  and  that  be  would  Fallow  your  persons  and  servlcea  with  Us  lU 
and  gracloUB  blewlug  coDtlouall}-.      I  subscribe  myself,  with   all  doe  reremm. 

Sevcrcnd   and   honored   brethren,    la   tbe  name  ot   the   Coetiis.    Xoar  obtdM 

Q.   DD  BOIS.  Clerk  KiUkb 
May  Tlh.  11S0. 

Cx-ASais  OF  Amstebdah. 

'  Acts  of  Deputies.     May,  1750(() 

Letter  from  Rev.  De  Eonde  of  Paramaribo,  Jan.  I7,  1750,  with 
two  enclosurea, 

1.  The  letter  makes  known  that  tbe  Conalstory  of  Paramaribo  has  beeo  aUt  U 
And  good  to  adopt  a  resolution  upon  tbe  polal  In  our  letter  reEardlog  tbe  spaaklsf 
of  the  French  language,  with  seven  voted  against  one  (and  that  wa*  Rev.  Tveil 
who  waa  against  us,  even  as  by  Rev.  de  Roude  who  was  then  absent.  Bat  Chen 
Is  nolblng  lo  be  done  ngalust  so  French  a  congregallon.  wbo  are  so  one-minded;  If 
tbey  are  free  to  CoUoiy  tbplr  feellnga  In  opposition  lo  our  approbaliou.  he  Wain 
to  our  Judgement.  ooncludlDg  with  salulatlon. 

2.  The  cuelosuren  lire  llr»ll)-,  Mlnute»  of  ibH  Besolatloas  adopted  by  the  Oos 
alstory,  November  1&,  1746,  present:  Rev.  Yver  president,  Etderx  Ph.  Le  PraB<.-. 
J.  Aker  Crombi,  W.  K.  Van  Steenleergeo:  Deacons  K.  Neaollne.  J.  B.  SUresltr 
J.  Plaateau  Pleters  and  D.  F.  Dandlvan.  Tbe  assembly  having  eome  together  » 
deliberate  abonC  the  letters  of  Kev,  I>u  Volsln.  It  waa  asked  If  tbey  abould  let  tkc 
CoDVentQfi  decide  nbont  this,  or  do  It  Ihemselves.  (he  latter  was  decided  on  by  s 
majority,  without  inking  up  the  msln  question  between  the  Glaasls  and  BcT.  ii 
ToIbId. 

a.  It  woH  resolved  by  a  majority  vote,  that  tbe  rrcnfh  language  aball  bt  ad- 
mitted la  that  assembly   as  well  as  the  Dutch. 

b.  By  unanimous  vole  It  whs  resolved  to  give  an  extract  of  those  olaatfa  to 
Ber.  du  VolBln,  wltb  the  request  that  he  would  strain  appear  In  that  body,  la 
order  to  present  hla  other  points  by  word  of  month,  as  was  done  l>efor«.  Tvs 
cidera  were  delegated  to  carry  out  this  resolution  with  regard  to  him. 

c.  Duplicates  of  Bev.  de  Roode'a  letter  of  >'ov.  10,  ITM,  with  tbe  certUcstt 
ot  the  t>octor.  and  at  the  cltCMlac  letter  of  Rev.  de  Ronili-.     xilll.  IQT. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amste&dah. 

Dorsius. 

1750,  May  11th.  Art.  6.  The  case  of  Dorsius  remains  in 
^tatu.    ziL  203. 

1760,  June  ?.  Art  4.  Nothing  further  has  arrived  from 
I>orsius.    xii.  206. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     July,  1760.(?) 

I^etter  of  Eev.  De  Bonde,  from  Paramaribo,  Feb.  28,  1760,  with 
two  enclosures,  being  copies  from  the  minutes  of  the  Court 
aBd  consiBtory. 

The  Coart  hAB  granted  him  to  go  elsewhere  for  a  year  and  a  half  (nnlem  ha 
obtained  another  place  sooner)  for  the  restoration  of  his  health,  salTls  honorlbns 
et  emolnmentls,  besides  retaining  his  office  there.  Thus  he  will  depart  first  of  all 
to  New  York,  because  It  Is  near.    xxlU.  108. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
Acts  of  the  Deputies.    July  9,  1750. 

Letter  from  Rev.  G.  Hagoort  of  Second  River,  May  1,  1750, 

Received  July  9. 

1.  He  says  that  he  will  abide  by  onr  advice,  and  remain  for  the  present  with 
hla  church,  requesting  howerer  that  the  Classis  give  the  Coetns  In  mandatls  to 
recommend  him  elsewhere. 

aL  That  onr  letter  has  had  no  effect  npon  his  congregation,  but  has  rather  done 
harm:  he  thinks  also  that  such  expressions  as,  It  bores  ns  somewhat  to  make 
mention  of  such  particulars,  we  also  fear  that  It  bores  you  somewhat  (escaping 
Mr.  Snethlage  through  Imprudence)  stiffen  the  hands  of  the  wicked,  and  make  him 
ridiculous  to  his  people,  as  If  he  had  been  Inventing  (or,  sending)  wlshle-washles, 
and  accuse  him  of  detaining  Classis  therewith.  He  thinks  that  we  should  mani- 
fest our  displeasure  to  such  congregations,  and  threaten  not  to  provide  them  with 
a  minister  except  on  the  assurance  of  better  treatment,  unless  ambition  lies  closer 
to  our  hearts  than  christian  and  fraternal  love. 

&  He  claims  that  the  combination  of  Acquaquenonk  and  Second  River  (advUnd 
by  us)  was  not  sufficiently  cherished  by  the  Coetus  and  subsequently  by  the  Com- 
mittee, Acquackenonk  being  still  without  a  pastor  and  unable  to  maintain  one 
alone. 

4.  He  complains  also  that  the  Coetus  has  made  little  or  no  progress  In  means  to 
avert  the  loose  management  of  calls;  at  his  Instance  there  having  resulted  only 
the  resolution  B. 

5.  He  concludes  from  all  this  that  such  a  Coetus  gives  no  redress  at  least  not 
to  complaining  and  misused  preachers,  and  repeating  sarcastically  those  words 
(underscored  above  under  No.  2.)  he  asks  that  our  love  would  redress  those  Incon- 
renJenees  by  ordering  the  Coetus  that  the  practical  calli  be  btou^ht  u^^ti  oiiv^ 
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footing,  and  hj  reflolrlng  that  Claaals  ahall  accept  no  more  calls  (If  tkcf  wm 
keep  beyond  blame)  except  on  auffldent  sccnrlt  j. 

0.  In  concloaion  he  says  he  shall  conduct  tamaelf  In  hmrtaoaj  wttk  bli  la 
and  In  the  next  to  give  as  further  Insight  into  what  Is  deemed  bj  «a  w  W 
pensable  a  Coetus. 

Concluding  with  salutation.    xxlU.  196. 

Letter  from  New  York  signed  by  Du  Bois,   August  14,  174 
(Refers  exclusively  to  Pennsylvania  matters.) 

Acts  of  the  Olassis  of  Aicstbsdam. 

Dorsius. 

1750,  July  20th.    Art.  4.    This  case  remains  in  statu.    xiL  21 

Departure  of  Eev.  De  Bonde  to  'New  York  for  awhile. 

Art.  6.  The  Eevs.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  report  that  Rer.  1 
Bonde  had  gone  to  New  York  for  a  time  for  the  recovery  of  1 
health,  with  the  consent  of  the  Court  of  Police  (Court  of  Justk 
and  the  Consistory  of  Surinamc.    xii.  210. 

Request  of  the  Coetus  of  New  York. 

Art  7.  The  Eev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  report  that  they  hivei 
ceived  the  Acta  of  the  Coetus  of  New  York.  This  Coetus,  mm 
other  things,  requests  that  they  may  know  the  reasons  why  th 
may  not  hold  examinations  there.  The  Classis  requests  the  Ki 
Depp,  to  draw  up  a  reply  to  this,  to  be  read  before  the  Asaanb 
xii.  210. 

Letter  from  Eev.  Hagoor.     (Hagoort.) 

Art.  8.  A  letter  was  received  from  Rev.  Hagoor,  to  which ' 
Rev.  Depp,  shall  reply,    xii.  210. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstkrdam. 

Churclies  Suffering  Need  in  Pennsylvania. 

Art.  12.     Regarding  the  churches  in  Pennsylvania,  our  Qm 
has  no  special  remarks  to  make,  because  no  xeports  hav0 
lis  tivcr^itoai.    Ouly  we  make  request  that  it  * 
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Tanoneys  which  were  formerly  in  the  keeping  of  Mr.  Visser,  have 
l>een  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Bev.  Depp.  We  remark  further 
that  Ryf  is  not  a  minister^  as  seems  to  appear  from  that  Article, 
but  that  he  has  held  office  as  an  elder.  As  to  Dorsius :  there  came 
before  us  an  appointment  of  him  as  minister  at  D'Elmina,  by  the 
Directors  of  the  West  India  Company.  This  appointment,  how- 
ever, the  Classis  could  not  allow  to  go  into  effect,  because  he  has 
not  exhibited  to  us  any  papers  as  to  his  legal  dismissal  and  char- 
acter, although  he  has  been  many  times  admonished  thereto.  We 
wish  moreover  that  the  efforts  of  Hev.  (Michael)  Schlatter  for  the 
welfare  of  these  foreign  churches  (in  Pennsylvania)  may  be 
blessed,  and  that  we  may  hear  good  accounts  thereof.  We  com- 
mend those  churches  to  the  good  care  of  the  Messrs.  Depp,  con- 
junctim  cum  Rev.  Depp.  Syn.  S.  HoU.    xii.  212,  213. 

Chubch  of  New  York. 
Proposal  to  Call  Rev.  Lambertus  De  Ronde. 

New  York,  July  31,  1750. 

Oonslstory  held,  of  Ministers,  Elders,  Deacons  snd  Church  Masters. 

Present,  domines  Du  BoJs  and  Rltsema,  (domlne  Boel  being  sick);  Elders,  H. 
Cnyler,  H.  Lefferts,  P.  Marschalk,  D.  Abeel  and  C.  Van  Home;  Deacons,  B. 
Bering,  L.  Lispenard,  P.  Livingston,  P.  Glopper,  J.  Turk,  J.  BreTOort;  Church 
Masters,  C.  Clopper  and  Evert  Bancker. 

After  calling  on  God's  name,  certain  members  of  the  congregation,  namely, 
Bvert  Byvanck,  Abeel  Hardenbroek,  Joris  Brlnkerhoff,  Theo.  Van  Wyck,  M.  Ernest, 
Isaac  Stoutenberg  and  Jacobus  Stoutenberg,  appeared  before  the  Consistory,  and 
In  the  name  of  many  others,  earnestly  requested  them  to  call  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lam- 
bertus De  Ronde,  (at  present  in  New  York),  now  the  settled  minister  at  Surinam, 
to  be  our  Pastor  and  Teacher,  along  with  the  present  ministers,  and  to  pursue  the 
usual  means  to  that  end. 

This  proposal  was  agreed  to  by  the  Ruling  Consistory.  It  was  Resolved  to 
summon  the  Great  Consistory  to  meet  on  Friday  afternoon  at  3.90  o'clock.  Domlne 
Bitsema  and  Mr.  Abeel  were  requested  to  Inquire  if  Mr.  De  Ronde  was  qualified  to 
receive  a  call,  and  If  he  had  written  testimonials;  and  also  whether  he  was  dis- 
posed to  become  a  member  of  the  Coetus. 

J.   Ritzema,   p.  t.  President. 

New  York,  Aug.  3,  1750. 

Consistory  held.  After  calling  on  God's  name,  domine  Bitzema 
reported,  in  execution  of  the  duty  assigned  him  at  the  last  meet- 
ing (July  31)  that  he  had  ascertained 

1.  Domine  De  Ronde's  readiness  to  become  a  member  of  thft 
Coetus. 
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2.  His  testimonials,  which  were  read.  These  gave  entire  uta 
faction  as  to  his  qualifications  to  receive  a  calL 

Thereupon  the  members  of  the  Great  Consistory,  Evert  Bymii 
Joris  Brinkerhoff,  Christopher  Bancker,  Nicholas  Bayard,  Pnli 
Bichard,  Jacob  Rosevelt,  Abrm.  Ljnson,  Abnn.  Van  Wyti  n 
Th.  Van  Wyck  appeared.  It  was  determined  to  call  domineT 
Ronde,  if  a  sufficient  subscription  could  be  raised,  under  waA 
^^  Heading  "  as  was  used  in  going  around  for  domine  Hoe^enbo; 

G.  Ihi  Bois,  p.  t.  PreddeoL 

Classis  of  Amsterdam:. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Kesolutions  of  the  churches  of  King's  County,  August  8,  1750,  ( 
the  two  Letters  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  dated  April  7, 17^ 
to  the  churches  of  Kings  and  Queens  Counties.  (This  docame 
is  of  the  Arondeus  Faction,  is  Anti-Coetus  and  very  bitter.) 

1.  The  Classis  speaks  of  parties  (political  parties?)  and  dtstrlcts,  and  o(  tli 
who  call  themselves  **  Leaders  **. 

Answer:  Such  things  have  been  known  here  for  more  tl&an  fifty  jtan,  lals 
remain,  as  long  as  the  Royal  Law  (of  England)  prevails.  For  everj  conotir  n 
by  a  majority  of  votes,  elect  officials  of  higher  and  lower  prade,  as  well  at  Mi 
and  In  countries  under  English  rule,  such  officials  are  chosen  to  be  over  freats 
lesser  districts. 

2.  No  charge  has  been  properly  proven  against  Van  Slnderen  why  he  ik« 
have  been  subjected  to  your  discipline. 

Answer:  If  this  Is  not  sufficiently  understood  from  the  affidavits,  then,  we  e 
only  add,  that  all  his  preaching,  is  either  foolish  or  erroneous;  or  else  it  only  ta 
to  excite  to  public  disputes  between  the  parties.  And  tlie  more  he  has  beta  i 
monlshed  by  the  remaining  elders  of  the  three  Consistories,  the  more  perrene 
became.  Once,  when  preaching  at  Flatbush,  he  said  In  the  palpit  while  politi 
to  the  elders,  "  That  in  all  things  they  had  acted  as  anjustly  with  him,  ■*  < 
Jewish  Council  had  acted  with  Jesus.*'  When  he  left  the  ptilplt,  the  elders  ti 
him  to  task  for  this.  He  gave  only  a  senseless  answer,  and  added  that  the  rets 
why  they  did  not  side  with  him  were  their  ignorance  and  wickedness:  and  tl 
he  himself  was  an  example  of  real  wisdom  and  piety.  To  this  one  of  the  eid 
replied,  that  that  was  true  of  God  alone.  Van  Slnderen  did  not  come  back  to 
church  in  the  afternoon.  Therefore,  during  the  following  week,  we  announecd 
him  the  act  of  discipline  we  had  exercised  upon  him.  To  this  he  replied:  "Ik 
a  letter  from  the  Coetus,  and  It  endorses  all  my  course  of  action."  Bat  as  w 
as  the  Lord  lives.  Van  Slnderen  is  a  fox  in  the  Lord's  vineyard.  Now,  If  all  thli 
taken  together,  do  not  justify  onr  act  of  discipline,  then  all  onr  ideas  of  prapri 
and  reason  have  come  to  an  end. 

3.  Classis  says  that  Van  Slnderen  Is  too  much  despised,  and  Azondtas  to  pnl 
too  much. 

Answer:   The  proofs  are  ready.    The  preacliing  of  ReT.  ▲rondeaB  darfiK  Mt' 
year  here,  brought  about  such  changes 
seven  UmeA  «.  ^^^'t.  «l^  \\«Lf^  \^«en  the  case. 


tliat  the  preachliiK  oC  tM  9tm 
ase,  was  scattttNA  te  oS  itrtM 
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m  moved  to  the  Raritan,  certain  ones  came  here  who  were  making  gretft 
because  of  the  (poor)  character  of  Van  8inderin*s  preaching;  but  Imme- 
ilf  after  the  return  of  Arondeus,  aH  this  was  stopped.    In  this  country,  there 
3  minister,  either  English  or  Dutch,  so  far  as  we  know,  who  has  anything  to 
against  the  preaching  of  Arondeus.    Even  his  enemies  acknowledge  that  they 
»  nothing  against  It;  only,  they  desire  that  he  should  make  their  smaller  party, 
larger  one.    But  where  can  we  find  another  minister  like  this:  after  being  fire 
in  a  church,  (and  leaves,)  they  want  him  back  again  so  much  that  they 
no  trouble  or  expense;  and  even  when  he  had  thirteen  times  refused  to  re- 
they  did  not  relax  their  efforts;  and  some  say  they  would  not  In  seven  years, 
«  tliough  bound  to  another  minister.    If,  therefore.  Rev.  Arondeus  Is  not  to  be 
'hly  praised,  then  we  must  stifle  all  emotions  of  respect  and  love,  and  go  con- 
to  the  very  convictions  of  our  consciences. 
^,  The  Glassls   speaks   of  his  gading  about   In  the   congregations  of   lawfully 
^'^^mlllled  ministers,  and  interfering  with  their  salaries. 

.Answer:  The  lawful  qualiflcatlon  of  Van  Sinderen   has  never  appeared  quite 

'ly  to  us  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  De  Wolff;  neither  has  his  ability  appeared, 

:cept  for  evil.    No  minister  can  secure  love  and  respect  in  this  country  and  a 

',  unless  he  makes  himself  worthy  of  it. 

S.  The  Church  laws  are  not  trampled  under  foot  by  us;  but  this  Is  done  by  the 

who  belong  to  the  party  of  Rev.  Frelinghuysen  and  to  the  faction  of  Van 

Sinderen.    It  is  snch  as  these  who  reject  Classes,  Synods  and  Church  Forms,  over 

in  this  country. 

6l  Your  Revs,   do  not  mention  everything  concerning  Van  Sinderin's  remarks, 

his  actions  you  defend. 
Answer:   We  wish  that  there  could  be  shown  a  single  word  or  deed  of  his  which 
anything  to  do  with  our  church,  which  was  done  without  some  folly,  or  im- 
propriety  or  other  obvious  extravagance. 

7.  The  offensive  reports  against  Rev.  Arondeus  —  what  about  these? 
Answer:  We  have  fcund  as  little  verification  for  these,  as  for  those  specifically 
mentioned  by  the  Glassls  as  a  great  burden  to  her.  Besides  those  mentioned  in 
farmer  letters,  yon  refer  to  his  calling  certain  ones  Antichrists;  or  that  he  said 
that  yon  send  over  here  no  ministers  except  of  the  poorest  kind,  or  those  of  other 
diaraeters  too  bad  to  mention.  Tou  ought  not  to  give  any  reception  to  such 
offensive  reports,  as  If  Arondeus  had  ever  said  any  such  things.  They  are  only 
littered  by  those  who  are  partisans  and  filled  with  bitterness  and  envy  towards 
lilm.  Such  stories.  If  true,  ought  to  be  reported  by  us,  (the  elders,)  who  are 
appointed  by  God  to  watch  over  the  life  and  doctrine  of  our  minister.  Goetschlus 
scattered  the  report,  far  and  wide,  that  Arondeus  quaffed  the  wine  very  freely  at 
the  Committee's  table.  We  can  truly  say  that  he  put  It  to  his  lips  at  that  time 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  tasting  It.  But  Inasmuch  as  our  Madeira  wine  Is  very 
0onr  and  strong,  one  dare  not  Indulge  In  It.  And  no  one  can  ever  prove  that  over 
here  he  ever  used  as  much  as  one  wine-glass  full,  (romer).  He  used  no  liquor 
except  fdr  medicinal  purposes.  There  are  no  ministers  over  here  (In  America)  who 
■o  largely  maintain  the  honor  of  the  Classls  (of  Amsterdam)  and  the  welfare  of 
the  Dutch  Church,  as  Revs.  Boel,  Mandns  and  Arondeus;  and  they  do  this  to 
such  an  extent,  that  they  are  not  sure  of  their  lives.  These  might  easily  be  taken 
hy  poisoning  or  shooting,  by  hostile  slaves.  Therefore  they  dare  not  travel  without 
company.  (I) 

S.  The  letter  of  Classls  lays  down  the  law  sufficiently  plain  as  to  how  yon 
should  act. 

Answer:  Not  at  all;  for  all  that  you  say  Is  only  In  the  form  of  requests,  wishes 
and  testimonies.  On  the  contrary,  It  ought  to  be  In  the  form  of  commands  or 
prohibitions.  But  If  there  Is  anything  In  this  which  seems  to  lay  down  the  law 
for  the  Classls,  we  sincerely  declare  that  this  is  not  our  meaning. 

9.  Further.  The  letter  of  Classls  says:  If  the  Classls  should  give  decision  ac- 
cording to  law,  we  can  easily  understand  to  which  side  the  Classls  would  be 
Inclined. 

Answer:  This  Is  to  us  a  dark  enigma.  For  we  would  naturally  think.  In  the 
first  place,  of  the  unworthlness  and  Inability  of  Rev.  Van  Sinderen;  but,  on  the 
other  side,  that  it  might  relate  to  the  alledged  unlawful  desertion  of  office  of  Rev. 
Arondeus.    But  this  he  himself  has  proved  to  be  an  abeolute  falaehiCMA..   Th«c«tAt% 


1700 


3126  EooLBsiASTiCAL  Rbcorim 

1760 

we  are  obliged  to  say  concemlng  thiii,  to  us,  mystery:  ArondciM  Mfot  Ufet 
been  intended.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  we  cannot  reconcile  aneh  a  rlrv  «l 
other  things.  For  how  can  that  **  Lamp  of  Wisdom,  Holiness  and  Jutlce."  (( 
Classla)  set  the  seal  of  its  condemnation,  on  a  minister  wlio  Is  n  conitaat  Mart 
and  Joy  to  his  church;  and  Justify  that  other  one  who  Is  a  cone  and  bardie  i 
strengthen  his  seat,  to  the  inexpressible  Tezation  of  tlie  churches? 

10.  MoreoTer,  your  letter  says,  that  the  Classls  wishes  there  was  aa  opptitiri 
to  remore  both  the  ministers,  by  lawful  calls,  to  other  fields,  and  to  pot  oita 
by  unanimous  consent  in  their  places. 

Answer:  The  Classis  has  not  yet  provided  a  way  for  doing  this!  Tkn.  il 
the  Coetus  has  filled  up  all  the  racant  places  to  snch  an  extent  that  Btfi.  I 
Driessen  and  Musellus  have  each  of  them  to  beg  bread  for  themselTes  asd  fkaQ 
And  although  this  man  has  great  weakneases  on  account  of  many  tempuiksi.  ] 
Ber.  Boel  at  the  request  of  the  churches  has  healed  this  wound.  Tkea  esn 
parties  In  the  Coetus  got  control  of  the  matter  and  brought  it  Into  i  eosa 
shape.  In  the  stead  of  Musellus  is  now  a  man  (Verbrjck)  whose  grudfitte 
still  liring  at  Grareaant,  who  troubles  the  old  minister  to  an  Indescribable  dtp 
This  was  done  by  taking  him  by  the  arm,  at  the  church,  after  serrlce  ooe  ii 
and  saying  to  him  in  the  midst  of  all  the  people,  '*  You  have  preached  &1k  t 
trine  and  soul-destroying  errors  ";  and  also  by  circolatln^  among  the  peoples 
than  ten  libels,  snch  as  these: 

That  such  preachers  must  be  regarded  only  as  belly-mlnlsters,  while  they  I 
their  people  with  husks;  who  are,  indeed,  murderers  of  souls.  Betldei  iMi. 
made  out  that  Antonides  had  been  the  cause  of  much  corruption  and  tour  da 
rupts  in  his  former  place,  (Bergen  in  Vriesland,  Holland) ;  bnt  on  the  cnta 
this  gentle  and  patient  man  had  very  laudable  testimonials,  not  only  tnm  \ 
church  from  which  he  came,  but  also  from  the  Classls.  Rev.  Arondeas  ku  ■ 
these  testimonials,  and  Rer.  Boel  publicly  read  them  when  he  deUrerri  1 
fnneral  sermon  at  Flat  bush,  (1744),  from  the  very  appropriate  and  dlTlae  «■ 
found  in  Heb.  18:  7,  **  Remember  them  that  have  the  rule  over  you.  who  k 
spoken  unto  you  the  Word  of  God;  whose  faith  follow,  considering  tbe  eid 
their  conversation,'*  etc.  At  the  same  time  he  also  found  opportunity  to  ^ 
about  the  praiseworthy  character  of  Rev.  Freeman,  who  had  died  a  while  brfi 
(1741.)  Furthermore,  this  youth,  thus  appointed  to  the  ministry,  has  exhlbhed 
to  the  present  time  no  other  traits  than  those  of  his  grandfather.  He  foilovfi 
hils  words  and  deeds,  and  is  consequently  further  stirred   up  by  his  own  pirthi 

Rev.  AroudeuB  need  not  yield  his  position  to  any  earthly  creature,  w  Iobsui 
Royal  Law  (of  England)  is  In  force,  and  by  virtue  of  his  own  written  cretiwi 
unless  he  no  longer  can  or  will  serve.  As  to  Rev.  Van  SInderen,  he  can  espc« 
new  call  Just  about  aa  certainly  as  that  a  roasted  pigeon  should  fly  Idco  hli  t; 
mouth.  And  then  the  thought  of  placing  two  other  ministers  here,  ln«teid  of ' 
present  ones,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  all  parties,  this  is  simply  lmp«MC 
For  the  entire  business  is  in  such  a  deplorable  condition,  that  neither  side  «? 
bind  itself  to  call  a  new  minister,  unless  it  knew  beforehand  under  his  own  vn: 
signature,  to  which  party  he  was  going  to  belong. 

11.  Tour  letter  tells  us  that  there  is  still  an  open  way  for  us  (by  way  of  i?;'^ 
if  we  flnd  ourselves  oppressed  by  the  Coetus. 

Answer:  Then  we  can  do  nothing  else  except  to  send  over  our  unjust  coodec 
tlon  to  the  ClasHifi.  But  even  then,  the  decision  concerning  us  wonid  va 
changed,  on  account  of  tne  respectability  of  the  other  party,  they  beloe  al:*?  co 
oath  as  all  the  ministers  of  the  Coetus  are.  Yet  the  prinolpal  nienib<T>)  of  i 
body  can  be  proven  to  be  falsifiers  of  facts,  or  wilful  perjurers;  while  ibf  oti 
are  but  ill-informed;  each  one  of  whom  would  also  be  gladly  called  to  Nrv  \ 
In  place  of  the  old  ones.  These  are  very  willing  to  assent  to  anything.  t'Ai.  w 
"  Yes-brothers  *•).  Thus  It  would  inevitably  follow,  that  under  the  sembUa-> 
Justice,  we  would,  nevertheless,  be  wickedly  condemned :  and  the  cord  pot  tS 
us  by  the  Coetus  would  only  be  fastened  by  a  tighter  knot.  Goetschlaa  isl  ^ 
Binderen  have  boasted,  both  in  private  and  public,  that  this  would  he  tfct  0 
Qoetschius  even  had  his  wife's  body  dug  up,  when  she  had  been  dead  tea  «r  t« 
days  —  there  are  witnesses  and  proofs  of  this—  that  his  brother,  who  Is  t  iM 
mlf;ht  have  her  for  anatomical  purposes,  as  the  ramor  la;  yet  efci*  asedi  Mil 
Uou.    TeX  Wv^  VoX^tlWqtl  ^^vcv%  Vo  have  been  thia,  and  this  hmitliT  la  bat  s  ja 
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Fljuilly,  70a  tell  as  70a  know  of  no  other  means  to  restore  peace  amonc  ns, 
bj  the  Coetns. 

•r:    Just  the  contrar7  seems  dear  to  as.    We  think  that  the  maintenance 

t  Tiew  woald  produce  ruinous  resalts  for  all  the  churches.    If  the  oracle  of 

«   10: 24, — "  Let   us   consider  one  another,   to  proToke  unto   lore   and   good 

ks  "  ~  can  hare  no  place  among  us,  then  we  must  and  will  do  the  best  we  can 

oor  own  case. 

the  name  of  all  the  members  present. 

Rutgers  Van  Brunt 
Johannes  Lott 
S,  1760.  Jan  Van  D7kaenT 
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Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Aug.  20,  1750. 

^  Consistory  held.  After  calling  on  Gkkl's  name,  the  lists  of  sub- 
^  teription  for  domine  De  Bonde  were  presented  and  found  to  be 
r  fully  sufficient    It  was  resolved  to  call  Mr.  De  Bonde,  and  domine 

^j'  Da  Bois  was  requested  to  draw  up  the  call  in  writing,  which  he 

J   jigreed  to  do. 

^  G.  Du  Bois,  p.  t.  President. 

Chuboh  of  Bkbqen. 
=        Certificate  to  Peter  de  Windt,  as  a  Candidate,  Aug.  10,  1760. 

August  10,  1750. 

Rer.  Peter  de  IVInd,  Mlnlsterll  Candidatus  is  a  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church,  sound  in  the  faith,  and  edifying  in  walk,  at  least  so  far  as  is  known  to  us. 
We  herewith  still  further  confirm  what  we  have  acknowledged  about  his  praise- 
worthy conduct,  in  that  we  have  called  him  as  our  regular  pastor  and  teacher. 
Hence  we  request  the  overseers  of  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ,  wherever  this,  our 
certificate,  may  be  shown,  to  recognise  our  brother  as  such,  and  to  admit  him  to 
tile  enjoyment  of  the  Holy  Supper  of  the  Lord,  and  to  receive  him  to  their  Chris- 
dan  fellowship.    Thus  done  at  New  York,  August  10,  1750. 

In  the  name  of  the  Consistory  of  Bergen, 

Oualterus  du  Bois.  who  is 
also  the  minister  there. 

Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  Gualterus  Du  Bois,  in  behalf  of  the  Consistories  of  Bergen 
and  Staten  Island,  to  the  Bev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Aug.  10, 
1750. 

Portfolio,  "  New  York  '\  Vol.  i.    Extracts  xxiii.  200. 

Tery  Rer.  and  Highly-esteemed  Sirs:— We,  the  Consistories  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed Churches  of  Bergen  and  Staten  Island,  together  with  Gualterus  Du  Bois, 
our  occasional  (eztraordinare)  minister  at  Bergen  for  over  fifty  years,  present  to 
your  Rev.  Assembly,  by  the  hand  of  Rev.  Pleter  de  Wind,  our  view  of  the  call. 
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made  out  upon  him  by  the  two  chorchet  of  Bergr^n  >Dd  Staten  laland,  on  thf  ]& 
of  June  of  this  year,  (1760),  and  request  your  judgement  as  to  the  ecrle^Aide 
regularity  of  the  same.  The  call  was  made  before  the  receipt  of  your  Bcti.  Ictt 
in  which  you  refused  to  give  the  Coetus  of  New  York  the  right  to  quEfr  &r 
Pieter  de  Wind  as  a  minister,  whenerer  his  Rev.  migbt  be  called  by  any  cbar 
in  this  distant  region  of  America.  Wherefore  It  became  necessary  to  make  ceni 
changes  in  said  call,  so  as  to  determine  the  commencement  of  the  satarr,  u  u 
Rer.  Assembly  will  understand.  In  order  then,  that  bis  call  may  be  faitben^  I 
a  constitutional  way,  upon  his  showing  his  church  certificate.  It  Is  the  reqccit  i 
the  said  churches,  which  have  called  him  to  be  their  regrnlar  pastor  and  tttcb 
that  it  would  please  the  Rer.  Assembly  to  give  Rct.  Pieter  de  Wind  hit  fa 
examination  as  a  ministerial  candidate,  and  to  qualify  bim  also  by  ordlnatlqa  ■ 
Installation,  as  their  regular  pastor  and  teacher. 

And,  Inasmuch  as  these  churches  hare  but  limited  means,  they  humbly  uk  il 
that  It  may  please  the  Rev.  Assembly  to  take  into  conalderation  the  great  ope 
to  which  they  hare  been  put  in  sending  Rev.  Pieter  de  Wind  so  far  acras  ti 
sea,  not  without  danger  to  his  life,  and  to  make  It  as  easy  for  him  as  is  covtiti 
with  paternal  kindness.  Of  this  we  hare  no  doubt,  seeing  that  your  ^mpl 
beneficence  toward  the  German  Churches  in  the  neiffbborlnff  province  of  Pecm 
ranla  Is  so  generally  spoken  of,  and  with  great  praise.  Now  the  Dutch  Befoia 
Churches  In  these  provinces  are  more  nearly  related  to. year  Revs,  than  tliose. 

So  then  with  constant  prayer  to  God  that  It  may  please  bis  divine  mtJestT 
make  his  way  pro8i>erons,  the  churches  are  looking  forward  with  joy  to  rteeivt 
back,  under  God's  good  guidance,  the  minister  whom  they   have  called. 

Continually  asking  God,  in  Christ,  for  every  desirable  blessing  on  your  Br 
persons,  on  your  very  important  gospel  services,  and  on  year  respected  fkolli 
We,  the  Consistories  of  the  above  named  churches,  do  witb  all  respect  tak*  t 
liberty  to  declare  ourselves  to  be,  and  to  remain. 

Very  Rev.  and  much  respected  Sirs.  Your  Revs,  hnmble  servants,  In  the  u: 

of  all, 

Goal  tern  n  Pv  H-l^ 
New  York.  Aug.  10,  1780. 

Oi^Rsis  OF  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Revs.  Gualtenis  Dii  Bois,  John  Ritzema,  and  Elder  Abrais 
Lefferts,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  August  10,  1750. 

Portfolio,  "  Kew  York  ",  Vol.  i.     Extracts  xxiii.  201. 

Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Much  Respected  Brethren: — Owing  to  my  manj  maaif^i^ 
gagoments,  I  had  not  intended  to  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity,  to  ^ad  : 
an  auHwer.  This  is.  Indeed,  due.  In  return  for  your  much  esteemed  letter  of  li 
7th,  accompanied  by  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  and  the  pastornl  lettcm.  I  t^r^ 
knowledged  the  same  only  In  my  letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Schelluyne.  Bui.  !m«d: 
as  I  have  been  Indirectly  assured  of  the  very  scandalous,  unooiirteous  and  wtS 
reply  of  Arondeus  and  his  party  to  the  Rev.  Classis.  \^-e  feel  onrselven  m'^^fi 
send  your  Revs,  these  few  lines. 

We  have  understood  on  good  authority,  that  he,  Arondeus,  with  his  peopk. 
his  so-called  consistory,  has  no  Intention  of  appearing  In  the  Coetus,  (whlck  li 
be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September  next,)  but  has  'written  a  letter  to  \ 
Rev.  Classis,  or  to  you.  Rev.  Sirs  In  particular,  to  this  effect:  that  he, 
together  with  Revs.  Boel  and  Manclus,  are  the  only  malntalners  of  the 
here  in  this  country.  The  truth  Is.  they  do  nothing*  bat  to  stir  up  aai 
AVatnThances.  And  besides  all  this,  they  heap  up  on  ns,  namely.  Do  Bd 
and  tVi«  enWi^  Co^Vci^  ^«\.««x«\A%  \\^%  «ca<l  abominable  slaiiacrs.     1%^  atai  4i  i 
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r.  Clopper,  hj  whose  hand  70a  will  recelre  this  letter,  Is  well  known  among 
mm  a  friend,  Is  an  exemplary  member  and  one  of  our  Church-Masters.  On  his 
arrival,  when  dellrering  to  your  Revs,  this  letter,  he  will,  we  think,  at  the 
opportunity  orally  explain  our  reports  regarding  the  condition  of  the 
cfcurches  here  In  general  and  the  sad  state  of  the  things  on  Long  Island  In 
particular. 

It  would  be  well  If  the  Rer.  Classls  would  send  back  the  letters  of  those  un- 

«CMirteous  Long  Island  people  to  the  Coetus,  especially  those  in  which  they  treat 

tlie  Ber.  Classls  In  an  unbecoming  manner,  and  slander  us  and  the  entire  Ooetus. 

But  we  hare  conducted  ourselres  toward  them  with  the  utmost  meekness  and  for- 

iMArance,  as  the  Rev.  Classls  can  easily  gather  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Ooetus  — 

land  it  is  no  mere  copies  which  we  send,  for  copies  would  be  nothing  here.)    Then 

tte  Rer.  Classls  would  probably  no  longer  be  troubled  by  their  rituperatlons  and 

■tenders;  and  we  should  be  better  able,  if  it  were  necessary,   to  convince  your 

B«Ta.  of  the  contrary,  and  so  to  reliere  your  Revs,  of  such  troublesome  reylllngs. 

With  this  we  close.    We  pray  Ood  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  his  children 

tor  good;  to  purify  his  church  more  and  more  of  all  that  is  eyll;  to  give  us  patience 

In  our  tribulation,  and  courage  to  oppose  those  who  are  of  a  querulous  disposition. 

We  eonunend  your  Rers.  to  Ood  and  to  the  Word  of  his  Grace,  and  with  due 

respect,  we  subscribe  ourselves.  Rev.  Sirs, 

Tour  Revs,  humble  servant. 
Qualterus  Du  Bols,  Joannes  Ritsema,  Abraham  Lefferts. 
New  York,  August  10,  1760. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Gorrespondence  from  America. 

^Resolutions  of  the  churches  of  Queens  County,  Aug.  10  or  20, 
1750,  on  the  Letters  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  dated  April 
7,  1750.  (This  document  is  of  the  Arondeus  Faction,  is  Anti- 
Coetus,  and  very  bitter.) 

Brief  answers  to  the  points  of  the  Classical  Letters.  (See  Letters  of  April  7, 
1760.) 

1.  Classls  says:  That  our  affairs  are  becoming  worse,  to  the  destruction  of  all 
•dlflcatlon,  etc. 

Answer:  Just  the  contrary  Is  true.  In  proof  of  this  we  call  Qod  to  witness, 
ander  fear  of  all  punishments.  Two  native-born  Americans,  living  on  the  Barltan, 
and  belonging  to  the  disaffected  church  there,  (1.  e.  opponents  of  Frellnghuysen), 
<»ver  sixty  years  of  age,  where  once  In  our  meeting  when  Arondeus  preached.  They 
afterward  declared  that.  In  all  their  lives,  they  had  never  seen  so  many  people 
together,  as  they  had  seen  In  and  around  our  church  on  that  occasion. 

2.  Classls  says:    That  our  accusations  have  not  been  proved. 

Answer:  How  shall  we  prove  them?  By  taking  a  great  many  people  from  this 
country  over  to  Holland?  Or  shall  we  do  it  by  affidavits?  We  do  not  see  that 
the  former  accounts  from  Queens  County  had  any  effect  on  you.  No  wonder,  then, 
that  neither  were  we  believed,  even  when  writing  officially. 

8.  Classls  says:  What  about  the  heavy  charges  against  Arondeus,  with  the 
circumstances  mentioned  in  our  letter? 

Answer:  They  are  as  false  as  anything  can  be,  as  his  Bev.  showed.  In  Feb- 
mary  last  the  Bev.  Bltsema  came  to  Bev.  Arondeus  together  with  Mr.  Bancker. 
After  the  greetings,  the  first  word  of  Bev.  Bltsema  was:  I  would  not  have  ven- 
tured to  come  under  your  roof  if  I  had  not  been  accompanied  by  this  gentleman. 
I  am  commissioned,  b§  President,  to  be  a  Peacemaker  between  yon.  and  Tan  Sin- 
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dcrrn.  T"  thin,  dmndras  anawprrd:  Oof  of  mpect  to  this  KEDllraaB.  I 
bpir  wlih  TOO]  ntherwlM  I  mlcSt  elUM  jron  ftw«y  as  a  G«I-to™it»s  ■««* 
When  Itllumi  brird  Ib*  ntaoot  Mr  tbla  remark,  and  Ihat  therp  w«»  fo«r  «» 
amiTB  prptmt,  h*  sild  that  tbp;  all  llrd.  and  br  would  aar  Ibe  samp  If  ihrn 
■  tbonMind  wllaeBRuB.  Arandpna  mplled:  Tb»r  can  pravf^  It:  and  I  ilw  htn 
pranpnt  and  musl  tB»ti(y  a^lnnt  yru.  To  «blPh  IUIbpidb  aniiwrrtd:  I  U 
ncpd  of  prnor.  Arnndeaa  rppllnl:  W  aoeb  a  oonni?  were  prrmllipd  lo  ■  lU 
vouli)  pv^app  thp  gailowi, 

Tn  the  (inpaHon  of  ■■  Prarp  ',  AmndPin  (inswered:  Sine*  pMCp  baa  b>*B  aSnH 
In  Vnn  SlndMcn  Nilb  by  m;iti>ll  aod  b]F  tbp  pld«n,  vtsd  to  naaapalloa.  II  la  ax 
too  Inip  to  appak  of  it.     Haar  h«»p  already  abhorred  It.   tUmisli  otli*n  dntrrt  h 

t.    Claasia  aays;     Wp  rpcommrnd  ;au  moat  pernpstly  to  gtt  before  (be  Cmm 

Aaawcr:  Thla  la  aa  acrppablo  lo  ua  to  rpfrr  na  to  those  who  maid  rpfral 
vltb  Dtp  and  brlmatonp,  Sarply  wp  would  be  great  fools  to  ^o  there.  Obc*  1 
we  met  with  s  Commlltep.  wp  bad  Iblrtjr  ponods  eipenses  to  par,  or  iboat 
hnndrnl  Holland  gallders,  for  inpilB  and  for  n>pl*n  of  letters  whirh  mat  II 
aUIUiiK*-  Thrae.  Ror.  Da  Bala  bad  'rapled  by  Ua  hod  who  waa  at  homr.  bat  * 
(«aplpa7l  we  oever  iiaw.  We  had  10  anbanibe  onr  aamea  to  letters  aenl  la  ClaiA 
yet  tbeae  wen»  n.'ver  aealed  la  our  prenence:  and  If  ■  Postarrlpt  wia  at  tlaai 
added,  It  was  witboot  our  knowIedRe.  Ret.  Dn  Bols  tana  now  been  Prr^ldest  te 
three  renra.  (nf  the  Commltterl.  notwlibatandlair  Rcts.  Afitocddes  and  Amndn 
were  present,  and  meellDga  wpr[>  frpquently  beld.  And  wbeu  tbat  womaa  VM 
an»  prespnl  and  Icstifled  tbst  hnr  naih  wan  sure  nod  solid  tratb.  then  Gwtai^lak 
who  now  stands  with  tbe  roelna,  miiln  no  reply.  It  wfta  eonrlnded.  havnti. 
from  hla  acllona.  that  he  had  nnspoken  aB«ar>ni<e.  alc<w  he  waa  golntc  ta  nbaK 
to  the  Coptiis.  ibat  hla  rpscoralion  waa  pertain.  All  tbla  la  plain  enon^  aoa. 
and  It  Is  no  wonder.  For  tbe  adhrrenls  of  Frellnsbnyaen  and  Ooetacblna.  by  Ibdr 
abundant  ^DH1neBa.  bring  mnrb  prolll  lo  the  New  York  eldera  and  dracoa^  bf 
wbleh  also  iheir  pastara  are  bcnefilted.  I'.} 

S.  riUBBls  saya;  If  we  are  not  wltllOK  to  be  indged  by  tbe  Coelns.  It  Is  bKaiiw 
onr  itTalrs  eannot  bear  the  IIkUI. 

Answer:     Tbla  la  rertalnly  falHe.     Tltp  (Englisb)  KIdk's  law  la,   that  when  IbMi 

partial.  Ibelr  Indgment  mnal  be  rejected  In  regard  to  that  case;  and  an  Impartial 
jndgmeat  and  aentence  mnit  be  dellTPred.  This  prinelple  la  ao  Jnat  that  an 
chrlatlana  muat  recelTp  11.  But  tbe  membera  of  the  Coetna  are,  withont  eieeplka, 
onr  proven  enemies.  Er^,  tbey  cannot  be  oar  jadgea.  Bat  the  Jaatlee  of  <ar 
canse  la  not.  therefore,  taken  awaj,  beeanae  we  caonat  let  them  deride  It. 

8.  Cloaala  uya:  It  our  eibortatlona  prove  tmltleaa,  and  yaa  refuae  tn  amy 
your  case  to  the  Coetna,  It  only  romalna  for  tbe  Claiata  lo  cat  ott  all  rorreipond- 
pncp  witb  yon. 

Answer:  Hr.  Tcmmlnk  (one  of  tbe  Depntatl  of  Claaaia),  we  now  address  jm 
personally.  Is  snch  a  threat  a  proof  of  rpTerent  plelyl  Can  aacb  an  nnfonnded 
aentence  promote  tbe  Interests  of  Cbrlat'a  KlngdoinT  Will  not  aneb  language  suit 
Ood'a  people  despondent,  and  arouse  the  enemies  to  more  dangerous  derleeB? 

la  It  your  Intention,  like  the  Coetna,  to  nm  na  down  agalost  all  right  and  reaaw! 
If  ao,  enter  tbe  llata  lawfully,  or  aa  the  Bngllah  say,  "  Come  ont  plainly.  "  Hike 
(be  case  clear,  name  the  charges  and  tbe  accnsera.  (aa  we  Intend  ta  do).  In  orlti 
tbat  tbe  whole  truth  may  Anally  appear  to  tbe  whole  cbrlatlan  world. 

With  that  design,  we  say.  Chat  Rev.  Da  Sola  baa.  not  without  reason,  been 
blaek-gaarded  as  an  eitortloner,  aa  a  godlcas  driver,  a  false  swearer;  and  we  nn 
prove  all  tbla.  Furthermore,  we  aay  tbat  Rev.  BIticma  ta  a  wllfnl  deceiver,  aad 
■ceoropllahea  the  devira  work.  We  aay  that  there  Is  no  one  In  tbe  Coetna  wba  1) 
not  onr  enemy:  wbo  la  not  tilled  with  prejudice  agalnat  na.  There  are  even  aoot 
who  are  so  bitter  and  also  foollah,  that  tbey  proclaim  otu  sentence  beforehand,  u 
we  are  able  to  prove,  and  aball  do. 

The  law  of  hla  Bngllah  Hajeaty  aaya,  that  no  notice  shall  be  taken  of  lying, 
calnmnlatlons  and  accnsatlons.  unless  there  la  a  promise  to  prove  them.  Tbla  laat 
Item,  Ur.  Temmlnk,  la  very  plain  In  Ha  relation  to  your  letter.  Since  yon  do  nsl 
fear  to  htame  the  Klng'a  "  Juatleea  of  the  Peace  ",  yon  deserve  to  have  yonr  hMe 
taken  ott*.  and  UAa  w<ni\&  tn  &<m«  Ui  ion,  M.  ita  ^amfA.  <9u*.  «at  yaar  foot  OS 
BngUab  toU,  aikA  A««e  c^utu  atawi\4  ^«  ^ito>i*i.\  »ip\'o.'«.  i<«.    ^^^  ■«««*  -ei*. 


OF  THX  State  of  New  Yobk.  3131 

ihome  boya  of  Frelinghnysen  [iome  of  his  ions  were  then  studying  In  Holland] 
tare  filled  your  bosom  with  many  false  Ideas;  and,  therefore,  yon  write  thus  In 
ronr  communication;  for  we  doubt  not  that  you  wrote  the  letters  of  April  7,  1750. 
But  from  this  we  shall  be  able  to  prove  your  prejudices  against  ns,  which  are  so 
»Terwhelmlng  in  character,  as  well  as  unjust. 

7.  Finally,  your  letter  says  that  it  is  eyldent  our  case  cannot  bear  the  light, 
&nd  therefore,  refusing  to  be  Judged  by  the  Coetus,  all  correspondence  with  yon 
mast  be  cut  off. 

'We  cannot,  howeyer,  be  cut  off  from  the  **  Temple  of  the  Lord  "  by  men,  for  we 
ar«  the  principal  builders  of  that  Temple.  Moreoyer,  we  understand  the  English 
language  Just  as  well  as  the  Dutch,  and  we  help  to  support  the  English  minister 
at  Kyren  (?)  Just  as  much  as  those  who  regularly  go  to  church  there.  How  much 
of  an  outward  loss,  then,  would  this  cutting  off  of  us  amount  to?  On  the  contrary, 
it  we  should  go  to  the  Coetus,  our  enemies  there  would  heap  ridicule  upon  us,  and 
triumph  oyer  us.  Indeed,  the  Rev.  Goetschlus,  threatens  to  sue  us  at  the  law  for 
tliree  hundred  pounds,  which  is  two  thousand  and  fifty  guilders.  This  he  reclcons 
to  be  what  we  yet  owe  him  for  seryices,  although  these  services  were  illegal  In 
themselyea  Yet  he  himself  boasted  that  every  sermon  of  his  did  not  cost  him 
more  than  an  hour's  study,  as  can  be  proved  by  those  who  heard  him.  Arondeus, 
on  the  other  hand,  says  that  he  has  to  write  two  days  on  a  free  text,  even  when 
he  has  not  consulted  all  his  helps;  and  then  it  takes  another  day  to  fix  it  in  his 
head.    All  the  sermons  he  has  ever  delivered  have  first  been  written  out  In  full. 

&  Come,  come,  Mr.  Temmink,  let  us  get  at  the  most  weighty  proofs.  Whose 
case  Is  It  which  cannot  bear  the  light?  We  place  ourselves  under  all  the  curses, 
temporal  and  eternal,  which  God  has  ever  threatened  in  his  holy.  Infallible  and 
•verlasting  Word,  and  declare  that  we  are  Justly  guilty.  If  we  have  ever  pre- 
jramptnoosly  opposed  ourselves  to  the  true  Reformed  Dutch  Religion,  Its  Church 
Government,  Its  Forms;  or  against  the  honor  and  glory  of  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam; and  if  we  do  not  even  now  Intend  to  maintain  the  same. 

For  the  charges  against  us  are  false.  For  there  neither  is,  nor  has  there  been 
In  us  any  wilful  deceit  in  relation  to  any  of  the  things  mentioned,  according  to 
the  best  of  our  knowledge.  If  there  has  been,  may  the  Most  High  do  thus  and 
thus  to  us,  if  in  these  statements  we  lie  or  deceive. 

Do  you  also  feel  at  liberty  thus  to  bind  yourself  by  an  oath?  to  think  and  believe 
the  contrary  of  us?    But  now,  do  tbnt  which  the  Most  High  puts  in  your  heart! 

John   Noortstrandt 
Douwe  DItmars 

Hendrick   Derje,   Justus. 
Aug.  10,  1700.  Abrm.   Polhemfus,   Justus. 

AOTS  OF  THE  OlASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Dorsius. 

1760,  Sept,  7th.  Art,  6.  From  him  comes  no  further  report ; 
wherefore  the  Classis  can  come  to  no  further  decision  thereon, 
xii.  221. 

Request  from  Coetus  of  New  York. 
Art.  7.    Bemains  in  statu,    xii.  221. 

Letter  from  Rev.  Hagoor.    (Hagoort) 
Art.  8.    Also  this  article  remains  in  statu,    xii.  221. 
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Olabsis  of  Amste&dah. 
Ooireepon deuce  in  America. 

Ur.  Jmoiivs  AroDdeiUi 

—  Tbe  Bev.  Clamla  of  Amatptdani  wrote  la  na  la  Ibdt  tut 
lUlod  April  T,  ITRO.  that  Ihejr  bad  wrlttnn  to  Ton  In  strooK  teniu.  to  rtv«ii 
Ooetui  ami  mihinlt  TonrMlt  tn  Its  ]DdBeini>nt.  I  fe«l  It  IDJ  dalT,  tbfnfo 
lEOonLDce  of  the  time  of  atectlns  nhould  Uoder  too.  to  apprlBe  yoa  Ibu  Uit 
will  cottimFiicp  tin  ncit  apwilonii  on  tbe  lllb  of  Beplerabrr.  ao  tbal  too  mj 
Oliportnnllr  tn  iiminK^  ru<"'  oftln  tliMV.  t  romalo,  witb  CfarlstUa  uig 
ale. 

J.  Rlt 
Naw  York,    Bept.    T,    ITfiO. 

S«t>trmber  11, 

Ur.  R<l)i?iiia  — The  CUibIb  bare  written  aathlUK  to  me.  and  wba;  Or. 
•dvlied  Dnd  r«qae«lr<l  of  the  ConilMoir  can.  as  to  ibe  Co^lna.  jlre  It  do  I 
wtlb  tbcm,  aa  Ib^j  bar«  r«pUed  by  tbe  lant  totbiic  of  Captain  GerrllM-  1 
I  bale  no  maltera  to  defend  before  tbe  Coetuih  nnleu  my  ConilatOTjr  bi 
plained  of  me.  and  no  other  meana  i^an  lie  found  of  laiaInK  Ibe  caae.  fi 
all  the  members  ot  m;  Conslator;.  witb  one  eiceptlon.  declared  tbat  Ibr; 
pay  no  reiturd  to  the  CoetUB.  and  hound  IbemsplTi'i  tboa  In  nnttj  tij   will 

if  you  deaire  to  conilraln  db  br  aiirlibteoun  Tlolence.  we  ahBlt,  when  Ml 
t>r  oppoiera,  defend  onnelrea  wllboat  ceremanT,  or  fearlnc  blood-abeddl 
death. 

NIeboIaa  Volkenxe,  Bodet.  Cason.  ileclnre  th«t  If  tbelr  ruattera  asalnn  T 
deren  are  not  adraocFd.  thej  will  tiriie  ibem  for  tbe  last  time,  and  also  wl 
Ibmn  with  Dcw  accuaatlooa,  If  men  can  prerall  with  ron  to  haTe  them  nllt 

rarewell. 

Jcdiannes  Aroa 

Pbocebdisgs  ok  the   Sixth   Coetcs,   BKacrf   at   New 
Septembee  11,  1750. 


Foreooon. 

Tbe  Ooetna  naaembled. 

KQd  waa  opened  wllh  a 

mtiema. 

Member*  Preaenl. 

Uom.  Du  BolB. 

with  bin   Elder, 

l>avld   Abeel. 

■•      Bllaema. 

Peter  Marsrhalk. 

"       ErlckaoQ. 

Coerl  Sc^heoek. 

■'       CurtenlUB, 

tiaolel    Komejn. 

■■      Schuyler. 

DIrek   HaKedooro. 

Krancla  Brett. 

"       Van  Bindepen. 

Abraham   l»tt. 

■■       Leydt, 



Hendrlck  FTaher. 

Tbe  Bldera.  Blmon  Van  Aradalen,  from  New  BruoBwlcfc.  aod  Joba  Uurio) 

Tappao. 

Domlne  Uelnema  wa*  phoaen  Prerident.  and  Domine  RItiema,   ClerH. 
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Rcftdlng  of   Minutes. —  The  Acts  of  the  preceding  Coetns  were  read  and 
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Letters  of  the  Olatsls.—  The  letter  of  the  Rer.  CUmIs,  of  the  7th  of  April, 
and  their  letters  of  the  same  date  to  two  private  members  were  read  before 
Anembly.    It  was  referred  to  the  ministers  of  the  city*  with  their  elders,  to 
replj,  in  the  name  of  the  Coetns,  to  the  Bey.  Classis. 


-^  liCttei^  to  Arondeus. —  Domine  Ritsema  read  a  letter  which  he  had  written  to 
^MBlne  Arondens,  to  Inform  him  of  the  time  when  the  Coetns  would  sit.  It  ran 
kos:     (See  preceding  document.) 

IHnbIb*  Bltaema  receired  the  thanks  of  the  Rot.  Assembly  for  his  prudent  care. 


Afternoon  Session. 

T^«  Assembly  was  opened  with  prayer. 

1.  Oyster  Bay. —  Simon  Losey  and  Cornelius  Hoogland,  from  Oyster  Bay,  ap- 
(Cttvcd,  (I.),  Inquiring  whether  they  and  their  associates,  chosen  and  ordained  by 
>omliie  Ooetschius,  were  not  recoguised  as  a  lawful  consistory,  (2.),  Signifying 
httlr  Inclination  to  come  under  the  Coetus,  upon  condition  that  they  should  hare 
llMity  to  get  the  assistance  of  a  preacher  of  the  Coetus,  so  long  as  the  union  was 
lot  established  through  the  whole  county.  The  reply  was,  that  the  determination 
if  the  Coetus,  Sept.,  1749,  must  be  carried  out.  Domine  Ritsema  undertook  to 
mrlte  to  the  other  party  not  to  slander,  as  unlawful,  the  Consistory  chosen  by 
Domine  Ooetschius.  The  matter,  so  far,  remains  Intrusted  to  Domine  Ritsema 
tloae. 

S.  Van  HocTenberg. —  Here  Domine  E.  Tonkens  Van  Hoeyenberg  appeared  in 
tke  Assembly,  with  two  elders,  one  from  Llylngston,  the  other  from  Clayerack, 
desiring  to  know  whether  he  and  his  Consistory  could  be  admitted  to  the  Coetus 
as  members,  and  stating  this  question  in  writing,  that  the  Assembly  might  glye  a 
written  reply. 

A  minute  which  was  made  of  this  was  read  to  Domine  Van  Hoeyenberg,  who 
said  that  it  conyeyed  the  meaning  of  his  proposal. 

Hereon  he  was  asked  by  the  Coetus,  through  the  President,  in  what  capacity  he 
auide  this  request?  He  replied  that  it  was  as  a  Dutch  minister.  Evidence  of  this 
was  asked,  and  he  replied  that  this  was  not  necessary  until  he  became  a  member 
of  the  Assembly;  that  he  would  do  nothing  more  therein  until  he  should  consider 
fhrther.  He  was  asked  whether,  if  granted  what  he  demanded,  he  would  pay  for 
It?  He  replied  In  derision.  Do  people  here  pay  for  their  copies  of  writings?  Where- 
^pOB  a  circumstantial  statement  was  given  to  him,  and  he  took  his  departure  in  an 
l^arlous  manner. 

Jamaica. — Elbert  Hoogland,  from  Jamaica,  requested  service  there  by  a  minister 
^longing  to  the  Coetus.    His  request  was  granted. 


Wednesday,  September  12th  —  Forenoon. 

The  Assembly  was  opened  with  prayer,  as  usual. 

1.  Tappan.—  The  proceedings  of  the  committee  on  the  matter  of  Tappan,  in 
reference  to  declaring  Domine  Musellns  emeritus,  were  read.  The  Assembly 
approved  the  same,  and  thanked  the  brethren  for  their  faithful  conduct. 

2.  Call  of  Verbryck. —  The  call  of  Domine  Verbryck  to  be  minister  of  the  con- 
gregations of  Tappan  and  New  Hempstead  (now  Clarkstown)  was  presented.  No 
fault  was  found  with  it. 

8.  Examination. —  Domine  Verbryck,  after  delivering  a  formal  discourse,  (propo- 
sitle,)  was  admitted  to  an  examination,  which  was  conducted  by  the  Moderators 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Assembly.  After  signing  the  instrument  prepared  for 
eaadidates,  he  was  appointed  to  the  congregations  of  Tappan  and  K«w  H«m.^i!tftiA. 


S.  Letter  frDm  Uillatone.—  A  letter  wu  reeel*cd  troii 
elder  of  HlllMone.  The  Coetiw  concladed  tbat  DomliM  Di 
repl7,  luggeBtlUK  peaceful  conalileratloDa. 

*.  FlihUll.'-  A  letter,  preaented  bT  the  elder  from  Fl»l 
Coetaa  determiDed  to  annwer  11  In  acrlona  terma.  rh.: 

(1)  That  partlea  tbere  maat  not  tarn  aroimd  to  oppo* 
Coetna  reapectlos  the  eollectioK  of  the  aalarj. 

(2.)    The  nncbrlatlsn  behavior  of  tbow  wbo  retlwed  to  ; 

(8.)  Tbe  ebomlDablG  bebarlor  of  thoae  wbo  aeek  to  re* 
from  na,  and  then  again  from  the  EngUab  Chorch. 

5.  Letter  of  D.  Arondena.— Tbe  letter  of  Domlne  An 
aboTe-mratUtoed  from  Dom.  Bltiema,  waa  read,  and  orden 
Klnntea.    It  mna  thua:     (See  preceding  docnmenta.) 


Tbe  Aaaembl;  waa  ngalo  opened  with  prater. 

1.  Letter  to  B.  Veghten.— Tbe  letter  to  Mr.  Rrnler 
Domlne  Dn  Bola,  waa  read,  and  being  entlrelr  approred,  n 
In  tbe  name  of  tbe  Coetna. 

2.  Dincnltlec  at  Tappan.-'  Perwjna  rrom  Tappan  hBnae< 
whlcb  were  read,  and  the  fallowing  conelnaloua  reached: 

(1.)  The  ConalBlorr  muat  render  an  exact  atatement  of 
MDiellnl;  and  when  Domine  Verbrrck  la  ordained,  It  tb 
grlerancea  to  bring  forward,  It  Bball  be  done  to  tbe  mini 

(2.)  Domlne  Uuzellua  mnat,  by  tbe  Brat  opportnnltj  tree 
and  go  Into  tbe  honae  hired  for  him,  and  muat  glre  np  to 
tbe  chorcb  book,  the  farnltnre.  and  all  that  belonga  to  tb 

(S.)  The  congregation,  tbroagh  the  Conalatory,  matt  n 
and  ani  table  aupport. 

Tbe  toregolDg,  Domlne  MaiellnB  being  preacnt,  waa  aaaei 
In  the  prcaenee  of  the  Aa*embt]r,  and  ther  openir  p 


OF  THS  Stats  of  New  Yobk.  3133 

FridBj,  September  14tb  —  Forenoon. 

The  Assembly  was  opened  witb  prajer. 

1.  Letter  to  tbe  Glassis. —  Domine  RItsema  presented  tbe  draft  of  a  letter  to 
Ber.  Classls,   containing  tbe  decision  of  tbe  Atisembly  upon  tbe  affairs  of 

County,  wblcb  was  approred,  and  ordered  to  be  forwarded.  Meanwhile,  the 
?lerk  ESztraordlnary  should  retain  a  copy  until  an  answer  Is  recelred  from  the 
Ker.  Glassis,  when  both  should  be  placed  word  for  word  In  the  book  of  Acta. 

2.  A  New  Circle. —  Further,  the  Assembly  saw  fit  to  constitute  a  new  Circle  In 
3miige  and  Ulster  Counties,  to  embrace  Domine  Fryenmoet  and  Domine  Verbryck, 
pvbo.  In  weighty  matters,  might  call  In  tbe  aid  of  a  neighboring  Circle. 

8.  Letter  of  Domine  Mandus. —  Domine  RItsema  now  presented  a  letter  from 
Domine  Mandus  concerning  the  congregation  of  the  Palts,  which  was  read.  It 
concluded  to  give  the  same  to  Domine  Fryenmoet,  that  the  congregation  might 
(wer  for  tbemselres,  and  that  he,  If  the  congregation  appeared  to  stand  alone 
not  bound  to  Domine  Mandus,  should  prorlde  It  with  a  lawful  Consistory; 
that  a  copy  of  this  should  be  glTen  to  Domine  Fryenmoet;  which  was  accord- 
Snsly  done. 

4.  Censura   Morum. —  Finally,    the   Censura    Morum    was   held.     No   grleyances 
were  presented  against  any  one,  and  after  especial  inquiry  to-day,  nothing  appeared. 
And  so  the  Assembly,  after  a  hearty  tbanksglring  to  Qod  by  the  President, 
separated  In  peace  and  friendship. 

Johannes  RItsema,  Scribe. 

G.  DuBols,  Extraordinary  Scribe. 

Classis  OF  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Coetus  to  the  Eev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     Sept.  14,  1750. 

Bererend,  Pious,  and  Learned  Sirs: 

Honored  Fathers  and  Beloyed  Associates:— Herewith  the  Coetus  has  the  pleas- 
ure to  present,  with  respect  and  submission  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  their  proceedings, 
begun  on  the  11th  of  September,  1750.  Meanwhile,  we  long  to  hear,  by  fit  occa- 
sion, that  they  are  acceptable  to  your  Rot.  Body,  when  we  shall  baye  the  happi- 
nees  to  be  honored  with  your  attentive  remarks  thereon. 

The  Coetus  rests  in  its  dispatch  of  the  14th  of  September  last  to  the  Rot. 
Classis,  which  we  hope  has  already  come  to  hand.  With  It,  we  had  at  first 
thought  of  sending  only  these  Minutes.  Yet  it  is  considered  an  appropriate  and 
fitting  thing  to  send  in  reply  to  your  highly  esteemed  letters  the  following  friendly 
communication,  according  to  the  third  Article  in  the  Journal  of  September  11, 
A.  M.,  concerning  the  wide  separation  of  the  dwellings  of  our  members,  who  could 
not  tarry  longer  here. 

To  what  was  said  In  ours  of  September  11th  concerning  Kings  County  matters, 
we  add  this:  Eyen  if  Domine  Van  Sinderen  has  been  misconducting,  how  can 
we  receiye  for  adjudication  charges  by  Arondeus*s  party,  since  they  do  not  recog- 
nise the  Coetus,  and  it  is  their  scoff,  **  What  is  the  Coetus?  The  Rey.  Classis 
Iiaye  no  right  to  constitute  a  Coetus  here.'*  Therefore,  they  will  allow  no  charges 
against  them  to  be  decided  by  the  Coetus.  And  the  more  plainly  is  their  recog- 
nising the  Classis  alone  a  mere  pretence,  since  they  acknowledge  no  other  author- 
ity in  the  Church  than  what  pleases  them,  saying  that  they  are  In  a  free  country. 
Therefore,  they  make  no  distinction  between  a  call  made  according  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Low  Dutch  Church,  and  one  made  by  private  indlyidnals,  according 
to  their  own  Judgement. 

It  were  to  be  wished  that  your  exhortations  In  fayor  of  the  Coetus  should  haye 
influence  upon  those  who  still  stand  out,  but  all  endeayors  upon  our  oppoaers  are 
fruitless.    Their  only  aim  is  to  undermine  na  here  with  VVefv  mv^  ^\i»A«t%^  ^^^^V^ 
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nollind  with  the  charip  (hot  wp  have  too^ht.  kRaloat  the  order  <rf  Ue  In 
ClBUli,  to  qnatlff  pcrsDns  ror  Ibp  mlnlf^lry.  whereas  the  oppoall*  *pp«*n  fna  « 
former  IctlerH  and  Irnm  our  mliiDles.  Bui  the  Blaniler  born  of  nrj  wliO  wab 
Itteir  beard  aa  loog  as  It  rirea.  Thp  Coetna  doea  not  fear  to  Josdfl  lurtf  Mm 
the  Kev.  Ctaaala  agalnot  »By  eharges,  and  It  dreads  lb?  least  ippwuuv  of  h 
itpendcncr.  The  Jiav.  CIbesIh  need  not  be  ■niimia  Ipat  our  meellnc*  of  tie  CoMb 
or  the  Clrelea  aboutd  be  freqnent;  rather  l»  there  need  to  eihon  the  otBtoi 
not  to  Detrl^i^t  the  yearly  KBlherlnjcB.  alnee  oar  diatanee  from  each  ether  I*  (nK 
and  the  palna  and  tipenae  of  trarellng  are  eoDatdemble,  and  the  deatrt  et  M^ 
abaeni  so  loDg  from  oae'a  fsmll;  I*  small.  EMmlne  Frrenmoet  llTts  nlsrt;  bt 
Hah  mllea  awar.  and  Damlne  Bohurler  fall  one  bDodred  and  rigbir;  «tht*  aa* 
bers  lire  eight,  ten,  toortcen.  and  more  Dutch  miles  from  New  York,  a*d  DnUr 
Tan  BandToord  (nil  forty. 

The  BfiT.  Aesemblj'  has  nnw  seen  by  eiperlenpe  our  ready  and  reapsetM  (« 
pIlRnce  with  their  absolnie  dlrectlan  to  attempt  no  reqneat  for  antbaritT  N 
llrpDie  and  ordain  any  one  here,  whoever  he  nay  be.  Yet  with  reapert  tt  tk 
candidate  De  WiDI.  many  tbnasht  (hat  there  was  abnndaiil  eooafb  reuns  U 
Inrite  na  ti  make  an  earnest  renaest  on  hia  behalf,  and  they  made  t  dlvn* 
reply  to  the  rcssims  of  those  opposed.  At  least  aeTcral  were  »tTy  Itat  Ik 
poor  De  Wlnt  iKeneraily  eslpemed  edlfylns  and  peacefal  In  bis  deporlmeat.  nl 
j^egtly  dcalred  by  the  farnn'ra  at  Flatlnnds  (?)  for  his  preaehtnic  gttui  AadI 
be  required  to  leave  wife  and  children,  and  criMS  the  sea  at  rlak  of  hli  U^  b 
order  to  meet  the  Rev.  Classls;  since  It  Is  unaDlmousty  bellered  that  It  wh  wm 
simple -hearted  new  which  prevented  hlin  from  preaentlng  himself  to  ClsaU  Ir 
fore  hla  depsrtnre  from  Holland,  when  he  went,  not  to  New  Tort  b«  ts  •■ 
Thomas.  And  there  la  coDstdemble  dilferGnce  between  ■  eandldate.  aad  •  ysaa 
who  has  not  yet   began  to  study  Latin. 

Aa  to  John  Van  Drleasen,  It  appears  to  the  Coetna  that  the  Rev.  DevataH  M 
Res  Eiternan  moat  have  some  knowledge  of  him.  For  (be  Clasalcsl  lOaatn 
twenty  five  ypnrs  R;:n.  rlens  or  more).  It  Is  »nld,  show  that  the  Rev.  Clusl*  wtnti 
all  the  mInlMers  here  against  blm:  bat  the  history  la  too  long  to  be  repeated.  I' 
was  not  a  mere  mistake,  bnt  s  deliberate  deception  on  Us  part,  when  he  wnga 
thna  to  mislead  the  eoantry  people;  besides  that  he  nerer  oace  belonged  to  oe 
Churcb.  and  his  eitraordlnary  condact  np  to  this  day  Is  now  already  tnoin. 

The  union  of  Second  RiTer  with  Aqnackononck  appesra  Imposalble.  The  teuooi 
of  this  are  many,  and  It  would  be  tedious  and  nseteas  to  repeat  tbem.  The  befU 
nlng  of  the  trouble  will  not  be  nnknown  to  the  Rev.  Claaals.  If  they  wDI  jUasi 
read  anew  the  circumstantial  complaint*  ngslnst  Second  River,  made  by  DmsIoi 
Koens.   lOoens.]  once  minister  of  these  congregation  a. 

While  thla  la  a  respectful  reply  to  your  two  epistles  of  the  Tth  of  AprtI  laK 
we  hope  nre  long  to  reci=lve  the  deliherate  Judgement  of  your  Ber.  Body  re*li*^ 
lug  our  decision  upon  Aroudena.  and  slao,  [f  it  may  be.  upon  those  who  so  tajostj) 
rllng  to  him;  tince  all  means  of  reconciling  them  have  proved  vain,  and  evea  lU 
one.  with  the  rest,  via,;  to  have  a  lawfnl  call  made  npon  Arondens.  ao  that  baB 
he  and  Van  Slndercn  should  pnrsae  their  ministry  aa  regn  I  arty -appoint  h)  tractien 
Hut  lo  this  they  would  not  listen,  nor  would  they  bind  theroaelvee  In  wrtllor  P 
conduct  themaclvea  regolarly  sccording  to  the  Charch  Order*,  aa  saBdeatl! 
appears  from  the  stalempnta  In  the  letter  of  Arondena. 

Our  prayer  to  God  In  Christ  is.  that  the  spirit  of  BtltTneckednecs  and  cDnlsd" 
may  no  longer  rale  among  them,  but  that  (he  Lord,  by  bla  powerfal  grace,  mu 
■often  their  hearta  and  bring  Them  together  In  love,  so  that  the  frightful  sriBdili 
they  have  glvea  (o  all  men  may  be  removed:  and  that,  by  mntaal  study  of  Ui' 
tmth  In  tore.  Gnd's  came  may  no  longer  be  profanM,  bnt  bonored  and  nucil 
Bed  among  them. 

Our  henrfs  Inmost  wish  Is.  that  the  Most  High  would  more  Snd  more  bnlM  at 
the  walla  of  bis  splritnnl  Zlon,  both  In  all  Gurope.  and  esperlally  the  desr  Nether 
lands,  and  In  these  far-oD*  provinces.  Here  we  conclude,  with  caroest  InroratloB 
of  Jehovah's  graclons  blcaalng  npon  yonr  beloved  persona  and  your  Importjs' 
work  In  tnp  Gnppel.  while  with  all  due  respect  we  rnbacrlbn  oorselves. 
Reverend   and    Honored   Fathers,   and   belored   fcllow-lalH-rers. 

loat  «tie(a«ax  tcns.'w.,  \il  \^c  vunc  of  tbe  Ooena, 

ti.  'U^Vn^  -ktfdMR,  «3*e(t 
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CuLSsis  OF  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

President  and  Clerk  of  Coetus  to  the  Bev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
14th  of  September,  1750.     [Supplementary.] 

Bfrerend  Sirs,  etc. :—  By  tli«  luipp7  arrlyai  (thooffli  after  a  long  jonniey)  of  the 
B«T.  John  Prellnghnysen,  we  find  oonelres  honored  with  the  long-dealred  letter* 
^  the  Bey.  CUimIs,  especially  In  reference  to  the  affairs  of  Long  Island,  men- 
fiwed  In  the  letters  to  the  Coetus,  and  also  particularly  In  those  to  Domlne  Du  Bols 
jnd  Domlne  Rltsema.  Oyer  these  we  rejoice  In  the  highest  degree,  and  offer  our 
UvBible  and  bonnden  thanks,  both  for  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  and 
tgm  the  document  against  the  Herrenhutters. 

Were  we  at  once  fayored  with  the  decision  of  the  Bey.  Body,  how  happy 
•liquid  we  be,  and  how  would  hope  of  restoration  arise  In  our  heartsi  We  concelye 
tint  we  haye  glyen  such  clear,  minute,  and  manifest  adylces  on  our  part,  that  not 
tM0  least  scruple  remains,  while  the  other  side  for  the  most  part  haye  picked 
19  nothing  but  trifles  to  bring  before  the  Bey.  Assembly,  as  appears  from  their 
Tsvy  complaints  to  us.  Still,  the  present  members  flnd  by  the  letters  that  this 
WQtk,  which  extends  so  far  before  them,  must  fftll  to  the  charge  of  the  Goetus. 
Vwm  the  same.  It  appears,  among  other  things,  that  the  complainants  against 
Domlne  Van  Slnderen  are  enjoined  to  apply  to  the  Coetus.  We  wonder  whether 
these  great  boasters  (blasers)  about  their  subordination  to  the  Classis  will  now  be 
•obedient. 

Domlne  Bltsema,  haying  taken  the  freedom  to  send  to  Arondeus  the  following 
few  lines,  (see  ante),  was  finally  Informed  that  nothing  was  less  In  their  minds 
than  submission;  yes,  that  Arondeus  himself  again  chose  to  be  quarrelsome.  On 
the  11th  Inst.,  being  the  first  day  of  the  session,  the  following  snswer  was  recelyed. 
(flee  ante). 

It  behooyed,  then,  the  Coetus,  according  to  the  express  command  of  the  Bey. 
Classis,  to  finish  the  affair,  since  It  could  scarcely  be  that  Arondeus  and  his  party 
would  be  Induced,  by  hearing  and  rehearing,  to  act  with  the  Coetus  either  now  or 
hereafter.  We  haye,  after  mature  deliberation  and  long  delay,  and  without  the 
Uast  partiality  or  strain  of  conscience,  made  this  dec'slon,  declaring  Domlne  Ulp. 
Tan-  Slnderen,  for  the  present,  the  only  lawful  minister  In  Kings  County,  and 
Domlne  Arondeus  unlawful.  The  reasons  of  this  decision  we  need  not  mention, 
since  they  are  minutely  set  forth  In  preyious  letters.  The  sentence,  howeyer,  has 
this  limitation,  that  although  real.  It  Is  not  to  be  giycn  under  the  hand  and  seal 
of  the  Coetus  until  It  has  been  ratified  by  the  Bey.  Classis,  In  order  that  the 
Coetus  may  be  free  from  the  consequences  which  msy  follow,  and  that  thus  the 
aererlty  of  the  sentence  may  weigh  more  on  the  minds  of  the  silly  persons  who, 
carried  away  with  their  leaders,  haye  made  the  Coetus  the  subject  of  their 
derision,  and  that  because  of  the  long  delay  of  this  decision. 

We  here,  also,  suggest  whether  It  may  not  be  strictly  necessary  (for  reasons 
which  we  need  not  mention,  since  they  are  notorious)  that  the  Bey.  Classis  should 
completely  silence  Arondeus  in  the  Dutch  Church;  since  he  Is  truly  the  troubler 
of  our  Israel,  and,  finding  the  matter  finished  here,  may  begin,  without  contradic- 
tion, the  same  In  another  congregation.  At  the  same  time,  let  there  be  a  judgement 
concerning  the  Consistory  whom  Arondeus  Introduced,  and  who  thereupon  acted 
with  him,  as  being  the  original  cause  of  these  mischiefs. 

As  to  other  mstters,  they  will  appear  from  the  Minutes,  when  we  haye  an 
opportunity  to  send  them,  especially  the  examination  of  Domlne  Verbryck,  which 
gaye  much  satisfaction.     He  has  been  sent  to  the  congregation  at  Tappan. 

Proylsion  Is  made  for  the  Emeritus,  Mnselius;  and  sa  In  a  word,  the  whole 
matter  is  finished  with  extreme  satisfaction,  and,  as  we  hope,  to  the  desired  ad- 
vantage of  the  Church. 

BiDce  we  do  not  doubt  thst  the  sentence  pronounced,  both  with  deliberation  and 
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Id  th?  fnor  of  tbc  t^rd,   for  tb«  npboldtng  at  the  ligbU  of  tb*  Cbnrcb  ut  tk> 
fortberlDg  of  lier  welfar"-,   will  be  cooBrraed  bj-  tbe  Rev.    ClauU,  ••  nqsnt  tic 

■Dd  Clerk,  with  the  bgsI  of  Ihp  Rfw.  CIntiaia  affiierl:  and  tbe  Koccr  tbt  tatui 
without  rpgnrd  to  eipeDBe.  either  l>j  vtf  of  Enelaod,  or  dlr«n  fniD  Aiiiil*t<n 
or  b;  CnTBCOB,  or,  nhlcb  In  hent,  both  wbjb.  N'eceaiilly  denutids  thic  TV  (■> 
tlOD  ETOivs  b;  Itpse  of  time:  Van  Sladeren  Is  deprlred  of  his  •■larj  1>  *  pM  ' 
pari,  hpTlDS  two  yearn  bad  none  from  Brooli]]'ti.  and  rerj  tittle  froTD  N.  rtnAC 
Queent  Connty  also  remainB  tbp  Iniigpr  dlTlded.  tnd  ail  our  elloni  art  fnlUM*. 

With  thiB  we  end  oar  Idler,  and  pray  tbe  Ood  of  all  ^race  to  ponr  om  tl(Ut 
hla  endnrlDj  btceslog  upon  j-odt  persoaa  and  yonr  w-elghty  charev:  utd  iIk 
ONpeclally  to  sblne  apoD  our  Rev.  Aaaembly,  for  the  welfaiv  of  Zlon  la  ttai 
forel^  proTlnce*.  to  the  good  of  ua  and  onra. 

Learned  and  godly  airs,  and  highly  eateemed  fellow-laborers.  Tour  wrTsaci  ul 
felloW'laborera,  The  membera  of  the  Rer.  Coetns.  at  Now  Tort.  In  tbe  dibm  «t  il 
O.  DO  BOIS.  lom  PnnMb. 
J.   Rltsema.  Clerfc. 

ACT6  OF  THE  ClASSIS  OF  AmSTKHDAM. 

Report  about  Doraius. 
1750,  Oct  6th.  Art.  2.  The  Rev.  Dopp.  ad  res  Exteraa  pic 
notice  that  they  have  been  assured  that  Rev.  Dorsius,  on  oocauot 
of  eontiniied  dninkennesa  and  offensive  conduct,  particnlarfj  m 
the  abandoning  of  his  w-ife  and  three  children,  was  censnr«d  by 
his  consistory  in  Bui;  counti  (Bucks  County,  Fa.).  This  waaalio 
reported  to  the  Rev.  Depp.  Synodi  S.  Holl,  and  Dorsiws  hearing 
of  it,  he  had  kept  away  from  The  Hague.  The  Depp,  of  South 
Holland  did  not  know  where  he  bad  gone  to.  The  Claseis  thanked 
the  Depp,  for  this  report,  and  those  gentlemen  were  requested  lo 
coniniumcate  thi.s  to  the  Messrs.  Directors  of  the  West  Indii 
Company.     Quod  factum,    xii.  222. 

Letter  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York, 
Art.  4.  The  Messrs.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  read  a  reply  to  th« 
question  of  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  which  the  Assembly  ap- 
proved, with  thanks  to  thope  gentlemen.    The  reply  shall  be  sent 
off.    xii.  223. 

Letter  from  Rev.  Hagoor,  (Hagoort.) 
Art.  5,  The  Rev,  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  also  read  an  answer  to 
Rev.  Hagoor,   [Ilaccboort]  which  in  like  manner  was  approvfid 
and  will  be  bot\\.  oS.    tSi.  ^^'i. 


/-^v 
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No  writing  received  as  yet  from  Suriname. 

Art.  6.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  report  that  as  yet  they 
iave  received  no  communication  from  the  Conventus  of  Suri- 
name, nor  from  the  Consistoiy  of  Parimaribo.    xii.  223. 

Classis  of  Ambtebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  ClassiB  of  Amsterdam  to  Kev.  Hagoord  of  Second  River, 
Oct  6,  1750.    Vol.  30,  page  191.    No.  113. 

To  Rev.  Hagoord,  pastor  at  Second  River. 

Rer.  Sir  and  Brother: —  Tours  of  May  1st  1760^  to  our  Assembly  came  safely 
to  hand.  We  learn  with  satisfaction  that  our  advice  that  yon  should  remain  with 
your  congregation,  was  pleasing  to  you.  It  would  have  given  additional  satisfaction 
If  we  had  learned  that  the  reasons  which  made  you  so  earnestly  desire  a  change 
of  settlement,  had  been  taken  away.  Our  letter  of  May  6th,  1749,  written  to 
your  church  at  the  same  time  as  the  one  addressed  to  you,  was  written  with  that 
design.  Therein  we  exhorted  your  people  not  to  withhold  from  you  proper  affec- 
tion and  a  necessary  maintenance  for  your  household  wants.  We  are  sorry  that 
BO  good  results  were  thereby  accomplished  in  your  behalf;  but  we  cannot  hide 
from  you  that  we  were  greatly  offended  at  the  expressions  in  your  letter  about 
that  letter  of  ours  (to  your  people.)  Our  words  were  gentle  and  friendly.  Thus 
We  thought  we  ought  to  deal  with  people,  who  were  not  so  thoroughly  in  subor- 
dination to  us  that  ye  had  power  to  command  them,  especially  in  matters  of  such 
a  nature.  Moreover,  we  are  of  opinion  that  harsh  words,  strong  expressions  and 
khreats,  however  much  you  might  have  liked  to  see  them,  would  rather  have  embit- 
tered them,  and  not  bettered  matters  at  all,  but  have  done  more  harm  than 
good.  At  least  we  did  not  anticipate  that  you  would  have  been  so  displeased  at  our 
sommunication,  that  even  that  brother  who  had  prepared  that  letter  and  read  it 
to  us,  and  whose  love  of  peace  and  uprightness  of  character  are  thoroughly 
known  among  us,  should  have  been  mentioned  by  name  in  your  letter.  You  wrote 
as  If  the  expressions  in  our  letters  were  marks  of  weakness  or  negligence.  But 
we  gladly  cover  this  with  the  mantle  of  charity.  We  know  that  the  circum- 
stances  in  which  you  are  placed  are  very  trying  and  that  this  must  have  been  the 
reasons  why  the  terms  of  your  letter  were  not  chosen  with  more  calmness  and 
gentleness.  That  the  desired  union  of  Second  River  and  Acquackononck  has  not 
come  to  a  successful  issue,  grieves  us.  We  will  gladly  assist  you  In  any  way  in 
our  power  toward  such  a  union.  This  may  be  done  through  the  Coetus  and  our 
Instructions  to  the  same.  We  will  also,  hereafter,  use  all  precautions  to  prevent 
ministers  who  are  sent  thither,  from  getting  into  similar  difficulties  to  those  in 
which  you  find  yourself.  We  make  no  further  remarks  on  your  letter,  but  con- 
clude with  hearty  and  sincere  prayers  for  your  welfare.  We  commend  you  to 
Ood  and  the  Word  of  his  Grace,  while  we  remain. 

Rev.  Sir  and  Brother,  Your  Brethren  to  command.  In  the  name  of  all, 

John  Temmlnk,  Depp.  CL  p.  t.  Praeses. 
John  Van  der  Vorm,  Depp.  CI.  p.  t.  Scrlba. 

Amsterdam,  October  8.  ITOOl 
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Acta  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correepondenee. 

The  ClaaBifl  of  Ameterdain  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  OcL  S, 
1760.     Vol.  30,  page  192,  No.  114. 


T»  the  R»T.  Coel 


I  of  New  Tork. 


Hi^T.  Sin  ■nd  Bretbrea: —  The  letter  of  Se*.  Dn  Boll,  dated  the  tnt  at  Hn 
wllh  th»  Miiiiitn  ot  th*  Coetas  of  November  Till.  IT49.  came  «itd;  U  lu 
Uit  JdIT'  We  beirlllr  Ihink  fon  (or  joac  brotberly  coDdact  In  Bending  n  ■  n| 
ol  the  ActB  of  7DDr  Coetus,  and  hb  we  bare  done  beret'>fare,  an  ve  Btlll  tafi  i 
abov  xou.  bow  glad  we  are  to  rei^lprocate  jonr  frleadl;  apltll.  and  to  do  fnr 
tblng  In  order  to  promote  a  ror respond eaee  belwcvD  as.  It  wai  Terr  giatirjiii ' 
learn  tberefrom  that  the  Coetna  atlll  thrlTra  among  rou.  and  thai  a  lartn  ni 
ber  of  the  bretbreo  are  tnterested  In  It.  and  arc  dtupoaed  to  Join  tbesiKlni 
It.  If  all  tbe  Bev,  Brethren  could  be  Indnced  to  nnlte  tbemaelrea  cbenrvltt.  < 
woDld  eipeet  mDcb  good  (rom  saeh  gatherings.  The  Acta  of  such  i  badT  molt ' 
ferr  uaeful  In  remoTlag  all  eausea  of  dllBculIr  In  the  Churrh.  and  Is  belpUg 
bolld  up  the  same   In   love.      We   wish   to  tell  ron  bow   gratified  wc  are  wttk  I 

We  Dollce.  especlallf.  and  with  pleasure,  that  tbe  student  Terbrrck  fan  p 
tatlBfaotlon  In  his  examlnntlon,  aod  that  In  tbe  name  of  tbe  AsanDblr  joa  i 
eelved  him  among  tbe  number  ol  CBUdldates,  So  also  we  are  pleaaed  at  t* 
■etlon  muccriilDg  tbe  oenaare  of  ReT.  Uuiellus,  and  rour  remoTal  of  It  vkts 
Improrpd  In  bia  manner  of  life.  We  traat  that  this  well-deaerred  act  of  dlsrtrK 
win  be  beneflplal  to  him  and  tend  to  the  npbnllding  of  tbe  church.  II  ilag  aen 
ratlrelf  proper  that  no  one  ahall  be  permitted  permanently  to  mlBlstet  ta  a 
congregation  before  he  baa  been  regularlj  called  to  the  mlnlatrr  at  Ibt  IBI 
and  hUB  appeared  before  tbe  Coeltis,  or  the  Circuit  of  the  neighborhood:  tot  11 
cerlilnly  the  dot;  of  bq  Ecclcsloitlcal  Asscmbl;  to  take  care  that  no  one  lam 
Into  Ibf  uiinlstrj  without  D  Just  and   legal  call  thereto. 

Since  yon  hare  endorsed  the  book  of  Rev.  Frellnghaysen.  In  the  m«aBCT  K 
geated  by  as,  we  are  fully  aatlsfled  tbeceln.  Bnt  we  are  rery  aorrr  ihit  jv 
ChrlBllan  endeavors  to  reconcile  the  two  mlnlstera.  Arondeus  and  Van  Slsdrn 
and  their  respective  adhereota,  and  thereby  promote  the  peace,  bo  mach  iMf4 
on  Long  Island,  have  bliherto  been  In  Tiln.  and  that  Ber.  ArondeOB  aod  I 
friends  hove  refused  to  appear  before  the  Coelna.  If  they  had  an.v  rmpert  1 
oar  ClusBlH,  aa  tbey  profess  to  bave.  they  sbonld  Bnbmit  to  Its  dedalon.  "kl 
WUB.  fur  reoBODB  before  given,  that  tbe  case  of  the  differing  hretbreo  be  bnioi 
before  the  Coetna,  and  be  there  adjudged.  Wc  hope  tbat  your  efforts  miy  hi 
better  succeBS  In  the  future,  snd  that  we  may.  sometime,  be  permitted  to  rejo 
Wllh  you  over  a  bspplly  accomplished  peace.     I^t   not  your   hands  grow  aUct 

thia  matter.  Ret.  Kirs,  knowing  tbnt  tbe the  peacetal  ones  »d  I 

FeacetnakcrB  ere  declared  by  our  great  Ood  and  SBVIour  to  be  the  bleawd  obm 

We  commend  also  to  your  loving  interest  the  cnae  of  Rev.  Hagoord.  who  « 
plains  to  us  of  the  gentleness  of  our  lermB  In  our  letter  lo  bis  eongregatlon.  i 
without  some  signs  of  displeasure,  and  says  tbat  his  dlfflcullle«  and  eril  treatm 
continue.  We  wlsb  ne  were  able  to  remove  Ibeae  things,  bnt  see  no  way  to  dn 
We  tblnk  that  harsb  terms  and  threats  woold  give  no  hope  of  any  better  mnl 
Let  bla  Reverence,  therefore.  In  his  trials,  be  the  object  of  your  IncreaslDC  It 
while  at  tbe  same  time.  If  possible,  secure  the  long  desired,  but  blth«Tto  fToltM 
attempted   union  of  Aqolgenogk   (Acquackononck)    with   Second   Slver. 

In  our  letter  of  April  Tth  of  this  year,  (17B0)  yon  hare  already  learned  t 
reply  to  both  letters  alluded  to  by  Rev,  Father  Dd  Sola  In  bla  letter  to  aa.  1 
refer  especially  to  the  suspIclonB  which  our  Rev.  Aasembly  enlertalaa.  amt  I 
objectlona,  ttvetrtuie  ^.q  i.\ie  vs«ii*'-*i  e^MataMtim  of  the  candldBte  De  Wll 
betoie  JOM  B.BT.  Coe\.>»-    "We  \ui\4  wwseVie*  Va  liw  twitj  >»X.<s«  ^-xv^ 


OF  THE  Statx  of  New  Yobk.  3141 

But  we  must  7^  anude  to  your  request,  asking  to  know  the  reason  urged  hj 
ier.  Frlellnghuysen  why  it  would  be  dangerous  to  permit  examinations  by  the 
>>etu8.  In  friendly  reply,  we  say,  that  he,  having  written  to  ns  on  Angnst  15, 
1748,  requesting  our  permission  to  allow  the  examination  of  the  candidate,  Ver- 
yryck,  before  the  Coetus,  Rev.  Frlellnghuysen  did  not,  indeed,  enlarge,  in  tliat 
etter,  as  to  the  eril  consequences  which  arise,  should  such  a  thing  occur  fre- 
luently;  yet  we  thought,  without  attempting  to  glre  you  a  transcript  of  Just  the 
RTords  he  used,  that  he  implied  this.  But  we  may  well  present  for  your  consid- 
nration  this  thought:  Whether,  while  you  are  subject  to  a  Foreign  gOTemment 
Jiere  may  not  sometimes  arise  unpleasant  complications,  should  the  examinations 
md  ordinations  of  candidates  and  students  be  made  too  frequent  and  easy  in  that 
soantry.  We  Judge,  Rer.  Sirs  and  Brethren,  that  a  Church,  in  a  country  tliat 
was  originally  colonised  by  Hollanders  is  safest  in  expecting  to  recelTe  its  oyer- 
leers  from  that  land  wherefrom  it  originally  emigrated.  We  hope,  therefore,  that 
fou  will  not  take  offence  at  our  being  unwilling  to  allow  examinations,  such  as  are 
tUuded  to.  In  your  Ecclesiastical  Assemblies.  We  think  also  that  we  can  defend 
this  Tlew  before  our  higher  Ecclesiastical  Assemblies.  The  granting  permission  to 
examine  ought  nerer  to  be  allowed  except  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity,  and  only 
then,  when  we  are  perfectly  convinced  of  the  commendable  characters  of  the 
parties  under  consideration. 

With  this  we  close,  with  hearty  prayers  that  He  would  keep  you  safely  under 
His  blessed  care.  May  He  be  a  support  to  you  all  and  especially  to  the  aged 
gentleman  among  you,  upon  whom  the  gray  hairs  have  come.  May  He  give  great 
success  to  the  Gospel  through  your  instrumentality,  and  hereafter  honor  you  with 
the  great  reward  of  His  grace  promised  to  His  faithful  servants. 

Signed  as  bef orr. 

Amsterdam,  Oct  K,  1761. 

Chuboh  of  New  Paltz,  vs.  The  Chuboh  of  Kingston. 

Testimony  of  Samnel  Bevier  and  Daniel  Hasbrouck  as  to  the  In- 
dependence of  the  Church  of  New  Paltz  from  the  Ohurch  of 
Kingston;  and  the  consequent  legality  of  a  certain  Conastoiy. 
Oct.  18, 1760. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  1750,  in  the  congregation  of  New 
Paltz  Egbert  De  Witt  and  Samuel  Bevier,  Elders  of  Wawarsing 
and  New  Paltz,  respectively,  being  present,  there  were  read  to 
the  Rev.  Consistory  of  New  Paltz  the  instructions  of  the  Rev. 
Coetus,  and  the  letter  of  Rev.  Mancius.  In  answer  to  these  they 
make  the  following  statements: 

In  reference  to  the  first  article  of  Rev.  Mancius'  letter,  they 
say:  That  Samuel  Bevier,  at  present  elder  at  the  Paltz,  is  willing, 
together  with  many  oth^r  witnesses,  to  testify,  if  necessary,  under 
oath,  that  he  and  several  others  saw  Andries  Le  Fever  and  others 
swear  before  a  magistrate,  that,  the  Paltz,  as  a  French  Reformed 
Church,  had  always  been  accustomed  to  be  provided  with  a  minis- 
ter and  conastory  of  its  own;  but  as  they  were  now  vacaxLt^  ho^ir- 
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ever,  they  were  willing  to  promise  to  unite  with  Kingston  for  A 
support  of  a  minister  from  Europe;  but  #itli  this  underaUadiii 
that  whenever  they  could  have  a  minister  of  their  own  again,  Ai 
might  then  consider  themselves  released  from  this  promise. 

On  the  second  article^  they  say:  That  it  was,  indeed,  troetk 
several  of  the  people  of  the  Paltz  had  been  received  as  membi 
at  Kingston;  but  the  reason  for  this  was,  not  only  because  tbt 
accordance  with  the  said  promise,  the  Paltz  people  were  still  pi 
ing  salary  with  Kingston;  but  especially  because  the  Paltt  at  t 
time  did  not  yet  have  a  minister  of  their  own.  It  was  true,  i 
deed,  that  some  had  returned  to  Kingston  but  they  knew  not  vl 
declaration  they  had  made  to  the  Kingston  Ck>nsistory,  as  to  t 
known  or  unknown  illegality  of  Mr.  John  Van  Driesaen's  minifll 
at  the  Paltz.  That  circumstance,  however,  could  be  no  reason  w 
the  Paltz  should  belong  to  Kingston,  inasmuch  as  those  dran 
members  might  just  as  well  have  connected  themselves  with  soi 
other  church.  And  finally,  we  do  admit  that  a  few  of  oar  ma 
bers  were  received  by  Bev.  Mancius ;  but  that  was  only  been 
Mr.  John  Van  Driessen  was  with  us,  in  opposition  to  the  iriA 
of  the  Kingston  Consistory;  and  we  could  not  therefore  prera 
some  of  the  adherents  of  that  party  from  being  received  also  ( 
confession  there  when  we  did  not  have  a  minister  of  our  own. 

On  the  third  article,  we  answer :  That  it  is  entirelv  untrue  th 
the  Paltz  had  no  other  consistory  than  that  of  Kingston.  For, 
early  as  August  22nd,  1683,  under  Monsieur  Pierre  Daille  ik 
were  elected  and  installed  an  elder  and  a  deacon  —  Louis  Dii  B 
as  elder  and  Aughe  Frere  as  deacon,  as  appears  from  their  Chui^ 
Book;  whence  also  it  appears,  that  on  June  9th,  1690,  there  w< 
chosen  Aughe  Frere  as  elder,  and  Louis  Bevier  as  deacon;  i 
these  remained  in  office  until  their  death.  Therefore,  when  ] 
John  Van  Driessen  came  to  the  Paltz,  (1732),  there  was,  ii 
true,  no  consistory,  but  he  appointed  one;  and  this,  the  I 
Goetschius  rightly  considered  as  a  lawful  consistory,  for  the  I 
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Therefore,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  conclusion  of  Rev,  Man* 

siuB  is  wrong.    From  the  foregoing  explanations  it  clearly  appears 

fthat  the  Paltz  was  always  a  Chnrch  and  congregation  by  itsdf  and 

BO  independent  of  Kingston ;  and  consequently,  the  preaching  and 

"the  service  of  Bev.  Gk>etschius  and  other  Reformed  ministers  are 

not  at  variance  with  Article  16  of  the  Church-Order.* 

That  this  is  our  real  answer  to  the  letter  of  Rev.  Mancius,  we 

declare  by  our  signatures. 

Samuel  Bevier 

Daniel  Hasbrouck. 
In  presence  of 

E.  De  Witt 

Samuel  Bevier. 

The  above  having  been  delivered  to  me  and  by  me  calmly  con- 
sidered, I  have,  with  the  Rev.  Consistory  and  members  of  that 
Ohurch,  nomine  Coetus,  after  calling  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
diosen  an  elder  and  a  deacon ;  and,  after  publishing  their  names 
to  the  church  at  three  different  times,  I  have  installed  them  in  their 
i^Soes. 

In  confirmation,  I  subscribe  this. 

J.  C.  Fryenmoet,  V.  D.  M. 

Classib  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.    Nov.  ?  1760  ? 

Letter  from  John  Arondeus  of  Long  Island,  dated  August  10, 

1760. 

He  nytf 

1.  To  the  charge  of  unlawful  ruDDlog,  be  does  not  know  it,  the  going  to  Raritan 
waa  not  siieh,  he  had  preTionsIy  a  lawful  call,  that  church  la  also  lawful,  and 
recognlied  as  such  by  the  Classis. 

The  coming  back  to  Long  Island  (N.  B.  after  that,  meanwhile,  ReT.  Tan  Sinderan 
haa  been  called  there  by  the  GUimIb),  he  says  that  he  had  received  thence  a  fall 
fledged  call  on  May  28,  which  Mr.  Klopper  heard  read,  and  shall  Inform  OlaMia 
thereof  more  fully. 

*"  No  minister  may  preach  or  administer  the  Sacramenta  in  any  chnrch  other 
than  his  own,  without  the  consent  of  the  conHlstory  of  tbit  ck<Kt^V* 


t 


3144  ECCLESIASTIOAL   RECORDS 

1,760 

2.  As  regards  offenslTe  rumors,  no  one,  not  eren  the  €k>Teriior  U  (free)  ttom  tic 
he  asks  that  he  may  know  the  rumors  and  the  accusers. 

8.  They  have  not  understood  that  the  Classis  referred  them  to  the  C^^ic 
they  order  this  It  will  have  distressing  consequences,  and  he  requests  tktt  It 
rather  ordered  to  look  about  for  another  church;  as  he  woald  rather  redii 
olBce  than  soil  himself  with  that  abomination  of  Iniqultj'. 

He  concludes  with  farewell. 

xxOLS 


Classis  of  Ahstebdam. 

Correspondence  in  Holland. 

Rev.  Peter  Wynstock  to  Peter  de  Windt,  Dec.  8,  1750. 

J  Portfolio  "  If ew  York  ",  VoL  ii. 

Addressed :    Mr.  Peter  de  Windt,  Candidate,  living  at  die  kc 
of  Mrs.  Schrender,  at  the  White  Swan,  in  Amsterdam. 

Harderwyk,   December  8^  IT 

Mr.  Peter  de  Windt:— 

With  gladness  did  I  receive,  and  safely,  your  letter  of  the  first  Insttnt   I 
gratulate  you  upon  your  safe  arrival. 
I  have  learned  with  great  Joy  from  your  letter,   that  jou  hare  beca  cille 
i  a  pastor  to  New   Netherland.     I   heartily  congratulate   you   on  this;  as  vd 

j  upon  the  fact  that  you  are  In  the  month  of  January  (1751)  to  be  examined  fij 

Reverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  May  Gk>d  enable  jou  to  pass  tUs  ezaBiaitis 
a  praiseworthy  manner.  I  have  no  more  to  say  at  present,  than  that  wt 
still  all  well.  I  expect  you  to  come  over  to  visit  me.  If  possible,  for  I  v 
gladly  speak  with  you  before  you  are  examined.  If  you  can  possibly  come  ofer 
not  fail  to  do  so.  I  will  help  you  In  everything.  Herewith  concladisg,  i 
greetings  from  me  and  mine,  I  commend  you  to  the  protection  of  the  Moft  B 
and  remain 

Sir,  Your  obedient  servant. 

.      Peter  WyMta 

[See  affidavits  of  June  11,  1752,  as  to  the  identity  of  this   letter,  by  ftCtesy 
to  prove  its  genuineness  from  its  chlrography.] 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Church  of  Kingston  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Deo.  1 

1750. 

Highly  Honorable  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ:— We  trust  that 
letter  of  April  26th  has  been  received.  We  have  since  then  made  loqnii 
(one  of)  our  pastors  Rev.  Ritsema,  whether  the  Coetu»  had  given  permits 
Rev.  Ooetschins  to  administer  the  sacraments  at  the  Palta  to  those  wb;: 
separated  from  our  church.  To  this  the  Rev.  Ritsema  replied,  that  he  wzs  z 
to  say,  as  he  had  not  the  resolutions  of  the  Coetus  at  hand;  he  also  re^c 
our  minister  to  give  him  in  writing  the  arguments  by  which  we  eodeavoi 
prove  that  the  Palts  unquestionably  belonged  to  Kingston.  This  our  mi 
CL\d  Vu.  a  \«U«t  to  the  Rev.   Ritsema,   which  reads  thus: 
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AeoordiiMr  to  promise  and  your  desire  I  send  to  jou  the  proofs  bj  whleli  It 
clcarlj  appears  that  the  Palts  unquestionably  belongs  to  Kingston. 

1.  From  a  list.  The  people  of  the  Palts  promised  to  the  Conslstorx  of  ELlngston 
to  contribute  their  part  of  the  salary  of  a  minister,  when  they  were  about  to 
«all  one  from  Europe.  They  also  did  annually  contribute  to  the  salary  of  Eot.. 
▼as,  as  their  pastor  who  came  In  answer  to  their  call  until  the  time.  when.  Bot. 
John  Van  Drlssen  Intruded  himself.    (1732). 

2.  This  appears  more  clearly  from  the  list  of  members,  who  were  recelTed  by 
BeT.  Yas,  (under  the  supenrlslon  of  the  Consistory  of  Kingston),  although  they 
UTed  at  tlie  Palts.  These  communed  at  Kingston,  but  they  are  too  many  to 
mention  now.  We  received  also  on  Confession  of  Faith,  on  Dec.  24,  1716,  Nicholas 
Rosa,  and  on  April  12,  1718,  Solomon  Haasbrouck,  both  members  of  the  Consistory 
under  John  Van  Drlessen.  We  haye  also  received  on  Confession  of  Faith  many 
fh>m  the  Palts,  who  still  commune  at  Kingston.  If  It  were  necessary,  the  year  and 
day  (of  their  reception)  can  be  clearly  proved  from  our  church  records. 

8.  The  Palts  has  had  no  other  Consistory  than  that  of  Kingston.  It  was  be- 
cause Mr.  John  Van  Drlssen  found  no  Consistory  at  the  Palts,  that  he  appointed 
one  for  that  people.  It  Is  also  this  Consistory,  ordained  by  John  Van  Drlessen, 
that  Rev.  Goetschlus  acknowledges  as  lavrful  as  that  of  any  Dutch  Reformed 
Church. 

Hence  I  think  It  appears  that  the  Palts  unquestionably  belongs  to  Kingston, 
and  that  the  preaching  and  officiating  in  other  ways  of  Rev.  Goetschlus  at  the 
Palts,  Is  opposed  to  Article  XV  of  the  (Thurch  Government. 

To  this  letter  the  Rev.  Rltzema  replied  as  follows:  "I  am  much  obliged  to 
you  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  In  unfolding  to  me  the  unknown  fact  of  the 
relation  of  the  Palts  to  Kingston.  At  the  proper  time  and  place,  I  shall  make  It 
known." 

But  what  took  place?  The  Coetus  sent  Rev.  Fryenmuth  to  the  Palts,  who  or- 
dained a  Consistory  there.  And  when  Rev.  Mandus  requested  the  Rey.  Rltsema 
to  have  the  kindness  to  communicate  to  him  the  contents  of  the  commission  of 
Bey.  Fryenmuth,  which  the  Coetus  had  given  him;  Rev.  Rltsema  answered,  under 
dhte  of  Nov.  8,  1760,  as  follows: 

**  Concerning  your  question  relating  to  the  action  of  Rev.  Fryenmuth  at  the 
Palts,  I  am  unable  to  report.  This,  however,  I  know,  that  I  have  fulfilled  your 
desire,  by  placing  your  letter  relating  to  that  question,  on  the  table,  and  since 
there  was  no  one  to  answer  it,  It  was  handed  to  Rev.  Fryenmuth.  I  beg  to  be  ex- 
cused from  the  rest." 

This  then.  Most  Honorable  Classls,  Is  the  factum.  Tour  honors  can  now  judge 
whether  the  Coetus  acted  ecclesiastically  and  justly  In  this  matter;  and  whether 
prejudice  and  envy  are  not  the  motives  for  such  a  procedure;  and  what  was  the 
Intention,  by  consenting  to  put  the  letter  of  our  minister,  without  his  knowledge. 
Into  the  hands  of  those  at  the  Paltz. 

We  submissively  entreat  you  to  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  writing  sent 
to  you,  which  treats  of  the  difference  between  us  and  Rev.  Peter  Van  Drlessen, 
and  which  was  signed  by  Revs.  Du  Bols,  Antonldes  and  Boel.  This  was  also 
approved  by  you.  We  also  trust  the  justice  of  our  cause  will  become  more  evi- 
dent, as  well  as  the  fact  whether  Rev.  Du  Bols  has  not  acted  In  this  matter 
contrary  to  his  former  writing. 

Since  we  heartily  desire  that  this  matter  between  us  and  the  Palts  may  find  a 
Just  result.  In  accordance  with  truth  and  righteousness,  therefore  we  humbly  beg 
and  entreat  your  Right  Honorable  Body  as  our  competent  ecclesiastical  judge  to 
decide  this  matter.  We  declare  sincerely  before  the  Omniscient  One  that  we  do 
not  wish  to  retain  these  seceders  against  their  will,  but  we  will  gladly  and  will- 
Ingly  discharge  them  according  to  church-order,  as  we  have  offered  them  more 
than  once.  This  would  have  come  to  pass  long  ago,  if  they  had  not  been  stub- 
bom,  and  if  In  their  stubbornness,  they  had  not  been  supported  by  others. 

But  if,  contrary  to  our  expectation  and  hope,  we  do  not  secure  a  decision  from 
you,  then  we  will  be  compelled  to  seek  our  help  from  the  Synod.  Several  of  the 
members  of  the  church  entrusted  to  our  care  have  already  requested  us  to  sub- 
mit this  matter  to  your  decision;  and  If  contrary  to  our  apprehension,  we  may 
be  refused  an  audience,  then  to  have  the  whole  matter  printed,  and  submitted  to 
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